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Horses and holiday lights in the Hills
® 2 TF

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS

Top, the Westwind Community Barn was adorned with twinkling lights during the annual
Los Altos Hills Barn Lighting, held Dec. 7. Members of the community gathered for the cel-
ebration, which included furry friends big and small, costumes and, of course, an abundance
of holiday spirit.

Los Altos OKs awaited
electrification rebate
program for residents

By Christina Casillas
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.
com

he homes of Los Al-
tos residents with gas
appliances looking

to renovate may be getting a
little greener after Los Altos
City Council members voted
to implement a residential
electrification rebate pro-
gram.

The program, unanimous-
ly approved by city council
Tuesday, came at the instruc-
tion of the council. Council
members directed the En-
vironmental Commission
and city staff to establish the
incentive program with an
initial $75,000 allocation to
encourage residential build-
ing electrification and other
climate goals - like reducing
greenhouse gas emission — ac-
cording to a staff report.

“It directly helps improve

the local air quality by remov-
ing combustion appliances,
which means less pollution
where we live and work,”
Tania Katbi, Los Altos En-
vironment Commission liai-
son, told council at the Dec. 9
meeting. She said that the re-
bate would further the city’s
Climate Action and Adapta-
tion Plan, of which the ulti-
mate goal is carbon neutrality
by 2035.

City council initially voted
to enact reach codes, local re-
quirements reaching beyond
state requirements, in 2022
that required all-electric con-
struction for ADU (accessory
dwelling units) and most new
construction, Katbi told the
Town Crier in 2024. The city
was prepared to extend the
codes to all new construction
and some major remodels, she
said, but those hopes were

See REBATE, Page 6

Holiday Fund donations

When donating to the Town Crier Holiday Fund,
make checks payable to “Daffy Charitable Fund”
and mail to 221 Main Street, PO BOX 2061, Los
Altos, CA, 94022. Put “Town Crier Holiday Fund”
in the memo field on your check. Online donations
can be submitted by visiting daffy.org/LATC2025.
Happy holidays, and thank you for considering
donating to the Town Crier Holiday Fund.
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No Place Like This Place

Join the Y and work out 12 days
before March 31to earn a free month!

EL CAMINO YMCA 2400 Grant Road | Mountain View

THE FORUM

AT RANCHO SAN ANTONIO

GET YOUR IST MONTH OF
INDEPENDENT LIVING
OCCUPANCY FEES FREE:®
NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 31

e = . :

Find your next chapter at The Forum at Rancho San Antonio! Our spacious, serene one-bedroom homes are now
available, offering a welcoming community and peace of mind for your future. Be under contract by December

31st and receive your first month of occupancy fees FREE.

Call 650-944-0100 for a private tour Managed by P LCS
and Iearn more about this Offer. COA #204 | Cal DRE #01940673 | CA RCFE #435200344

See sales team for more details.
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Around Town

Cal Water water main project
continues near downtown

Town Crier Report

al Water Service completed water qual-

‘ ity sampling of its new water mains at
the North San Antonio Road and Main

Street intersection near downtown Wednesday.
Water gushed into the intersection and the
gutters during the morning, with samples being
sent to the lab and required to pass inspection
before connecting the water mains to the main
system, Chris Wilson of Cal Water said. Wilson
is the operations manager of the Los Altos Sub-

urban District and said the water must meet do-
mestic use standards for downtown and be safe
for drinking and public fire hydrants. Additional
work of connecting the new pipes to the existing
ones will continue in the coming weeks before a
break for the holidays, with paving work expect-
ed to be completed after the new year.

The project is part of larger efforts to upgrade
water infrastructure in downtown Los Altos that
will improve water supply reliability and fire pro-
tection in the area by replacing 7,060 feet of ag-
ing water main, according to Cal Water.

HOWARD BISCHOFF/TOWN CRIER

The intersection of North San Antonio Road and Main Street Wednesday while Cal Water Service

worked on water quality sampling.
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SCOTT O’BRIEN | 650.320.0296

Commercial Real Estate Services
scott.obrien@cushwake.com

||I|||II CUSHMAN &

WAKEFIELD

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE

4 Main Street, Los Altos | +/- 200 SF to +/- 3,325 SF; single office with shared conference
and kitchen area; nice professional service office suites with glass, natural light, and shared kitchen.
167 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos | +/- 1,224 to +/- 7,227 SF; Professional office suite with
good natural light; quiet location with beautiful central courtyard; flexible configuration; Perfect
for professional service tenants with underground parking and monument signage.

Los Altos Office Center | +/- 560 SF to +/- 1,311 SF; open office and with privates, kitchenette,
and conference rooms; Lots of natural light, quiet location walking distance to Caltrain, Whole
Foods, and Village @ San Antonio.

One First Street, Los Altos | +/- 1,331 to +/- 3,090 SF; Various suites available with private
offices, open area, kitchenettes, and natural light; dedicated HVAC to each suite.

949 Sherwood Ave., Los Altos | +/- 1,280 SF; 2 floor office space; 2 private offices/
meeting rooms; open work area with natural light; operable windows; walk to all amenities on
El Camino Real.

161 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos | +/- 700 SF; 2nd floor office suites with elevator; quiet
location with lots of natural light and beautiful garden setting.

419 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos | +/- 1,530 SF; Class A Office; 2™ floor suite with great
natural light perfect for professional services; underground parking; elevator served; walk to all
downtown amenities.

Small Office/Personal Service/ Retail Space in Los Altos | Small office space from +/-
250 SF to +/- 1,100 SF; Small personal service space from +/- 576 SF to +/- 661 SF; Retail space
from +/- 1,320 SF to +/- 2,500 SF; Call or email for details.
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We are here to help you fulfill
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buying or selling a home we will
guide and protect you every step
of the way.
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REALTORS®
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News

County shutters
two Mtn. View

massage parlors

By Giuseppe Ricapito
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.com

he county’s human traf-

I ficking task force shut

down two Mountain

View massage parlors in early

December accused of involve-
ment in human trafficking.

According to a press release
from the city of Mountain
View, search warrants were
executed at Camino Massage,
1328 W. El Camino Real and
Relax Day Spa, 1313 W. El
Camino Real, on Dec. 3. The
Mountain View Police De-
partment and the Santa Clara
County District Attorney’s Of-
fice Human Trafficking Task
Force made multiple arrests
and also identified victims
of trafficking in a network of
brothels.

City building inspectors
deemed both businesses un-
safe for occupancy due to alter-
ations that were made without
permits. The businesses will
not be allowed to operate un-
less there are repairs made and
an inspection is done of the
sites, according to the release.

A release from the District
Attorney’s Office said a broth-
el network between multiple
businesses was bringing in
about a million dollars a year.
The effort, called “Operation
Family Ties” closed down 10
commercial sex brothels across
Gilroy, Morgan Hill, San Jose,
Cupertino and Mountain
View.

Joseph Bresee, 77, and Bin-
ghua Bresee, 52, were identi-
fied as a married couple and
the leaders of the scheme. One
of their adult children, Jiabao
Huang, 30, and another co-
defendant were also charged.
More than $1.25 million of il-
legal profits were seized or fro-
zen.

The defendants were ar-
raigned on Dec. 5 with a to-
tal of 26 felonies that include
criminal conspiracy, pimping,
money laundering and tax
fraud. The three family mem-
bers have bail set at $1,000,000.

“The trafficking of human
beings has no place in our com-
munity, or any other,” District
Attorney Jeff Rosen said.

For the full story, wvisit
losaltosonline.com.

Los Altos Hills increases
traffic enforcement
to reduce speeding

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

peeding concerns in
S Los Altos Hills have

led the city council
to increase targeted traf-
fic enforcement for the next
month, with plans to look at
further long-term measures.

Consistent speeding
across several major road-
ways in Los Altos Hills led
the city council at its Dec.
9 meeting to ask the Santa
Clara County Sheriff’s Of-
fice to increase traffic en-
forcement in problem areas
through Jan. 15 and report
back in January on results,
according to city staff. A city
staff report showed south-
bound Robleda Road and
Dori Lane had some of the
highest speeding rates, while
southbound Altamont Road
and Padre Court had fre-
quent speeds near or above
40 mph in a 25-mph zone.
Northbound Elena Road and
Josefa Lane also had higher
overall speeds compared to
other hillside corridors.

Data collected from July
through early December
showed morning and late af-
ternoon peaks had the high-
est amount of speeding, with
the highest maximum speeds

generally seen between 5-7
a.m. Los Altos Hills has used
a portable speed feedback
sign this year in several loca-
tions to try to reduce speed-
ing and to collect data on
how fast cars are going.

While the council agreed
on a temporary solution,
long-term enforcement of
larger areas could require
more  full-time  sheriff’s
deputies and more operat-
ing hours, increasing costs,
which did not garner full
council support.

Several council members
expressed concern about the
increased costs of adding
more officers to patrol Los
Altos Hills. Councilmember
Stanley Mok did not want to
add a full-time position dedi-
cated to speeding, given the
cost, but was open to target-
ed enforcement.

“Before we do anything,
we should do some additional
research on this,” Mok said.
“I do know if we have one
full-time equivalent for an
officer, it’s like $500,000 per
year, so if we make decisions
on additional law enforce-
ment in those areas, please
be cognizant.”

The council eventually
agreed that targeted enforce-
ment in areas would be a

practical and budget-friendly
way to send a message that
it was prioritizing reducing
speeding in Los Altos Hills.
Several people who live
on Elena Road spoke at the
meeting in favor of increased
enforcement to protect pe-
destrians, bicyclists, kids and
animals on the narrow roads
of Los Altos Hills, which of-
ten lack sidewalks, arguing
that speeding would only get
worse without increased en-
forcement. Others noted that
their fences had been hit by
drivers and that cars had sped
past them while they were
walking. John O’Connell, a
Los Altos Hills resident, not-
ed he can hear speeders near

JITZE COUPERUS/TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO
Los Altos Hills, with its winding roads, is currently afflicted
with a speeding problem. City officials are seeking to increase
traffic enforcement through Jan. 15.

his property.

“The speeding I hear is
late at night and early in the
morning,” O’Connell said.
“Sometimes very early in the
morning, i.e., late at night.”

O’Connell argued that
there were solutions that
wouldn’t cost very much, like
having the Los Altos Hills
Technology Committee look
into solutions being used in
the United Kingdom and Eu-
rope around camera identi-
fication technology. Several
speakers supported his idea.
The council also instructed
staff to work with the Los
Altos Hills Technology Com-
mittee to evaluate potential
traffic calming measures.

Santa Clara County Sheriff's Office looks for local mail theft victims

By Christina Casillas

Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com

he Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Of-
Tﬁce and the Los Altos Police De-

partment are working to identify
more local victims after a routine Novem-
ber traffic stop resulted in the discovery of
stolen checks and mail, according to the
sheriff’s office.

As of Dec. 10, the Santa Clara County
Sheriff’s Office has identified 13 victims.
Residents from Los Altos, Los Altos Hills
and Mountain View were determined to
have been victims of mail theft.

A sheriff’s deputy stopped a white Mer-
cedes-Benz at the intersection of Saratoga
Avenue and Latimer Avenue in San Jose
at 3:15 p.m. Nov. 26. The driver was iden-
tified as Los Angeles resident Marvin De
Leon, 23; he was discovered to have mul-
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tiple felony warrants related to weapons
charges, according to Brooks Jarosz, Sher-
iff’s Office senior communications officer.
A passenger, Los Angeles resident Luis
Casana Martinez, 24, was the registered
car owner.

In a consequential search of the vehicle,
deputies discovered more than 100 checks
and other pieces of mail.

“Preliminary investigation revealed
that some of that mail had been stolen
from a USPS blue collection box, while
additional items and mail were taken from
residential mailboxes,” Jarosz stated in an
email.

According to Los Altos Sgt. Steve Spill-
man, checks were located from Los Altos,
Los Altos Hills, Mountain View, Palo Alto,
San Ramon, San Jose and Los Angeles.

De Leon and Casana Martinez were
both booked on charges including conspir-

acy, mail theft and identity theft, he said.
Spillman said that there has been a spike
in stolen mail and checks from the Los
Altos Post Office in downtown Los Altos.
His advice is to only mail checks when ab-
solutely necessary.

“Certified mail and/or having mail
scanned by a postal clerk my help avoid
stolen mail. Don’t place outgoing mail in
mail boxes — walk into the Post Office,
especially if mailing checks,” he stated.
“Mail gets stolen, checks get washed and
residents get victimized. Electronic pay-
ments, auto payments, or in person pay-
ments cut down on check fraud from sto-
len mail. Nothing is foolproof, but this may
help to reduce the amount of check fraud.”

Anyone with information related to this
case is encouraged to contact the Santa
Clara County Sheriff’s Office at (408) 808-
4500.



News

‘Tis the season for porch pirates
Here are some helpful tips to keep them at bay

By Dorie Xie

Town Crier Editorial Intern

his holiday gifting sea-

I son, keep an eye out for

porch pirates attempt-

ing to pilfer packages left at the
front door.

“During the holiday season,
there’s definitely a lot more in-
stances of package theft,” Los
Altos Police Department officer
David Lopez said. “We have our
target areas, and we know time
frames with many burglaries,
so we do have individuals as-
signed to those specific areas to
try to prevent crimes from hap-
pening.”

Lopez said he advises resi-
dents to act quickly when pack-
ages are delivered to their front
doors. For those out of town, he
suggested using alternative de-
livery methods or rescheduling
the delivery time.

But in the event of actual
package theft, Lopez said to
contact law enforcement imme-
diately and provide the time of
theft and any additional infor-
mation about the crime, such as
security camera footage.

“If anything is stolen from
your residence or vehicle, con-
tact us, so we can take the re-
port, investigate and see if we
can develop any leads,” Lopez
said. “We can’t promise to catch
everybody or return every-
body’s product, but the hope
is that we can at least identify
these individuals and seek pros-
ecution against them for their
crimes.”

On the other end, shopping
platforms and delivery services
also have policies to prevent
and deal with stolen packages.

“We definitely understand
how important it is for custom-
ers to keep their packages safe,”
Amazon spokesperson Louie
Tran said. “We are focused on
many best practices to help that
out, including different delivery
options and tracking technolo-
gies.”

Tran said he recommends
customers take advantage of
alternative delivery methods
that best suit their needs, such
as delivering them to secure
Amazon Lockers located in-
side stores. Customers are also
encouraged to track incoming
packages on the app or leave
special delivery instructions for
drivers.

RACHEL ARONSON/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

Porch pirates are taking advantage of those ordering holiday
gifts. Be vigilant as the season continues.

