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Some big changes could be on 

the agenda in 2020 following the 

results of the Nov. 5 municipal 

elections across Jackson County.

Three towns — Hoschton, Jef-

ferson and Braselton — saw sev-

eral incumbents defeated and in 

Braselton, a December run-off 

is in the works for another town 

council seat.

In Commerce, two city board of 

education incumbents fell to chal-

lengers.

While those changes highlight-

ed this year’s balloting, incum-

bents carried the day in Arcade, 

Maysville, Nicholson and the Jef-

ferson Board of Education. There 

were no challenged municipal 

races in Pendergrass or Talmo this 

year.

A RUNOFF

Among the tightest results, 

Braselton Town Council incum-

bent Becky Richardson will face 

challenger Richard Mayberry in 

a Dec. 3 runoff election for the 

town’s District 1 seat.

Richardson got 44 percent of 

the vote while Mayberry got 30 

percent and challenger Joy Bash-

am garnered 25 percent.

BIG CHANGES

While the Richardson-Mayber-

ry race is pending, another Bra-

selton council incumbent was de-

feated by a landslide.

Incumbent Tony Funari lost to 

challenger Jim Joedecke with Joe-

decke getting a whopping 81 per-

cent of the vote.

In Hoschton, some big changes 

loom following the city balloting. 

With two city council members 

potentially facing a recall vote in 

the near future, two other incum-

bent council members won’t be 

returning following the Nov. 5 

voting.

Shantwon Astin and Adam Led-

better were the top two vote-get-

ters in the city’s election, defeating 

incumbent Mindi Kiewert. Susan 

Powers didn’t run for re-election.

BALANCE SHIFTS

In Jefferson and Commerce, 

there could be a shift in the bal-

ance of power on two boards fol-

lowing the elections.

In Commerce, challenger Knox 

Smith unseated incumbent BOE 

member Bill Davis with 62.3 per-

cent of the vote while Kyle Moore 

ousted incumbent BOE chairman 

Rodney Gary with 53.7 percent of 

the vote.

In Jefferson, challenger Clint 

Roberts defeated incumbent Don 

Kupis with 56 percent of the vote.

All Commerce City Council 

incumbents won their re-election 

bids.

The results for all challenged 

races are:

JEFFERSON

City Council District 5

Don Kupis (I) — 86

Clint Roberts — 111

School Board District 4

Dana Phillips — 33

Lisa Richmond (I) — 76

COMMERCE

City Council Ward 3

Mark Fitzpatrick (I) — 86

Alicia Vargas — 63

City Council Ward 4

Sam Cotton — 163

Bobby Redmon (I) — 225

Halloween Walk

Kids took to the streets in Jefferson on 

Monday, Nov. 4, to take part in the delayed 

downtown Halloween walk. The walk was 

postponed from Thursday, Oct. 31, due to 

inclement weather forecast for the area.

This youngster dressed as a piece of 

candy for the annual downtown Jef-

ferson Halloween walk on Monday, 

Nov. 4.

Photos by Sharon Hogan

Madison Perrin, dressed as Dorothy 

from the Wizard of Oz, is shown with 

Bella, who was dressed as Toto in a 

basket, to take part in the Jefferson 

Halloween Walk held on Monday, Nov. 

4, in downtown.

Bravery Hope 

Dowdy is dressed 

as a Cabbage Patch 

doll for the annual 

downtown Jeffer-

son Halloween 

Walk on Monday, 

Nov. 4.

On Monday, Nov. 4, Lily Seiple, 10, dressed 

as a marionette doll; Jase Seiple, 5, 

dressed as Jason; and John Seiple, 9 

months, dressed as the Itsy Bitsy Spider 

to help pass out treats during the annual 

downtown Jefferson Halloween Walk.

A major new industrial facility at 

Banks Crossing is being sold follow-

ing action by the U.S. Department of 

Justice.

Diana Food, a chicken-based food 

ingredient facility that just recently be-

gan operations, is being sold to Kerry 

Luxembourg by Symrise AG. The sale 

comes after the Department of Justice 

forced Symrise to divest itself of the 

Diana Foods facility if the firm wanted 

to buy International Dehydrated Foods 

LLC and American Dehydrated Foods 

Diana Food 

to be sold 

to Kerry 

Group

One person was killed and another 

seriously injured in a single-vehicle 

wreck in West Jackson.

The wreck happened Tuesday, Oct. 

29, on New Cut Rd. when a Nissan 

Titan driven by Jorge A. Medina, 33, 

of Braselton, failed to maintain lane, 

ran off the road and struck a number of 

trees before coming to a rest.

One killed, 

another injured 

in Oct. 29 wreck

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

The new Jackson County Agricultur-

al Facility could soon have an oversight 

committee for its operations, which are 

slated to begin in 2020.

The Jackson County Board of Com-

missioners previewed a proposal to 

create the oversight board at its Nov. 4 

meeting. The board could take a final 

vote on the board’s creation at its Nov. 

