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Senior staff leaders with Sen. Raphael Warnock’s of-

fice told the Jackson County Area Chamber of Commerce 

board on Friday that the new Georgia senator is working 

every day to convince the Biden Administration to overturn 

the ITC’s ruling on SK Battery.

Warnock’s chief of staff Mark Libell said the senator 

would be meeting with President Biden during the presi-

dent’s visit to Atlanta March 19 and the SK issue would 

be discussed.

The president is the only person who can overturn the 

ITC’s ruling against SK Battery, which it found had stolen 

information from rival LG Chem to make its battery de-

sign for electric vehicles. The trade board sanctioned SK 

in February by limiting the scope of its battery production.

Biden has until April 10 to overturn the ITC ruling 

against SK. For its part, SK has threatened to abandon its 

Commerce plants, and a promised 2,600 jobs, if the ruling 

isn’t overturned.

Libell said the senator’s office had spent more time on 

the SK issue than any other since he took office in January. 

The office has been in on-going contact with both SK and 

LG about the ITC ruling and a possible resolution. It’s also 

had discussions with the White House and other various 

federal agencies about the issue.

But Libell said one of the frustrations in the matter is that 

SK seems to have “put all its eggs into one basket,” mean-

ing that it is expecting the president to overturn the ruling.

Libell said the thought that was a “very risky strategy.”

He said he thought SK should be negotiating with LG to 

settle the issue outside of government intervention. But he 

noted that the two South Korean rivals “hate each other” 

and that getting them to settle might be difficult.

Libell said that discussions with LG leaders led him to 

believe that regardless of the ultimate outcome, if SK did 

abandon its Commerce plant, LG would step in to either 

take over the facility to make batteries, or perhaps build 

another plant to fulfill SK’s EV battery contracts.

“The best thing for everyone would be a settlement,” Li-

bell said.

Warnock’s office working 

on SK Battery issue

SK facilities under construction in Commerce.

Despite what can only 

be described as a chal-

lenging year, the City 

of Commerce is looking 

ahead and preparing for 

anticipated growth.

Commerce Mayor Clark 

Hill presented his State 

of the City address at the 

Commerce City Council’s 

March 15 meeting, high-

lighting the town’s accom-

plishments during the past 

year and expanding on fu-

ture goals.

“This has been anything 

but a normal year for us as 

a community,” Hill said. 

“But I think all-in-all…we 

got pretty lucky.”

Hill said 2020 start-

ed off with a number of 

floods and water main 

breaks in the city.

Then in March, 

COVID-19 hit the area. 

Local governments issued 

states of emergency in late 

March and Governor Bri-

an Kemp followed, issu-

ing a stay-at-home order 

and requiring some busi-

nesses to close temporar-

ily statewide.

Despite the pandemic, 

Hill said the city fared 

pretty well and few busi-

nesses were forced to 

close permanently.

“Our community adapt-

ed. Our businesses adapt-

ed. Our schools remained 

in-person,” said Hill.

The one major loss, Hill 

said, was the closing of 

Northridge Medical Cen-

ter. Hill said the commu-

nity lost 78 jobs with the 

closing of that hospital, 

which had been open since 

1960. He added the com-

munity also lost access to 

the basic medical services 

offered at Northridge, but 

said the community just 

didn’t support hospital.

“The facility lost $5 

million the last year it 

was open,” said Hill. “And 

then COVID was the final 

straw.”

He added that Ethica 

and CHS have been in-

vesting in improvements 

to the nursing facility on 

the Northridge campus.

Meanwhile, the city is 

gearing up for anticipated 

growth and Hill outlined a 

number of priorities and 

plans for the future.

“You’re going to see this 

council roll out a pretty 

bold platform that’s going 

to set the stage for us over 

the next 10-20 years,” Hill 

said.

RECREATION

The city is considering a 

major expansion of its rec-

reation department.

“We realize that we 

have a lot of people mov-

ing here in the 55-and-old-

er neighborhood,” Hill 

said. “There’s more of an 

interest in having activi-

ties and things through the 

rec department for those 

people.”

Enrollment is up 30% 

from 2012 in the city’s 

recreation department and 

a recent study showed lo-

cal children are most in-

terested in soccer, football 

and basketball.

“Indoor facilities are a 

huge need, and multi-pur-

pose fields are a huge 

need,” Hill said.

He added that the city is 

working to develop a plan 

that will prepare the city’s 

recreation department for 

the foreseeable future.

“We hope to acquire a 

large tract of land that will 

take the recreation depart-

ment into the next 30-40 

years,” said Hill.

HOUSING

Hill also noted the city 

may need to reevaluate its 

housing needs in the fu-

ture.

Home values have been 

steadily climbing over the 

past several years, Hill 

said. He added the supply 

of houses priced under 

$399,000 is limited and 

said most of those houses 

are selling quickly and for 

list price.

“It’s a seller’s market,” 

he said. “If you put your 

house on the market in 

Commerce, Georgia, you 

better know where you’re 

going to move, because 

you’re not going to have 

a place to live in two 

months.”

He said the city may 

need to consider afford-

able housing options in 

the future, focusing on the 

quality of the housing in-

stead of just considering 

the size.

“What I’m talking about 

State of the City:

Recreation, civic center 

improvements among 

Commerce priorities

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

While acknowledging 

it’s not their preferred op-

tion, Jefferson leaders en-

dorsed the state department 

of transportation’s proposal 

to install an “R-cut” at the 

intersection of Old Swim-

ming Pool Rd. and the Hwy. 

129 bypass to remedy traffic 

problems there.

