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MAILING LABEL

‘It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas’

Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

Maverick Flanagan is 10 months old and he visited Santa for the first-time during Homer’s annual Christmas 
celebration on Sunday, Dec. 12.

FIRST VISIT WITH SANTA

Abigail Lonberger, 7, is shown with her Christmas 
wish list which she brought to Santa during Gills-
ville’s Christmas celebration.

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS.....

Starr Phipps brought the Christmas spirit to all as she 
sang carols at Homer’s annual Christmas celebration 
on Sunday, Dec. 12.

BRINGING CHRISTMAS SPIRIT TO ALL

By SHERRY LEWIS

Construction for a new 

clubhouse at Chimney Oaks 

Golf Club in Homer remains 

at a standstill. The project 

was halted after a site visit 

by Homer’s building in-

spector, Jayme Ingraham, in 

October. The club submitted 

progress drawings for a pro 

shop and fitness center, but 

Ingraham noted there were 

13 bedrooms and restrooms 

on the third floor of the fa-

cility under construction. 

Those were not a part of the 

plan submitted to the city.

With the residential com-

ponent added to the project, 

Ingraham was forced to stop 

developers until fire codes 

are met. This addition calls 

for fire walls, fire doors, and 

a sprinkler system to assure 

occupant safety regarding 

fire codes. Ingraham said 

the developers could work 

on those items at the pres-

ent time. She has asked for 

a new construction plan that 

includes all changes before 

other construction contin-

ues.

The Homer Town Council 

said the change is not neces-

sarily a problem if it is built 

according to fire codes and 

the new construction plans 

are submitted to the build-

ing inspector. 

It is in the best interest of 

all citizens that everyone is 

aware of everything that is 

being built in the city, lead-

ers said.

Clubhouse construction remains at a standstill in Homer

A spreader and cutter for Jaws of Life were donated to the Homer Fire Department 
by Maysville Rescue at the annual Homer Fire Department dinner. Shown are: Cliff 
Hill, Town of Homer fire chief; Charles Turk, Maysville assistant rescue chief; and 
Chief Greg Wells, Maysville Rescue. Turk and Wells are also volunteer firefighters 
for the Town of Homer.

DONATION TO HOMER FIRE DEPARTMENT

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com

The Banks County Board of Commissioners took ac-

tion Tuesday night that will lead to improvements on eight 

county roads.

The BOC agreed for 6.84 miles of roadway to be im-

proved with special purpose local option sales tax 

(SPLOST) revenue. This will include Jameson Place, Pros-

pect Road, Whippoorwill Way, Crump Road, Poole Road 

and Apple Pie Ridge Road.

The BOC also agreed for $483,000 in state funds to be 

used for improvements on Chatham Road, 1.27 miles, and 

Spring Road, 2.70 miles. Any additional money needed for 

these two projects will come from SPLOST revenue.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business at the meeting on Tuesday, the BOC:

•approved a change order for the multi-purpose field 

contract to allow for additional sod.

•approved an addition for fire station 24.

•approved the construction bid award for Fire Station 41.

•approved a contract with CSRA to provide probation 

services for the Probate Court.

•agreed for Costar Realty Information Inc. to provide 

re-evaluation of commercial and industrial properties ser-

vices for the tax assessor’s office.

•approved the 2022 alcohol licenses.

•agreed that no thru truck traffic will be allowed on East 

Ridgeway Road and Faulkner Road due to it damaging 

the roads. No trucks with loads larger than 3,600 pounds, 

longer than 30 feet or with more than 10 wheels will be 

allowed.

•approved the 2022 gravel hauling bud and contract 

award to Triple H Transport.

•agreed to support the Annexation Legislation endorsed 

by the Association of County Commissioners.

•re-established the Energy Excise Tax and entered into 

agreement with the cities for allocation and distribution of 

the proceeds from the tax.

•approved the 2022 qualifying fees for county elections.

•named Danny Maxwell as the BOC vice chairman for 

2022.

Road improvements 
coming following 
actions by BOC

In a work session on Monday, Lula city leaders heard 

a request from Craig Smith, of S&S Septic Hauling, who 

asked council members to consider receiving sewage for 

treatment at the city facilities. Smith explained his compa-

ny does business in several local municipalities and esti-

mates the city could make around $125,000 a year.

City manager Dennis Bergin presented Lula leaders with 

a pros and cons handout to study before making a decision 

next Monday. He noted that the revenue would mostly be 

half of the projected amount because of expenses. Smith 

said his company would handle expenses other than a city 

employee to oversee the operation. Bergin noted the ponds 

and pump stations are located in residential areas and fears 

the added sewage could cause issues at the sewage facili-

ties.

In another sewage issue, the council discussed issuing 

a $15,000 fine for a contractor who was putting in phase 

two sewer lines during a major rain event on March 11 and 

12. Bergin told the council there was a mistake at a cut off 

value which allowed mud into the system and the affects 

were still apparent 28 days later 

The council also discussed a request by Jaemor Farms to 

connect their newly-built pumping station to the city sys-

tem. Bergin recommended a $5,000 tap fee and said the 

city should make approximately $96,000 a year in reve-

nues.

In other business the council:

•discussed the GMA Worker’s Compensation Premium 

at an annual cost of $28,181.

•discussed the completion of the roof replacement at the 

old city hall at a cost of $11,856.

•discussed replacing two air conditioners at the waste 

water treatment plant.

•noted that the annual audit should be presented at the 

December 20 council meeting.

•heard a report from Bergin that the Belton Bridge com-

plaint concerning unpermitted work on the property. He 

found those complaints to be unfounded.

•heard a financial report from Bergin. The general fund 

has a positive cash flow of $23,000 while the water and 

sewer fund has a positive cash flow of $171,000. He said 

the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) is 

up $7,000 over last year. He said Internet sales tax was 

$50,000; these are the funds collected from three months 

ago.

•heard from Bergin that he has been unable to find a good 

vehicle to replace the prisoner vehicle at this time. The for-

mer vehicle was wrecked, and the city collected $10,017 in 

an insurance payout. The city has designated $27,000 for 

the purchase.

•heard a request from Cassie Swearington, representing 

the Lula-Belton Historical Society, to host a Valentine din-

ner for members and residents.

•agreed to start renovations to the train caboose that will 

be restored in memory of city employee Carl Manger. The 

city has designated up to $15,000 for the project and they 

have also received $3,500 from the private donors.

Lula considers water 
and sewer request


