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CITY HALL, WPD 

PARKING LOT TO 

TEMPORARILY 

CLOSE

The entire parking lot at 

Winder City Hall and the 

Winder Police Department 

will be temporarily closed 

for construction beginning 

Feb. 9. Without any weath-

er delays, the lot should be 

reopened by Feb. 21.

The closure is part of on-

going renovations, includ-

ing a new parking lot and 

pedestrian plaza.

All city employees, vis-

itors to City Hall/WPD, 

downtown business owners 

and customers will need 

to utilize other downtown 

parking areas during this 

time, officials said.

NEW STATHAM 

POLICE CHIEF TO 

MEET WITH 

RESIDENTS

New Statham police 

chief Ira Underwood will 

meet with city residents at 

10 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, 

for a “Coffee and Dough-

nuts with the Chief” ses-

sion.

Underwood started in 

January, coming to the 

town from the Auburn Po-

lice Department.

The meeting will be at 

the Statham Community 

Center.

GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY MEETING 

SET

The East Georgia Genea-

logical Society will meet at 

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.

com

The City of Winder plans 

to keep the fine for stop-

ping on the railroad tracks 

at $250 as the city’s police 

department works to more 

aggressively enforce against 

violations.

In light of a few crashes 

in recent months that were 

caused by people illegally 

stopping on the tracks and 

snarled downtown traffic, 

the Winder City Council 

discussed increasing the 

Municipal Court fine during 

its Monday, Feb. 3 work 

session. 

But the item was left off 

the council’s Tuesday, Feb. 

4 voting session agenda, as 

the general consensus was 

to see if the department’s 

closer monitoring of the is-

sue would have a positive 

impact.

“I take responsibility. Our 

officers haven’t always giv-

en the attention to this par-

ticular violation that maybe 

we should,” police chief Jim 

Fullington told the council 

during the Monday work 

session.

Fullington said the de-

partment made a total of 42 

stops last year for vehicles 

illegally stopping on the 

tracks but that roughly two-

thirds of those resulted in 

written warnings. 

Since December, he said 

police have been more 

aggressive with their en-

forcement and have made 

37 stops over the last three 

months, issuing 25 citations.

“We’re giving it more at-

tention and we’re already 

seeing the results,” Fulling-

ton said.

The most recent accident 

occurred Jan. 28 when a 

vehicle pulling a 35-foot 

trailer stopped on the CSX 

Railroad crossing on North 

Broad Street by McDon-

ald’s and was struck by a 

slow-moving train, causing 

an intersection closure of 

more than an hour.

Last fall, another vehicle 

carrying a trailer was struck 

at the Broad Street crossing, 

impacting every crossing 

from Athens Street by Pop-

eye’s to Horton Street by 

Hill’s Ace Hardware. 

That resulted in heavy 

train damage and a five-

hour intersection closure.

Fullington said many of 

the incidents of vehicles be-

ing illegally stopped on the 

tracks are due to driver mis-

gauging the timing on traffic 

lights that are in close prox-

imity to the crossings.

STAR students, teachers honored

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com 

Apalachee High School princi-

pal Jennifer Martin said she knew 

senior student Kelly Eick was a 

special student when she joined the 

school’s Chick-fil-A Leadership 

Academy as a freshman.

More than three years later, 

Martin was introducing Eick as 

Apalachee’s 2019-20 STAR stu-

dent at the annual Barrow County 

Chamber of Commerce STAR Stu-

dent and Teacher luncheon.

“I have felt so honored to work 

alongside her,” Martin said of Eick, 

who is also the Barrow Coun-

ty School System’s system-wide 

STAR student for the year. Eick 

was recognized by the chamber 

along with Bethlehem Christian 

Academy senior Rebekah Doolittle 

and Winder-Barrow High School 

senior Lauren Freeman for having 

the highest SAT score and finish-

ing in the top 10 of their graduat-

ing classes. The three students also 

introduced their STAR teachers 

during the luncheon.

Eick, who has been accepted 

to Georgia Tech and is awaiting 

word from Duke University, went 

with an unconventional choice, 

choosing AHS band director Dion 

Muldrow as her STAR teacher.

She recalled a story about how 

Muldrow had supported her since 

she was a timid freshman entering 

band camp.

“Every day, he followed up with 

me and asked me how I was do-

ing,” Eick said. 

“To be an effective leader, you 

need to know who you’re working 

with from the top down. It’s more 

than a grade on a piece of paper or 

an SAT score. He’s taught me how 

to be a leader.”

Muldrow said he was honored 

that Eick described him as her hero 

Barrow County Chamber of  Commerce 
recognizes top SAT scorers at 3 high schools
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Apalachee High School senior Kelly Eick is the 
2019-20 STAR student for the school and the Bar-
row County School System. She is pictured speak-
ing at the annual Barrow County Chamber of 
Commerce STAR Student and Teacher luncheon 
on Tuesday, Feb. 5. 

Apalachee High School band director Dion 
Muldrow was chosen as the STAR teacher by 
STAR student Kelly Eick.

Rebekah Doolittle is the STAR student for Bethle-
hem Christian Academy.

Cricket Butler was chosen as the STAR teacher 
for Bethlehem Christian Academy.

Lauren Freeman was recognized as the STAR stu-
dent for Winder-Barrow High School.

Stephanie Britt was selected as the STAR teacher 
for Winder-Barrow High School.

See Briefs, page 2A
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By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

Winder city administrator Donald 

Toms intends to resign from his position, 

he said Wednesday, Feb. 5.

Toms’ resignation is effective Feb. 19, 

he said, adding that he had not turned in 

an official notice as of 9:30 a.m. Wednes-

day.

Toms notified Mayor David Maynard 

and the city council Tuesday, Feb. 4, the 

day after the council’s work session when 

it met in a closed session to discuss per-

sonnel among other topics.

No official vote of any kind was taken 

following the closed session, and Toms 

and Maynard declined Wednesday to dis-

close what was discussed in the session.

Toms had been with the city since 2010, 

when he was hired to replace Bob Beck, 

who died earlier that year. He previously 

was the finance director for the City of 

Milledgeville and had also worked as a 

city administrator in Rincon and Bowdon.

“I feel like I’ve done a really good job 

over the last nine years,” Toms said. “I 

have nothing but positive things to say 

about the City of Winder. I’m going to 

be its biggest cheerleader going forward. 

It’s not a situation with negativity or bad 

blood. It’s just good timing to move on.”

Toms’ resignation comes as the coun-

cil is set to hold a pair of goal-setting 

workshops this month, the first of which 

is scheduled for 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, 

Feb. 7, at the Winder Community Center.

The council has had four new members 

come on board since 2018, including new 

council members Holly Sheats and Kobi 

Kilgore, who came on board last month.

Maynard praised Toms’ leadership of 

the city over the past nine-plus years.

“I hate it that he’s leaving. I think he’s 

done a great job,” said Maynard, who has 

been mayor since 2012 and was on the 

council prior to that. “He’s led us through 

the beautification of downtown and nu-

merous utility projects. He’s reorganized 

the structure of the city government. It’s 

what I ran on and what he’s done, making 

us more efficient and effective. He’s the 

reason we’re functioning at a high level.”

Winder city administrator Toms to resign
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