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Winder council approves continuing resolution as
BOE to
interview FY22 budget talks set to extend into next month
candidates Residents, some council
for vacant members push back on
potential millage rate increase
Dist. 1 seat
By Scott Thompson

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

The Barrow County
Board of Education is set
to interview seven candidates for the vacant District
1 seat and could decide on
its appointment this week.
The board will hold a
special-called
meeting
6 p.m. Wednesday, June
23, at the school district’s
central office on West Athens Street in Winder to
conduct the interviews in
open session. The meeting
is open to the public.
Lori Sands, Tremica
Carter, Edwina Brewer,
Kirsten Bradford, Jessica
Jackson, Kenny Lumpkin
and Barnard Sims — all
residents of District 1 as
required — submitted applications and qualified for
interviews to replace former board member Debi
Krause. Krause, whose last
board meeting was earlier
this month, resigned her
seat after a little over six
years of service because
she plans to run for a seat
on the Statham City Council this fall.
The candidate ultimately
appointed by the board to
take over for Krause will
serve out the remainder of
her term, which expires at
the end of 2022, and will
have to seek election to a
full four-year term next
year.
The last time the board
went through an appointment process was in late
2018/early 2019, when
Jordan Raper was appointed to replace former board
member Rolando Alvarez,
who had resigned to run
for a county commission
seat left vacant by the resignation of the late Roger
Wehunt, a seat that Alvarez
ultimately won.
Raper was elected to a
full four-year term in 2020.
See Candidates, page 3A
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Mayor David Maynard on Tuesday, June 22,
laid out a proposed timeline for the Winder City
Council to adopt a budget for fiscal year 2022,
as the council met to pass a continuing resolution to keep city operations funded over the next
month while budget talks continue past the end
of the current fiscal year.
In a short meeting Tuesday, the council approved the spending resolution, which at least
temporarily will keep the city appropriations at
FY21 levels, beginning July 1. The adopted city

budget for the current fiscal year, which ends
June 30, totaled $43.15 million with a $17.2
million General Fund.
Maynard said Tuesday that he and city administration intend to present a proposed balanced
budget to the council at its July 1 work session
and are aiming for July 6 as the first public hearing date and July 20 for the second public hearing and final adoption.
The council’s action Tuesday came as little
consensus has formed among the body to date
regarding the FY22 budget. In a presentation
June 10 to the council, city administrator Mandi Cody pitched increasing the city’s millage
rate from 4 to 14.7 mills as a way of funding
priorities identified by the council and administration over the last several months, but also
eliminating the city’s continued reliance utility
fund transfers every year to balance its General
Fund budget.

‘My Legendary SuperCam’

That proposal drew strong public backlash
from numerous residents as well as some council
members at a Thursday, June 17, work session.
The council met for over three hours Thursday
but could not reach an agreement over whether
they would like to keep the millage rate and utility
transfer amounts roughly the same or settle somewhere in between.
“Are we at an impasse?” councilman Sonny
Morris asked more than three hours into Thursday’s meeting. At least for the night, that seemed
to be the case.
A large contingent of close to 50 residents
showed up to the meeting in opposition to implementing the potential large millage rate increase
— which has been projected to raise property taxes
on a $250,000 home in the city by nearly $1,100
annually — all at once, with at least three council
members largely siding with the residents.
See Winder, page 3A

Statham council
approves budget
in split, 3-2 vote
By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com
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Camden “SuperCam” Fortner, 11, of Winder, died June 14 as the result of complications from Pearson syndrome, an extremely rare mitochondrial disease
that carries a short life expectancy. A visitation for family and friends will be
held Saturday, June 26, and a community celebration of life service is scheduled for July 17 at Bethlehem Church.

Mother pays tribute to 11-yearold Winder boy who died from
rare mitochondrial disease
Editor’s Note: Camden Fortner, 11,
of Winder, died June 14 as the result of
complications from Pearson syndrome,
an extremely rare mitochondrial disease that carries a short life expectancy.
There are fewer than 100 cases reported worldwide. Below, Fortner’s mother,
Erin Matthews Clark, provided this tribute to her son to The Barrow News-Journal.
A visitation for family and friends will
be held from 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. Saturday, June 26, at Smith Funeral Home,
755 Atlanta Hwy. SE, Winder. A community celebration of life service will
be held at 2 p.m. July 17 at Bethlehem
Church, 548 Christmas Ave., Bethlehem.
A full obituary for Fortner can be
found on page 3B of this week’s edition
of The Barrow News-Journal and online
at barrownewsjournal.com.
•••
Camden loved to vacuum.
He would pour dog food on the floor
just so he could vacuum it up. He loved
going down the vacuum cleaner aisle at
Walmart. He would point at them and insist we test drive the latest models. Not
the toy vacuums; real vacuum cleaners,
the kind with reliable suction.

