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Commerce 
teen killed in 
Hwy. 98 wreck

A Commerce teenager was 

killed in a single-vehicle acci-

dent on Hwy. 98 in Madison 

County July 15. 

According to a report from 

the Georgia State Patrol, Evan 

Michael Davis, 17, died when 

he lost control of his 2004 

Chevrolet Suburban at Hwy. 

98 and Patton Lane west of 

Ila at approximately 11:55 a.m. 

July 15. 

Emma Davis, 17, a passen-

ger in the vehicle, was taken 

to Piedmont Athens Regional 

Medical Center for treatment 

of injuries sustained in the acci-

dent. 

According to the GSP report, 

Davis was traveling east on 

Hwy. 98 when he lost control 

of his vehicle, which traveled 

down an embankment and 

overturned, striking a downed 

tree.

Davis was a student at 

Commerce High School and a 

member of the varsity baseball 

team.

BOC cancels 
July 27 meeting

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

As citizens start casting early votes this 

week, local candidates have made another 

pitch on why they should be elected.

The Madison County Chamber of 

Commerce and the Madison County Farm 

Bureau hosted a political forum July 16 for 

the six local candidates in the upcoming 

Aug. 11 Republican runoffs. Early voting 

started July 20 at the Madison County 

Board of Elections and Registration Office 

and will continue through Aug. 7.

Incumbent county commission chair-

man John Scarborough and challenger 

Todd Higdon are facing off for the BOC 

chairman’s seat. The winner of the prima-

ry will be sworn in for a four-year term 

in January, since there is no Democratic 

challenger on the November ballot. Terry 

Chandler and Grant Gillespie are seeking 

the BOC District 2 Republican nomina-

tion. The winner of that primary will face 

Democrat Conolus Scott in November. 

Robert Leverett and Tripp Strickland are 

vying for the Republican House District 

33 nomination. The winner of that primary 

will face Democrat Kerry Dornell Hamm 

in November.

Former Madison County School 

Superintendent Allen McCannon moder-

ated the online forum, which was streamed 

on the Chamber Facebook page and held 

at the Farm Bureau office.

THE CHAIRMAN’S RACE

Both candidates talked about their time 

leading local governments — Scarborough 

as BOC chairman and Higdon as the eight-

year mayor of Danielsville. 

Scarborough said he helped lead the 

county government into good shape finan-

cially. He noted that the commissioners 

had to raise the millage rate shortly he took 

office, but that it was necessary to bring 

financial stability.

“Not a popular move,” he said. “But 

again today, I can truthfully say it’s a 

countywide effort that has placed us on 

solid footing.”

And the chairman said he sees a poten-

tial rollback of the mill rate in his second 

term. 

“Four years ago, we increased it out of 

necessity,” he said. “Now perhaps it’s time 

to look at rolling that rate back.”

Higdon said he helped bring Danielsville 

into the 21st century.

“Most of the people that have been 

around the city saw a city transformed 

from retroactive to proactive,” he said. 

If elected, Higdon said he will focus on 

improving relations between local cities 

and the county government. He noted the 

close ties he has with local mayors and 

other leaders.

“I plan to unite the cities and county for 

our future work base,” said Higdon.

He said Scarborough was in a bad situ-

ation when he took office and did need to 

raise taxes. 

“He did have to raise the millage rate,” 

said Higdon. “I wouldn’t agree with roll-

ing it back. That’s what got us in the pickle 

the first time. I would just leave it alone. 

The economy itself will drive your tax 

base.”

The candidates were asked about pro-

tecting the local agriculture base.

“The best I can offer is my commit-

ment to stay out of their way. We have 

so many talented agribusiness individuals 

that require only the opportunity to oper-

ate and flourish,” said Scarborough. “The 

challenge or the task has been to draw 

complementing businesses that capitalize 

on their efforts and capabilities.”

Higdon said farming and industrial 

growth can co-exist if growth is centered 

around cities. 

“Farming and industrial can survive 

together when you form a good partner-

ship with your cities,” he said. “Cities are 

cities for a reason. Cities are to be built 

thick as thieves.”

He said cities must thrive and lead the 

county along. 

“But in order for cities to survive and/or 

to be able to bring in new businesses to the 

county, they have to have help,” he said.

Both candidates addressed the need to 

improve the county’s commercial tax base 

to lessen the tax burden on property own-

ers. 

“We cannot grow any further than what 

we are today without expanding our water 

systems and sewer systems,” said Higdon. 

“…So you have to expand our infrastruc-

ture moving forward at a higher rate than 

what we are right now.”

Scarborough said he is confident in the 

job the industrial authority is doing to 

improve infrastructure in the county. He 

said Georgia Renewable Power has had 

pros and cons, “but it certainly has been a 

catalyst for expansion.” He noted that the 

new Hwy. 72 bypass is a “major benefit 

for business and industry.” And he said a 

primary infrastructure need is broadband 

Internet services in Madison County. He 

said the county and cities need to pull 

together to make things happen.

“There can be no doubt that Madison 

County can answer the call for growth 

and expansion if cities and county can 

pull together,” he said. “…There can be 

no doubt that Madison County can answer 

the call for growth and expansion if cities 

and county can pull together.”

The candidates were asked to share the 

top concerns they’ve heard from residents 

while campaigning. 

Higdon said people want to know about 

taxes and “what are we getting for our 

taxes?” He talked about roads. 

