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Amid the confirmation of Georgia’s first 

cases of the deadly Coronavirus Disease 

2019, state and local officials are closely 

monitoring the situation as the outbreak 

continues its spread across the globe.

At a news conference Monday, March 2, 

Gov. Brian Kemp and state public health 

commissioner Kathleen Toomey said two 

Fulton County residents living in the same 

household had contracted the new coro-

navirus, which originated in Asia and has 

quickly spread to several continents and 

more than a dozen U.S. states as of Tuesday 

morning, March 3. 

One of the residents had recently re-

turned from Italy, where there has been a 

significant outbreak. Both people were de-

scribed as having “mild symptoms” and are 

isolated at home with other relatives to keep 

the illness from spreading, officials said.

While many of those affected by the virus 

have only mild cases, the estimated death 

rate of 1-3 percent is high compared to the 

death rate for the regular flu, which kills 

thousands of people each year.

At the national level, the virus is already 

affecting international flights and disrupt-

ing some business supply lines, especially 

out of China where the virus began. 

The fear of a prolonged economic down-

turn due to the virus has tanked stock mar-

kets around the world, including here in the 

U.S.

Last week, Kemp created a state-level 

Coronavirus task force to begin planning 

for potential problems in Georgia.

“Our team has been working around the 

clock to prepare for any scenario. Already, 

state health officials have established con-

tact with these individuals (with confirmed 

cases) to gather more information, monitor 

their condition, and determine any expo-

sure,” Kemp said in the Monday news con-

ference. 

“They are confident that our efforts to 

prepare for this moment have enabled us to 

manage these cases appropriately and mini-

mize any risks moving forward. We remain 

in constant communication with our part-

ners at all levels of government, and we will 

continue to update members of the public 

as information becomes available.”

Penny Clack, the emergency manage-

ment director for Barrow County, said the 

Department of Public Health (DPH) would 

take the lead in the event of a local outbreak.

“We have been in discussions with the 

health department and others and at this 

time we are reviewing our pandemic flu 

plans and utilizing them as a guide,” Clack 

said. “We will continue to monitor the sit-

uation and communicate with all those that 

would be responding to any outbreaks. We 

also will be monitoring news reports and 

information released by the CDC.

“Like many organizations, the biggest 

thing we are doing at this point is encour-

aging good hygiene — hand washing, don’t 

touch your face, etc., and social distancing.”

Officials monitoring coronavirus situation
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The City of Winder’s 

search for a new adminis-

trator is officially underway, 

and city leaders are hoping 

the vacancy will be filled 

within the next few months 

or sooner.

A job description includ-

ing qualifications for the 

position and other informa-

tion was posted to the city’s 

website Feb. 24 and is call-

ing for applications to be 

submitted by March 23.

The city is looking for a 

new administrator follow-

ing the resignation of Don-

ald Toms last month. Toms, 

who had been with the city 

since 2010, informed Mayor 

David Maynard and the city 

council Feb. 4 that he was 

stepping down. 

The resignation took ef-

fect Feb. 19, and Maynard 

has been handling the bulk 

of the administrator duties 

since then.

Toms’ decision came the 

day after the council held a 

closed session at the end of 

a regularly-scheduled work 

session to discuss personnel 

among other topics.

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.

com 

The Winder City Coun-

cil is generally supportive 

of the city building a dog 

park, but it is not likely to 

be located near the railroad 

tracks downtown as pro-

posed.

During a work session 

Monday, March 2, the coun-

cil briefly discussed a pro-

posal to build a dog park 

on vacant city property be-

tween the city hall annex 

and railroad tracks on North 

Jackson Street. The cost 

of the project — between 

fencing and various stations 

at the park — would be 

$19,700, according to a pre-

liminary estimate obtained 

by the city. A total budget of 

$24,000 was recommended 

for the project.

A dog park has been on 

the city’s radar in recent 

months. During a strategic 

planning workshop on Feb. 

19, a Georgia Department 

of Community Affairs rep-

resentative suggested to the 

council that a dog park in 

the downtown area would 

help the city with one of its 

primary goals of attracting 

more people to the down-

town area and businesses.

But the project and pro-

posed location drew a mixed 

reaction on a social media 

page over the last week, 

with negative comments 

centering largely around the 

proximity to the tracks and 

the potential negative im-

pact on dogs. 

Councilwoman Holly 

Sheats said she had received 

similar feedback.

A dog park is current-

ly planned as part of the 

ongoing voter-approved 

expansion of Victor Lord 

Park by Barrow County, and 

some council members said 

it would be better to locate 

any dog park further away 

from that one.

Councilman Jimmy Ter-

rell suggested the city could 

look at other locations away 

from the downtown area 

such as City Pond Park or 

land near the utilities and 

public works complex off 

Miles Patrick Road.

The council is likely to 

discuss potential locations 

at future work sessions. 

Sheats said she would like 

to hear community feed-

back at those sessions.

Also Monday, the council 

agreed to get public feed-

back on potential names for 

the new pedestrian plaza 

along Jackson Street be-

tween Midland Avenue and 

Candler Street, which is 

scheduled to be completed 

Saving something important

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

As it sat in disrepair for years and with the City of 

Winder unable to find anyone who could make use of 

it, the iconic Peskin building on East Athens Street 

seemed destined to be torn down and erased from the 

downtown landscape.

But in April 2016 a construction company own-

er, who had recently moved to town from Gwinnett 

County, stepped into the building he had grown in-

trigued by and immediately saw a future for it.

Nearly three years after the city council agreed to 

give it to him, and north of $3 million in investment 

later, Daniel Diaz has transformed the more than 

80-year-old former department store into what is once 

again becoming a key focal point downtown.

“When I first saw it, I asked (real estate agent Mike 

Rice) about it and said, ‘I wish somebody would get 

me a building like that one day,” Diaz said last month, 

sitting in his company conference room on the third 

floor. “And I remember the first day going up to the 

rooftop and looking around and thinking this building 

really had a lot of potential.”

Certificates of occupancy were issued for the build-

ing in December. A steakhouse — Latin Flavors — 

opened on the first floor and has become an immedi-

ate hit, along with an accompanying basement bar and 

rooftop lounge. 

A special-event space, an idea spearheaded by Di-

az’s wife, is now on the second floor, where the lo-

cal Masonic Lodge and Eastern Star chapter used to 

meet. And the offices for Diaz’s several companies 

are on the third floor.

A native of Panama, Diaz came to the U.S. when 

he was 19 years old and lived with his mother in Mis-

sissippi, where he went to college. In 1994, when he 

was 23, he moved to Atlanta with $700 in his pocket, 

almost all of which he says went toward a room at the 

cheapest hotel he could find, a car and gas.

Diaz breathes life back into Peskin 
building in downtown Winder
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The Peskin building in downtown Winder, pictured here in November 2019, has been restored by con-
struction company owner Daniel Diaz, who has invested more than $3 million into the former depart-
ment store building. The building now has Latin Flavors steakhouse on the first floor with an accom-
panying basement bar and rooftop lounge, a special-event space on the second floor and Diaz’s offices 
on the third floor. Certificates of occupancy for the building were issued in December.

Diaz is pictured on the roof of the Peskin building in February. “The View” rooftop lounge is connected 
to the first-floor Latin Flavors steakhouse.
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