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Jefferson High School has a new principal.

Assistant principal Rob McFerrin was hired 

last week to replaces Brian Moore at JHS.

Moore will become assistant superintendent in 

the new school year.

McFerrin had previously been assistant princi-

pal and athletic director at Winder-Barrow High 

School before coming to Jefferson in 2019. Prior 

to that, he had been a teacher in the Gwinnett 

County School System.

McFerrin is the son of legendary football 

coach T. McFerrin who led the JHS Dragons to a 

state championship in 2012.

The system also has a new middle school prin-

cipal. Carol Ann Knight was named JMS princi-

pal in March to replace Melanie Sigler, who is 

retiring. Knight had been assistant principal at 

Jefferson Academy.

Samantha Barrett and Chrissy Joiner were 

named as assistant principals at JA at the April 

meeting of the Jefferson Board of Education.

Jessica Ferguson was named assistant princi-

pal at Jefferson Elementary School following the 

resignation of Carla Truelove.

OTHER PERSONNEL MOVES

In other personnel action, the BOE approved 

hiring the following teachers:

Former Commerce High School football coach 

Michael Brown at JHS; Erin Strickland, JES; 

Melinda Riley, JES; Maggie Britt, JES; Jean-

nie Beasley, JES; Sherry Booth, JA; Christine 

Walker, JMS; Walt Massey, JMS; Chantel Vacca, 

JMS; Krista Lord, JMS; Vikki Carter, JMS; Re-

bekah Adams, JHS; Jessica Copeland, JHS; Lau-

ren Patty, JHS; Diego Vacca, JHS; Kenos Lord, 

JMS parapro; and Devon Gales, JES parapro.

Transferrs from within the system include: 

Jade Spratling to JES counselor; Timbrlie McEv-

er from JA to JMS teacher; Bonnie Orr from JA 

to JES teacher; Janie sermons from JHS to JMS 

teacher; Carla Fowler from teacher to data man-

agement specialist; DeMaris Hooper from JHS 

teacher to MTSS/504 coordinator for JHS and 

JMS; Lori Alexander to K-12 gifted coordinator 

and MTSS/504 coordinator; and Connie Lynn to 

JES cafeteria manager.

The board also approved Melanie Stouden-

mire from part-time to full-time JES teacher; and 

accepted the resignations of Elizabeth McKen-

zie, Morgan Akin, Casey Nissenbaum and Adri-

an Dunegan.

McFerrin named JHS principal

McFerrin

Trash pickup fees will 

increase in Commerce af-

ter action by the city coun-

cil this week.

The Commerce City 

Council approved the 

move at its April 19 meet-

ing.

Waste Pro, the town’s 

sanitation service contrac-

tor, recently noted in a let-

ter to the city that the “cost 

of doing business” in-

creased significantly over 

the last year, resulting in 

the $0.84 increase.

Waste Pro said the con-

sumer price index has 

increased by 1.4%. That 

contributes to $0.14 cents 

of the overall proposed 

increase. The remaining 

$0.70 increase comes from 

hikes in disposal costs.

New monthly fees in-

clude $15.71 for residen-

tial roll-away cans; $20.54 

for small commercial cus-

tomers; and $20.03 for 

residential/commercial 

customers outside the city 

limits.

The increase will go into 

effect May 1.

OTHER APPROVED 

ITEMS

Other items approved at 

the council April 19 meet-

ing were:

•a conditional use re-

quest from Mack Garrison 

for 219 Allen Rd. The re-

quest would allow a tow-

ing lot on 2.17 acres. (The 

property was previously 

approved for a recycling 

facility, but that project 

was abandoned.) Repre-

sentatives for the project 

said at the recent planning 

commission meeting that 

they’d probably have a 

maximum of 25-30 vehi-

cles on the site at any point 

and cars would be moved 

out every 30 days.

•an amendment to a con-

tract with Bureau Veritas 

for residential inspections 

and erosion/sediment con-

trol inspections.

•amendments to the 

Georgia Municipal Asso-

ciation’s 401(a) defined 

contribution plan.

•a request for the sale of 

beer and wine at 614 South 

Broad St.

•road closures for a bike 

race planned May 2 in-

cluding Georgia Ave., Bill 

Anderson Blvd., Elm St., 

Oak St. and Little St.

Slight increase in trash fees approved in Commerce

The Commerce City Council presented a number of 

recognitions during its April 19 meeting. Among those 

recognized was Commerce City Council member Bobby 

Redmon (right), who received a Certificate of Achieve-

ment from the Georgia Municipal Association. Redmon 

received the honor for completing a certain number of 

training hours. He is pictured here with Mayor Clark Hill.

REDMON EARNS 

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT

The Commerce City Council presented a number of 

recognitions during its April 19 meeting. Among those 

recognized was Commerce City Council member Darren 

Owensby (right), who received a Certificate of Recogni-
tion from the Georgia Municipal Association. Ownesby 

received the honor for completing a certain number of 

training hours. Owensby is pictured with Mayor Clark 

Hill.

