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Early voting for the Aug. 11 runoff elections 

starts Monday, July 20. 

Voters who want to cast their ballots early can 

visit the Madison County Board of Elections and 

Registration Office from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 

through Friday between July 20 and Aug. 7.

“We will continue to go by the CDC (Center for 

Disease Control) recommendations on social dis-

tancing,” said elections board chairperson Tracy 

Dean. “I do encourage voters to vote by mail or 

early voting.”

Those who did not vote and those who voted a 

nonpartisan ballot in the June 9 election are eli-

gible to vote in the Aug. 11 runoff. But whatever 

ballot style you chose in the June 9 election is the 

way you will have to vote in the runoff. Someone 

who voted in the Democratic primary cannot vote 

in a Republican runoff and vice versa.

Absentee ballot applications are being accept-

ed for the runoff election. Contact the Board 

of Elections and Registration at 706-795-6335 

or tdean@madisonco.us for more information. 

Once an absentee ballot is received, the voted 

ballot may be mailed to the elections office or 

dropped off in the drop box at the office. Sample 

ballots can be viewed at www.mvp.sos.ga.gov

FORUMS HELD THIS WEEK

The Madison County Chamber of Commerce 

and Farm Bureau held Facebook Live political 

forum July 15 for candidates in the Aug. 11 

Republican runoff elections. The event is avail-

able on the Chamber of Commerce Facebook 

page. Candidates for local offices can be seen, 

including BOC chairman’s candidates incum-

bent John Scarborough and Todd Higdon; BOC 

District 2 candidates Terry Chandler and Grant 

Gillespie; and State House District 33 candidates 

Rob Leverett and Tripp Strickland.

The Madison County Republican Party will 

host a forum with the two Republican candi-

dates for Georgia’s 9th Congressional District 

— Andrew Clyde and State Rep. Matt Gurtler 

Thursday, July 16 at 7 p.m. at the Madison Coun-

ty High School located at 600 Madison Street in 

Danielsville.

Early voting starts Monday
BOC chairman’s post, BOC District 2 GOP nomination, State House 
District 33 seat and US Congressional District 9 post up for grabs in runoffs 

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County High 

School Athletic Director 

Mike Haynes said he and fel-

low athletic directors in the 

Athens area are developing 

a shared protocol for how to 

handle fall sports during the 

coronavirus outbreak. 

“We’re working on an 

informal metro-Athens area 

sports protocol,” said Haynes, 

adding that athletic directors 

are getting input from medi-

cal professionals. 

Haynes said there are so 

many questions that must be 

addressed regarding what 

will be expected, such as 

social distance on buses, side-

lines, etc. He said the main 

goal is not to leave coaches 

wondering what is expected. 

“We’re not going to kick 

the can down the road to 

the coaches,” he said. “We’re 

writing a protocol and will 

get it to the coaches for their 

input, then send it to the cen-

tral office.” 

When that protocol is final-

ized, it will be released to the 

public. 

Local athletic 
directors 
developing 
sports protocol

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

The Georgia Supreme Court has 

announced the extension of a statewide 

judicial emergency through Aug. 11.

The order states that the action is nec-

essary due to the fact that “most in-court 

proceedings compel the attendance of 

various individuals rather than allowing 

them to decide how best to protect their 

own health.”

“All Georgia courts shall continue to 

operate under the restrictions set forth 

in that order as extended, with the fol-

lowing clarifications, modifications, and 

directions,” stated Chief Justice Harold 

D. Melton. “Where this order refers to 

‘public health guidance,’ courts should 

consider the most specific current guid-

ance provided by the federal Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

the Georgia Department of Public 

Health (DPH), and their local health 

departments.”

Madison County Clerk of Superior 

Court Katie Cross said Northern Judicial 

Circuit Superior Court Judge Jeffery 

Malcom hasn’t addressed the latest 

extension, but added that “we are only 

having ‘in-person’ hearings for ‘essential 

matters’ following CDC guidelines and 

screening process.”

“All other hearings that can be heard 

via video, we are doing in the courtroom 

to have an ‘open courtroom’ setting so 

that it is considered a public hearing and 

anyone can be present, if video capabil-

ity for one party is not possible,” said 

Cross. “We are trying our best to contin-

ue to hear as much as the JEO (Judicial 

Executive Order) will allow us in order 

to keep cases current, and our backlog of 

‘non essential’ cases low.” 

Statewide judicial 
emergency extended

The Madison Area Resource Team 

(M.A.R.T.), Family Connection col-

laborative is sponsoring the 15th-an-

nual Madison County Back-to-School 

Supply Drive. The drive for school 

supplies will be held through July 27. 