“We work backwards from
our customers to make sure
they’re getting what they need,”
Tran said. “Our customers tell
us how to protect packages,
and we can do that. They can
provide instructions to delivery
drivers to hide their packages,
like behind a planter or a bush,
so it’s out of sight.”

In the event of package theft,
Tran said customers should
contact local police first. Then,
Amazon can work individually
with customers to find the best
solution for their circumstanc-
es.

“This can be very traumatiz-
ing for families, especially if you
have a tight budget this year,
so we don’t wanna take that
lightly,” Tran said. “We always
encourage customers to call
police right away because this
is a crime. Second, contact our
customer service team available
24/7, so we can work with our
customers on a case-by-case ba-
sis to give a tailored resolution.”

New this year, Amazon is
partnering with the National
Sheriffs’ Association to bring
awareness to the issues of pack-
age theft and how customers
can deal with it.

“For the first time, we’re
working with this organiza-
tion of more than 3,000 sher-
iffs across the U.S.,” Tran said.
“We're trying to get the word
out proactively with them, so
hopefully this can reduce pack-
age theft and allow law enforce-
ment to focus on more critical
calls to keep their community
safe.”

Similarly, for FedEx, cus-
tomers are encouraged to use
different delivery and tracking
options, according to a FedEx
spokesperson Allie Addams.

“Customers and consumers
are encouraged to use our vis-
ibility tools to track their pack-
ages and/or reroute if needed,”
Addams said in an email. “Fe-
dEx Delivery Manager provides
customers with updates on the
status of their package(s) via
text and/or email, so customers
can track their package every
step of the way.”

Addams also said that driv-
ers aim to ensure they and their
packages are safe.

“The safety of our team
members is top priority, and we
educate our drivers to be aware
of their surroundings,” Addams
said.
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REBATE

From Page 1

thwarted by a 2023 federal
court ruling against the city
of Berkeley that nullified laws
requiring all-electric appli-
ances in new construction or
major remodels.

The program focuses on
two different appliances: heat
pump water heaters and heat

= Bullis

pump heating, ventilation
and air conditioning units. It’s
a collaboration between the
city of Los Altos and Silicon
Valley Clean Energy (SVCE)
- approving the program was
the first step. SVCE will also
have to approve the program
for it to go into effect (cur-
rently, it’s set to be imple-
mented sometime in spring
2026).

SVCE is a nonprofit agency
that provides clean energy
to 96% of residents and busi-
nesses across parts of the local
and greater community. It’s
also dedicated to minimizing
communities’ dependency on
fossil fuels and greenhouse
gases. Councilmember Sally
Meadows currently serves as
an SVCE director.

Katbi said the program was

designed to maximize out-
side funding. SVCE would
be administering the city’s
rebate - $1,000 per appli-
ance — in addition to its own
rebate, $2,000 for heat pump
water heaters and $2,500 for
heat pump heating, venti-
lation and air conditioning
units, per appliance. The total
$3,000 and $3,500 rebates are
set to be provided on a first-

Home Repairs *At No Cost*
For Los Altos Senior Homeowners

Learn More And Apply At:

www.rtpeninsula.org
(650) 366-6597

"If it weren't for Rebuilding Together
Peninsula, | would be homeless."
-Chris, a Mountain View homeowner

Because Everyone Deserves a Safe & Healthy Home

Open

CHARTER SCHOOL

Family-Founded - Free - Public

Enroliment

FOR 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR
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come, first-served basis, Katbi
said.

The rebate program will be
exclusive to SCVE customers
“for administrative stream-
lining,” Katbi said. That in-
cludes approximately 95% of
Los Altos residents.

Councilmember Neysa Fli-
gor was interested in expand-
ing the $1,000 Los Altos rebate
to Los Altos residents who
aren’t SVCE customers, and
Katbi said city staff are still ex-
ploring how to make that hap-
pen.

“Were hoping to learn
about the administration of
the program through SVCE
and leveraging what they
know,” she said. “So we would
need to come back on that af-
ter we look into it more.”

Dave Cain, a volunteer at
the Electrification Collabora-
tion - a civic initiative to help
Los Altos meet its building
emission goals — said he was
elated the program was ap-
proved. Cain, along with other
members of the Electrification
Collaboration team, believe
incentivizing and showing
people why going all-electric
is more beneficial than man-
dates.

“It’s really the solution to
climate change unfolding be-
fore our very eyes,” Cain said
in a phone call after the coun-
cil meeting. “And it’s informa-
tive at a local level, and in the
neighboring cities that we live
in, we’re seeing it at the state
level. It’s really exciting. It’s
not mandates, and it’s not reg-
ulation, it’s voluntary action.”

Because the rebate is an in-
centive to encourage residents
to transition from gas appli-
ances to electric, eligible ap-
pliances must be exclusively
gas-powered, Katbi said. The
rebate is also exclusive to resi-
dential buildings.

“Therebate processis pretty
straightforward and simple,”
Katbi said. “First the appli-
cants will reserve a rebate, hire
a qualified contractor, choose
an appliance, apply for permits
and cap the gas line to the spe-
cific appliance before they sub-
mit their final request.”

After reserving a rebate, the
resident will have 120 days to
submit the final request or the
rebate is no longer reserved,
she said. Additionally, gas me-
ter removal is not required for
the rebate, she added, and oth-
er gas appliances would not be
affected.
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sSome residents question Mountain View's office rezoning plan

By Giuseppe Ricapito
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.com

Mountain View neighborhood
Acommunity is protesting the re-

zoning of commercial offices on
Miramonte Avenue as a potential hous-
ing site.

The Environmental Planning Com-
mission voted unanimously at a meeting
Nov. 5 to recommend to the city council
passage of zoning updates, which would
change zoning at 1702 and 1704 Mira-
monte Ave. and 777 Cuesta Drive com-
mercial office to neighborhood mixed
use, which allows up to 30 units per acre.

The zoning changes, which must be
ratified by the city council, are prescribed
as part of the city’s housing element, a
planning document which guides new
housing growth. The state-mandated
housing target dictates that the city must
develop over 11,000 new units through
2031.

Kristen Lenart, a nearby neighbor,
called the intersection of Miramonte Av-
enue and Cuesta Drive as a “chokepoint”
of traffic, transportation and commerce.
She said she lived across the street from
the proposed development site in a resi-
dential neighborhood.

Serving Santa Clara, San Benito
and Monterey Counties.

“We’re pro zoning, development and
affordable housing, but essentially not all
sites are created equal,” she said. “This is
extraordinarily not viable.”

The neighborhood group has garnered
641 petition signatures in support of the
effort to void the zoning plan, she said.
The organizers said their top concerns
are for youth and pedestrian safety; and
traffic impacts of new development.
They’ve called for a detailed, spot-specif-
ic traffic and safety analysis at the sites.

Prerna Dillon, another nearby resi-
dent, said they’ve been looking at it from
a city planning perspective, but safety
also needs to be considered.

“This intersection is highly danger-
ous,” she said.

According to the city’s housing ele-
ment, the parcel size at 1702 Miramonte
is 0.75 acres. It was not included in the
city’s prior housing element from 2015 to
2023 and is zoned for 15 units priced for
the city’s moderate income level. The site
currently includes a one-story dental of-
fice built in 1955.

A representative for the property own-
er declined to comment.

The commissioners framed the ap-
proval as contingent on meeting the re-

quirements of the housing element. The
commissioners emphasized that there
would be an added level of city review
at the point of a potential development
at the site. No housing development has
been proposed at this time.

“There’s nothing in this that says that
they can do away with anything that’s
part of the normal process. It is still sim-
ply saying this land use is permitted but
you still have to go about the normal pro-
cess,” commissioner William Cranston
said.

Commissioner Joyce Lin said, “I sym-
pathize with those who have taken the
time and effort to come speak ... we are
required to follow through and unfortu-
nately we are where we are.”

Christian Murdock, the city’s com-
munity development director, said at the
meeting the limited discretion to null the
zoning changes could be related to small
business retention. He also noted that the
analysis of the site for housing was “less
precise” than a review associated with an
actual proposed housing development.

“There are a lot of unknowns because
we don’t know exactly what projects are
going to look like,” he said. “We can’t
know that until a development actually

To show our appreciation to our clients and the
communities we serve, Pinnacle Bank is proud to

support local nonprofit organizations and help
spread holiday joy to those in need.

-

SCREENSHOT FROM NOV. 5 MOUNTAIN VIEW ENVIRON-
MENTAL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

Prerna Dillon, a Mountain View resi-
dent, said she was concerned the city
had not done enough studies as to how
the rezoning would affect the sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

comes through.”

Maximum building height would be
45 feet under the new zoning guidelines,
he said. The existing zoning allows for 35
feet.

Not all commenters at the Nov. 5 meet-
ing opposed development at the site.

“I see this change as an extension of,
rather than disruption to, the existing
neighborhood and I am excited to see a
positive change in our city’s development
happen in a place I know and love,” resi-
dent Zoe Martin said during the meeting.

PINN/ACLE BANK

PREMIER BUSINESS BANKING VALLEY TO VALLEY

(888) 485-7050 » www.pinnacle.bank
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Letters to the Editor

Let the people vote

I read with interest “City
cites lots of public feedback
on proposed downtown Los
Altos park” (Aug. 27). I at-
tended the Aug. 28 meeting
at the community center
and the majority of the audi-
ence was not favor of a park.
Residents agreed that this
issue should be voted upon.

Speakers said that they
would avoid downtown for
the three years of construc-
tion. Speakers felt that in
lieu park fees could be bet-
ter used, such as creating
a shared city pool venture
for summertime; building a
new park near the recently
completed housing on the
El Camino where there is a
dearth of open space. (For-

mer schools were closed in
the 70’s, and school play-
grounds, quasi parks, like
Portola School were lost to
housing).

The notion of this proj-
ect being steamrolled was
mentioned. Tens of thou-
sands have been spent in
consultants thus far. From
two separate city staff
employees I was told, “We
live in a republic, and thusly
we have voted to let council
make decisions.” Scripted?

A downtown park is an
enormous change. In my
opinion, the council should
have clear support from resi-
dents. We need to vote.

Cindy Andrews
Los Altos

Peek into the Past

J. Gilbert Smith’s wife Margaret plays the piano in their Los Altos home, ca. 1940s. After Mar-
garet’s death in 1973, the house and its surrounding apricot orchard became part of the Los
Altos Civic Center. The house was designated a local Historical Landmark and a California
State Point of Historical Interest in 1987.

COURTESY OF LOS ALTOS HISTORY MUSEUM

A secret look into the lives of those fallen Los Altos leaves along the streets

By Andy Dolich
t’s that time of year for
Iwalking along forest
trails, parks, streets, the
backyard or anywhere in the
leafy neighborhood that is
Los Altos.

Who doesn’t enjoy kick-
ing up piles of newly fallen
foliage and hear the crunch-
ing, crackling sound made by
dried leaves or the schhlurpp
of the wet ones? Now that the
leaves have left their branch-
es, a question comes to mind:
Where do they all go?

I assembled a focus group
of foliage forensicists.

Dr. Leif Ericsson,
PhD in fallen foliage

“At first, the falling leaves,
often still bright with color,
blanket the ground with a
kaleidoscope of color that is
as spectacular as when those
same leaves were still at the
top of the trees,” Ericsson
said. “Let’s look at how the
leaves were constructed in
the first place. From the leaf
formation last May, when un-
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folding from buds swelled by
water and warm days, chlo-
rophyll took carbon dioxide
and water, and used carbon,
oxygen and hydrogen to build
more complex substances.”

“Leaves from the trees are
decomposed on the ground
by a gang of simple organ-
isms. Bacteria, fungi, mites,
nematodes, earthworms,
insects and even small mam-
mals see leaves as a bountiful
buffet.”

“So, when you think of rot-
ting leaves, think green. The
leaves that fell this fall already
are on their way to being the
new leaves of next May.”

I can just hear my neigh-
borhood trees talking to their
branches “Hey Bud! Don’t
look so sad, I'll see you in the

spring.”

Toro Hitachi,
landscaping
professional

Toro, can’t you use a rake
to corral the leaves? Other

Silicon Folley

than the obnoxious sound
your blowers make, you seem
to be relocating the leaves
from the lawn to curb and
then the street. What about
those leaves that you don’t
bag? If you bag them, where
do they end up? Do they get
blown somewhere else or end
up in the mountains of mulch
that are sold back to us at our
favorite garden supply stores?

Dr. Windy West,
aeronautical
botanist

Do leaves have an internal
GPS function? It seems like I
could park in a desert and the
whirly wonders still end up
in my engine and the wind-
shield wiper trough. Just
when I think I've got them
cleaned out they seem to
have birthed a new bunch of
crunch overnight.

How do they find the three
inch wide gutters on every
house in the hood? Leaves
are much more accomplished
dam builders than beavers.
Show me a sewer drain and
I'll show you leaves with engi-
neering degrees.

A few miscellaneous points
for your after-dinner conver-
sation on Los Altos leaves:

« Rain soaked leaves on the
hood of your car won’t blow
off until you hit 35 mph.

o Palm fronds laugh at leaf
blowers.

o Trees can laugh when
you slip and fall.

* Leaves really don’t like to
become mulch.

o Leaves like to be placed
in kid’s books.

o Was Ryan Leaf a quar-
terback during his brief NFL
career?

Enjoy the colors!

Andy Dolich operates
Dolich & Associates, a sports
consultancy based in Los
Altos.

 Ballots for the Dec. 30 special election go out
this week - remember to vote!

e Choose Neysa Fligor for County Assessor
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Holiday pet hazards: Keeping away dangerous food

By Kenton Taylor, D.V.M.

oliday time presents some
H situations that can be hazard-

ous to your pet’s health. A little
planning and taking extra precautions
will keep the holidays a happy time for
everyone.

Holiday food favorites can be dan-
gerous for dogs. Watch out for “counter
surfing” with food left on counters and
serving areas. Fats, gravies and poultry
skin can lead to gastrointestinal upset
or worse, pancreatitis. This inflamma-
tory condition of the pancreas often
requires hospitalization and can be
fatal.

Keep trash where your pet cannot
get to it. Food scraps and packaging
can be delectable for your pet. Moldy
food in the trash may contain trem-
orgenic mycotoxins that can cause
muscle tremors and difficulty walking.

Alcoholic drinks, especially eggnog,
are tempting, along with rum cake.
Cats are sensitive to ethanol and are
attracted to mixed drinks containing
milk, cream or ice cream. And un-
baked bread dough undergoes fer-

Pet Pause

mentation in the stomach to produce
ethanol and stomach distension.