The Jefferson City Coun-

cil voted unanimously at its 

March 22 meeting to sup-

port the R-cut (Restricted 

Crossing U-Turn), which 

will prohibit drivers on Old 

Swimming Pool Rd. from 

crossing over the highway 

or making left turns onto it.

“I think we all recognize 

that a traffic signal is our 

first choice, but given that 

being not a option from 

G-DOT, this (the R-cut) 

moves us toward a safer 

intersection,” mayor Jon 

Howell said.

The problems at the in-

tersection including vehi-

cles stacking during peak 

hours and multiple vehi-

cles stopped in the median 

as drivers attempt to cross 

over the highway or make a 

left turn, presenting a safety 

hazard.

The R-cut would utilize 

raised concrete islands to 

block that access. Driv-

ers needing to turn left off 

Old Swimming Pool Rd. to 

travel north on the bypass 

would instead have to turn 

right and make a U-turn at 

a median break near Panther 

Dr.

The intersection doesn’t 

not meet traffic volume 

thresholds to qualify for 

traffic light, leading the 

DOT to offer the R-cut as an 

alternative.

The Jefferson City Coun-

cil discussed the issue at its 

March 8 meeting and then 

held a virtual town meeting 

March 15 over the matter, 

which included input from 

two DOT officials. Both 

said the R-cut would im-

prove safety at the intersec-

tion.

Concerns with the R-cut 

have included limited site 

distance for U-turns at the 

median break near Panther 

Dr. The DOT, however, said 

site distance at the location 

met standards. Worries have 

also been expressed that the 

R-cut would shift the traffic 

problem down to Panther 

Dr.

ACTION ON FOOD 

TRUCK ORDINANCE 

POSTPONED

Action on Jefferson’s 

proposed ordinance related 

to food trucks and public 

events will wait until at least 

May.

Councilman Clint Rob-

erts asked for the decision 

to be postponed to allow for 

more time to study the ordi-

nance. Roberts heads a sub-

committee to modernize the 

city charter and ordinances.

“What I’d like to do, since 

I’m currently heading up the 

charter and ordinance sub-

committee, is kind of take 

the reins on this with the 

committee for the next cou-

ple of weeks and bring that 

back to the council in May 

for us to present and then 

adopt,” Roberts explained.

SUBCOMMITTEE TO 

LOOK 

AT ACCESS ROAD

Howell has asked the 

city’s I-85 exit beautifica-

tion committee to investi-

gate the acceptance of an 

access road running behind 

McDonald’s as a city street. 

Tractor-trailers parking 

along the road and leaving 

excessive litter have been 

a long-standing issues for 

the city. City leaders have 

expressed interest in acquir-

ing as much land along the 

road as possible to allow for 

greater enforcement options 

to address problem.

“If we don’t have the right 

to keep that place clean and 

keep the parking from there, 

this is going to happen again 

and again and again,” said 

councilman Mark Mobley, 

who chairs the exit beautifi-

cation committee.

Mobley noted that clean-

up efforts were recently 

made, but the litter returned 

Jefferson council 

votes in support of 

‘R-cut’ at problematic 

bypass intersection
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American Legion Post 56 honored Lawrence 

Deese (left) of the Jefferson Fire Department 

as the Firefighter of the Year during the Jeffer-
son City Council’s March 8 meeting. Deese is 

pictured with Post 56 commander Joe Ruttar.

FIREFIGHTER HONORED 

BY AMERICAN LEGION

Another effort by the 

Republican members 

of the Jackson County 

Board of Elections to 

have a list of 211 voter 

names sent to the state 

for possible investiga-

tion failed at the board’s 

March 19 meeting. The 

vote was 2-2, killing the 

motion.

The effort is rooted 

in a list of around 2,000 

names given to the board 

by former Jackson Coun-

ty GOP chairman Ron 

Johnson. The names 

came from a national lob-

bying group that has pro-

moted the idea of voter 

fraud.

Johnson said the names 

were of voters in Jackson 

County who had request-

ed a change of address in 

the U.S. Postal Service.

Of those, county elec-

tion officials found that 

211 had voted in the Jan-

uary Senate runoff elec-

tions in Jackson County.

GOP board members 

Jeff Hughes and Larry 

Ewing have pushed to 

have those names turned 

over to the state for inves-

tigation, although there is 

no evidence that anyone 

committed voter fraud.

Some of the requested 

address changes could 

have been for college stu-

dents or for other reasons 

not related to residency, 

officials have said. In 

addition, the ballot was 

the same state-wide so 

that even if someone had 

moved and voted in the 

county, it would not have 

made any difference in 

the election.

When voters move and 

register to vote in another 

county, the local elections 

board gets a notification 

from the state. The coun-

ty had not received any 

notification from the state 

of a change in voting be-

fore the January runoff 

election for those 211 

people.

Several citizens attend-

ed the elections board 

meeting, apparently en-

couraged by local GOP 

leaders. One person sug-

gested that the 211 names 

should be investigated 

while another asked about 

the duties of the board of 

elections.

A third person wanted 

to know why the March 

ESPLOST vote had not 

been held in January to 

save money. County elec-

tions manager Jennifer 

Logan said that SPLOST 

GOP move to 

probe voters fails

VACCINES — 

JACKSON COUNTY

Total doses administ-

ed — 9,973

Dose 1 — 6,603

Dose 2 — 3,370

Doses per 100,000 — 

14,691

COVID — 

JACKSON COUNTY

Cases confirmed — 

9,406

Cases per 100,000 — 

11,006

Deaths — 128 + 11 

probable =139

Hospitalizations — 

477

Covid 

update: 

By the 

numbers

See Commerce, page 2A

See GOP, page 2A See Jefferson, page 2A


