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County prepares for 2020 elections
Madison County election official talks new equipment, storage, poll workers, budget with BOC

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

The year 2020 is fast ap-

proaching and so are the 

elections, including the 

all-consuming presidential 

showdown and decisions 

on numerous other offices. 

So, is Madison County pre-

pared to handle these elec-

tions on new, state-mandat-

ed voting machines?

That’s the question that 

consumes Tracy Dean’s 

thoughts. Dean oversees the 

Madison County elections 

office and is the chairman 

of the Madison County 

Board of Elections and 

Registration.

“I don’t want any prob-

lems in any election and the 

voters of the county are my 

priority,” she said. “I want 

to make sure they have the 

opportunity to vote.”

Dean was not alone in 

concern over next year’s 

elections. Twelve people 

took the podium Monday, 

Sept. 9, to ask commission-

ers to do whatever is need-

ed to support Dean and the 

election process in Madison 

County. Georgia’s voting 

practices have received na-

tional attention over the past 

year. And Monday night’s 

speakers, both Republican 

and Democrat, spoke in fa-

vor of guaranteeing sound 

election practices in the 

county. They said Dean is 

doing a good job and needs 

funding support from the 

commissioners.

“Some places will have 

something said about vot-

er suppression and other 

miskeeps,” said Dave Ram-

sey. “I don’t want Madison 

County to be on that list.”

Local, state and federal 

elections in Georgia will 

be held on new voting ma-

chines from Dominion 

Voting that offer a paper 

trail. But the old machines 

Photo by Zach Mitcham
Tracy Dean, chairman of the Madison County Board of Elections and Registration, stands in the crowded 
storage room for current voting machines. These machines will be taken away by the state after the Nov. 
5 referendums on a local sales tax and a vote on Sunday sales. Dean said the new machines include “wash-
ing-machine” sized tabulators that must be stored at the elections office. She asked the BOC to expand the 
department’s storage area. Visit www.mcelections.net for more information about Madison County elections.
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By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

Danielsville city council members want to encourage 

residents to fill out next year’s 2020 U.S. Census.

Mayor Todd Higdon and city clerk Susan Payne dis-

cussed the issue at Monday night’s Sept. 9 council meet-

ing, saying they had been contacted by a census recruiter 

about the upcoming census and asked that community 

leaders make their residents aware that Census workers 

will be out next year.

Danielsville talks 2020 
Census, SPLOST allocations

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

A threat posted on social 

media led to a lockdown 

and a day of rumors and 

fear at Madison Coun-

ty High School Monday, 

Sept. 9, though no weapons 

were found at the school. 

However, one juvenile 

was taken into custody for 

something expressed to au-

thorities after the investiga-

tion began.

“That person made some 

remarks verbally and based 

on those remarks law en-

forcement felt it necessary 

to take the person into cus-

tody,” said Madison Coun-

ty School Superintendent 

Michael Williams.

The superintendent 

said the investigation be-

gan when a student made 

administrators aware of 

something posted on social 

media. Williams said the 

threat was not very specif-

ic, but the schools began 

investigating the post. Once 

questioning began, word 

began to travel around the 

school quickly. Williams 

said a lot of misinformation 

was spread as fear ramped 

up and texts were sent on 

and off campus.

“Fortunately, there was 

MCHS briefly put on lockdown

See D’ville, page 2A

See Lockdown, page 2A

By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

The school system is in the process 

of selecting four lucky eighth graders 

to be this year’s REACH scholars.

Superintendent Michael Williams 

told board of education members 

Tuesday, Sept. 10, that a REACH 

committee was to review applications 

on Wednesday and then set up inter-

views with finalists. The four new 

REACH scholars will be announced 

during a signing day Oct. 8 at 11 a.m. 

at the middle school.

REACH is part of REACH Geor-

gia, a needs-based mentorship and 

college scholarship program. The 

mission is to ensure that Georgia’s 

low income, academically promis-

ing students have the academic, so-

cial, and financial support needed to 

graduate from high school, access 

college, and achieve postsecondary 

success, according to the REACH 

website.

Williams also said he recently met 

with principals and staff to review 

the vision, mission and guiding prin-

ciples of the school system. He said 

he thinks it is important to periodical-

ly review these and keep them at the 

forefront of everyone’s mind.

REACH scholars to be announced Oct. 8

See REACH, page 3A

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Brad Averill reminds 

Madison County citizens 

that there are two key in-

gredients to health: good 

nutrition and exercise.

The Family and Con-

sumer Sciences (FACS) 

agent for the Madison and 

Oglethorpe County Exten-

sion Services is leading 

a free, 12-week Walk-

A-Weigh program at the 

Madison County Recre-

ation Department every 

Tuesday at 6 p.m. through 

Oct. 15.

“Our Walk-A-Weigh 

program is a research and 

evidence-based program 

from the university,” said 

Averill. “And the idea is to 

get people to change their 

eating patterns and their 

activity patterns and work 

toward permanent weight 

control. We usually do 15 

minutes of nutrition cov-

ering a different topic ev-

ery week.”

The FACS agent said 

he’s had about 13-to-15 

participants at each class. 

One recent class was on 

nutrition labels.

“We talked about how 

to read them,” said Aver-

ill. “They are often con-

fusing. People often look 

Extension class focuses on getting fit

Brad Averill (front) is pictured with Walk-A-Weigh 
participants at the Madison County Recreation De-
partment track.

‘Walk-A-Weigh’

See Health, page 3A

Red Raiders 

down 
Apalachee

MCMS 

Mighty 

Mustangs

The Madison County Red 
Raiders defeated 
Apalachee, 21-20, Friday 
night for their second win 
of the season. 

— Page 1B

Madison County Middle 
School recently recognized 
its “Mighty Mustangs” for 
August. 

— Page 9A