Chocolate poisoning is a common
problem, with early symptoms be-
ing anxiety, agitation or vomiting. In
general, the darker the chocolate or the
more bitter, the more toxic. Unsweet-
ened baking chocolate is the worst.
White chocolate is negligible in toxic-
ity. One-half to one ounce of baking
chocolate can be fatal for a toy breed,
while four to eight ounces can be toxic
for a Labrador. Don’t keep wrapped
boxes of chocolate under the tree —
your dog will open them.

If you have to share food, give
canned pumpkin or raw or cooked
sweet potato, carrots or green beans
without added oils. Grapes, raisins and
currants are toxic for some dogs. They
can cause kidney failure and how this
happens is unknown. Any amount can
be dangerous.

Be careful with peanut butter, as it

SONYACHNY/ADOBE STOCK

The holidays can be hazardous to your pet’s health and require extra precautions.

is high in fat, and some peanut butters
now contain a natural sweetener called
Xylitol. Xylitol, in dogs and rabbits
only, causes a release of an increased
amount of insulin in the body which
results in dangerously low blood sugar
levels. It can also cause liver failure.

Most products containing Xylitol do
not list the concentration in the prod-
uct because it is not toxic to people.
Therefore, it is impossible to predict
if a product has a toxic amount or not.

See PETS, Page 10

Phone: 650-949-5908

Make your year-end gift today!

Your support funds local
scholarships, civic partnerships,
and nonprofits.

SCANTO
DONATE

LAMVCE

LOS ALTOS MOUNTAIN VIEW
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Email: info@LAMVCF.ORG
183 Hillview Avenue
Los Altos, CA 94022
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PETS

From Page 9

Only two ounces of peanut spread containing Xylitol
can be toxic for a 25-pound dog. Xylitol is also used in
sugar-free gum, baked goods (including protein bars)
and candies often labeled as “sweetened naturally” or
“naturally sweetened.”

Onions and garlic can also be toxic, especially for
cats. Of most concern is exposure to concentrated
sources in powders, salts and minced products.
Garlic is more toxic than onion. The toxic effect of
greatest concern, especially in cats, is damage to red
blood cells, resulting in anemia.

It doesn’t take much for a climbing cat or excited
dog to knock the Christmas tree over, so make sure it
is secured. A tight-fitting tree skirt can prevent your
pet from drinking the tree’s water. Christmas preser-
vatives in the water typically don’t cause problems.
Ingestion of Christmas tree needles by cats can cause
vomiting and decreased appetite. Foil around the
base, double-sided cellophane tape or citrus-scented
spray at the tree base will discourage cats from climb-
ing. Avoid ornaments made from food, such as salt/
dough ornaments and popcorn strings. Watch for and
remove any broken ornaments. Be careful with holi-
day lights, as they are usually not insulated well and
so are easily chewed through. Burn marks on the lips
or tongue or respiratory distress are signs of electro-
cution. Tinsel and curling ribbon should be avoided
completely, especially with cats.

Poinsettias, Christmas cactus, mistletoe, holly and
amaryllis ingestion can cause mild gastrointestinal
upset. Lilies are a big problem for cats. Even biting

Rotary i

Club of Los Altos

PLEASE JOIN US
Saturday, January 10™ at 11:45Am-4:00Pm

Los Altos Community Center, Oak Room
97 Hillview Ave, Los Altos, CA

SPEAKERS

e Tami Mulcahy: Integrated Action For Planet Solutions

e Joe Richardson: Lunch Out of Landfills

e Salvador Rico: Community River Habitat Restoration
e Don Maruska: Solve Climate Change Now: Do What You Love

for a Healthy Planet

e Clari Nolet: Lithium lon Battery Collection Project
e Carter Stafford: The California Pollinator Collaborative
e Kris Cameron/Chantel Morphy: Zero Waste Community

--How to Host and Support

e Peter Landsberger/Laura Fay: Community Action Against Plastic Pollution

Let’s make 2026 a year for c
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Climate Action Summit

KERKEZZ/ADOBE STOCK

Peanut spread containing Xylitol can be toxic for
certain small dogs.

a leaf or ingesting the pollen can be toxic. Initial
symptoms typically are vomiting followed by kidney
failure 24 to 72 hours after ingestion. Delaying treat-
ment beyond 18 hours usually results in death.
Potpourri liquid or scented oils simmered in a pot
are particularly attractive to cats and are poisonous
due to the essential oils and cationic detergents they
contain.

For cats, the silica gel packs that come with many
of the presents are fun to bat around. Eating the
contents of the packs is typically not a problem but
eating an intact packet could cause an obstruction.
While your medications are safely stored away, house
guests may leave theirs in plastic bags in open suitcas-
es. More common now is marijuana in plastic bags. If
there is marijuana in the house, your dog will find it.
No drug sniffing training needed here.

Lastly, one that you may be unfamiliar with is
snow globes. They can contain ethylene glycol (anti-
freeze). If you drop and break one, the liquid could
be quickly licked up because it tastes sweet. Ethylene
glycol ingestion can cause kidney failure. Proceed
immediately to your veterinarian if this occurs.

For some cats and dogs, the bustle of the holiday
season with visitors and increased household activity
can be stressful. Providing a comfortable, quiet place
to retreat to can help and also prevent unnoticed es-
capes out the door. If your pet is particularly upset by
houseguests, your veterinarian can help with possible
solutions.

If you suspect that your pet has been exposed to a
“holiday hazard,” call your local veterinarian imme-
diately or call Pet Poison Helpline at (855) 213-6680
or ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center at (888)
426-4435 (fee for both). Early treatment can prevent
a serious or fatal condition.

Dr. Kenton Taylor is a veterinarian with Mira-
monte Veterinary Hospital, located at 1766 Mira-
monte Ave., Mountain View. Miramonte Veterinary
Hospital is accredited by the American Animal Hos-
pital Association since 1996. For more information,
call (650) 962-8338 or visit miramontevet.com.

Reg
https://givek

n person registration $30
Zoom registration $15
Snacks provided

Bring your own reusable
water bottle
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Holiday cyclists ride
for the lights

By Giuseppe Ricapito
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.com

undreds of cyclists
traversed Mountain
View and Los Altos

on Saturday, Dec. 13, seek-
ing out the illuminated win-
ter and holiday decorations in
area neighborhoods.

The 2025 Mountain View-
Palo Alto Holiday Lights Ride
set off from the Mountain View
Transit Center at 5:15 p.m. —
just after dark - for a 13-mile
and two-hour ride that looped
through neighborhoods be-
tween Middlefield Avenue and
El Camino Real and returning
to the transit center.

The event, now in its third
year, is hosted by the Silicon
Valley Bicycle Coalition, said
Mountain View and Los Altos
local team leader Bruce Eng-
land.

“Riding at night during the
holiday season with all of our
lights on is just a great way to
celebrate the holiday season,”
he said.

Each year the decorations,
lights and holiday spirit hold
new surprises, England said.
Riders are encouraged to
wear costumes, illuminate
their bikes with their own
holiday cheer and even seek
out their own itinerary if they
choose to do so.

“It’s a really long and well
attended ride. Some people
take different routes and end
in Palo Alto. Others take the
train to the event. People are
encouraged to be festive and
people are free to ride wher-
ever they want or with the
group,” England said.

The streets are navigated
by what organizers call a slow
rolling bicycle bus - the rid-
ers in the main units stay
grouped together — and there
are periodic stops for pho-
tographs. The event is inclu-
sive to all faiths and holiday
events.

Participants were encour-
aged to dress in warm layers
and wear a helmet as part of
their lit-up getups.

Have a comment or idea? Reach out

If you have an idea for Community or would like
to comment on its content, email section editor
Christina Casillas at christinac@latc.com.

Do you need to
have a Legal or
Public Notice
published?

Then look no further than the Los Altos Town Crier.

The Town Crier’s unmatched service can take
care of your Fictitious Business Name Statement,
Notice of Probate, Name Change and much more.
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For more information,
contact Melissa at

(650) 397-5208,
or email:
legals@latc.com
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Cyclists during the 2025 Mountain View-Palo Alto Holiday Lights Ride.
DEPENDABILITY, 58 YEARS IN THE MAKING
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SPECIALIZING IN
SUBARU

SUNNYVALE
FOREIGN| { —
CAR SERVICE| >

15 PIONEER WAY
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA

(On the corner of Pioneer & Evelyn)
Los Altos Town Crier's

650-960-6988 « SUNNYVALEFOREIGNCAR.COM

BMW | AUDI

Matt thé Mechanic

SUBARU | TOYOTA | LEXUS | MAZDA | ACURA | HONDA | VW | MINI

" 'You can't predict the
future, so plan for it.

Cynthia A Wemyss, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor

339 S San Antonio Road

Suite 1B

Los Altos, CA 94021
650-948-4886
cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com

edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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Become a Town Crier paid subscriber.
Visit losaltosonline.com and click on the
“Subscribe” button.

Read TC, hoth print and online

Did you know that some features on losaltosonline.com do
not appear in the print edition and that some items in print
do not appear online? That’s why you need to read both. Don’t
miss out on all the news about your community.

HAMMERSCHMIDT =

L
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CONSTRUCTION .

25+ years of award-winning Design + Build

remodeling

¢ Integrated team for design, drawings, finish
selections, permits, and building- speeds the
process and assures accountability

* Fixed price contracts for peace of mind

(650) 948 -4200 ¢ Whole house remodels, additions, kitchens,
bathrooms, exterior landscapes

* Certified Green Builder

License #716400 * 100s of local references

hammerschmidtinc.com

Contact us to belp you
create a home you love.

info@hammerschmidtinc.com

AAUW leader outlines federal
challenges to higher education

By Allyson Johnson

The Silicon Valley Branch of AAUW
(American Association of University
Women) hosted a Zoom event Dec. 3,
“Higher Education at Risk - How You Can Pro-
tect It,” featuring Meghan Kissell, AAUW se-
nior director of policy and member advocacy.

More than 90 people tuned in, including
branch members from around California. Kis-
sell focused on how the current administra-
tion has challenged AAUW’s policy positions
on higher education and offered action items to
counter those challenges.

Kissell started with a brief history of the De-
partment of Education, now under attack from
the current administration. The Department of
Education was spun off from the Department
of Health, Education and Welfare in 1979 with
three goals: to enforce civil rights laws in educa-
tion, to administer federal aid to students and to
promote equal educational opportunity for all.

The current administration has announced
its intention to functionally eliminate the De-
partment of Education by reassigning its pro-
grams to other federal departments. (As the
department was established by a Congressional
act, it cannot be legally disbanded.) The current

The Silicon Valley Branch of AAUW hosted a
Dec. 3 Zoom event from Meghan Kissell, above,
an AAUW senior director of policy and mem-
ber advocacy.

head of the department is a supporter of using
public money for vouchers to apply toward pri-
vate school tuition. AAUW opposes the diver-
sion of money from the public school system, as

See AAUW, Page 13
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AAUW

From Page 12

this will especially impact low-income students
who have few alternatives to public education.

The Department of Education under the cur-
rent administration has dismissed civil rights
complaints “at an unheard-of pace,” Kissell said.
It has also allowed a campaign to discourage in-
ternational students from studying in the United
States by limiting visa approvals and blocking
re-entry if a student returns home. This creates a
climate of fear and deprives schools of premium
tuition payments, which help sustain programs
that help all students.

The current administration has also pres-
sured schools to remove any teaching of diver-
sity, equity and inclusion. “These are very fuzzy
terms,” Kissell said, but the administration is
threatening loss of federal funds as reprisal if the
content of the curriculum does not adhere to
traditional “Manifest Destiny” and “American
exceptionalism” teachings. These moves dis-
proportionately harm women, students of color,
low-income, LGBTQ+ and disabled students
who have been left out of traditional curricula.
Under the administration’s Contract for Aca-
demic Excellence, proposed as a requisite for
universities to receive federal funding, “we can’t
talk about race or gender,” she said.

Trump’s “One Big Beautiful Bill Act” also

raises concerns, Kissell said. It slashes finan-
cial aid, eliminates vital student-loan programs
and channels public dollars into private voucher
schemes without strong civil rights safeguards.

The Department of Education will make rec-
ommendations for levels of public funding for
higher education in January. One controversial
idea has been to offer different levels of loan caps
for higher degrees depending on profession; un-
der the proposal, nurses, for example, would
have aloan cap of $100,000, while doctors would
have a cap of $200,000. Kissell urged her audi-
ence to write letters and make their ideas heard
during the period when these recommendations
are open for public comment.

AAUW offers advocacy training programs
and quarterly policy briefings to help members
stay up to date on issues and protest effectively
against harmful policies. Kissell urged AAUW
members who tuned into the Zoom meeting to
take action by participating in these programs,
attending the briefings, meeting with elected
officials and, most importantly, by voting to
defend equity and demand inclusion for all seg-
ments of our society.

The talk was organized by the AAUW - Sili-
con Valley Branch, which includes members
from Los Altos, Mountain View and Palo Alto.
For information about activities and member-
ship in the local branch, visit siliconvalley-ca.
aauw.net.
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Be a Lifeline

to Your
Community

Silicon Valley Community Foundation is working
with local nonprofits to ensure they can continue
to deliver essential services.

Donate now to help provide food, shelter and
healthcare to those most in need.
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Please join the Los Altos School District for

New Family
Information Night

When:Tuesday, Januaryl3, 2026at 6:30PM

Where: Covington Elementary School Multi -
205 Covington Road

Join us for our New Family Information
Night to get to know our elementary
schools and what makes learning here
so special. You'll hear from students,
teachers, principals, and parent
leaders. Learn about our outstanding
student experience, including TK and
Kindergarten, and the many ways
families can get involved and feel
connected from the very start.

Start Your LASD Journey With Confidence

Registration & Enrollment
What to expect and when - key steps and important dates

After-School Care & Enrichment
Programs that support working families and spark student interests
Family Connection & Community
Ways to get involved and feel a strong sense of belonging from day one
Meet Our Team
School leaders and staff ready to guide and support your family

Register Here

9
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lasdschools.org
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Mountain View boys soccer enters season with high hopes

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

( : oming off a SCVAL De
Anza Division league
title and a NorCal Divi-

sion IT playoff title last year, the

Mountain View boys soccer

team is hoping to follow up on

last year with more success.

Although it lost several play-
ers to graduation, the team has
been bolstered by the return of
approximately a dozen players
who played on the team two
years ago and the return of sev-
eral starters from last year.

“I think we are a very good
team, for sure, and I think from
top to bottom we are better
than we were last year, but like
I tell the guys, we’re not play-
ing the same teams we played
last year,” Mountain View head
coach Jim McGuirk said.

