
MAILING LABEL

JACKSON   HERALD

Wednesday, December 25, 2019THE

 VOL. 145   NO. 30 Merged in 2017 with A PUBLICATION OF  MainStreet Newspapers, Inc.
 

 28 PAGES 2 SECTIONS PLUS INSERTS The Commerce News JEFFERSON, JACKSON COUNTY GEORGIA 30549 $1.00 COPY

By Cindy Edge

The cost of the new coun-

ty agricultural facility went 

up a little more Dec. 16 after 

the Jackson County Board 

of Commissioners approved 

a $715,000 paving contract 

for the facility’s parking lot. 

The vote was split 3-2 on 

the issue.

The contract calls for 

heavy-duty, reinforced con-

crete paving so that the area 

can be used by the coun-

ty fire training facility as a 

driving course for fire trucks 

and other heavy-duty vehi-

cles.

Allied Paving Contrac-

tors was awarded the bid. 

The board further approved 

using SPLOST-6 funds to 

finance the additional cost.

Commissioner Ralph 

Richardson expressed con-

cern regarding the rising ex-

pense to complete construc-

tion of the facility, noting 

the cost has already exceed-

ed $5 million.

Richardson and commis-

sioner Chas Hardy voted 

against the plan and against 

using SPLOST funds to pay 

for it.

NEW PLANNING 

BOARD MEMBER

In other action, the BOC 

made a number of coun-

ty committee and agency 

appointments, including 

appointing Harold Mull to 

replace David Ayers on the 

Jackson County Planning 

Commission. The board re-

appointed Steve Wittry to 

the planning board for an-

other term.

Other re-appointments 

were: James Scott, Steve 

Wittry and Shirley Turn-

er to the Board of Adjust-

ment; Charles Harrington 

and Larry Marchinton to the 

Dangerous Dog Committee; 

Clarence Bryant to the In-

dustrial Development Au-

thority; Elizabeth French 

and Melody Herrington to 

the Keep Jackson County 

Beautiful Board of Direc-

tors; and Roger Brock, Josh 

Huskins, Jay Phillips and 

Jimmy Peck to the Parks 

BOC split on ag center paving
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Kodigh Vanderburg, 10 months, Maysville, just wasn’t sure about the jolly man in the red suit. Bobby 

Vanderburg, Maysville, is shown holding Kodigh, during the annual event at the Maysville Community 

Improvement Club.

NOT SURE ABOUT SANTA

Merry Christmas

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

The Hoschton City 

Council can continue to 

operate with a three-mem-

ber board following recent 

court action.

On Dec. 20, Superior 

Court Judge Joe Booth 

ordered the temporary 

suspension of a sentence 

in the town’s charter 

that prevents the acting 

mayor from voting. That 

move allows mayor pro 

tem Adam Ledbetter and 

council members Shant-

won Astin and Hope 

Weeks to continue func-

tioning as a three-member 

board.

The issue comes after 

former mayor Theresa 

Kenerly and mayor pro 

tem Jim Cleveland sub-

mitted their resignations 

following months of con-

troversy.

Cleveland’s and Kener-

ly’s resignations left the 

city council essentially in-

operable under the town’s 

charter. Three affirmative 

votes are required for 

the council to approve 

anything. But the town’s 

charter doesn’t allow the 

mayor, or in the absence 

of the mayor, the mayor 

pro tem, to vote on city 

matters.

With just three coun-

cil members left and no 

mayor, there wouldn’t 

have been enough voting 

members to transact city 

business.

The order in the Su-

perior Court of Jackson 

County allows the new-

ly-elected mayor pro tem, 

Ledbetter, to vote on city 

matters. That move al-

lows the council to con-

tinue functioning until the 

March 24 election to fill 

the vacated seats.

FIRST MEETING  

FOLLOWS SHORTLY

The three-member 

board wasted no time, 

holding its first official 

Judge rules 

council  

can operate

The Hoschton City Council meets shortly after 

Superior Court Judge Joe Booth ordered that 

the three-member council could continue func-

tioning. Pictured are: council member Shant-

won Astin, mayor pro tem Adam Ledbetter, at-

torney Thomas Mitchell, council member Hope 

Weeks, and event coordinator/public relations 

Jennifer Kidd-Harrison.

