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Madison County Prom, 2021

Wyatt Herndon, Kailey Avera, Ethan Brantley and Shelby Thomas share some laughs on the dance floor Saturday at The Gables at C+D 
Farms in Colbert during the Madison County High School 2021 Prom. Photo by Zach Mitcham

‘MAP’: School board talks about 
alternative assessment program

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County school officials are paying 

attention to Measures of Academic Progress 

(MAP) and how other school systems are using 

the assessments. 

“Our principals have asked us to look at that 

again,” county assistant school superintendent 

Jody Goodroe told school board members April 

13.

Superintendent Michael Williams said MAP 

is an assessment “that is being piloted through-

out the state and being used by other districts.” 

“MAP is an assessment that would be given 

throughout the year instead of a one-time 

Georgia Milestone at the end of the year,” said 

Williams. “And so it would be less high stakes, 

less pressure as the year goes along. You’re 

assessing with MAP instead of that one-time 

shot at the end of the year.”

He said such assessments are less of a burden 

on students.

“None of us want to sit still and do an assess-

ment for two or two-and-a-half hours, kids 

either,” said Williams. “So these are shorter 

assessments.” 

School board chairman Robert Hooper said 

he would prefer assessments when material is 

fresher on students’ minds than at the end of 

the year. 

“I’ve forever thought that waiting until the end 

of the year, that’s too long,” he said. 

Goodroe said that MAP is not like typical 

tests. The computer assessments are used to 

determine areas of need for each student.

“They’re computer adapted to where you are,” 

said Goodroe. “And that helps hone in on the 

skills the kid needs versus I’m going to give you 

a test that covers all of this and if you only know 

this portion, then you took a two-and-a-half or 

three-hour test that you only knew this part. 

How you answer question one determines what 

you get for question two. That really helps hone 

in on where the kid is and what the kid needs.” 

The school board took no action on MAP and 

is only discussing the possibility of using the 

program. Williams and Goodroe both said they 

don’t want to “over-assess” students and load 

them down with too much.

“A lot of systems in the state use MAP already 

and that is something we started reviewing last 

year,” said Williams. “And I don’t know if Georgia 

Milestones will ever go away, but I think if it does, 

MAP will replace it, or something very similar.”

In a related matter, Georgia Milestones started 

this week for elementary schools, with middle 

school testing starting April 28.

IN-PERSON LEARNING

In a separate matter, Goodroe praised the school 

board for keeping students in-person as much as 

possible this school year. 

“We’ve made it through a year,” said Goodroe. 

“Thank you to y’all. Our kids need to be face to 

face. Our data shows it. Our teachers do an amaz-

ing job with our kids, and we wouldn’t have been 

able without y’all.”

Goodroe said that assessment data shows that 

students who have been out for extended periods 

typically take a couple of months to get back on 

track academically.

“What we have been seeing is that once they get 

back with our teachers, it takes about six-to-eight 

weeks and then we see their data bounce back,” 

he said. “So we’re seeing that kids are really 

resilient and that teachers are really resilient. But 

that’s going to be an ongoing thing as we move 

forward.”

The county school system is receiving $8.8 

million in federal coronavirus relief funds, and 

20 percent of that funding must be allocated 

toward learning loss from the pandemic. So, more 

options for Madison County students who have 

fallen behind will be available. The school system 

is also considering other ways to spend the federal 

funds, with help toward a county broadband inter-

net system raised by Williams as a possibility.

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS

In other matters, Williams said the school board 

will start back with its special recognitions during 

its June and July meetings. The recognition por-

tion of the meetings was suspended for the past 

year due to covid. 

“We’ve had some really great accomplishments 

this year, and we’ve gone without special recog-

nition of our students, and I’d like to start back 

doing that if things continue on the trend we’re 

on,” he said. 

FUNDS FROM THE STATE

Williams said the school system has not got-

ten its official allotment from the state yet on 
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About those eyesores
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Dumpers beware. Local officials are planning 

to crack down on solid-waste violators. 

Madison County has a new code enforce-

ment officer, Christopher Roach, and the coun-

ty plans to discuss a nuisance abatement ordi-

nance at its next meeting on May 3. Higdon 

urged citizens to look at the county website 

madisoncountyga.us under the “Quick Links” 

at the “Madison County Code of Ordinances.”  

“I encourage everyone to get familiar with 

Chapter 54 of the Solid Waste Ordinance,” said 

Higdon. “Our code enforcement officer’s first 

priority will be to concentrate on violations of 

the Solid Waste Ordinance. I’m trying to give 

a heads up to everybody. If you feel like you’re 

in violation in any way, and you feel like he’s 

going to come a knockin’, please read that 

ordinance and understand it well.”

Higdon also talked about the trash on county 

roads, reporting that inmate work detail crews 

picked up 8,800 lbs. of roadside litter and 

20,120 lbs. of trash at various illegal dump 

sites. 

“Twenty-nine thousand pounds of trash was 

picked up on our roads in 2020,” said Higdon. 

These tires were dumped on the side of a 
Madison County road earlier this year.

Code enforcement office to crack down on violators

See “Solid waste” on 2A

GRP 
noise

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

The noise from Georgia 

Renewable Power (GRP) 

plant disturbs a number of 

Colbert neighbors, and a 

local citizens group contin-

ues to push for a remedy. 

Meanwhile, GRP says it 

has installed noise-mitiga-

tion measures during its cur-

rent shutdown.  

“The plant has been in an 

11-day outage coordinated 

with Georgia Power’s line 

outage,” said GRP Executive 

Vice President Carey Davis 

Tuesday morning. “The 

stack silencer was installed 

in the outage. We are test-

ing next weekend to see if 

the supplier meets the guar-

antees from our agreement 

with them. From initial plant 

personnel’s comments, they 

believe it was achieved.”

Whether the noise issue 

will remain for neighbors 

remains to be seen. But 

the Madison County Clean 

Power Coalition (MCCPC) 

has been pushing to make it 

clear there is a noise prob-

lem. The group recently con-

ducted a survey of residents 

around the facility. And the 

organization held a press 

conference via Zoom Mon-

day to release its findings.

MCCPC received a total 

of 165 responses, with 159 

from those within a five-mile 

radius of the plant. Of those 

responses, 93 (55.4 per-

cent) said they are “incred-

ibly bothered on a frequent 

More talk at 
the BOC table; 

company installs 
stack silencer


