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ACE THE HELPFUL PLACE
ACE IS THE PLACE FOR

Assembly - Delivery « Key Cutting « Paint Matching * Propane Exchange * Quality Customer Service * Laser Knife Sharpening
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THE BEST BRANDS IN ONE PLACE
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HOMESTEAD ACE HARDWARE

2310 Homestead Road, Ste. E, Los Altos
(650) 397-5466

www.acehardware.com

STORE HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8av—7pm | SATURDAY: 8am—6pm | SUNDAY: 9am—6pPm
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Make your own energy from the sun and save!

At Cobalt Power Systems, we take pride in delivering the best customer
experience in the industry. We have installed over 2,800 quality solar systems
throughout Silicon Valley, and are getting new referrals from our customers
every day.

Thinking about energy sto:age? We have installed over 300 residential battery
backup systems all over the Bay Area. There are currently great rebates and
tax credits available from the Federal government and State of CA.

Let us know when we can visit your home and show you how much you can
save by going solar.

Contact Cobalt Power Systems for more info:

Cobalt Power Systems, Inc.  cobaltpower.com
2557 Wyandotte Street 650-938.9574 SUNPOWER .‘,
Mountain View, CA yelp av

Elite Dealer

CA Contractors Lic, #820697
WER
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HEIRLOOMS

Prized possessions make a house a home

FAMILY PHOTOS

Sort those long-accumulated snapshots

HOME ORGANIZATION

Honor the past while avoiding clutter

PROJECTS

Painting projects boost creativity at home

GARDENING

Make a plan for planting

FIRE SAFETY

Protect your home from wildfires
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Los Altos residents David and Vicki Reeder’s
1930s-era baby grand piano is among their
cherished items, evoking childhood memories.
PHOTO BY S.M. LIEU
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omes are intensely personal
spaces that expose our most
intimate facets — color

schemes can show our temperaments,
decor reveals our tastes, organization
methods unveil our varying neuroses
and junk drawers display the parts of
ourselves we would rather keep hidden.

As much as we follow the latest
decorating trends or fill our homes
with Ikea furniture or the latest West
Elm pieces, it will always be those few
prized possessions that make a house
a home.

Such items rarely come from a
catalog — or at least not one from this
century. The treasures that mean the
most to us aren’t purchased new at all,
but are instead vintage pieces imbued
with decades of character and meaning
that are unique to us and our families.
These are the items an outsider may

look at and think, “Oh, neat,” but
communicate warmth, familiarity and
historical significance to their owners.
They may or may not be worth a lot of
money, but they are certainly priceless.

MEANINGFUL MUSICAL MEMORIES

Longtime Los Altos resident Vicki
Reeder’s prized possession is the
Krakauer Brothers baby grand piano
in her living room. While the piano
has only been in Reeder’s home for a
year or so after she inherited it from
her late uncle, the instrument inspires
some of her earliest memories.

The piano once belonged to her
grandfather, James McEllin Reilly,
who bought it in Seattle in 1937,
though the circumstances surrounding
its purchase are a bit hazy. Reilly, who
was very poor at the time, worked on
and off as a bandleader in addition

HOME & GARDEN |

HEIRLOOMS

BY JENNAH PENDLETON
STAFF WRITER | JENNAHP@LATC.COM

ESSIONS

Vintage heirlooms tell stories in the home

_ “Ifeel like somehow
these genetics have
benefited me, and 1

don’t think we realize

that they’re kind of a
gift that you get from

your ancestors”
Vicki Reeder

to other work he did to make ends
meet, but he was never considered a
professional musician by trade.

“He was known for making rash
purchases, and I'm not sure his
children always had shoes,” Reeder
laughed. “They probably did have
shoes, but I think things were rough
and he did make some inappropriate
decisions — and that piano may have
been one of them.” >
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_ “Weloved
sitting around
here while

he played the
piano - that
seemed to be his
way of relating

to his kids and
_ grandkids.”

Vicki Reeder and her musician friend John Sylvester enjoyed playing music together at the piano until his death last December.

PHOTO COURTESY OF VICKI REEDER.

- Vicki Reeder

Reeder was first introduced to the piano when she would
visit her grandparents’ house but became closer to it when
her grandfather moved into her family home after his
wife died.

“We loved sitting around here while he played the piano
— that seemed to be his way of relating to his kids and
grandkids,” she recalled.

One of her household duties growing up was to dust the
piano, but Reeder often would get distracted by what was
inside the piano bench.

“I was taking band in school, so I could read music
enough that I could play the melody line and plunk out
songs on the keys,” she said. “The Rodgers and Hart music
is what really caught my ear. I've always loved the song
‘Manhattan’ — it always makes me think of him.”