In a split, 3-2 vote Tuesday, June 22, the Statham
City Council approved a balanced $4.57 million budget for Fiscal Year 2022 after a successful push by
councilman Dwight McCormic to substitute funding
for new sidewalks in place of the purchase and outfitting of one of two new vehicles the city’s police
department was seeking.
The council’s special-called meeting Tuesday came
a week after the five-member body failed to take a
vote June 15 on the proposed budget during a meeting that at times grew contentious over Mayor Joe
Piper’s proposal to gut $130,000 in sidewalk funding
that had been sought by McCormic and councilwoman Hattie Thrasher and included in earlier versions of
the spending plan.
Thrasher and councilwoman Tammy Crawley supported McCormic’s motion Tuesday to take $53,500
from the police department’s budget — slashing half
of the department’s proposed total for vehicle purchases and half of the total for vehicle maintenance
and repairs — and roll that money into a project
that McCormic said would fund the construction of
sidewalks along Broad Street between 8th Street and
Hammond Road.
The action takes the police department’s budgeted expenditures for the new fiscal year, which begins
July 1, just under $1 million, but the department’s
budget has still been set at roughly $175,000 over its
FY21 appropriations, largely thanks to the budgeted
addition of two new police officers.
McCormic suggested the city could later purchase the second new police truck through a budget
amendment if the city sees revenue increases over the
course of FY22, while the budget approved Tuesday
allows for the sidewalk project, which he contends is
a critical public-safety matter, to get underway.
“I think it’s a pretty decent compromise and it’s
sensible,” said McCormic, who had made an unsuccessful motion at the council’s June 15 meeting to
include $40,000 for sidewalk funding.
But council members Gary Venable and Betty
Lyle, who have said over the last month that changes
made to balance the budget shouldn’t be made at the
expense of the police department, voted against McCormic’s motion.
“I can’t agree with cutting the police department
budget,” Venable said. “I’d rather just keep the budget as it is and fully fund the police department and
(possibly sidewalks later in the year) if funds are
available.”

When he wasn’t able to walk anymore,
he would crawl on the floor, following
me with the cord to the vacuum cleaner.
Wherever he went, if he saw a vacuum
cleaner, he’d get to it and unravel the
cord so he could vacuum. At school, at
his sister’s gymnastics gym, at the hospital, the boy could sniff out a vacuum
cleaner in need of his wielding, anywhere.
In school, Camden loved to help his
teachers. He insisted that he would distribute the napkins; only he would divide
the cake among his friends. He liked to
help the lunch ladies put the little milk
cartons in the cooler.
And everywhere he went, he had
friends. At lunch, he’d stop and hug a
friend who wasn’t in his class. He loved
riding the little bikes in the gym with his
friends, or with Coach. He had a hard
time sharing his teacher, Jenny, with his
friends; he loved her so much and wanted to be the center of her attention and
love constantly. He had a special bond
with his other teacher, Daryll, who knew
that Camden could keep his secret, the
planned name of his yet-born daughter,
until it was time to tell others.

RECAP OF JUNE 15 BUDGET DISCUSSION
Tuesday’s vote came amid a stalemate the council
had reached last week after spending several hours
over the course of four different meetings discussing the budget, including a more than two-hour work
session June 10, where Piper and Venable presented
their proposals for eliminating what was a $349,000
deficit at the end of a June 3 discussion.
Both Venable’s and Piper’s plans included adding
more than $120,000 in net revenues for the sale of the
city’s old public works building. The biggest difference was Venable’s included $130,000 for sidewalks
and proposed deeper cuts to contingencies in various
departments, while the mayor’s scrapped funding for
sidewalks entirely. Piper has said the city should wait
until it has a better plan in place with firmer numbers
and more available funding for the sidewalks, which
have been proposed to run along Hammond Road and
continue along Broad Street to its intersection with
8th Street and down to the end of Peters Street.
McCormic, who missed most of the June 10 meeting when he had to leave early to tend to a family
matter, objected to Piper’s proposal, which the mayor

See Camden, page 8A

See Statham, page 3A

