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Town Crier Report

emolition crews last
week took down a
1920s-era, single-story

office building at 40 Main St.
in downtown Los Altos. In its
place will be something far big-
ger.

Construction is expected to
begin this week on a five-story,
mixed-use building totaling
nearly 35,000 square feet and 66
feet tall, a project that develop-
ers Ted and Jerry Sorensen were
cleared to build after success-
tully suing the city in 2019.

The city council at that time
had rejected the project as too
big, but new state housing laws
- specifically Senate Bill 35 - al-
lowed for the added density as
long as the Sorensens included
housing in the project.

Its website (40main.com)
touts “approvals via SB 35 for
a shovel ready 34,807 square-

Construction to start
on controversial
project at 40 Main St.

. HOWARD BISCOFF/TOWN CRIR
Crews begin demolishing the
old office building at 40 Main
St.in downtown Los Altos.

foot, mixed-use building with
15 residential units and 3,193
square feet of ground floor
commercial space on 6,997

See 40 MAIN, Page 4

Online Poll of the Week E[

Families enjoy activities at Saturday’s Apricot STEM (science, technology, engineering and
mathematics) Fair at the Los Altos History Museum. The event explores the history and cul-
ture of the Santa Clara Valley, particularly its agricultural past focused on apricots. Activi-
ties ranged from robotics, above and top left, to beekeeping and apricot cutting, top right.

— A

PHOTOS BY S.M. LIEU/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Here are the results of the latest poll: What part of
this year’s Los Altos Arts & Wine Festival did you
enjoy the most?

o The artists and the variety of quality art — 21.4%
o The entertainment - enjoyed the bands - 17.9%
o The food and drink - 10.7%

o All of it - loved the lively atmosphere - 25%

« I didn’t enjoy any of it — 25%

Waltch for more polls at losaltosonline.com.
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Around Town

Still running for their lives
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Loyalty.
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We are here to help you fulfill
your real estate dreams. Whether
buying or selling a home we will
guide and protect you every step
of the way.

Alice & Alicia Nuzzo
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650.947.2902
anuzzo@sereno.com
TeamNuzzo.com
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* 25+ years of award-winning Design + Build

BRUCE BARTON/TOWN CRIER
A small group of walkers meets Friday in downtown Los Altos, as they have every Friday since
Hamas took 251 hostages during an October 2023 attack on Israel. The group is part of a world-
wide “Run For Their Lives” movement aimed at bringing and maintaining awareness of the
hostages and their plight. The group’s focus is not political but humanitarian - they want to “bring
them (hostages) home” and reunite them with their families. At last count, approximately 20 hos-
tages remained in captivity. Another 146 have been rescued while 83 have been killed, according

to media reports. Los Altos is one of 22 California locations participating.
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News

Police Blotter

Drunk driver

July 19, 12:14 a.m.: Inter-
section of El Camino Real
and Monroe Drive, Los Altos

July 19, 2:22 a.m.: Inter-
section of North Shoreline
Boulevard and Terra Bella
Avenue, Mountain View

July 19, 2:54 a.m.: Inter-
section of north Highway 85
and West Fremont Avenue,
Mountain View

July 19, 10:49 p.m.: 1700
block of California Street,
Mountain View

July 20, 1:52 a.m.: In-
tersection of Villa and Oak
streets, Mountain View

Elder abuse

July 16, 11:29 a.m.: 500
block of Walker Drive,
Mountain View

July 17, 10:56 a.m.: 400
block of Sylvan Avenue,
Mountain View

July 18, 4:17 p.m.: 400
block of Stierlin Road,
Mountain View

Financial crime

July 16, 11:01 a.m.: 200
block of Pamela Drive,
Mountain View

July 18, 10:36 a.m.: 800
block of East Dana Street,
Mountain View

Grand theft

July 16, 2:21 p.m.: 200
block of Camille Court,
Mountain View

July 16, 3:41 p.m.: 400
block of Ortega Avenue,
Mountain View

July 18, 3:18 p.m.: 500
block of Showers Drive,
Mountain View

Identity theft

July 17, 1:52 p.m.: 2400
block of west El Camino
Real, Mountain View

Residential
burglary

July 18, 5:39 a.m.: 200
block of Sierra Vista Avenue,
Mountain View

July 18, 8:08 p.m.: 300
block of Church Street,
Mountain View

July 18, 8:09 p.m.: 1200
block of Pear Avenue, Moun-
tain View

— Christina Casillas

Former LAH mayor Harpootlian was advocate for transparency

Town Crier Report

ormer Los Altos Hills Mayor John
FHarpootlian, who served on the Los

Altos Hills City Council for four years,
died July 13 during recovery from heart sur-
gery. Harpootlian was 81.

Harpootlian, a 6-year member of the
town’s planning commission, was elected to
council in 2012 and served until 2016.

The engineer wrote his own obituary, in
which he shared his professional and commu-
nity resume.

Born in 1943 in New Rochelle, New York,
Harpootlian attended New Rochelle High
School, Stevens Institute of Technology, and
Brandeis University, graduating with a mas-
ter’s degree.

After moving to the Bay Area in 1969,
he began working as a software engineer at
Hewlett-Packard where he developed com-
puter products for nuclear medicine diagnosis

using the Anger Gamma
Camera in 1974. He later
worked at the Electromag-
netic Systems Laboratory,
which merged with TRW.
He retired after more than
25 years developing com-

puter-based equipment for
medical, military, and pri-
vate research applications.

Harpootlian and his wife, Dororthy
“Duffy” Price, moved to Los Altos Hills in
1978.

Beginning in the early 1990s, Harpoot-
lian became involved in community work in
Los Altos Hills. In addition to his council and
commission work, he also chaired the 60th
anniversary of the incorporation of Los Altos
Hills.

Harpootlian was an advocate for govern-
ment accessibility and transparency. He

Harpootlian

began videotaping Los Altos Hills council
meetings in 2002 and posting them online for
viewing by local residents.

“It was my belief then, and is now, that
transparency of town council meetings pro-
vides better government and improves the re-
lationship with its citizens,” Harpootlian told
the Town Crier in 2012.

Harpootlian was an avid bridge player and
earned the rank of Ruby Life Master.

He is survived by Price and his sister, Lin-
da Matz.

City Manager Peter Pirnejad said Mon-
day’s (July 21) council meeting was adjourned
in memory of Harpootlian.

He will be interred in New Rochelle, New
York, at the Armenian family Cedar Grove
gravesite near his parents in Flushing, New
York.

Price said a future memorial will be
planned.

Town Crier Report

ccess to the Ste-
vens Creek Trail in
ountain View has

been partially closed from
7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday since the
beginning of June, and in
the upcoming months, the
closures are expected to be
much more drastic.

Currently, during crew
work times, the trail is nar-
rowed. But the trail is sched-
uled to be completely inac-
cessible from July 28 to Aug.
1, Sept. 2 to Sept. 15, and
Sept. 29 to Oct. 3.

Crews continue the con-
struction of a pedestrian and
bicyclist bridge connecting
the Stevens Creek Trail to
Moffett Boulevard through
the 750 Ameswell develop-
ment site, according to a city
of Mountain View press re-
lease.

Detour signs will be post-
ed at the La Avenida and
Moffett Boulevard trail en-
trances during the closures,
according to the release.

While the dates are sub-
ject to change, construction
of the bridge is expected to
be completed in October.

Pedestrian hridge installation work
prompts trail detours in Mtn. View

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW
A map overview shows the locations of detours as Stevens
Creek Trail closures are planned beginning next week. Clo-
sures also are planned in September and October.

40 MAIN

From Page 1

square feet. Zoning allows of-
fice or retail.”

SB 35, enacted in 2017,
streamlines the approval pro-
cess for multi-family housing
developments, its aim to to in-
centivize and accelerate hous-
ing production.

The Sorensens collected
nearly $500,000 in attorneys’
fees from the city after winning
their lawsuit. The brothers then
went after the city for another
$4 million in damages but were
rejected in court.

The brothers’ attempts to
build on the site go back 18 years
to 2007, when the Sorensens
first presented plans for a three-
story office building totaling
more than 16,000 square feet
and 45 feet high. Ron and Von
Packard, whose office building
at 4 Main St. is next door to the
Sorensens’ property, opposed
the project as too big and not
providing enough parking.

The city council agreed, de-
nying plans. Then in 2019, the
Sorensens took advantage of
state laws that overrode local
zoning restrictions.

City officials at one point of-
fered a compromise proposal to
reduce the project to four sto-
ries. But the Sorensens chose
to proceed with the five-story
project.

Ted Sorensen confirmed in
an email to the Town Crier that
construction could begin as
soon as this week.

Page 4 | Los Altos Town Crier | July 23, 2025



News

Valley Water to embark on 2-year fish
habitat creek project in Mtn. View

N 0
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COURTESY OF VALLEY WATER

An inset view of the project shows locations of the work, grading, staging and Stevens Creek Trail

access.
Town Crier Staff Report

ork is scheduled to
begin next month
on a project de-

signed to improve fish habitat
along Stevens Creek in Moun-
tain View. The work will likely
result in detours for a section of
the Stevens Creek Trail.

The Valley Water project
area involves a 650-foot stretch
of the creek from just upstream
of Evelyn Avenue to down-
stream of Central Expressway.
The project crosses under five
bridges, including Evelyn Av-
enue, Caltrain and VTA tracks,
and east and west Central Ex-
pressway.

Valley Water officials held a
pre-construction meeting July
16 detailing what will be an es-
timated two-year project.

“This project reach of Ste-
ven Creek is a deeply eroded
creek with very steep banks,”
said Denis Ruttenberg, project
manager, at the meeting. “The
creek is actually located, or
vertically located, 15 to 20 feet
below the adjacent grade where
the (Stevens Creek Trail) bike
trail is.”

“Stevens Creek is more than
a waterway, as you all know,
it’s a lifeline for wildlife and a
service resource for our com-
munity,” said Tony Estremera,
board president for Valley Wa-

ter (formerly the Santa Clara
Valley Water District). “But in
Mountain View, the stretch of
creek between the Evelyn Av-
enue and Central Expressway
bridges has long been hindered
by barriers that blocked fish
from migrating to the upstream
spawning habitats. By connect-
ing Stevens Creek’s natural
pathways, this project supports
Central California coast steel-
head fish migration, restores
ecological balance and protects
the vital community resource.”

Ruttenberg said the goal is
to create better access for the
Central California coast steel-
head, considered a threatened
species by federal fishery agen-
cies.

“The proposed solution that
we have here is to put in a na-
ture-like channel, otherwise
called a roughened channel,”
Ruttenberg said. “This project
will be installing large (1- to
3-ton) boulders and native red-
wood trees that were naturally
salvaged to simulate a natural
creek condition and to create
habitat.”

The construction caps proj-
ect preparation going back to
2022. Valley Water still needs
to obtain final permits from
Mountain View, Caltrain and
Santa Clara County.

“It’s a large project, so over
the summers of 2025 and 2026,

were planning construction
to comply with the regulatory
permits. We're only allowed to
be in the creek from June 15 to
October 15 of each year,” Rut-
tenberg said. “It’s typically dry
during the summer, so were
avoiding the rainy season.

“After 2026 when the project
is completed, the Valley Water
staff will evaluate the creek af-
ter the winter flows, and deter-
mine if we need to do any kind
of follow up maintenance.”

Ruttenberg estimated 7,000
tons of boulders would be
trucked in for the project, and
a large excavator would be used
to place the boulders. Addi-
tional materials used would be
cobble and gravel.

“Placement of the trees and
root wads will provide resting
spots for fish,” he said.

The project also includes
slope stabilization work and
a replacement of a boulder
weir upstream of Evelyn Av-
enue. Ruttenberg said the weir,
placed in 2015, has degraded
over time.

The project will have at least
two access points and stag-
ing areas, one in a city-owned
lot along Evelyn, the other
on Central Avenue. The con-
tractor is required to submit a
traffic management plan to the

See CREEK, Page 6
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News

Backers zeroing in on fundraising group for new theater

Town Crier Staff Report

ork on building a

new Los Altos per-

forming arts center

has been quietly progressing

since the city council in April

allocated $300,000 for a pro-
fessional fundraising group.

The New Performing Arts

Center Steering Commit-

tee has held several meetings
with fundraising organizations
in the past two months, said
Vicki Reeder. The former pres-
ident of the Los Altos Stage
Company has been the lead-
ing advocate for placing a the-
ater downtown. The targeted
location, as outlined in a 2018
Downtown Visioning Plan, is
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behind Main Street, the plaza
closest to Walgreens, between
Second and Third streets.

The steering committee is
“closing in on finding an ap-
propriate group to work with,”
Reeder said. “We have pro-
vided these groups with the
past two feasibility studies and
their appendices to give them a
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clearer picture of the previous
work so that they can build on
it. Several firms have expressed
interest in supporting this proj-
ect.”

The steering committee
meets weekly, Reeder said, and
she expects that “by the end of
July we will have made an offer
to a fundraising organization
and started planning a capital
campaign.”

Advocates are envisioning
a 25,000-square-foot, 160-seat
performing arts center that
could have multiple uses -
from theater productions, to
lectures, concerts and other
activities. Such a project is pro-
jected to cost $25 million at a
minimum, but supporters are
confident most of the money
can be raised privately.

Theater backers have asked
the council for $5 million in
city funding, to which the
council is yet to commit. The
council resolution passed April
8 noted that backers must pro-
vide an analysis “of how a city
contribution towards the proj-
ect ... would be best received in
this process.”

The current steering com-
mittee comprises a mem-
ber of the city, the Los Altos
Mountain View Community

Foundation (which is handling
donations) and the Los Altos

Stage Company.
Under current plans, the
steering committee would

work with the professional
fundraisers to form a “capital
campaign cabinet,” according
to a city staff report from April.
“The cabinet will comprise in-
dividuals from the community,
Los Altos Stage Company and
philanthropic community who
are donors themselves that will
work to support the initiatives
and concepts presented with
the goal to solicit donations di-
rectly from other prospective
donors.”

Council members acknowl-
edged the risk of investing
$300,000 toward a performing
arts center plan that has not
yet seen major donors step for-
ward. However, members felt
the timing was right to pursue
the theater in the wake of other
imminent downtown develop-
ment, including an affordable
housing project eyed for park-
ing plazas located between
First and Third Streets, and
Edith Avenue and State Street.

Theater supporters are
asked to return to the city
council, in this case, next April,
with an update on progress.

CREEK

From Page 5

city before work can begin.

Public comment at the
meeting included concerns
about impacts on trees and
the issue of fish passage dur-
ing the construction process.
Valley Water officials said they
have planned for fish impacts
and expect minimal impact on
trees.

Rebecca Eisenberg, Valley
Water board member for Dis-
trict 7 (including the Los Altos
area), said “nature based solu-
tions” would be preferable to
the current plans.

“Imagine if instead of haul-
ing in a bunch of boulders,
you’re planting some trees,” she
said.

Ruttenberg said construc-
tion crews would likely have to
access Stevens Creek Trail dur-
ing the course of work, with
any trail closures to be deter-
mined by the city.

Valley Water officials also
plan on dust control and moni-
toring noise vibrations. Con-
struction work will be 7:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Mondays through Fri-
days.

Ruttenberg estimated work
beginning in early to mid-Au-
gust.

Read both print and online
editions of the Town Crier

id you know that some features on losaltosonline.com
do not appear in the print edition and that some items
in print do not appear online? That’s why you need to
read both. Don’t miss out on all the news about your commu-

nity.



News

Get around: RideCare Program reimburses local seniors for local trips

By Christina Casillas

Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com

ust six years after the city of Los

Altos staff created the RideCare

Program, officials are still encour-

aging Los Altos and Los Altos Hills

residents over the age of 50 to take
advantage of the useful yet substantially
underutilized service.

The RideCare Program, started July
1, 2019, provides financial reimburse-
ments for select ride-hailing service
trips to residents who are part of the
Los Altos Parks and Recreation Adult
50+ Program. The goal of the program
was to increase the mobility of seniors,
said Manny Hernandez, Los Altos Parks
and Recreation Director.

The program, a point of pride for the
city, reimburses seniors for rideshare
rides limited to the confines of Los Al-
tos, Los Altos Hills and local medical fa-
cilities. It covers the cost of rides (and a
$3 gratuity) beginning and ending with-
in the city of Los Altos; town of Los Al-
tos Hills; El Camino Hospital Complex-
es along Solace Place and North, South
and Hospital drives; Kaiser locations
in Mountain View (555 Castro St.) and
Santa Clara (along Lawrence Express-

2350 CALLE DE LUNA,

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS
The city of Los Altos is working with
Lyft to provide free rides for seniors.

way and Homestead Road); Satellite
Healthcare, 247 El Camino Real; Palo
Alto Medical Foundation locations in
Mountain View, Palo Alto and Sunny-
vale; the Palo Alto VA Hospital and all
other VA facilities along Miranda Av-
enue and Loop Road; Stanford Hospital
and associated facilities along Pasteur
and Blake Wilbur drives and Quarry
Road.

