
MAILING LABEL

Barrow News-JourNal
16 Pages, 2 Sections, Plus Preprints A Publication of MainStreet Newspapers, Inc. Winder, Barrow County, Georgia $1.00 Copy Wednesday, July 22, 2020

Merged August 2016Barrow County News Est. 1893  •  Barrow Journal Est. 2008   

Lifestyle cols             6A

Community        1, 3, 6B

Classifieds                    7B
Legals                      4-5B

Obituaries                 7A
Opinion                      4A

Sports                        2A

Index:

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

The Georgia Department of Public Health 

on Tuesday, July 21, confirmed the 30th 

coronavirus-related death among Barrow 

County residents as the cumulative case to-

tal in the county neared 800 and the number 

of cases continued to spike across the state.

As of 3 p.m. Tuesday, according to the 

department’s daily report, there had been 

798 confirmed cases in Barrow since the 

start of the outbreak in March and 138 in 

the past week, including 27 since Monday.

Statewide, another 25,000 cases were 

confirmed in the past week, bringing the 

cumulative total to 148,988, and the death 

toll increased by 200 from 3,054 to 3,254 

with 78 more deaths from COVID-19 con-

firmed Tuesday.

Three more people with a Barrow Coun-

ty address were also added to the death toll 

over the past week. And while a majority 

of the Barrow residents who died were 64 

years and older, two of the newly-reported 

deaths were a 46-year-old male with no re-

ported underlying medical conditions and a 

26-year-old female who had an underlying 

condition, according to the latest data.

Around the area, Northeast Georgia 

Health System continued to report its high-

est hospitalization numbers since early 

May. 

As of Tuesday morning, the system was 

treating 141 patients confirmed to have 

COVID-19 (nearly double the number from 

a week ago) across its four hospitals and 

other facilities, including two at Northeast 

Georgia Medical Center Barrow in Wind-

er and 23 at NGMC Braselton. Another 

115 patients system-wide were awaiting 

COVID-19 test results Tuesday morning. 

The New Horizons Limestone long-term 

care facility in Gainesville, which is owned 

by NGHS and included in the system’s dai-

ly reports, saw its number of patients pos-

itive for COVID-19 double Tuesday from 

16 to 32.

Ventilator usage across NGHS (which 

also includes non-COVID patients) dipped 

from 44 percent Monday to 37 percent 

Tuesday, but the system reported another 

nine deaths over the past week, bringing the 

total to 140 across its facilities, while 116 

people were discharged from during that 

same timeframe.

The 2020 Statham Sun-

flower Festival has been 

canceled amid the ongoing 

coronavirus pandemic, city 

officials announced Thurs-

day, July 16.

The annual daylong 

festival, the city’s largest 

event every year, had been 

scheduled for Sept. 19. But 

as COVID-19 cases have 

continued to spike locally 

and around the state without 

any immediate sign of slow-

ing down, the city’s festi-

val committee decided at a 

Monday, July 13 meeting to 

scrap the event.

Festival officials said 

vendors would be issued re-

funds.
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The Barrow County 

school board voted 7-2 

Monday to delay the start 

of school by two weeks to 

Aug. 17 amid the coronavi-

rus pandemic and a recent 

spike in infections in the 

county and across Georgia.

The school board had 

voted earlier this month 

to start school on Aug. 4 

as originally planned with 

options for in-person and 

virtual learning. But at the 

recommendation of super-

intendent Chris McMichael, 

the board changed course 

Monday night. Students 

will still have in-person and 

virtual-learning options, 

and McMichael said 3,790 

students (more than 20 

percent of the student pop-

ulation) had signed up for 

virtual learning for the fall 

semester.

“That was quite a bit 

more than we were expect-

ing,” McMichael said. He 

added that he made the rec-

ommendation to push back 

the start date two weeks 

to allow more time for all 

of the personal-protective 

and technology equipment 

the system has ordered to 

arrive; to allow for teach-

ers to have more time for 

pre-planning; and to give 

School 
board 
pushes start 
date back 
two weeks

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

The Barrow County 

School System announced 

Monday that the traditional 

graduation ceremonies that 

were tentatively scheduled 

for next week at Apalachee 

and Winder-Barrow high 

schools won’t be held.

The decision comes amid 

a recent surge in coronavi-

rus infections in the county 

and throughout out Georgia. 

The pandemic had already 

caused the postponement 

of the ceremonies in May, 

and virtual ceremonies 

were held in their place 

on the same days, where 

pre-recorded speeches were 

broadcast online and teach-

ers delivered diplomas to 

students at their residences.

Still, the district had 

hoped to hold traditional 

ceremonies July 29 and 30 

and officials said in May 

they would be held if condi-

tions allowed for it. 

But with the recent spike 

in cases, superintendent 

Chris McMichael said Tues-

day district officials were 

not comfortable moving for-

ward with the ceremonies.

“During the course of this 

pandemic, our schools and 

district have faced many 

impossible situations that 

require difficult decisions 

to be made, and we are still 

facing many more,” officials 

said in a statement. 

“We are thankful that we 

were able to recognize our 

graduates in May with our 

virtual graduation celebra-

tions that included student 

speeches and the personal 

delivery of diplomas to each 
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Celebrating the Knights of  2020
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Valedictorian Rebekah Doolittle leads the Bethlehem Christian Academy class of 2020 into the auditorium 
at Bethlehem Church during the school’s graduation ceremony Friday, July 17. The school had postponed 
the ceremony by two months due to the coronavirus pandemic but held one Friday with mostly-filled audi-
torium. Doolittle and salutatorian Makinna Starkey gave speeches, while Georgia Congressman Jody Hice, 
a former pastor at Bethlehem Church, gave the keynote address.

BETHLEHEM CHRISTIAN ACADEMY HOLDS GRADUATION CEREMONY

BCA graduate Sarah Grace Fulford was presented the 
Knights Code award by CFO and chairman of the board 
Anthony Torbett and head of school Rhonda Whiting.

BCA graduate Eliel Saint-Louis shares a smile 
with faculty member Karen Carlyle during Fri-
day’s graduation ceremony.

BCA head of school Rhonda Whiting speaks to gradu-
ates during Friday’s ceremony.

U.S. Congressman Jody Hice of Georgia’s 10th Dis-
trict, a former pastor at Bethlehem Church, was 
the keynote speaker during Friday’s ceremony.

BCA salutatorian Makinna Starkey delivers her speech 
during Friday’s graduation ceremony.

BCA head of school Rhonda Whiting did the tradi-
tional hand-washing ceremony with each gradu-
ate. Here she speaks with graduate Jacob Adams.
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