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Only a small percentage 

of Jackson Countians have 

received at least one dose 

of a Covid vaccine, ac-

cording to an updated state 

reporting website.

Only 19% of residents 

have received at least one 

dose and only 14% have 

received both doses, ac-

cording to the data.

Far more women than 

men have been vaccinat-

ed with at least one dose 

— 7,590 female to 5,383 

male.

The rate in Jackson 

County is below the overall 

state average where 30% 

of adults have received at 

least one dose and 17% are 

fully vaccinated.

Meanwhile, the rate of 

new infections has fall-

en in the county to under 

an average of 5 per day. 

Deaths have also stabilized 

at 134 since the pandemic 

began with 11 other deaths 

likely due to Covid.

Currently, Jackson 

County ranks 6th in the 

state with the most infec-

tions per 100,000 people 

since the beginning of the 

virus outbreak.

Some 490 people have 

been hospitalized with the 

virus from Jackson County 

over the past 13 months.

Under 20% of countians vaccinated

The Commerce City 

Council met for over an 

hour behind closed doors 

with the Commerce 

Board of Education 

April 12, but no outline 

of what was discussed 

and no action was taken 

by either group when the 

meeting ended.

Council members at-

tended the BOE’s reg-

ular meeting when the 

two groups went into ex-

ecutive session together 

for personnel, pending 

litigation and property 

acquisition.

BOE ACTION ITEMS

Among the items ap-

proved by the BOE at its 

meeting were:

• a hike in tuition for 

non-resident students 

from $150 to $300 per 

student per year with a 

cap of $900 for a family.

• plans to buy a new 

bus with $77,000 of the 

cost to be paid by the 

state.

• expending federal 

CARES 2 relief funds 

for bonuses for school 

nurses and system em-

ployees.

PERSONNEL  

ACTIONS

In personnel actions, 

the board:

• terminated the em-

ployment of system 

finance director Tyler 

Smith.

• accepted the resig-

nations of CHS assistant 

principal Tiffany Barnett 

and football coach Mi-

chael Brown.

• accepted the retire-

ment of CHS teacher and 

Commerce 

BOE, city 

council meet 

in executive 

session
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Commerce soccer players (clockwise from bottom) Ivy Tolbert, Abby 

Tolbert, Ermay Vazquez, Chloe Diaz and Maggie Mullis celebrate the 

girls’ program’s first-ever region championship following a 12-2 win 
over Social Circle Monday (April 12).

HISTORY MADE

A Jefferson family is in mourning over the mass 

shooting deaths last week in South Carolina.

Dr. Robert Lesslie, 70, his wife Barbara Lesslie, 69, 

their grandchildren — 9-year-old Adah and 5-year-

old Noah — and two repairmen at their home in York 

County, S.C. were shot and killed April 7.

Dr. Lesslie and Mrs. Lesslie are the parents of Lori 

Alexander, Jefferson.

Lori, an employee with Jefferson City Schools, is 

the wife of Jackson County State Court Judge Rob 

Alexander.

A memorial service for the Lesslie family was 

scheduled for April 14 in Rock Hill, S.C.

Former NFL player Phillip Adams, whose parents 

lived near the Lesslie family, was said by York Coun-

ty law enforcement officials to be the shooter. Adams 

later killed himself. No motive is known for the shoot-

ing, officials said.

Several hundred people gathered outside in Rock 

Hill Sunday evening for a vigil, according to local 

media reports.

Dr. Lesslie was a noted emergency room physician 

in the community and the author of several books, in-

cluding Angels in the ER.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in Rob-

ert and Barbara’s name to Camp Joy North Carolina, 

918 South Pleasantburg Dr, Greenville, SC 29607.

Jefferson family 

mourning loss in 

mass shooting

In what some observers described as a “circus” 

atmosphere, the annual convention of the Jackson 

County Republican Party on April 10 was reportedly 

a fractious affair.

Hoschton city councilman Adam Ledbetter chal-

lenged TJ Dearman for the chairmanship of the group, 

but was thwarted by a parliamentary move that left 

him disqualified and Dearman the only candidate 

standing.

Ledbetter said he had been named by the group’s 

nominating committee to become the next chairman, 

but was disqualified due to a “10 hour rule” that re-

quires officers to have given 10 hours to the group 

over the previous year.

