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Mainstreet Newspapers’ 

offices will be closed to the 

public until further notice.

Offices in Jefferson, Dan-

ielsville, Winder and Homer 

are closed in response to the 

Coronavirus crisis.

Those needing to contact 

the newspapers may do so 

via email, telephone or the 

papers’ websites. Drop boxes 

are also available at each lo-

cation. Many of the newspa-

pers’ reporters and editors are 

working from home when 

possible.

The papers will be pub-

lished on their regular week-

ly schedule and available at 

newsstands and subscrip-

tions via the USPS.

Watch for updates on our 

website at mainstreetnews.

com. To check on subscrip-

tions and other services, call 

706-367-5233.

Editors may also be con-

tacted at:

THE JACKSON 

HERALD

Mike Buffington

mike@mainstreetnews.

com

THE BRASELTON 

NEWS

Alex Buffington

alex@mainstreetnews.com

THE MADISON 

COUNTY JOURNAL

Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.

com

THE BARROW 

NEWS-JOURNAL

Scott Thompson

sthompson@barrownews-

journal.com

THE BANKS COUNTY 

NEWS

Angela Gary

angie@mainstreetnews.

com

Coronavirus impacts Barrow

Newspaper 

offices 
closed to 
the public

The Barrow County School 

System’s schools will remain 

closed until April 13, after the 

system’s spring break, officials 

announced Tuesday, March 17.

The district had announced 

last week it was closing March 

16-29 in response to the ongo-

ing coronavirus pandemic. Gov. 

Brian Kemp, on Monday, March 

16, ordered that all of the state’s 

public schools be closed through 

the end of the month.

No extra-curricular activities, 

including sports, will be held 

during the closure in Barrow 

County. The district is currently 

implementing a home-learning 

model for students, and teachers 

and staff are working from home 

and are available to parents and 

students through email.

As for other schools, as of 

press time, Bethlehem Christian 

Academy was closed through 

at least March 29 and had dis-

tance-learning plans in place. La-

nier Technical College is closed 

at all campuses until further no-

tice, and online instruction will 

begin Monday, March 23.

‘LEARNING 

FROM HOME’

The Barrow County 

School System implemented 

a home-learning model while 

schools are closed.

Under “Learning from 

Home,” the district has compiled 

learning activities, and teachers 

across all grade levels are cre-

ating and implementing online 

learning, according to a news re-

lease issued Friday.

There are separate activities 

by grade level. Go to https://

www.barrow.k12.ga.us/updates/

home-learning for complete de-

tails and links.

FREE MEALS 

FOR CHILDREN

The school system will pro-

vide free meals to any child from 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. through March 

27 at Apalachee and Winder-Bar-

row high schools. The meals are 

free for any child under 18.

Grab-n-Go bags include both 

breakfast and lunch and can be 

picked up during those hours 

once each day. The schools an-

nounced about 1 p.m. Tuesday 

that community organizations 

and individuals have asked if 

they can deliver food to neighbor-

hoods, apartments and individual 

families.

Families can sign up to have 

meals delivered if they are unable 

to get to these two locations. If 

you need meals delivered to your 

child or children (anyone under 

the age of 18), go to Bit.ly/BCS-

Smeals to sign up.

The schools requested that 

anyone who can pick up meals 

should do so.

“We also ask for your patience 

as we work through the logistics 

of this new initiative,” Shenley 

Rountree, the district’s public re-

lations director, said.

There might be a day or two 

delay to coordinate delivery. 

“While we are doing our best 

to provide delivery, we cannot 

guarantee this is possible in every 

instance. We are relying on our 

community volunteers,” Roun-

tree said.

Children must be present 

when anyone comes to the drive-

through for pick-up. Look for the 

signs at each school and learn 

more at https://www.barrow.k12.

ga.us/updates/meals-for-children.

The BCSS nutrition staff is 

preparing the meals.

The district will use its web-

site as the central location for 

all information about the school 

closure.

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

The first confirmed case of the novel coronavirus in 

Barrow County has been listed by the Georgia Depart-

ment of Public Health, though that person has been liv-

ing in an assisted living facility in another county, ac-

cording to a Barrow County Emergency Services news 

release.

“This is the first case listed by the Department of 

Public Health in Barrow County, but we are confident 

more positive tests are coming,” said Barrow County 

emergency management director Penny Clack. “This 

does not change how we are responding at this time 

and we want to remind citizens to continue following 

CDC and Georgia Department of Public Health rec-

ommendations to combat the spread of the coronavirus 

(COVID-19).”

The state had 146 confirmed cases of the virus as of 

noon Tuesday, March 17. Only one person has died so 

far from COVID-19, the disease the virus causes, ac-

cording to the state’s data. The Department of Public 

Health updates its online county-by-county tracker each 

day.

