
MAILING LABEL

JACKSON   HERALD

Wednesday, December 4, 2019THE

 VOL. 145   NO. 27 Merged in 2017 with A PUBLICATION OF  MainStreet Newspapers, Inc.
 

 28 PAGES 2 SECTIONS PLUS INSERTS The Commerce News JEFFERSON, JACKSON COUNTY GEORGIA 30549 $1.00 COPY

Photo by Wesleigh Sagon

The Jefferson First Baptist Church held its 11th annual Turkey Can 5K Run Canned Food Drive 

on Thanksgiving morning as a fundraiser for its food bank ministry. Shown are some of the 

participants of the race: Timothy, Leah and Malachi Bedard, 1, traveled from Connecticut; Carol 

Guse, 81, was the oldest participant that took part in the race; Knox Dorethy, 5, was the young-

est participant of the race, and Katie Wiederholt and Robert Beasley traveled from New Mexico. 

See more on page 9A.

YOUNGEST, OLDEST AND LONGEST DISTANCE TRAVELED

Turkey Can 5K

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

Third time’s a charm — at least 

that’s what developers of a pro-

posed commercial project in Jef-

ferson are hoping.

The Jefferson-Talmo Planning 

Commission approved a rezon-

ing and several related variances 

for two tracts at the intersection 

of Old Pendergrass Rd. and Hwy. 

129 bypass in Jefferson for com-

mercial development at its meet-

ing Dec. 2. The final decision will 

be made by the Jefferson City 

Council and will be on the coun-

cil’s December agenda.

This is the third time plans for 

commercial development on the 

site have been put forward, in-

cluding one plan by Walmart for a 

store that was withdrawn follow-

ing a public backlash over con-

cerns about traffic.

No one spoke in opposition to 

the current project at the planning 

board’s meeting Dec. 2.

A tentative plan for the develop-

ment calls for a 47,000 sq. ft. an-

chor store, 11,200 sq. ft. of shops 

attached to the store, two sites for 

freestanding retail stores and three 

out-parcel sites for restaurants. 

The total land involved is around 

21 acres.

The project is being developed 

by Capstone Property Group of 

Gainesville.

The project will have access off 

of both Hwy. 129 and Old Pend-

ergrass Rd.

OTHER ACTION

In other action Dec. 2, the plan-

ning board approved:

• a variance for a sign at North 

Jefferson Business Park on Hwy. 

129 north.

• a conditional use for Verizon 

Wireless for a 190-foot tower at 

1740 Washington St., Jefferson.

• an amendment to Jefferson’s 

land use code concerning ap-

proved building materials for the 

exterior of commercial develop-

ments.

By Charles Phelps
charles@mainstreetnews.com

The Nicholson City Council unanimously approved its 

FY 2020 budget at the Dec. 2 meeting.

The total budget is $752,504, up from the 2019 budget 

of $682,134.

Revenue increases for 2020 include an increase in Lo-

cal Option Sales Tax (LOST) of $25,000; $8,000 increase 

in insurance premium tax; $23,000 increase in building 

rental fees; $5,000 increase in TAVT; $3,500 increase for 

sanitation; and $5,000 in miscellaneous fees.

In other action, the council:

• unanimously approved Bert Carithers as the city’s ap-

pointee to the Nicholson Water Authority. Carithers’ term 

is for five years. 

• unanimously approved a security monitoring agree-

ment for the security and fire alarms at the Benton facil-

ity. The agreement is through EMC security at a cost of 

$60.95 per month for both. 

Incumbent Becky Rich-

ardson held on to her Bra-

selton Town Council seat in 

the Dec. 3 runoff election.

Richardson defeated chal-

lenger Richard Mayberry in 

the District 1 race, garnering 

98 votes to Mayberry’s 61.

Richardson, Mayberry and 

Joy Basham faced off in the 

Nov. 5 election, with none 

of the three gaining over 

50-percent of the vote which 

The recall effort against two 

Hoschton City Council mem-

bers will go forward following 

action by the Jackson County 

Board of Elections Dec. 3.

The elections board ap-

proved the “legal sufficiency” 

of over 400 signatures calling 

for Mayor Theresa Kenerly 

and mayor pro tem Jim Cleve-

land to be recalled.

A special election will be 

held Jan. 14 in Hoschton to 

decide if Kenerly and Cleve-

land should be removed from 

office. Early voting for the re-

call election will begin Dec. 

23.

The elections board deter-

mined that there were 412 

verified signatures calling for 

the recall of Cleveland and 

422 signatures petitioning for 

the removal of Kenerly. Both 

were above the 342 signatures 

needed for the recall to move 

forward.

The background: Both 

Cleveland and Kenerly came 

under fire in May following 

a report that Kenerly had re-

moved a job application for a 

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

The Commerce City 

Council will get recommen-

dations about pay for its 

employees before its voting 

meeting Dec. 16.

Evergreen Solutions was 

hired to study the city’s pay 

and benefit levels. City man-

ager James Wascher said the 

report has been completed 

and meetings with employ-

ees are being scheduled.