In the mid-"50s, Grandpa Reilly and the piano moved
down to her uncle Dean Reilly’s apartment in San Francisco,
where it would remain until her uncle’s death last year. The
piano sat comfortably among a stack of music paraphernalia
Dean held onto as a career music collector. When not >

Join the Fire District to learn how

we help the community

NATIVE PLANTS TALK

Fue| |oao||ng, and unique camera perspectives of vegetation
management sites to produce data maps that show why we choose
certain project sites. Join our webinar to see this data in action

| and participate in a Q&A with our videographer and USA pilot.

To learn more about these events or to register, please visit https://bit.ly/LAHCFDevents
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Join our staff at Byrne
Preserve to view the
Altamont Road Evacuation
Route Project Site and learn why we choose
specific routes, which vegetation we remove or
keep and why, and how these projects make
you safer from wildfire. Learn how you can
participate when a project comes to

your neighborhood. VO"P’LTOS%

COUNTY FIRE
DISTRICT
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We’ve made a BIG MOVE to The Agency!

[71]

THEAGENCY

It's @ move that will bring more value
to our clients.

So, if you are thinking about making a
move, give us a call.

JUDY BOGARD-TANIGAMI CINDY BOGARD-O'GORMAN
License # 00298975 License # 01918407

650.207.2111 650.924.8365
judy.bogard@theagencyre.com cindy.ogorman@theagencyre.com

www.ConsultantsinRealEstate.com

UDY &
JCINDY

BOGARD-TANIGAMI TEAM



Avintage Krakauer Brothers piano serves as the focal point of the Reeders’ Los Altos home.
TOP PHOTO BY S.M. LIEU | ABOVE PHOTO COURTESY OF VICKI REEDER

covered in records, the piano bench was the only place to
sit in his living room for nearly 50 years.

Dean left the piano to Reeder both because she had
always expressed appreciation and sentimentality for it
and because she and her family have the space for it in

their home. It currently sits in the corner of their living
room, serving as a daily reminder of her family history.

“When you're a child, you don't really appreciate the
grown-ups in your life. They’re just there. Not only was my
grandfather this talented, brilliant man and musician, but
his wife, my grandmother, had a sister who was this really
excellent artist,” Reeder said. “And I feel like somehow
these genetics have benefited me, and I don’t think we
realize that they’re kind of a gift that you get from your
ancestors.”

Reeder’s family history and heritage are evident her life
— she is the first in her family to graduate from college.
She earned a degree in fine art, an education she now uses
as president of the Los Altos Stage Company Board of
Directors and a producer, director and writer of the long-
running “Follies” fundraiser. She is also a trained singer,
continuing the musical legacy in her family.

Having the piano in her home reminds her of her family
history and the people who made her who she is, and how
that history fits into her life now.

A vintage Victrola accompanies the baby grand piano
in Reeder’s living room, an heirloom passed down by
husband David’s family. Also acquired in the 1930s by his
grandparents, he too associates the Victrola with good times
with his family and a rich history of music appreciation.

Together, the two vintage musical items tell stories of
decades past, but in their current context, they tell the
story of two families coming together and making one. ¢

Swmith's

GOPHER TRAPPING SERVICE

When Gophers Attack,

Smith strikes back!

Affordable removal of gophers,
moles, and ground squirrels
around the Bay Area

The gophers stop here!

Call Today for a free estimate

408-871-6988

www.gopher-trapping.com
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Loca‘l Connections.
International Recognition.

The Global Authority
in Luxury Real Estate.

We are the largest, locally owned, and operated independent real estate company serving Northern

California communities.
» Unmatched market knowledge, a culture of service, and a commitment to

our clients and communities
« 17 offices and 580 agents in Silicon Valley, the SF peninsula, Santa Cruz, the East Bay, Lake Tahoe,

and Sierra Foothills
+ Generated over $5 million in charitable donations given to 300 local organizations

+ Approaching $7B in annual sales

Elevated benefits to our clients:
+ Access to a global luxury network of more than 100 affiliate firms in nearly 50 countries
+ Enhanced luxury marketing and online exposure via advertising partnerships, international PR,
and social media campaigns
« Unique access to auction, private sale, and appraisal services through Christie’s, the world-leading

art and luxury business

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
SERENO

Follow our stride at sereno.com




THE JOYS AND CHALLENGES OF SORTING FAMILY SNAPSHOTS

BY MARY LARSEN
STAFF WRITER | MARYL@LATC.COM

hile preparing for a recent move, the last
thing I had time for was sorting through

hundreds of family photos.
I decided to simply box them up, whether in frames,
albums or envelopes from where they’d been developed.
There were even plastic bags full of old photos we’d

taken from a secretary desk in my grandmother’s house
when we sold it years ago.

