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Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

By Morgan Ervin

The Hoschton City Coun-

cil called a special meeting 

April 27 to reactivate its 

police department, activate 

a new Downtown Develop-

ment Authority and vote on 

several other items.

The council approved re-

activation of its police de-

partment, which was includ-

ed in the city’s 2021 budget 

to provide funds for one of-

ficer and one car beginning 

in the third quarter of 2021.

The city abolished its po-

lice department in 2010 due 

to funding problems, how-

ever the council determined 

a need to reactivate on a 

small scale due to the city’s 

anticipated growth coupled 

with the county sheriff’s 

office’s inability to provide 

the response times residents 

expect.

In addition to a consider-

able amount of documen-

tation to be filed with the 

state, the city must reinstate 

its municipal court, appoint 

judges and public defenders 

and set up probation.

The city aims to have the 

police department in opera-

tion by Aug. 1.

The council also deter-

mined a need for a Down-

town Development Author-

ity. The DDA will act to 

promote the city’s efforts to 

revitalize and redevelop the 

city’s central business dis-

trict by creating a business 

friendly climate open to 

new development, trade and 

commerce, officials said.

The designated DDA area 

is “pretty much what used 

to be the overlay district,” 

according to city admin-

istrator Gary Fesperman. 

The district will span from 

West Jackson Fire Station 

to Peachtree Road on Hwy. 

53.

The council is reviewing 

applications for DDA direc-

tors and will make appoint-

ments at its regular council 

meeting May 10.

In other business, the 

council:

�• heard a proposal from 

the Appalachian Region-

al Commission to build a 

500,000 gallon elevated 

water tank to better pro-

vide for the city’s rising 

water usage. The project 

will cost $1.5 million. The 

city has been approved for 

a $600,000 grant from the 

ARC to help fund the proj-

ect. The proposed funding 

for the remaining $900,000 

would come from local 

funds and connection fees. 

If approved by the council, 

this will be the third grant 

given to the city by ARC. A 

public hearing was held on 

the proposal and the council 

will vote on the measure at 

its regular meeting May 10.

�• approved an ordinance 

to allow for drive-thru win-

dows in a licensed retail 

dealer of distilled spirits 

and malt beverages.

�• amended agenda and 

approved motion to clarify 

the eight rezoning condi-

tions approved in its April 

19 meeting for property on 

Peachtree Road.

Hoschton to reactivate police department and establish DDA

Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

Braselton hosted its first cleanup day on Saturday, May 1. Volunteers checked 
in at the gazebo on the town green to pick up their coffee, donuts and supplies 
before dispersing to the five zones downtown. “This is a program that I’ve been 
wanting to do for a long time,” said Amy Pinnell (right). “I am really surprised 
and pleased with how many people responded to our call for help. We’ve got a 
great group of 30 folks out today. It’s fun to have some families out who wanted 
to get their kids involved to teach them about being responsible and helping out 
in your community.” Pinnell said that Keep Jackson County Beautiful donated 
water for volunteers and that Yyvett Wise of the Rivers Alive program was a great 
resource to the program as well as she gave them tips and let them borrow sup-

plies. A cleanup tally form was also given to groups to collect their cleanup data 
to submit to RiversAlive.org. 

Cleanup effort 

in Braselton

Peggy and Donna 
Cannella collected 
bags of trash to haul 
to the dumpster after 
a cleanup day held in 
downtown Braselton. 
See more photos on 
page 5.

The Town of Braselton 

will hold a community 

workshop on its devel-

opment code update on 

May 5 from 6-7:30 p.m.

This workshop will be 

held in the community 

room at 5040 Hwy. 53.

“Join us to learn more 

and share your input 

on housing types, open 

space, design controls 

and more,” town leaders 

said.

For more information, 

visit braseltondevelo 

pmentcodeupdate.com.

Braselton plans 

community 

workshop on 

development 

code update

A re-do election for the 

officers of the Jackson 

County Republican Party 

will be held Saturday, May 

8 at the La Quinta Inn in 

Braselton.

The 9th District GOP 

committee recently ruled 

the officers’ elections have 

to be redone due to irreg-

ularities when the county 

GOP held its county con-

vention on April 10. The 

GOP 

leadership 

re-vote to 

be held 

May 8

See GOP, page 2A

Health complications can occur any day 

of the year and at any time of the day.

Your grandchild sprains an ankle while 

playing in your backyard. Or you wake 

up in the night with an unusually high fe-

ver. Or maybe you or a loved one develop 

symptoms of a possible heart attack.

Chances are, you’ll head to the emer-

gency department, Urgent Care or make an 

appointment with your regular physician. 

But which location is right for your specif-

ic situation?

URGENT CARE

The Northeast Georgia Physicians Group 

Urgent Care clinic in Braselton is a good 

option for patients who have non-life 

threatening issues that could get worse in 

By Morgan Ervin

Confusion over an April 19 rezoning vote in 

Hoschton let to some pushback by members of 

the public at a meeting last week.

During a called meeting on April 27, the 

council added to its agenda a second vote on the 

conditions of an R-3 zoning for a small 20-acre 

subdivision on Peachtree Rd.

Nearby residents to the project had expected 

several conditions recommended by the town’s 

planning commission to be included in the 

council’s final vote on April 19. But those con-

ditions were not in the final vote, something the 

neighbors only discovered after the rezoning 

had been approved.

Adding to the confusion is the fact that the 

town’s planning commission was abolished by 

the city council after it made its recommenda-

tions in March.

Hoschton Council at 

odds with public on 

rezoning conditions

See Hoschton, page 2A

Broken arm or 

chest pain: 
Where do you go?

See NGMC, page 2A

Lisa Ellis has 

been promoted to 

the position of in-

terim principal at 

Gum Springs El-

ementary School.

Ellis replaces 

Todd Graichen 

who had served 

as principal for 

the past three 

years.

Ellis has 

worked in the 

Jackson County 

School System 

for 18 years, pre-

viously serving as assistant principal at 

North Jackson Elementary School and East 

Jackson Elementary School.

Ellis named 

interim principal 

at Gum Springs

LISA ELLIS

Braselton’s four-county area 

still lags behind the state in the 

percentage of residents who’ve 

received the COVID-19 vacci-

nation.

Across the state, 3.63 million 

residents have received at least 

one dose, or 35% of the popula-

tion, while 2.72 million (or 26%) 

are fully vaccinated.

Gwinnett County has the high-

est vaccine rate in the Braselton 

area, but falls just short of the 

state average with 34% of its res-

idents having at least one dose 

and 24% being fully vaccinated.

Hall and Jackson counties 

have the same average with 27% 

Braselton area counties still 

below state average in vaccines

The number of COVID-19 

patients at Northeast Georgia 

Health System remained low 

over the past two weeks.

As of May 3, the hospital sys-

tem was treating 36 COVID pa-

tients with 12 of those at North-

east Georgia Medical Center 

Braselton.

Those numbers are down from 

the week prior (April 26) when 

there were 50 COVID patients 

at NGHS with 20 of those at 

NGMC Braselton.

COVID cases remain low at NGHS

See Vaccine, page 2A

See COVID, page 2A


