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By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

A shared investment in economic devel-

opment between Barrow County and its 

cities and marketing the Center for Innova-

tive Teaching as a community destination 

center were the top items from the Barrow 

Summit 2.0, held Sept. 24-25 at the Geor-

gia Club in Statham.

The summit attracted about 70 people to 

its future planning session. It was the first 

time Barrow County has held such a gath-

ering in about 15 years, Tommy Jennings, 

president of the chamber, said.

He said the first summit occurred during 

fast-growth economic times, and now is a 

different time.

The chamber wanted to be the “conve-

ner” of such a session, he said.

The session was “not only for us to listen 

to people, but for people to listen to each 

other,” Jennings said.

The meeting had established topics — 

and tables — to consider. Economic devel-

opment, education, environmental issues, 

healthcare, housing, retail business, tech-

nology and transportation were the topics.

In the economic development area, put-

ting more emphasis on the Park 53 develop-

ment and promoting the use of DDAs were 

listed.

Assets identified included available util-

ities, the road network (including planned 

improvements), local schools and colleges 

and workforce training.

The new school for Barrow County seeks 

to focus on “students’ interest” and orga-

nize subjects around that, superintendent 

Chris McMichael said.

The combination of, and proximity of, 

the new schools, Sims Academy and Lanier 

Technical College helps the county, partic-

ipants said.

CFIT plans call for outside attractions 

such as a splash pad to bring the communi-

ty together with the school. A capital fund-

raising effort for that facility will start in the 

next few months. The Barrow Community 

Foundation and the Barrow County schools 

are partners in that.

Housing and transportation got much of 

the discussion during the day-and-a-half 

session. 

Economic development, education get attention at summit
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A panel of, from left, Wayne Bartlett, Progressive Realty; Joe Boswell, Georgia De-
partment of Transportation; Ray Perren, president of Lanier Technical College; and 
Tracy Vardeman, strategist for the Northeast Georgia Health System, talked with 
the crowd and answered questions for more than an hour Sept. 24.

The Barrow County 

Chamber of Commerce 

governmental affairs com-

mittee has announced can-

didate forums for the up-

coming municipal elections 

in Statham and Winder.

Candidates to replace 

retiring Mayor Robert 

Bridges in Statham and 

for a special election to fill 

the unexpired term of for-

mer council member Eddie 

Jackson (who is running for 

mayor) will participate in a 

6:30 p.m. forum at Statham 

Elementary School, 1970 

Broad St., on Monday, Oct. 

14.

Along with Jackson, who 

had to resign his coun-

cil seat to run for mayor, 

Rudy Krause and Joe Piper 

are vying for the seat. The 

council seat left vacated by 

Jackson has four candidates 

— Steve Boughton, Tammy 

Crawley, Scott Penn and 

Timothy Terilli.

Statham, 

Winder 

candidate 

forums set

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

The new Barrow Coun-

ty high school that will be 

adjacent to Sims Academy 

will be the Barrow Arts & 

Sciences Academy.

The Barrow County 

Board of Education unani-

mously voted for that name 

near the end of its meeting 

Tuesday, Oct. 1.

Superintendent Chris 

McMichael recommend-

ed the name from a list of 

more than 200 suggested by 

teachers, parents, communi-

ty members and students.

McMichael said during 

his “state of education” talk 

Tuesday at a chamber of 

commerce lunch that about 

430 applications already 

have been made for the 

school. The formal appli-

cation process will be the 

last two weeks of October 

and first three weeks of No-

vember. McMichael said the 

school expects to open with 

about 600 students in Au-

gust 2020.

Joe Perno, the assistant 

superintendent for systems 

operations, told the board 

the roof is on the classroom 

building. He said “you can 

get a lot done” when it does 

not “rain for three weeks” 

during construction.

Phase I of the school 

construction is underway. 

It includes two buildings, 

the classroom facility and 

common areas such as the 

cafeteria, media center and 

a physical education gym.

PAY INCREASE 

PUT OFF

A proposed pay increase 

for the BOE was delayed. 

Chair Lynn Stevens sug-

gested a motion to defer 

the item “for further discus-

sion” and that was done.

The proposal would have 

increased the board pay 

from $50 to $500 a month 

and $50 per diem for travel 

days for training and con-

ferences. It was discussed at 

the work session, and board 

members Garey Huff Sr. 

and Rickey Bailey objected 

to the increase.

‘Out of  the darkness’

By Wesleigh Sagon
Wesleigh@mainstreetnews.com

Suicide prevention month ended with the Barrow 

County Out of the Darkness Walk raising $27,000. The 

event was held on Saturday, Sept. 28, at Winder-Bar-

row High School and on the lawn of the First Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ).

“This is the second largest walk in Georgia,” said Stu-

art Winborne, Georgia area director. “The Out of the 

Darkness Walk is a national organization, hosted by the 

American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, that helps 

to save lives and bring hope to those affected by sui-

cide.”

The organization conducts prevention education pro-

grams to educate the public about mood disorders and 

suicide prevention. It funds scientific research and pro-

motes policies and legislation that impact suicide and 

prevention, and it provides programs and resources for 

Inaugural walk raises awareness for 
rising suicide concerns in Barrow Co.

Elijah Hightower, 1, is shown next to one of the 
many messages wrote in chalk around the side-
walks of Winder-Barrow High School during suicide 
prevention month. The Out of the Darkness Walk 
was held on Saturday, Sept. 28. The message reads 
“You are loved.”
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Amberlyn and Zachary Peoples, 3, pinned loved ones names to the memory wall at the Out of the Darkness 
Walk held at Winder-Barrow High School. Their group name is “Fly High.” The team walks at many suicide 
prevention causes.

Suicide prevention month ended with the Barrow County Out of the Darkness Walk raising $27,000. The 
event was held at the Winder-Barrow High School and on the lawn of the First Christian Church (Disci-
ples of Christ).
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See BOE, page 3A


