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Red Raiders honored

Madison County High School’s Region 8-AAAA champion softball team made another trip to Columbus this 
year, winning its first game in the Class eight-team AAAA state tournament and finishing the year 23-12. The 
coaches and players were recognized Dec. 10 by the county school board.

The Red Raider varsity football team capped off its historic season with a trip to the Class AAAA state quar-
terfinals, defeating Ridgeland and Mary Persons in rounds one and two of the playoffs. The players and 
coaches were recognized by the Madison County Board of Education Dec. 10.

BOARD OF EDUCATIONWRESTLING

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL

Madison County wres-

tlers trekked to North Car-

olina and finished sixth 

in the 29-team Falcon 

Frenzy at West Henderson 

High School.

The Red Raiders fin-

ished with 112.5 team 

points.

•Blake Hooper placed 

fifth in the 113 lb. weight 

class.

•Josh Kincaid (20-2) 

took second in the 126 lb. 

division.

•Rowan Smith (17-2) 

finished third in the 138 

lb. class.

•Jaxon Hoetzel (20-2) 

took third in the 195-lb. 

class.

•Hamilton Cooper (18-

2) finished second in the 

220-lb. class.

Madison County has the 

Eric Hill Tournament next 

at Loganville this week-

end.

Wrestlers take 
6th in North 
Carolina tourney

Josh Kincaid wrestles during a recent match.

By Kyle Funderburk
kyle@mainstreetnews.com

Some nights, a team gets hot and stays hot from the 

field. Stephens County had one of those nights Friday 

at the expense of the Madison County girls’ basketball 

team.

The Red Raiders lost their Region 8-AAAA opener 

to the Indians 87-75. Thirty six of Stephens County’s 

points came from beyond the arc, including its first 12 

points of the game. Kayla McPherson’s 15 fourth quar-

ter points spurred a comeback which did little more than 

make the score look respectable.

“The good thing is, we had fight in us,” said head 

coach Dan Lampe. “We didn’t play good half-court de-

fense, we didn’t play any good defense tonight. We want 

to speed things up, but we don’t want to give up all those 

wide open threes. The shot the ball well … but it makes 

it a lot easier when you don’t have a hand in their face.

“We have got to go back to the drawing board, espe-

cially with our half-court defense. I don’t think we can 

run our match-up zone. I probably should have learned 

that a little bit earlier. I thought we had it in practice, but 

we came out and it just fell apart.”

Even when Stephens County (8-3, 1-0 Region 

8-AAAA) cooled off from beyond the arch in the second 

quarter, Madison County couldn’t capitalize. Instead, 

the Indians dominated the board and created second 

chance points.

“They killed us on the put backs,” Lampe said. “They 

absolutely killed us on the boards. Every game we’ve 

lost, we lost huge on the boards. Tonight, was no dif-

ference.”

Madison County (5-6, 0-1 Region) couldn’t keep the 

game close for very long. The Indians opened the game 

with a pair of three-pointers to go up 6-0. Caitlyn Ar-

wood hit her own three and McPherson drove the lane 

for a layup to cut the score to 6-5, but the game quickly 

spiraled out of control.

Two more three’s by the Indians started an 8-0 run to 

extend the lead to 14-5. Shots by McPherson and Tiffa-

ny Wilson cut the lead back to 14-9. Both teams went 

Red Raiders fall 
to the three-ball 
at Stephens Co.

Photo by Kyle Funderburk
Caitlyn Arwood looks for a teammate against Ste-
phens County.
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