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A meeting of Jackson County’s key 

public agencies could be held in the com-

ing weeks to discuss preliminary plan-

ning for a potential pandemic involving 

the Cornavirus known as COVID-19.

Jackson County Emergency Manage-

ment Agency director Bryan Bullock 

said that he is trying to set up a meeting 

with representatives of Piedmont Ath-

ens Regional Medical Center and local 

emergency officials (fire, EMS, police, 

sheriff, schools, hospitals, county and 

city officials) to discuss the impact the 

virus might have on the community.

Piedmont Athens Regional hosts the 

regional healthcare coalition of which 

Jackson County is a member and would 

be one of the key players in the event of 

a viral pandemic.

Meanwhile, a conference call with 

CDC officials and area medical person-

nel is slated for Thursday, March 5 to 

discuss Coronavirus response planning.

A SPREADING CONCERN

Although only two known cases of 

the virus have been detected in Georgia 

as of this writing, the COVID-19 virus 

has slowly been working its way across 

the country. Cases are now confirmed 

in Washington state, California, Texas, 

Chicago, New York, Georgia, Florida 

and Rhode Island and six deaths were 

recorded as of March 4 in the U.S.

Some medical officials have predicted 

that it will only be a matter of time before 

the virus makes it way throughout the 

nation, and world, given its highly-con-

tagious profile. While many of those af-

fected by the virus have only mild cases, 

the estimated death rate of 1-3 percent is 

high compared to the death rate for the 

regular flu, which kills thousands of peo-

ple each year.

LOCAL PLANNING

If the virus does become a pandemic, 

what would the local response look like?

Every county in Georgia has an emer-

gency operations plan which broadly 

outlines the response to various types of 

emergencies, from storm damage to ter-

rorism to medical emergencies.

Under that plan, if there were a wide-

spread virus emergency, this is how the 

response would broadly be structured:

• The chairman of the Jackson Coun-

ty Board of Commissioners, Tom Crow, 

and the mayors from all nine local towns 

would form a committee that would 

oversee the community’s response. That 

group would be responsible for declaring 

local emergencies, providing funding 

and manpower to meet the needs created 

by the virus and managing the financial 

aspects of an emergency response.

• If the virus became a pandemic with 

a high rate of infection and/or deaths, the 

county’s EMA under director Bullock 

would set up a command center out of 

the Fire Training Center on Fowler Dr. 

From here, the county would manage its 

response depending on the impact the vi-

rus was having.

• Piedmont Athens Regional would be 

the focus of coordinating the medical 

response through the Jackson County 

Health Department, EMS and other local 

medical facilities.

• If mass care is needed in shelters, the 

local Department of Family and Chil-

dren Services would be the lead agen-

cy to coordinate that response. The Red 

Cross would operate local shelters, as-

sisted by the county’s three school sys-

tems where some of the shelters would 

be located. (Shelters are generally in 

schools, churches and civic centers that 

have space and facilities to accommo-

date large crowds.)

• In addition to shelters, area points of 

distribution could also be set up to dis-

tribute supplies, medicine and food if 

needed.

• If transportation of people is need-

ed, school buses from the county’s three 

school systems would be used to move 

support personnel, patients or others.

• Local law enforcement agencies 

would provide security at shelters and 

other locations where needed.

• Other local emergency personnel, 

such as firemen, would likely provide as-

sistance and support. Those with medical 

training would be especially valuable.

No virus here yet, but EMA gearing up

The use of a facemask by Red Cross 
personnel in the United States helps 
decrease the spread of the disease, 
circa 1918.

Early voting opened Monday, March 2, for the 

March 24 election.

Voters can cast their ballots in the Presidential Pref-

erence Primary for both parties and a tax break ques-

tion for senior citizens in Jackson County, Jefferson 

and Commerce.

The City of Hoschton is also holding a special elec-

tion to fill an unexpired city council and mayor seat.

Shannon Sell and Hope Weeks are facing off in the 

race for mayor. James Lawson and Raphael Mayberry 

are seeking the empty city council seat (see related 

stories for more details).

Early voting is being held at the county elections 

office at 441 Gordon St., Jefferson, on the following 

dates:

• March 2-6 from 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

• March 7 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

• March 9-13 from 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

• March 14 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

• March 16-20 from 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Satellites will also be open in Braselton (Police 

and Municipal Court Building, 5040 Hwy. 53) from 

March 16-20 from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. and in Commerce 

(Parks and Rec Building, 204 Carson St.) from March 

16-20 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

On Election Day, March 24, voters will cast their 

ballots at their county polling location. Polling sites 

include:

• Central Jackson — Hope Crossings Church in Jef-

ferson

• North Jackson — Mt. Olive Church in Commerce

• South Jackson — The Church at Southside

• West Jackson — Braselton Historic Gym in Bra-

selton

Absentee by mail ballots are available upon request. 

The request form can be mailed, faxed to 706-367-

1193, or emailed to jelogan@jacksoncountygov.com.

Early voting under way

A Jefferson woman was recently 

killed and a man critically injured in 

an apparent murder-suicide attempt.

Stephanie Wade Ellis, 40, of Jef-

ferson, died from injuries sustained 

in the Feb. 27 incident. Ronald Ellis 

was taken to the hospital with critical 

injuries.