The players returning to
the team after a year’s absence
are mostly seniors who only
played for their club teams last
year. Senior forward Nicholas
Garzino is one of those play-

ers and will provide a valuable
attack threat and be a primary
goalscorer, while senior Valen
Spade, the defensive player of
the year his sophomore year in
the Santa Clara Valley Athletic
League, will also return. Mc-
Guirk will be responsible for
mixing the two groups of new
and returning together to cre-
ate the best team.

“It’s a very strange phenom-
enon,” McGuirk said of his re-
turning experience. “It’s very
different than it’s ever been.
I have fewer returning play-
ers from last year than pretty
much ever, but I also have
these guys; a good core of them
played their sophomore year.”

Mountain View will still
have several starters returning,
including Patrick McGuirk,
a defender last season who
returns to his preferred goal-
keeper position, starting cen-
terback Brayden Graham, left
back Ayan Kothari and lead-
ing goalscorer Cyrus Shafie.
Mountain View will have sev-
eral new contributors this year
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The Mountain View boys soccer team (4-0-1) is coming into the season with high hopes after com-
ing off of a SCVAL De Anza Division and NorCal Division II playoff title last year.

The team will lean on its de-
fense and the experience of the
backline, a typical strength for
Mountain View.

in outside back Jonah Fernan-
dez and midfielders Marko
Nedeljkovic and Michael Mon-
toya.

“That’s the way I coach, if
you don’t give up any goals, you

See SOCCER, Page 16

Talented Los Altos has early momentum to start season

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

he Los Altos girls basketball

I team is off to a strong start (6-

1) early this season, thanks to

its experienced players and several dy-

namic freshmen, as it eyes contending
for a league title.

Los Altos head coach Brittany Taylor
noted the team is playing at a good pace
and has a solid defensive foundation af-
ter summer workouts, calling the team
the most talented she’s had in her third
season with Los Altos.

“I do think we have a new dynamic
compared to last season,” Taylor said.
“We have some good incoming fresh-
men who are going to really help us el-
evate our game a little bit.”

Freshman point guard Taylor Ware
has emerged as a key player thanks to
her dribbling, shooting and decision
making, using her skills to help the
team on both sides of the floor.

“Super dynamic, very smart for be-
ing a freshman, getting to her spots
well,” Taylor said of Ware. “Knowing
when to get that steal, when to attack,
when to get us facilitated. You don’t see
that in a lot of young players. She has

such a natural ability and very exquisite
skillset as well, so that’s what makes her
more dynamic than most.”

Ware, along with senior guard and
captain Ella McFarlane, have created a
dynamic backcourt together, with the
pair the team’s key offensive weapons.
Los Altos’ identity will still focus on
playing fast-paced and creating transi-
tion buckets off steals and turnovers,
with a lot of points expected in transi-
tion.

“I do think playing in transition and
defensively will definitely be our bread
and butter for this year,” Taylor said.

Freshman guard Isha Peruri and
center Sahara Kaci have also earned sig-
nificant playing time early in the season
and have provided early help. The three
freshmen on the team also have experi-
ence through club and school play that
has helped them transition to the high
school varsity level.

“Isha (Peruri) has a lot of length, and
being on the wing really helps us, very
versatile,” Taylor said. “Just having size
with Sahara (Kaci) and her really helps
with movement.”

The freshman pair are committed
to rebounding and getting second pos-
session for the team, along with sopho-
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The Los Altos girls basketball team is off to a strong start this year at 6-1 as it gets
ready for the start of SCVAL De Anza Division play in January.

more and team captain Chloe D’Amico.
Los Altos has had a rebounding edge in
most of its games so far this season and
managed to secure several key offensive
rebounds in the final minute of the 36-
34 win over Cupertino on Wednesday
to prevent the Pioneers from getting
possession to attempt a game-winning

shot.

“We have girls that are very commit-
ted to rebounding,” Taylor said. “Physi-
cal, very strong, really smart, finding
the ball, so I think that is also just an-
other advantage for us with our size.”

See BASKETBALL, Page 16
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don’t have to score too many
to win,” McGuirk said.

Mountain View was more
direct last year, aiming to con-
trol possession at a higher rate
this year as it looks to get the
ball to Garzino.

Mountain View is the back-
to-back SCVAL De Anza Di-
vision league champion and
only lost one league game last
season, but McGuirk expects
a tough fight from Los Altos,
Palo Alto, Los Gatos and San-
ta Clara.

“Nothing (is) easy in our
league,” McGuirk said. “We
can’t just say we are going to
go out there and win. It’s not
going to work that way. We’ve
got to continue to work hard
and play together and not get
frustrated when things aren’t
going well.”

Mountain View has opened
the non-league portion of its
season with a 4-0-1 record to
start the season, and league
play begins away at Santa
Clara Jan. 3 at 6 p.m.

SUN, DECEMBER 21
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Our Chancel Choir will present “Christmas
Canticles” a cantata featuring a chamber
orchestra and guest singers. Come and let
this season’s carols help your spirits soar
as you reflect on God’s majesty and glory
this Christmas!

WED, DECEMBER 24 7= 7 pm

Join us for our Christmas Eve Candlelight
Worship and celebrate Christ’s birth in
Word and music as we hear the proclama-
tion of the Savior’s birth, and share a time
of prayer and reverence as we remember
the wonder of this holy night.

E.] UNION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

4% 858 UNIVERSITY AVE, LOS ALTOS
UNIONPC.ORG ¢ 650-948-4361

, 2025

BASKETBALL

From Page 15

While Los Altos is off to a
good start in its non-league
portion of the season, Taylor
wants to see the team continue
to improve as it gets ready for
league play in the SCVAL De
Anza Division in January.

“I think we can be competi-
tors (for the league),” Taylor
said. “We are getting off to a
good start. We’ve got to work
on some things, but I definite-
ly think we can be a contender
for that and definitely qualify
for CCS, two big goals for us
this year.”

McFarlane noted the team
has gotten better with each
game and has seen significant
improvement in its rebound-
ing and controlling the key.
Los Altos went 3-9 to start the
season last year, but is 6-1 al-
ready this season. McFarlane
said the team’s goal is to com-
pete for a league title.

“Definitely to win the
league would be nice,” McFar-

KELLEN SCANLON/TOWN CRIEREDITORIALINTERN  lane said. “I feel like we have a

DECEMBER 24
2:00PM
)."v

o

\
625 Magdalena Ave
Los Altos, CA 94024 P~ NN

650-948-5608 . HCU

bridges.church L LLULILA CHURCH

Mountain View forward Nicholas Garzino takes on the Carlmont defense in a Dec. 4 game.

v

good chance at that.”

Chiustmas Eve
CANDLELIGHT

WORSHIP
-t

WEDNESDAY Z AT 7:00 PM

DECEMBER

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
MOUNTAIN VIEW

1667 MIRAMONTE AVE. | FPCMV.ORG

Celebrate the meaning of Christmas along
with hymns, music, and praise songs.
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Holiday Services & Celebrations -
- .

Let us Bring
Christmas to You!

Join Us In-Person or Online

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Wednesday, December 24™ at 5:00PM
Come early at 4:30 to enjoy an amazing Christmas concert!

Visit www.ilclosaltos.com for anytime access to
our Christmas family worship!
.

Vi

Christmas Eve.
Service of Lessons & Carols
for the whole family 4 PM

SN 461 Orange Ave.

i Los Altos - e B -
FO of h I I I S foothills-church.org Immanuel Lutheran Church
1715 Grant Road, Los Altos
650.967.4906 www.ilclosaltos.com

Congregational Church

< Iy > T oV
Saint Nicholas & Saint William Catholic Parish

ADVENT PENANCE LITURGY
December 17 at 7:00pm — St. William Church

CHRISTMAS EVE
St. Nicholas: 4pm, 6PM, 9PM (French), 11pm
St. William: 4pm (w/pageant) & 6pPM
Livestreamed: 4pMm www.snswparish.org

iy 2
CHRISTMAS DAY -&
St. Nicholas: 8am & 10am | St. William: 9am & 11am {8

Ly

Qs Kked

HOLY MARY MOTHER OF GOD # JANUARY 1
St. Nicholas:
7:30aM — Rosary | 8:00am & 12:10pm — Mass

SAINT NICHOLAS CHURCH SAINT WILLIAM CHURCH
473 Lincoln Ave, Los Altos 611 S. El Monte Ave, Los Altos

www.snswparish.org

Christmas at
Los Altos Lutheran Church

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 5pm

Music by Flautist Alice Davis, % i F
Rejoicing Ringers on handbells.

All are welcome!

650-948-3012 www.losaltoslutheran.org

Celebrate the Season
at Christ Episcopal Church

In person and livestream

Christmas Eve

December 24, 2025

4:00pm Family-friendly service with Pageant
8:30pm Christmas Choral & Organ Concert
9:00pm Candlelight Eucharist with Choir

Twelfth Night
January 5, 2026

6:00pm Celebration in the Parish Hall
(In person only)

www.christchurchlosaltos.org

Christ Episcopal Church
1040 Border Road, Los Altos | 650.948.2151

Everyone is welcome
to share the joy and gift
of the
Christmas miracle.

Come join us for

Holy Eucharist
Christmas Eve, December 24th
11:15 PM

St Luke’s Chapel in the Hills
Anglican Church

26140 Duval Way
Los Altos Hills
www.StLukesChapel.org

December 17, 2025 | Los Altos Town Crier | Page 17
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cupertino district looks at budget as layoffs loom

By Giuseppe Ricapito
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.com

he Cupertino Union School Dis-

I trict has approved its first interim

budget report while layoffs and

program cuts are still on the table for the
district to balance its budget.

The district board of education unani-
mously voted to approve the first interim
budget report at a meeting on Dec. 11. The
budget report takes a snapshot of the dis-
trict’s finances from the beginning of the
fiscal year in July until Oct. 31.

The vote comes as the district has an-
nounced plans to make cuts in middle
school electives, transitional kindergarten
hours and high-paid employees in order to
make up millions in deficit spending.

“We have tried to develop a fiscal stabi-
lization plan that will then meet the needs
of the ongoing budget, ... that will elimi-
nate the deficit spending, that will estab-
lish a pathway to fiscal stability, that will
increase reserves and will recognize and
value employees,” said Tina Bernal, direc-
tor of business services.

Stacy Yao, superintendent of the dis-
trict, said in an email that formal employee
layoff resolutions must be brought before
the board prior to a March 15 deadline.

The district is currently projecting
$253.7 in revenue and $267.8 in expenses,
according to the first interim report.

The Cupertino Union School District
includes 17 elementary schools and five
middle schools for grades TK-8, and they
include Montclaire Elementary School in
Los Altos and Cupertino Middle School in
Sunnyvale, which has students from Los
Altos.

Yao said during the meeting that the
district was intending to make up $8 mil-
lion in savings from cuts. About $4.5 mil-
lion would come from staff cuts, about $2.2
million from the system changes and $1
million from early retirements.

With staff cuts, the reductions would
come over the course of multiple votes
and board sessions related to the various
unions that represent the positions, Yao
said.

“We tried to find as many of those re-
ductions as we could,” she said. “There
are different processes for every position.
They don’t come as one lump sum.”

The district also plans to make some
financial changes that do not involve per-
sonnel. Bernal said during her presenta-
tion that $3 million in supplemental taxes,
$8.4 million from a bond fund, and $3.3
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The Cupertino School District is considering layoffs and program cuts as it seeks
to balance its budget. It approved its first interim budget Dec. 11.

from a debt refinancing would be added to
revenues, while materials and equipment
costs would increase costs by $1 million.
The board is considering cutting TK to
a half-day class, a savings of about $2.59
million. Other options include a full-day
TK class which would be capped at 360

students, resulting in a savings of $3.24
million. The last option is a split day with
classes either in the morning or the after-
noon, resulting in $2.56 million in savings.

The district is also considering giving

See CUPERTINO, Page 19

The Physics Show returns for 19th year at Foothill

By Amalia Tormala

Town Crier Editorial Intern

acuum canons, profes-
sors in tutus and egg
drops are a mere frac-

tion of the events that take
place at The Physics Show,
Foothill College’s seasonal sci-
ence extravaganza.

After an inaugural show in
2006 and a one-year hiatus dur-
ing the pandemic, The Physics
Show this month returns for its
19th year, led by the same two
Foothill physics instructors who
created it: David Marasco and
Frank Cascarano. This year,
Cascarano said they will be put-
ting on 34 shows - including

children

« Come play on our 2-acre campus

more field trip shows than ever.

“We try to raise the bar every
year and push the limits a little
bit,” he said.

This year, there will be seven
field trip shows offered at no cost
to Title I students. For Cascar-
ano, these full-day experiences
are an opportunity to show the
younger generation what college
campuses can be like, including
tours of campus, time to interact
with current students, free T-
shirts and, of course, displays of
neat physics.

“This year, we’ll have quite a
few activities for the kids to do at

See PHYSICS, Page 19

Continuing Enroliment for 2025/26!
Schedule a tour now!

« Year round enrollment in classes, drop-in & back-up
care for preschool & elementary

To schedule a tour or enroll, please email our Director Erin Mobley
at erin@montecitoschool.com or call us at 650-968-5957

on weekends & schedule a tour!

Montecito

Page 18 | Los Altos Town Crier | December 17, 2025

COURTESY OF DAVID MARASCO

Foothill physics instructors David Marasco, above, and Frank Cascarano helped create The Phys-
ics Show, which is now in its 19th year. The first show day is Saturday, Dec. 20.
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seventh and eighth grade stu-
dents the option of taking a
second elective. Sixth grade
students would only take one
elective. It would result in a de-
crease of 18 full-time employees
of middle school staff and about
$2.1 million in savings.

The district is also proposing
early retirement for 475 eligible
employees. If all the employees re-
tired by June 30 it would amount
to $1.1 million in savings.

To pitch an
idea for the
Schools
section or to
comment on
its content,
please
email edito-
rial@latc.com.

The Acacia

Saturday, December 20 | 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

PHYSICS

From Page 18

lunch,” Cascarano said. “They’ll
be able to do some of the things
we do on stage during the show,
and we have some outside groups
coming to run tables.”

The other 27 shows run on
weekends at a cost of $6. Money
raised through ticket sales allows
Foothill to offer its cost-free field
trip shows, according to Cascar-
ano. He added that the field trip
shows fill all 1,000 theater seats
and the weekend shows come
close.

Marasco said The Physics
Show is designed to showcase
many of the in-class physics
demonstrations that take place at
Foothill, which he does through
classic “physics teacher humor”
that is targeted toward younger
students.

“The parents in the crowd
can look at our students and say,
‘Wow, those are some smart,
talented, well-spoken individu-
als on stage. Maybe I should
be sending my kid to this pro-

gram,” Marasco said.

