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By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County District 

1 Commissioner Lee Allen 

announced this week that 

he won’t seek re-election in 

2020. However, Allen said 

he will complete his term, 

which ends Dec. 31, 2020.

“My time as commission-

er of District 1 is coming to 

an end, and I will not seek 

re-election,” announced Al-

len this week. “As commis-

sioner of District 1, I have 

the pleasure and honor of 

working daily on behalf of 

citizens in an effort to make 

Madison County the best 

county in this state. It is time 

to start a new chapter in my 

life, one that I am excited to 

begin. Thank y’all for the 

support, faith, and prayers. 

I wish Madison County a 

bright and prosperous fu-

ture. God bless Madison 

County!”

Allen serves as vice-chair-

man of the BOC and will 

handle chairman’s duties 

at the commissioners’ table 

while John Scarborough 

recovers from back surgery 

last week. The chairman 

could be out four-to-six 

Allen won’t 

seek re-election 

in 2020

ROTARY

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

The Rotary Club of Madison County 

aims to give local youth a new option for 

summer fun: a splash pad at the recreation 

department.

The club is planning to raise private 

funds for a 70’ by 30’ concrete pad near 

the batting cages and track at the Sammy 

Haggard Park off Hwy. 98 in Danielsville.

“There’s nothing like it in Madison 

County,” said Josh Chandler of the Rotary 

Club. “We see it being hugely popular and 

will bring a lot of people together at the 

rec center. One of 

the things you look 

at in a community 

is: ‘What’s the qual-

ity of life?’ We feel 

like this is a good 

way to enhance 

what we have here, 

giving kids a place 

to play.”

The club is aiming 

to raise $120,000 

and to have the 

splash pad in service 

by May of 2020. 

The funds will come 

from private dona-

tions, grants and 

sponsorships. No tax money will be used 

to construct the splash pad. The Rotary 

already has $38,000 to go toward con-

struction, which will be handled by Great 

Southern Rec. There will also be adver-

tising offered on fencing and bricks at the 

site to help cover splash pad costs.

“The Rotary will be financially respon-

sible for the installation of it,” said Chan-

dler. “It will become a county facility. The 

county will assume maintenance and op-

eration of it. The model we’re following is 

one in Dawson County. They worked out 

a partnership with the county and the Ro-

tary does stipend some maintenance funds 

for the county. We don’t know what that 

will look like yet, but we’re not going to 

build it and walk away from it, because it 

is going to be branded for Rotary.”

Chandler said most of the water features 

will be embedded in the concrete, with wa-

ter sprayed upwards. Water for the splash 

pad will come from either the county or 

City of Danielsville water system.

“We do have some elevated features, 

dump buckets and spray nozzles, but 

the majority of them are embedded,” he 

said. “We didn’t want to saddle the coun-

ty with a huge maintenance issue. It will 

run off system pressure and won’t require 

pumps.”

Chandler said the water from the pad 

will go into a retention pond, which will 

be an irrigation source for the recreation 

department. The pond 

will also catch some 

of the other storm wa-

ter runoff in the back 

of the recreation park 

that has caused erosion 

issues.

“Storm drains will 

collect all the water 

that is sprayed out 

through the features,” 

said Chandler. “And 

the water will go out to 

the retention pond.”

Chandler said water 

won’t constantly run at 

the pad.

“What we’re going to 

do to mitigate some of the water usage is 

have it zoned,” said Chandler. “So there 

will be an activator, a surface-mount fea-

ture that a kid could step on or a wheel-

chair could roll over. And it will be on a 

timer. It will only run three or four min-

utes on that timer. It’s not going to be a 

water fountain, not something that runs 

all the time. It will only run when there’s 

someone there to interact with it.”

Rotary member Mike Williams said he 

likes the fact that the splash pad is some-

thing children of all abilities can enjoy.

“The features are designed to be inclu-

sive to all, no matter their ability level,” 

said Williams. “There are activators for 

the water features — one hand-operated 

and another on the ground could be foot 

or wheelchair operated.”

The Rotary Club of Madison County 

is most known for its ramp-building pro-

gram — the group has built 752 handicap 

ramps. Chandler noted that the group also 

was instrumental in starting the senior 

center and Madison Memorial Park by 

Splash time

Rotary plans splash pad at rec department

The Rotary Club offers this rendering of how a splash pad at the recreation de-
partment might appear.

To make a tax-deductible donation for the splash 
pad, visit the Rotary Club of Madison County 
Facebook page and click on “shop now” or mail a 
check payable to the Madison County Rotary 
Foundation, Inc. at Rotary Club of Madison 
County, P.O. Box 596, Danielsville, Ga. 30633.

Want to help?

By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

Teacher Amy Dobbs says she tries to 

help her students see the math in their 

everyday lives, not just as problems on a 

page to be solved.

With this in mind, she kicks off every 

school year with a lesson entitled, “Fig-

ure Me Out.”

First, she draws a stick person to repre-

sent herself and fills a poster with ques-

tions about herself for students to “figure 

out” the answers to.

“The only way the students can figure 

out the answer to the questions is to solve 

the math equations that match the ques-

tions,” Dobbs said. “For example, (they 

have to) solve the equation ‘4 divided 

by 2,’ to find the answer to the question, 

‘How many children do I have?’”

She makes sure to include all levels 

of equations so that all levels of learners 

can figure out a few facts about her.

“Of course, some are very basic and 

others are very tricky,” she added. “This 

lesson gets the students so excited about 

math. They love trying to solve the equa-

tions to learn new things about me. They 

are so engaged trying to figure out my 

age, number of children, how many pets, 

number of states I’ve traveled to and so 

forth that they don’t even realize they are 

working, learning, and having fun!”

Once they complete Dobbs’ poster, she 

has them make their own posters with 

equations about themselves.

“They have the best time creating the 

equations and trying to come up with in-

teresting facts that their classmates don’t 

already know about them,” she said.

One of her favorite things about it is 

that it seems to extend beyond the class-

‘Math in 
real life’
Dobbs helps students 

apply math to every 

day experiences

Madison County “Teacher of the Year” 
Amy Dobbs works with students Na-
talie Wood and Jacob Hanley on their 
math assignments at Ila Elementary 
School.

‘Community 

conversations’ in 

Comer gives voice to 

immigrant narratives

Madison County 

Red Raider football 

team gets big win in 

Mt. Airy Friday night

“We feel like 

this is a good way 

to enhance what 

we have here, 

giving kids a 

place to play.”

— Josh Chandler, the Rotary 

Club of Madison County

See Splash pad, page 2A

See Dobbs, page 2A

See BOC, page 2A

A Comer man was arrested last week 

on multiple molestation charges involv-

ing a female in the same household under 

age 14.

Earl Lynde Strealy, 46, was charged 

with two counts of aggravated sexual bat-

tery and two counts of child molestation.

According to Captain Jimmy Patton of 

the sheriff’s office, the incident involved 

a time period of about four years.

Strealy remains in the Madison County 

Jail without bond.

Comer man 
charged with 
child molestation

— Page 3A — Page1B