Initially, the city was interested in
partnerships, Hernandez said. In the
years leading up to the start of the pro-
gram, staff eyed preexisting services,
like El Camino Health’s now defunct
RoadRunner’s Program, which at the

Il RCFE #435202961

=

SANTA CLARA,

CA 95054

time had a team of volunteers who
would drive seniors to and from medical
appointments.

But when it became clear that in-
tegrating with a pre-existing service
wasn’t the smoothest option, Hernan-
dez said the Community Service De-
partment (now Parks and Recreation)
set out to develop its own program.

“The Community Service Depart-
ment decided to kind of brainstorm
ideas for this transportation process that
would be reasonable,” he said in a phone
call. “Some of the things that we took
into account are staff bandwidth and
how much work budget to set aside. We
were looking at at how much work that
staff would have to put into city staff to
manage this program.”

While staff initially floated the idea of
securing grants for a city-owned vehicle
or senior busses or vans, Hernandez said
it “didn’t seem reasonable,” especially
with such a small department. At the
time of the program’s creation, the de-
partment included eight staff members,
and since then it hasn’t grown much.

City staff were initially interested in a
program that would allow Uber or Lyft
- two rideshare companies that the Ri-
deCare Program reimburses residents

teCor—e -

for - to charge the city directly when a
senior resident enrolled in the Los Altos
Parks and Recreation Adult 50+ Pro-
gram took one of the coverable trips, but
they soon found it wasn’t possible.

The current setup was the next best
option.

“We really tried to turn over every
rock looking for a program that would
make our seniors more mobile within
the city,” he said. “So that’s when we de-
cided to come up with this program.”

Only a handful of residents used the
service the first year it was available,
Hernandez said, but since 2019, the
number has ballooned.

“We’ve made modifications over the
years to definitely make it useful for se-
niors. ... We think that it’s been pretty
good for our seniors and for the city and
for businesses, too,” he said. “We see a
lot of seniors utilizing that to get down-
town, to get to stores and stuff like that.”

In 2024, 41 different seniors used the
program, up from 40 in 2023, Hernan-
dez said. While there is no cap of how
many rides one resident can be reim-
bursed for in a year, he said the city has
considered implementing either a ride
or spending limit - nothing has been
implemented yet.

At Ellore, we delight in providing care designed around you,
with service that anticipates your every need. With on-site
primary and specialized care seamlessly coordinated by our
dedicated team, you're free to focus on what matters most.
From scheduling appointments to managing prescriptions, we
? take care of the details, so you can simply enjoy the moments

that make life meaningful.

NOW OPEN -

NOW LEASING
ASSISTED LIVING - MEMORY CARE
Tour today to experience the Ellore difference.
Call 669.200.6286 or scan the QR code.

ELLORESENIORLIVING.COM
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Editorial
Do huildings define a village?

ast week’s demolition of a small 1920s-era building at 40

Main St. was yet another reminder of a Los Altos down-

town undergoing major changes - changes that chal-
lenge the notion of the downtown as a “village.”

Think back to 2007, when developers Ted and Jerry So-
rensen initially proposed a three-story office building at the
site. Three stories downtown still prompted reactions akin to
the world coming to an end.

The Sorensens’ fight to build dragged on for years, trig-
gering lawsuits with the city and incurring the wrath of local
preservationists. As late as 2018, they were still trying to get a
three-story project approved.

Then state legislators, desperate to address the ongoing
jobs-housing imbalance, forced zoning changes on cities that
allowed for high-density housing - even in low-density en-
claves like Los Altos.

The Sorensens’ plans changed from 3-stories and 16,000
square feet to five-stories and nearly 30,000 square feet. The
new housing laws neutered the city’s ability to have any say in
the matter.

Construction on the new mixed-use project at 40 Main
could begin as early as this week.

Times have changed. Work will begin at a time when there
are several multi-story condos lining First Street. Parking pla-
zas 7 and 8 are being eyed for affordable housing. Plazas 1 and
2 are due for conversion to a park and, possibly, a performing
arts center.

The outrage from 18 years ago has become a collective sigh
among those who wanted to keep downtown the way it was.
Some just moved out or moved on. The newcomers who don’t
know the history wonder what the fuss was about.

As for the “village?” If one associates village with building
sizes alone, perhaps it’s time for a new name. On the other
hand, doesn’t village also connote a friendly spirit, where peo-
ple know each other, and feel comfortable and secure? Where
events like First Fridays and the pet parade bring people to-
gether for a little fun? That “village” is still with us.
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Learning a new language worth sharing

By Laura Fay

learned Spanish back

in high school and was

fortunate to get immersed
in the language while tak-
ing care of children. Initially,
I'struggled to converse and
made lots of errors but, unlike
adults, the children were never
shy to correct me, sometimes
even ridiculing me for silly
mistakes. It felt really great to
connect in another language.

I'loved how words revealed
a culture, especially when
expressions didn’t have a
direct translation in my own
language.

These days, my Spanish is
pretty rusty. So, I love to prac-
tice when I can.

Recently at the deli counter
in a Mexican market I tried
“iHola! ;Puede mostrarme
qué tipos de queso tiene?” The

Other Voices

employee paused a moment
and said, “Everything we have
is here,” as she pointed to the
display case, her tone polite
but firm. My heart sank just a
little bit.

This happened repeatedly.
Every attempt at my speak-
ing Spanish was met with an
immediate switch to English.
Each time, I felt a pang of
disappointment. I wanted the
resistance, the challenge, the
stumbling through a sentence
and eventually the satisfaction
of getting it right.

More recently, when I
had a question for a produce
clerk at my local supermarket
and it was apparent that he
had trouble understanding
me, I switched to Spanish. It

seemed like he was grateful
for the accommodation. I'd
wanted to put him at ease and
I now understood that perhaps
others were just trying to do
the same for me.

I was encouraged to keep
trying. When I did, the vendor
at my nearby farmers market
asked me if I'd like to continue
the conversation in English
or Spanish. As we chatted,
we found ourselves switching
language back and forth dur-
ing the conversation, smiling
as we parted ways. It felt good.
We’d connected on a level
footing and I like to think that
we both improved our lan-
guage skills just a little bit that
day.

Laura Fay is a retired tech-
nology industry executive,
writer and environmental ac-
tivist. She lives in Los Altos.

Letters to the Editor

he Town Crier welcomes letters to the editor on current events pertinent to Los Altos, Los Altos
Hills and Mountain View. Drop us a line at 138 Main St., Los Altos 94022, Attn: Editor, or email
letters to bruceb@latc.com. Because editorial space is limited, please confine letters to no more
than 200 words. Include a phone number for verification purposes. Anonymous letters will not be printed.
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Quirky trolls come to visit the tailored grounds of Peninsula mansion

By Robin Chapman

what to expect when you

hear that sculptures of gi-
ant trolls have been installed
within the manicured grounds
of the century-old mansion
Filoli, a bucolic California His-
toric Landmark in Woodside,
listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.

The beautiful Bourn-Roth
estate — as Filoli is also known
- with its fascinating history
and its world-class landscap-
ing, has been open to the pub-
lic since its last owner donated
the property to the National
Trust in the 20th century. It is
well known for its seasonal ro-
tation of blooms, its quiet good
taste, and - in past years at any
rate — its cadre of volunteers,
many from the ranks of retired
professionals in Los Altos,
Mountain View and Palo Alto.

Prepare to be amazed at the

It is difficult to know quite

Santa Clara
Valley Lives

changes.

The Thomas Dambo trolls
have brought a sensation to
Filoli. Six of the giants are now
installed along Filoli’s Califor-
nia Loop Trail, not far behind
the house and up a slight
incline amidst the dusty Cali-
fornia landscape of chaparral
and oaks. In a walk of about a
mile, visitors can see the trolls
and read their stories. They are
between 12 feet and 20 feet in
height, each has been given a
quirky name, and each is made
of reclaimed wood and other
recycled material. This speaks
to the theme of the exhibit:
“Trolls: Save the Humans,” an
installation highlighting envi-
ronmental preservation. It has
been a big draw.

On a recent Friday after-

PHOTOS BY ROBIN CHAPMAN

This Thomas Dambo troll, called Rosa Sunfinger, is about a half-
mile into the troll walk along the California Loop Trail at Filoli,
where there are now five other giant trolls on exhibit.

noon, the main Filoli parking
lot was filled and two addi-
tional lots had been set aside
to handle the overflow. There
was a line of customers at the
popular Quail Café - though

it did move quickly - and the
grounds were filled by families
with children. I have never
seen so many young people at
Filoli.

The installation artist

Thomas Dambo is now quite
famous for his trolls. He has
more than a hundred of them
placed across the globe, from
the Pacific Northwest to the

| western coast of Australia.

There’s even one in Solvang,
California, at the California
Nature Art Museum. Solvang,
being a Danish-themed town,
is well-suited to the artist, who
is from Denmark.

My cousin in Portland,
Oregon, first alerted me to the
Filoli exhibit after she learned
Dambo’s story from a giant
troll installed in her region.
Well, from the news reports up
there, anyway.

The artist gives names to his
characters and each one has a
mission. From Sofus Lotus, the
listening troll (“He was the first
one to notice that something
was wrong with the rhythm of
nature ...”), to Basse Buller, the
painting troll (“He makes his

See TROLLS, Page 10
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« Skip the wait and high costs. Shockwave therapy targets the injury directly, saving you time and money.

Sports Injuries Slowing You Down? We’ll Get You Back in the Game—Fast
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« Stay in motion. You can return to practice, workouts, or daily activity right after treatment—no rest required.

When combined, these three powerful therapies speed recovery and deliver lasting relief.

« EMTT for deep tissue healing
- Radial Shockwave for circulation and scar tissue
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DIANA’S PROFESSIONAL
HOUSECLEANING

Family business with experienced, reliable
and dependable professionals.
Low rates with great Los Altos references.

CALL CRISTINA TODAY!
(408) 806-1415 or (408) 578-5489

License# 447435

Cafe|Vitale

TRADITIONAt ITALIAN CUISINE

Mangia bene, stai bene! Eat well, stay well!

Looking to host
an event?
We offer private and semi-
private spaces ideal for
| birthdays, anniversaries, and
corporate gatherings.

Call now to reserve your table
or book your next event!

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Live Piano Music
July 25
Italian Nights
Featuring Benito Rossetti
and his accordion -
August 3

X9 Call us today to reserve your table! Reservations are recommended. >Z°
~ FULL-SERVICE BAR, INDOOR AND OUTDOOR DINING AVAILABLE ~

LUNCH DINNER
Mon - Fri 11AM -2PM Mon - Fri 5pm-9prM
Sat & Sun 12pM - 3pPMm Sat & Sun 3pM - 9PM

See our full menu at www.cafevitale.com
650-559-1500 | 987 Fremont Avenue, Los Altos

CITY OF LOS ALTOS

CONCERTyJ/SERIES

A FAMILY & PICNIC-FRIENDLY EVENT
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For more info, visit
LosAltosRecreation.org
or call (650) 947-2790
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Grantees benefit from Rotary’s
Fine Art in the Park fundraiser

By Ron Stefani

Special to the Town Crier

he Rotary Club of Los
Altos will present its
50th year of Fine Art

in the Park in Lincoln Park
on Saturday Aug. 9 and Sun-
day Aug. 10 from 10 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. This popular show
features outstanding artwork,
jewelry, clothing, photogra-
phy, food, music and great fun.

But more than that, the
proceeds from last year’s 2024
Fine Art in the Park gave cash
grants to a wide range of Los
Altos Rotary’s local and inter-
national charities. This cycle of
giving will continue after pro-
ceeds from the 2025 show are
distributed to worthy benefi-
ciaries.

Some of Los Altos Rotary’s
2024 local grantees included
the following.

¢ Avenidas: to support its
popular programs for seniors,
especially for disadvantaged
seniors who need support with
rent, medications and caregiv-
ing.

e Camp Kaleidoscope: to
provide a weeklong summer
camp for children whose par-
ents suffer from cancer.

o The Day Worker Center
of Mountain View: to provide
healthy meals for low-income
seniors.

e KARA: to support Camp
Kara for children who have ex-
perienced the death of a family
member.

« The Los Altos History Mu-
seum: to support their program
to transcribe and archive the
museum’s oral histories.

 The Los Altos Stage Com-
pany: to fund youth theater and
musicals.

« Jasper Ridge Farm: to pro-
vide animal-assisted therapy

Proceeds from the Rotary Club of Los Altos’ Fine Art in the
Park, above, benefit a host of nonprofit groups.

50th Rotary Club
of Los Altos Fine
Art in the Park

When: 10 a.m. to 5:30
p-m. Aug. 9 and 10

Where: Lincoln Park,
199 University Ave.,
Los Altos

Information:
rotaryartshow.com
losaltosrotary.com

to aid veterans with PTSD and
other emotional injuries.

« Pacific Hearing Connec-
tion: to purchase equipment
for and provide mobile hearing
services to homeless and low-
income seniors.

e The Community School of
Music and Arts: to provide free
community concerts.

The Los Altos Rotary Club
also partners with interna-
tional Rotary clubs and Rotary
International to make grants
to international beneficiaries,
such as these:

 The Karat School in Ivory
Coast, Africa concurrently ed-
ucates girls at the Karat School
and trains their mothers to be-
come entrepreneurial, finan-
cially independent farmers.
These programs have raised
the skills and status of girls and
women in a patriarchal culture.

e Save a Girl, part of The
Global Uplift Project found-
ed by former Los Altos High
School teacher Robert Free-
man, aims to keep adolescent
girls in school in Kenya, Tanza-
nia and Uganda.

e In an Iraqi village, dis-
placed Yezidie girls participate
in breeding and selling a vari-
ety of poultry. The proceeds
allow girls to attend school and
feed themselves and other vil-
lagers.

Community members are
encouraged to attend this year’s
Fine Art in the Park, where
they can purchase wonderful
art items, enjoy good food and
entertainment, and feel con-
fident about supporting good
causes.

For more information, visit
rotaryartshow.com and losal-
tosrotary.com.

TROLLS

From Page 9

marks with stones, leaves, sticks, or anything he
can find ...”), each troll story is revealed both in
signage and in a tableau along the trail. One of
the most colorful is Ibbi Pip, the birdhouse troll
(“She is a friend to all animals ...”) who carries a
backpack filled with brightly painted birdhous-
es, which are installed high up in the nearby

trees.

There is much more about all this you will
learn when you visit: Maps include a QR code
with more on the trolls’ stories. The California

Loop Trail is easy for people who are good

walkers, but could be more difficult for parents
with strollers and might not be suitable for the
walking challenged. But there are lots of other

real estate.

paved paths around the Filoli gardens, where
the Dambo installation will continue to brighten
the estate until Nov. 10, 2025. After that, it ap-
pears one of the trolls will make his home there,
which suggests the trolls — in addition to being
conservationists — also have excellent taste in

Robin Chapman is a longtime journalist, a
Los Altos native, and the author of three books
about California.
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Los Altos History Museum introduces new board members

Town Crier Report

ormer Mountain View mayor
FMike Kasperzak has joined the

Los Altos History Museum’s
Board of Directors for a three-year term
beginning July 1.

With more than 25 years of experi-
ence in business, law and public service,
Kasperzak brings a wealth of leadership
expertise. He has held prominent roles
with the League of California Cities,
National League of Cities and various
regional boards and commissions.

A well-connected community leader,
he is active with several organizations
including the Los Altos Stage Company
and the Mountain View Chamber of
Commerce.

Kasperzak earned his Juris Doctor
from Hastings College of the Law and a
Bachelor of Arts from Lewis and Clark
College.

“‘I'm delighted to welcome Mike
to the museum’s board,” said Jennifer
Springer, chairperson of the nominat-
ing committee. “His deep connection
with the city of Mountain View and ex-
tensive legal and civic background offer
valuable insight. We look forward to his
contributions to our mission and gover-
nance.”

Also joining in a leadership role is
Riya Srivastava, appointed as the mu-
seum’s new youth representative.

A junior at Pinewood High School
and a dedicated teen docent for the past
two years, Riya is recognized by her

L

Kasperzak Srivastava

school and peers for her commitment
to service. In addition to her volunteer
work, she is a student-athlete who com-
petes in soccer.

“Including youth voices is essential
as we work to make our programs more
relevant and impactful for younger audi-
ences,” Springer said. “Riya brings first-

hand knowledge of our teen program-
ming and a strong understanding of her
generation’s interests. Her insight will
be a tremendous asset in shaping future
programs.”

The museum’s 2025-2026 executive
committee of the board of directors in-
cludes: president, Kuljeet Kalkat; first
vice president, Margo Horn; second
vice president, Wayne Hooper; trea-
surer, Jay Thomas; secretary, Rebecca
Lowell; past president, Vicki Holman.

The museum expresses their appreci-
ation for the outstanding service of out-
going youth representative Sophie Filer.

To view the full list of current board
members, visit losaltoshistory.org/
board.

community
Briefs

Del Monte block
party returns

The Del Monte Avenue
Neighborhood Block Party re-
turns this Aug. 10, bringing
together residents from Car-
mel Avenue, Carmel Court, Del
Monte Avenue, Pasa Robles Av-
enue, West Portola Avenue and
Pleasant Way.

