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By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

It’s time for voters to call the shots.

Madison County primary and non parti-

san elections are set for June 9 from 7 a.m. 

to 7 p.m. at the county’s 12 voting pre-

cincts. Early voting continues at the Mad-

ison County elections office at 94 Spring 

Lake Drive in Danielsville through 5 p.m. 

Friday. There is no voting from Saturday 

through Monday. 

Board of Elections and Registration 

Chairperson Tracy Dean said that turnout 

has been low in early voting. As of Tues-

day, 642 people voted early in the elections 

office, including 590 participating in the 

Republican primaries, 47 taking Democrat-

ic ballots and five voting in the non partisan 

elections.

She said approximately 5,400 absentee 

ballots have been mailed out to county 

voters, with about half of them returned. 

The office will begin scanning those ballots 

Thursday, but no votes will be tallied until 

Tuesday. The public is welcome to observe 

the scanning, she said.

Dean said 12-to-14 poll workers had 

declined to participate in the June 9 votes, 

but she said replacements have been found. 

Voting machines are wiped down with 

cleaning products after every user. 

For more information, visit http://www.

mcelections.net/

Here’s a list of who is running locally:

•Board of Education District 3 (non parti-

san race): Cindy Nash

•Board of Education District 3 (non parti-

san race): Jeff Strickland

A Minneapolis police 

officer has been charged with 

murdering George Floyd, who 

died with his neck under the 

officer’s knee. This death has 

sparked unrest in the country 

not seen since 1968. See 

inside as local columnists try 

to address the momumental 

moment (pages 4-5A, 6B). 

Those with opinions to share 

can send them to zach@

mainstreetnew.com.

Primary time
Election day set for Tuesday

Four Madison County residents 

are among 68 people charged in a 

large-scale drug trafficking inves-

tigation dubbed “Operation Wu 

Block,” which yielded the seizure 

of kilos of methamphetamine and 

heroin.

Madison County residents 

charged include Benjamin Bray, 

23; Ashley Davis, 26; Bruce Hicks, 

39; and Ronald Kelley, 49.

Charlie Peeler, the U.S. Attorney 

for the Middle District of Georgia, 

said more indictments are expected 

in coming months.  

Madison County Sheriff Michael 

Moore said the agencies worked 

well together and he anticipates 

“probably 30 something” more 

people charged when the courts 

open up with more Madison 

County residents among them.

The two-year Organized 

Crime Drug Enforcement Task 

Force (OCDETF) investigation 

is being conducted by the Drug 

Enforcement Administration 

(DEA) Macon Resident Office, FBI 

Middle Georgia Safe Streets Gang 

Task Force, Athens-Clarke County 

Police Department, Clarke County 

Sheriff’s Office, Hart County 

Sheriff’s Office, Madison County 

Sheriff’s Office, Oconee County 

Sheriff’s Office, Oglethorpe 

County Sheriff’s Office, Georgia 

Department of Corrections and 

Northeast Regional Drug Task 

Force in partnership with the U.S. 

Attorney’s Office for the Middle 

District of Georgia. 

These agencies continue to target 

large-scale drug trafficking orga-

nizations operating in northeast 

Georgia and throughout the State 

of Georgia. The investigation has 

resulted in the seizure of more 

than 58 kilograms of methamphet-

amine, more than two kilograms of 

heroin, 31 firearms, and $56,000, 

as well as multiple indictments 

covering 68 defendants. 

“Law enforcement in Georgia 

are aggressively working to find 

and arrest individuals distributing 

dangerous drugs in our commu-

nities,” said U.S. Attorney Peeler. 

“This investigation is a textbook 

example of federal, state and local 

law enforcement agencies working 

together in the Middle District of 

Georgia to stem the flow of illegal 

narcotics and the severe damage 

they cause within our communi-

ties. Drug traffickers beware: law 

enforcement will find you, and 

you will be prosecuted.” Robert 

J. Murphy, the Special Agent in 

Charge of the DEA Atlanta Field 

Division, said “Drug traffick-

ers ultimately bring misery and 

destruction to our communities.”

“DEA and its law enforcement 

partners take an oath to protect 

and serve those communities by 

removing dangerous criminals 

County residents charged in ‘Operation Wu Block’

America in 
this moment

The grad caps will fly 

high after all.

An in-person graduation 

for the Madison County 

High School Class of 2020 

has been set for 9 a.m., Sat-

urday, June 20. Each senior 

will receive five tickets at 

the required graduation 

practice at 9 a.m., Friday, 

June 19. 

School officials said 

that in case of inclement 

weather, the ceremony will 

be pushed back an hour 

at a time until the weather 

is permittable to proceed. 

Social distancing must be 

observed by all guests.