I figured I'd have time to go through them all at
my leisure once I was settled into my new abode. I
had already displayed a number of favorites on shelves
conveniently built into my main hallway, and had

GRIMES NATURAL LANDSCAPE

~ Serving Los Altos Hills, CA & Beyond Since 1949~
RENOVATE YOUR YARD TO A FAMILY FUN ZONE

LIC# 1073046 Design Services * Hardscape * Softscape ¢ Pool » Spas ¢ Ponds *Waterfalls
Outdoor Kitchens ¢
Fire Features « Water Management ¢ Bobcat * Underground ¢ Special Services

Visit our website at grimesnaturallandscape.com to see more.

Carpentry e Irrigation < LV Lighting ¢ Planting Schemes

650.948.6326
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STAR ONE [HOME LOAN SOLUTIONS

T

Whether you want to m \arious flexible loan terms,
achieve your goal of home fixed and adjustable rates
ownership or put your m Frst-time homebuyer programs
house to work for you, m Fast approvals and quick

Star One can help. closings on purchases

m Jumbo loans up to $5 million

m Excellent rates on Home Equity
Loans and Lines of Credit

EASY ONLINE APPLICATION @
www.starone.org

. .
J 1 STAR ONE (408) 543-5202 @

CREDIT UNION Toll free (866) 543-5202 LENDER



hung or displayed a few cherished ones here and there
around the apartment.

But the boxes containing the bulk of them were
occupying considerable closet space, increasing the
incentive to get started as soon as possible.

A box at a time, I spread everything out on the
living room rug, generally discarding the frames to
save space, unless they were photos of my ancestors in
antique frames, in which case I generally let them be
and added them to my photo shelves.

As anyone who has gone through family photos
knows, this is a time-consuming and emotion-filled
process. Each one triggers memories — of the person
(or animal), the occasion it was taken, the mood, etc.
Mostly happy times, hence the photo, but occasionally
someone is frowning — what brought that on? Ah,
remember that trip to Oaxaca? And there are Mom
and Dad in Alaska. Look at Chris as a baby, and
Monm as a little girl!

A built-in shelf or bookcase may be the ideal place to display favorite family photos.
PHOTO BY MARY LARSEN

Reluctantly, off they go, into their piles. There are  photo shops often had “second set free” specials, which
separate stacks for each person, except for old friends, was great when we wanted to share, but now it’s time
which get lumped into one pile, and distant family to part with the extras we hung onto). As long as there
members, which share another. There are piles for trips  are good ones of a particular person, it’s OK to discard
(greatly edited — too much scenery and not enough the really unflattering ones — who would want to be
people qualifies them for the recycling pile); piles for remembered that way?
places we've lived. Often there are duplicates (those

Compass congratulates Lynn North on being J
JSeatured in the 2021 Real Trends List of America’s
Best Real Estate Professionals!

| am personally committed to
your success in selling or finding
your dream home.

Honored to serve | draw upon my wealth of

the communities of experience — from concierge-level
Los Altos service to assisting families cope
Mountain View with the challenges of change —
Sunnyvale to better aid my clients as they
Cupertino embrace new lifestyles.

There are more active buyers, as our guidelines
are opening up with pent up demand and little
inventory.

Lynn North

This is the ideal time to sell or find the right home! 650.703.6437

Inorth@compass.com
www.LynnNorth.com

Let me help you with your real estate needs.

DRE 01490039

COMPASS
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Touch-latch cabinets that can
be opened with a booty-bump.

A sink so sexy, you’ll
want to do dishes.

At Harrell Remodeling, we never forget it's

A chic textural back-splash Q your home®. That’s why we work to
that begs to be touched. combine your imagination with our

expertise to unleash endless possibilities.

For a deeper look into these home transformations, visit
Harrell-Remodeling.com/Portfolio

Award-winning home remodeling and design + build for over 35 years.
Woman Founded. Employee Owned.
License No.B479799 650.230.2900

®

Harrell Remodeling, Inc.

Design+Build



Twant to see all of my loved ones
as [walk down my hall, or look up
Jrom my computer, or wherever else
[ve placed them.
— Mary Larsen

I also made piles for my brothers to look through —
baby/childhood photos; photos of them with our parents
and grandparents — the ones they chose not to take went
into the piles I was saving.

I framed several more favorites for the shelves and put
the rest into smaller boxes, organized as much as possible
by category. Those boxes are now easily accessible under
the bottom shelf of the photo unit.

Don’t have a built-in photo shelf? (I never did before,
either!) A similar concept would be a dedicated bookcase,

a room-divider screen (some are made specifically to
hold photos) or large multiple-picture frames (there are
some attractive handmade wooden ones available on
Etsy). Or simply frame your favorites and hang them in
a hallway or stairwell.

While I have scanned some photos over the years,
mostly as a safety measure in case of fire or natural
disaster, many people choose to scan them all. You
can have someone else do it through companies like
Legacybox or DigMyPics, or you can laboriously do it
yourself. The thing is, how often will you look at those
scanned photos? (Probably as often as you look at the
ones stored on your phone or sent to the Cloud.) As a
backup, scanning is a great idea, but I want to see all of
my loved ones as I walk down my hall, or look up from
my computer, or wherever else I've placed them.