“The event aims to strengthen
community ties and offer a joy-
ful, local celebration for neigh-

bors of all ages,” said Robin
Bantz, who is a block party or-
ganizer along with her husband,
Paul.

In addition to a potluck pic-
nic, games and visits from lo-
cal fire and police departments,
activities will include displays
of historical stories and vintage
neighborhood maps mounted
on poster boards. The event is for
neighborhood residents only.

National Night Out
comes to Los Altos

Los Altos police officers are
participating in the annual Na-
tional Night Out, scheduled

6-9 p.m. Aug. 5 at the Los Altos
Community Center.

Activities will include drone
demonstrations, police car and
motorcycle displays.

The event is designed to
strengthen  police-community
relations, heighten crime and
drug prevention awareness, and
generate support in local anti-
crime efforts.

Officers will be making brief
visits at participating neighbor-
hoods.

To participate or for more
information, contact Angela Al-
varado at aalvarado@losaltosca.

gov.

You can't predict the
future, so plan for it.

Suite 1B
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Financial Advisor
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community

Unite for good: War crimes
ambassador addresses Rotary club

By Marlene Cowan
Special to the Town Crier

eth Van Schaack put a
B face on the U.S. govern-

ment’s efforts to prevent
and respond to the inhumane
violence that we see in the
nightly news. As ambassador-
at-large leading the State De-
partment’s Office of Global
Criminal Justice, she has spent
years working toward justice
and the prevention of war
crimes and other atrocities.
President Joe Biden nominated
her for this post in 2021.

As a young student, this war
crimes ambassador had ben-
efitted from Rotary’s support
as an ambassadorial scholar,
spending a year in Kenya work-
ing on women’s rights. Rotary
International’s theme for 2025-
2026 is importantly “Unite For
Good.” She discussed her expe-
rience with the Rotary Club of
Los Altos July 10.

Van Schaack, a Los Altos
resident, led American efforts
to develop global criminal jus-
tice in numerous areas of con-
flict around the world, focusing
on Uganda, Ukraine, Syria, The
Gambia and beyond. One of her
presentation slides showed her

COURTESY OF BETH VAN SCHAACK

Van Schaack

reporting on ABC World News:
“Breaking news - U.S.: Russia
Committing War Crimes, Cit-
ing Russian Attacks on Hospi-
tals and Schools.”

She described the United
States’ contributions to the
formal meeting of lawyers rep-
resenting 48 member states at
the International Centre for
the Prosecution of the Crime of
Aggression against Ukraine.

Pursuing post-war justice is
an extremely complex, lengthy
process involving national
courts, international courts,
transitional justice, truth-tell-
ing, reparations and reforms

that would lead toward fu-
ture prevention. Some of Van
Schaack’s other slides showed
the rubble already giving rise to
claims of damage in Ukraine,
human rights victims protest-
ing in Latin America, and sur-
vivors demanding reparations
relating to the decades-long
practice of apartheid in South
Africa.

Van Schaack’s impressive
academic training lists degrees
from Stanford, Yale Law School
and the University of Leiden
School of Law (doctorate). Her
powerful legal activities include
fact-finding in Ukraine and oth-
er zones of human rights crimes.
Her book, “Imagining Justice for
Syria,” presents the challenges
developing in Syria to deliver
justice after a decade of abuses.

Closer to home, she is cur-
rently a Distinguished Fellow
at Stanford’s Center for Human
Rights and International Jus-
tice, where she has taught inter-
national human rights, interna-
tional criminal law and human
trafficking, among other sub-
jects.

Marlene Cowan is a mem-
ber of the Rotary Club of Los
Altos.

Save the Date

¢ 2025 Summer Concert Se-
ries, hosted by the city of Los
Altos. Held 6:30 p.m. every
Thursday, through July 31, at
Grant Park, 1575 Holt Ave.,
and Hillview Soccer Field, 97
Hillview Ave. Information:
losaltosca.gov/325/2025-Sum-
mer-Concert-Series.

e Los Altos Farmers’ Mar-
ket, 4-8 p.m. Thursdays,
through Oct. 9, along State
Street. Information: down-
townlosaltos.org.

« Rotary Club of Los Altos’
50th Fine Art in the Park, 10
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Aug. 9 and
10, Lincoln Park, Los Altos. In-
formation: rotaryartshow.com.

¢ Groundbreaking on 90-
unit affordable housing proj-

US TOP 0.1% REALTOR

Make
Your move.

THEAGENCYRE.COM |

ect., 1-3 p.m., Aug. 28, 330 Dis-
tel Circle, Los Altos.

e Mountain View Arts Fes-
tival, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sept. 6,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sept. 7, Castro
Street, downtown Mountain
View. Information: mvartwine.
com.

e Downtown Los Altos Fes-
tival of Lights Parade, 6 p.m.
Nov. 30. Information: losalto-
sparade.org.
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Stepping Out

New Works Festival invites community input on new plays

Town Crier Staff Report

heatreWorks will be
staging its 22nd New
Works Festival later this

month, and it’s set to include an
array of original work by play-
wrights from around the world.

Many of the plays in the fes-
tival have been seen only a
few times or have never before
been performed for an audi-
ence. The festival is an oppor-
tunity for the playwrights to
receive feedback on their story
and to see what moments in
the play the audience reacts
to the most. At the end of the
show, the audience will be
asked questions about what
they liked about the play, how
it could be improved, and what
could be added or removed.

There will be six plays this
year: Robert Schenkkan’s “Old
Cock,” a tale about the fascist
dictator Anténio de Oliveira
Salazar of Portugal; Irene
Sankoff and David Hein’s “Vi-
enna,” a story that takes place
in three different periods in
Vienna; Mark Saltzman’s “Al-
ice, Formerly of Wonderland,”
a new musical about Prin-
cess Alice of England, Lewis
Carroll’s real-life inspiration
for “Alice in Wonderland;”
Kate Kilbane and Dan Mo-
ses’s “The Bridge,” a play that
explores the tropes and trag-
edies that can occur within a
marriage; Christopher Oscar
Pefia’s “Malcreados,” a story
on the reunion of two brothers
who come together after their
mother’s passing; and Geetha
Reddy’s “The Employee Dhar-
ma Handbook,” a play about
a first-generation American
who works for a rocket com-
pany and learns to deal with
the clashing of ideals with her
culture and company. There
will also be a special one-
night event written by Robert
Schenkkan called “Motion/
Capture” that reimagines the
story of “Frankenstein” in the
modern world.

Geetha Reddy, the author
of “The Employee Dharma
Handbook,” said the festival
allows her and her fellow play-
wrights to receive feedback
from the audiences and be in
a supportive environment that
helps her connect with people
across different cultures. Red-
dy said events like New Works

keep theater alive; they cre-
ate a vision for the future and
are an act of defiance against
a society that forces one to be
isolated.

Reddy, who began her ca-
reer in the tech industry, was
always interested in the arts
and slowly developed her skills
as a writer by taking courses
at the University of California,
Berkeley Extension program.
She also experimented with
her story writing by participat-
ing in Playground SF, where
she submitted her first 10-min-
ute commission play. Many of
her stories center around the
experience of immigrants and
encourage viewers to think of
societal issues. In her upcom-
ing play, she will be looking
at how the ancient conflict of
an Indian immigrant clashes
against the structure of capi-
talism.

“I became very interested in
the intersection between the
modern corporate structures
and our ancient injustices and
the ways we perpetuate or
mimic them,” Reddy said. “It’s
kind of an investigation about
what’s happening amongst
these employees at this com-
pany.”

Giovanna Sardelli, the cre-
ative director of TheatreWorks
and the director of “Alice, For-
merly of Wonderland,” said
that she has been following
Saltzman’s piece for the last
decade and saw it grow from
a rough reading performance
to debuting with a success-
ful world premiere. Sardelli
said Saltzman learned that he
wanted to abridge the story.
He hopes to reintroduce the
script to new families and to
give it new life.

“I think this festival is the
perfect example that we can
take any concept in its earliest
stage and just support them
(writers),” Sardelli said. “Giv-
ing them an actor, letting them
play in a room together, that’s
super rare. I rarely get to be in
the room with a Pulitzer Prize
winner and an artist and I think
this festival will be special.”

The festival is set for July 25
to Aug. 17 at the Lucie Stern
Theatre in Palo Alto, 1305
Middlefield Road. For more
information on the plays and
ticket prices, visit theatre-
works.org/new-works.

St. Simon Catholic
Church & School

Please check our website for
links to Live Stream Mass
www.stsimon.church

Mass Schedule
Weekday: 6:30 am & 8:30 am
Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos 94024
650-880-1401

COURTESY OF TRACY MARTIN

TheatreWorks will hold the 2025 New Works Festival July 25 to Aug. 17 at Lucie Stern Theatre.

@3@*@9@
UNION CHURCH

A Community of Christ Followers Loving,
Learning & Serving Together

First Church of Chrlst Saentlst

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

401 University Ave,

. LOS ALTOS
_wo_rShlp IOAM_ Sunday Service | Sunday School
~ Join us in person or online ~ 10AM-11AM  10AM-11AM

www.youtube.com/ Wed. Testimony Meeting 7:30Pm
@unionpreshyterianchurchlos437 ~ Call-in Available for Services ~
858 University Ave. — READING ROOM 60 Main Street —

www.unionpc.org Wed 10AM - 1PM - Thur 2PM - 4PM
’ ) See website for details and updates

(650) 948-4361 ChristianScienceLosAltos.org

NN\

Pesplo Malfr. T M
%Tﬂﬁqﬂeﬁtﬁ,w

Service

10:45am on Sundays

Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D. Stanley, Pastor

St. Nicholas Church St. William Church
473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos 611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

625 Magdalena Ave
Los Altos 92024
650.948.5698

Hmnﬁ les /ﬂf« Chrigfiamn S'dwoh' wiwiwJacs.com

Los Altos Lutheran Church

Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10AM In-Person & Online

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.LosAltosLutheran.org

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012
office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Zoom Link

Mass Schedule Mass Schedule

Sat: 8am Sat: 4 pm
Sun: 8am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French) Sun: 9 am, 11 am*, 5 pm
M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm *in-person & livestream

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

Christ Episcopal Church

Inshived Worship. Relenant Preaching. Transcendent Music.
Sundaoy Sercvices In Person

8:00 a.m. Hpoken Fucharis
10:15 a.m. lloly Lucharist Service (alio via Jean?
Chiddeure _f.llusil.!w.flm Suruﬁlj ARy qurulg UV H arreive ,
1240 Border Rosel Loz Altas BRo-gq8-2151

www.christchurchlosaltes.org

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS

Join us online or in person
! forworship at 10 am!

Inspirational messages and
great music! Please
\ visit our website

fifl mi' Hﬂ' j at ilclosaltos.com

for more information!

1715 Grant Road, Los Altos
650-967-4906 « www.ilclosaltos.com

Q—W —_—
To list your Religious Organization,
please email Janice at

JaniceF@Latc.com

SUNDAY SERVICES

10 AM

190 Jordan Avenue,
Los Altos

9 AM & 11:30 AM
1300 Grant Road,
Los Altos

All are welcome

Y og Altos Toton Crier
cCH000.
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Schools

Local teen places second at National History Day contest

By Annabelle Eaton

Town Crier Editorial Intern

hen Jason Rong
came across the At-
tica Prison riot of

1971, the Los Altos teen was
far more interested in learning
about it than winning a prize
for writing about it. By June, he
accomplished both.

Rong’s paper placed second
out of thousands in his division
at the National History Day
contest.

“I started researching At-
tica as part of a school (cap-
stone) project and found that
it was actually really fun, and
so I poured more time into it,”
Rong said. “I wasn’t really ex-
pecting to win anything, but I
really enjoyed doing the proj-
ect, and still would have been
happy if I didn’t win.”

According to the incom-
ing freshman at The Nueva
School, his paper focused on
four days during which 1,281
inmates seized control of the
prison in Attica, New York,
held negotiations with the gov-
ernment and gave speeches on
prisoner’s rights. Authorities

Get ready - changes to essay prompts expected this year

By Hollis Bischoff

n prior years, the schedule
for when college ap-

plication essay prompts
were announced was fairly
straightforward. The Common
Application (App) and the UC
application would announce
around March/April whether
their prompts were changing
and published any changes.
Then individual colleges on
the Common App would lei-
surely post their supplemental
essay prompts between Aug. 1
and Sept. 1.

Road To College

This year has already seen
national politics, internal
school politics and surprise
announcements impacting the
essay writing requirements.
With the national political
focus on removing any refer-
ences to DEI in the college
environment, there is pressure
on institutions to remove any

responded with force, killing
43 people.

“I chose Attica because of
how violent it was — (which
I think was totally unneces-
sary,” Rong said. “Also, prisons
are (on) an interesting bound-
ary where ... rights are still up
for debate and most Ameri-
cans don’t really care about
how prisoners are treated.”

The National History Day
contest treated Rong much
better. After submitting his pa-
per to the competition, judges
ranked it among the top two in
his region. That sent Rong to
the national event, held June
8-12 at the University of Mary-
land.

During the in-person inter-
view process at the competi-
tion, Rong fought for his place
by expanding on the implica-
tions of his paper and solutions
to the problems he posed.

“A bunch of politicians de-
termined that these prisoners
are bad - that they needed to
be put under control,” Rong
said. “They enacted laws that
were really harsh.”

Rong added that, partially

wording which would high-
light words like diversity. In
prior years, one of the most
popular supplemental essays
was some form of “Please tell
us how you will contribute to
the diversity of our campus
community.” Changing the
wording of an essay prompt
is not a simple procedure, as
it often must go through a
number of committees and
approval processes to publish
even simple word changes.
This has the potential to delay
the announcement of supple-
mental essays past Sept. 1.
Internal politics go beyond
just approval of prompt word-
ing. Essay prompts reflect the
values of the institution, and
where that institution wishes
to focus. The UC system is this
year’s best example of evolv-
ing focus; while prior years a
student could pick any four of
the seven prompts available,
this year the UCs have focused
on the student’s preparation

Page 14 | Los Altos Town Crier | July 23, 2025
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COURTESY OF JASON RONG

Los Altos teen Jason Rong recently wrote a paper about the Attica Prison riot of 1971 in New York
that placed second in his division at the National History Day contest. Rong is an incoming fresh-

man at The Nueva School.

due to these laws, prisons have
become less rehabilitative and
more punitive, resulting in re-
cidivism and mass incarcera-
tion.

“So today, if they get out of

L]

prison, they can’t vote, they
have a bad credit rating and
it basically just destroys your
entire life,” Rong said. “I think
there needs to be a stronger fo-
cus on rehabilitation and that

it might be time to consider

just prison abolition overall.”
As Rong moves from eighth

grade into his first year of high

See HISTORY, Page 15

for their chosen major. This
was done by creating one
required question related to

activities within school (e.g.,
classes, clubs) and out of
school (related extracurricular

ADOBE STOCK/CULTURA CREATIVE
Several colleges are looking into changing essay prompts this year for the application process.

activities, dual enrollment,
etc.) which are preparing
See ESSAY, Page 15



Schools

Schools Briefs

Homestead High School hosts Goodwill and E-Waste event

There will be a Goodwill and E-Waste event
at Homestead High School, located at 21370
Homestead Road, Cupertino, on Saturday, July
26 and Sunday, July 27 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. or until
the trucks get filled. The school is asking peo-
ple to clean out their closets and donate their
clothing, shoes, toys, books, small appliances,

e-waste and electronics. This event will support
the school’s Winter Percussion group, a com-
petitive drumming ensemble that incorporates
drill movements.

Email HemaLakhani@intero.com with
any questions on unacceptable items or
event logistics.

HISTORY

From Page 14

school, he plans to continue researching and
writing about history. However, this time, he
has a specific goal in mind.

“I learned not to trust the mainstream theo-
ries,” Rong said. “But I'm interested in taking
a further critical lens of viewing things in his-
tory, because the government (among others)
tells lies.”

ki

Next year, Rong must compete in the senior
division (for high school students) rather than
the junior division (middle school students) of
National History Day, and he plans to turn his
focus toward a different historical event.

“(The win) inspired me to keep on compet-
ing,” Rong said. “There are a lot of other areas
of our society that are also overlooked and still
very important, and I think that I'm just inter-
ested in these things.”

ESSAY

From Page 14

the student for success at the UC system. For
students who have already started on their

UC essays (good for you!), don’t panic, the
change is actually relatively minor; there are
no changes to the original prompts #1-5, #6 has
been slightly reworded and moved up to the
“required” questions, and prompts #7-8 have
been renumbered to #6-7.

All the surprises are not about prompt
release dates moving out; some colleges have
already published their prompts for this year,
including Purdue University, University of
Michigan, University of Chicago and Boston
College.

