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Commerce girls’ assistant basketball coach Hannah McRee consoles Carson 

Hobbs after the Tigers fell 46-38 on the road at Calhoun County March 5 in the 

Class A-Public girls’ state semifinals. This was the program’s first trip to the 
Final Four since 1989.

A MEMORABLE RUN

The City of Pendergrass won’t be abolished this 

year, but Rep. Tommy Benton has introduced a 

new bill that would change how the city is gov-

erned.

HB 740 was introduced by Benton on March 8. 

The new legislation would add two more mem-

bers to the city council, making it a 6-member 

board in addition to the mayor’s position.

The legislation also adds a lengthy code of eth-

ics to the city’s charter that limits what local pub-

lic officials can do business-wise with the city.

The ethics code is clearly aimed at Mayor Monk 

Tolbert, who owns a substantial amount of land in 

and around the city, some of which he has devel-

oped, and at city administrator Rob Russell who 

is in business with Tolbert in redeveloping some 

older properties in the town.

Russell said town leaders don’t have a problem 

with Benton’s latest legislation.

HEARING

The new legislation comes following a House 

committee hearing last week in which the Govern-

mental Affairs Committee didn’t take any action 

on Benton’s original bill that would have abol-

ished the town.

At that hearing, Benton outlined some of the 

problems from Pendergrass’ past and asked com-

mittee members to help him fix the town.

Tolbert, city clerk Renee Martinez and two pri-

vate citizens from the town spoke in defense of the 

city government.

Tolbert said he wasn’t clear on why Benton had 

moved to abolish the town and that the representa-

tive hadn’t had a discussion with him or other city 

officials before introducing the legislation.

Martinez told the House committee that past 

problems had been fixed in the town’s govern-

ment.

“There was a bump in the road, but Pendergrass 

is a different place now,” she said of the “whis-

tleblower” controversy that exploded in 2009.

Referring to Benton, she said he hadn’t called 

city hall to ask questions or clarify any informa-

tion.

Citizen Meredith Davidson spoke to the com-

mittee by Zoom, saying she had lived in Pender-

grass during its troubled times of 2009 and even 

talked with Benton at that time about abolishing 

the town.

“(But) Pendergrass today isn’t the Pendergrass 

then,” she said.

Davidson went on to say that the past problem 

was Tolbert’s mother-in-law, who controlled the 

town in 2009.

“Yes, she was putting her renters on the city 

council, but that is not the case today,” Davidson 

said.

Since 2009, Tolbert’s mother-in-law has passed 

away and he untimely inherited the large amount 

of property she owned, including old rental prop-

erties. Davidson praised Tolbert for having torn 

down what she called “dilapidated” rental houses 

and redeveloped the property with new homes.

Pendergrass will live, but with changes

Pendergrass Mayor Monk Tolbert tes-

tifying before Georgia House Govern-

mental Affairs Committee on March 2.

Commerce teachers will be getting a raise next year 

following action by the Commerce Board of Educa-

tion on March 8.

The board approved raising the local supplement — 

money paid to teachers out of local funding and not 

state dollars — from 3% to 6% of base salaries.

The move begins to bring the system closer to local 

supplements paid by other area systems. The Jefferson 

City School Systems pay a 9% supplement and Jack-

son County pays a 10% local supplement.

The move is for certified and classified employees 

and will cost the system around $429,000 per year.

Board member Kyle Moore said the current supple-

ment of 3% was “embarrassingly low” and noted that 

he thought local coaching supplements were too low 

as well.

OUT-OF-DISTRICT FEE

In other action, the board tabled action on raising the 

out-of-district tuition fee from $150 per student per 

year to $300 per student with a $900 cap for a family. 

The move would stay at that level for three years.

That amount remains on the low end of the scale 

when compared with what other city school systems 

across the state charge, according to data compiled 

by superintendent Joy Tolbert. Nearby, the Jefferson 

school systems charges an out-of-district tuition of 

$1,000 per student.

CARES 2 FUNDS

The BOE also approved a plan for spending federal 

funding coming from the CARES 2 act. The plan will 

now be submitted to the state for approval.

Among the highlights of the plan will be to hire four 

iReady teachers for Commerce Middle School.

Leaders plan to reorganize the instructional program 

at CMS next year and these teachers are part of that 

larger plan.

Commerce teachers 

to get local raise

Jackson County’s rate 

of Covid vaccinations re-

mains low compared to 

much of the state, but that 

could begin to change 

this week as local school 

systems gear up to vacci-

nate their staffs.

The Commerce City 

School System will vac-

cinate teachers and staff 

members in-house on 

March 11-12. Pharmacist 

Becca Brown will be do-

ing the vaccinations at the 

schools.

The Jackson County 

and Jefferson City school 

systems will be doing a 

mass vaccination on Sat-

urday, March 13 at the 

Jackson County Agricul-

tural Center.

To date, the county has 

only given 6,468 vaccina-

tions. Of those, 4,224 are 

first dose and 2,244 are 

second dose.

