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Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

By Morgan Ervin

The City of Hoschton’s application to reduce mini-

mum building setbacks for the property currently oc-

cupied by city hall was approved during its council 

meeting March 15.

The zoning changes were requested by the city as it 

plans to begin in additional development on the city 

square. The city also intended to make buildings on 

site legal that are not compliant with its zoning rules.

This variance approval will reduce building setbacks 

from 15 feet on the front, 12 feet on the side and 15 
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Governor Brian P. Kemp 

recently announced the 

availability of $277 million 

in Coronavirus Response 

and Relief Supplemental 

Appropriations Act 2021 

funds to the Georgia De-

partment of Transportation 

to fill in projected revenue 

gaps caused by the impacts 

of COVID-19.

One of the funded projects 

includes the Hwy. 211 wid-

ening in Braselton, which 

will expand the busy road 

from two lanes to four lanes 

and include the installation 

of roundabouts. It will pro-

vide traffic congestion relief 

for over 22,000 vehicles per 

day in a growing suburban 

area of Braselton.

The Town of Braselton is 

funding design of the proj-

ect. The estimated construc-

tion cost is $12 million with 

a total investment of $14 

million. The investments 

accelerate the project from 

an anticipated construction 

Federal COVID Relief to help 

fund Hwy. 211 widening

Braselton’s spring farm-

ers market continues Friday, 

March 19, with extended 

hours from 4-7 p.m.

This market features local 

farmers, bakers and makers 

presenting just-picked pro-

duce, farm-raised meats, 

fresh eggs, assorted baked 

goods, pasta meal kits, em-

panadas, gluten-free items, 

beef jerky, summer sausage, 

granola, jams, dry mix-

es, coffee, caramel corn, 

live plants and natural dog 

treats.

Free parking is available 

at the town’s parking deck.

The market is staged at 

9924 Davis Street.

Masks are encouraged for 

all.
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The Jackson County Board 

of Commissioners approved a 

move March 15 that could lead 

to a new green space park in 

West Jackson.

Following a closed meeting, 

the BOC authorized county 

manager Kevin Poe to negotiate 

for a piece of property for green 

space.

The county has long discussed 

the need to acquire more park 

and recreation property in the 

county to serve the growing pop-

ulation and to preserve some en-

vironmentally sensitive areas.

In other West Jackson action 

on March 15, the board approved 

three large residential rezonings. 

Two of the projects are on Mad-

dox Rd., Hoschton.

The first is for a master planned 

open space subdivision of 66 

houses on 25 acres. JTG Hold-

ings is developing that project .

The other Maddox Rd. proj-

ect is for 175 homes on 87 acres 

for a master planned develop-

ment. Those homes will be in the 

$300,000 price range, develop-

ers said. Chafin Communities is 

developing that subdivision.

On Hwy. 124 at Olde Wick 

Trail, Hoschton, L.T.R. Invest-

ments got approval for 103 

townhomes on 23 acres near 

the Publix shopping center. The 

property had earlier been zoned 

for a senior community, but de-

velopers said the local market is 

saturated with housing for older 

citizens.

In other zoning action, the 

BOC approved:

• a rezoning for New Liberty 

United Methodist Church to al-

low for a LED sign.

• a package of map amend-

ments for industrial development 

(warehouse) at Pettijohn Rd. and 

Wayne Poultry Rd. in Pender-

grass.

• rezonings for a 57-acre sub-

division on Waterworks Rd. in 

It’s been one year since COVID-19 hit the 

Braselton area.

This time last year, concerns over the spread-

ing coronavirus led to a frenzy of cancellations 

and closures from area businesses, govern-

ments and schools. Toilet paper flew off the 

shelves of every supermarket — at least, every 

supermarket that could get it in stock.

This came just a couple of weeks after the 

state reported its first COVID cases.

Shortly after, on March 15, Northeast Geor-

gia Health System announced two of its pa-

tients at Northeast Georgia Medical Center 

Braselton had tested positive for COVID-19.

The following several weeks brought a flurry 

of cancellations, temporary closures of busi-

nesses and shelter-in-place orders for residents.

Local governments issued states of emergen-

cy around March 23-27, announcing stay-at-

home orders and ordering some businesses to 

close temporarily. A statewide shelter-in-place 

order followed in early April and area residents 

hunkered down and began navigating doing 

work and school from home.

Later in April, Governor Brian Kemp an-

nounced that some businesses could reopen 

and ultimately let the shelter-in-place order 

expire on April 30 for people under 65 and in 

good health.

Meanwhile, the staff at NGHS still had a 

rocky road ahead. While the number of COVID 

patients at the hospital system’s facilities fluc-

tuated throughout the year, there were some 

clear spikes. NGHS reached a peak in its total 

number of COVID patients on April 29, then 

topped that in late July-mid August and again 

in early December. 

The totals remained high throughout Decem-

ber and the hospital system reached its highest 

peak Jan. 8, 2021, with 355 positive COVID 

patients (94 at Northeast Georgia Medical 

Center Braselton). That peak came after a busy 

holiday season during which hospital leaders 

repeatedly stressed the need for the community 

to take precautions.

Local health leaders were crunched for 

space, utilizing non-traditional spaces to treat 

patients (including hallways and a gym). The 

hospital system also requested a temporary 

morgue from the state, which it has since been 

able to return.

But something else came out of that holiday 

season, too: The vaccine.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

granted emergency use authorization for the 

Pfizer vaccine on Dec. 11, then authorized the 

Moderna vaccine for emergency use on Dec. 

18.

NGHS administered its first vaccine dose to 

employees on Dec. 17.

Since that time, the state has expanded the 

eligibility requirements for the vaccine, most 

recently adding residents 55 and older, people 

with disabilities and residents 16 and older with 

other medical conditions. In addition to those 

listed, the state’s current eligibility includes 

healthcare workers, residents/staff of long-

term care facilities, first responders, teachers 

and school staff, adults with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities and their caregivers, 

and parents of children with complex medical 

conditions who are high risk for COVID com-

plications.

A third vaccine — the single-dose Johnson 

& Johnson — was also recently approved for 

emergency use in late February.

So far, there have been 2.72 million vaccines 

administered across the state of Georgia includ-

ing 10,532 in Barrow; 124,075 in Gwinnett; 

64,445 in Hall and 8,122 in Jackson counties. 

NGHS has administered 11,347 vaccinations 

to its employees and 14,422 to eligible mem-

bers of the community.

The number of COVID patients at NGHS has 

continued a sharp decline in recent weeks. As 
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