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The voter registration 

deadline for the Nov. 3 

general/special election 

will be Oct. 5. 

Voter registration appli-

cations are available at the 

Board of Elections and 

Registration office at 94 

Spring Lake Drive from 8 

a.m. to 5 p.m. Applications 

are also available at the 

Madison County Library, 

and can be downloaded 

from the Georgia Secretary 

of State Website at www.

sos.ga.gov or the BOER 

office website, www.mce-

lections.net.

People who have applied 

for voter registration at the 

Department of Drivers Ser-

Red Raiders 
get the win 
vs. Apalachee

— See Page 1B

Census taker 
frightened during 
call at home

— See Page 6A

Jada Smith (center) performs with the Madison County High School Band and Color Guard during half-
time of Madison County’s 21-10 victory over Apalachee Friday night. Also pictured in the backgroud are, 
Alisia Crump (left) and Breniyah Calloway (right). See Page 8B for more photos.  Zach Mitcham/staff

Halftime Show

Members of the Madison County Clean Power Coalition stand in front of a billboard protesting Georgia 
Renewable Power on Hwy. 72. Pictured (L-R) are Cheryl Adams, Alan Johnson, Gina Ward, Cindi Johnson, 
Drago Tesanovich, Ruth Ann Tesanovich and Dave Ramsey.

IDA 
approves
water line

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

A major water line will be 

put in the ground within the 

next year so that the county 

can pull more water from 

Franklin County into the 

southern portion of Madison 

County. 

The county industrial 

authority voted last week, 

with Pat Mahoney providing 

the lone “No” vote, to move 

forward with an approxi-

mate eight-mile water line 

project that will cost just 

over $2 million and be paid 

for with $1 million from 

an escrow account, which 

was arranged with Georgia 

Renewable Power (GRP) 

related to a separate water 

line, along with $180,000 in 

grant funds. Sales tax money 

approved by voters last year 

will be used and the IDA 

can also draw on an exist-

ing loan arrangement with 

the Georgia Environmental 

Finance Authority (GEFA). 

“This will allow the water 

system to work in a more 

north-south direction,” said 

IDA Executive Director 

Frank Ginn. 

The 12-inch line will tie 

on to the county system at 

the Reserve at Rogers Mill 

The 72-annual Madison County 

Agricultural Fair continues through 

Saturday, Sept. 26 at the Comer 

Fairgrounds. 

There are rides on the midway 

by The James Gang, concessions, 

arts and craft exhibits, community 

and vendor booths, nightly livestock 

shows, musical entertainment and 

nightly drawings for prizes. 

Gates open at 6 p.m. Admission is 

$5 at the entry gates (cash only) for 

ages 6 and up and ages 5 and under 

admitted free. 

Veterans are admitted free with 

Veterans ID. There are unlimited 

rides on the midway Thursday and 

during the Saturday Matinee for $15, 

while the cost for unlimited rides for 

Friday and Saturday evening is $20. 

The Saturday Matinee is held from 

noon to 4 p.m. Admission is $1. Ages 

15 and under get in for free. 

“Face masks are encouraged,” 

organizers said. “Hand sanitizing 

stations will be available. Come and 

enjoy.” 

Madison County Fair continues through Saturday

BOE to consider new phase of ABM agreement
By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

County school leaders have long 

aimed to keep energy costs down.

So the system has contracted for 

years with ABM Building Solutions 

for energy-efficiency and custodial 

services. 

Now, school board members will 

consider refinancing options in 

October that could free up some fund-

ing over the next two years to help 

offset any reductions in revenue allot-

ments from the state.

Board members agreed earlier this 

month to have ABM provide a “final 

facility survey, engineering analysis 

and final proposal” for a “Phase V 

Progam” of the agreement with the 

company. 

That new arrangement, which 

will include refinancing the existing 

plan that runs through 2032, will 

be discussed by the school board in 

October. 

The school system already con-

tracts with the company for custodi-

al services, which saves the system 

roughly $300,000 a year compared 

to hiring its own staff with benefits to 

handle custodial work. 

The refinancing arrangement would 

delay any janitorial or lease payments 

from the school system to ABM for 

two years. There would be no heating 

and air maintenance payments for 

two years. This would lead to approx-

imately $3 million in relief to the 

system’s general fund over the next 

two years. The system would resume 

its regular yearly payment to ABM 

with a $1.6 million payment in 2023. 

The system’s interest rate would be 

lowered, but the two years of janito-

rial cost delays would add to the total 

interest paid in the overall deal.

“This would help offset any shortfall 

we might have,” said school super-

intendent Michael Williams. School 

leaders anticipate potential revenue 

hits from the state in 2021-22.

See ‘BOE’ on 2A

See ‘Billboard’

 on 2A

MCCPC 
puts protest 
on billboard

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Local citizens angered 

by Georgia Renewable 

Power (GRP) in Colbert 

have taken their fight to the 

highway — or a billboard 

to be exact.

The Madison County 

Clean Power Coalition 

County residents 
can stil seek 
absentee ballots

By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

With concerns about 

the coronavirus pandem-

ic, it is estimated that 

nationwide there will be 

more voters than ever 

submitting their votes 

through the mail for this 

year’s general election. 

Those wishing to submit 

a request for a mail-in 

or absentee ballot should 

do so by contacting the 

local elections office in 

Danielsville. 

A b s e n t e e / m a i l - i n 

ballots are already 

being sent out, Tracy 

Dean, Chairperson of 

the Madison County 

Board of Elections and 

Registration, said this 

week. The state began 

mailing those ballots on 

Friday, Sept. 18. However, 

it is not too late to request 

a ballot by mail. 

“Those requests that we 

Voter 
registration 
deadline is 
October 5


