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By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

A new commercial de-

velopment, likely with a 

grocery store and several 

restaurants, was approved 

Dec. 16 by the Jefferson 

City Council.

The project will include 

both corners on the east side 

of the Jefferson bypass at 

the intersection of Old Pen-

dergrass Rd. The site was 

at one time considered for 

a Walmart. The council ap-

proved a package of rezon-

ings and variances to make 

the project possible. The de-

velopment is being done by 

Capstone Property Group of 

Gainesville.

A tentative plan for the 

development calls for a 

47,000 sq. ft. anchor store, 

11,200 sq. ft. of shops at-

tached to the store, two 

sites for freestanding retail 

stores and three out-parcel 

sites for restaurants. The to-

tal land involved is around         

21 acres.

The development was 

opposed by some area res-

idents who said traffic on 

Old Pendergrass Rd., which 

feeds into the Jefferson City 

School System, would be-

come much worse. Coun-

cilman Jon Howell voted 

against the rezonings while 

Mayor Steve Quinn voiced 

opposition, but only votes 

to break ties on the council.

Howell and Quinn said 

they wanted the developers 

to build an access road 

through other undeveloped 

property north to Holder 

Siding Rd. to provide ac-

cess and to not have access 

to the development off of 

Old Pendergrass Rd. Quinn 

hinted that the city might 

be willing to pay part of the 

cost of such an access road, 

which would eventually 

serve other development in 

the area.

The Harold S. Swindle Public Library in Nicholson held its annual Yuletide Magic Event on 
Dec. 10. Pictured here is John Michael Carithers having a discussion about gifts with Mrs. 
Claus.

TALKING WITH MRS. CLAUS AT NICHOLSON LIBRARY

Yuletide Magic
Some older property taxpayers 

could get a break if local voters 

approve making a change in the 

local school homestead tax pro-

visions during the March elec-

tions.

In addition to the presidential 

preference primary being held 

on March 24, 2020, voters in all 

three school districts in Jackson 

County will vote on whether or 

not to raise the income provisions 

to qualify for a school homestead 

tax break.

Currently, property taxpayers 

age 62 and older can qualify for 

a school homestead tax break if 

they have less than $18,000 per 

year of earned income (which 

excludes retirement income.) 

The election in March proposes 

School tax 

break to be 

on March 

ballot

The “mass grading” for the SK 

Battery America site is complet-

ed, the Jackson County Industri-

al Development Authority heard 

Friday, Dec. 6.

Simpson Trucking and Grad-

ing from Gainesville has “sub-

stantially completed” its contract 

Kyle Bowen, engineer with De-

velopment, Planning and Engi-

neering, said Monday. The coun-

ty IDA hired DPE to oversee the 

Most 

grading for 

first phase 

of SK site 

complete

See SK , page 2A

See Tax, page 2A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Two embattled Hoschton 

leaders are out of office 

following months of con-

troversy in the small West 

Jackson town.

Mayor Pro Tem Jim 

Cleveland resigned last 

week, just days before 

Mayor Theresa Kenerly 

tendered her resignation. 

The Hoschton City Council 

held two special meetings 

on Dec. 11 and Dec. 14, 

accepting their resignations 

and to call for a March 24 

election to fill the vacated 

seats.

The resignations leave 

in a three-member council, 

which cannot operate un-

der the city’s charter. That 

forced the council to pursue 

a court decision to allow its 

continued functioning un-

til the two vacant seats are 

filled.

Meanwhile, the council 

also voted to fire its cur-

rent city administrator Dale 

Hall for cause instead of 

accepting his resignation. 

That move — on top of 

the two city council resig-

nations — leaves the town 

with essentially no experi-

enced executive leadership 

in city hall.

Shake-up in Hoschton
Mayor, councilman and city administrator gone

Only three members of the Hoschton City Council were present at its Dec. 11 
called meeting. Council member Jim Cleveland resigned, Mayor Theresa Ken-
erly was absent, as was city administrator Dale Hall. Only council members 
Shantwon Astin (left), Hope Weeks (center) and Adam Ledbetter (right) were 
present, along with city attorney Thomas Mitchell (center left). Ledbetter was 
named mayor pro tem at the meeting to replace Cleveland in that position.

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

The Commerce City Council 

agree to annex agriculture land 

into the city and zone it for indus-

trial use, but also delayed issuing 

a building permit for the property 

for 90 days.

It also tabled a study of em-

ployee pay that would provide 

pay raises for a majority of city 

employees.

Council approved seven other 

items in a quick council meeting 

Dec. 11. The council had two full 

pages of items, but met for less 

than 30 minutes.

The salary study was done by 

Evergreen Solutions and calls 

for raises that total more than 

$77,000. Mayor Clark Hill called 

for the item to be tabled, saying 

some things still need to be ex-

plained to employees.

City manager James Wascher 

met individually with all city 

employees the week of Dec. 2. 

He said earlier that about 70 city 

employees would see raises if the 

recommendations are accepted.

The study was done this sum-

mer and was provided to the city 

in October.

Wascher said the raises could 

be provided within the current 

budget. He said the city budgeted 

more than is need for health in-

surance costs and that could cover 

the raises.

ZONING ITEMS

The only item that drew dis-

cussion was a request from James 

Bouchard for about 97 acres. 

Some of the land fronts on Lords 

Mill Rd. The land was annexed 

and re-zoned to M-1 industrial, 

Commerce 

council 

annexes 

industrial 

property

See Hoschton, page 2A

See Commerce, page 2A

Jefferson OKs commercial development

Jefferson council member Jon Howell is shown 
here at the council’s Dec. 16 meeting. Howell vot-
ed in opposition to a controversial development on 
Old Pendergrass Rd. that the council approved. See Jefferson, page 2A