Ledbetter said that district GOP officials told him 

the rule was waived in 2020 due to Covid where peo-

ple couldn’t attend meetings in person. He said some-

one may have filed an appeal to the district over the 

meeting, a move that could force a do-over election 

of officers.

“I felt a change needed to be made,” Ledbetter said. 

“My goals as chairman would have been to move on 

from the 2020 election and focus on 2022. Engage 

our youth in the party and become more diverse in 

many ways.”

Prior to the meeting, Dearman issued a statement 

that banned all recording devices at the convention 

meeting, which was held in Braselton.

“No delegates or spectators are allowed to take pic-

tures, video or record the convention of any kind,” 

Dearman said. “No cell phones or electronics will be 

allowed in the convention hall. In addition, spectators 

are not to interact with delegates in any manner. Fail-

ure to comply will result in the Sgt of Arms removing 

you from the convention hall.”

The local GOP organization has a long history of tu-

multuous leadership. Dearman’s predecessor resigned 

as local chairman in protest over how the group was 

being run by shadow leaders who didn’t support her. 

Some years ago, a local chairman refused to release 

the names of those who had qualified to run for local 

office to the newspaper after qualifying had closed. 

He was later ousted from the job.

More recently, GOP representatives appointed by 

the local GOP to the county election’s board have 

made headlines over voting against approving local 

election results and attempting to challenge the status 

of some county voters.

GOP meeting 

reportedly 

fractious

As a Sunday deadline 

approached, SK Battery 

agreed to a settlement 

with LG Chem over a 

contentious dispute that 

had endangered the fu-

ture of SK’s massive EV 

battery plants in Com-

merce.

According to 

Bloomberg News, SK 

agreed to pay $1.8 bil-

lion to LG Chem in the 

trade dispute to settle the 

case.

In February, the Inter-

national Trade Commis-

sion had ruled against 

SK in the dispute and 

imposed harsh sanctions 

which threatened the 

future of the firm’s new 

battery plants under con-

struction in Commerce.

SK had lobbied the 

Biden Administration to 

overturn the ITC’s ruling 

and threatened to pull 

out of the U.S. market if 

the ruling were upheld.

At stake was SK’s $2.6 

billion investment in the 

plants and 2,600 jobs in 

Northeast Georgia.

Still, some observers 

seemed wary that Biden 

would overturn the ITC 

ruling. In a recent Zoom 

call with members of the 

Jackson County Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

board of directors, offi-

cials with Sen. Raphael 

Warnock’s office en-

couraged a settlement 

in the dispute, saying 

that SK’s reliance on a 

presidential intervention 

wasn’t a good strategy.

Jackson County of-

ficials had watched the 

case closely. The county, 

along with the state, had 

agreed to a large incen-

tives package to lure SK 

to Commerce as the nex-

us of a high-tech indus-

trial boom in the North-

east Georgia area.

A number of state of-

ficials lined up to take 

credit for the deal.

Gov. Brian Kemp also 

gave kudos to local offi-

cials in an April 10 state-

ment:

“The announcement of 

Settlement reached in SK dispute

SK facilities under construction in Commerce.

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

The City of Jefferson is eligible for a 

$600,000 matching grant to renovate the 

town’s historic Roosevelt Theater but still 

needs the green light from the city coun-

cil to apply for the funds.

City manager Priscilla Murphy ad-

dressed the Jefferson City Council about 

the grant — available through the Ap-

palachian Regional Commission (ARC) 

— at its April 12 meet. Murphy said she 

needs permission to begin grant applica-

tion process. If the city pursues the grant, 

the council must approve a budget ad-

justment to allocate matching funds for 

that grant.

It was noted that the $1.2 million to-

tal between the grant funds and match-

ing funds wouldn’t cover all renovation 

costs according to plans for the building, 

but Jefferson Main Street director Beth 

Laughinghouse said cost-cutting mea-

sures could be enacted to make the proj-

ect more affordable. Fundraising could 

also cover a portion of the renovation 

cost.

Construction must start within 18 

months of applying for the grant and 

completed within 24 months of the ap-

plication.

“Anytime you can do a project for 50 

cents on the dollar, it needs to get our at-

tention,” mayor Jon Howell said.

The ARC charges a $30,000 fee to help 

apply for the grant and manage it. That 

cost, however, is covered through the 

grant, if awarded.

Laughinghouse said the likelihood 

of the city being awarded the grant is 

“very good.” Construction-ready plans 

Jefferson council still considering 

Roosevelt Theater matching grant
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