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Elections

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

The Jackson County 

elections office is one of 

hundreds across the nation 

being flooded with open 

records requests by sup-

porters of former President 

Donald Trump.

The national effort is be-

ing coordinated in an ap-

parent bid to disrupt and 

create chaos with the na-

tion’s elections system in 

the weeks leading up to the 

November balloting.

Jackson County elections 

director Jennifer Logan 

confirmed this week that 

her office is among those 

being flooded with open 

records requests about the 

2020 election. She said 

many were coming from 

out of state.

It isn’t the first time the 

county elections office 

has been hit with a flood 

of emails. Logan said that 

in May, her office was so 

flooded with “no reply” 

emails objecting to the use 

of Dominion voting equip-

ment that her office’s email 

server crashed, something 

that affected legitimate ab-

sentee ballot requests.

She said the flood of 

emails has affected her of-

fice’s operations.

“This hinders our office 

and ties up our resources 

that could be better served 

by focusing on the upcom-

ing elections,” she said. “I 

don’t believe many peo-

ple understand the amount 

of work that goes into an 

election. I need to be able 

to utilize my staff on reg-

istration, absentee ballots, 

training, testing and de-

ployment of supplies and 

equipment.”

Under state law, her of-

fice has to respond to each 

open records request with-

in three days. According 

to a Washington Post sto-

ry about the issue, elec-

tions officials are getting 

requests for records that 

don’t even exist or that ar-

en’t clear.

The coordinated attack 

stems from Trump elec-

tions deniers who claim 

that the 2020 election was 

stolen from Trump. By 

flooding elections offices 

across the nation, the at-

tackers apparently want to 

create confusion and doubt 

about the 2022 elections as 

well.

Trump supporter and ped-

dler of conspiracy theories 

Mike Lindell reportedly 

sparked the email flood in 

an August speech where he 

called on Trump supporters 

to flood elections offices 

with requests for “cast vote 

records” from 2020.

Local elections office among those being flooded with email requests

Commerce

Commerce police are 

investigating a shooting 

that occurred on Sept. 

13 at Heritage Crossing 

Apartments. One person 

was transported to the 

hospital with reported 

“serious injuries.”

Officers with the 

Commerce Police De-

partment were called for 

a report of shots fired 

around 10 p.m.

“While heading to the 

scene, they were noti-

fied of a second caller 

located at Hwy. 441 near 

Steve Reynolds Indus-

trial reporting a gunshot 

victim, according to 

the caller they had just 

left Heritage Crossing 

Apartments,” the CPD 

said in a news release. 

“Several officers divert-

ed and responded to the 

site of the gunshot vic-

tim to provide aid. EMS 

arrived and transported 

the victim to a local area 

hospital with serious in-

juries.”

No additional details 

were available by press 

time.

Anyone with any in-

formation is asked to 

contact Commerce De-

tective King at 706-335-

1847 or aking@com 

mercega.gov.

Commerce 

police 

investigating 

Sept. 13 

shooting

Hurricane Shoals

Art in the Park

Jackson BOC

Planning for two major county 

projects got put on ice Sept. 19 by 

the Jackson County Board of Com-

missioners.

The BOC voted to reject a rec-

ommendation to award a contract 

for the Phase 1 of planned improve-

ments to the Jackson County Trans-

fer Station.

A county consulting firm had 

recommended the Phase 1 contract 

go to BM&K Construction for the 

amount of $1.2 million.

But BOC chairman Tom Crow 

made a motion to reject all bids 

and to rebid the project. He said 

he wanted to bid to include all as-

pects of the project, including the 

construction of a new building. The 

Phase 1 improvements didn’t in-

clude that, he said. The BOC voted 

4-1 to rebid the project.

Another major project also got 

a rejection by the board. A motion 

to name Reeves Young as the con-

struction manager at risk to oversee 

the construction of a new county 

administrative building died for the 

lack of a second. Reeves Young had 

been recommended by county staff 

as the CMAR for the project.

The BOC did approve naming 

Precision Planning to provide ar-

chitectural services for the new ad-

min building at a cost of $718,000.

BOC rejects 

some bids, 

approves 

others 

for major 

projects

Commerce

Commerce leaders voted this 

week to raise the city’s millage rate.

The Commerce City Council vot-

ed Monday (Sept. 19) to increase 

its millage rate from 3.867 mills to 

4.36 mills for the 2022-23 year.

On a $250,000 house, the high-

er rate will equal an additional 

$53.20.

City leaders estimate the increase 

will bring an additional $341,000 

to the general fund. Those addi-

tional funds will help offset higher 

costs due to inflation, higher insur-

ance costs and the need to purchase 

additional equipment for the city 

police department. The town is 

also looking to improve its parks 

and recreation department, among 

Commerce 

council 

approves 

higher 

millage rate

Hoschton

By Ben Munro 

ben@mainstreetnews.

com

Residents of a Hoschton 

subdivision pushed back 

against a proposed car wash 

— even holding a small 

protest Sunday — but city 

leaders have delayed their 

decision.

The Hoschton City 

Council voted 4-1 on Mon-

day (Sept. 19) to table a 

vote on the car wash, which 

is proposed for a 1.38-acre 

tract on Hwy. 53 and Eagles 

Bluff Way near Creekside 

Village. Adam Ledbetter 

voted in opposition to the 

postponement.

The developer seeks a 

rezoning for the property 

from mixed use to commer-

cial motor vehicle service 

and repair to allow for the 

car wash. City planner Jer-

ry Weitz recommended de-

nial of the request, though 

he recommended multiple 

conditions for the project 

should the council approve 

it.

Seven residents, most-

ly from Creekside Vil-

lage, spoke out against the 

car wash at the council’s 

Thursday (Sept. 15) work 

session.

Opponents said the car 

wash would hurt their home 

Hoschton neighborhood 

residents oppose car wash, 

council delays decision

JCWSA

By Hannah Barron
hannah@mainstreetnews.com

The Jackson County Water and Sewer-

age Authority recently approved its FY23 

budget of about $16.96 million, a 9.1% in-

crease from FY22.

Finance director Judy Smith said the to-

tal budget increase is the result of custom-

er growth and costs for maintenance and 

repairs.

The operating expenses portion grew 

by 19.9%, as water sales are projected to 

grow by 4% and sewer sales by 30%.

The salary and benefits portion grew by 

14.2% for three additional staff positions: 

junior engineer, locator and maintenance/

asset manager. This increase includes 

related costs for human resources and 

JCWSA approves 

FY23 budget and 

5-year capital plan

See BOC, page 5A

See JCWSA, page 5A

See Commerce, page 5A
See Hoschton, page 5A

Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

Cannons fired during Civil War battles in the Heritage Village at Hurricane Shoals during 
the 31st anniversary of Art in the Park.

Jim Enloe, flintknapper, is shown making ar-
rowheads from volcanic stone during a demon-

stration at Art in the Park on Saturday, Sept. 17. 
He has been making arrowheads as a hobby for 
15 years.

Anakin Imsirovic, 5, enjoyed a cool 
beverage in the Heritage Village at Hur-
ricane Shoals during the 31st anniver-
sary of Art in the Park. See more on 5A.