Once those are done, the 

report will be released to the 

council and public, Wascher 

said. He said he hopes to 

be through with employee 

meetings by the end of the 

week.

He told the city council 

at its work session Dec. 2 

the city “might be a little bit 

under” area salary levels in 

some areas, but the city is 

“competitive” with its ben-

efits.

The city paid about 

$22,000 to $23,000 for the 

study. The company first 

gathered information from 

employees and compared 

that with “peer” cities in the 

area.

He said the company has 

“some recommendations” 

for the city.

ZONING ITEMS

The council also will con-

sider several zoning items at 

its Dec. 16 meeting.

A rezoning of about 98 

acres of the James Bouchard 

farm has been recommend-

ed for industrial zoning and 

annexation into the city.

A portion of the Bouchard 

farm that is largely adjacent 

to Interstate 85 was an-

nexed and re-zoned several 

months ago.

The current proposal has 

a number of conditions to 

go with it. Council mem-

bers asked several questions 

about the site, including 

a “reasonable” amount of 

space for a buffer. The plan-

ning commission recom-

mended an 80-foot vegeta-

tive buffer for any property 

in the city that is adjacent to 

the re-zoned land.

Council members asked 

if there is enough time be-

fore its Dec. 16 meeting to 

gather the information it 

requested. Some council 

members asked if the pro-

posal should be tabled while 

the information is gathered.

Mayor Clark Hill said the 

buffer should be “reason-

able” and be enough to keep 

residential land “protected.”

However, he also said any 

property within about half a 

mile of I-85 from “the South 

Carolina border to Gwinnett 

County” is likely to be an 

eventual target for develop-

ment.

Council members also 

asked about the buffer for 

the Twin Lakes subdivision, 

which also is being devel-

oped in the area.

Council member Bobby 

Redmon said the Bouchard 

property is the first propos-

al, but not the last, for devel-

opment in the area.

“We just need to make 

sure we get this right,” he 

said.

Another zoning issue 

was the right-of-way for 

the Bana Road, which is 

the entrance to a proposed 

600-acre project by Rooker 

Development that is on the 

Maysville side of I-85.

Wascher said the coun-

ty has agreed to deed that 

right-of-way for the road to 

the city, but the paperwork 

has not been sent.

He said once the paper-

work is in, the city can issue 

an RFP to see if developers 

want to build the proposed 

road. He said Rooker is the 

only developer he expects 

for the project because that 

company has the land and 

the development plan.

Wascher also said he ex-

pects the road to be built in 

phases because the develop-

ment will require “several” 

crossings of it. One of those 

crossings would be large 

and expensive, he implied.

Redmon said the quality 

of the built road should be 

carefully checked before the 

city accepts it. Wascher said 

Employee pay study to be presented to Commerce council

See Commerce, page 2A

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

The much-discussed speed 

cameras in Jefferson’s school 

zones will become a reality.

The Jefferson City Council 

approved the automated speed 

detection and ticketing devises 

with a 4-1 vote Nov. 25 after de-

liberating on the issue for over a 

month. Jon Howell cast the lone 

“no” vote.

The devices, using lasers, will 

detect speeders in school zones 

and automatically cite viola-

tors. City leaders have not yet 

determined when speed camer-

as would be installed or when 

enforcement would take effect. 

A 30-day warning period, how-

ever, is expected to precede the 

beginning of enforcement.

Jefferson 

approves speed 

cameras in 

school zones

See Jefferson, page 3A

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

The Commerce Planning 

Commission unanimously rec-

ommended the annexation and 

rezoning of land on the James 

Bouchard farm for industrial 

use despite one family’s oppo-

sition.

The commission recommend-

ed the item to the city council at 

its Nov. 25 meeting. The council 

will vote on the nearly 97-acre 

tract at its Dec. 16 meeting. The 

rezoning would be from AF in 

the county to M-1 in the city.

The request had been tabled 

at the October meeting because 

two of the commission’s mem-

bers were absent.

The rezoning provision was 

adopted with two conditions, 

but those are modified and one 

more has been added at the 

Industrial 

re-zoning 

recommended

See Industrial, page 3A

Nicholson approves 

2020 budget
By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

The remodeling of Jackson County Comprehen-

sive High School for the Empower College and 

Career Center may require as much as $20 million, 

John Uesseler, the CEO for the facility, told the 

chamber board Nov. 22.

Uesseler said the Empower board has about $6 

million to start the process.

That amount “is not going to even get us halfway 

to where we need” to be, he said.

Uesseler said fundraising will have to provide 

much of the remainder. He said naming laborato-

ries or other parts of the school for donations is 

likely.

Work on the renovation is under way with pre-

liminary design. Uesseler said the firm of Lindsay 

Pope Brayfield Clifford & Associates has been 

hired as the architects.

Chamber hears about 

remodel of JCCHS

See Nicholson, page 2A See Empower, page 2A

Jefferson project gets planners’ OK

Richardson 

keeps 

council seat

Hoschton 

recall moves 

forward

See Recall, page 2A

See Richardson, page 2A


