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By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

The impeachment inqui-

ry into President Donald 

Trump went public this 

week as several key wit-

nesses will appear before 

a House committee — and 

television cameras — to 

testify out in the open. And 

one of the key players in the 

impeachment drama play-

ing out in Washington D.C., 

told a crowd in Jefferson last 

week that while the coming 

weeks would be difficult, 

the Republican Party would 

“get through it.”

“This is going to be a tur-

bulent time over the next 

few weeks,” Rep. Doug 

Collins (9th District Ga.) 

told a meeting of the Jack-

son County Republican Par-

ty faithful on Nov. 9. “We 

will get through it and we’ll 

move forward.”

Why it matters: Collins 

is the ranking member (top 

Republican) on the House 

Judiciary Committee and 

one of President Trump’s 

most vocal defenders. If ar-

ticles of impeachment are 

drawn, those would come 

out of the Judiciary Com-

mittee. In that process, 

Collins will be the leading 

voice on the Judiciary Com-

mittee attempting to derail, 

or weaken, the articles of 

impeachment and to defend 

President Trump in the court 

of public opinion.

Collins told the Jackson 

County crowd of about 75 

people that because of his 

strong voice on the Judi-

ciary Committee during 

the past Mueller Investiga-

tion, the current move to 

impeach the president was 

yanked out of his committee 

and put into the intelligence 

committee to investigate.

“If you don’t believe that 

we won (on Mueller) and 

that my committee took on 

Jerry Nadler (the Demo-

cratic chairman of the Ju-

diciary Committee) and the 

whole thing and won, look 

what happened in the last 

month when it came time to 

try something else — they 

completely took it out of 

my committee. They didn’t 

want Doug Collins any-

more. They had enough of 

that.”

(Collins is also a lead-

ing candidate to replace 

Sen. Johnny Isakson who 

is retiring at the end of the 

year. Gov. Brian Kemp has 

not indicated who he will 

name to replace Isakson, but 

Rep. Collins says coming weeks will be ‘turbulent’
Local congressman 

will be key player 

in impeachment 

proceedings

Rep. Doug Collins spoke 
to the Jackson Coun-
ty Republican Party on 
Nov. 9. Collins will be a 
key player in the upcom-
ing Congressional im-
peachment hearings.See Collins, page 9A

Two new Hoschton City Council 

members were slated to be sworn in 

on Nov. 12 (past the newspaper’s print 

deadline).

Shantwon Astin and Adam Ledbetter 

won the city’s Nov. 5 at-large election to 

fill two council seats. Both attended the 

council’s work session meeting on Nov. 

7.

Council member Susan Powers did 

not run for re-election and Astin and 

Ledbetter got more votes than incum-

bent Mindi Kiewert.

Their election comes amid an ongo-

ing effort by citizens to recall two other 

council members, Mayor Theresa Ken-

erly and mayor pro tem Jim Cleveland.

KIEWERT ADVISES RESPECT

Both Powers and Kiewert were recog-

nized at the council’s Nov. 7 meeting for 

their service to the city.

In her remarks to the council and as-

sembled group of citizens, Kiewert con-

gratulated Astin and Ledbetter on their 

election and said she hoped their elec-

tion would help heal the city.

“I hope that there is healing in our 

community,” she said. “I hope that we 

can get behind, beside, over — whatever 

you want to call it — everything that we 

have been through.”

Although Kiewert was not directly 

involved in the recall controversy in-

volving Kenerly and Cleveland, she 

nevertheless came under intense public 

criticism for not speaking out against the 

two during the recall effort.

She asked citizens to be respectful of 

Ledbetter and Astin, along with the oth-

er council members.

“They’re only human and everything 

that you say at them, they have to take 

home with them,” she said. “And they 

have to sleep at night knowing the words 

that you have hit them with. So please be 

respectful of them.”

With that, Kiewert exited the meeting, 

Hoschton 

to swear-in 

new council 

members

See Hoschton, page 9A

Honoring veterans

Photos by Angela Gary

Col. Ted Studdard, USMC, retired, is shown speaking at East Jackson Middle School 
on Friday, Nov. 8. The Veterans Day program also featured musical selections from the 
University of North Georgia Patriot Choir, including a joint performance with the sev-
enth grade choir. Veterans Day programs were held at schools throughout the county 
during the past week. See story and additional photos on page 1C.

