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Paul Sergent, veteran 

Commerce Board of Edu-

cation member, was elected 

chairman of the board Mon-

day night, Jan. 13. Sergent 

was chairman before for 

“two or three years.”

He has been on the board 

since 2002. He is a physi-

cian in Commerce.

Two BOE incumbents, in-

cluding the chairman, were 

defeated in the November 

election.

Nathan Anderson was 

elected vice chairman.

Sergent represents Dis-

trict 5. He won re-election 

in November by six votes, 

71-65.

Incumbents Rodney Gary 

and Bill Davis lost their 

elections. Kyle Moore, a 

past BOE member, and 

Knox Smith were elected 

in Districts 4 and 3, respec-

tively.

In the only business of 

the board, Smith proposed 

that the board meetings be 

moved from the second to 

the third Monday of the 

month.

It came up during the 

board’s look at meetings 

scheduled in 2020. Smith 

said the change would put 

more distance between the 

work session and the board 

meeting. He said board 

members could do research 

on issues if needed.

Smith said it also would 

give the public “more than 

four days” to register com-

ments if an issue generated 

those.

Sergent said issues now 

could be tabled for a month 

if needed.

The list of meetings for the 

year were not approved. The 

list was left until the Febru-

ary meeting. The meetings 

will be held Thursday, Feb. 

6, and Monday, Feb. 10.

Superintendent Joy Tol-

bert reported the district 

ELOST – education local 

option sales tax – fund is 

about $1.996 million. She 

said the balance at the be-

ginning of January was a bit 

more than $2 million. The 

big deposit for the month 

was $149,000. The district 

paid $190,000 as part of its 

ABM Solutions contract for 

energy conservation.

Tolbert also recommend-

ed, and it was approved, that 

the Gainesville firm of Har-

ben, Hartley and Hawkins 

continue legal representation 

Sergent now chairman of Commerce BOE

A dinner and day of 

community service proj-

ects are planned in obser-

vation of the Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. Day.

A celebration dinner is 

planned for Saturday, Jan. 

18, at the Commerce Civic 

Center at 6 p.m. The event 

will feature speakers, live 

musical acts and a catered 

meal.

The MLK Day of Ser-

vice Steering Committee 

has selected seven ser-

vice sites to host Jackson 

County’s Inaugural Mar-

tin Luther King, Jr. Day of 

Service on Jan. 20. These 

service projects include 

beautification, paint-

ing, repairs, landscaping 

and light construction 

at the following coun-

ty locations: West Jack-

son Elementary School, 

Gum Springs Elementary 

School, The Tree House, 

Commerce, East Jack-

son Comprehensive High 

School, Off the Chain, 

North Jackson Elementary 

School and Maysville Ele-

mentary School.

Volunteers may find 

more details and sign up 

online at https://givepul.

se/turg9z.

The effort is also look-

ing for sponsorships from 

local businesses and indi-

vidual donations to cover 

the costs of supplies and 

materials, T-shirts and 

miscellaneous expenses.

For more information, 

contact Melody Her-

rington at jcmlkdayofser-

vice@gmail.com or on 

Facebook.

MLK 

dinner, 

projects 

planned
By Cindy R. Edge

Madison County 

is asking the Jackson 

County Water and 

Sewerage Authori-

ty for water — and a 

30-year agreement to 

boot.

Authority manager 

Eric Klerk said the re-

quest is a big decision 

because if approved, 

it would be the first 

time the county would 

provide water outside 

of the four member 

counties of the Upper 

Oconee Basin Water 

Authority.

During a meet-

ing held Jan. 9, the 

board reviewed Mad-

ison County’s request. 

Klerk said other mem-

bers of the UOBWA 

— Clark, Oconee and 

Barrow counties — 

would have first right 

of refusal before the 

authority agreed to sell 

to Madison County, 

which isn’t part of the 

UOBWA.

The request for wa-

ter came from Sen. 

Frank Ginn, who also 

serves as the executive 

director of the Madi-

son County Industrial 

Development Author-

ity.

Ginn requested the 

authority consider go-

ing outside the stan-

dard three-year water 

sale agreement and 

instead enter into a 

30-year agreement at a 

cost of $2.30 per thou-

sand gallons.