In-person 
graduation set 
for June 20

Want to know more 
about the candidates?

Visit our website at MadisonJournalTODAY.

com and scroll down through our “News” 

folder to find interviews with local election 

hopefuls. 

A virtual political forum for local candi-

dates, sponsored by the Madison County 

Farm Bureau and the Chamber of Commerce 

— can be also found online at https://

conta.cc/3cXDC4i. There are presentations 

from candidates running for the following 

offices: board of commissioners, board of 

education, clerk of court and state House of 

Representatives District 33.

By Scott Thompson

sthompson@barrownews-journal.com

Bars and night clubs 

around Georgia began 

reopening Monday, June 

1, after being closed for 

roughly two months amid 

the coronavirus pandemic

Gov. Brian Kemp 

announced May 28 that 

bars and night clubs will 

have to meet 39 mandatory 

Kemp relaxes 
COVID-19 
restrictions

Operation Wu Block has resulted in the seizure of more than 58 
kilograms of methamphetamine, more than two kilograms of 
heroin, 31 firearms, and $56,000, as well as multiple indictments 
covering 68 defendants. 

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

A new building is in the 

works for the county 911 

department, along with a 

new public safety radio 

system. 

Funds from the recent 

renewal of the county 

one-cent sales tax will be 

used for the upgrades. The 

commissioners tagged 

$905,000 in sales tax 

funds for the 911 improve-

ments. 

County 911 director 

Brenan Baird gave a brief 

overview to county com-

missioners Monday via 

Zoom of his proposal for 

a new locale for the center 

and upgraded equipment. 

The project is in the pre-

liminary stages and dol-

lar amounts and contracts 

have yet to be approved 

for Baird’s proposals. The 

board will review docu-

ments he provided and 

the group will discuss the 

matter again at an upcom-

County 911 to 
see upgrades

The Madison County 911 Center has been housed 
in this old brick home off Wagener Lane since the 
last 1990s

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County took 

a step Monday to secure 

more courtroom and 

office space.

County commission-

ers agreed to hold a pub-

lic hearing on a planned 

lease/purchase agreement 

for the old funeral home 

at 20 Albany Avenue 

across from the county 

government complex in 

Danielsville. The hearing 

will be held via Zoom at 

6 p.m., June 29. Visit the 

county website at madi-

soncountyga.us to find a 

link to that meeting. 

The lease/purchase 

agreement is for a prin-

ciple sum of $325,000. 

The payments will be split 

over four years, with the 

first payment of $85,000.

Scarborough said facili-

ty helps the county fill its 

need for more courtroom 

space. 

Gina Ward, Colbert, 

spoke against the pur-

chase.

“I feel that what you 

have planned may be a 

good thing, but not right 

time to spend money with 

financial insecurity in the 

county, strongly opposed 

to the BOC purchasing 

something that isn’t a dire 

emergency right now,” 

she said. “There are other 

BOC plans to buy old 
funeral home for 
courtroom, office space

By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

The Madison County Industrial 

Development Authority (IDA) agreed to 

a deal with the Georgia Renewable Power 

(GRP) in Colbert to forgive unpaid con-

struction costs in exchange for $1 million 

in an escrow funds that the IDA can use 

to expand and improve the county water 

system. The monthly meeting was held last 

week via Zoom. 

The authority voted to approve the 

amended MOU by a vote of 3 to 1 with 

authority member and treasurer Pat 

Mahoney providing the lone “No” vote.

Mahoney said she could not support 

the $346,887 that GRP owes in construc-

tion costs (not including $65,000 in late 

fees) being “passed off” to the citizens of 

Madison County.

“To forgive that amount of debt is uncon-

scionable,” said Mahoney. “There is no 

reason that the company should not pay 

its construction funds just like any other 

customer.”

She said she could see forgiving the 

$65,000 in late fees, but not the entire 

amount. 

But IDA chairman Josh Chandler ques-

tioned whether the MOU was really an 

ironclad document to begin with and if the 

$1 million in escrow money was really the 

IDA’s money. 

“I feel like it’s better to get what we can 

when we can,” Chandler said, adding that 

it also allowed the IDA to avoid litigation.

IDA director Frank Ginn said Monday 

that the amended MOU was worked out 

between the IDA’s attorney, Mike Pruett, 

and the GRP attorney and that he thinks it 

is a good deal for the county.

Ginn said the original MOU, approved 

in 2018, was ambiguous at best and not 

written very well. 

“It was a terrible document,” Ginn said.

He said the intent of the MOU was to 

protect the county and not leave it holding 

the bag if GRP did not go through with 

building its facility.

Industrial authority forgives GRP’s debt in exchange 
for $1 million in escrow money to improve water system


