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Students will return to the 

hallways of all three school 

systems in the county this 

Friday, July 30.

The start of the school 

year comes as the area be-

gins to see an uptick in 

COVID cases as the Delta 

variant of the virus spreads.

The county had 12 new 

COVID-19 cases on July 

26, bringing a rolling 7-day 

average to 10.7 new cases 

per day. The month prior on 

June 26, only one new case 

was reported and the rolling 

7-day average was 0.7 new 

cases per day.

In Jackson County, 37% 

of residents have gotten at 

least one dose of the vaccine 

and 34% are fully vaccinat-

ed. That’s below the state 

average and below the av-

erage of the majority of the 

counties in the Northeast 

Georgia RESA coverage 

area.

Here’s what the Com-

merce City, Jackson County 

and Jefferson City school 

systems are planning for:

JACKSON COUNTY 

SCHOOLS

During a special called 

Jackson County Board of 

Education meeting July 

23 to approve last-minute 

personnel items, superin-

tendent April Howard said 

the system is seeing some 

COVID cases in students 

and staff.

“We are going to put in 

place some mitigation strat-

egies, strongly encouraging 

masks and asking folks if 

they will wear masks,” said 

Howard. “That will help us 

to potentially eliminate the 

quarantine for them.”

Friday’s board of edu-

cation meeting shows how 

quickly the COVID-19 sit-

uation can change. Three 

weeks ago, district leaders 

were preparing for a “more 

normal” start to the school 

year. But over the past 

couple of weeks, Jackson 

County has seen an uptick 

in its COVID cases.

“Our principals have 

worked hard this summer 

to really build everybody 

up and prepare to launch an 

amazing school year and I 

know they’re still going to 

Friday marks return to school
School districts 

announce COVID 

mitigation plans

Back to School

Photo by Wesleigh Sagon

Johnny Flanagan helped Easton Lee, 4, pick out a book bag during the Ole Mill 
Village Back to School Bash on Sunday, July 25. Local businesses and churches 
rallied together to support the back-to-school bash. The Ole Mill Village Back to 
School Bash featured 25 vendors selling their goods and raffling off gift cards. 
School supplies, bookbags, back to school photos, fresh haircuts, clothes and 
grab bags were all offered free of charge. The Jefferson Fire Department also 
taught children fire safety during the event. Donations were accepted from will-
ing participants and all proceeds and leftover supplies will be donated to the 
local schools. It was estimated that 500 visitors attended the event.

GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

The Jackson County gov-

ernment had a banner year 

in 2020 from a financial 

standpoint.

According to the recently 

released audit, the county’s 

general fund took in nearly 

$6 million more in revenues 

than it spent, growing the 

county’s reserves from $12 

million to $17.9 million. In 

2016, the county’s reserves 

were at $6.1 million.

There were no major 

findings in the audit, al-

though the county’s vari-

ous fire districts continue to 

have some problems in how 

they do their departmental 

accounting. The county’s 

senior center accounting 

also required some clean-

up, auditors said.

The county has several 

different funds, the main 

one being the general fund 

which took in $61.2 mil-

lion in 2020. The county’s 

emergency services fund 

took in $4.1 million while 

its non-major funds took 

in $6.4 million. SPLOST 

funds generated another 

$15.1 million.

Overall, the county’s larg-

est expenditures at $28.7 

million were for public 

safety costs, including the 

sheriff’s office, jail, emer-

gency services and related 

departments.

County 

ends 2020 

with strong 

financial 

position

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

The Commerce Planning Commis-

sion shot down two more proposed 

residential projects on July 26, a move 

that saw another outcry from citizens 

pushing back against development in 

the town.

The recommendations of denial come 

on the heels of the city’s recent denial of 

a rezoning for a large residential project 

of over 400 homes south of town on 

Hwy. 441 at White Hill School Rd.

The Commerce City Council will 

have the final say on the projects in Au-

gust.

DUNCAN CIRCLE

This week, the planning board voted 

unanimously to recommend denial of a 

proposed 64 townhouse on 21 acres on 

Duncan Circle. Several residents of the 

neighborhood spoke against the propos-

al, saying streets in the area are unsuit-

ed for dense development.

The property is currently zone R-1 

for single family homes.

“There are no sidewalks in our neigh-

borhood, except on Homer Road,” said 

Audry Strickland, citing the danger of 

traffic in the area.

She also said there were five churches 

in the area and a lot of children and el-

derly people who would be affected by 

a dense development.

Nathan Anderson, chairman of the 

Commerce Board of Education, also 

spoke in opposition to the project.