What does this mean for the student apply-

ADOBE STOCK/TEROVESALAINEN
Students should expect changes to college essay prompts, according to columnist Hollis Bischoff.

ing during this season? Students should spend
their efforts on the Common App Personal
Statement, the UC prompts, and colleges
which have already published their supplemen-
tal essay prompts. Students should hold off on
starting any out-of-date prompts as there are
no guarantees the prompts will not change (in
any previous years, as many as 50% of schools
change prompts). Completing the known
prompts before Sept. 1 will free up time to re-
spond more quickly when the late prompts are
published. Lastly, remember that each student
will be signing a statement on the Common
App which attests to the student using their
original words - this means no parental or
other writer’s word, only the student’s and that
the student did not use any human or robotic
(AI) writer to create the answer.

To pitch a story for Schools, email section editor
Brandon Roth at brandonr@latc.com.

Montec1t0 Preschool & Childcare

' Sign up for Summer 2025 and enjoy exclusive
Winter Sale pricing for the 2025/26 term!

« Year round enrollment in classes, drop-in & back-up care
for preschool & elementary children

« Continuing enrollment for 24/25,
25/26 and Summer 2025

« Come play on our 2-acre campus
on weekends & schedule a tour!

-f
el
: Montecito

To schedule a tour or enroll, please email our Director Erin Mobley
at erin@montecitoschool.com or call us at 650-968-5957

SCAM BUSTERS

If you’re not sure if it’s a SCAM, send
me an email, text, or call to FIND OUT!

To Subscribe to Scam Busters Service go to i7
www.macsmart.com/scam-busters/

Liz O’Brien

408-393-0077 & liz@macsmart.com

STARLIGHT

CAREGIVERS

Los Altos-based Home Care Agency for Elderly and Disabled

Our mission is to enhance the living quality
of seniors as well as their family members

Read our reviews on Yelp to see how we can make a difference

(650) 600-8108 www.starlightcaregivers.com

@
// eACUL

SATURDAY, AUG 2
OAM - 2PM

HOSTED BY BMK CUSTOMS TO BENEFIT
GARY MORTON WHO IS BATTLING LEUKEMIA

255 FITZGERALD AVENUE, SAN MARTIN
(MASTEN AVE. & MONTEREY HWY)

$20 ENTRANCE FEE FOR PARTICIPATING CARS
WITH ALL PROCEEDS GOING TO CHARITY

Plias

PRIZES - RAFFLES - WOOD-FIRED PIZZA - CANTU’S BBQ - WINE & BEER

=BMK —

CuUSTOMS
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Sports

Architect of Mountain View wrestling team back in charge

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

fter starting the Mountain View High School

Awrestling program from scratch in 2017 and

tepping down two years ago due to time con-

straints, it would be understandable if former head coach
Nhiem Nguyen focused on other pursuits.

With the position recently open, Nguyen has not
only accepted the vacant position, but he also has big
plans to reenergize the program.

“That passion and motivation to be involved in this
program has not changed,” Nguyen said. “I’d say it’s
even more so because I've had time to reflect on what I
could have done better, and I want to apply that in this
coming season.”

Nguyen built Mountain View’s program from the
ground up, starting with 12 wrestlers and growing
into the 60 it has today. He originally started the pro-
gram so his son Tai Nguyen, who recently graduated
from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, would
have the opportunity to wrestle in high school. At the
time, his son was going from eighth grade at Blach
Middle School to high school, but there wasn’t a wres-
tling program at Mountain View High, even though
Los Altos High had one.

The first time around, it was Nguyen and a par-
ent volunteer who helped with administration, with
Nguyen providing most of the technical training for
a team of more than 60 kids, a lot of pressure for just
one person. Nguyen noted that there wasn’t enough
staff to group wrestlers based on experience during
his previous tenure, which he feared held back the de-
velopment of some of the more experienced wrestlers.

“I think upon reflection, I learned a lot during the
first years that I had and understanding what were
things I could do better coming into the new season,”
Nguyen said.

This time around, he plans to bring on several ad-
ditional assistant coaches for the program, including
former Stanford wrestler Jaden Abas, an NCAA All-
American in 2021 and recipient of the Pac-12 Fresh-
man of the Year award. Abas was also a two-time Cal-
ifornia state champion who graduated from Rancho
Bernardo High in San Diego. Abas will focus on the
technical drills, while Nguyen will look into hiring
for the other positions. Nguyen is allowed stipends for
two assistant coaches but wants to be aggressive and
find funding for four assistant coaches - two for the
boys and two for the girls. The program had 18 girls
last season and thanks to strong interest from the in-
coming freshman class, he hopes to have at least 20
girls participating next season.

He also wants to give the junior varsity new wres-
tlers more time at tournaments than in the past when
they had fewer tournaments to participate in. His goal
is to bring the junior varsity team to more tourna-
ments where they are guaranteed matches, allowing
them to get a sense of what it’s like on the mat and
in the spotlight. Nguyen hopes to improve wrestlers’
confidence and skills and believes the results will
speak for themselves if the wrestlers show up, work
hard and improve every day.

“If they do these three things, they show up and are
committed to the program, they work hard and are
committed to improving themselves, I think we are
going to have a great season,” Nguyen said.

COURTESY OF NHIEMNGUYEN
New Mountain View wrestling coach Nhiem Nguyen.

Nguyen has kept up to date with the program over
the last two years and has coached some of the up-
coming seniors when they were freshmen. Mountain
View finished sixth out of seven teams in the Santa
Clara Valley Athletic League De Anza Division last
season with a 1-5league record, and Nguyen is hoping
the team can improve in the standings.

“Rather than being a sideline critic, I decided to
put my hat in and say, nope, I can come back and get
this back to where I hope we can be,” Nguyen said.

LAHS doubles players team up for Magical Tennis nonprofit

By Chloe Eshagh

Town Crier Editorial Intern

wo students at Los Altos High
School are trying to make tennis
a more inclusive sport.

Sophia Stavrakos and Ava Randall friends.

soon joined forces as doubles partners |
on the LAHS girls tennis team. Stavra-
kos said that led them to become close

freshman year in biology class, had a o
shared passion for playing tennis and | i‘ i :
Yo 3

E T e T

are behind Magical Tennis, which they
created in 2023 in partnership with
Magical Bridge Foundation, a Palo Al-
to-based nonprofit that aims to make
communities more inclusive.

The two rising LAHS seniors June
28 started offering free weekly sessions
for tennis players of all ages, abilities
and skill levels. Weekend sessions run
through Aug. 9 at the Cubberley Com-
munity Center Tennis Courts in Palo
Alto. Randall and Stavrakos also offered
sessions during the school year.

“Sophia and I have both grown up
playing so many different types of
sports, and once we learned that a lot of
kids who are neurodivergent don’t real-
ly have opportunities to play sports, we
knew we wanted to do something about
it,” Randall said. “And tennis, since we
play, was just like the perfect fit.”

Stavrakos and Randall, who met
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Stavrakos said Randall introduced
her to the Aceing Autism program, and
they both began volunteering together
as freshmen.

“We both loved it,” Stavrakos said.
“We were like, ‘Wow this is amazing ...
how can we do more for such a great pro-
gram? There should be more of these.””

Randall added that both she and
Stavrakos played a lot of sports as kids
and wanted to create a safe space for
children of all abilities to play tennis.

“You just learn so many valuable les-
sons from sports and it’s so important to
(growing up), too, especially as kids,”
Randall said. “So, I think we just wanted
to create a safe space where these kids
can feel seen and get the attention that
they deserve.”

Stavrakos added that they wanted
to create an opportunity for kids with
neurodiversities, which the Cleveland

e
b
B
B

|

COURTESY OF SOPHIA STAVRAKOS AND AVARANDALL

Los Altos High students Sophia Stavrakos, left and Ava Randall.

Clinic describes as a nonmedical term
for people whose brains develop or work

differently.

“I work with this one guy who came
to multiple sessions,” Stavrakos said.

See TENNIS, Page 17
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TENNIS

From Page 16

“He was kind of shy at the be-
ginning, and then he’d open up
and talk to me. It was just really
fun. He basically became my
friend.”

Randall had a similar sto-
ry with a different child she
worked with during the Magi-
cal Tennis Program.

“Just like seeing the kids
come out of their shells is so
cool. For example, I worked
with this kid a lot and in the be-
ginning, he would never really
talk,” Randall said. “But then
toward the end of the session
he’s a really good tennis player
and he was just having so much
fun.”

Randall and Stavrakos as
sophomores brought the proj-
ect to LAHS by establishing
a club in an effort to get more
students involved and raise
funds for Magical Tennis.

As part of running Magical
Tennis this summer, the girls
are working on a manual with
a step-by-step guide for people
who want to create a similar
program. The manual will be
on the Magical Bridge Founda-
tion website, according to Ran-
dall.

Stavrakos added that the
summer program “is a bit ex-
tended,” going from one hour
to two. The first hour is tennis
“and then it’s one hour of an-
other activity that we figure
out,” she said.

Randall said members of the
Magical Bridge Foundation are
helping them organize the sec-
ond hour. One of the activities
will feature a visit from Canine
Companions’ service animals,
she added.

For more information on
the Magical Bridge Foundation
and to register for the Magical
Tennis and Fun Camp, visit
magicalbridge.org.

To pitch an idea for the Sports section or to
comment on its content, email section editor
Curtis Driscoll at curtisd@latc.com.
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COURTESY OF SOPHIA STAVRAKOS AND AVARANDALL

Ava Randall and Sophia Stavrakos are offering weekly tennis sessions in partnership with Magical
Bridge Foundation, a Palo Alto-based nonprofit making communities more inclusive.

Subscrlbe to the Town Crler'

Stay connected to the heart of Los Altos. Get the inside scoop on local events, school news,
and community updates. Your Town Crier subscription keeps local stories alive. Be a part of it.

Scan QR code
and subscribe
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. THANKYOU
. 0 0UR SPONSORS

Your support fuels the joy, teamwork, and Memorie
on our fields. Because of you. over 500
chance to learn, grow, and play the g-é’inj’

PLEASE SUPPORT THE LOCAL BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT OUR PLAYERS.

IOt a
Edward Jones
BM@#! [ Cynthia A. Wemyss, CFP® ChFC®

Pinewood
I8 School
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING YOUTH BASEBALL IN LOS ALTOS & LOS ALTOS HILLS SINCE 1953

JOIN US FOR FALL BASEBALL! REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN ON OUR WEBSITE.

WWW.LOSALTOSLITTLELEAGUE.COM LOSALTOSLITTLELEAGUE
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Senior Lifestyles

Getting older comes with perks: Benefits of being 50+
- SN

Town Crier Staff Report

elieve what you will about
B aging, but there are some

tangible local benefits to
the phenomenon. From lunches
and ride reimbursements to free
tax preparation and insurance
advice, the city of Los Altos and
the Adult 50+ Program have a
number of helpful offerings for
local seniors. The Mountain
View Senior Center, open to
residents of neighboring com-
munities, also has a wealth of
resources for those 55 and up.

Free medical rides

Need a ride? The Ridecare
Program reimburses users ages
50 and up for rides to and from a
number of healthcare facilities,
including Stanford Hospital,
Palo Alto Medical Foundation
(Palo Alto, Mountain View and
Sunnyvale), the Palo Alto VA
Hospital, EI Camino Hospital
and Kaiser (Mountain View and
Santa Clara).

Reimbursements are for basic
rides, no upgrades. Users must
use an on demand ride company
that can provide official verifica-
tion of ride cost, rider name and
transportation start and finish
points. The full cost of the ride
and up to $3 driver gratuity will
be reimbursed.

For details, visit losaltosca.
gov/319/RideCare-Program or
call (650) 947-2797.

S.M.LIEU/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

From Mah Jongg (above) to boccee ball (right), there are a number of
free activities residents 50 and older can participate in.

Free AARP tax prep

Each tax season, the AARP
Tax-Aide program sets up shop
at the Los Altos Community
Center. The free tax service is
especially designed for those
aged 50 and up with moder-
ate incomes, but is available to
all taxpayers. Services are pro-
vided by trained, IRS certified
volunteers.

Appointments are required.
Next tax season, call (650) 947-
2797 to sign up.

Free Medicare
insurance counseling
HICAP (Health Insurance
Counseling & Advocacy Pro-
gram) is available 1-4 p.m. every
third Tuesday at the Los Altos
Community Center Madrone

Room. Appointments are re-
quired. Call (650) 947-2797.

Free Adult 50+
Program luncheons

Meet old friends or make
new ones at festive luncheons.

Los Altos Community Cen-
ter Grand Oak Room, 11:30 a.m.
to 12:45 p.m. Thursdays, July 24
and Aug. 28.

Grant Park Community Cen-
ter, 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
Wednesdays, Aug. 13, Sept. 10
and Sept. 17. The Aug. 13 lun-
cheon will feature a special Ha-
waiian luau theme.

Registration is required. Call
(650) 947-2797 to sign up.

Free events

¢« Downtown Park commu-

nity update, presented by the
city manager’s office, 12:45-1:45
p.m. Thursday, July 24, Los Al-
tos Community Center Grand
Oak Room

e Meet-Up: Summer Con-
cert Finale - 50+ pre-concert
lounge, 5:15-6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, July 31, Los Altos Commu-
nity Center Cedar Room

o Silk Road lecture, pre-
sented by Dr. Scott Cady, 12:45-
1:45 p.m. Thursday, August 238,
Los Altos Community Center
Grand Oak Room

Here is a list of ongoing

free activities in Los Altos and
Mountain View:

Los Altos
Community Center

e Dance exercise class, 1-2
p-m. Mondays, Maple Room

o Sock monkey toy group,
noon to 2 p.m. Mondays, Syca-
more Room

* SOLAH cultural exchange,
10:30 a.m. to noon, second Tues-
days, Sycamore Room

¢ ArtVenturers group, 9:30

See BENEFITS, Page 21

Let strength grow from the silent grief of watching parents age

By Duanni Hurd
here is a unique kind of sorrow
I that creeps in slowly, quietly,
and without ceremony - the
kind you carry without fully realizing
its weight. It is the grief of watching
your parents age.

It begins with small things. Your
father starts forgetting names or re-
peats the same story twice in a con-
versation. Your mother, once so agile
in the kitchen, now needs help lifting
a pot or reading a recipe. At first, you
brush it off — everyone forgets things,
everyone slows down. But over time,
the changes add up, and you find
yourself in a strange place: where the
people who once cared for you now
need your care in return.

Growing up I admired my parents
for their amazing professional ac-
complishments: my father, a rocket

scientist; and my mother, an aero-
space engineer. They not only man-
aged prolific careers but also raised
two children (my brother and I)) and
supported their own parents and
siblings. Their journey gradually
changed a decade ago when my
father had to undergo two unsuc-
cessful spinal stenosis surgeries in his
early 70s while my mother continued
to recover from heart conditions.
At that time, they started having a
caregiver for a four-hour visit, five
days a week, to support with meal
prep, light housekeeping and some
mobility assistance. My brother, who
lives nearby, has checked in regularly
after work and taken them for lunch
outings on weekends.

Fast forward a decade later; after
going through the grueling pandem-
ic and isolation for years, we had our

Journey into Aging

first family reunion with a big trip to
Europe. My father had to resort to a
wheelchair frequently after walking a
short distance. That was expected as
I had known his mobility decline all
along. However, what truly saddened
me were the moments that seemed so
unexpected. Like the moment when
I handed him my phone and asked
him to charge it for me but he held it
in silence, eventually replying, “I am
not sure how to do it” after repeated
prompts. And like the time I texted

a few times to remind my parents

to meet at the hotel lobby to go to
dinner, only to find them sitting in
the hotel room having no recollec-
tion of the reminders. The realization

of their memory loss and cognitive
declines brought tears to my eyes.
There is no funeral or milestone
that marks this shift. No sympathy
cards arrive in the mail. Instead,
you mourn in silence. You grieve the
strength that used to live in their
hands, the sharpness in their minds,
the confidence in their steps. You
begin to notice how your phone calls
become less about catching up and
more about checking in. You count
their medications, schedule doctors’
appointments, and smile through
your own worry so they do not see it.
What hurts most is the realization
that time is moving forward, and you
are powerless to stop it. You try to
be present, to be grateful, but un-
derneath it all, there is an ache that

See AGING, Page 20
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in this chapter too - often,
soft and tender moments
can remind you of how deep
your bond runs. Helping
your dad button his shirt
becomes a quiet act
of love. Listening
patiently to your

AGING

From Page 19

does not go away - it lives

in the way your mom calls
you to ask how to reset the
TV; it shows up when

you notice your

. . . ® .
dad sitting quietly — mom’s stories,
instead of fixing even when you

have heard them
before, feels

like a gift. You
realize that the

things like he
used to. You miss
who they were,

even as you love

who they roles may have

still are. changed, but the
While seem- love has not.

ingly elusive, If anything,

there’s beauty that love has

VILLA SIENA

SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

INDEPENDENT LIVING, ASSISTED LIVING,
AND SKILLED NURSING CARE

Top Ratings from:

Centers of Medicare & Medicaid
City Beat News Customer Satisfaction Report
US News & World Report — Best Nursing Homes
< Studio and One Bedroom Units
< Beautiful Landscaping
«+Compassionate Care

We provide a serene atmosphere
where residents can enjoy their golden
years and maintain their dignity.