The dusting may be a bit daunting, but it will be
worth it.

Stnce the 19503, Rancho Shopping Center has
offered a wide selection of restaurants and shops
to fhe Las Aldos commmd e
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THEAGENCY

TORTATWELL

RANKED TOP 1.5% INDIVIDUAL AGENT
BY SALES VOLUME IN CA

The Agency Celebrates Our Agents Named
Among RealTrends + Tom Ferry 2022
America’s Best Real Estate Professionals

>
n

l

650.996.1023 | LIC. #00927794 e
TORI.ATWELL@THEAGENCYRE.COM AMERICA'S BEST

©2022 UMRO REALTY CORP., DBA THE AGENCY. REGISTERED SERVICE MARKS; ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
THE AGENCY FULLY SUPPORTS THE EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. CALDRE #01904054
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ORGANIZATION f‘ W%)

CONQUERING

BY LYN ROGERS randma’s cookbooks. Your dad’s tools. Love
SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER Gletters from high school. What do they
all have in common? They are considered
priceless treasures with memories that almost beg
to be kept forever, but should they? Is it possible to
honor the gift or the inheritance while not creating

H ONO RI NG T H E P A_S T overwhelming clutter at the same time?

We often feel pressured, perhaps by family or even

our own guilt, for holding onto items, even if we barely

Sorting Sentimental items requires have enough room for our own possessions. What

would Great Aunt Alice say if she knew we didn’t

CarerZ cons lde TatiO n keep her rusty egg beater? Would Grandpa Fred >

™ Do you remember when?

o
( Homestead ACE Hardware You had an account at the local
hardware store, where all you

had to say was “charge my
But not only that, you... account”?
GOT A DISCOUNT AND REWARDS
FOR SHOPPING

OPEN your account at Homestead ACE Hardware
and automatically get..

e an in-store 5% discount,
e clectronic receipts & statement, and

e rewards for shopping, all without reaching
for your purse, wallet, or phone.

Now that’s MEMBERSHIP!

(simply requires a valid credit card to be on file)

2310 Homestead Road, Los Altos | 650-397-5466 &
——

Hours: Mon — Fri 8AM-7pM, Sat 8AM-6PM & Sun 9aM-6PM
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@ CALIFORNIA...IT’'S A DROUGHT! |

D)

v

IRRIGATION

MINUTES/DAY

PURISSIMA
HILLS &ros

WATER DISTRICT

[e;/wm MM&...

i e,

26375 W. Fremont Rd. / Los Altos Hills, CA 94022 / info@purissimawater.org / Tel: (650) 948-1217

SIGN UP...

for EyeOnWater to
monitor your own
water usage.

IRRIGATE...

early mornings or
late night to reduce
water evaporation.

REPORT...

running water to
the District when you
see it.

COVER...

your swimming pool
to reduce water
evaporation,

TURN OFF...

landscape irrigation
during and within
48 hours of rainfall.



have felt annoyed that we recycled his
schoolwork from kindergarten? Do
we need to keep all of the furniture
that our parents inherited from their
parents?

‘Think about your personal decorative
or utilitarian preferences in your own
home: Would you purchase any of
these items right now to complement
your current way of life? Do you have
extra room to accommodate furniture
that duplicates what you already

./

own but is far less useful> What
about appliances that made sense for
someone who had a different dietary
preference than you do?

Are you someone who never wears
jewelry but now has possession of
countless pieces of costume jewelry
that you've been told are family
heirlooms and you also think are really
ugly? What about the doll collection
that scared you as a child? Do you
have an obligation to keep them all?

Many people have jewelry boxes full of pieces they will never wear but hold onto because of guilt or sentimentality.

ADOBE STOCK/COURTNEY

MARVIN

ULTIMATE
SWINGING
NARROW
PROFILE
DOOR

Uniting boautful design, eapart
crattsmarship, and unganikeked
peroemance, the Mondm Ulimota
Swinging Marmaw Profike Door was
crpabpd o Pbip Bong o WG o h
st ambiicus archectunal wsions

GET YOURS AT

The simple answer: No. You can
both honor the person who gifted or
bequeathed them to you while setting
boundaries for yourself. This doesn’t
mean you have to reject everything
that’s offered to you, just that you need
to make careful decisions about what
makes sense for you to keep. Rather
than keeping all 12 fancy teacup sets,
you can hang onto the one set that
brings you the most joy. Everything
in your dad’s tool chest may be too
much to store, but saving the handful
of tools that you both used to put
together your go-kart can bring back
happy memories.

You can honor the past by taking lots
of pictures for a photo album (physical
or digital) or a scrapbook. Costume
jewelry, fancy ball gowns, suits and
hats can be donated to a local theater
company. Furniture and kitchen
items in good condition can be gifted
to families in need. Books and other
forms of media are always welcome by
the library for its next fundraising sale.