On stage, Marasco said he
and Cascarano are joined by

Join our team for a unique tour of the Acacia!

Designed for teachers, school employees, and their families, this Palo Alto community offers affordable studio,

several student volunteers from
Foothill who work alongside the
pair. He said they complete ac-
tivities that students and parents
alike are surprised by - some of
which, like the “bed of nails,”
are so memorable that kids talk
about them for the entire car ride
home.

One such student volunteer
is Keda Campbell, a dually en-
rolled physics student at Foot-
hill. When Campbell observed
The Physics Show for the first
time, encouraged by her mother,
she was a middle school student.
Despite her knowledge that
the show was geared toward a
younger audience, Campbell
said she thought it was going to
be cool. And cool it was.

“I saw (The Physics Show)
and I was like, “This isn’t just kid
stuff,” she said. “It introduced
me to wanting to do a little more
hands-on (work) in STEM.”

From that moment, thanks
to the Foothill students — whom
Marasco deems “role models” —
onstage, Campbell was hooked.

“The presenters seemed really
cool and I wanted to be friends
with them, of course,” she said.
“I (later) became friends with

COURTESY OF DAVID MARASCO

The Physics Show student volunteer Keda Campbell presents a
demonstration during a previous show.

multiple of them.”

Now a presenter herself,
Campbell’s responsibilities in-
clude interacting with students
who come on field trips, build-
ing demonstrations and present-
ing for the audience, hence their
title.

“All the nerves go away when
you're just facing a bunch of kids
who are in awe of what you're
doing,” Campbell said.

The Physics Show, according
to Marasco, has become a way
for many individuals at Foothill

from Local
Businesses, Hot
c°°‘_>a. & Special

Giveaways!

one-bedroom, and two-bedroom apartment homes-ready for move-in today! Enjoy delicious treats from local
businesses and cozy up with hot cocoa! Plus, attendees will receive special giveaways—while supplies last!

PROPERTY
FEATURES

* Quartz Counters
* Onsite Parking

* Barbecues
* Bicycle Storage

231 Grant Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306

* Onsite Laundry
* Meeting Rooms

* Pet Friendly
* Community Events

Y-

to lean in and create an event
that functions to serve children.
From the theater department
to veterinary technology staff,
Foothill goes all-hands-on-deck
for The Physics Show.

This year, the weekend shows
are scheduled for 10 a.m., 1 p.m.
and 3:30 p.m. Saturday (Dec.
20), Sunday (Dec. 21), Jan. 3,
Jan. 4 and Jan. 10.

To purchase tickets, make
a donation and for more show
information, visit thephysic-
sshow.com.

* Dog Run

Contact Us Today: 650.606.5725

231grant@mercyhousing.org | acacia.liveinhope.org

* Resident Storage

e Children's Play Area
¢ And so much more!
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By Skye Dean

Town Crier Editorial Intern

t the annual Kiwanis
Tree Lot in Los Altos,
eniors work alongside

middle schoolers to serve their
community.

Now in its 39th year, it is the
only Christmas tree lot for char-
ity in Los Altos, according to
Kiwanis Club of Los Altos trea-
surer Martha McClatchie. She
said all proceeds, about $75,000
last year, fund scholarships and
grants.

The lot, open daily in the
Lucky grocery store parking
lot, is staffed by 50-100 volun-
teers, according to McClatchie.
Not only club members but also
others from the community
help out each year. They range
in age from 10 to 80-plus.

Longtime Kiwanis member
Art Carmichael, 86, likes seeing
people of all ages take part.

“It’s very wonderful to see
that we have the young gen-
eration as well as the old gen-
eration, all working together
for the good of the community,”
Carmichael said.

The younger generation
consists of multiple Scouting
America troops from the area.
According to Leela Suppiah,
assistant Scoutmaster of Troop
75 and Scoutmaster of the new
girls for Troop 4075, Scouts are
assigned roles at the tree lot —
ranging from customer interac-
tion to cleanup work - depend-
ing on their experience.

“It’s very rewarding at the
end of the day,” Suppiah said.
“And then you're at a fun place
where youre outside and you

can smell the trees. It’s just
such a happy place to be and my
Scouts love it. They truly love
it.”

The Scouts are not the only
volunteers who find joy in their
work. For McClatchie, little
moments with customers make

|IIum|nat|ng the cold winter nights

LEFT: GABRIELA DE CARVALHO TELES/TOWN CRIER EDITO-
RIAL INTERN, ABOVE: SHELLY BOWERS/SPECIAL TO THE
TOWN CRIER

Families huddled (candles lit from those
of one another) and watched as the meno-
rah was lit Sunday night in celebration of
Hanukkah. The menorah now sits near the
Christmas Tree in the Veterans Commu-
nity Plaza in downtown Los Altos.

MATTHEW LEE-ASIONG/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN
Santa Claus, pictured, hides behind a tree for sale at the Kiwanis Christmas Tree lot.

the experience gratifying.

“I've been in the club for 14
years now, and I'm at the point
where I recognize a lot of fami-
lies that come in to buy their
tree,” McClatchie said, “and
then I also recognize families
that come in now with their

SPECIAL EVENTS
LIVE PIANO MUSIC

Featuring Nancy Lane
December 29™

ITALIAN NIGHTS
Featuring Benito Rossetti
and his accordion
December 19™

children whose kids are
grown up. That’s always excit-
ing to see the time go by like
that.”

Carmichael, who helped
start the tree lot, said it began

See TREE LOT, Page 23

FULL-SERVICE BAR, INDOOR & OUTDOOR DINING, PRIVATE EVENTS

LUNCH
MON, WED-FRI 1TAM -2PM
SUNDAY 12PM - 3PM

Book your holiday party today!
Private rooms available up to 60 guests!

f“”;

DINNER
MON - FRI 5PM - 9PM
SAT & SUN 4PM - 9PM

CAFEVITALE.COM
650-559-1500 | 987 FREMONT AVE, LOS ALTOS
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" PERFECT GIFT

NEW LOCATION
NOW OPEN!

216 MAIN STREET, LOS ALTOS
(650) 948-2554 p
 THECRANBERRYSCOOP.COM 4+

Subscribeto [ sanarcose
the Town crler! subscribe

The Town Crier is more than just a
newspaper; it's a community asset.

From school sports to town council
meetings, the Town Crier keeps you
informed. - J

¥ o5 Altog Toton Crier

138 Main Street, Los Altos
650.948.9000 - losaltosonline.com

Holiday Scenes

SHELLY BOWERS/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER
Who knew that plugging in a few electrical cords and stringing some lights could strike up
this much holiday magic? From an illuminated nativity scene, top, to a house with columns
and windows decked with lights, above, Los Altos residents didn’t hold back with their
decorating. Some even made candy cane lanes, below, bordered by an enchanted forest
featuring twinkling bushes and a lit-up reindeer pulling a sleigh.
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ABOVE, TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO;
RIGHT, MATTHEW LEE-ASIONG/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

Above, volunteers help at the 2023 tree lot.
Right, garland and other goods are also for sale
at the tree lot.

TREE LOT

From Page 21

in a small parking lot on Miramonte Avenue. The
tree lot was a successor to Kiwanis’ Safe and Sane
fireworks fundraiser, a campaign that ended
when the explosives were banned in Los Altos.

“So all of a sudden, there we were without a
fundraiser, and we had to do something. ... Menlo
Park Kiwanis had a Christmas tree lot, and so we
started one ourselves,” said Carmichael, a 58-
year Kiwanis member.

Since then, the event has only grown, selling
an estimated 1,200 trees each year, according to
McClatchie. Carmichael added that the lot typi-
cally sells out a few days before Christmas.

The ultimate benefactor of the tree lot is the
community it serves. McClatchie explained that

earnings from the tree lot go toward scholar-
ships for high school students and grants for the
Los Altos Educational Foundation and Mountain
View Los Altos High School Foundation. Other
organizations are also eligible to receive grants
based on their applications.

Additional proceeds are reserved to fund oth-
er club events like the Kiwanis Pet Parade and
Kiwanis Special Games.

McClatchie added that, to volunteers, work-
ing the lot means more than fundraising.

“Our focus is on raising funds, but in the pro-
cess of doing that a lot of people meet one an-
other, get to know each other a little bit better by
volunteering together,” McClatchie said.

The Kiwanis Tree Lot is open 2-6 p.m. week-
days and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekends. Lucky is lo-
cated at 2175 Grant Road.

1715 Grant Road, Los Altos, CA |

TN
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Let us bring Christmas to vou!

Immanuel Lutheran Church
650.967.4906

Join Us In-Person or Online
For Christmas Eve Services

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
on Wednesday, December 24" at 5:00PM

Join us as children can participate in
our Living Nativity!
Visit our website at www.ilclosaltos.com

for Zoom information, for anytime access to
our Christmas family worship!

Additional online Christmas service, which
will include special music and participation
of children, for your holiday celebrations!

BK Collections

Gifts & Jewelry Since 1978
342 State Street, Los Altos 650.948.0198
bkcollectionslosaltos.com We Gift Wrap

COLLECTIDNGS

=

|  www.ilclosaltos.com
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Town Crier Report

hoose from
two popular
annual holiday
concerts this
Sunday, Dec. 21.
Enjoy the sounds of the
season (and more) with the
Gryphon Carolers perform-
ing in Los Altos or the Oak-
land Interfaith Gospel Choir
in Mountain View.

e 44th Annual Gryphon
Carolers Holiday Concert,
6-8:30 p.m. (doors open at
5:30) at Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1715 Grant Road, Los
Altos.

The Gryphon Carolers have
been delighting audiences for
decades. Styles range from
madrigals and world/folk tra-
ditions to pop and beyond.

Tickets are $15-$30. The
concert will likely sell out, so

Enjoy a holiday concert this Sunday

book ahead at tinyurl.com/
GryphonCarolersDec21.

e 17th Annual South Bay
Holiday Gospel Concert from
the Oakland Interfaith Gos-
pel Choir, 6:30 p.m. Mountain
View Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, 500 Castro St.

Experience an evening of
joy and unity from this award-
winning choir.

Tickets are $43-$60. Call (650)
903-6000 or visit mvcpa.com.

St. Simon Catholic
Church & School

Please check our website for
links to Live Stream Mass
www.stsimon.church

Mass Schedule
Weekday: 6:30 am & 8:30 am
Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos 94024
650-880-1401

@%*aw

LO5\\S (0)\\J @3 1 0) ;704 ; @ First Church of Chrlst Scientist

A Community of Christ Followers Loving,
Learning & Serving Together

Worship 10am
~ Join us in person or online ~

www.youtube.com/
@unionpreshyterianchurchlos437

858 University Ave.
www.unionpc.org

(650) 948-4361

‘(“p,,%;
€< €SS
SN

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

401 University Ave,

LOS ALTOS
Sunday Service | Sunday School
10AM-11AM  10AM-11AM

Wed. Testimony Meeting 7:30PM
~ Call-in Available for Services ~
— READING ROOM 60 Main Street —
Wed 9:30aM -12PM + Thur 2PM - 4PM + Sat 9AM-12PM
See website for details and updates
ChristianScienceLosAltos.org

NN

People, Majfer. Triith Mai
P Thazwpdwﬂur 3:17 Hope.

S'wvwe/

10:45am on Sundays

i 11 625 Magdalena Ave
il Los Altos 92024
. 650.948.5698

Hm of s Mx@w’Tm Sehools « wirJacs com

Los Altos Lutheran Church
Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10AM In-Person & Online

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.LosAltosLutheran.org

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012
office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Zoom Link

Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D.

St. Nicholas Church
473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos
Mass Schedule

Sat: 8am
Sun: 8am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French)
M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm

Stanley, Pastor

St. William Church
611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos
Mass Schedule

Sat: 4 pm
Sun: 9 am, 11 am*, 5 pm
*in-person & livestream

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS
Join us online or in person

for worship at 10 am!

Inspirational messages and
great music! Please
- Wiy !\

visit our website
m '"ﬂi at ilclosaltos.com
for more information!
1715 Grant Road, Los Altos
650-967-4906 « www.ilclosaltos.com

Christ Episcopal Church

Inshived Worship. Relenant Preaching. Transcendent Music.

Sundaoy Services In Person

8:00 a.m. Hpokon Fucharis
10:15 a.m.

lloly Lucharist Service (alio via Jpom)

Chiddeure pmsidw.hm Suruﬁlj ARy qurulg UV H arreive ,

1240 Bosder Rose Loz Altas

BRo-gq B-2151

www.christchurchlosaltes.org

SUNDAY SERVICES

10 AM
190 Jordan Avenue,
Los Altos

9 AM & 11:30 AM
1300 Grant Road,
Los Altos

Online Service
9 AM and 11:30 AM
Cuestapark.org

ALL ARE WELCOME

Page 24 | Los Altos Town Crier | December 17, 2025

‘N"G*&%' —_—e
To list your Religious Organization,
please email Janice at

JaniceF@Latc.com
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Bayer Ballet's ‘'Snow Queen’
opens Friday in Mtn. View

PHOTO BY MARK & TRACY PHOTOGRAPHY

“The Snow Queen” is en pointe at last year’s
Bayer Ballet show at MVCPA.

By Olivia Levesque Ouellette

Town Crier Editorial Intern

ayer  Ballet  Academy
B School’s annual perfor-

mances of “The Snow
Queen” are scheduled to run this
weekend in downtown Mountain
View.

Now in its 11th year, the shows
will be held Friday and Saturday at
the Mountain View Center for the
Performing Arts, MainStage, 500
Castro St.

Based on Hans Christian An-
derson’s fairy tale, “The Snow
Queen” follows a young girl named
Gerda who embarks on a magical
journey to save her friend, Kai.

Inna Bayer, who owns the
Mountain View-based academy
and serves as artistic director, said
she has choreographed the show
since 2014, adding classical and
neoclassical ballet elements.

“I think people will love it,” the
Saratoga resident said. “It’s a nice
story, which is (also) interesting
for young kids and for adults. Also,
our (students) are dancing profes-
sionally, so we bring in a beautiful
quality and I know that many peo-
ple say that it’s the best Christmas
show.”

The cast of 150 dancers, rang-
ing in age from 9 to 18, auditioned
in October and began rehearsals
in November, according to dancer
Sydney Qian, who performs the
role of Gerda.

“T always enjoy how (Bayer) al-
ways gives a lot of corrections (to
our technique), even at rehears-

als or classes, and pays a lot of at-
tention to detail, which I think
you can’t find anywhere else,” the
14-year-old said.