To schedule a tour please call: 650-961-6484
1855 Miramonte Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040

Licensed by the CA. Dept. of Health Services #220000432 and CA Dept of Social Services #430708114 ¢ Sponsored by the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul

deepened.

This silent grief is not
about death - it is about
transformation. About learn-
ing to hold joy and sadness in
the same hand. And in that
delicate balance, you find
a new kind of strength.

One that carries them, and
you, through the unknown
days ahead.

Duanni Hurd is founder
of Starlight Caregivers, a
Los Altos-based home-care
organization that serves
most of Santa Clara and
San Mateo counties. For
more information, visit
starlightcaregivers.com.

www.villa-siena.org

FOUR GENERATIONS OF OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS

"FAMILY:OWNED &
EAITHS

193 'FEIfTURING

The only mortuary in Los Altos and Mountain View. Serving the community for 90 years.

Burial | Cremation | Memorial Services

LOS ALTOS
399 S. San Antonio Rd.

MOUNTAIN VIEW
799 Castro St.
(650) 967-5546

FD #579

(650) 948-6619

FD #927

SPANGLERMORTUARY.COM
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Celebration of Life

SUNNYVALE
174 N. Sunnyvale Ave.

(408) 736-6294
FD #910

VTA recognized as certified
age frlendly employer

GRACE GAO/TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority can now tout
being an age-friendly employer by the Age-Friendly Institute.

Town Crier Report

he Santa Clara Valley
TTransportation Author-

ity (VTA) was recently
designated a Certified Age-
Friendly Employer by the na-
tional Age-Friendly Institute.
VTA is theonly public transit
agency in California, and among
the few nationwide, to earn this
prestigious designation.

More than 950 employees
over the age of 50, representing
over 40% of the workforce, con-
tribute essential leadership, op-
erational continuity and custom-
erservice excellence throughout
the agency, VTA said in a press
release.

The Institute’s Certi-
fied Age-Friendly Employer
program evaluated VTA across
12 key performance areas,

including  recruitment and
retention, institutional knowl-
edge retention, workplace
accommodations and  pay
equity.

According to the VTA,

key workforce strategies that
contributed to certification

include age-neutral recruit-
ment and promotion poli-
cies; pay equity audits across
classifications; €rgonomic
accommodation and wellness
initiatives; pre-retirement and
financial planning resources;
a retired annuitant program
enabling experienced employ-
ees to return in advisory or
part-time roles; mandatory
implicit bias training, includ-
ing  age-diversity  content;
and ongoing exploration of

multi-generational ~ workforce
development.

By recognizing the busi-
ness value of experience,

VTA officials said they are ad-
dressing talent shortages while
optimizing long-term perfor-
mance and customer satisfac-
tion. The certification also rein-
forces VTA’s role as an innovator
in public-sector workforce plan-
ning.

To learn more about the
Certified Age-Friendly Em-
ployer program, visit institute.
agefriendly.com/initiatives/
certified-age-friendly-employer-
program.

Have a comment? Reach out!

If you have an idea for Senior Lifestyles or would
like to comment on its content, email section
editor Bruce Barton at bruceb@latc.com.
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a.m. to noon Wednesdays, Apri-
cot Room

* Bocce ball 50+ play, 9 a.m.
to noon Thursdays, Bocce ball
courts

e Rummikub, 10:30 a.m. to 2
p-m. Thursdays, Cedar Room

e Bridge, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursdays, Sycamore Room

Grant Park

o Discussion group, 10:30
a.m. to noon, Mondays, Room 1

e Carrom, 11:30 a.m. to 1
p-m. Mondays, Classroom 4

o American Mah Jongg class,
9:30-11:30 a.m. Wednesdays,
Classrooms 2 & 3

e American Mah Jongg
group, 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesdays, Classroom 3

« Chair Yoga class, 9:45-10:15
a.m. Wednesdays, Multipur-
pose or Classroom 1

« Stretching class 10:15-10:45
a.m. Wednesdays, basketball
court area

e Book Club, 11 a.m. to noon,
third Wednesdays, Room 1

e Dance Exercise, 1-2 p.m.
Wednesdays, Multipurpose
Room

Note that only free activities
are listed here. For a current
schedule of Adult 50+ offerings,
including ones requiring fees,
such as pickleball, tai chi, ping-
pong and a mini-trip to a Half
Moon Bay pumpkin farm, pick
up a copy of the latest brochure
at the Los Altos or Grant Park
Community Center or down-
load one at losaltosca.gov/647/
Adult-50-Program-Brochure.
For more information, call (650)
947-2797.

The Los Altos Community
Center is located at 97 Hillview
Ave. Adult 50+ Program hours
are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday
through Thursday. Note: The
50+ facility will be partially
closed Sept. 1-5; call (650) 947-
2797 for program details.

The Grant Park Community
Center is located at 1575 Holt
Ave. Adult 50+ Program hours
are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday and
Wednesday. Note: The center
will be closed Aug. 18-22 for
electrical work and partially
closed Sept. 1-5; call (650) 947-
2797 for program details.

Mountain View Senior
Center

The Mountain View Senior
Center also has a number of
offerings. The center
is located at 266 Escuela Ave.
Stop by the front desk or call

(650) 903-6330 to sign up for
activities requiring pre-regis-
tration. For more information,
visit ~ MountainView.gov/Se-
niors

Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday through Thursday and
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fridays.

Here’s a list of some free
classes, groups and clubs at the
center:

o Creative Stitchery club, 9
a.m. to noon Mondays, Arts &
Crafts room

e Tai chi, 10:15 a.m. to noon
Mondays, Multipurpose room
A

o Ehru (beginning), 12:30-
2:30 p.m. Mondays (other Ehru
classes offered different days),
Multipurpose room A

e Quilt club, 1-3:30 p.m.
Mondays, Multipurpose room
B

o Fan Dancing, 2:45-3:45
p-m. Mondays, Dance & Move-
ment room

o Dancing with the Oldies,
6:30-8:30 p.m. Mondays, Multi-
purpose room A

* Gentle Yoga & Body Sculp-
ture, 8:45-10 a.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays (Mon.:
Multipurpose room A; Weds./
Fri.: Dance & Movement room)

o Mahjong club, 9 a.m. to
noon Tuesdays, Arts & Crafts
room

o Strong for Life, 9:30-10:15
a.m. and 10:30-11:15 a.m. Tues-
days, Dance & Movement room

» Square Dancing, 2:30-3:30
p-m. Tuesdays, Multipurpose

room A

o Evergreen Art Troupe
(Chinese Chorus), 2:30-5 p.m.
Tuesdays, Social Hall

o Painting club, 9 a.m. to
noon Wednesdays, Multipur-
pose room B

o Vinyasa Flow Yoga, 12:45-
1:45 p.m. Wednesdays, Dance &
Movement room

o Knitting & Crocheting
club, 1-3 p.m. Wednesdays,
Multipurpose room B

e Chinese Chorus, 2:30-5
p-m. Wednesdays, Social Hall

e Qigong, 9:45-11:15 a.m.
Thursdays, Dance & Movement
room

o Open Faith discussion
group, 10-11 a.m. Thursdays,
Meeting room

o Line Dancing, 10-11:30
a.m. Thursdays, Multipurpose
room A

e Beginning Social Dance,
2:30-5 p.m. Thursdays, Multi-
purpose room A

e Book Club, 2-3 p.m. Second
Thursdays, Meeting room

o Finding Joy with Art,
9:30-11:30 a.m. Fridays, Arts &
Crafts room

e Line Dancing, 1-2 p.m. Fri-
days, Multipurpose room A

o Chinese Folk Dancing
group, 2:30-4:30 p.m. Fridays,
Dance & Movement room

The Mountain View Senior
Center offers a number of ser-
vices to assist local seniors.

o« AARP Foundation Tax-
Aide. This free service provides
tax assistance to anyone, with

a focus on taxpayers who are
over 50 and have low to mod-
erate income. Post-season tax
assistance with certified volun-
teers is available on the second
Wednesday of the month at 9
and 10 a.m. Volunteers offer free
e-filing and assistance for low
to medium income taxpayers.
Pre-registration is required.

o Health Insurance Counseling
& Advocacy Program (HICAP).
Appointments are available at
the Senior Center the second
Tuesday of each month from
8:30-10:30 a.m. Volunteer coun-
selors can help you understand
your specific rights and health
care options. Pre-registration is
required.

Do you need to
have a Legal or
Public Notice
published?

Then look no further than the Los Altos Town Crier.

The Town Crier's unmatched service can take
care of your Fictitious Business Name Statement,
Notice of Probate, Name Change and much more.

For more information,
contact Melissa at

(650) 397-5208,
or email:
legals@latc.com

Call (650)691-9671 or visit Homelnstead.com/168

home instead.

Facilitating Personalized Care in the Comfort of your Home!

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and
operated franchise of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor company. ©

PERSONAL CARE | TRANSPORTATION | MEALS & NUTRITION | MEMORY CARE
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Behind the sale: Three offers, one winner in Mountain View

By Alex Wang

n December, a family decided to
Irelocate out of Silicon Valley and

hired me to sell their downtown
Mountain View townhouse. They had
purchased the property for just over $2
million only two years earlier and wanted
to maximize their return while moving
quickly - two goals that, while seemingly
contradictory, I've successfully navigated
for clients through strategic pricing,
preparation and negotiation.

Property preparation
and marketing

After being hired, we developed a
straightforward and comprehensive prepa-
ration strategy. The condo was relatively
newly built, so the focus was on interior
design and staging - selectively relocating
excess furniture to the garage, replacing
carpets with neutral tones and applying a
final fresh coat of paint with proper sheens
in specific areas. For example, molding

is painted differently than ceilings even
when using the same color, and we avoid
too much shine in ceiling areas. These
details enhanced the property’s overall
appeal.

By February, we had completed home
and termite inspections (roof inspections
common for single-family homes don’t
usually apply to townhouses, where the
HOA covers the roof) and arranged profes-
sional photography, including beautiful
twilight shots displaying the illuminated
interior. The marketing campaign included
online strategies with video content to
capture attention, broker tours and open
houses for access, plus an expansive print
marketing campaign. We had over 65
groups of potential buyers through the
house the first weekend, which was a
healthy number relative to the current
market conditions.

The sellers opted to list the property at
$1.898 million, which was a decent amount
below their original $2 million purchase

price. This strategic underpricing was
designed to generate multiple offers and
create competitive bidding among buyers.

The offer process

The strategy worked. We received three
offers on the home:

o Offer A came in strong at $2,068,000
with no loan or appraisal contingencies,
presenting the most competitive and low-
risk position

o Offer B initially submitted at $2 mil-
lion

o Offer C entered at $1.9 million

Rather than accept the highest initial
offer, we issued a multiple counter at
$2,081,000 to all three buyers. This tacti-
cal move served two purposes: it pushed
the final price higher while testing each
buyer’s commitment level.

Offer C increased their initial $1.9 mil-
lion offer to $2 million. Offer B remained
at their initial $2 million offer price. Offer
A responded decisively, not just matching

our counter but exceeding it to $2,108,000.
Their willingness to go $40,000 above their
original offer, combined with their clean
terms and strong financial position, made
them the clear winner.

Results

The final sale price of $2.108 million
represented a $108,000 gain over the sell-
ers’ original purchase price and exceeded
our multiple counters by $27,000. More
importantly, the winning buyer’s aggres-
sive response to our counter demonstrated
genuine commitment, reducing the risk of
deal complications during escrow.

The transaction closed smoothly,
delivering the sellers both their desired
financial outcome and confidence in their
buyer’s dedication to the property.

Alex Wang is a Los Altos resident,
Realtor, and founder of Rainmaker Real
Estate. For more information, text or
call (650) 800-8840 or visit AlexWang.
com.

Transactions

Los Altos

1070 Mercedes Avenue #8,
S. Faghih to J. & G. Yang for
$1,030,000

470 Gabilan Street #4,
W. Ng to M. Acob-Nash for
$1,390,000

36 Los Altos Square, Golub
Trust to A. & A. Balasubrama-
nian for $1,673,000

1005 Marcelli Circle,
T. Gao to C. & J. Zhang for
$2,276,000

1365 Bright Oaks Court,
Chambers 2022 Trust to J. & 1.
Park for $3,300,000

1130 Runnymead Drive,
Zampino Family Trust to H. &
P. Srinivasan for $3,800,000

1670 Whitham Avenue,
Halliday Trust to Richardson
Living Trust for $3,975,000

674 Campbell Avenue,
Smith Family Trust to Y. & H.
Wang for $4,200,000

374 West Edith Avenue,
Maloney Living Trust to M.
Wilkinson for $4,875,500

427 Paco Drive, Patton
Trust to Li Family Trust for
$4,928,000

504 Valley View Drive, K.
& K. Ahn to V. & D. Dutta for
$5,250,000

Los Altos Hills

27440 Elena Road, Skar-
moutsos Family Trust to Y. &
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S. Lin for $2,450,000

27696 Vogue Court, Chen
Family Trust to V. & I. Keri for
$5,700,000

Mountain View

1101 West El Camino Real
#405, N. Hanselmann to V.
Pant for $650,000

1908 Silverwood Avenue,
Riley Trust to T. Lam for
$900,000

509 Sierra Vista Avenue #2,
W. Shento Z. Liu for $1,049,000

700 Chiquita Avenue #1,
Yang Trust to A. & R. Hagelm-
ueller for $1,330,000

70 Sheffield Court, Goss
Trust to V. Raghuram for

$1,536,000

410 South Shoreline Bou-
levard, S. Tran to A. & G. Kan-
nan for $2,150,000

1051 Dale Avenue, ]J.
Thompson to D. & M. James
for $2,381,500

1651 Tulane Drive, Sul-
livan Living Trust to W. & L.
Tian for $3,028,000

969 Eichler Drive, C. Bran-
son to D. Weikersdorfer for
$3,535,000

2684 Yorkton Drive, M.
Collins to Yan Family Trust for
$4,350,000

Total sales
Los Altos

Total sales: 14

Lowest sale: $1,030,000

Highest sale: $5,250,000
Average sale: $3,433,300

Los Altos Hills

Total sales: 2

Lowest sale: $2,450,000
Highest sale: $5,700,000
Average sale: $4,075,000

Mountain View

Total sales: 15
Lowest sale: $650,000
Highest sale: $4,350,000
Average sale: $2,312,000

- Provided by Cal RE-
Source. Some transactions
have been omitted for space.

SOLD FOR

$§3.710,000

2,300 sqft Interior | 9,000 sqft Lot | 4 Beds
2.5 Baths | 3 Car Garage

Alex Wang | 650-800-8840
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S E I_ I_ YO U R H O M E better support, and better results. No games. No hidden

agendas. Just clear, honest commitments. Our Seller’s Bill

LIST WITH US FOR 3% TOTAL COMMISSION of Rights isn't fluff — It's a promise.

I. Fair Deals Only — No double-ending. Our buyers get
free representation on our listings.

Il. Legal Help — Free access to a licensed CA attorney.

lll. Best Marketing — Better than any comparable listing.

IV. Full Exposure — On MLS, Zillow, Redfin & more.

V. Massive Visibility - Weekly ads, professional video,
3D tour, custom site.

VI. Design Support — Designer +
handyman guided preparation.

VIl. Free Staging — Always included.

VIII. Paid Inspections — We cover
property & pest reports.

CONTACT US TODAY IX. Flexible Listings — Auto-expire after Disc.ox:ertheull

Michael Repka (DRE #01854880) 650.488.7325 3? days unless renewe<'3| by seller. details about our
S 3 X. Elite Teamwork — Full in-house team  Seller’s Bill of Rights
(1]= i g R

king f :
Audrey Sun (DRE #01933274) 650.785.5822 working for you

Closed Doors May |
Cost You More

Don’t Trust a Brokerage That

A OUR BUYERS ONLY!
Prioritizes Commission Over Clients |J

(OTHERS EXCLUDED)

Some brokerages pressure sellers to keep listings hidden
from buyers who are not represented by that same
brokerage on the buy side. While this “office exclusive”
approach can dramatically increase the brokerage's chances
of collecting both sides of the commission, it often comes
at the seller’s expense — reducing exposure, limiting
competition, and ultimately lowering the final sales price.

DelLeon Realty welcomes competition from all buyers,

irrespective of their choice of agent. And if a buyer isn't
represented, Ken DelLeon’s Buyer’s Team will represent
them on our listings — at no cost to either the buyer or the
seller. Simply put, we always put our clients’ interests first.