By passing on those items you don’t
actually need to others who do, you

= Ingaing or Culseing

W mhemnor wah axirahes]
R TP T e e g

= Myailabhke i beighls o 4o 10
3" atilag and roik for mone glos
dnd O ConhimEaiaTy s bl

= Sguans mtenor shoiking ond
exdarion giozing profies

e d-pansl cerliguraliong fowidiths
WP b

-

Concedlied mudti=point locking
wyslom for seourity and an
ceptonaly clean panel edge
Adpeiable hingos for yoars of
SITHEREh SpETahon

Higden Lock Sialus Sensor oplion
connects wilh your sman home
ta imdioohe wihan door s closed
ol boched

i el feeus 3
cify purahicns oo 11 s

brucebouer.com
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Consolidate your photo collection into physical or digital albums that you can access handily.
ADOBE STOCK/IRINA

honor the memory of the person who loved you. It doesn’t
mean you love them less, it means that their gifts will expand
to bless so many more people than they could ever have
imagined. That is the legacy we want to leave behind. <

Los Altos resident Lyn Rogers is a professional organizer
and owner and CEO of Lyn At Your Service. For more

information, visit Lyn AtYourService.com.

Serving
Santa Clara & San Mateo Counties
Here for our local community, no matter what, since 1981

Complete Property Maintenance &
Yard Installation
e Landscape Design & Installation
e Irrigation Installation & Repairs

¢ Yard Demolition
e Curbing & Hardscape Services

All Inquiries Responded Within 48 Hours
Lic. #992858

CONNI

SERVING THE LOS ALTOS AND LOS ALTOS HILLS
COMMUNITIES FOR OVER 20 YEARS!

Experience the Difference with Connie:
Single point-of-contact for a
personalized, white-glove experience

Top 1.5% Real Trends America’s Best
Real Estate Professionals

Respected and well-networked for
optimal results

Unyielding ethics
Put your Trust in Connie. Check out her

stellar reviews then call her for a
confidential consultation.

650.279.7074

Broker Associate
Connie.Miller@compass.com
ConnieMiller.com

DRE 01275848

CONNIE

MILLER
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PROJECTS

Painting projects boost creativity at home

SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

With the hectic pace of a new school year  The following projects — suggested by Ace Hardware,

beginning, now may be the time to grab your which has a location in Mountain View — are easy and
paint brushes and rollers, and take time to create  economical. >

fun, creative and functional spaces for the entire family.

SHERRT SEUTT INDOOR KITCHENS ~ OUTDOOR KITCHENS ~ BATHROOMS

oA LAUNDRY ROOMS ~ MEDIAWALLS ~ CLOSETS ~ APPLIANCES  LIGHTING

Almost endless options
to elevate your
modern home and lifestyle
T

Serving the SF Peninsula Region | 169 Main Street, Los Altos, California | 650.946.2094 | sherryscottdesign.com
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HunterDouglas 4

season

“Style

SAVINGS EVENT

g .9
LUMINETTE® PRIVACY SHEERS & SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS - .
> el
" Y
REBATES STARTING AT

INnvest In the beauty and comfort $ %
of home this holiday season 100
with Hunter DOUQlaS shades. ON QUALIFYING PURCHASES

SEPT. 10-DEC. 5, 2022

Rebarts Interiors LLC
253 State Street
Los Altos, CA

Tues - Fri: 11:00am - 5:00pm
Sat: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Mon - Sun: Closed

(650) 288-4377
www.rebarts.com

Call or visit us today for a Complimentary
Design Consultation and 20% off.

HunterDouglas &% Galery

*Manufacturer's mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made September 10, 2022-December 5, 2022 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes HDOrigins® and Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette®
Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a Virtual Reward Card emailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim approval. Subject to applicable law, a $3.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 12 months after card issuance and
each month thereafter. See complete terms distributed with Virtual Reward Card. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2022 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the
property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.



KITCHEN PANTRY MESSAGE BOARD

° Transform kitchen pantry doors into an eye-catching
| rSt O C and productive space where busy parents can organize the

week’s dinner menu, shopping lists and schedules for the

& SeCU”tY TeCh“()lOgleS kids. Easy to create with a minimal number of supplies,
QUALITY = INTEGRITY » EXPERIENCE the kitchen pantry board uses Rust-Oleum Specialty Flat

Black Acrylic Chalkboard to produce a writeable, durable
Are you or someone you

and erasable surface that can transform a ho-hum kitchen

know IOO ki ng FOI" ag reat door into something that’s both functional and fun.

career opportunity? MARKER WALL

WE HAVE TWO OPENINGS at our growing, o Most kids love colorful

. . ; . T markers. Give them a fun
guality-oriented locksmith business: 1 their bed

Shop Manager and Locksmith/Field Service - aiea in their be roorr;l or

Technician. Join our Diamond Certified, P a.yr(')om.to express their

5-Star Yelp! company serving the Silicon _ artistic side and create

a space that’s uniquely

theirs. Whether an entire

wall or small creative

' ' corner, white erase paint

‘ allows nearly any surface

A rewarding trade to be a part of now and
in the future.