“Because of our concern for the 

health and safety of our Madison 

County citizens, we will not be able 

to have the back-to-school rally due to 

the current Covid-19 situation and the 

threat it poses,” M.A.R.T. board mem-

bers said. “However, we will still col-

lect donations and supplies. Students 

in need should notify their teachers or 

counselors when they return to school 

and those students will be provided 

with needed supplies.”  

Those interested in making a mon-

etary donation for the drive can send 

checks to the Madison County Family 

Connection office at P.O. Box 1034, 

Danielsville, GA 30633, made pay-

able to: M.A.R.T. – Back to School 

Supply Drive. Donated supplies 

may be dropped off at the Family 

Connection office or the Madison 

County Extension Office, both located 

at 97 Sunset Drive in Danielsville by 

July 17. For more information, call 

Ryan Melton, coordinator, at 706-795-

3565.

School supply drive continues

Madison County parents who 

are uncomfortable sending their 

children to school in person due 

to the coronavirus outbreak can 

keep their children home. The 

deadline for families to com-

plete the online learning option 

interest form is July 17. 

If families choose this option, 

then any child in an online set-

ting must commit to learning 

virtually for a minimum of one 

Online learning 
option deadline 
set for Friday

By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

Danielsville Police Chief Jonathan Burnette 

has resigned and officer Cleve Williams is 

serving as the town’s interim chief. 

Williams spoke at Monday’s city council 

meeting about some of his plans for the police 

department, including establishing activity 

logs for each officer that would log mileage 

and areas of patrol during a shift. He said this 

could be done through log books at the police 

department or by logging it through the county 

911 center.

He said he would also like to add some part-

time officers in the near future. It was unclear 

if a full-time officer will be hired to replace 

Burnette. 

Williams also recommended “walking shifts” 

during officers’ shifts, saying it would be good 

for citizens to see officers out of their cars. 

He noted that the city police will not direct 

traffic at the high school this year. Wideman 

had instructed him to tell Superintendent 

Michael Williams that due to a shortage in 

staff, the police department would be unable to 

do this, but the police chief said that the super-

intendent told him that the board of education 

had already agreed to cut that service this year, 

due to budget constraints. 

Danielsville officials are holding in-person 

meetings, though they will continue to offer 

the meetings via Zoom for those who are 

uncomfortable attending in person.  

Council members noted Monday that while 

Williams serving as interim Danielsville Police Chief

See ‘Online’ on 3A

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

A Wildcat Bridge Road resident died in a fire at his house 

July 10. 

William Martin, who lived alone at 7668 Wildcat Bridge 

Road, has been identified as the decedent in a fire that 

occurred around 5 p.m. Friday. Harrison, Danielsville, 

Shiloh and Ila volunteer fire departments responded to the 

blaze. 

After the fire was extinguished, remains were found by the 

front door of the doublewide trailer. Coroner Julie “Coach” 

Harrison said the Medical Examiner’s Office has identified 

the body as Martin’s. She said an accelerant appears to have 

been used, but the cause of the fire is still under investigation. 

The state fire marshal’s office was called in to investigate. 

According to a report from the Madison County Sheriff’s 

Office, Martin, a wheelchair bound double-amputee, report-

edly made a comment to a relative recently about potential 

self harm.  

The sheriff’s report said that Martin’s niece was next door 

at the time of the incident, “when she stated she heard a loud 

boom, she ran to the roadway to see what it was, she observed 

a silver Toyota 4Runner exiting 7668 Wildcat Bridge Road.” 

The report said the niece was “unable to give any other infor-

mation about said vehicle.”

The incident remains under investigation. 

Death of Madison 
Co. man in fire 
under investigation

By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

As of Tuesday afternoon, 

Madison County’s COVID-

19 positive case rate stood at 

184, with four deaths and 21 

hospitalizations, according 

to the Department of Public 

Health website. 

EMA Director Bobby 

Smith said he doubts the 

numbers are up to date, but 

it’s the best the county has to 

go on for now.

Smith said the DPH is 

providing some informa-

tion directly to the county, a 

change from when the pan-

demic crisis began in mid-

March, but called it “incon-

sistent at best.”

County 911 director 

Brenan Baird reported 

Monday that the COVID-19 

calls to his office are down, 

but that the notifications are 

up.

“While our COVID-19 

calls are going to near-

Officials offer update 
on local coronavirus calls

See ‘Coronavirus’ on 2A

See ‘Danielsville’ on 2A


