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Mainstreet Newspapers’ 

offices will be closed to the 

public until further notice.

Offices in Jefferson, Dan-

ielsville, Winder and Homer 

are closed in response to the 

Coronavirus crisis.

Those needing to contact 

the newspapers may do so 

via email, telephone or the 

papers’ websites. Drop box-

es are also available at each 

location.

Many of the newspapers’ 

reporters and editors are 

working from home when 

possible.

The papers will be pub-

lished on their regular 

weekly schedule and avail-

able at newsstands and sub-

scriptions via the USPS.

Watch for updates on our 

website at mainstreetnews.

com.

To check on subscriptions 

and other services, call 706-

367-5233. Editors may also 

be contacted at:
THE BANKS 

COUNTY NEWS

Angela Gary

angie@mainstreetnews.com

THE JACKSON 

HERALD

Mike Buffington

mike@mainstreetnews.com

THE BRASELTON NEWS

Alex Buffington

alex@mainstreetnews.com

THE MADISON 

COUNTY JOURNAL

Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

THE BARROW 

NEWS-JOURNAL

Scott Thompson

sthompson@barrownews-

journal.com

The Banks County News 

will offer its coronavirus 

stories free to the public.

The News recently tran-

sitioned to paid circulation 

for its print edition and im-

plemented a paywall on its 

online stories. That online 

paywall will be suspended 

on coronavirus stories for 

the next few weeks.

Given the seriousness and 

spread of COVID-19 and 

the potential impact it could 

have on the Braselton area, 

The News wants to offer a 

resource for reliable news 

and updates to communi-

ty members — including 

those who can’t afford a 

subscription or do not want 

to subscribe. Online stories 

can be found at BanksNew-

sTODAY.com. If you have 

trouble viewing coronavirus 

stories on The News’ web-

site, email angela@main-

streetnews.com.

Online coronavirus
stories offered free

Students across Banks County are doing their school work at home this week. Stu-
dents were sent home with packets of work as school was cancelled for two weeks 
due to concerns with the spread of the coronavirus. Tanner Beasley, a sixth grad-
er at Banks County Middle School, is shown working on his school work Monday 
morning.

Schools, businesses close; election postponed

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com.

Schools have been shut 

down, at least through 

March 31 and perhaps lon-

ger, businesses are closing 

their doors and most folks 

are staying at home as the 

number of people infect-

ed with the coronavirus 

increases across Georgia. 

The March 24 presidential 

primary election in Georgia 

has also been postponed un-

til May 19.

As of press time on Tues-

day, 146 cases had been 

reported in Georgia. No 

cases have been reported in 

Banks County, although one 

case has been confirmed in 

neighboring Hall County. 

There has also been seven 

cases in Gwinnett County, 

three in Clarke County and 

one in Barrow County.

One-hundred and for-

ty-six coronavirus cases 

were reported in Georgia as 

of noon on Tuesday, March 

17, according to the Geor-

gia Department of Public 

Health. On Monday, the 

number of confirmed cases 

was 121. On Sunday, the 

number was 99; and on Sat-

urday, the number was 66. 

There has been one death in 

the state related to the virus.

Check www.banksnew-

stoday.com each afternoon 

for the latest numbers.

Other counties with con-

firmed cases include: Ful-

ton, Cobb, DeKalb, Bartow, 

Cherokee, Floyd, Dough-

erty, Fayette, Clayton, 

Lowndes, Coweta, Gordon, 

Troup, Lee, Henry, Forsyth, 

Polk, Charlton, Columbia, 

Rockdale, Newton, Pauld-

ing and Richmond.

The Department of Pub-

lic Health releases the latest 

number of confirmed cases 

at noon each day.

With cases of the coro-

navirus rising in Georgia, 

Banks County officials are 

making plans on how to 

handle a local pandemic if 

it does occur. Banks Coun-

ty EMA director Deidra 

Moore said that public safe-

ty departments have been 

working together to prepare 

for and mitigate against 

hazards associated with any 

pandemic event.

“In the case of COVID-19 

/ Coronavirus, we have 

united with all partners to 

ensure we maintain situa-

tional awareness and pre-

pare as best we can giv-

en the facts presented by 

the Department of Public 

Health,” Moore said. “This 

local planning consists of a 

special Public Safety Team 

made up of EMA/E911, 

Fire/EMS and the Banks 

County Sheriff’s Office that 

is reviewing continuity of 

operations plans specific to 

each department. In addi-

tion, the team is coordinat-

ing with partners such as 

our non-emergency agen-

cies and schools while also 

sharing valid and vetted in-

formation with our citizens 

and other stakeholders.”

Moore encourages citi-

zens to practice basic safe-

ty, such as “staying home if 

you are sick or suspect that 

you have been exposed and 

reporting any suspected ex-

posure to public health offi-

cials.

“We also encourage ev-

eryone to use good hygiene 

skills and to continue to 

monitor the CDC and De-

partment of Public Health 

websites,” Moore said.

SCHOOLS CLOSE

When concerns grew 

about the virus, the local 

school system made the de-

cision to close Banks Coun-

ty Schools Monday, March 

16, through Friday, March 

27. Since that time, Gov. 

Brian Kemp declared that 

all public schools be closed 

through Tuesday, March 

31. After this action, Banks 

County superintendent Ann 

Hopkins announced that 

Banks schools would be 

closed through spring break, 

which is April 6-10. 