Send resumé to: Gary@1stLock.com

Valley. Great benefits and job satisfaction.
to be converted into a

writable dry-erase surface.
Q

650-964-4040 GHENE - @

Locally owned and A D { This economical and
operated since 2007. L it 'f_-.g- impactful project can be
905 North San Antonio Rd., Los Altos A kitchen pantry message board proves  accomplished within two

(between Sherwood & El Camino Real) functional for parents and fun for kids. hours, plus three days to

WESTLAKE ACE HARDWARE

11 he pain re. ¢
LOCKSMITH LICENSE LCO4354 CONTRACTORS LICENSE 901913 allow the paint to cure

- Classic ®&Teak
&< TOM’S i&rr

LTI WR PLE MNP LR

SAVE 25% On Any In-Stock ltem. —§~ One Day Only, Fri 9/2/22 12 - 6pm

COME ENJOY WINE, HORS D'OEUVRES & SAVINGS!
5084 W. El Camino Real, Los Altos, Ca 94022  650-366-0411 www.classicpatio.com
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A PLAN FOR PLANTING

Summer and early fall prove season of drama and subtlety

BY TANYA KUCAK
SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Rollout shelves built to fit
your existing cabinets!

We build and install premium-quality
pull out shelves for your kitchen,

garage, bathroom or office.

California native plants that are drought-adapted
need little care other than occasional water if they
are not yet established or if a heat wave is anticipated.

Frorn approximately June through September, most

Gardeners’goals determine
their maintenance routines.
If survival of the fittest is
the rule, the gardener plants
during the rainy season,
waters well, then leaves the
plants alone. For a more
manicured look, plants
might be installed with drip
irrigation and monitored
regularly so they look their
best at all times. Whatever
the gardening
summer and early fall can

regimen,

be both the most dramatic
and the subtlest season in the
native garden. >

Coffeeberry

Its thick leaves protect coffeeberry
from drying out in summer. The berries
change from green to red to black.

FREE
ROLLOUT!

with purchase of 5
or more rollouts

EPREEISIUN
ROLLOUTS

* Drawer replacement
* Mobile showroom

¢ Senior Citizen &
Veteran discount

(408) 930-4144

www.PrecisionRollouts.com
Lic # 1030398

HOME & GARDEN |
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Although spring bloomers look
more delicate, plants that are
floriferous in late summer and fall
are some of the most tenacious, even
aggressive, perennials: California
fuchsia, goldenrod and showy
milkweed. All four of these can take
over a garden bed, so they are best
planted where they cannot overrun
more well-behaved plants. Most of
the year they are in the background,
but once they begin to bloom, they
command attention.

Garden designers strive to create
contrast in gardens by pairing cool

Showy Milkweed

Showy milkweed blooms in midsummer and
produces large pods of fluffy seeds. It's best grown
in informal gardens, where its tendency to roam
about the garden and elbow less robust plants aside
can be accommodated. Native grasses make good
companions.

Cow Parsnip
As the cow parsnip plants die back by midsummer,
the dry stalks and interesting seedheads remain.

and hot colors, but California fuchsia
achieves this goal all on its own.
Many of its cultivars have leaves
in shades of blue-gray to pale gray,
paired with hummingbird-attracting
flowers in saturated reds and
oranges. Goldenrod sports intense
yellow froth at the tips of its narrow
stems, inviting tiny pollinators. And
showy milkweed dies to the ground
in winter, emerging in midsummer
from spreading roots or seeds.

s

CL

Established in 1988, Stanford Painting is a family-owned business
that has provided the Bay Area with high quality painting services,
professionalism and exceptional customer service.

As one of the only Lead-Safe Certified and Diamond Certified
companies in the area, we are dedicated to the safety and complete
satisfaction of our clients.

CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE AND
COMPLIMENTARY COLOR CONSULTATION!

650.321.9302 | www.stanfordpainting.com | info@stanfordpainting.com

Other flowering perennials and
shrubs are more subtle. As summer
proceeds, native buckwheats retain
their flowering stems. But as the
flowers age, they slowly turn from
shades of cream, pink or yellow to
muted russets. Gardeners schooled

in the practice of deadheading might
prune back the stems, but another
option is to appreciate the slow color
changes and allow the plants to go
to seed, attracting more birds to the
garden. >

California Fuchsia
Most cultivars of California fuchsia start blooming
slowly, with a flower here and there. Once they are in
full bloom, the plantis covered in flowers until winter.
Once frost nips the plants and the foliage starts to die
back, it's best to prune California fuchsia aninch or so
high to keep its growth more compact.

STANFORD PAINTING, INC.

