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Investigators have determined the fire 

at a Galilee Holiness Church metal barn 

was purposefully set.

“The fire marshal’s office has ruled it 

an arson,” said Madison County Sher-

iff’s Office Captain Jimmy Patton. “No 

suspects at this time. We have had some 

hay rolls in the area that have been set on 

fire also.”

No one was injured in the incident.

Firefighters responded at 9:05 p.m., 

July 29 to a blaze at Galilee Holiness 

Church at 989 Jot Em Down Road. An 

open-air metal butler building by the 

church was fully engulfed in flames. The 

building housed equipment including 

carpet, lumber, appliances, and a camp-

er and was owned by Galilee Holiness 

Church.

According to an incident report from 

Madison County Cpl. Christian Sisk, a 

church member reported that he observed 

a wood pallet under the church camper 

that was on fire and tried unsuccessfully 

to put it out. The church preacher, Larry 

Dyer, told Sisk that he didn’t remember a 

pallet being under the camper or building 

at any time.

“I observed spinning tire tracks in front 

of the building,” wrote Sisk. “The tracks 

appeared to have been an old track, but 

I could not confirm due to the amount 

of water the fire department had put on 

the ground. The state fire marshal was 

contacted and will be conducting further 

investigation.”

Poca, Danielsville, Hull and Shiloh 

volunteer fire departments responded to 

the blaze. County 911 director Brenan 

Baird said fire departments went to the 

church three times to put out hot spots 

that flared up and also had to respond 

to grass fires four times, because of hay 

bales that continued to smolder.

“The fire resulted in a heavy amount 

of damage and totaled the building,” said 

Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner 

John F. King. “Investigators also discov-

ered four additional outside arsons in the 

area that appeared to have been set within 

a one-hour window. If you have any 

information on the individual or individ-

uals responsible for this vehicle fire, I ask 

that you call my Fire Investigations Unit 

at 1- 800-282-5804.”

Rewards are offered of up to $10,000 

for information that leads to the arrest 

and conviction of the arsonist(s). Calls 

are taken 24 hours a day and callers can 

choose to remain anonymous. Commis-

sioner King’s Fire Investigations Unit is 

assisting the Madison County Sheriff’s 

Office and Poca Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment with this investigation.

Galilee Holiness Church fire ruled arson

A fire at this metal structure at Galilee Holiness Church on Jot Em Down Road was intentionally set.

Voters to make decision in local primaries

Governor signs HB857

New law bans the use of creosote as 
fuel source for generating electricity

MCHS alumni, teacher spotlight
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Plans for new DFCS 
facility fall through

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Plans for a new facili-

ty in Danielsville for the 

Department of Family and 

Children services appear to 

be over. 

John Scarborough, 

Chairman of the Madison 

County Board of Commis-

sioners, said Monday night 

that contract negotiations 

between the county and 

Municipal Development 

Services, the developer 

for the project, have fallen 

By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

County industrial authority (IDA) members agreed last week 

to proceed with a water line project with an estimated price tag 

of at least $1.1 million that will allow them to purchase more 

water from Franklin County and to utilize water from a well 

on Roger’s Mill Road. 

The IDA recently agreed to install a booster station on Irvin 

Kirk Road related to the project. 

IDA Director Frank Ginn said the Georgia Environmental 

Finance Authority (GEFA) loan agreement modification and 

scope modification will allow them to use remaining funds 

from from Georgia Renewable Power’s (GRP) $1 million 

escrow account and some GEFA loan funds to get more water 

and serve more people while also staying within the confines 

of the IDA’s budget. He said the project could add a potential 

of a million gallons per day to the county water system. 

Ginn said the IDA will need to decide on what size line to 

install and where that line will go. 

Also last week, the IDA agreed to continue to make its 

GEFA loan payments for the rest of the year. Due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, GEFA has offered deferral of payments 

with zero interest accrued for six months to help out local 

governments, Ginn said. The IDA decided to continue to make 

its payments to pay down the loan principal during this period.

IDA to install line 
to draw more water 
from Franklin County

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp signed HB857 into 

law Tuesday, outlawing the use of creosote-treated 

wood products as a fuel source for electricity 

generation. 

The bill was unanimously passed by the Geor-

gia legislature this year after a push by citizens’ 

groups in Madison and Franklin counties to pro-

tect them from the burning of creosote at Georgia 

Renewable Power (GRP) biomass plants in Col-

bert and Carnesville. 

GRP had not responded to a request for com-

ment as of press time. 

Members of the Madison County Clean Power 

Coalition (MCCPC) were on hand for the signing.

“Best day ever,” said MCCPC co-chair Gina 

Ward.

MCCPC co-chair Drago Tesanovich said the 

bill signing is a “near perfect example of the power 

of the people.”

“GRP, or anyone else, can no longer burn rail-

road crossties as fuel,” he said. “This bill will now 

protect all the citizens of Georgia from this danger-

ous practice. There are too many people to thank 

individually. So many people did so many things 

that contributed to the success of this bill. I’ll just 

say thanks to everyone who was part of the effort. 

We the people were successful and it feels great! 

Elections 2020

Georgia Governor Brian Kemp signs House Bill 857 into law Tuesday, outlaw-
ing the use of creosote-treated wood in electricity generation. Pictured (L-R) 
are Sen. John Wilkerson, Gerry Wilson, Gina Ward, Kemp, Drago Tesanovich, 
Ruth Ann Tesanovich and Rep. Alan Powell. Photo courtesy of Rep. Alan Powell
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house in Elbert Co.,Page 2A

Evictions 
return 
after halt

Runoff Tuesday

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

The temporary halt 

to evictions due to 

the pandemic is over. 

And Madison County 

Magistrate Judge David 

Patton reports 37 eviction 

cases filed with his office 

since a state eviction mor-

atorium was lifted June 15 

after being implemented 

March 14.

Patton said there are no 

winners in eviction situa-

tions, since landlords and 

renters depend on each 

other. 

Madison County voters 

will determine Tuesday 

who will serve as chairman 

of the county commission-

ers for the next four years. 

They’ll also make deci-

sions in party nominations 

in three other local races.

Early voting for the 

Aug. 11 runoffs contin-

ues through Friday at the 

Madison County Board of 

Elections and Registration 

office in Danielsville. 

According to Madison 

County elections board 

chairperson Tracy Dean, 

a total of 1,949 citizens 

had cast early ballots as of 

Tuesday, 847 at the elec-

tions office and 1,102 by 

absentee ballot.

Polls will be open at the 

county’s 12 locations from 

7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday.

Incumbent county com-

mission chairman John 

Scarborough and challeng-

er Todd Higdon are facing 

off for the BOC chairman’s 

seat. The winner of the pri-

mary will be sworn in for a 

four-year term in January, 

since there is no Demo-

cratic challenger on the 

November ballot. 

BOC discusses 
possible tax 
rollback Mon.

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County com-

missioners raised the coun-

ty property tax rate several 

years ago. Now, they’re 

talking about rolling it 

back slightly in 2020 to 

offset property value gains.

County commission 

chairman John Scarbor-

ough told commission-

ers Monday night that 

Madison County has an 

approximate seven-percent 

Election night results
The Madison County Journal 

will post election-night 

results at MadisonJournal-

TODAY.com
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