Michael Repka | DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | Ken DelLeon | DRE #01342140 | 650.543.8501
DelLeonRealty.com | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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23171 MORA GLEN DRIVE $7.888,000 | 5 Bd | 5.5 Bth 27500 LA VIDA REAL $39,988,000 | 5 Bd | 12 Bth
LOS ALTOS 23171MoraGlen.com LOS ALTOS HILLS 27500LaVida.com

W EER
::ﬂl‘!r "

e E—
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706N SAN ANTONIO RD | $5,748,000 | 4 Bd | 5.5"BLtPT.__ 28500 -MATADERO CREEK LN | $9,398,0001 6 Bd | 9 Bth

LOS ALTOS 706NSanAntonio.com LOS ALTOS HILLS 28500MataderoCreek.com

S—————

& ! -
* 271 PETERSEN COURT i : i 12355 STONEBROOK COURT $9,988, 000|6Bd|9Bth
LOS ALTOS . LOS ALTOS HILLS 12355StonebrookCt.com

LANE | $3.98800014BdI258th B “540 3RD STREET. #3011 =} 1P 988, 0001284125 Bth
LOS ALTOS 761Woodstock.com LOS ALTOS 240Third.com

Don’t Overpay to Sell your Home
List with Us for 3% Total commission

Michael Repka (DRE #01854880) 650.488.7325
H kRS Audrey Sun (DRE #01933274) 650.785.5822

Deleon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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YOUR NEW

Notice to Buyers:

Although a good buyer’s agent can add
significant insight and value, you are not
required to use one to purchase a Deleon
listing. If you would like to submit an offer
to us directly, please contact the DelLeon
Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and we will

waive 100% of the buyer's-side commission. i : ;
140 FARM ROAD $10,988,000 |5 Bd | 5.5 Bth

WOODSIDE 140FarmRd.com

s ko i s :-F_ g h"..w_ &) 1 T g : i
154-BRYANT STREET $4,488,000 |4 Bd13.5Bth 789 UNIVERSITY AVENUE $5,988,000 [ 5 Bd | 4 Bth
PALO ALTO 154Bryant.com PALO ALTO 789University.com

=y

37 VALLEY ROAD +7$5,988,000 | 5 Bd | 4.5 Bth : $2, 988 030 l-4-Bd | 2 Bth
ATHERTON 37Valley.com 1561Kingsgate.com

$2,988,000 | 3 Bd | 4 Bth 188 FAIR OAKS LANE $14,988,000 | 5 Bd |7 Bth
448Felton.com ATHERTON 188FairOaksLn.com

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR
MORE DETAILS OR VISIT US
AT DELEONREALTY.COM

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty com
H #5787 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & #%: 650.785.5822
DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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40 TAGUS COURT ;988,000 14 Bd I 3 Bth .8%35 LA HONDA ROAD $7, 90 000|SBdI7Bth
PORTOLA VALLEY 40Tagus.com WOODSIDE 835LaHonda.com

7695 N CALIFORNIA AVE $3.988,000 4 Bd|2Bth 8 REYNA PLACE $8388000|4Bd|7Bth
PALO ALTO 695NCalifornia.com MENLO PARK 8Reyna.com
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1932 EMERSON STREET $9,'988,000|6Bdl68th 27690 BRIONES COURT $3 988 000 | 4 Bd | 2.5 Bth
PALO ALTO 1932EmersonStreet.com LOS ALTOS HILLS 27690Briones.com
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756, 758, 760 WAVERLEY ST| $3,240,000 | Triplex 5 OAK FOREST COURT | $5, 488 000I4BdT558th

PALO ALTO

756-760Waverley.com PORTOLA VALLEY 50akForest.com

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR
MORE DETAILS OR VISIT US
AT DELEONREALTY.COM

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com
WS4 7 5 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 &3 650.785.5822
DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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DON'T OVERPAY TO SELL YOUR HOME

LIST WITH US FOR 3% TOTAL COMMISSION

We have entered a new era where sellers are no longer permitted to
offer any commission to buyer’s agents in the MLS, which means that
no commission details are advertised on sites like Zillow or Redfin.
Buyers also need to sign agreements with their agents outlining the
commission they will pay their own agents before they show any
properties. If a seller wants to offer additional compensation to the
buyer's agent, they can, but it is neither required nor encouraged.

While some listing agents will still try to contractually obligate
sellers to pay 2% or more to the buyer’s agent, DeLeon Realty has
taken a different approach. Our sellers benefit from our industry-
leading home preparation, staging, and marketing services while
paying a total commission of 3%. Additionally, if a buyer chooses
not to pay a buyer’s agent, Ken DelLeon and his team will represent
them on our listings at no cost to either the buyer or the seller.

Our client-centric business model and policies are just a few of the
reasons why we are the leading listing team in all of Silicon Valley!

86 RITTENHOUSE AVE

Ul T I
gy |
653 WILDWOOD LANE $4,988;000 | 6 Bd | 4 Bth
PALO ALTO 653Wildwood.com
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590 MILITARY WAY $4,988,000 | 4 Bd | 3.5 Bth
PALO ALTO 590Military.com

$4,888,000 | 5 Bd | 3 Bth

ATHERTON 86Rittenhouse.com

Contact us today!

Michael Repka (DRE #01854880) 650.488.7325
FRSCREFARE Bf 2 Audrey Sun (DRE #01933274) & 3E: 650.785.5822
Equal Housing Opportunity | DeLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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Closed Doors May @
Cost You More

Don’t Trust a Brokerage That A OUR BUYERS ONLY!
° e, 0 ° ° Y ] (OTHERS EXCLUDED)
Prioritizes Commission Over Clients |

Some brokerages pressure sellers to keep listings
hidden from buyers who are not represented

by that same brokerage on the buy side. While
this “office exclusive” approach can dramatically
increase the brokerage’s chances of collecting
both sides of the commission, it often comes at
the seller’'s expense — reducing exposure, limiting
competition, and ultimately lowering the final
sales price.

Deleon Realty welcomes competition from all
buyers, irrespective of their choice of agent. And
if a buyer isn't represented, Ken DelLeon’s Buyer'’s
Team will represent them on our listings — at no
cost to either the buyer or the seller. Simply put,
we always put our clients’ interests first.

Court Ruling Fails to Halt
Commission Collusion and
Price Fixing in Real Estate -
The DelLeon Insight

(May 2025)

o Off Market Listings " {'4[m] Agents Push for “Pocket,”
¥rti — A Hidden Sale or a AT “Private,” or “Exclusive”

Discriminatory Practice? - a.k.a. Hidden Listings -

The DelLeon Insight The DelLeon Insight

(May 2025) (July 2025)

Michael Repka | DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | Ken DelLeon | DRE #01342140 | 650.543.8501

DelLeonRealty.com | DeLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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Public Notices

Sunny Realty and Loan
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717936

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
Sunny Realty and Loan, 13690
Calle Tacuba, Saratoga, CA,
95070, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Yongwei Zhang, 13690 Calle
Tacuba, Saratoga, CA 95070.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 06/30/2012.
/S/ Yongwei Zhang /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 07/15/2025.
(07-23,30-25,08-06,13-25)

185-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
PETITION OF PETER FORD
WATSON
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
25CV470477

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
1. Petitioner: Peter Ford Watson
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
Present Name:

a. Peter Ford Watson

Proposed Name:
a. Clover Ford Watson

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for change
of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name
changes described above must file
a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING 10/14/2025
at 8:45 a.m. Room: Probate
(b) The address of the
court is: 191 North First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the
following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this
county: Los Altos Town Crier
Date: 07/14/2025
/s/ LE Jacqueline Duong
Judge of the Superior Court
(07-23,30-25,08-06,13-25)

183-T

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

Trustee Sale No. 24-00376-2FNT
Loan No: Zappettini Portfolio APN
153-14-004, 153-14-005, 153-14-
006, 153-14-009, 153-14-010, 153-
14-011, 153-14-012, 153-14-013,
153-14-014 and 153-14-031 YOU
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST AND SECURITY AGREE-
MENT DATED MAY 31, 2019. UN-
LESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS

AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER. On August 13,
2025, at 10:00 AM, at the Gated
North Market Street entrance of the
Superior Courthouse, 191 N. First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113, FIDELI-
TY NATIONAL TITLE COMPANY, as
the duly appointed Trustee (the
"Trustee"), under and pursuant to
the power of sale contained in that
certain DEED OF TRUST AND SE-
CURITY AGREEMENT recorded on
May 31, 2019, as Instrument No.
24193082 of official records in the
office of the Recorder of Santa Clara
County, CA, executed by: ZIC 1212
Terra Bella LLC, ZIC 1215 Terra
Bella LLC, ZIC 1245 Terra Bella LLC,
ZIC 1255 Terra Bella LLC, ZIC 1305
Terra Bella LLC, ZIC 1330 W Middle-
field LLC, ZIC 1340 W Middlefield
LLC, ZIC 1350 W Middlefield LLC,
ZCTB 1277 Terra Bella LLC, ZCTB
850 N Shoreline LLC, as Trustor (the
"Trustor"), in favor of CITI REAL ES-
TATE FUNDING INC., as Beneficiary,
and any modifications thereto are
collectively referred to herein from
time to time as the "Deed of Trust",
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO
THE HIGHEST BIDDER, in lawful
money of the United States, all pay-
able at the time of sale, that certain
property situated in said County,
California describing the land therein
as: SEE EXHIBIT "A" ATTACHED
HERETO AND MADE A PART HERE-
OF (THE "LAND"). EXHIBIT "A" THE
LAND REFERRED TO HEREIN
BELOW IS SITUATED IN THE CITY
OF MOUNTAIN VIEW, COUNTY OF
SANTA CLARA, STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA AND IS DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: 850-900 NORTH SHORE-
LINE: PARCELS 1, 2 AND 3, AS
SHOWN UPON THAT CERTAIN RE-
CORD OF SURVEY RECORDED OC-
TOBER 16, 1961 IN BOOK 139,
PAGE 11 OF MAPS, RECORDS OF
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIFOR-
NIA. EXCEPTING THEREFROM, ALL
THAT PORTION DESCRIBED IN THE
GRANT DEED IN FAVOR OF THE
CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW, RE-
CORDED AUGUST 7, 2019, DOCU-
MENT NO., 24248870, OFFICIAL
RECORDS. APN: 153-14-031 1277
TERRA BELLA AVENUE: PARCEL 1
AS SHOWN ON LOT LINE ADJUST-
MENT NO. 367-15-LLA, AS EVI-
DENCED BY DOCUMENT RECORD-
ED DECEMBER 07, 201 5 AS IN-
STRUMENT NO. 231 64860 OF OF-
FICIAL RECORDS, BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: LOTS 13 AND 14 AS
SHOWN ON THE MAP FILED FOR
RECORD JULY 20, 1961 IN BOOK
135 OF MAPS AT PAGE 32, RE-
CORDS OF SAID COUNTY. BEGIN-
NING AT A POINT ON THE SOUTH-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF
TERRA BELLA AVENUE AS SHOWN
ON SAID MAP, SAID POINT ALSO
BEING THE NORTHWESTERLY
CORNER OF SAID LOT 13; THENCE
ALONG SAID SOUTHERLY RIGHT
OF WAY LINE, SOUTH 58°27'05"
EAST, 200.00 FEET TO THE NORTH-
EASTERLY CORNER OF SAID LOT
14; THENCE LEAVING SAID
SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE
AND ALONG THE EASTERLY LINE
OF SAID LOT14SOUTH 31°32'55"
WEST, 299.93 FEET TO THE
SOUTHEASTERLY CORNEROF SAID
LOT; THENCE ALONG THE SOUTH-
ERLY LINE OF SAID LOTS 13 AND
14, NORTH 58°27'05" WEST, 200.00
FEET TO THE SOUTHWESTERLY
CORNER OF SAID LOT 13; THENCE
NORTH 31°32'55" EAST, 299.93
FEET ALONG THE EASTERLY LINE
OF SAID LOT 13 TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING. APN: 153-14-010 1350
W MIDDLEFIELD ROAD: PARCEL A
OF PARCEL MAP FILED OCTOBER
9, 1973 IN BOOK 331 OF MAPS AT
PAGE 14, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

RECORDS. APN: 153-14-006 1340
W MIDDLEFILED ROAD: PARCEL B
AS SHOWN UPON THE PARCEL
MAP FILED IN SAID RECORDER'S
OFFICE ON OCTOBER 9, 1973 IN
BOOK 331 OF MAPS AT PAGE 14.
APN: 153-14-005 1330 W MIDDLE-
FILED ROAD: PARCEL C OF PAR-
CEL MAP FILED OCTOBER 9, 1973
IN BOOK 331 OF MAPS AT PAGE
14, SANTA CLARA COUNTY RE-
CORDS. APN: 153-14-004 1305
TERRA BELLA AVENUE: PARCEL 1,
AS SHOWN ON PARCEL MAP FILED
FOR RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF
THE RECORDER OF THE COUNTY
OF SANTA CLARA, STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA ON FEBRUARY 24, 1977 IN
BOOK 389 OF MAPS PAGES 39.
APN: 153-14-0091255 TERRA
BELLA AVENUE: PARCEL ONE: ALL
OF LOTS 15 AND 16, AS SHOWN
UPON THAT CERTAIN MAP ENTI-
TLED, "TRACT NO. 2736 MOUNTAIN
VIEW INDUSTRIAL PARK, UNIT NO.
1", WHICH MAP WAS FILED FOR
RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE
RECORDER OFTHE COUNTY OF
SANTA CLARA, STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA, ON JULY 20, 1961 IN BOOK
135 OF MAPS AT PAGES 32 AND
33. PARCEL TWO: A NON-EXCLU-
SIVE EASEMENT FOR PEDESTRIAN
AND VEHICULAR INGRESS AND
EGRESS AS GRANTED IN THAT
CERTAIN RECIPROCAL DRIVEWAY
EASEMENT RECORDED FEBRUARY
20, 1997 AS INSTRUMENT NO.
1361 6761, OFFICIAL RECORDS.
APN: 153-14-011 1 245 TERRA
BELLA AVENUE: PARCEL ONE: ALL
OF LOT 17, AS SHOWN UPON THAT
CERTAIN MAP ENTITLED, "TRACT
NO. 2736 MOUNTAIN VIEW INDUS-
TRIAL PARK, UNIT NO. 1", WHICH
MAP WAS FILED FOR RECORD IN
THE OFFICE OFTHE RECORDER
OFTHE COUNTYOF SANTA CLARA,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ON JULY
20, 1961 IN BOOK 135 OF MAPS
AT PAGES 32 AND 33. PARCEL
TWO: A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASE-
MENT FOR PEDESTRIAN AND VE-
HICULAR INGRESS AND EGRESS
AS GRANTED IN THAT CERTAIN RE-
CIPROCAL DRIVEWAY EASEMENT
RECORDED FEBRUARY 20, 1997
AS INSTRUMENT NO. 13616761,
OFFICIAL RECORDS. APN: 153-14-
012 1215 TERRA BELLA AVENUE:
PARCEL ONE: LOTS 18, 19 AND 20
AS SHOWN UPON THAT CERTAIN
MAP ENTITLED "TRACT NO. 2736
MOUNTAIN VIEW INDUSTRIAL
PARK, FILED FOR RECORD IN THE
OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF
THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ON JULY
20, 1961 IN BOOK 135 OF MAPS
AT PAGES 32 AND 33. ALSO
KNOWN AS PARCEL NO. 1 OF PAR-
CEL MAP RECORDED DECEMBER
8, 1972 IN BOOK 313, PAGE 32 OF
MAPS. APN: 153-14-013 121 2
TERRA BELLA AVENUE: PARCEL
ONE: BEGINNING ATTHEMOST-
WESTERLY CORNER OF LOT 3 IN
THE NORTHERLY LINE OF TERRA
BELLA AVENUE, AS SAID LOT AND
AVENUE ARE SHOWN UPON THE
MAP OF TRACT NO. 2736 MOUN-
TAIN VIEW INDUSTRIAL PARK,
WHICH MAP WAS FILED FOR RE-
CORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE RE-
CORDER OF THE COUNTY OF
SANTA CLARA, STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA, ON JULY 20, 1961 IN BOOK
135 OF MAPS, AT PAGES 32 AND
33; THENCE FROM SAID POINT OF
BEGINNING SOUTH 58° 38' 10"
EAST ALONG SAID LINE OF TERRA
BELLA AVENUE, 12.13 FEET TO
THE BEGINNING OF A CURVE
THEREIN; THENCE SOUTHEASTER-
LY ALONG A TANGENT CURVE TO
THE RIGHT, WITH A RADIUS OF
350.00 FEET THROUGH AN ANGLE
OF 35° 44' 05", AN ARC DISTANCE
OF 218.29 FEET TO A POINT OF

