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School start to look more normal this year
By Alex Buffington

last July and easy public
access to vaccines —
will look different.
This time last
The Jackson Counyear, local school
ty Board of Education
districts were disdiscussed the upcomcussing mask reing school year during
quirements, virtual
its July 12 work seslearning options and
possible delays in HOWARD sion.
“We’re really excitstarting the school
year. This school year — ed to actually start a school
with COVID-19 numbers a year,” said Todd Nickelsen,
fraction of what they were assistant superintendent for
alex@mainstreetnews.com

human resources and student
support services.
The Center for Disease Control released new
COVID-19 guidance for
K-12 schools on Friday, July
9, and district leadership will
be meeting this week with
principals to discuss the upcoming school year.
“Generally
speaking,
we’re still going to use caution, but we’re going to go

back to school as much as
normal,” said Jackson County School System superintendent April Howard.
Children under the age of
12 aren’t yet eligible to get
vaccinated and Howard said
they will be discussing possible mitigation strategies with
elementary principals.
“We will be talking with
our elementary principals
about visitors and how we

want to manage potential
mitigation strategies,” she
said. “…But generally speaking, while being safe, we’re
going to return to as normal
of a process as possible.”
Enrollment up
County students will return to the hallways for the
first day of school on July 30.
Enrollment is already up by
almost 200 students.
“We’re already up over

200 folks and it’s just climbing,” said Nickelsen.
As of July 9, the district
had 8,902 students enrolled
in its schools, up from 8,711
at the end of 2020-21.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
Other items discussed
during the BOE work session
included:
•the new Jackson CounSee BOE, page 12A

Thousands of
birthday wishes
Local mom’s online request for
daughter’s birthday goes viral
By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

A Hoschton girl is celebrating her birthday with thousands of people across the
world.
Jordan Little, who turns
9 years old this month, has
received countless birthday
cards and gifts after her mom,
Jessica, posted a TikTok video
that went viral.
In the viral video, Jessica
asked viewers to send in birthday cards for Jordan. The response was overwhelming.
“We’ve opened roughly
2,000 packages,” said Jessica.
“…We’re thinking we have

around 12,000 cards to open.
We’ve maybe opened 1,500
so far.”
By Monday afternoon, July
12, the family estimated they’d
received 20,000 cards.
VIRAL VIDEO
Jordan has always loved
checking the mail and likes to
look through the different letters delivered to their family.
Her mom recalls her saying,
“one day, someone’s going to
send me something.”
Jessica decided to record a
video of Jordan checking the
mail one day, then she posted
See Birthday, page 6A
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Construction of the $6.28 million Braselton Civic Center, located on Davis St., is expected to conclude
in either November or December.

Civic center slated
for Nov.-Dec. finish
By Ben Munro
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Jordan Little, a Hoschton resident, received thousands of cards and gifts from across the world for
her birthday after a TikTok video went viral. Her mom,
Jessica, had posted a video asking for surprise
birthday letters. Jessica, Jordan and Brandon Little
moved to Hoschton last year from Arizona.

MAILING LABEL

The addition of a multi-million dollar civic center is expected to have a significant
impact on downtown Braselton, but the completion of
the venue will come a little
later than anticipated.
The building, located on
Davis St., will likely be finalized in late fall now, according to Braselton town manager Jennifer Scott.
“We’re seeing a slow down
in some construction materi-

BRASELTON CIVIC CENTER
•Cost: $6.28 million
•Size: 40,000 square feet
(approximately)
•Projected completion:
November or early December

als, sheet rock specifically,”
Scott explained. “So we’re
probably looking at November, maybe early December
now.”
The original timeline had
called for the facility to be
completed this month, but the

effects of the COVID pandemic slowed the $6.28 million building’s progress. The
company contracted for the
pre-engineered steel building
was forced to shut down for
an extended period, causing a
three-month delay.
Scott estimates that “budget-wise” the facility —
whose frame is up, along
with much of the exterior —
is one-third complete.
Nevertheless, planning for
the facility continues in advance of the building’s com-

Future of old Braselton
jail building considered
By Ben Munro
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Braselton downtown leaders are
considering how — if possible — to
utilize a tiny but historic space.
A committee has formed to discuss
potential options for a small, two-cell
jail building that served the 105-yearold town during its early years.
An assessment of the structure is
being planned, according to Downtown director Amy Pinnell. Pinnell
told the Braselton Downtown Development Authority (DDA) Thursday
(July 8) that the integrity of the building must be determined before considering potential uses.
“Right now, we’re just kind of waiting for that assessment to figure that
out,” she said. “But the committee
has talked about a couple of different
ideas.”
Town manager Jennifer Scott said
the small building is actually listed as
a historic structure. She wasn’t certain
of the building’s age, but said it could
date back 100 years.
“The whole thing needs a whole
lot of work, but it is a contributing

pletion. Scott is searching for
a civic center director and is
nearing the end of the interview process for the job. She
hopes to fill the position within two weeks.
No events have been
booked in advance at the
venue because rates have not
been set. Scott first wants input from the director before
moving forward with those
prices.
“I’m just telling them we’re
See Civic Center, page 6A

Hoschton to host
twice-monthly
farmers market
By Ben Munro
ben@mainstreetnews.com
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This small structure, located
behind Blake’s of Braselton
between Davis and Frances
streets, served as a jail during
Braselton’s early years. It was
originally located beside the
town’s old cotton gin.
building on the national register,”
Scott said. “So we’ll have to be very
careful.”
The building was originally located
the near the town’s old cotton gin. But
was it moved a few years ago during
the renovation of the mill into the Braselton Brewing Company building.
See Jail, page 3A

Hoschton is now in the farmers market
business.
The city’s downtown development authority (DDA) voted Monday (July 12) to
host a twice-monthly farmers market on
Thursdays from 3-6 p.m.
at the Hoschton depot. COMING UP
The first event is slated for •Hoschton
Aug. 12.
Farmers
The farmers markets Market, Aug.
will be held on the sec- 12, 3-6 p.m.,
ond and fourth Thursdays Hoschton
of each month, except for depot
December when only one
event will be held.
The market, headed up by DDA member
Tracey Carden, will run through Dec. 9.
The DDA plans to charge vendors $10
per event. It also approved a logo for the
market.
In other business, the DDA:
•swore in new member Anita Boyd.
•heard from chairman Sri Kumar that the
See DDA, page 6A