Ginn was apparent-

ly under the impres-

sion that the amount 

is what Braselton cur-

rently pays for water. 

But Klerk said that 

is old data and under 

the current agreement, 

Braselton is paying 

closer to $3.00 per 

thousand gallons.

Klerk said if the au-

thority were to agree 

to sell water to Mad-

ison County, staff 

would recommend an 

assessment of a $7,000 

minimum monthly fee 

to help offset the cost, 

estimated at $225,000, 

that would be incurred 

to run 2,200 feet of 

line to make the con-

nection.

Ginn said the ex-

pense to Madison 

County would be sig-

nificantly higher than 

the cost to the author-

ity due to the amount 

of line needed to meet 

the authority connec-

tion and an agreement 

of more than three 

years would be needed 

in order to recoup that 

expense.

“I think 30 years is 

a lot to ask, particu-

larly since Braselton, 

Commerce and Jeffer-

son are getting three 

(years,)” said board 

member Pat Bell. 

“This authority, and 

my job here, is to pro-

tect the water in this 

county for the people 

in this county.”

No action was tak-

en by the board, but 

authority chairman 

Dylan Wilbanks said 

he would like for the 

board to continue con-

versations with Madi-

son County.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business, 

the authority:

• approved a condi-

tional availability letter 

Madison County 

asks Jackson 

for water

See Water, page 9A

See Commerce, page 9A

The upcoming March 24 

special elections to fill the 

unexpired seats of Hoschton 

mayor Theresa Kenerly and 

councilman Jim Cleveland 

will both be contested.

Hope Weeks and Shannon 

Sell qualified for the Hoschton 

mayor’s seat during qualify-

ing last week. Weeks, who has 

served on the council since 

2018, had to resign her seat 

on the Hoschton City Council 

since she is seeking the mayor 

position. That leaves the city 

council inoperable until the 

March 24 election since only 

two council members remain 

(see related story).

Meanwhile, the election to 

fill Cleveland’s seat will also 

be a contested race, with Ra-

phael Mayberry facing James 

Lawson.

Hoschton mayor, council races contested

By Mike Buffngton
mike@mainstreetnews.com

And then there were — just 

— two.

With only two sitting mem-

bers left, the Hoschton City 

Council’s ability to hold votes 

and conduct business will be 

on ice until April.

Although the council had a 

meeting slated for Jan. 13 — 

and did a preliminary call to 

order with a roll call, a prayer 

and the pledge to the flag — 

the council couldn’t hold an 

official meeting to discuss or 

transact business since it no 

longer has a quorum of mem-

bers.

Following last week’s res-

ignation of council member 

Hope Weeks, who qualified to 

run for mayor and had to re-

linquish her council seat to do 

so, only two members of the 

council are left — Shantwon 

Astin and Adam Ledbetter. 

(See other story for city elec-

tion updates.)

City attorney Thomas 

Mitchell told the small crowd 

of citizens that without a quo-

rum, the city can’t do business 

and that the meeting “fails for 

the lack of a quorum.”

If there is some kind of 

major emergency before the 

March election to fill two 

empty council seats, Mitch-

ell said the city would have 

to go back to court and seek 

a solution that would allow 

just two council members to 

vote. The town had previously 

gotten court clearance to hold 

votes with three members, but 

without a mayor following the 

resignation of Theresa Kener-

ly in December.

Saying there would like-

ly not be any meetings until 

April, mayor pro tem Ledbet-

ter joked that the next three 

months would be “a vacation 

for everyone.”

Ledbetter and Astin did take 

some comments and ques-

tions from citizens on Jan. 13, 

including a comment from 

planning and zoning board 

member Jan Gailey who ques-

tioned why Ledbetter had at-

tended the Jan. 10 meeting of 

the city’s planning and zoning 

board, saying that was im-

proper.

Ledbetter said he had nev-

er attended a planning board 

meeting before and wanted to 

see how it operates. Mitchell 

said it wasn’t improper for 

Ledbetter to attend the meet-

ing.