“I think the audience can ex-
pect a lot of vulnerability or emo-
tion portrayed on stage through-
out the ballet.”

This year, Bayer Ballet wanted
to focus on the presentation of the
upper body throughout the dance,
according to Diana Levine, who
dances multiple roles in the show.

“We already kind of built the
foundation (of the dance) over the
past two years, so now we need
to work on our upper body and
our presentation,” the 15-year-old
said. “Also, the upper body in our
presentation is a really unique way
to express ourselves that no other
ballet school does.”

Miley Liu, dancing as the Mas-
ter Troll in the show, said “The
Snow Queen” is an engaging and
magical experience for the audi-
ence.

“(The show) is certainly one
of a kind, like for each audience
member, it’s really different,” the
15-year-old said. “Each character
has such a unique personality that
it takes the audience through an
adventure of their own. You really
feel like youre in the story with
Gerda, and I think it’s really lively
and a very warm and happy story.”

Performances are set for 7 p.m.
Friday and 1 and 6 p.m. Saturday.
Each show runs approximately
two hours and 20 minutes, with a
20-minute intermission. Tickets
are $42-$65.50.



Los Altos ‘lown Crier Holiday Fundraiser 2025

Grants from the Town Crier Holiday Fund support agencies in Silicon Valley

that touch the real needs of people.

“At this time of year, we are inundated with requests for donations. Giving to the Town Crier Holiday Fund assures us that 100%

Child Advocates of Silicon Valley
Matching neglected children with adult advocates.

Los Altos Youth Theatre
Los Altos Stage Company

Intelligence Program

partnerships.

businesses.

Help One Child

Hidden Villa

Hope’s Corner

unhoused.

DONORS AS OF DECEMBER 10, 2025

LEAD DONORS:

The David & Lucile Packard Foundation .................. $20,000.00
The Krause Foundation $17,000.00
Dinesh Desai $10,000.00
Ellen S. Jamieson $25,000.00
BUSINESS AND ORGANIZATIONS Judy Miner.... ... $1,000.00
Starlight Caregivers................... $100.00 Rosemarie an .. $100.00
Anne Wojcicki Foundation... $5,000.00 Nicolette MUSSO .........evueerevceuenne $50.00
Peter Myers Latourrette, TTEE $1,000.00
INDIVIDUALS Adam Nash......ccccococemerruuennerenens $1,000.00
Anonymous (5) ... $$925.00 Roxanne Nelsen... ... $500.00
Amount Left Blank... Myra and Carl Orta......... ... $100.00
Gerri Ann Acers Sharon and John Patterson........ $500.00
Keith Amidon and Marianne Poblenz............ ... $500.00
Rani Menon.........oevucvennnns $2,000.00 Douglass K. Roberts.... $1,200.00
Roger and Donna Anderson..... $200.00 Thomas Randall Rogers............. $500.00
Anne and Buz Battle................ $1,000.00 Janet RUNYON........cccovvvveevvennriunnne $500.00
Judy Bogard Susan Elliott Russel ................. $1,000.00
Margaret Bruno .... The Rich and Sally Slavin
Arthur and Jean Carmichael Family Fund ....

Sally and Mario Chavez........
Kim and Colette Cranston ...
Judy Dodge.......covvvvureicianne
Linda Dotson .

Jeanne and Roy Evilsizer .
Janet Farmer..........
Kacey Fitzpatrick..
Pam and Bob Galen..
Lonnie Gary .............. .
Maurice Eugene Hamilton ...
Kathy and Kirk Hanson...
Richard L Henning...
Duanni Hurd.........
Matthew and Connie Iv
Sandra and Wayne Kelly..
Janet and Ray Klinke....
Alfred and Maureen Lane
Mary Larsen ..................
Mark and Donna Lee
MJ and Jerry Lopatin ... . .
Steven Lovett and Abby King.... $350.00
Lenore and Paul Lovoi. .

Rebecca Lowell .
Eric Lutkin & Deanne Tucker-... $500.00
Michael J. Madda..... . $500.00
Kirk and Kathy Mahncke
T.J. McClenahan........
John P McDonnell....
Rachel Michelberg and

Richard Partridge .......cccccouevuunnce $500.00

Karen Salzer .
Carl & Stephanie Schachter....... $250.00
Gerri Schultz.....
Margaret B. Sentous....
Thomas and Karen Smith...
Will Tholke...................

Nomi G Trapnell..

Paul Van Buren.............

Mark and Karen T Vasser.......... .
Roy B. Woolsey .......cccovevuuneruunnce $250.00
John Zeisler and

Jennifer Bailey.........cccoccuuunece. $1,000.00

IN MEMORY OF:
Liz Nyberg....
In the Memory of Paul Nyberg

Thomas B Blaisdell..................... $500.00
In Memory of Margi Gould Sheri and
Tom Blaisdell

Dana A Kreitter.............cooommrervvenns $200.00
In Memory of Dan Kreitter

Carol D. Kuiper.......cc..coevveveunnee $500.00
In memory of Ralph Kuiper

Patricia N. Grimm................... $1,000.00
in Memory of Bob and Marion Grimm
Susan and Clinton Nagy............ $100.00
In Memory Of Alison Minshall

Total Donors 80
Total $$ to date........cccoervrrvvunnee $113,175.00

Making theater a safe and great place for children to be.

Community Services Agency’s
Keep Low Income Seniors Housed
Provides housing financial assistance to seniors

Brings music, art and dance to special needs students through
Day Worker Center of Mountain View

Connects day workers with jobs offered by homeowners and

Performs foster parent recruitment, support, training.

Provides meals and shower facilities for the underserved and

Mentor Tutor Connection

schools.

Community School of Music and Arts Artistic
MERIT Program (Making Education
Relevant and Interactive through

Technology)

Provides teachers with tech tools at the Krause Center for

Innovation at Foothill College.

Music for Minors

Provides music education to schools through docent training.

MVLA Scholars

Serves low-income first-generation college students from

Mountain View and Los Altos.

Provides summer camperships for underprivileged families.
Veterans Resource Center at Foothill

College

Helps veterans transition to schooling and employment.

o ".‘l "i L

Matches at-risk youths with adult mentors, tutors in local

of our money goes directly to groups that are doing the most good for the most people without any added overhead costs.
This is among my favorite charities.”

WHERE THE MONEY WILL GO:

~ Dick Henning, Founder, Celebrity Forum

Los Allos Tozm Cmer
- Holiday Fundraiser 2025

1. THE BEST WAY TO CONTRIBUTE:
Donate with a credit/debit card or ACH securely at

www.daffy.org/latc2025

2. DONATE STOCK OR CRYPTO:

Follow the steps at https://www.daffy.org/latc-fags or contact support@daffy.org for help.

3. DONATE BY CHECK:

Send a check payable to “Daffy Charitable Fund” to Daffy, 221 Main St., PO BOX 2061,
Los Altos, CA 94023. Indicate “TCHF 2025” in the memo line

U By sending a check you agree to the Daffy Member Agreement, available at daffy.org/legal

Name:

(Print name as you want displayed on donor list)

Business Name:

*Email:

(Email is required for all tax receipts)

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)

4 In my name as shown above
U In the name of business above
-OR-

O In Honor of: d In Memory of:

O As a gift for:

All donors and their gift
amounts will be published in the
Los Altos Town Crier unless the
hoxes below are checked.

Q | wish to contribute anonymously

Q Please withhold the amount of my
contribution

The Town Crier Holiday Fundraiser is a donor ad-
vised fund of the Daffy Charitable Fund, a 501(c)

(Name of Person)

(3) charitable organization. All contributions are
tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Daf-
fy Charitable Fund nonprofit tax id 86-3177440.
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Business & Real Estate

Greetings from California: Greeting cards highlight local landmarks

By Grace Lin

Town Crier Editorial Intern

os Altos’ Linden Tree Books, the
LStanford Dish hiking trail and
Hillsborough’s famous Flintstone
House are among the Bay Area landmarks
illustrator Courtney Beyer features on the
greeting cards and stickers she creates.
“They are places that I have a connec-
tion with, so I get a kick out of making
them and I see the customers get a kick
out of them too,” the Los Altos Hills na-
tive said. “... I hope my cards give them
a smile on their face. I hope they have
a chuckle, even if they don’t buy it and
that they think it’s funny or cool that my
cards have something local to just us.”
Beyer first started illustrating Bay
Area landmarks after a friend suggested

Reach out!

If you have an idea for Business
& Real Estate or would like to
comment on its content, email
section editor Christina Casillas
at christinacelatc.com.

she make a card featuring the Stanford
Dish. Beyer said the card sold excep-
tionally well, leading her to create more
Bay Area-inspired greeting cards.

“When I'm creating, I have to
keep my customer in mind,” Beyer
said. “San Francisco-themed cards are
some of my best sellers. It’s not
necessarily artistically pushing me,
but from a business perspective, they
sell very well and propel my business
- it’s very enjoyable, but that’s also a
motivation.”

Her cards are featured in more than
60 stores nationwide and she’s collabo-
rated with brands like Mattel and Hall-
mark. Along with cards and stickers,
Beyer also sells stationary and offers
illustration and pattern-design services
for commercial use on her website.

Herillustration of Linden Tree Books
is part of a larger collection of greeting
cards that pay tribute to Bay Area land-
marks that include the Golden Gate
Bridge and the Stanford Theatre.

Before Beyer became
an illustrator, she worked in biotech.
The 2005 graduate of Los Altos High

School attended the University of

RECENTLY SOLD LISTINGS
JUSTSOLD!

12698 LA CRESTA DRIVE

LOS ALTOS HILLS, CA 94022

$7,501,000 | 5 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS
Sold over $1M over list price with 3 offers

JEE

100 000D DRIVE

$4,298,000 | 3 BEDS | 2 BATHS
Sold for over $1M over list price with 10 offers

LYNN NORTH

650.703.6437
LIC. #01490039
LynnNorth.com

Call Lynn to see what she can do for your home!

L.NORTH@THEAGENCYRE.COM

JUST SOLD!
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370 SEQUOIA DRIVE

LOS ALTOS, CA 94024

$4,510,000 | 3 BEDS | 2.5 BATHS
Sold over $1M over list price with 13 offers

JUST S0LD!
=

T, e
1617 DALLAS COURT

LOS ALTOS, CA 94024

$4,203,225 | 5 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS
Sold over $200K with 3 offers

7]

THEAGENCY
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Michigan on a swimming scholarship
and earned a degree in anthropology.
After working several years in bio-
tech and exploring UX design, Beyer
said she traveled to Spain to learn about
designing Islamic art patterns. During
maternity leave, she returned to draw-
ing - something she did growing up.
Encouraged by her family, Beyer
began creating greeting cards, initially
for friends and family, and then starting
selling them on her website in 2014.
Beyer emphasizes sustainability, us-
ing biodegradable sleeves, compostable
or recycled paper greetings and wood-
en pins. Her designs are often nature-
inspired, including flowers, trees and
other local flora, as well as motherhood
themes, reflecting her personal life.
“Growing up in the Bay Area and en-
joying nature, I feel like I can’t not be
inspired by the world around me,” the
Menlo Park resident said. “A lot of the

mothering themes are what I like and
what my life is. I try to keep my cards
authentic to me.”

While Linden Tree is her only Los
Altos-specific landmark at the mo-
ment, Beyer said she has a few more in
the works: Shoup Park, the Festival of
Lights Parade and the “Welcome to Los
Altos” sign.

In the future, Beyer hopes to sell her
work in downtown Los Altos gift shops
and work on a project with Arts Los Al-
tos, an organization that creates public
art in town.

“It adds beauty and fun,” Beyer said
of the importance of local art. “It makes
people want to come down to Los Altos
and enjoy it. People don’t realize how
much art they see on a daily basis, and
that there are artists behind it.”

To purchase Beyer’s cards and oth-
er products and for more information,
visit courtneybeyerdesign.com.
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COURTESY OF COURTNEY BEYER

Courtney Beyer’s card designs include Bay Area landmarks like Los Altos’ Linden

Tree Books.
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here’s to the season of

LOVE & TOGETHERNESS

May your home be a place of peace, your days filled with laughter, and your heart full of
gratitude. Wishing you and your loved ones the happiest of holidays.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
— SERENO ——

SAN FRANCISCO - PENINSULA - SILICON VALLEY « SOUTH COUNTY « EAST BAY « SANTA CRUZ - MARIN « WINE COUNTRY + TAHOE - SIERRA FOOTHILLS «- CENTRAL COAST
SERENO.COM | DRE 02101181
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g 1 Sold in the 4" Quarter
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BROKER ASSOCIATE

IN LOS ALTOS/LOS ALTOS HILLS wﬁ@,izi.“_
o

H

IN CALIFORNIA

52

IN THE UNITED STATES

Per RealTrends, June 2025
As an Individual Agent based
on Sales Volume

25310 Elena Rd, Los A

Ready to SELL in 20267
call Kathy.

ﬁ 650.868.7677 | Lic#01189798 | kathybridgman.com

COMPASS

It is a privilege to be a trusted resource for all things
real estate. | am so grateful for the support and
relationships made year after year.

Wishing you very

Happy Holidays!