“We don’t have a bad road department,” 

said Higdon. “I’m not planning to revamp 

but restructure the day-to-day job duties of 

the road department.”

He said he also wants to address the 

issue of private drives.

“If you build your house on half of 

a mile of dirt road and you’re the only 

one on it, you have a private drive,” said 

Higdon. “But if there’s multiple taxpayers 

on that dirt road, it is a county road at that 

point. We will maintain those roads.”

Scarborough said he’s heard about prop-

erty taxes, roads, the Internet and clean 

air and water. But he said all things are 

connected to the county’s ability to pay for 

any endeavor.

“At the center is the ability and means 

for the county to address or fund these 

issues,” he said. “Our county finances are 

in good shape today and getting better 

Runoff talk: Candidates reach out to 
citizens in online forum

BOC Chairman BOC District 2 House District 33

Todd Higdon Terry Chandler Rob LeverettJohn 

Scarborough

Grant 

Gillespie

Tripp 

Strickland

See ‘Forum’ on 5A

Matt Gurtler and Andrew Clyde are pictured at 
the Madison County Republican Party’s forum 
July 16.

The Madison County 

Board of Commissioners 

has canceled its July 27 

meeting. 

A proposed lease agree-

ment for a planned new 

Department of Family and 

Children Services building 

has not been received by the 

commissioners. The DFCS 

building had been sched-

uled for discussion July 27.

“They’re still trying 

to work out some things, 

I didn’t receive word on 

any resolution so I decid-

ed to cancel our meeting 

on Monday as we didn’t 

have any real agenda items 

to discuss,” said commis-

sion chairman John Scar-

borough. “With the number 

of folks testing positive, to 

include some of our own 

employees, I felt it more 

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

The race to fill the U.S. 9th Congressional District seat 

has four candidates remaining — two Democratic and two 

Republican, with each vying to win their party’s nomina-

tion for the November general election.

Republicans Matt Gurtler and Andrew Clyde will face 

off Aug. 11, with the winner going against either Democrat 

Devin Pandy or Brooke Siskin on Nov. 3.

On July 16, the Madison County Republican Party host-

ed Gurtler and Clyde for an approximate hour-long forum 

in the Madison County High School cafeteria.

Both candidates said they are committed to limited 

taxes, small government, pro-life policies, protection of 

the Second Amendment, support for President Trump and 

support for law enforcement. They both said they favor the 

elimination of the federal Department of Education and the 

Environmental Protection Agency, preferring to see those 

department’s responsibilities in state hands. They both said 

they are against a path to citizenship for those who haven’t 

entered the country legally.

Clyde, a Jackson County resident who served in the U.S. 

Navy and has owned a gun store in Athens since 1991, 

said he fought the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in 2013, 

when the agency confiscated $940,000 from his gun store 

through civil asset forfeiture. He said he took the matter 

to court, won, then pushed for legislation to “keep the 

IRS from confiscating legally earned money.” He said he 

helped get the Clyde Hirsch Sowers Respect Act, which 

was signed into law by President Trump, passed in 2019. 

He added that he would like to see the IRS eliminated and 

a consumption tax put in place.

“I’m a conservative Christian, a combat veteran, with 

Clyde, Gurtler offer views 
at Republican forum

One-week delay
Schools push back opening day for students from 
Aug. 7 to Aug. 14; teachers will still report Aug. 3

By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

Students haven’t been in class in 

Madison County since March 13 – and 

the board of education voted Tuesday 

night to add one more week to that.

Madison County schools will now begin 

Friday, Aug. 14. School was set to begin 

Friday, Aug. 7.

The board voted for the delay in order 

to give teachers and staff a nine-day 

pre-planning period, instead of the usual 

four days. Teachers will still report to 

school on Monday, Aug. 3, to begin 

pre-planning.

“So it’s two-fold,” Superintendent 

Michael Williams explained about prepa-

rations for the new school year. “First is 

the safety issue (new protocols, cleaning 

procedures, social distancing, etc.) and 

also the learning piece (for digital learn-

ing). We want to ensure our teachers and 

staff are all in a place where they’re ready 

to go.”

Williams said he and the administration 

believe the extra five pre-planning days 

will allow for that. 

There are 175 instructional days 

planned for the 2020-2021 school year, 

down five from the usual 180 days. There 

are two distance-learning periods built 

in to the calendar, the first one is Oct. 

12 – 14 (three days prior to the two- day 

fall break) and another one Feb. 15 – 18 

(four days prior to the winter break day 

on Feb. 19). 

During these distance learning days, the 

schools will be deep-cleaned by ABM, 

the school’s cleaning company. 

Williams and an ABM representative 

Though the start of school has been 

delayed by a week,  the open house sched-

lue was not changed by the county school 

board Tuesday. 

That schedule is as follows:

ELEMENTARY OPEN HOUSE

Parents have the option of attending a 

face-to-face open house or a virtual open 

house. Kindergarten open house will be 

at Kindercamp on Tuesday, July 28, at 

11:15 a.m. Kindergartners not attending 

Kindercamp may also attend. 

First-through-fifth grade in-person open 

house at the county’s five elementary 

schools will be held from 3 to 7 p.m., 

Thursday, Aug. 6. Students whose last 

name begins with A-H will attend between 

3 and 4 p.m. Students whose last name 

begins with I-R are scheduled for 4:30 to 

5:30 p.m. And students whose last name 

begins with S-Z will attend between 6 and 

7 p.m.

Madison County 
schools to hold 

open house