“Our streets have not been taken care 

of for years,” he said of the neighbor-

hood. He said school buses have to 

move to the side of the road to let cars 

come by in the area.

“Our neighborhood hasn’t been 

brought up to code for years,” he said 

of the area’s infrastructure. “...if you 

want to develop something, you ought 

to come in and help the city develop our 

neighborhood instead of putting town-

houses in our neighborhood.”

ILA ROAD PROJECT

In another recommendation of deni-

al, the planning board gave a thumbs-

down for a mix of single-family houses 

and townhouses on 161 acres on Ila Rd. 

near Hwy. 441.

Cheyenne Land Trust is proposing to 

build 287 single-family homes and 194 

townhomes on the property.

Several people spoke in opposition to 

the project, including some who spoke 

last month in opposition to the proposed 

White Hill School Rd. project.

“We can’t have this many people 

coming into Commerce, we can’t deal 

with the traffic and the sewerage...our 

schools can’t handle it, our roads can’t 

handle it, Commerce can’t handle it,” 

said Joey Olsen.

State Representative Tommy Benton 

also spoke against the project. Benton 

had recently spoken against the White 

Hill School Rd. project, which abuts 

land he owns and farms on.

Benton said he realizes he no longer 

lives in Commerce, but as a property 

owner, he said he wanted to express 

concerns about overall growth issues in 

Commerce.

Commerce planners 

shoot down more 

proposed projects

Jackson BOC Commerce PZ

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Jackson County planners gave 

their nod recently to allow a 

“growing” industry to locate in 

Commerce.

The Jackson County Planning 

Commission approved a special 

use request on July 22 from Gary 

Wiseman for 61.15 acres at 140 

Garretts Way. The request will 

now go to the Jackson County 

Board of Commissioners for a 

hearing and vote on Aug. 16.

Wiseman requested a special 

use to allow wedding/special 

occasion events and ultimately a 

farm winery to include wine pro-

duction, tastings and wine sales.

“We would like to be able to 

host very intimate, very fami-

ly-oriented events and select wine 

tastings,” he said.

Wiseman noted they’ve aimed 

to be good stewards of the over-

all 150-acre property and have 

worked with the Georgia Forestry 

Commission to get a long-term 

forest stewardship plan in place. 

During that process, they found 

muscadine vines on the property.

“When we were spraying as 

part of our stewardship plan, we 

found a lot of muscadine vines 

scattered throughout the proper-

ty,” said Wiseman. “…It was at 

that point that we came up with 

the idea to try to grow muscadine 

vines on a certain portion of the 

property.”

Wiseman reached out to Jack-

son County’s University of Geor-

gia Extension agent Greg Pittman 

and was connected with a UGA 

viticulturist who assisted with 

site selection and in choosing 

the varieties. They are currently 

Planners give nod for event space, farm winery

Jackson planning commission

See Projects, page 2A

See Schools, page 2A

See Winery, page 3A

By Kyle Funderburk
kyle@mainstreetnews.com

During a recent Jefferson City Council voting ses-

sion, councilman Mark Mobley suggested entering 

an intergovernmental agreement with the Georgia 

Department of Transportation to better maintain the 

I-85/U.S. Hwy. 129 corridor.

Mobley noted multiple issues with Exit 137, includ-

ing overgrown grass and a buildup of ice melting salt 

left over from the winter. Mobley said he’s noticed 

travelers numerous times use the Exit 137 off ramp, 

only to pass through and continue on to the interstate. 

He believes the conditions of the exit are why those 

travelers chose not to do business in Jefferson.

Mobley also suggested the city could use its hotel 

tax to pay for a third party to do the clean up. Jeffer-

son’s hotel tax is to only be used for matters concern-

ing tourism and Mayor Jon Howell said the mainte-

nance of Exit 137 is a tourism matter.

The council was initially going to vote on an agree-

ment before councilman Malcolm Gramley presented 

Jefferson council 

discusses possible 

agreement with DOT 

to maintain I-85/

Hwy. 129 corridor

See Jefferson, page 3A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought unique 

challenges to many in the community, from fi-

nancial pressure to concerns about health. Three 

Jackson County-area nonprofits are teaming up 

to offer a seminar for women to address some of 

those challenges.

Nonprofits team up for 

seminar on women’s 

health during pandemic

Reboot Jackson and Peace Place are 
teaming up with the Foundations for 
Living to host The 4F Experience. 
Pictured are: (L-R) Reboot executive 
director, Jennifer Langston; Peace 
Place executive director Traci Bled-
soe; and Foundations for Living 
founder, pastor Sande Bailey.

Jefferson council

See Nonprofits, page 3A