F— B i AT
721 Raymundo Ave, Los Altos

Represented Buyer - & o ; -' g B 4 Bay Tree Ln, Los Altos
| 3 | r 3 Represented Buyer
=St T
27420 Deer Springs Way, Los Altos Hills e

12580 Miraloma Way, Los Altos Hills
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Public Notices

HENRYS PAINTING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721945

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: HEN-
RYS PAINTING, 1121 Star-
bird Circle #1, San Jose, CA,
95117, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Henry
David Solorzano Moreno, 1121 Star-
bird Circle #1, San Jose, CA 95117.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 12/10/2025.
/8/ Henry David Solorzano Moreno /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/10/2025.
(12-17,24,31-25,01-07-26)

302-T

TEQSCALE SOLUTIONS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721944

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: TE-
QSCALE SOLUTIONS, 830 Stew-
art Dr Ste 208, Sunnyvale, CA,
94085, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): G R EN-
TERPRISES INC, 870 E EI Camino
Real Apt 427, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 06/03/2025.
/S/ Gopichowdary Ravipati /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/10/2025.
(12-17,24,31-25,01-07-26)

301-T

GOLDEN EYE LIMOUSINE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721943

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
GOLDEN EYE LIMOUSINE, 830
Stewart Dr Ste 208, Sunnyvale,
CA, 94085, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): G R EN-
TERPRISES INC, 870 E EI Camino
Real Apt 427, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Gopichowdary Ravipati /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/10/2025.
(12-17,24,31-25,01-07-26)

300-T

SATTVIC MEALS FOUNDATION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721936

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: SAT-
TVIC MEALS FOUNDATION,
680 E Calaveras Blvd, Milpitas,
CA, 95035, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): WORLD
FOOD MOVEMENT, 680 E Ca-
laveras Blvd, Milpitas, CA 95035.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business

name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Naga Rekha Prodduturi /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/09/2025.
(12-17,24,31-25,01-07-26)

299-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
PETITION OF ALYSSA ASHLEY
KLEIN
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
25CV481420

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
1. Petitioner: Alyssa Ashley Klein
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
Present Name:

a. Alyssa Ashley Klein

Proposed Name:
a. Alyssa Ashley Brucculeri

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for change
of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name
changes described above must file
a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING 03/03/2026
at 8:45 a.m. Room: Probate
(b) The address of the
court is: 191 North First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this
county: Los Altos Town Crier
Date: 12/08/2025
/s/ LE Jacqueline Duong
Judge of the Superior Court
(12-17,24,31-25,01-07-26)

297-T

DRAGONFLY FLORISTIC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721777

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: DRAGONFLY FLORISTIC,
105 Main Street, Los Altos, CA,
94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): Olha Savehenko, 105 Main
Street, Los Altos, CA 94022.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 12/04/2020.
/S/ Olha Savchenko /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/04/2025.
(12-17,24,31-25,01-07-26)

296-T

SRI LAKSHMI CAFE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721772

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: SRI LAK-
SHMI CAFE, 1818 Milmont Dr, Milpi-

tas, CA, 95035, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): THILLAI LLC, 196 Mary-
linn Dr, Milpitas, CA 95035.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 11/21/2025.
/S8/ Manikandan Jothi /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/02/2025.
(12-10,17,24,31-25)

294-T

LAUGH AFTER WAR.COM
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721724

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: LAUGH AFTER WAR.COM,
159 Hardy Avenue, Campbell,
CA, 95008, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): James
Robert Mc Cormick, 159 Hardy
Avenue, Campbell, CA 95008.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ James Robert Mc Cormick /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/01/2025.
(12-10,17,24,31-25)

292-T

HIGH LEVEL DESIGN BUILD
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721190

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: HIGH
LEVEL DESIGN BUILD, 1455
McCandless Dr, Milpitas, CA,
95035, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
HDY BUILDERS INC, 1455 Mc-
Candless Dr, Milpitas, CA 95035.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/01/2025.
/S/ Delphine Driquez /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/12/2025.
(12-10,17,24,31-25)

291-T

CHAPTERBARBERSHOP
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721634

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
CHAPTERBARBERSHOP, 2050
S Bascom Ave, Campbell, CA,
95008, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Hoang Huy Le, 2019 Brightwil-
low Cir, San Jose, CA 95131.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 11/25/2025.
/S/ Hoang Huy Le /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/25/2025.
(12-10,17,24,31-25)

289-T

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
TS No. CA-25-1015902-NJ
Order No.: FIN-25006329

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED 2/24/2014.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY
BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF
YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER. A public auc-
tion sale to the highest bidder for
cash, or cash equivalent if deemed
acceptable to the trustee, cashier's
check drawn on a state or national
bank, check drawn by state or fed-
eral credit union, or a check drawn
by a state or federal savings and
loan association, or savings asso-
ciation, or savings bank specified in
Section 5102 to the Financial Code
and authorized to do business in this
state, will be held by duly appointed
trustee. The sale will be made, but
without covenant or warranty, ex-
pressed or implied, regarding title,
possession, or encumbrances, to
pay the remaining principal sum of
the note(s) secured by the Deed of
Trust, with interest and late charges
thereon, as provided in the note(s),
advances, under the terms of the
Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees,
charges and expenses of the Trustee
for the total amount (at the time of
the initial publication of the Notice
of Sale) reasonably estimated to be
set forth below. The amount may be
greater on the day of sale. BENEFI-
CIARY MAY ELECT TO BID LESS
THAN THE TOTAL AMOUNT DUE.
Trustor(s): Carlos Watson Jr., as
Trustee of the Carlos Watson, Jr. Re-
vocable Trust dated March 6, 2012
Recorded: 3/4/2014 as Instrument
No. 22534432 of Official Records in
the office of the Recorder of SANTA
CLARA County, California; Date
of Sale: 12/24/2025 at 10:00 AM
Place of Sale: At the Gated North
Market Street entrance of the Supe-
rior Courthouse, 191 N. First Street,
San Jose, CA 95113 Amount of
unpaid balance and other charges:
$979,325.08 The purported property
address is: 435 KENT DR, MOUN-
TAIN VIEW, CA 94043 Assessor's
Parcel No. : 160-74-031 All bidders,
at the date, time, and place of the
scheduled sale, will be required to
show satisfactory support to the
auctioneer of their ability to pay the
amount they intend to bid, unless
arrangements have been made with
the trustee prior to the scheduled
sale. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BID-
DERS: If you are considering bidding
on this property lien, you should un-
derstand that there are risks involved
in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the highest
bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien
being auctioned off may be a junior
lien. If you are the highest bidder
at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens
senior to the lien being auctioned
off, before you can receive clear title
to the property. You are encouraged
to investigate the existence, priority,
and size of outstanding liens that
may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder's office
or a title insurance company, either
of which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult either
of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or deed of
trust on the property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date
shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the

mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 29249 of
the California Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about trustee
sale postponements be made avail-
able to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at the
sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, the rescheduled
time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call 916-939-
0772 for information regarding the
trustee's sale or visit this internet
website http://www.qualityloan.com,
using the file number assigned to
this foreclosure by the Trustee: CA-
25-1015902-NJ. Information about
postponements that are very short
in duration or that occur close in
time to the scheduled sale may not
immediately be reflected in the tele-
phone information or on the inter-
net website. The best way to verify
postponement information is to at-
tend the scheduled sale. NOTICE
TO TENANT: You may have a right
to purchase this property after the
trustee auction pursuant to Section
2924m of the California Civil Code.
If you are an "eligible tenant buyer,"
you can purchase the property if
you match the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction. If you
are an "eligible bidder," you may
be able to purchase the property if
you exceed the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction. There
are three steps to exercising this
right of purchase. First, 48 hours
after the date of the trustee sale,
you can call 619-645-7711, or visit
this internet website http://www.qual-
ityloan.com, using the file number
assigned to this foreclosure by the
Trustee: CA-25-1015902-NJ to find
the date on which the trustee's sale
was held, the amount of the last and
highest bid, and the address of the
trustee. Second, you must send a
written notice of intent to place a
bid so that the trustee receives it no
more than 15 days after the trustee's
sale. Third, you must submit a bid so
that the trustee receives it no more
than 45 days after the trustee's sale.
If you think you may qualify as an
"eligible tenant buyer" or "eligible
bidder," you should consider con-
tacting an attorney or appropriate
real estate professional immediately
for advice regarding this potential
right to purchase. NOTICE TO PRO-
SPECTIVE OWNER-OCCUPANT: Any
prospective owner-occupant as de-
fined in Section 2924m of the Cali-
fornia Civil Code who is the last and
highest bidder at the trustee's sale
shall provide the required affidavit or
declaration of eligibility to the auc-
tioneer at the trustee's sale or shall
have it delivered to QUALITY LOAN
SERVICE CORPORATION by 5 p.m.
on the next business day following
the trustee's sale at the address set
forth in the below signature block.
NOTICE TO PROSPECTIVE POST-
SALE OVER BIDDERS: For post-
sale information in accordance with
Section 2924m(e) of the California
Civil Code, use file number CA-25-
1015902-NJ and call (866) 645-
7711 or login to: http://www.quality-
loan.com. The above statutorily man-
dated notices to Tenant, Prospective
Owner-Occupant, and Prospective
Post-Sale Over Bidders are brief
summaries of what may be required
under Section 2924m of the Califor-
nia Civil Code. Compliance with all
relevant provisions will be required.
The undersigned Trustee disclaims
any liability for any incorrectness
of the property address or other
common designation, if any, shown
herein. If no street address or other
common designation is shown, di-
rections to the location of the prop-
erty may be obtained by sending a

written request to the beneficiary
within 10 days of the date of first
publication of this Notice of Sale. If
the sale is set aside for any reason,
including if the Trustee is unable to
convey title, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the monies paid to the Trustee.
This shall be the Purchaser's sole
and exclusive remedy. The purchas-
er shall have no further recourse
against the Trustor, the Trustee, the
Beneficiary, the Beneficiary's Agent,
or the Beneficiary's Attorney. If you
have previously been discharged
through bankruptcy, you may have
been released of personal liability
for this loan in which case this letter
is intended to exercise the note hold-
ers right's against the real property
only. Date: QUALITY LOAN SERVICE
CORPORATION 2763 Camino Del
Rio S San Diego, CA 92108 619-
645-7711 For NON SALE informa-
tion only Sale Line: 916-939-0772
Or Login to: http://www.qualityloan.
com Post-Sale Information (CCC
2924m(e)): (866) 645-7711 Rein-
statement or Payoff Line: (866) 645-
7711 Ext 5318 QUALITY LOAN SER-
VICE CORPORATION TS No.: CA-
25-1015902-NJ IDSPub #0271725
12/3/2025 12/10/2025 12/17/2025
(12-03,10,17-25)

288-T

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Leonard Ken Miyata
CASE NO. 25PR200985

To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the WILL or estate,
or both of Leonard Ken Miyata.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by Vernon Miyata in
the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of SANTA CLARA.
THE PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE requests that Vernon
Miyata be appointed as per-
sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration of
Estates Act . (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions,
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
01/16/2026 at 9:03AM in Dept.
1 located at 191 NORTH FIRST
ST., SAN JOSE, CA 95113
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to
you of a notice under section 9052
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of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
Barzin Barry Sabahat & Tanzeel Hak
4285 Payne Ave., Suite 9691
San Jose, CA 95117
(408) 500-5280
(12-03,10,17-25)

287-T

DOWNTOWN SAN JOSE GRO-
CERY OUTLET
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721543

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: DOWNTOWN SAN JOSE
GROCERY OUTLET, 272 E.
Santa Clara St., San Jose, CA,
95113, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
J & A WARREN OUTLET, 272 E.
Santa Clara, San Jose, CA 95113.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 11/13/2021.
/S/ Alexis Warren /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/21/2025.
(12-03,10,17,24-25)

286-T

Sausage Sam’s Mtvw
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721398

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: Sausage
Sam’s Mtvw, 939 W. El Camino
Real, Suite A, Mountain View,
CA, 94040, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
FJL Foods, Inc., 1282 Hammer-
wood Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94089.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Michael D’Ambrosio /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/17/2025.
(12-03,10,17,24-25)

285-T

SOUTH BAY THERAPY SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN720715

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: SOUTH
BAY THERAPY SERVICES, 881
Fremont Ave, Suite B8, Los Altos,
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Jona-
than Ramsden, 881 Fremont Ave,
Suite B8, Los Altos, CA 94024.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
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tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 10/23/2025.
/S8/ Jonathan Ramsden /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/23/2025.
(11-26-25,12-03,10,17-25)

284-T

KNOTTYHOLE WOODWORKS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721439

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: KNOT-
TYHOLE WOODWORKS, 614
Milverton Rd, Los Altos, CA,
94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Richard Gray Detro, 614 Milver-
ton Rd, Los Altos, CA 94022.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Richard Gray Detro /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/18/2025.
(11-26-25,12-03,10,17-25)

283-T

Innovative Precision Paving
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721386

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: Innovative Precision Pav-
ing, 189 Solana Dr, Los Altos,
CA, 94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): Charles Sines, 189 So-
lana Dr, Los Altos, CA 94022.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 11/17/2025.
/S/ Charles Sines /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/17/2025.
(11-26-25,12-03,10,17-25)

282-T

CBIC GROUP
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721388

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: CBIC
GROUP, 103 Olive Street, Los Gatos,
CA, 95030, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Carolyn Marie Bechtel, 103 Olive
Street, Los Gatos, CA 95030.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 11/17/2025.
/S/ Carolyn Marie Bechtel /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/17/2025.
(11-26-25,12-03,10,17-25)

280-T

Y &Y AUTO EXPRESS L.L.C
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721128

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: Y
& Y AUTO EXPRESS L.L.C, 1837
Monterey Rd Unit A, San Jose,

CA, 95112, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence address of
the registrant(s) is (are): Y & Y AUTO
EXPRESS LLC, 1837 Monterey
Rd Unit A, San Jose, CA 95112.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 08/08/2025.
/S/ Yuber Quiroga /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/07/2025.
(11-26-25,12-03,10,17-25)

279-T

KLERIQ Al
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721212

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: (1) KLE-
RIQ Al, (2) CREDENTIALRX Al,
2621 Leigh Avenue, San Jose,
CA, 95124, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Sim-
ranjeet Singh Sidana, 2621 Leigh
Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Simranjeet Singh Sidana /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/12/2025.
(11-26-25,12-03,10,17-25)

278-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
PETITION OF MARY-JOAN DUKE
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
25CV476826

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
1. Petitioner: Mary-Joan Duke
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
Present Name:

a. Mary-Joan Duke

Proposed Name:
a. Joanie Duke

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for change
of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name
changes described above must file
a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING 01/13/2026
at 8:45 a.m. Room: Probate
(b) The address of the
court is: 191 North First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the
following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this
county: Los Altos Town Crier
Date: 10/09/2025
/s/ LE Jacqueline Duong
Judge of the Superior Court
(11-26-25,12-03,10,17-25)
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Datebook

Datebook items are run on a space-available
basis for entertainment, events, classes and
groups run by nonprofits in our circulation
area (primarily Los Altos, Los Altos Hills
and Mountain View). The deadline is noon
Tuesday for the next week’s paper. Submit
notices via email to christinac@latc.com
and include a contact name, phone number
and fee to participate (if applicable).

EVENTS

Los Altos Main Library. All events held
in the main library, 13 S. San Antonio
Road, unless otherwise indicated. Mon-
day Meditation & Mindfulness, 10:30
a.m. Mondays, Los Altos Main Library, 7
p.m., Woodland Library, 1975 Grant Road.
Poetry Community Hour Open Mic, 7 p.m.,
first Monday of every month. Scandinavian
Fabric Star Workshop, 6:30 p.m. Dec. 17.
Create an elegant handmade ornament just in
time for the holidays with sustainable artists
Gigi Farmer and Leila Ghasempor. Program
is free, open to the public and designed for
adults and teens.

Autocrats vs Democrats: China, Russia,
America and the New Global Disorder,
7:15 Jan. 7. Michael McFaul,
former Ambassador to Russia, international

p.m.

affairs analyst for NBC News and retiring
Director of the Freeman Spogli Institute
(FSI) at Stanford University talks today’s
challenges. Held in the Grand Oak Room.