There were more than 6,200 confirmed cases of the 

virus in the U.S. and the death toll had surpassed 100 as 

of Wednesday morning.

The effects of the worldwide pandemic have been felt 

locally as well, with school and various office closures 

and a handful of other event cancellations and post-

ponements aimed at combating the spread of the virus.

The CDC has recommended that public gatherings be 

limited to 10 people.

Gov. Brian Kemp ordered on Monday, March 16, that 

all public schools in the state be closed through the end 

of the month. 

And the state’s public health commissioner, Dr. Kath-

leen Toomey, said during a live interview on Georgia 

Public Broadcasting that the state is in the process of 

identifying supply sources to address medical and per-

sonal protective equipment shortages.

Most public meetings of local governmental bodies 

were still planned as scheduled as of press time, though 

there were some modifications to procedures at local 

government facilities.

A continuing wave of closure and cancellation an-

nouncements started late in the afternoon and early in 

the evening Thursday, March 12. Earlier in the day, the 

top official at Northeast Georgia Medical Center Bar-

row told the Rotary Club of Winder to be prepared for 

the virus to hit the county.

“It will be here,” hospital president Chad Hatfield told 

the Rotary Club of Winder during its meeting Thursday 

at the hospital. “Don’t think that Barrow is going to be 

immune to it. We will see cases here, and we will have 

to deal with it. But it’s something we can deal with and 

treat.”

BCES: First listed Barrow case is 
person living in another county

School system 

extends closure 

until April 13

Photo by Ron Bridgeman

Penny Clack, Barrow County’s Emergency Manage-
ment Agency director, talks with Col. Mike Hamm 
from the Barrow County Sheriff’s Office. after a spe-
cial-called meeting of the county’s Local Emergency 
Planning Committee on March 11.

UPDATED COVERAGE ONLINE

Go online at barrownewsjournal.com for the latest local 
and statewide updates related to the coronavirus 
pandemic. All virus-related stories are free to the public, 
and a newspaper subscription is not needed. 

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com 

The coronavirus pandemic has led 

several government offices to either 

close to the public or modify their 

procedures, while numerous events 

and public meetings and gatherings 

have either been canceled, post-

poned or had alternative public in-

put measures put in place.

Here are several that have been re-

ported to the Barrow News-Journal.

BARROW COUNTY

Barrow County manager Mike 

Renshaw and leisure services di-

rector Dan Magee said the county 

would be suspending all senior pro-

gramming at the Barrow County Se-

nior Citizens Center for two weeks, 

effective Monday, March 16. Magee 

said while the building itself will be 

closed, staff will provide shelf-sta-

ble meals upon request to any coun-

ty resident who is 60 years and old-

er. The center’s phone number is 

770-307-3025.

Meanwhile, senior center staff 

will continue to deliver Meals on 

Wheels to homebound members and 

check on their welfare during deliv-

eries, Renshaw said.

“We are also going to assist our 

senior clients, as staffing allows, 

with individual trips to the pharma-

cy and doctor’s office,” Magee said. 

“We are also referring seniors with 

special and additional needs to the 

Northeast Georgia Area Agency on 

Aging at 706-583-2546. The AAA 

offers a number of services specific 

to seniors which county senior cen-

ters in the region do not have the re-

sources to provide.”

The county has also suspended all 

youth and adult sports programing 

at county parks and recreation fa-

cilities until further notice “in order 

to minimize exposure within large 

groups,” Renshaw said.

At county offices, the county’s 

human resources department has de-

veloped administrative procedures 

that will allow all non-essential staff 

to utilize paid time off in order to 

stay at home if they become ill; staff 

without sufficient PTO remaining 

would also be allowed to accept do-

nated time from others, if necessary, 

under a temporary policy, Renshaw 

said.

Renshaw said the county’s custo-

dial crews are treating hard surfaces 

with a water/bleach mix at all coun-

ty buildings as recommended by the 

county health department.

The Barrow County Board of 

Commissioners postponed its annu-

al planning retreat that was sched-

uled for Friday, March 20. 

Renshaw said the tentative plan 

is to hold the retreat in late April or 

early May. The board also has can-

celed its Tuesday, March 24 work 

session and will have only one vot-

ing meeting on the second Tuesday 

of each month until further notice. 

The next meeting is scheduled for 

April 14.

Sheriff Jud Smith said the coun-

ty detention center is limiting the 

public to the main lobby and has 

suspended all inmate visitation. In-

mates who are brought in are also 

undergoing screening for potential 

virus symptoms.

Several events, meetings canceled, postponed; 
government office procedures modified

See Virus, page 2A

See Scheduling, page 2A