WORK AROUND  

FOR FINANCES

While the council may 

not be able to meet for a few 

months, it did anticipate the 

problem and last week, ad-

opted a tentative spending 

plan that will allow the town 

to function financially without 

an official council vote.

In a called meeting Jan. 

Hoschton council ‘on vacation’
Council meetings 

on hold until 

April as no 

quorum possible

The Hoschton City Council held a called meeting Jan. 9 to approve an updated 

spending policy that will allow the town to operate until April without council votes. 

Council member Hope Weeks (left) resigned her position the following day to run 

for mayor, leaving only two council members, Adam Ledbetter (center) and Shant-

won Astin (right). Two members aren’t a quorum so the council will likely not meet 

again until April.

See Hoschton, page 9A

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Jefferson mayor Steve 

Quinn wants to increase the 

city’s web and social media 

presence and recommends the 

hiring of a part-time employee 

to make that happen.

Quinn proposed the posi-

tion — which he termed a 

“citizen liaison to the council” 

— to the Jefferson City Coun-

cil at its Jan. 13 meeting. The 

position will be voted on Jan. 

27.

He proposes a 20-hour-per-

week, $20,000 a year position 

with no benefits. The employ-

ee would work remotely. The 

mayor, in a memo to the coun-

cil, said the employee would 

help city manager Priscilla 

Murphy “facilitate some of 

the needs of the council.”

One of the major duties 

would be disseminating city 

information through frequent 

updates of its webpage and 

through social media. Quinn 

said he would want a person 

proficient with social media to 

fill position.

“We, right now, don’t have 

a social media presence from 

city hall that we can put out 

and let citizens know what 

we’re doing,” he said.

Tasks would also include 

attending some county and 

non-profit events and report-

ing to the council.

“This position would be 

proactive about going out and 

talking to the non-profits, to 

the schools, the county, other 

cities about what events are 

going on and keep the council 

updated on current events so 

to speak,” Quinn said.

Quinn expressed concerns 

that the city’s webpage is 

rarely up-to-date, noting that 

it still displays information re-

garding Thanksgiving events. 

As for social media, the may-

or pointed to a younger demo-

graphic moving into Jefferson 

that would likely stay more 

abreast of city issues and 

events through that platform.

Councilman Steve Kinney 

asked if someone already 

within the city staff could per-

form these duties, but council-

man Mark Mobley was in fa-

vor of creating a new position. 

Mobley said his support of a 

new hire is not an indictment 

of the city staff, but rather a 

desire to not “drown” already 

busy city staffers with those 

responsibilities.

“To me, it makes sense to 

add another position,” Mobley 

said. “I don’t know if it’s 20 

hours a week, but it does make 

sense to add another position.”

Councilman Malcolm 

Gramley disagreed, saying 

he didn’t see any responsibil-

ities that couldn’t be handled 

in-house. He said the duties 

could be assigned to the city 

clerk. A new hire, Gramley 

said, “seems to me to be a 

waste of time and money.”

Murphy said she was un-

aware of the high priority and 

need for this position, noting 

that it wasn’t discussed during 

2020 budget meetings. She 

said she could assign these 

duties to city staff, saving that 

money to go toward an addi-

tional police officer, which she 

believed had been the coun-

cil’s priority.

Gramley asked Quinn if 

he’d involved Murphy with 

this, and the mayor said he 

had not. Quinn said he sought 

to expedite the process.

“I’ve been asking for six 

years for this stuff, and to tell 

you the truth, Malcolm, I’m 

tired of asking for it,” Quinn 

said. “If we want to get to 

brass tax, I’m tired of saying 

these things need to be done, 

and they’re not getting done 

… The first year of being 

mayor, I stepped back and I 

watched and learned and I lis-

tened. The second year, I tried 

to work with staff on getting 

things done.

“This year, things are going 

to get done. And if I’ve got to 

do it myself by bringing it to 

the council, that’s what I’m 

going to do.”

New councilman Clint 

Roberts said circulating infor-

mation via social media has its 

value. He said he did not want 

these responsibilities to be 

merely a side job for someone 

on the city’s staff.

“If there’s someone on the 

Mayor wants stronger communication through webpage, social media

See Jefferson, page 9A