EAST JACKSON CELEBRATES VETERANS

The AFJROTC 
presented the 
colors at the 
Veterans Day 
program Monday, 
Nov. 11, morning 
at Jefferson High 
School. Veterans 
were recognized 
at the program, 
including World 
War II veterans 
Jack Duke, who is 
related to Jef-
ferson fire chief 
Mark Duke. The 
program also 
included Brooks 
Benton singing 
the National An-
them.

PRESENTING 

COLORS  

AT JHS

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

Commerce students will start 

school early in 2020, just as they 

did this year.

The Commerce Board of Edu-

cation approved a calendar Nov. 

11.

Superintendent Joy Tolbert 

said the system asked people 

to select one of two options for 

2020. She said 68 percent select-

ed option 1. The largest group of 

responders were parents and le-

gal guardians.

The first day of school for the 

Commerce 

BOE stays with 

early school 

start for year

By Charles Phelps
charles@mainstreetnews.com

The renovations at Arcade City 

Park are almost complete.

The original end date for ren-

ovations was set for Nov. 15, but 

due to weather issues, the date 

has been moved back. No defi-

nite date was announced.

Mayor Doug Haynie said 

the park is 85 percent done. He 

stopped by the park Monday 

afternoon to see how work was 

coming along.

“It looks good, it really looks 

good,” Haynie said.

Haynie said the structure is 

up, the rock wall is being placed 

around the park pad, water foun-

tains still need to be placed, work 

near the ball fields is still being 

Arcade park 

renovations 

nearing 

completion

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

Less homework, more 

courses designed to develop 

day-to-day “life skills” and 

more training on meeting 

the emotional needs of stu-

dents could become a new 

focus within the Jackson 

County School System.

In looking over tentative 

ideas to update the system’s 

five-year plan at its Nov. 7 

meeting, the Jackson Coun-

ty Board of Education ap-

peared to support a move 

to lessen the homework 

burden on high school stu-

dents, perhaps by changing 

the course structure in the 

system’s two high schools. 

In addition, the board is 

looking at other changes to 

broaden the system’s focus 

beyond traditional academic 

memes.

Why it matters: School 

surveys indicate that a lot of 

students feel a high level of 

stress, administrators said at 

the BOE meeting. Superin-

tendent April Howard said 

the system is looking at a 

different class schedule that 

would be more flexible and 

that the system had consid-

ered a two-week moratori-

um on homework.

Although no action was 

taken, board members 

seemed to agree with the 

general idea to include more 

“real life” learning in the 

system’s curriculum.

“There’s more to school 

than tests,” said board mem-

ber Michael Cronic.

What’s Next: Among the 

ideas being discussed in the 

system to broaden students’ 

Less homework on tap?

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

The Jackson County 

Board of Education and the 

Jackson County Board of 

Commissioners are taking 

action to work more close-

ly together on their mutual 

interest in the community.

The BOC and BOE re-

cently held a joint two-day 

meeting at the University 

of Georgia to discuss how 

they could increase their 

cooperation and communi-

cation. A draft summary of 

the retreat was briefly dis-

cussed at the BOE’s Nov. 7 

meeting.

The outcome: Five 

broad goals came out of the 

meeting, according to the 

summary. Top of the list 

was more joint planning 

about the location of future 

schools and joint involve-

ment in the comprehensive 

planning process. Other 

goals include working to-

gether with the school sys-

tem’s college and career 

academy, perhaps through 

the chamber of commerce; 

road improvements and 

traffic impacts of new 

school locations; increased 

cooperation on the joint 

use of school and county 

athletic facilities; and to 

highlight the two group’s 

efforts in joint leadership.

Why it matters: Al-

though the two boards have 

worked together in the past 

on sharing athletic facili-

ties, this effort is an attempt 

to take that relationship to 

the next level. Especially 

critical will be the school 

system’s input on county 

growth issues. Residential 

growth has a huge impact 

on the school system’s fa-

cility needs while indus-

trial growth impacts the 

school system’s financial 

needs.

What’s next: The two 

groups are tentatively 

slated to meet again in 

March. Among the goals 

is for superintendent April 

Howard and county man-

ager Kevin Poe to meet on 

a monthly basis to share 

information.

BOC, BOE looking to 

increase cooperation

See Commerce, page 9A

See Arcade, page 9A

See Homework, page 9A