According to the Jackson County 

Sheriff’s Office, deputies were called 

to 28 Preakness Trail, Jefferson, 

around 9:50 p.m. on Feb. 27.

“The caller advised that a male in 

the home had shot her mother and 

then shot himself,” according to a 

news release.

Jackson County EMS transport-

ed the man and woman to Northeast 

Georgia Medical Center Gainesville.

S. Ellis later died from her injuries.

The Jackson County Criminal In-

vestigations Division and The Geor-

gia Bureau of Investigations Crime 

Scene Unit were called and respond-

ed to investigate the shooting and 

crime scene. The investigation is still 

active.

Jefferson woman killed in apparent murder-suicide attempt

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

A proposed 700-acre 

development on Chandler 

Bridge Rd. in South Jackson 

would be a unique “agri-

hood” community, develop-

ers told a crowd of about 70 

people last week.

But the project was met 

with skepticism by many 

in the crowd. Among other 

concerns, the group aired 

concerns about the impact 

on traffic in the area and the 

potential that the develop-

ment could open the door to 

further residential growth in 

the traditionally rural South 

Jackson area.

The project is sched-

uled to have its first public 

hearing in March with a re-

quest for a map amendment 

change before the Jackson 

County Planning Commis-

sion.

AN AGRIHOOD

The project, tentatively 

called Cullison Field and 

Farm Community, is being 

spearheaded by Ilk Alliance 

out of Charleston, S.C. The 

project’s concept calls for it 

to be an “agrihood commu-

nity,” a new trend in devel-

opments that incorporates a 

blend of farming, farm-to-

table food and recreation.

If developed, the South 

Jackson project would be 

one of the few agrihood 

communities in the state. 

A similar agrihood project 

called “serenbe” has been 

developed just west of At-

lanta near Newnan. Several 

other similar projects have 

been done across the nation, 

mostly in Western states.

While exact details ha-

ven’t been worked out, a 

concept plan shown at last 

week’s community meet-

ing held at Center Baptist 

Church calls for cluster-

ing around homes into 

high-density pods and leav-

ing a significant amount of 

the 718 acres in greenspace 

for agriculture and conser-

vation. The plan calls for 

a 25-acre working farm, 

neighborhood community 

gardens, recreation facili-

ties, including an existing 

12-acre lake, hiking trails 

and other amenities.

Peter Pollak, founder of 

Ilk Alliance, told the crowd 

that the project would 

have around 60 percent 

greenspace. He said that 

SJ project would be first local ‘agrihood’ community
But area 

residents 

question impact 

on the area

Around 70 citizens turned out last week for a meeting with developers (left) 
of a proposed residential community on 718 acres in South Jackson. Many in 
the crowd were opposed to the idea of a planned community in a rural area.

See South Jackson, page 3A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

A Jackson County judge has issued 

a stay in a controversial election in 

Hoschton.

James Lawson, a candidate for 

Hoschton City Council, filed an ap-

peal with the Superior Court of Jack-

son County, challenging the Jackson 

County Board of Elections’ decision 

to disqualify him from the March 24 

race.

Judge Joe Booth signed an order 

Feb. 28 issuing a stay of the elections 

board’s decision. A court hearing is 

set March 11 at 2 p.m.

Judge Booth’s decision will im-

pact early voting in the race, which 

opened Monday, March 2. Lawson’s 

name will remain on the ballot and 

voters in Hoschton will be able to cast 

a vote for him until the court hearing 

is held March 11, according to Jack-

son County elections officials.

The decision calls into question the 

legal standing of Raphael Mayberry 

as a city council member. Mayber-

ry, who is Lawson’s opponent in the 

race, has already been sworn in as a 

member of the Hoschton City Coun-

cil.

Hoschton mayor pro tem Adam 

Ledbetter is standing by the city’s de-

cision, defending the action in a so-

cial media post.

The City of Hoschton stands be-

hind our decision to swear in coun-

cilman Raphael Mayberry,” he said. 

“The city attorney backs our decision 

and we will conduct business as usu-

al until the March 11th hearing. If 

something changes after that, we will 

accommodate.

“Hoschton looks forward to getting 

to work and resolving issues that have 

been put on hold since January. Fur-

thermore, the city is operating fantas-

tically and look forward to having a 

full council and mayor soon.”

LAWSON APPEALS, CITY 

SWEARS IN MAYBERRY

The county elections board voted 

3-1 at a Feb. 12 hearing to uphold a 

challenge alleging that Lawson does 

not live in the city and cannot run for 

office.

Lawson filed a petition for judi-

cial review in the Superior Court of 

Jackson County on Feb. 24. Lawson 

claimed the board had acted improp-

erly by discussing his case behind 

closed doors and by discussing issues 

unrelated to the question of his legal 

residency.

After Lawson was disqualified, 

Ledbetter called a city council meet-

ing on Feb. 24 and had Mayberry 

sworn into office. The move gave 

the council three members so that it 

could again hold meetings and func-

tion as a council.

It’s not clear at this point if the 

court will allow Mayberry to continue 

in his role as a member of the council, 

or if his swearing-in is void until after 

the March 11 hearing. The Hoschton 

City Council has a meeting schedule 

for March 11 at 6:30 p.m.

Judge orders stay in Hoschton race