REVERSE CURVATURE; THENCE
SOUTHEASTERLY ALONG A CURVE
TO THE LEFT, WITH A RADIUS OF
280.00 FEET, THROUGH AN ANGLE
OF 67° 05' 55", AN ARC DISTANCE
OF 327.91 FEET; THENCE EAST-
ALONG SAID NORTHERLY LINE
53.00 FEET, THENCE LEAVING
SAID NORTHERLY LINE ALONG A
TANGENT CURVE TO THE LEFT,
WITH A RADIUS OF 20.00 FEET,
THROUGH AN ANGLE OF 90° 00',
AN ARC DISTANCE OF 31.42 FEET
TO A POINT IN A LINE DRAWN PAR-
ALLEL WITH AND 67.00 FEET WEST,
MEASURED AT RIGHT ANGLES,
FROM THE CENTERLINE OF STIER-
LIN ROAD; THENCE NORTH ALONG
SAID PARALLEL LINE, 348.69 FEET
TO THE INTERSECTION THEREOF
WITH THE NORTHERLY LINE OF
PARCEL "C", AS SAID PARCEL IS
SHOWN UPON THE MAP OF RE-
CORD OF SURVEY FILED IN SAID
RECORDER'S OFFICE ON NOVEM-
BER 2, 1962 IN BOOK 154 OF
MAPS, AT PAGE 18; THENCE
SOUTH 86° 35' 30" WEST, ALONG
SAID NORTHERLY LINE, 482.38
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, AND BEING A PORTION OF
LOTS 1, 2 AND 3 AS SHOWN UPON
THE MAP OF TRACT NO. 2736
ABOVE REFERRED TO. PARCEL
TWO: BEGINNING AT A POINT IN
THE WESTERLY LINE OF STIERLIN
ROAD, 90.00 FEET WIDE, AT THE
INTERSECTION THEREOF WITH
THE NORTHERLY LINE OF PARCEL
"C", AS SAID PARCEL IS SHOWN
ON MAP OF RECORD OF SURVEY
FILED FOR RECORD IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE RECORDER OF THE
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA, STATE
OF CALIFORNIA, ON NOVEMBER 2,
1962 IN BOOK 154 OF MAPS, AT
PAGE 18; THENCE SOUTH ALONG
SAID LINE OF STIERLIN ROAD,
350.00 FEET TO THE BEGINNING
OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE
RIGHT; THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY
ALONG A CURVE TO THE RIGHT,
WITH A RADIUS OF 20.00 FEET,
THROUGH AN ANGLE OF 90° 00",
AN ARC DISTANCE OF 31.42 FEET
TO A POINT IN THE NORTHERLY
LINE OF TERRA BELLA AVENUE,
70.00 FEET WIDE; THENCE WEST,
ALONG SAID NORTHERLY LINE,
22.00 FEET; THENCE NORTHEAST-
ERLY ALONG A CURVE TO THE
LEFT FROM A TANGENT BEARING
EAST, WITH A RADIUS OF 20.00
FEET, THROUGH AN ANGLE OF 90°
00', AN ARC DISTANCE OF 31.42
FEET TO A POINT IN THE LINE
DRAWN PARALLEL WITH AND 67.00
FEET WEST, MEASURED AT RIGHT
ANGLES, FROM THE CENTERLINE
OF SAID STIERLIN ROAD; THENCE
NORTH, ALONG SAID PARALLEL
LINE, 348.69 FEET TO THE INTER-
SECTION THEREOF WITH THE
NORTHERLY LINE OF SAID PARCEL
"C"; THENCE NORTH 86° 35' 30"
EAST, ALONG SAID NORTHERLY
LINE 22.04 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING, AND BEING A POR-
TION OF LOTS 1, 2 AND 3, AS SAID
LOTS ARE SHOWN UPON THE MAP
OF TRACT NO. 2736 MOUNTAIN
VIEW INDUSTRIAL PARK, WHICH
MAP WAS FILED FOR RECORD IN
SAID RECORDER'S OFFICE ON
JULY 20, 1961 IN BOOK 135 OF
MAPS, AT PAGES 32 AND 33. APN:
153-14-014 NOTICE TO POTENTIAL
BIDDERS: If you are considering bid-
ding on this property lien, you
should understand that there are
risks involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the Property itself. Plac-
ing the highest bid at a trustee auc-
tion does not automatically entitle
you to free and clear ownership of
the Property. You should also be
aware that the lien being auctioned
off may be a junior lien. If you are

the highest bidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the Property.
You are encouraged to investigate
the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on
this Property by contacting the
county recorder's office or a title in-
surance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of these
resources, you should be aware that
the same lender may hold more than
one mortgage or deed of trust on the
Property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be postponed
one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g of the Cali-
fornia Civil Code. The law requires
that information about trustee sale
postponements be made available to
you and to the public, as a courtesy
to those not present at the sale. If
you wish to learn whether your sale
date has been postponed, and, if ap-
plicable, the rescheduled time and
date for the sale of this Property, you
may call 1.866.684.2727 or visit this
Internet Website www.service-
linkasap.com, using the file number
assigned to this case 24-00376-
2FNT. Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in duration
or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately
be reflected in the telephone infor-
mation or on the Internet Website.
The best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the sched-
uled sale. Beneficiary has elected
and hereby elects to conduct a uni-
fied foreclosure sale pursuant to the
provisions of California Commercial
Code Section 9604(a)(1)(B) and to
include in the nonjudicial foreclosure
of the estate described in this Notice
of Trustee's Sale all of the personal
property and fixtures described in
the Deed of Trust and in any other
instruments in favor of Beneficiary,
which property is more particularly
described in Exhibit "B" attached
hereto and made a part hereof. EX-
HIBIT "B" The following property,
rights, interests and estates now
owned, or hereafter acquired by
Trustor (collectively, the "Property"):
(a) Land. The real property de-
scribed in Exhibit "A" attached here-
to and made a part hereof (collec-
tively, the "Land"); (b) Additional
Land. All additional lands, estates
and development rights hereafter ac-
quired by Trustor for use in connec-
tion with the Land and the develop-
ment of the Land and all additional
lands and estates therein which may,
from time to time, by supplemental
mortgage or otherwise be expressly
made subject to the lien of the Deed
of Trust; (c) Improvements. The
buildings, fixtures, additions, en-
largements, extensions, modifica-
tions, repairs, replacements and im-
provements now or hereafter erected
or located on the Land (collectively,
the "Improvements"); (d) Easements
and Other Rights. All easements,
rights-of-way or use, rights, strips
and gores of land, streets, ways, al-
leys, passages, sewer rights, water,
water courses, water rights and pow-
ers, air rights and development
rights, excess or unused zoning floor
area development rights, abate-
ments, zoning floor area bonuses,
zoning incentives or awards, and all
estates, rights, titles, interests, privi-
leges, liberties, servitudes, tene-
ments, hereditaments and appurte-
nances of any nature whatsoever, in
any way now or hereafter belonging,
appurtenant to, relating or pertaining
to the Land and the Improvements
and/or otherwise owned by or avail-

able to Trustor, and the reversions
and remainders, and all land lying in
the bed of any street, road or ave-
nue, opened or proposed, in front of
or adjoining the Land, to the center
line thereof and all the estates,
rights, titles, interests, rights of
dower, rights of curtesy, property,
possession, claim and demand what-
soever, both at law and in equity, of
Trustor of, in and to the Land and
the Improvements, and every part
and parcel thereof, with the appurte-
nances thereto; (e) Fixtures and Per-
sonal Property, All machinery, equip-
ment, fixtures (including, but not lim-
ited to, all heating, air conditioning,
plumbing, lighting, communications
and elevator fixtures), furniture, soft-
ware used in or to operate any of the
foregoing and other property of
every kind and nature whatsoever
owned by Trustor, or in which Trustor
has or shall have an interest (to the
extent of such interest), now or here-
after located upon the Land and the
Improvements, or appurtenant there-
to, and usable in connection with the
present or future operation and oc-
cupancy of the Land and the Im-
provements and all building equip-
ment, materials and supplies of any
nature whatsoever owned by Trustor,
or in which Trustor has or shall have
an interest (to the extent of such in-
terest), now or hereafter located
upon the Land and the Improve-
ments, or appurtenant thereto, or us-
able in connection with the present
or future operation and occupancy
of the Land and the Improvements
(collectively, the "Personal Proper-
ty"), and the right, title and interest
of Trustor in and to any of the Per-
sonal Property which may be subject
to any security interests, as defined
in the Uniform Commercial Code, as
adopted and enacted by the state or
states where any of the Property is
located (the "Uniform Commercial
Code"), and all proceeds and prod-
ucts of the above; (f) Leases and
Rents. All leases, subleases, subsub-
leases, lettings, licenses, conces-
sions or other agreements (whether
written or oral) pursuant to which
any Person is granted a possessory
interest in, or right to use or occupy
all or any portion of the Land and
the Improvements, and every modifi-
cation, amendment or other agree-
ment relating to such leases, sub-
leases, subsubleases, or other
agreements entered into in connec-
tion with such leases, subleases,
subsubleases, or other agreements
and every guarantee of the perfor-
mance and observance of the cove-
nants, conditions and agreements to
be performed and observed by the
other party thereto, heretofore or
hereafter entered into, whether be-
fore or after the filing by or against
Trustor of any petition for relief
under any Creditors Rights Laws
(collectively, the "Leases") and all
right, title and interest of Trustor, its
successors and assigns therein and
thereunder, including, without limita-
tion, cash or securities deposited
thereunder to secure the perfor-
mance by the lessees of their obliga-
tions thereunder and all rents, addi-
tional rents, rent equivalents, moneys
payable as damages or in lieu of rent
or rent equivalents, royalties (includ-
ing, without limitation, all oil and gas
or other mineral royalties and bonus-
es), income, receivables, receipts,
revenues, deposits (including, with-
out limitation, security, utility and
other deposits), accounts, cash, is-
sues, profits, charges for services
rendered, and other consideration of
whatever form or nature received by
or paid to or for the account of or
benefit of Trustor or its agents or
employees from any and all sources
arising from or attributable to the
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Property, including, all receivables,
customer obligations, instaliment
payment obligations and other obli-
gations now existing or hereafter
arising or created out of the sale,
lease, sublease, license, concession
or other grant of the right of the use
and occupancy of property or ren-
dering of services by Trustor or Man-
ager and proceeds, if any, from busi-
ness interruption or other loss of in-
come insurance whether paid or ac-
cruing before or after the filing by or
against Trustor of any petition for re-
lief under any Creditors Rights Laws
(collectively, the "Rents") and all pro-
ceeds from the sale or other disposi-
tion of the Leases and the right to
receive and apply the Rents to the
payment of the Debt; (g) Insurance
Proceeds. All insurance proceeds in
respect of the Property under any in-
surance policies covering the Prop-
erty, including, without limitation, the
right to receive and apply the pro-
ceeds of any insurance, judgments,
or settlements made in lieu thereof,
for damage to the Property (collec-
tively, the "Insurance Proceeds"); (h)
Condemnation Awards, All condem-
nation awards, including interest
thereon, which may heretofore and
hereafter be made with respect to
the Property by reason of any taking
or condemnation, whether from the
exercise of the right of eminent do-
main (including, but not limited to,
any transfer made in lieu of or in an-
ticipation of the exercise of the
right), or for a change of grade, or
for any other injury to or decrease in
the value of the Property (collective-
ly, the "Awards"); (i) Tax Certiorari.
All refunds, rebates or credits in
connection with reduction in real es-
tate taxes and assessments charged
against the Property as a result of
tax certiorari or any applications or
proceedings for reduction; (j) Rights.
The right, in the name and on behalf
of Trustor, to appear in and defend
any action or proceeding brought
with respect to the Property and to
commence any action or proceeding
to protect the interest of Beneficiary
in the Property; (k) Agreements. All
agreements, contracts, certificates,
instruments, franchises, permits, li-
censes, plans, specifications and
other documents, now or hereafter
entered into, and all rights therein
and thereto, respecting or pertaining
to the use, occupation, construction,
management or operation of the
Land and any part thereof and any
Improvements or any business or ac-
tivity conducted on the Land and
any part thereof and all right, title
and interest of Trustor therein and
thereunder, including, without limita-
tion, the right, upon the happening
of any default hereunder, to receive
and collect any sums payable to
Trustor thereunder; (I) Intangibles.
All tradenames, trademarks, service-
marks, logos, copyrights, goodwill,
books and records and all other
general intangibles relating to or
used in connection with the opera-
tion of the Property; (m) Accounts.
All reserves, escrows and deposit
accounts maintained by Trustor with
respect to the Property, including
without limitation, the Accounts and
all cash, checks, drafts, certificates,
securities, investment property, fi-
nancial assets, instruments and
other property held therein from time
to time and all proceeds, products,
distributions or dividends or substi-
tutions thereon and thereof (collec-
tively, the "Accounts");(n) Proceeds.
All proceeds of any of the foregoing
items set forth in subsections (a)
through (m) including, without limita-
tion, Insurance Proceeds and
Awards, whether cash, liquidation
claims (or other claims) or other-
wise; and (o) Other Rights. Any and
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all other rights of Trustor in and to
the items set forth in subsections (a)
through (n) above. CAPITALIZED
TERMS NOT DEFINED HEREIN
SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANING
AS THOSE IN THE NOTE, SECURED
OBLIGATIONS, THE DEED OF
TRUST AND ANY/OR ANY OTHER
LOAN DOCUMENTS. Beneficiary re-
serves the right to revoke its election
as to some or all of said personal
property and/or fixtures, or to add
additional personal property and/or
fixtures to the election herein ex-
pressed, at Beneficiary's sole elec-
tion, from time to time and at any
time until the consummation of the
trustee's sale to be conducted pur-
suant to the Deed of Trust and this
Notice of Trustee's Sale. No warranty
is made that any or all of the person-
al property still exists or is available
for the successful bidder and no
warranty is made as to the condition
of any of the personal property,
which shall be sold "as is", "where
is". The real Property heretofore de-
scribed is being sold "as is". The
street address and other common
designation, if any, of the real Prop-
erty described above is purported to
be: 1212, 1215, 1245, 1255, 1305,
1277 Terra Bella Ave, 1330, 1340,
1350 W Middlefield, 850-900 N
Shoreline, Mountain View, CA The
undersigned Trustee disclaims any li-
ability for any incorrectness of the
street address and other common
designation, if any, shown herein.
Said sale will be made without cove-
nant or warranty, express or implied,
regarding title, possession, or en-
cumbrances, to pay the remaining
unpaid balance of the obligations se-
cured by and pursuant to the power
of sale contained in that certain
Deed of Trust (together with any
modifications thereto). The total
amount of the unpaid balance of the
obligations secured by the Property
to be sold and reasonable estimated
costs, expenses and advances at the
time of the initial publication of this
Notice of Trustee's Sale is estimated
to be $129,056,887.60 (Estimated),
provided, however, prepayment pre-
miums, accrued interest and advanc-
es will increase this figure prior to
sale. Beneficiary's bid at said sale
may include all or part of said
amount. In addition to cash, the
Trustee will accept a cashier's check
drawn on a state or national bank, a
check drawn by a state or federal
credit union or a check drawn by a
state or federal savings and loan as-
sociation, savings association or
savings bank specified in Section
5102 of the California Financial
Code and authorized to do business
in California, or other such funds as
may be acceptable to the trustee. In
the event tender other than cash is
accepted, the Trustee may withhold
the issuance of the Trustee's Deed
Upon Sale until funds become avail-
able to the payee or endorsee as a
matter of right. The Property offered
for sale excludes all funds held on
account by the Property receiver, if
applicable. DATE: July 14, 2025 FI-
DELITY NATIONAL TITLE COMPANY,
TRUSTEE 24-00376-2FNT 5170
Golden Foothill Parkway, Suite 130
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 916-636-
0114 Sara Berens, Authorized Si-
gnor SALE INFORMATION CAN BE
OBTAINED ON LINE AT www.ser-
vicelinkasap.com AUTOMATED
SALES INFORMATION PLEASE
CALL 1.866.684.2727 A-4848002

07/23/2025, 07/30/2025,
0 8/ 06 /2025
(07-283,30-25,08-06-25)

182-T

KAPWA REALTY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717682

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
KAPWA REALTY, 5989 Taor-
mino Avenue, San Jose, CA,
95123, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Lionel
Mangapit Madamba, 5989 Taormi-
no Avenue, San Jose, CA 95123.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Lionel Mangapit Madamba /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 07/03/2025.
(07-16,23,30-25,08-06-25)

181-T

LOPEZ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717710

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
LOPEZ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
LLC, 1726 Smith Ave, San Jose,
CA, 95112, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): LOPEZ
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE LLC, 1726
Smith Ave, San Jose, CA 95112.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 07/03/2025.
/S/ Enrique Mario Lopez /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 07/07/2025.
(07-16,23,30-25,08-06-25)

180-T

CAFFEINE BODEGA
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717726

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: CAF-
FEINE BODEGA, 1484 Pol-
lard Road, Ste 3107, Los Gatos,
CA, 95032, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): THE KAIZEN GROUPE
L.L.C., 1484 Pollard Road, Ste
3107, Los Gatos, CA 95032.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 07/04/2025.
/S/ Matthew Clark /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 07/07/2025.
(07-16,23,30-25,08-06-25)

179-T

Hope Counseling Center of
Silicon Valley
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717546

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: Hope Counseling Center
of Silicon Valley, 1101 S. Win-
chester Blvd, #K236, San Jose,
CA, 95128, Santa Clara County.
The business is
owned by: copartners.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Diane
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Wood, 1101 S. Winchester Blvd,
#K236, San Jose, CA 95128, Dr
Ardel Payne, 1101 S. Winchester
Blvd, #K236, San Jose, CA 95128.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 07/01/1999.
18/ Diane Wood /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 06/30/2025.
(07-16,23,30-25,08-06-25)

