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Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

Over objections voiced by 

residents last week, the Bra-

selton Town Council nar-

rowly approved an annex-

ation and rezone request to 

allow for the construction of 

110 townhomes on Beaver 

Dam Rd. in Barrow County.

The council voted in sup-

port of the request 3-2 Mon-

day (Dec. 13) following a 

Dec. 9 public hearing during 

which eight residents spoke 

out against the project.

Council members Becky 

Richardson, Peggy Slappey 

and Hardy Johnson voted in 

favor of the application with 

conditions while council-

man Jim Joedecke and May-

or Bill Orr voted against it.

Residents who opposed 

the request from applicant 

Pine Grove Partners LP 

feared the townhome proj-

ect would lower property 

values along Beaver Dam 

Rd. and overrun it with 

traffic and increase crime. 

Opponents also argued that 

a townhome development 

didn’t fit with the rural com-

munity around the proposed 

site.

The proposal failed to 

earn the recommendation 

of the Braselton Planning 

Commission, which voted 

on Nov. 29 to deny the ap-

plication based on a pro-

posed 1,200 square-foot 

minimum for units, which 

didn’t meet the 1,600 heat-

ed square foot requirement 

of the town.

Pine Grove, however, lat-

er agreed to a condition re-

quiring a minimum of 1,800 

heated square feet for all 

units.

A condition was also 

added limiting rentals. Ac-

cording to documentation, 

the homeowners’ associa-

tion (HOA) must include 

“a rental restriction with a 

maximum of 20% of all res-

idential units” and must re-

quire a written leasing per-

mit to allow the HOA board 

to monitor the number of 

leases within the develop-

ment.

The council also included 

Jingle Mingle in Hoschton
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Ayden Bowen, 2, is pictured with Sabrina Bowen while getting a face painting from Joann Holcombe 

Friday (Dec. 10) at the Hoschton Jingle Mingle.

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Bill Orr’s 12-year run as 

Braselton mayor grew out 

of what he initially thought 

was a joke.

The third-term — and 

soon-to-be retired — may-

or spoke Thursday (Dec. 

9) to the Rotary Club of 

Braselton Thursday (Dec. 

9) about his time in office, 

including how it all began.

“(Former) Mayor Pat 

Graham said, ‘Bill, will 

you run for mayor?’ I just 

laughed at her. I thought she 

was kidding,” Orr recalled.

Orr laughed, but Graham 

asked again a week later 

and he arrived at a major 

decision with relative ease.

“It was stupidly simple,” 

Orr said. “I asked, while 

we were sitting at the ta-

ble, I asked my daughters 

‘Should I run for mayor?’ 

… My daughters both said, 

‘Dad, do you know what 

you would tell us if we 

asked you that question?’ 

I just started smiling. They 

said, ‘You’d tell us to run.’”

Orr remembers that first 

campaign, which included 

earning the support of some 

members of the town’s in-

fluential Braselton family 

and his daughter enlisting 

her Mill Creek High School 

classmates to distribute 

campaign materials.

“It was a lot of fun,” he 

said. “It was a really good 

civics lesson for the kids.”

Orr, who said he believes 

in a limit of two terms, end-

ed up winning a second term 

and reluctantly ran and won 

a third term (unopposed) 

Orr reflects on his 

time as mayor 

as he leaves office 
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Braselton Mayor Bill Orr talks to the Rotary Club of 

Braselton on Thursday (Dec. 9) about his 12 years 

in office. Orr, who did not seek re-election, will 
complete his tenure as mayor this month.

Braselton 

The Braselton Civic Cen-

ter opening has been de-

layed again due to a familiar 

problem — supply issues.

The front doors are not 

yet available for the $6.28 

million, 40,000 square-foot 

facility.

As a result, the opening 

has been pushed back to 

Feb. 1, according to town 

manager Jennifer Scott. 

Scott passed along the infor-

mation during an informal 

meeting Thursday (Dec. 9) 

of those who will serve on 

the Braselton Town Council 

in 2022.

The project was original-

ly slated for a July finish, 

but the timetable was first 

pushed back to October and 

then January before this lat-

est setback.

The biggest delay came 

when the company respon-

sible for constructing the 

building’s pre-engineered 

frame was forced to take a 

three-month hiatus due to 

COVID.

When the building is 

complete, the final price tag 

should come in under the 

allotted $6.28 million. Any 

surplus will be applied to 

needed furniture purchases, 

according to Scott.

Mayor-elect Kurt Ward 

praised town leaders for 

making the facility a reality.

“What we get to walk into 

with that civic center is just 

really amazing,” he said.

Projects 

Proposed developments 

Hoschton 

The proposed development 

of a near 400-acre tract of land 

off Josh Pirkle Rd. was met 

with public backlash back in 

2018, and there’s similar angst 

again.

A crowd of over 40 peo-

ple filled the Hoschton depot 

Monday (Dec. 13) for a public 

forum over a proposal to an-

nex the land — known as the 

Pirkle Farm, which dates back 

to the 1850s — into Hoschton 

to build 1.36 million square 

feet of light industrial space 

and a large subdivision. The 

project proposed by Pirkle 

Farms, LLC, seeks an M-1 

zoning for the industrial devel-

opment and a planned urban 

development (PUD) zoning 

for the residential component.

The Hoschton City Coun-

cil will hold a public hearing 

Dec. 20 (5:30 p.m.) over the 

requests and potentially take 

action. Shane Lanham, an 

attorney representing Pirkle 

Farms, LLC, said city staff has 

recommended approval of the 

project with conditions.

A number of residents who 

attended Monday’s one-and-

a-half-hour forum used the 

platform to voice their ob-

jections to the project, citing 

concerns about the project’s 

impact on city infrastruc-

ture, water and sewer and the 

county school system. Other 

points of contention were wa-

ter runoff and how the sizable 

development would impact 

the city’s already-problematic 

traffic issues.

“We’re the silent investors 

who get no return on the in-

vestment for this project by 

paying higher school bonds, 

higher school maintenance 

and operation taxes, higher 

sewer fees,” resident Scott 

Butler said. “We get no return 

on our investment except sit-

ting for three to five minutes 

at intersections, our kids are in 

trailers (at schools).”

Another developer attempt-

ed to annex the property into 

Braselton and rezone it for 

multiple warehouses in early 

2018 but was met with citizen 

backlash and a unanimous re-

jection by the Braselton Town 

See Orr, page 3A

Braselton council approves townhome development

Pushback to Pirkle  

Ken Wood, an engineer for the proposed Pirkle Farms development, speaks 

to residents at a public forum Monday (Dec. 13) at the Hoschton depot. Plans 

call for 1.36 million square feet of light industrial space along with a develop-
ment of 499 residences on Josh Pirkle Rd.

Hoschton residents 

raise concerns about 

proposal for large 

industrial, residential 

development

See Braselton, page 3A

See Pirkle, page 3A

Braselton Civic Center opening delayed until Feb. 1