OWENSBY RECEIVES 

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION

The Commerce City Council issued a proclamation at its 

April 19 meeting declaring April as Safe Digging Month, 

encouraging contractors and residents to call 811 before 

digging to avoid accidents with utility lines. Mayor Clark 

Hill is shown (center) presenting the proclamation to city 

utility employees.

SAFE DIGGING MONTH

A Celebration of 

Life event for the late 

Coach Jack Keen will 

be held  Sunday, April 

25, starting at 2 p.m. 

at The Arena at Jeffer-

son High School. 

The day’s events 

will include the open-

ing of an exhibit 

highlighting Coach 

Keen’s life and career, 

the dedication of his 

classroom and a cere-

mony featuring mem-

ories told by people 

that Coach Keen in-

fluenced during his 

life.

A granite marker 

and plaque recog-

nizing Coach Keen’s 

lifetime of academic 

contributions will be 

placed at the school 

by the City of Jeffer-

son.

A video history 

project is underway 

that will give students, 

athletes and friends of 

Coach Keen oppor-

tunities to share their 

memories about him. 

Jack Nolan Keen 

passed away on July 

20, 2020. He spent 50 

years in education; 42 

of those years were at 

Jefferson High School 

as a teacher, coach, 

and mentor to thou-

sands of students.

Ceremony 

planned 

to honor 

Coach Keen

KEEN

Is Jackson County a hotspot of vaccine reluc-

tance?

That appears to be the case as the rate of Covid 

vaccinations has trended downward in the county 

over the past four weeks.

Last week, only 354 Jackson Countians received 

a vaccine compared to nearly 1,400 who got a shot 

in one week during the middle of March.

The downturn in vaccine administrations is re-

flected in the county’s lagging the state average. 

Only 20% of countians had received at least one 

dose of the vaccine this week compared to 32% 

statewide. Only 16% of countians are fully vacci-

nated compared to 20% statewide.

Although the overall numbers are low, a majority 

of older citizens in the county — those most at risk 

for serious illness or death — have been vaccinat-

ed.

Some 96% of those over age 85 in Jackson 

County have been vaccinated while 81% of those 

75-84 have gotten the vaccine.

But the rate of vaccinations drops off significant-

ly for those under the age of 65. A majority of those 

age 65-74 get vaccinated — 63%. But that drops 

by half, to 30.6%, for those ages 55-64.

The rates for those under age 54 are very low:

45-54 — 17.8%

35-44 — 15%

25-34 — 10%

20-24 — 9.2%

16-19 — 3%

Vaccine hesitancy during the current Covid pan-

demic has been an issue nationwide, especially in 

conservative and Republican strongholds. Polls 

have shown that a significant percentage of Repub-

lican voters — 35-45% in most polls — say they 

won’t get a vaccine shot.

In addition, there are pockets of resistance in 

some minority communities.

Doctors predict it will take getting the popula-

tion vaccinated at a rate of 60-90% for the nation 

to reach “herd immunity” where the virus will no 

longer pose a pandemic threat. But projections in-

dicate that the current vaccine push won’t reach 

that level.

That could mean that the virus continues to have 

a large pool of unvaccinated hosts from which to 

spread in the future.

The vaccine reluctance has been most pro-

nounced among men. Only 17.3% of men in Jack-

son County have been vaccinated compared to 

23.4% of women.

Although the rate of local deaths from the virus 

has slowed since reaching a peak in January and 

February, six people in Jackson County have died 

from the virus so far in April.

To date, 137 virus deaths have been confirmed in 

the county with 11 other suspected deaths. Around 

500 people have been hospitalized with complica-

tions from the virus.

Are countians mostly vaccine hesitant?

Around 10.5 miles of 

roads in Jackson County 

will get paved or repaved 

under a plan approved April 

10 by the Jackson County 

Board of Commissioners.

The BOC approved a sup-

plemental list of road pav-

ings in addition to a list it 

had approved earlier.

The largest project on the 

new list is the resurfacing 

of 4.47 miles of Deadwyler 

Rd. from Hwy. 82 to Hwy. 

52.

Also approved for re-

surfacing were portions 

of: County Farm Rd., I.W. 

Davis Rd., Griffeth Rd., 

Cabin Creek Circle, Nick 

Duck Rd., Cronic Circle, 

Ednaville Circle, and Merk 

Rd.

Dirt roads slated for pav-

ing (part or in full) are: 

Potts Rd., McCreery Rd., 

Christian Rd., Stoney Brook 

Lane, and Stark St.

The board also approved 

paving the parking lot area 

for the Pat Bell Conference 

Center at Hurricane Shoals.

OTHER ACTION

In other business, the 

BOC approved:

• alcohol licenses for 

Tree Frog Tavern and Grille 

at 55 Freedom Parkway, 

BOC approves more road paving across county

See Paving, page 2A


