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Two local legislators — Alan Powell 

and Tom McCall — have introduced a bill 

to ban the burning of creosote-treated rail-

road ties as a fuel source.

The action follows months of outcry 

from citizens in Madison and Franklin 

counties about the danger of burning cre-

osote-treated railroad ties at new biomass 

Georgia Renewable Power (GRP) plants 

in Colbert and Carnesville.

Bill 857 proposes: “Permits issued for 

industrial biomass boilers shall prohib-

it the use of wood products treated with 

creosote compounds or treated with naph-

thenate compounds for purposes of com-

mercial electricity generation.”

GRP had no comment this about the 

proposed bill.

Powell said he initially wanted to see 

local governments given more right to 

determine what could be burned in their 

communities, but he said such action 

wouldn’t hold up in court. He decided to 

take legislative action after attending a re-

cent citizens’ meeting in Franklin County 

about the power plants.

“It struck me, they (GRP) came in with 

one business model and it didn’t include 

creosote,” said Powell.

The state says only 20 percent of the 

wood burned at the plants can be railroad 

ties.

“But how do you audit this?” asked 

Powell, who added that he is troubled by 

water runoff problems at the facilities, not 

just the emissions.

Legislators submit bill following months of  citizens’ outcry about GRP emissions

Georgia Renewable Power (GRP) is permitted to burn creosote-treated railroad 
ties as a fuel source, but an outcry from local residents about negative health effects 
has led local legislators to introduce a bill banning the burning of creosote-treated 
products.

By Zach Mitcham
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Long-time Madison 

County Utility Director 

Steve Shaw has resigned 

from his position, effec-

tive Feb. 19. He has taken 

a job with the City of El-

berton.

“I’ve enjoyed working 

with the county and see-

ing the system grow all 

these years,” said Shaw, 

noting that there are 

roughly 1,500 county cus-

tomers compared to 350 

when he started 14 years 

ago.

Shaw resigns 
as county 
utility director

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Four Madison County poultry 

farmers allege that they were the 

victims of a scheme by Pilgrim’s 

Pride to force small, family chick-

en farms out of business.

Pilgrim’s Pride responded in 

federal court, saying that it has 

“legitimate, pro-competitive busi-

ness justifications for its conduct” 

and that allegations of unfair treat-

ment don’t hold up under the law.

David P. Echols, Stanley L. 

Dove, along with James and Tere-

sa Dove of Trinity Farm of Madi-

son County are among several area 

poultry producers suing Pilgrim’s 

Pride Corporation in the United 

States District Court for the Mid-

dle District of Georgia Athens Di-

vision.

The ongoing suit, filed in July 

2018, alleges that Pilgrim’s Pride 

initiated a plan in 2017 “to force 

out a number of older and smaller 

family farmers who grew chick-

ens for Pilgrims’ Athens facility.” 

Pilgrim’s Pride is a major poul-

try integrator, receiving approxi-

mately 391 million pounds of live 

chickens to its Athens Complex in 

2016 for processing from approx-

imately 115 farms, according to 

the suit. Chick-fil-A is the Athens 

complex’s largest customer, with 

Chick-fil-A purchasing over 50 

percent of all products processed 

at the Athens Complex.

“Under the guise of responding 

to Chick-fiI-A’s purported demand 

for ‘No Antibiotics Ever’ (NAE) 

chicken, Pilgrim’s demanded that 

48 growers, including every plain-

tiff, make costly and expansive 

upgrades to their existing growing 

facilities, which have limited other 

uses and were costly to construct 

and maintain,” wrote Joel McKie, 

attorney for the plaintiffs, in the 

70-page complaint.

McKie wrote that Pilgrim’s 

never intended for the growers to 

make the upgrades.

“Instead, in breach of a number 

of contracts and in violation of 

the federal Packer and Stockyards 

Act and the related USDA (United 

States Department of Agriculture) 

regulations, Pilgrim’s made these 

demands for the purpose of push-

ing the growers out of the chicken 

business,” he wrote.

The attorney also said Pilgrim’s 

efforts included deceptive practic-

es to push out the growers, who all 

rated highly among local poultry 

farmers.

“In addition to orally discour-

aging many of the plaintiffs from 

making the upgrades, Pilgrim’s 

materially understated the price 

per pound available to the growers 

for NAE production after comple-

tion of the upgrades, reduced the 

chick placement per square foot, 

increased the downtime between 

flocks, and undertook other un-

fair practices aimed at forcing the 

plaintiffs out of the chicken busi-

ness,” wrote McKie. “Plaintiffs in 

this case seek to hold Pilgrim’s li-

able for its unfair and illegal prac-

tices.”

The plaintiffs seek compensa-

tion for the “loss of anticipated 

profits of no less than $75,000, 

costs of the completed upgrades, 

loss of equity, diminution in prop-

erty value, attorneys’ fees and 

costs of litigation, and other com-

pensatory and special damages.”

Pilgrim’s Pride attorney, Clay-

ton E. Bailey, wrote in a motion 

for dismissal of the case that the 

plaintiffs made a business decision 

not to upgrade and that Pilgrim’s 

Pride could not be held liable for 

that decision. That motion for dis-

missal was denied by the court in 

September.

Local poultry farmers say they were forced out of  business by company

Chick-fil-A is Pilgrim’s Pride’s largest customer.

Farmers vs. Pilgrim’s Pride

A ban on burning creosote?

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County’s historic court-

house, which has suffered from 

significant leaks over the years, will 

soon get a new roof.

County commissioners are seek-

ing bids on the replacement of the 

roof for the iconic structure in the 

center of Danielsville. The estimated 

cost is in the $100,000-to-$150,000 

range.

The commissioners still have 

$80,000 left from the 2008 spe-

cial purpose local option sales tax 

(SPLOST), another $42,000 from 

the 2014 SPLOST and another 

$50,000 allocated from the SPLOST 

renewal last year.

Madison County Board of Com-

mission Chairman John Scarbor-

ough said the 2008 sales tax funds 

must be spent by June. He said the 

project is estimated to take two-to-

four months.

In other matters at their Feb. 3 

meeting, the board discussed but 

took no action on several matters, 

which will be considered again at 

their business meeting later this 

month. These agenda items included 

purchasing a backhoe for the road 

department with sales tax money. 

The group discussed naming Robin 

Purcell to the recreation board. Com-

missioner Derek Doster talked about 

having local boards and departments 

meet with commissioners to go over 

their goals and how to achieve them. 

He also said he wants a master log 

of county training schedules to know 

who is up for certification and when.

The board discussed amending 

its purchasing policy to increase the 

threshold for when bids are required. 

Scarborough said it’s difficult for the 

county to participate in any auction 

process for purchasing items at cur-

rent thresholds.

The commissioners met in closed 

session to discuss a potential real es-

tate transaction.

BOC to seek bids on courthouse roof  replacement

The historic Madison County Courthouse, constructed in 1901, is 
in need of a new roof.
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