Your premier painter serving the
Bay Area’s residential and commercial
painting needs for over 30 years.

RELIABLE e TRUSTED e EFFICIENT

JAY FURLONG
5
[ -y FOUNDER & CE0
@
.r Lic. 602048

Stanford Painting is not affiliated with Stanford University
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YOUR SUCCESS
IS OUR BUSINESS!

We are here to help you fulfill your
real estate dreams.

Whether buying or selling a home,
we will guide you every step of the
way.

650.947.2902

ALICE & ALICIA NUZZO | Teamnuzzocon i (’:, ~ >0

Loyalty « Integrity » Local knowledge gr;{u;;g%ﬁsggggo.com




California buckeye trees are the most prominent Strategies that enable SUN-LOVING PLANTS

summer-deciduous plant. For sheer sculptural beauty, to keep their leaves during summer include the
a buckeye that has lost its leaves is hard to beat. Its soft, thin following.

leaves come out in winter and dry up by early summer, in 4 Some manzanitas hold their bright-green
contrast to winter-deciduous trees that leaf out in spring and leaves perpendicular to the sun.

lose their leaves in fall. Other natives have adapted to long

4 White sage and showy milkweed have white or
stretches without rainfall in different ways. < : ’

gray leaves that reflect sunlight.

) @ Thick leaves of coffeeberry or toyon hold
Rose Hips

1 Often clusters of bright-red moisture better than soft, thin leaves.

rose hips appear while native

roses still have flowers. % | eaf hairson fremontodendron leaves minimize

evaporation from the leaves. Late summer is a
good time to look for the subtle - or sometimes
dramatic - beauty of seed pods and berries.

% Native roses can have prodigious clusters of
bright-red rose hips.

% Desert willow pods have engaging curlicues.

@ The fuzzy tails of mountain mahogany seeds
catchlightand give the entire shrub a dramatic
presence.

% |arge milkweed pods are stuffed with bits of

Mountain Mahogany . P kit - ) white fluff attached to small dark seeds.
The featherlike seeds are the |
showiest feature of mountain
mahogany. This tall shrub 3

blends into the background in Tanya Kucak gardens organically.
other seasons. Backlit by the

sun, the profusion of plumy [ . o’ g 4= Email ber at tanya.garden@gmail.com.
seeds makes the plant glow. L—

Epicurean Group is a Contract Food Service Management
Company dedicated to sustainable dining. We specialize
in corporate and campus restaurants, fine arts dining, and
distinctive community dining, and we provide exceptional
catering services for discerning customers.

Our different sectors include:
« Private Universities

« Private Preparatory Schools
« Business & Industries

* Private Active Living

EPICUREAN GROUP

[fresh. fronest. focal.

T, -

Let’s Connect! Contact Us Today!

paul @epicurean-group.com
310.980.1789 / www.epicurean-group.com
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Y AtticPros

Call or text for a complimentary inspection
408-547-9923

95% of attics have these problems

RODENTS AND THEIR WASTE MOLD BAD ODORS

Services Include:

= Insulation removal and replacement = Air duct cleaning

= Attic clean up = Crawl space insulation

= Attic ladders and fans install = Crawl space moisture barrier
= Attic radiant barrier = Crawl space cleaning

= Rodent proofing = Sump pump installation

= Sanitation = Crawl space dehumidifiers

= Air duct repair and replacement = French drain, waterproofing

$50 OFF

Seniors,
Veterans &
expectant
oms

Attic subject to inspection. Price per

single attic space. Not valid with any
other offer. Expires 09-28-22

“,|e)e) ATTIC CLEAN-UP
| [ e SPECIAL
0)p g

—BOOK A FREE ESTIMATE ONLINE — o+ o
www.atticprosinc.com @& ==




FIRE SAFETY

Prevention and
preparedness

How to protect your home from wildfires

SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

‘ >i e are facing another active wildfire season this

year, with heat waves and drought conditions

hammering the West Coast and several fires

already triggering evacuations. As wildfires continue to

burn more intensely, it’s important to remember that
preparation is key.

In the current climate, proactive home maintenance
can be the difference between mitigating small problems
or tackling more costly problems down the line. Nearly
one in three homeowners reported damage from severe
weather or climate-related issues in the past year, and
only two in five made updates to their homes to protect
themselves against these types of problems, according to
the Homeowners Preparedness Report from Hippo, a
home insurance provider.

PAGE 28 | HOME & GARDEN | AUGUST 31, 2022

While many of the elements causing wildfires are
out of people’s control, there are important things
homeowners can do to protect their homes and their
families. Hippo recommends proactively maintaining
your home and its surrounding areas to create a clear,
defensible space to prevent wildfire damage.

& Create defensible space. Move or store
all patio/outdoor furniture, trampolines, woodpiles,
barbecue grills, etc., outside the defensible space.