BOC looks to 

create ag facility 

oversight group

The Commerce City Council will be 

asked to approve a list of roads to be re-

paved at its Nov. 18 meeting.

The list of roads includes two or three 

in each city ward.

City manager James Wascher said 

usually between one and two miles of 

roads are paved.

Wascher said council members may 

suggest other roads for the list. He said 

the city’s parking lot near the civic cen-

ter and behind restaurants on Elm St. 

may be substituted for a road or roads.

The list includes:

•West Cordes Place from Homer to 

Ridgeway roads.

•Cedar Dr. from Homer Rd. to Pine 

Ave.

•an unnamed street between Connie’s 

Pawn Shop and Mitchell’s Auto Repair.

•Stark St. from Hwy. 98 to a dirt road.

•Oak St. from Hwy. 98 to Clayton St.

•Clayton St. from Central Ave. to 

Scott St.

•Hood St. from Washington St. to 

Hwy. 98.

•Popular St. from Smallwood Dr. to 

the 4-way stop sign at Chestnut St.

Paving list to be 

on Commerce 

agenda Nov. 18

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Jefferson leaders are slated to soon 

decide whether or not to install auto-

mated speed cameras in school zones.

The Jefferson City Council, with a 

5-0 vote on Oct. 28, postponed action 

on the item until its Nov. 18 work ses-

sion and then make a decision at its 

Nov. 25 voting meeting.

The postponement will allow the 

council time to meet with the city 

school board about the issue. It will also 

allow time for the city police depart-

ment to perform its own speed study 

and for public comments on the issue to 

be heard at its Nov. 18 meeting.

Jefferson police chief Joe Wirthman 

requested speed enforcement cameras 

at the council’s Oct. 14 meeting. The 

devices would detect speeding infrac-

tions in school zones and automatically 

cite violators. The state recently passed 

a law allowing such automated technol-

ogy to be placed in school zones.

A representative of Blue Line Solu-

tions, which provides speed cameras, 

attended the Oct. 14 meeting and ad-

dressed the council. Blue Line said it 

conducted a study in Jefferson which 

said 11,071 of 16,710 vehicles reached 

speeds 10 miles per hour over the speed 

limit in Jefferson’s three school zones.

If the city were to use Blue Line 

cameras, a two-year contract with the 

company is required to allow Blue Line 

to recoup its initial cost for installing 

the cameras. Blue Line would collect 

35 percent of revenue from paid fines 

generated from speed cameras with the 

other 65 percent going to the city.

Discussion of speed cameras con-

tinued at the Oct. 28 council meeting, 

though councilmen Malcolm Gramley 

and Don Kupis asked at the beginning 

of the meeting the issue be added to the 

agenda.

Mayor Steve Quinn had requested 

that the item be tabled until November 

to allow time to talk with the school 

board, but Gramley and Kupis want-

ed to continue discussing the issue at        

that meeting.

WANTS ANOTHER STUDY

Quinn stressed that the city should 

conduct its own study, apart from Blue 

Line’s, to determine the hours when 

speeding violations occur. He said traf-

fic is typically too congested during 

school drop-off and pick-up hours for 

motorists to speed.

“I want to see where all that speeding 

was happening,” Quinn said.

The city police department plans to 

conduct its own speed study for a four-

to-five-day period.

Councilman Mark Mobley said he’s 

heard both positive and negative feed-

back from citizens regarding speed 

cameras. Mobley, who said he’s in fa-

vor of speed cameras in school zones, 

said he wants to provide an opportunity 

for those citizens to voice their opinions 

before the council votes on the item.

“I’m with you guys,” he said. “I want 

to get this done. I want to have safety … 

What I want to do is make sure that we 

don’t rush this through without consid-

ering it when the public is giving a lot 

of feedback.”

Kupis spoke strongly in favor of 

speed cameras in school zones. He said 

the inconvenience of a ticket is far out-

weighed by the danger of speeding near 

children.

“If one of these people happened to, 

God forbid, that they hit a child, they’re 

going to have to live with that the rest of 

their lives,” Kupis said. “A ticket, they 

forget about in a month. But you don’t 

forget about hitting a child or killing a 

child or putting them in the hospital.”

For those concerned about being 

ticketed, Kupis said citations likely 

wouldn’t be issued to those not in ex-

cess of 10 mph over the speed limit.

“They’re actually giving us, from 

what I understand from what the (po-

lice) chief said two weeks ago was that 

he was going to give us a 10 mile-an-

hour (cushion),” Kupis said.

If the speed cameras are approved, a 

See Diana, page 2A

See Wreck, page 2A

See Commerce, page 2A

See BOC, page 9A

Jefferson may soon vote on school-zone speed cameras

See Jefferson, page 2A

Elections roil several towns across county

Jackson County authorities are seeking 

information on a vandalism incident at a 

local park that caused over $10,000 worth 

of damage.

According to a news release, the Jackson 

County Parks and Recreation Department 

Vandals cause 

substantial damage 

at Sell’s Mill Park

See Vandalism, page 2A

See Election, page 2A