CLUBS/GROUPS

American Association of University Women
- Silicon Valley Branch. Open to women (and
men) with a college degree who are interested
in equity for women and girls. Information:
(650) 464-2830, siliconvalley-ca.aauw.net.

Los Altos Hills Club. Historic social club pro-
moting friendship and social contacts among
women with a Los Altos Hills mailing address.
Activities include luncheons, book groups,
bridge and card games. Information: (650)
948-5382, jensensylvia@hotmail.com.

Assistance League of Los Altos. Chari-
table
Santa Clara County. Open 10 a.m. to

organization benefiting youth of

1 p.m. Thursday through Saturday. Located
at Third and State streets. Information: (650)
941-2610, assistanceleague.org/losaltos.

Kiwanis Club of Los Altos. An international
service organization. Meets at noon every
Tuesday at the Los Altos Community Center,
97 Hillview Ave. Information: (650) 735-1552,
losaltoskiwanis.org.

Peninsula Harmony Chorus. A cappella
chorus centered in Los Altos. Performs some
“doo-wop” numbers from the 50s and 60s,
plus show tunes, ballads, pop, folk, world mu-
sic and holiday music at year end. Rehearsals
Monday evenings at 7:15 p.m. at Los Altos
Lutheran Church. Information: peninsulaha-
rmony.org.

GreenTown Los Altos. Nonpartisan group of

citizens helping the communities of Los Altos
and Los Altos Hills become more sustainable.
Information: greentownlosaltos.org.

Foothills

Amateur

Radio
serving Los Al-
Meets 7 p.m. the
fourth Friday of the month. Covington
School, 205 Covington Road, Los Altos.
Information: fars.k6ya.org.

Amateur
club

tos and local area.

Society.
radio

HP Retired Employees Club. Open to HP/
Agilent retirees. Members can participate in
activities.

American Association of University
Los
branch. Open to women (and men)

Women, Altos-Mountain View
with a college degree who are in-
terested in equity for women and

girls. Information: (650) 207-6625,

lamv.ca.aauw.net.

Los Altos Las Madres Playgroups. Play-
groups for moms and their babies five and
under. Play dates in and around Los Altos.
Expectant moms, new dads and other care-
givers welcome. Information: (650) 917-
9914, lasmadres.org.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. Volunteer or-
ganization of boating enthusiasts who per-
form community service, including boating
education, voluntary vessel inspections and
boating operations. Not involved in mili-
tary or law enforcement activities. Ages
17 and up. 7 p.m. second Tuesday of the
month. Mountain View Senior Center, 266
Escuela Ave. Information: (650) 941-5466.

Rotary Club of Los Altos. Service group.
12:15 p.m. Thursdays. Garden House at
Shoup Park, 400 University Ave. Informa-
tion: (650) 948-1455, losaltosrotary.org.

Electric Toasters. Toastmasters group.
Noon to 1 p.m. today. Electric Power Re-
search Institute, 3412 Hillview Ave., Palo
Alto. Information: (650) 855-2270.

Los Altos Lodge No. 712 F. & A. M. 7:30
p.m. first Monday of the month. Los Altos
Masonic Hall, 146 Main St. Information:
(650) 941-6615.

Weekly meditation practice group. Based
on Jack Kornfield’s book “A Path with
Heart.” 7 a.m. Tuesdays. Foot-hills Congre-
gational Church, Los Altos. Information:
(650) 969-3452.

South Bay Storytellers. 7 p.m. third Sun-
day of the month. Los Altos United Meth-
odist Church, 655 Magdalena Ave. Infor-

Subscribe to the
Town Crier!
Call (650) 948-9000
or visit
losaltosonline.com

mation: (650) 494-1383, (650) 917-1920,
southbaystorytellers.com.
Vasa Order of America, Lindbergh
Lodge. Organization for experiencing the
Swedish culture, open to people of Scandi-
navian descent and their families. 6:30 p.m.
second Friday of each month; supper 7 p.m.
American Legion Hall, 347 First St., Los
Altos. Information: (650) 948-7030, (650)
773-0199.

Mountain View Foothills International
Training in Communication Club. 7
p.m. first and third Thursday of the month.
Union Bank, El Camino Real, Palo Alto. In-
formation: (650) 967-6466.

Baha’l Faith of Los Altos. Fireside talks.
8-9:30 p.m. Thursdays. 158 Coronado Ave.,
Los Altos. Information: (650) 948-0143.

Mountain  View  Women’s  Club.
Community service organization.
Monthly meetings. Masonic Temple,

890 Church St. Information: (650) 967-1390.

Technology and Society Committee.
11:45 a.m. alternate Tuesdays. Golden Wok,
895 Villa St., Mountain View. Information:
(650) 969-7215 (after 6 p.m.).

Quota Club of Mountain View. Noon
first and third Thursdays of the month.
Michael’s at Shoreline, 2960 N. Shoreline
Blvd., Mountain View. Information: (650)
967-2964.

Optimist Club of Palo Alto-Mountain
View. Luncheon meetings noon to 1:30
p.m. first and third Tuesdays of the month.
Hyatt Rickey’s, Palo Alto. Information:
(650) 855-1847.

Peninsula Gem & Mineral Society. In-
cludes mineral displays, field trips and
a lapidary. 7 p.m. fourth Wednesday of
the month. Hillview Community Center,
Room 12, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos. In-
formation: pggs.org.

SUPPORT GROUPS

Mid-Peninsula Widows and Widowers
Association. Helps people begin a new
way of life following the loss of a spouse.
1:30-3 p.m. first Tuesday of the month and
7:30-9 p.m. remaining Tuesdays. Los Altos
Lutheran Church, 460 S. El Monte Road.
$66 annually. Information: (408) 246-4642,
mpwwal.org.

Grief Recovery After a Substance Passing
(GRASP). Support group provides com-
passion, understanding and help for indi-
viduals and families suffering the loss of a
loved one as the result of drug use. 7-8:30
p.m. second Wednesday of the month. Los
Altos Lutheran Church, 460 S. El Monte
Ave. Information: eshow818@gmail.com.

See DATEBOOK, Page 31
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Altos Al-Anon. Confi-
dential support and tools for

Los

families and friends affected by
another person’s drinking. Noon
Thursdays. Room 7, Los Altos
United Methodist Church, 655
Magdalena Road.
district20afg.com.

Information:

Eating Disorders Resource Cen-
ter. For individuals struggling
with disordered eating and body
image. 9:30-11 a.m. first and third
Saturdays of the month. El Cami-
no Hospital, Conference Room A,
2500 Grant Road, Mountain View.

Free. Information: edrcsv.org.

Moving On. For those going
through major life changes. Led
by Paula Wolfson, LCSW of Ave-
nidas. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Wednes-
days. Los Altos United Method-
ist Church, Garden Room, 655
Magdalena Ave., Los Altos. Co-
sponsored by Avenidas and Se-
nior New Ways. $42. Information:
(650) 289-5438, pwolfson@aveni-
das.org.

Amputee Support Group. A place
to meet other amputees, gain sup-
port, hear guest speakers and have
barbecues in the summer. Third
Wednesday of each month. Cedar
Crest Rehabilitation, 797 E. Fre-
mont Ave, Sunnyvale. Informa-
tion: 968-7464, (408) 738-4880.

Ongoing Breast Cancer Support.
Recovery, renewal and education
for anyone who has completed
breast cancer treatment and is
focusing on continued physical,
emotional and spiritual well-be-
ing. 5-6:30 p.m. second and fourth
Mondays of the month. Free. In-
formation: (650) 326-6686.

Child Advocates of Santa Clara
and San Mateo counties. Volun-
teers needed to mentor and speak
up for abused and neglected chil-
dren who have been placed in the
foster-care system. Information:
(408) 416-0400.

Huntington’s Disease Support
Group. 7-8:30 p.m. second Tues-
day of each month. First Baptist
Church, 305 N. California St.,
Palo Alto. (650)
967-0679.

Information:

Sexual Assault Survivors Coun-
seling. Confidential group and
individual counseling sessions
for survivors of sexual assault.
Women meet 3:30 and 6:30 p.m.
Wednesdays; men 6:30 p.m. Drop-
in counseling: 2-5 p.m., Tuesdays.
Mid-Peninsula YWCA, 4161 Alma
St., Palo Alto. $5. Information:

(650) 494-0993, ext. 316.

OBITUARY NOTICE

ANN PETRIE
OLIVER

July 27, 1932 -
November 9, 2025

The world sparkles less with
the passing of Ann Petrie Oliver
on November 9, 2025, at her home
in Los Altos, California. She was
preceded in death by her husband,
Floyd (Bud) Oliver, to whom she was
married 65 years. She is survived by
four children; Peter (Christine),
Melissa (Tom), Amelia (Thomas),
and Sandra (David); and a large
extended family that includes
eight grandchildren and four great
grandchildren.

Ann was born in Cadillac, MI
on July 27, 1932, to Bonnie and
Kenneth Petrie. She recalled her
childhood, with her older brother
Bill, as idyllic: sledding and ice
skating in the winters, blueberries
and swimming in the lake in the
summers. In 1941, her father drove
the family to a new picnic spot on
Lake Mitchell. When Ann worried
they were trespassing on this quaint
cottage property, he informed her
that they now owned this little piece
of paradise. To this day it remains
relatively unchanged, and has
served as her summer refuge and
lifelong connection to the Cadillac
community.

Ann graduated a Cadillac High
School Viking, Class of 1950. Besides
being a sharp high school student
and cheerleader, she was a Girl Scout,
lifeguard, and camp counselor.

Ann attended the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, earning a
B.S. in Physical Therapy, 1954 (this
Program’s inaugural class). Fresh out
of college, Ann landed a job at The
Children’s Hospital in Akron, OH,
and due to the polio epidemic soon
became the Acting PT Supervisor
of the Polio Respiration & Rehab
Unit. The devotion, compassion,
and adaptive skills she displayed at
this job were qualities she carried
forward through her PT career.

At a high school reunion, Ann
‘ran’ into Bud Oliver, a handsome
former football center she had
cheered on from the sidelines.
They married in 1956 in Cadillac.
As a young Navy couple, they
settled briefly in southern CA,
but it was in Madison, WI where
they started a family. In 1959 the
family of 4 moved to Scottsdale,
AZ, where they welcomed their
third child and adapted quickly to
mild winters. Bud’s career led them
back to CA in 1965, and eventually
to Los Altos. Here they welcomed
their fourth child and nestled in to
make this house their permanent
home. Over the years, the Olivers
transformed the property into an
oasis, complete with native plants,
waterfall, koi pond, fern garden,
and a brickwork patio. It served as
a source of pride and comfort to
Ann, right up to her final hours. The
yard hosted countless parties, family
celebrations, and intimate candlelit
dinners.

Professionally, Ann reentered
the workplace as a PT in 1973,
practicing for 25 years with Visiting
Nurses Association Home Health
Care. This job introduced her to the
backroads of Santa Clara County and
honed her Rand McNally roadmap
skills, a must for road trips with Bud.
At age 61, Ann decided to pursue
a post-graduate degree, both for
personal growth and to keep pace
with her well-educated kids. So in
1994, 40 years after receiving her B.S,
she earned an M.S. in Gerontology
from San Jose State University with
a thesis, “A Study of Older Adults’
Knowledge of Parkinson’s Disease”
She then worked at The Parkinson’s
Institute until she retired.

Retirement did not come easily

to Ann. As a PT, Ann’s Gait & Balance
classes (2002-2025) usually had a
waiting list. She served many years as
a Court Designated Child Advocate
and as an Advocate recruiter. At one
point, she delved into her genealogy
and warmly embraced new relatives
into the family. Her longest heartfelt
commitment was to her Foothill’s
Congregational Church community.
Asalifelong member, Ann served on
numerous boards, study groups, and
the Altar Guild. The church offered
her an endless source of fellowship
and comfort. Ann always had a full
and fulfilling schedule. A short list of
her most recent activities includes a
Mah Jongg group, a memoirs class,
Los Altos Morning Forum, Bridge
groups, and at least two book clubs,
including one with Gamma Phi Beta
sisters and a favorite called Truth
Seekers.

Ann was an enthusiastic traveler
and her desire to see the world was
unfettered. Some of her memorable
adventures with Bud included:
hiking trips to Joshua Tree, Canyon
De Chelly, New Zealand, Nepal, and
Copper Canyon in Mexico; biking in
Cambodia and Italy; and canoeing
the Pine River. She made it a point
to visit her children wherever they
lived, traveling from Uppsala to
Bangui and Durham to Hong Kong.
Her last trip (2023) was to Iberia to
visit a granddaughter. Last summer,
Ann rallied to spend time at her
favorite spot, the Cadillac cottage.

Throughout her life, Ann was
a woman with a tenacious drive,
kind heart, mischievous twinkle
in her eye, and a genuine smile.
While Ann had many passions,
the strongest was for her family.
She cherished the annual ‘Oliver
Boxing Day’ gatherings, where she
was surrounded by her legacy. She
will be deeply missed. An in-person
and virtual memorial service will
be held Feb 7, 2026, www.foothills-
church.org.

Given Ann’s zest for life, the
best way to honor her is to dive head
first into everything you do; share
your stories, get outdoors, embrace
friends & family, and appreciate the
world. In lieu of flowers, consider
donating to one of her local favorites:
Filoli (www.filoli.org/support) OR
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Los Altos Adult 50+ Program/
97 Hillview Ave, Los Altos 94022,
Memo: Ann Oliver Mah Jongg
Group.

DONNA MARIA (HOLSTINE)
HENKEL

May 17, 1946 -
July 23, 2025

Donna was a near lifelong
resident of Los Altos/Mountain View.
She was a graduate of Los Altos High
School in 1964 and attended classes
at Foothill College. She worked for
Hewlitt Packard, Stanford Linear
Accelerator, and other south bay
tech firms. She was good at math
and enjoyed computer programming
in her work career. What she
really enjoyed was knitting, giving
countless Christmas and Birthday
presents from her own creations.
For the past five years Donna lived in
Texas close to her daughter, Victoria
and her grandchildren Kyle and Sara.
This was the joy of her later life. She
was preceded in death by her parents
Margaret and Clayton Holstine of
Los Altos and sister Sharon of Los
Altos. She is survived by her brother
Clayton and sister in-law Cristina
of Los Altos and niece Michelle in
Indiana, Kaitlyn in San Francisco
and nephew Jimmy in Georgia. She
will be missed for her engaging smile
and sense of fun at numerous family
get-togethers. Services were held in
Texas.
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