Landscape your home and entire property with wildfire
prevention and safety in mind, including selecting fire-
retardant trees, shrubs and building materials.

The local fire department can always guide you with
best practices catered to the area.



@& Maintain the critical structures on your
property. Clean the roofs and all of the gutters of your
home and outbuildings on the property.

éMiramnnfe

Uﬂfﬂl‘iﬁﬂl‘}* Hﬂﬁpiinr

& Have the tools in your toolkit if a wildfire occurs.
Have a garden hose long enough to reach anywhere around
your home and any other structure on your property.

If you live in a two-story house, purchase collapsible
ladders for each upstairs bedroom. Typical ladders measure
15 feet and cover two stories of your home.

Homes should include wildfire preparedness in their
emergency plans, and the first step is assembling a wildfire
readiness kit.

= punoseu}n

For a downloadable template, visit hippo.com/blog/
emergency-preparedness-checklist.

@ Install smart smoke and carbon dioxide
detectors outside each bedroom and on each level of
your home, including attics, basements and garages. A
smart detector provides alarm notifications on your

Comprehensive examinations

Aydeiboipes jeyubip aH

Rapid in-house diagnostics including
ultrasound within 2-4 hours

smartphone, unlike other smoke detectors. You can
Timely & early effective treatment

AT | 650-962-8338 H

‘www.miramontevet.com

connect it to your home security system so that it can
easily alert the fire department of any problems within
your home, even when you're not there.

& Create an evacuation plan. Plan two
evacuation routes in each room of your home. Keep a
whistle in each of your bedrooms to wake up your family
members in the night if there’s a fire. Teach your family >

Adeisayjowayn

Soft tissue & Orthopedic Surgery . Dentistry

On Miramonte Ave btwn El Camino & Foothill Expwy 50

Gretchen Swall

Successfully Selling Los Altos for Over 15 Years!

She’s a local and trusted partner to manage the sale
of your most valuable asset - your home.

Call Gretchen to see how you could benefit from her
extensive financial market experience!

650.810.5678

gretchen.swall
@compass.com

DRE# 01890796

SOLD ()% Gretchen in 3 Days for Over Askmg'

COMPASS Sold for $9,500,000

1460 Oakhurst Avenue | Los Altos
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STERLING

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
| e T v ey Er v

how to feel the temperature of the bottom of doors, and
avoid opening doors if they are too hot.

Reduce, Reuse & Redecorate
REUPHOLSTERY RECYCLES!

Keep the plan in a safe place, where anyone can access
it, such as your refrigerator.

Keep a few fire extinguishers in the home and garage.

If you do experience a wildfire and evacuation, it’s
important to conduct a thorough inspection of your
home upon returning. «»

$92 5() LABOR SPECIAL
Total Price For Labor On

Standard Couch or Chair

Plus the cost of any fabric you select from our complete line of fabrics. Labor price of $92.50
¢ includes frame, spring and webbing repair. Additional charge for cushion filler, tuftingand ~ :
channeling. Customer supplied fabric charged at standard labor rate of $70 per yard. :

650.961.8700
1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View
SterlingCustomUpholstery.com

For a post-wildfire checklist, visit
hippo.com/sites/default/files/content/WildfirePost.pdf.

To read Hippo'’s preparedness report, visit
hippo.com/blog/homeowner-preparedness-report.

Ace Hardware Los Altos 2, 16 Lynn North | Compass 12

Alice & Alicia Nuzzo | Christie’s
International Real Estate Sereno 25

LIST of
ADVERTISERS

Miramonte Veterinary Hospital 29
Pazmany Bros. Landscaping 19
Attic Pros 27 Precision Rollouts 23
Purissima Hills Water District 15

Rancho Merchants 14

Bogard Team | The Agency 7
Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply 18

Christie’s International Real Estate

Sereno 9

Cobalt Power Systems Inc. 3

Connie Miller | Compass 19
Epicurean Group 26

Filoli Historic House and Garden 31
First Lock & Security Technologies 22
Gretchen Swall | Compass 29
Grimes Natural Landscape Inc. 10
Harrell Remodeling 13

Los Altos Hills County Fire District 6

Rebarts Interiors 21

Sherry Scott Design 20

Smith’s Pest Management 8
Stanford Painting 24

Star One Credit Union 11
Sterling Custom Upholstery 30
The Welsh Group | Compass 32
Tom’s Outdoor Furniture 22

Tori Atwell | The Agency 17
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Open Daily

10am-5pm

Orchard Days

Weekends, September 24-October 30, 2022

86 Canada Road, Woodside, CA 94062 | 650.364.8300 | filoli.org



Denise Welshy -~ Sgassais v, -Jack Welsh
Broker Asso@iaicemes o | S “Realtor”, MBA
DRE# 00939903 , DRE# 02099304
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ompass is a real estaté broker licensed by the State alifornia and abides by Equ lousing Opportunity laws. License Number

01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable
) but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to
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