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Visiting with Santa during Pandemic

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com

Twelve Banks County 

students currently have test-

ed positive for COVID-19, 

according to the latest in-

formation released from the 

Banks County School Sys-

tem. There are 2,735 stu-

dents in the school system.

There are currently 136 

students quarantined due to 

possible exposure.

The school system has 

five employees with a cur-

rent positive COVID-19 

status. There are 405 school 

employees.

There are currently six 

employees quarantined due 

to possible exposure.

COUNTY-WIDE

County-wide, 827 cases 

of COVID-19 have been 

reported since March. The 

number of cases is up 63 

in the past week, according 

to reports from the Geor-

gia Department of Public 

Health. Banks County has a 

population of 19,982.

Banks County has had 

a total of 12 deaths since 

March and 100 hospi-

talizations attributed to 

COVID-19.

12 students have current positive status
827 cases reported in county since March

COVID UPDATE: 

By SHARON HOGAN

sharon@mainstreetnews.com

The Banks County Plan-

ning Commission, at the 

monthly meeting on Tues-

day, Dec. 1, approved a re-

zoning request and a special 

use permit.

The rezoning request was 

approved unanimously for 

Michael Veal, Gainesville, 

to place a vehicle sales busi-

ness on 5.532 acres located 

on Old Hwy. 441 North.

The property is currently 

zoned ARR (Agricultur-

al, Rural, Residential) and 

the zoning will change to 

C2 (Commercial) to allow 

Veal to operate a business 

that sells $20,000-$30,000 

trucks.

Veal said he plans to con-

struct a 50x80 foot shop on 

the property and an area 

to display the trucks. He 

said his business averages 

selling 13 to 15 trucks per 

month.

Veal said he would not be 

doing any repairs or body 

work at the site.

No one spoke in opposi-

tion to this request.

RETREAT

A special use request was 

unanimously approved, with 

five conditions, for Paradise 

Recreation of Georgia Inc., 

owned by Ramon and Mar-

jorie Mantilla, Suwanee, to 

operate a retreat on 19.71 

acres at 256 Hebron Rd.

M. Mantilla said she and 

her husband have owned 

the property for six to seven 

years and they want to pro-

vide a recreational retreat 

for churches, families and 

corporations.

Adjoining property owner 

Tom Weeks voiced his con-

cern with the approximately 

900 feet that joins his prop-

erty that is not fenced and 

people being able to come 

onto his property and the 

noise that could come from 

allowing parties to be held 

on the property. M. Mantilla 

agreed to address the con-

cerns for Weeks.

The commission rec-

ommended the follow-

ing conditions as part of 

the approval: must have a 

staff member present when 

guests are on the property; 

quiet time begins at 10 p.m.; 

post the property adjoining 

the Weeks property accord-

ing to state regulations; 

all dogs on property must 

be leashed; and two-night 

maximum stay for guests.

Both of these requests will 

now go to the Banks Coun-

ty Board of Commission-

ers for final approval at the 

meeting set for 6:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, December 8, at the 

Banks County Annex. See 

www.banksnewstoday.com 

for results.

Planners recommend OK for vehicle business, retreat

Early voting starts Mon-

day for the run-off election.

Early voting will be held 

Dec. 14 — 18, Dec. 21 — 

23 and Dec. 29-31. 

All early voting will be at 

the Registrars Office, from 

8 a.m. until 5 p.m. daily.

All Election Day voting, 

on Jan. 5, will be at the 

Banks County Recreation 

Department, from 7 a.m. to 

7 p.m.

Republican Sen. David 

Perdue vs. Democrat Jon 

Ossoff and Republican Sen. 

Kelly Loeffler vs. Democrat 

Raphael Warnock will be on 

the ballot.

In the General Election, 

Perdue had 2.4 million 

votes, or 49.7 percent, while 

Ossoff had 2.3 million 

votes, or 47 percent. 

In the General Election, 

Raphael Warnock had 1.6 

million votes, 32.9 percent, 

and Kelly Loeffler, had 1.2 

million votes, or 25.9 per-

cent.

Also on the ballot will 

be the Public Service Com-

mission race between in-

cumbent Lauren “Bubba” 

McDonald (R) and Daniel 

Blackman (D).

McDonald has been on 

the commission for 22 

years and led Blackman, but 

didn’t win a majority. 

Early voting starts Monday for run-off  election

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com

A recount of ballots in 

Banks County confirmed 

the original election re-

sults that President Donald 

Trump heavily carried the 

county over Democrat Joe 

Biden.

The machine recount was 

completed Nov. 30 in the 

county as part of a statewide 

recount requested by the 

Trump administration.

In Banks County, the re-

count showed that Trump 

got 7,795 votes and Biden 

received 932. 

Libertarian Jo Jorgensen 

received 74 votes in Banks 

County.

Trump filed numerous un-

successful court challenges 

in Georgia and several other 

swing states in a bid to over-

turn election results where 

he lost to Biden.

The state’s recount comes 

as election officials prepare 

for a runoff on Jan. 5, 2021, 

for Georgia’s two senate 

seats. 

The balance of power in 

the Senate could be decided 

in those races.

Vote recount confirms presidential election results

Photo by Wesleigh Sagon

Santa was playing it safe this year as the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is on the rise. Here, Ember Whitmire, 3, waves to Santa on a pro-
jector screen inside Lula’s historic train depot during the town’s annual Christmas celebration. Her mother, Jenny Whitmire, is shown with 
her to the right on the screen. Children received a goody bag and were still able to tell Santa what is on their wish list though a microphone 
system. See more photos on Page 12A.

Christmas in the Park 

will be held from 1 p.m. to 

8 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 12, 

in Maysville.

The event will include 

visits with Santa, shop-

ping with local vendors, 

the presentation of “The 

Polar Express” at dark, 

boiled peanuts, inflatables, 

hot chocolate, concessions, 

S’mores, artwork displays 

and music by the East Jack-

son Middle School Chorus.

Christmas 
in the Park 
planned in 
Maysville

Beaverdam 

Baptist to host 

live nativity
Beaverdam Baptist 

Church will present its 

“One Holy Night – A Live 

Nativity” on Friday, Dec. 

13, and Saturday, Dec. 14.

The program starts at 

6:30 p.m. nightly.

There will be Christmas 

cookies, cakes, coffee and 

hot cocoa served each night 

to those attending.

For more information, 

call 706-255-0656 or 706-

207-9188.

The church pastor is 

Chuck Cook.

The church address is 

1627 Highway 59, Com-

merce.

If you are a Banks Coun-

ty resident and need assis-

tance installing or check-

ing smoke alarms, call 

706-677-1812 and Banks 

County Fire & EMS can 

install free smoke alarms or 

check the batteries for you 

to ensure yours are working 

correctly.

Almost three of every 

five home fire deaths result-

ed from fires in homes with 

no smoke alarms (40 per-

cent) or no working smoke 

alarms (17 percent).

The death rate per 1,000 

reported home fires was 

more than twice as high 

in homes that did not have 

any working smoke alarms 

compared to the rate in 

homes with working smoke 

alarms.

In fires in which the 

smoke alarms were present 

but did not operate, more 

than two of every five of the 

smoke alarms had missing 

or disconnected batteries.

Free smoke 

alarms installed; 

batteries tested