178-T

SMCO CONSTRUCTION LLC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717672

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
SMCO CONSTRUCTION LLC,
8831 Morey Way, Gilroy, CA,
95020, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
SMCO CONSTRUCTION LLC,
8831 Morey Way, Gilroy, CA 95020.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 06/30/2025.
/S/ Omar Mendoza Maldoi /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 07/03/2025.
(07-16,23,30-25,08-06-25)

177-T

AF WOOD PRESERVING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717360

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: AF WOOD PRESERVING,
1056 Lynn Way, Sunnyvale, CA,
94087, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Arsenio Ferreira, 1906 Plymouth
St, Mountain View, CA 94043.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 04/12/2000.
/S/ Arsenio Ferreira /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 06/24/2025.
(07-16,23,30-25,08-06-25)

176-T

MOSAIC MUSIC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717621

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: MOSAIC MUSIC, 692 Bor-
regas Ave, Sunnyvale, CA,
94085, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Stephen Mckee, 692 Borre-
gas Ave, Sunnyvale, CA 94085.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 12/06/2017.
/S/ Stephen Mckee /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 07/02/2025.
(07-16,23,30-25,08-06-25)

174-T

CYSTEMATIC SOLUTIONS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717575

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: CYSTEM-
ATIC SOLUTIONS, 309 Laurel-
wood Road Suite 17, Santa Clara,
CA, 95054, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): As-
ghar Laique, 309 Laurelwood Rd.
Suite 17, Santa Clara, CA 95054.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 06/30/2025.
/S/ Asghar Laique /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 06/30/2025.
(07-09,16,23,30-25)

173-T

ARTWORK BY TERESA H KO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN716853

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: ART-
WORK BY TERESA H KO, 26480
Anacapa Drive, Los Altos Hills,
CA, 94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Teresa H Ko, 26480 Anacapa
Drive, Los Altos Hills, CA 94022.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 12/31/2024.
/S/ Teresa H Ko /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 06/03/2025.
(07-09,16,23,30-25)

172-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
PETITION OF ALEXANDRA
CYRIA EATON STANFILL
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
25CV468245

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
1. Petitioner: Alexan-
dra Cyria Eaton Stanfill
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
Present Name:

a. Alexandra Cyria Eaton Stanfill

Proposed Name:
a. Alexandra Cyria Eaton Strange

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for change
of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name
changes described above must file
a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING 09/16/2025
at 8:45 a.m. Room: Probate
(b) The address of the
court is: 191 North First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least

once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this
county: Los Altos Town Crier
Date: 06/18/2025
/s/ LE Jacqueline Duong
Judge of the Superior Court
(07-09,16,23,30-25)

171-T

FIT
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717480

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: FIT,
600 Fremont Ave, Los Altos,
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
IMPACT FITNESS, LLC, 600 Fre-
mont Ave, Los Altos, CA 94024.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 08/04/2000.
/S/ Tracey Downing /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 06/26/2025.
(07-09,16,23,30-25)

170-T

PRONTO LED DISPLAYS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717402

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: PRONTO LED DISPLAYS,
727 Lakefair Dr, Sunnyvale, CA,
94089, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
PRONTO ELECTRONIC DISPLAYS
LLC, 548 Market St. #703770,
San Francisco, CA 94104.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Michael H Hawkins /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 06/24/2025.
(07-09,16,23,30-25)

169-T

PORTOLA WELLNESS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717331

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: POR-
TOLA WELLNESS, 881 Fre-
mont Ave Suite A5, Los Altos,
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
an unincorporated associa-
tion other than a partnership.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Krista
Fielding, 881 Fremont Ave, Suite
A5, Los Altos, CA 94024, Lawrence
Choy, 881 Fremont Ave, Suite A5,

Suite A5, Los Altos, CA 94024.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 02/22/2011.
/S/ Zaakir Yoonas /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 06/23/2025.
(07-02,09,16,23-25)

168-T

STURDY FENCE COMPANY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN717160

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
STURDY FENCE COMPANY, 171
Main Street, Suite 227, Los Altos,
CA, 94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: married couple.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Michael
T Hampel, 171 Main Street, Suite
227, Los Altos, CA 94022, Cath-
erine B Hampel, 171 Main Street,
Suite 227, Los Altos, CA 94022.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/01/1987.
/S/ Michael T Hampel /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 06/16/2025.
(07-02,09,16,23-25)

166-T

Los Altos, CA 94024, Zaakir Yoo-
nas, M.D. PC, 881 Fremont Ave,

Datebook

Datebook items are run on a space-
available basis for entertainment,
events, classes and groups run by non-
profits in our circulation area (pri-
marily Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and
Mountain View). The deadline is noon
Tuesday for the next week’s paper.
Submit notices via email to bruceb@
latc.com and include a contact name,
phone number and fee to participate (if

applicable).
EVENTS

Los Altos Main Library. All events
held in the main library, 13 S. San An-
tonio Road, unless otherwise indicated.
Monday Meditation & Mindfulness,
10:30 a.m. Mondays, Los Altos Main
Library, 7 p.m., Woodland Library,

All About Bees. 6-7:30 p.m. Aug. 14.
Longtime beekeeper, Enrico Reineri,
will share all he knows about bees, bee
products, keeping a hive and more.
Open Space Odyssey, 6-8 p.m. Aug. 19.
A Midpeninsula Regional Open Space
District representative will explore the
history, flora and fauna and the ongoing
preservation of the local region’s open
spaces. Programs are free and open to
the public. Information: (650) 948-7683,
sccld.org.

REUNIONS

The 60-year reunion of Los Altos High
School Class of 1965 will be held Aug.
16 in Los Altos. Information: Jim Koski,
(408) 313-4848,
com.

koskiphoto@gmail.

1975 Grant Road. Poetry Community

Hour Open Mic, 7 p.m., first Monday
of every month; Bay Area Games Day,
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., third Saturday of ev-
ery month. Other events: Wednesday
Travel Nights - Mexico: Exploring
Cabo and the Baja Peninsula. 7-8:30
p-.m. today (July 23). Join presenter Kim
Ramsey for travel presentation. Seating
will be provided on a first-come, first-

The 50-year reunion of Awalt High
School Class of 1975 will be held Oct.
3-5, including a happy hour get-together
(Friday), reunion dinner party (Satur-
day) and pot-luck picnicand campus tour
(Sunday). Tickets are now on sale and
all details are on awalt75.com. Informa-
tion: contact the planning committee at
AwaltClassOf75@gmail.com.

serve basis. Paint-Your-Own Pottery

Workshop, 10:30 a.m. July 26. Materials
provided, allowing participants to de-
sign a masterpiece. For ages 13-18 years
old. Arabic Belly Dance. 2 p.m. July 27.
Explore the world of Arabic dance with
a vibrant and interactive performance.

CLUBS/GROUPS

Assistance League of Los Altos. Chari-
table organization benefiting youth of
Santa Clara County. Open 10 a.m. to 1

See DATEBOOK, Page 31
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p.m. Thursday through Saturday.
Located at Third and State streets.
(650) 941-2610, assis-
tanceleague.org/losaltos.

Information:

Kiwanis Club of Los Altos. Service
organization. Meets at noon every
Tuesday at Neutra House Conference
Center, 181 Hillview Ave. Informa-
tion: (650) 735-1552, losaltoskiwanis.
org.

Los Altos Hills Club. Historic social
club promoting friendship and social
contacts among women with a Los
Altos Hills mailing address. Activi-
ties include luncheons, social events,
book groups, bridge and card games.
(650) 948-5382, jen-
sensylvia@hotmail.com.

Information:

Peninsula Harmony Chorus. A cap-
pella chorus centered in Los Altos.
Performs “doo-wop” music from the
1950s and 1960s. Rehearsals Monday
evenings at 7:15 p.m. at Los Altos Lu-
theran Church. Information: penin-
sulaharmony.org.

GreenTown Los Altos. Nonpartisan
group of citizens helping the commu-
nities of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills
become more sustainable. Informa-
tion: greentownlosaltos.org.

Foothills Amateur Radio Soci-
ety. Amateur radio club serving Los
Altos and local area. Meets 7 p.m.
the fourth Friday of the month.
205 Coving-
ton Road, Los Altos. Information:

Covington School,
fars.k6ya.org.

American Association of Univer-
sity Women, Los Altos-Mountain
View branch. Open to women (and
men) with a college degree who are
interested in equity for women and
girls. Information: (650) 207-6625;
lamv.ca.aauw.net.

Los Altos Las Madres Playgroups.
Playgroups for moms and their ba-
bies five and under. Play dates in and
around Los Altos. Expectant moms,
new dads and other caregivers wel-
come. Information: (650) 917-9914;
lasmadres.org.

Quota International of Mountain
View/Los Altos. Supports scholar-
ships for hearing-impaired students.
Noon first and third Thursdays of
each month. Michael’s at Shoreline,
2960 N. Shoreline Blvd. Mountain
View. Information: (650) 967-5404;
quotamvla.org.

Rotary Club of Los Altos. Service
group. 12:15 p.m. Thursdays. Garden
House at Shoup Park, 400 University
Ave. Information: losaltosrotary.org.

South Bay Storytellers. 7 p.m.

third Sunday of the month. Los
Altos United Methodist Church,
655 Magdalena Ave. Information:
(650) 494-1383, (650) 917-1920,
southbaystorytellers.com.

Los Altos-Los Altos Hills Newcom-
ers Club. Nonprofit organization,
builds vibrant friendships in Los
Altos and Los Altos Hills through
special interest and social activities.
Information: losaltosnewcomers.org.

Sonsin Retirement, Branch 5. Small
group of men who keep socially and
mentally active, have lunch and hear
speakers on a variety of subjects.
11 a.m. fourth Wednesday of each
month. Michael’s restaurant at Shore-
line Golf Course, 2960 N. Shoreline
Blvd., Mountain View. Information:
(408) 761-3941.

EXHIBITS

Gallery 9 Los Altos. “California
in Brush Strokes” by Abby Zhang
through July 27. Open 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday,
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Located 143
Main St., Los Altos. Information: gal-
lery9losaltos.com.

Viewpoints Gallery. “Simplicity and
Elegance in Nature,” works in gold
leaf, acrylic and collage by Amy Rat-
tner through July 27. Open 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday.
Information: viewpointsgallery.com.

MADSEN LLC gallery. Featuring
summer artists through Aug. 30.
Hours are noon to 3 p.m. Thursday,
noon to 3 p.m. Friday (by appoint-
ment only) and noon to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday. Information: apmadsen.com.

SUPPORT GROUPS

Midpeninsula Widows and Widow-
ers Association. Nonprofit volunteer
group organizes activities for those
who have experienced the loss of a
spouse. Meets 1:30 to 3 p.m. the first
Tuesday of the month and 7:30 to 9
p.m. the remaining Tuesdays at the
Los Altos Lutheran Church, 460 S. El
Monte Road, Los Altos. Information:
mpwwal.org.

Grief Recovery After a Substance
Passing (GRASP). Support group
provides help for individuals and fam-
ilies suffering the loss of a loved one
as the result of drug use. 7-8:30 p.m.
second Wednesday of the month. Los
Altos Lutheran Church, 460 S. El
Monte Ave. Information: email es-
how818@gmail.com.

Vasa Order of America, Lindbergh
Lodge. Organization for experienc-
ing the Swedish culture. 6:30 p.m.
second Friday of each month; sup-
per 7 p.m. American Legion Hall,
347 First St., Los Altos. Information:
(650) 948-7030, (650) 773-0199.

Los Altos Al-Anon. Confidential
support and tools for families and

friends affected by another person’s
drinking. Noon Thursdays. Room 7,
Los Altos United Methodist Church,
655 Magdalena Road. Information:
district20afg.com.

Eating Disorders Resource Center.
For individuals struggling with disor-
dered eating and body image. 9:30-11
a.m. first and third Saturdays of the
month. El Camino Hospital, Con-
ference Room A, 2500 Grant Road,
Mountain View. Free. Information:
edrcsv.org.

Cupertino Rotary Job Search Sup-
port Group. Open to the unem-
ployed, employed, under-employed
and career changers 18 or older. 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays. St. Cyprian El-
ementary School Conference Center,
1133 W. Washington Ave., Sunny-
(408) 735-0663,
jimgibson007@aol.com.

vale. Information:

Moving On. For those going through
major life changes. Led by Paula
Wolfson, LCSW of Avenidas. 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Wednesdays. Los Altos
United Methodist Church, Garden
Room, 655 Magdalena Ave., Los Al-
tos. Cosponsored by Avenidas and
Senior New Ways. $42. Information:
(650) 289-5438, pwolfson@avenidas.
org.

Amputee Support Group. A place to
meet other amputees, gain support,
hear guest speakers and have barbe-
cues in the summer. Third Wednes-
day of each month. Cedar Crest Re-
habilitation, 797 E. Fremont Ave,
Sunnyvale. Information: (408) 968-
7464; (408) 738-4880.

Ongoing Breast Cancer Support.
Recovery, renewal and education for
anyone who has completed breast
cancer treatment and is focusing on
continued physical, emotional and
spiritual well-being. 5-6:30 p.m.
second and fourth Mondays of the
month. Free. Information: (650) 326-
6686.
Alzheimer’s Association Portu-
guese/English Support Group. For
families and caregivers of persons
with Alzheimer’s disease and demen-
tia. Share common experiences, give
and receive support, and discover
ways of coping and caring. 5:30-7
p.m. third Tuesday of the month.
Alzheimer’s Association, 2065 W.
El Camino Real, Suite C, Mountain
View. Information: (650) 962-8111.

Child Advocates of Santa Clara and
San Mateo counties. Volunteers
needed to mentor and speak up for
abused and neglected children who
have been placed in the foster-care

system. Information: (408) 416-0400.

WOMENSYV. Nonprofit weekly sup-
portgroup forvictims of affluent abus-
ers. Information: (650) 996-2200,
Dear-Ruth2200@gmail.com.

OBITUARY NOTICE

CHARLOTTE RORDEN

March 25, 1935 -
February 23, 2025

Early Sunday morning,
February 23, 2025, Charlotte
Wilhelmine Flettner Rorden
passed away peacefully. The widow
of Robert Rorden, beloved mother
of Paul Michael Rorden, Peter
Alexander Rorden and Ralph
Christopher Rorden, was an active,
accomplished woman. She also
leaves behind nieces and nephews
and numerous grieving friends.

Born in Frankfurt Germany,
March 25, 1935, she had a brief
career as a flight attendant for Pan
Am Airways during which she
traveled the world. When based in
San Francisco, she met her husband
at Fremont Airport as they both had
an interest in aviation. She would do
some glider flying and eventually
obtained her pilot’s certificate.

Charlotte went away to
Switzerland to a bible school,
then to Israel before returning to

July 23, 2025 | Los Altos Town Crier |

the United States and marrying
Robert. Charlotte made many trips
to visit indigenous peoples, making
friendships with the missionaries
who ministered to them, and
sharing her enthusiasm for Jesus
Christ.

Also an avid hiker and
outdoorsperson, she was a docent
at Mid-Peninsula Open Space and a
long-time member of Hidden Villa
Ranch, a place that she loved and
hiked often. Together with Robert
she spent a lot of time hiking in
the Sierras and the two of them
had a special affinity for Yosemite
National Park.

Charlotte loved classical music,
attending the symphony as well as
opera which she loved to attend with
her late beloved sister, Marrianne
Flettner.

Charlotte never met a stranger,
it always was a new friend.

“
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JUST LISTED %% 1375 Sprig Court SUNNYVALE

THEAGENCY

e

0

REMODELED IN SO

4 bedrooms and 2 baths on one level
» Approximately 1,871 square feet of living space

* Freshly painted inside, hardwood floors, and
new carpet

» Attached 2-car garage
* Lot size of approximately 8,612 square feet
» Sought-after Birdland neighborhood

» Excellent Santa Clara schools: Laurelwood
Elementary, Peterson Middle, Wilcox High
(buyer to confirm)

Offered at $2,798,000
1375SprigCt.com

REALTOR®

— And what a location! P _ Pam BlaCkman

CERTIFIEDRESIDENTIALSPECIALIST®
Peterson Middle............. 0.5 miles.....2 min Trader JOE'S oo, 2.5 miles.. 10 min SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST®
Nearest shopping.......... 0.6 miles.....2 min Whole Foods .............. 2.9 miles.. 12 min License 00584333
Laurelwood Elem .......... 0.7 miles....3 min NVIdIa oo 4.0 miles.. 10 min
Apple Park ......ccccoveneeene. 1.2 miles....4 min San Jose Int'l Airport ...9.0 miles.. 17 min
Santa Clara Med Ctr.....1.8 miles....8 min GOOGLE e, 10 miles.. 16 min 650.823.0308
Wilcox High....oeveecine. 2.5 miles....8 min All miles and times approximate. ©Pam Blackman 2025 pam_b[ackman@theagencyre_Com

www.PamBlackman.com

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,
condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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