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THREE DECADES OF BEST OF LOUDOUN

O

This is a contest determined by you, the
people, the masses. You cast the votes.
You create the issue. We take considerable measures to discount and toss out
“fake” or “mass-purchased” votes, so to
those hucksters out there — don’t try to
pull one over on us! If you’re displeased
with this year’s results, mark your calendars and rally the troops for next year’s
contest.
But for now, appreciate the dedication
of those included in these pages, and get
out and support the local people, places
and businesses that make Loudoun the
lovely, distinctive place we call home.

Trevor Baratko is the editor-in-chief
of the Loudoun Times-Mirror.
Times-Mirror/Alexander Todd Erkiletian

Downtown Leesburg won top billing in the Place to be Seen category and
second place in the Date Spot category.
“The ad reps and reporters sat around
in Market Station, where Leesburg Today
was, came up with the categories, and
then we ran the ballots in the newspapers,
and there were ballot boxes at different
locations all over town,” Otwell recalled.
“… The local businesses have always been
the fabric of this community.”
Mention of adult beverages may or
may not have been included in Otwell’s

remembrance.
Looking ahead, we hope this year’s
installment serves as both your guide and
your salute to local businesses and business owners. We also hope the 2019 Best
of Loudoun leads you somewhere new —
be it a scenic road, a charming date spot
or a stress-relieving masseuse.
We want to remind you this is not a
“critic’s choice” or “expert’s pick” section.

....

ur county tipped over a population milestone in the past
year, with more than 400,000
residents now calling Loudoun home.
Twenty years ago, that number was about
173,000. The growth is nothing short of
astounding.
With hundreds of new neighbors
moving in every month, we feel it’s part of
our duty as the community newspaper to
brief newcomers on the local businesses
that are beloved for their work, the prime
eateries that keep their regulars coming
back and the enchanting destinations
ideal for a sunny afternoon.
Which leads us here, to our annual
Best of Loudoun, a contest and publication that, like a fine Loudoun County petit
verdot, is only getting better with age.
Now in its third decade, Best of
Loudoun has grown right along with the
place it serves. This year’s contest saw a
record 56,000 people vote in the 233 categories that cover recreational opportunities, public servants, service providers and
so much more. In this year’s final round
of voting, more than 245,000 ballots
were cast.
The evolution is almost hard to believe, says Loudoun Times-Mirror Marketing Consultant Suzanne Otwell, who
recalls the early days of Best of Loudoun
in the 1990s.