The county is currently 

giving around 1,000 shots 

per week, a rate that will 

have to increase to have 

most people vaccinated 

by the end of May, a goal 

that has been set by the 

Biden Administration.

Meanwhile, the rate of 

new Covid infections has 

seemingly plateaued af-

ter seeing a dramatic fall 

from a high on Jan. 11.

After hitting lower rate 

of 13.7 in late February, 

the county’s new infec-

tions have risen to a 7-day 

average of 16.7 cases per 

day.

A total of 124 people 

in the county have died 

from Covid with 11 oth-

er deaths suspected to be 

from the virus.

Some 463 people have 

been hospitalized with 

Covid since the pandemic 

began last year.

School systems 

gearing up for 

Covid vaccines

Tensions over the ITC’s ruling that could 

delay or kill the SK Battery plant in Com-

merce are ratcheting up as a 60-day deadline 

looms.

Told by the ITC that it would have to se-

verely limit production of its electric vehicle 

batteries, SK is reportedly counting on the 

Biden Administration to overturn the ITC 

ruling. The president has 60 days in which to 

decide if he should intervene.

State leaders have been lobbying Biden to 

overturn the ruling, citing the importance of 

the plant’s projected 2,600 jobs and appeal-

ing to the administration’s goal of increasing 

green energy in the nation.

SK Battery was found by the ITC to be 

guilty of both stealing trade secrets from rival 

LG Chem and of actively destroying docu-

ments in a bid to conceal the theft.

SK has contacts with both Ford and VW to 

produce batteries for new vehicles.

PRESSURE MOUNTS

While some believe Biden is likely to over-

turn the ITC, pressure is mounting on SK 

from two fronts.

First, last week the ITC release part of a 

transcript from its ruling that was scathing in 

its tone.

According to Reuters, the reported said that 

the ITC’s “investigation demonstrates not 

merely SK’s eagerness to destroy documents, 

but also SK’s callous disregard to ascertain 

the scope of the destruction after the com-

mencement” of ITC proceedings.

The ITC’s report was also critical of Ford, 

which sought to buy even more batteries from 

SK even after evidence of the theft became 

known.

The other pressure being put on SK is from 

a likely lawsuit from LG Chem.

LG Chem has indicated that it would being 

willing to discuss a settlement, but only if SK 

acknowledges the theft and apologizes.

According to some reports, LG is suggest-

ing that a settlement would be cheaper for SK 

than what it will seek in a lawsuit. Moreover, 

if SK does get the Biden Administration to 

overturn the ITC’s ruling, some reports sug-

gest LG will seek a huge amount in damages 

from a lawsuit.

According to InsideEVs magazine, “As we 

understand, if SK Innovation tries to evade 

the ban through President veto, then LG En-

ergy Solution might have no mercy in the fol-

lowing lawsuit.”

SK Battery under pressure 

following ITC comments

SK facilities under construction in 

Commerce.

The Jefferson Micropolitan Area, which 

covers most of Jackson County, was ranked 

Number 2 in the nation for the number of 

industrial projects in 2020 by Site Selection 

Magazine.

The ranking puts Jefferson behind Findlay, 

OH and ahead of Cullman, AL.

Findlay had 22 industrial projects in the 

year, Jefferson notched 14 and Cullman had 

12, according to the magazine.

The high ranking reflects the area’s growth 

in industrial projects, such as SK Battery, as 

well as new warehouses and expansions, the 

magazine said.

The magazine had previously ranked 

the Jefferson Micropolitan Area as the sec-

ond-fastest growing in the nation for 2016-

2017.

Area ranked #2 in nation for industrial projects

Only a small number 

of people had voted so 

far during early voting 

on the March 16 edu-

cation sales tax referen-

dum.

At the end of the sec-

ond week of early vot-

ing, only 334 people had 

voted in-person and only 

four had voted by mail.

The ESPLOST ref-

erendum has to pass in 

all three school districts 

in the county — Jack-

son, Jefferson and Com-

merce. It is a renewal 

of an existing sales tax 

that is used for capital 

projects, such as school 

facilities.

Early voting is being 

held at the county elec-

tion office at 441 Gor-

don St., Jefferson, from 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through 

Friday, March 12.

Absentee by mail bal-

lots are available upon 

request. The request 

form can be mailed, 

faxed to 706-367-1193, 

or emailed to jelogan@

jacksoncountygov.com.

Election day voting 

on March 16 will be 

held in the county’s four 

precinct locations and 

in Jefferson and Com-

merce.

The county locations 

are:

CENTRAL JACKSON

Hope Crossings 

Church

2108 Old Pendergrass 

Rd, Jefferson

NORTH/EAST 

JACKSON

Mt. Olive Church

190 Mt. Olive Church 

Rd, Commerce

SOUTH JACKSON

The Church at South-

side

8144 Jefferson Rd, 

Athens

WEST JACKSON

Free Chapel

2001 Cherry St, Bra-

selton

ESPLOST 

voting set 

March 16

See Pendergrass, page 2A