Carroll Daniel Construc-

tion was named as the con-

struction manager at-risk to 

do Phase 1 of transforming 

the existing Jackson Coun-

ty Comprehensive High 

School into a multi-use fa-

cility to be known as the 

Empower College and Ca-

reer Center. The Jackson 

County Board of Education 

chose Carroll Daniel out of 

four finalists at its meeting 

Dec. 9.

Although he wasn’t at the 

Dec. 9 meeting and didn’t 

register a vote, BOE mem-

ber Don Clerici sent word 

to the board ahead of time 

that he was opposed to the 

selection of Carroll Daniel 

for the project.

Carroll Daniel is also the 

construction manager for 

the new Jackson County 

High School being built in 

West Jackson.

The Empower center is 

slated to open in 2021. The 

Phase 1 project is expected 

to cost $6 million.

OTHER ACTION

In action Dec. 9, the BOE:

• approved renaming 

Lynn Massey-Wheeler as 

BOE chairman and Michael 

Cronic as vice-chairman for 

2020.

• approved a revision to 

several school policies, in-

cluding student hearing pro-

cedures.

• discussed changing 

the system’s high schools 

Carroll Daniel named 

CM of Empower project

Elementary schools in the Jackson 

County School System closed one day 

early last week due to a large outbreak 

of the flu.

The schools closed for the Christmas 

break starting on Thursday, Dec. 19.

The system sent out a message Dec. 

18 announcing the closure, saying the 

flu “has affected a significant number of 

students and staff.” Superintendent April 

Howard said the flu had hit over 14 per-

cent of students and staff. An epidemic is 

considered to be 10 percent and above.

The system’s middle and high schools 

went ahead and held class Dec. 19, but 

on a previously-set early release sched-

ule. Those schools had not been as ad-

versely affected by the flu as the elemen-

tary schools, officials said.

County 

elementary 

schools closed 

early last week
By Alex Buffington

alex@mainstreetnews.com

Hoschton Mayor Theresa Ken-

erly resigned her office Dec. 15 

following a national controversy 

and months of calls for her res-

ignation.

But Kenerly was adamant in a 

recent interview with The Bra-

selton News that she did nothing 

wrong in the hiring process of 

a new city administrator for the 

town.

Kenerly is accused of not in-

cluding the resume of Keith 

Henry, a candidate for city ad-

ministrator, because of his race. 

A fellow council member said 

Kenerly presented the council 

with three resumes, adding there 

was a fourth candidate, Henry, 

who was “real good.” Kenerly re-

portedly told the council member 

that Henry is black and she didn’t 

know if the city was “ready for 

that.”

In a following news story 

about the issue with an Atlanta 

newspaper, mayor pro tem Jim 

Cleveland defended Kenerly and 

also expressed his views against 

interracial relationships, stating 

they make his “blood boil.”

The backlash was swift, with 

citizens calling for Cleveland’s 

and Kenerly’s resignations and 

filing numerous ethics com-

plaints. And when the two didn’t 

resign, a formal recall effort was 

started in August.

After months of signature gath-

ering and court hearings, the final 

recall vote was scheduled for Jan. 

14. But in December, Cleveland 

and Kenerly both resigned before 

a recall could happen.

The resignations left the city 

council essentially inoperable, 

forcing the town to seek a court 

decision to allow a three-member 

city council to vote until the va-

cated seats are filled March 24.

KENERLY’S SIDE

In an interview after her resig-

nation, Kenerly remained insis-

tent that she did nothing wrong 

in the city administrator search.

“I think I did it fair,” she said.

Kenerly said the city received 

over 90 applicants for the posi-

tion. She narrowed the list down 

to 10 and focused on candidates 

that offered significant experi-

ence.

Resigned Hoschton mayor 

adamant she did nothing wrong

See Paving, page 2A
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See Hoschton, page 2A

See Mayor, page 2A

Two teenage girls were 

killed Saturday, Dec. 21 

on Hwy. 129 in front of the 

Pendergrass Flea Market.

According to the Geor-

gia State Patrol, Najely 

Bonilla, 17, of Gainesville 

Two teenagers 

killed in 

Saturday wreck

Scene at Saturday’s fatal wreck on Hwy. 129.

See Wreck, page 2A


