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“Our students were focused and

diligent in preparing for this

challenge, because they are pas-

sionate about becoming leaders

in cybersecurity.”

KEVIN SKADRON, 
chairman of the Computer Science Depart-

ment in UVA’s School of Engineering and Ap-

plied Science, speaking in Dulles. Page 6

“The victim, while quiet and re-

served, was courageous enough

to recognize what he was doing

and turn to her friend for help,

and together they have helped us

bring a child predator to justice.”

JOSHUA P. STEWARD,
assistant commonwealth’s attorney, 

on a case during which a gymnastics 

instructor abused a child. Page 11

NO. 4
FOR BIZ

CNBC has ranked Virginia as the
fourth best state in the nation for
doing business in its 2018 survey.
The commonwealth jumped three
spots from No. 7 in the 2017 ranking.

The top three states were Texas,
Washington and Utah, respectively.
Colorado rounded out the top five.
Rhode Island, Hawaii, West Vir-
ginia, Mississippi and Alaska were
Nos. 46-50.

“We welcome CNBC’s recognition
of our administration’s work to make
Virginia work better for families and
businesses in every corner of our com-
monwealth,” Gov. Ralph Northam (D)
said in a prepared statement. “This
upgraded ranking affirms our move to
make 21st-century workforce develop-
ment a cabinet-level priority and our
bipartisan agreement to streamline
regulatory requirements facing hard-
working Virginians.”

CNBC annually scores all 50
states on their business competitive-
ness. The methodology weighs 10
major categories based on analysis of
state’s economic development plans.

— Trevor Baratko

Movie star Gal Gadot surprised
children at a northern Virginia hospital
with a superpowered superhero mo-
ment: She visited them wearing her
iconic Amazonian armor costume from
the popular “Wonder Woman” film.

Gadot doled out hugs and autographs
Friday at Inova Children’s Hospital in Falls
Church. She posed for photos with pa-
tients and staffers, and those started pop-
ping up on social media over the weekend.

Sterling mother Kelly Sahady
posted photos of Gadot holding her 7-
month-old daughter and giving her a
kiss. Sahady told WUSA-TV her

daughter, Karalyne, is fighting an ag-
gressive form of pediatric cancer called
acute myeloid leukemia. Meeting
Gadot was a fun break, she said.

“When Wonder Woman (the REAL
Wonder Woman, Gal Gadot), comes to
visit, you take as many pictures as you
can!” Sahady wrote in a Facebook post
that garnered more than 800 likes and
300 shares as of Tuesday afternoon.

Crews have been shooting “Wonder
Woman 1984” in the Washington re-
gion in recent weeks.

— Associated Press 
and Times-Mirror Staff

DID YOU KNOW?

• Every day, 43 children are diag-
nosed with cancer.
• More than 40,000 children un-
dergo treatment for cancer each
year.
• The average cost of a stay in a
hospital for a child with cancer is

$40,000 per stay.
• In 2015, the National Cancer In-
stitute budget was $4.93 billion.
Childhood cancer received about
4 percent of that sum, or approxi-
mately $198 million.

Sources: Coalition Against Child-

hood Cancer and CureSearch

Libby Westphal, owner of 110%
FIT in Leesburg, was recently
crowned Mrs. Leesburg, and she'll
now compete for the title of Mrs. Vir-
ginia America at the Colonial Theater
in South Hill on March 22-23, 2019.

Westphal is a United States Air
Force Veteran, four-time cancer sur-
vivor, entrepreneur, mother and fit-
ness model who turned 50-years-old
last month. Competing for Mrs. Vir-
ginia America allows Westphal to
give back to community and to relay
her passion for assisting wounded
veterans, according to friends.

She was personally recruited to
volunteer at Boulder Crest Retreat
in Bluemont so she could share her
personal stories with Gold Star fam-
ilies and help them overcome adver-
sity and challenges.

“Being Mrs. Leesburg allows me
the rare opportunity to introduce
our small, unique community to the
rest of Virginia and beyond. Also, it
provides me a different platform to
give back and to tell my story,” West-
phal said in a prepared statement.

Beyond running her own fitness
studio, Westphal works with
Loudoun County Public Schools,
sharing the importance of fitness,
movement and eating well.

In 2013, Shape Magazine recog-
nized Westphal’s battle with cancer
during which she underwent three
months of IV chemotherapy and
nearly a dozen surgeries related to
her battle, which included weight
loss and knee problems.

Westphal will compete in three
categories during the Mrs. Virginia
America pageant: personal inter-
view, swimsuit and evening gown.
Contestants must be married and
live in the city or county they repre-
sent. The winner will receive a prize
package worth thousands of dollars,
and she will compete for the title of
Mrs. America in August 2019 in Las
Vegas.

GAL POWER

Wonder Woman woos local
baby battling cancer

Libby Westphal

MEET MRS.
LEESBURG


