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Photo by Wesleigh Sagon
Brandon Ayala is shown performing a rola bola 
act where a teeter board is placed on top of a 
stack of cups on a rolling cylinder. This was one 
of the many performances by Ayala at the Lewis 
and Clark Circus. The show was held at the Com -
er Fairgrounds. See Pages 8-9A for more photos.
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The Madison County Journal launched a new web-
site Sept. 18.

The new site includes all the content from the news-
paper, unlike the previous site which only included se-
lected stories.

The website address will stay the same at Madison-
JournalToday.com.

For now, access to the site will remain free. But start-
ing in early 2020, only newspaper subscribers will be 
able to access content on the website.

“Once we go behind a paywall, you will have to be 
a subscriber to access the content,” said editor Zach 
Mitcham.

For now, to access content on the new website view-
ers will have to create a log-in account with their email 
address.

REGIONAL PUBLICATIONS
Content from The Madison County Journal will also 

feed into the regional MainstreetNews.com website 
along with the newspaper’s four sister publications.

All the content from The Madison County Journal, 

The Jackson Herald, The Banks County News, The 

Barrow News-Journal and The Braselton News will be 
available on the regional Mainstreetnews.com website 
for the four-county area.

Mainstreet Newspapers will also maintain its sep-
arate stand-alone websites for area obituaries and re-
gional sports.

Journal launches new website

By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

It’s the �rst full week of fall next 
week. In Madison County, that’s also 
“fair time.”

The 71st-annual Madison County 
Agricultural Fair will open Tuesday, 
Sept. 24, at 6 p.m. at the Comer Lions 
Club fairgrounds, 1254 Main Street 
(Hwy. 22), Comer.

The fair will run through Saturday, 
Sept. 28. Gates open nightly at 6 p.m. 
with a Saturday matinee for kids from 
noon to 4 p.m. The $4 gate admittance 
includes free grandstand entertainment 
and you can bring a pair of used eye-
glasses, hearing aids or cell phones and 
get 50 cents off the gate price. Ages 5 
and under are admitted free. The Satur-
day matinee features free entrance for 
children under 15 and $1 for all others.

Gate prizes will be offered each eve-
ning and during the Saturday matinee 

(deposit your gate tickets in the barrel 
under the canopy and remember to save 
your stub). Drawings are held at 10 p.m. 
Tuesday through Thursday and at 

11 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and or-
ganizers say you must be present to win.

James Gang Entertainment will once 

Madison Co. Fair set for Sept. 24-28

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

County industrial authority leaders 
reviewed the proposed 2020 county 
water budget Sept. 16, which is down 
from 2019. But that dip doesn’t re�ect 
cuts. Rather, it’s due to a major project 
included in this year’s budget that won’t 
be in the 2020 �gures.

The water budget �uctuates signi�-
cantly from year to year, based on what 
projects the group is tackling at the 
time. The 2019 budget was $6.8 mil-
lion, because it includes a $4.7 million 
project, running a 12-inch water line 12 
miles from Elbert County to the Geor-
gia Renewable Power (GRP) plant. But 
next year’s water budget is projected at 
$2.7 million, since it doesn’t include 
such a major project.

The 2020 water budget includes 
$451,504 in loan payments, up from 
$275,000 this year, but down from the 
$864,000 in payments in 2018 before 
the IDA re�nanced much of its debt for 
old water expansion projects.

Meanwhile, the IDA anticipates an 
increase in water billing revenues from 
$1.1 million to $1.7 million, while also 
increasing its water purchase expenses 
from outside the county from $760,000 
to $1.2 million.

The IDA is trying to increase its 
in-county water production through 
well purchases and rehabilitation so that 

it can be less reliant on out-of-county 
sources. The group reviewed its month-
ly water report Monday, which showed 
5.8 million gallons of water produced in 
the county in August. But the bulk of 
its water supply comes from out of the 
county. The IDA purchased 8.5 million 
gallons from Elbert County, 2.8 million 
gallons from Commerce, 572,000 gal-
lons from Franklin County and 55,000 
gallons from Royston last month. The 
Elbert purchases are primarily feeding 
GRP.

The IDA also anticipates $1.6 million 

Industrial authority 
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Want to see the budget?
The Madison County Industrial Development 
and Building Authority has submitted its 
proposed 2020 budget as of September 16, 
2019. The proposed budget is available at the 
of�ce of Madison County Industrial 
Development and Building Authority, 101 
Courthouse Square, Danielsville.

Homecoming is Friday

Madison County High School will hold its 2019 
Homecoming Friday night when the Red Raiders 
host East Jackson.

The Madison County Fair will run Tuesday through Saturday at the 
Comer Fairgrounds.

A Lexington man was 
arrested last week after 
his girlfriend’s grand-
parents reported a rela-
tionship between him 
and their granddaughter, 
who is under 15, accord-
ing to Captain Jimmy 
Patton.

Walter Wayne LeC-
roy, 20, was charged 
with child molestation 
and statutory rape and 
remains in the Madison 
County Jail as of press 
time under a $28,700 
bond.
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An Athens man was sentenced to jail time and 
probation for impersonating an of�cer in Madison 
County Superior Court recently.

James Phillip Seagraves was sentenced by Judge 
Chris Phelps to serve �ve years, with the �rst 95 
days to be served in con�nement and the remainder 
on probation and to pay a $500 �ne on a charge of 
impersonating a police of�cer.

Other recent action in superior court included:
•Richard Earl Helms, of Danielsville, was sen-

tenced by Judge Jeff Malcom to serve three years, 
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See Fair, page 2A

See IDA, page 2A See Court, page 2A