“Governor Kemp sent an 

executive order to all su-

perintendents mandating 

schools be closed through 

March 31,” Hopkins said. 

“This order confirmed my 

fear that we would need to 

be closed through spring 

break. The 31st is the Tues-

day before the break and it 

only makes sense to close 

through April 3rd with 

plans to return following the 

break.”

The first day back to 

school following spring 

break will be Monday, April 

13. 

During the closure, there 

will be no extracurricular 

activities.

“Currently, there are no 

confirmed cases of the virus 

in our area,” Hopkins said. 

“Our decision to close was 

not made lightly but was 

based on new information 

and the serious concerns 

of the rapid change in the 

spread of the virus in our 

state. We will utilize dis-

tance learning during this 

time.

Students were sent home 

with packets of information 

and are doing school work 

while at home.

Hopkins added, “Thank 

you for your patience as we 

navigate this unprecedented 

time. We will continue to 

post updates on the system 

website and social media. 

Information will be shared 

should the closure need to 

be extended following this 

time.”

ELECTION 

The announcement was 

made Saturday, March 14, 

by Georgia Secretary of 

State Brad Raffensperger 

to postpone the March 24 

Presidential Primary elec-

tion due to the coronavirus.

The election has been 

moved to May 19 when the 

state’s other 2020 primary 

elections are being held. 

The early voting for the 

presidential primary, which 

began May 2, is also being 

stopped.

“Events are moving rap-

idly and my highest prior-

ity is protecting the health 

of our poll workers, and 

the community at large,” 

Raffensperger said.

“The overall risk of the 

coronavirus to the gener-

al public remains low, al-

though elderly people and 

individuals with chronic 

medical conditions may 

have increased risk,” Kath-

leen Toomey, commission-

er, Georgia Department of 

Public Health states.

Toomey states that the 

best prevention measures 

for any respiratory virus are:

•Wash your hands often 

with soap and warm water 

for at least 20 seconds. If 

soap and water are not avail-

able, use an alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer.

•Avoid touching your 

eyes, nose and mouth with 

unwashed hands.

•Avoid close contact with 

people who are sick.

•Stay home when you are 

sick.

•Cover your cough or 

sneeze with a tissue, then 

throw away the tissue in the 

trash.

•Clean and disinfect fre-

quently touched objects and 

surfaces.

If you have recently trav-

eled to areas where there 

are ongoing outbreaks of 

COVID-19 and develop fe-

ver with cough and short-

ness of breath within 14 

days of your travel, or if 

you have had contact with 

someone who is suspected 

to have COVID-19, stay 

home and call your health 

care provider or local health 

department right away. Be 

sure to call before going to 

a doctor’s office, emergency 

room, or urgent care center 

and tell them about your re-

cent travel and your symp-

toms. Georgia has an initial 

solution for people who 

test positive for the novel 

coronavirus but can’t stay 

at home and don’t require 

hospitalization — An iso-

lated corner of a state park, 

where mobile housing units 

have been set up. So far, the 

only resident of the quaran-

tine at Hard Labor Creek 

State Park is a military vet-

eran who cooked at a Waffle 

House northwest of Atlanta 

and doesn’t know how he 

contracted the illness. He 

has returned home. 

For accurate and reli-

able information about 

COVID-19 log on to https://

dph.georgia.gov/novel-

coronavirus or https://

www.cdc.gov/coronavi-

rus/2019-ncov/index.html.

Coronavirus Coverage 2020

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com.

Due to the unexpected 

closing of schools, the Banks 

County School System is 

providing breakfast and 

lunch to students.  All stu-

dents are eligible for these 

free meals. These meals are 

available to pick up on a 

first-come, first-served basis 

Mondays through Fridays 

while school is closed. The 

meals will be distributed at 

the following  locations  and  

times:

•Fire station 21: 4173 Old 

Highway 441 North, Bald-

win, at 10:30 a.m.

•Fire Station 22, 3433 Yo-

nah-Homer Road, Homer, at 

10:30 a.m.

•Fire Station 23, 104 

West Banks Drive, Alto, at 

10:30 a.m.

•Fire Station 24, 144 

Hickory Flat Road, Gills-

ville, at 10:30 a.m.

•Fire Station 31, 181 In-

dustrical Park Boulevard, 

Commerce, at 10:30 a.m.

•Fire Station 32, 245 Sims 

Bridge Road, Commerce , at 

10:30 a.m.

•Fire Station 33, 195 Car-

son Segars Road, Maysville, 

at 10:30 a.m.

•Fire Station 34, 1679 

Hwy. 326, Commerce, at 

10:30 a.m.

•Fire Station 41, 2348 

Damascus Road, Baldwin, 

at 10:30 a.m.

•Fire Station 42, 2158 

Bennett Road, Homer, at 

10:30 a.m

•Fire Station 51, 155 Yo-

nah-Homer Road, Homer, at 

10:30 .am.

•Banks County Elemen-

tary School, 180 Hwy. 51 

South, Homer, at 10:30 a.m.

•Commerce Inn, 157 

Eisenhower Drive, Com-

merce, at 10:30 a.m.

•Scottish Inn, 30934 U.S. 

Hwy 441, Commerce, at 

11 a.m.  

For more information re-

garding pickup locations or 

times call Mike Cleveland at 

706-206-8249.

Free meals to be provided while schools closed

Photo by Whitney Smith

Food was distributed at Banks County High School on Monday. Food is being given 
out at sites across Banks County while school is closed.


