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The Town Crier
Holiday Fund:

Giving back to those
that give their all

By Christina Casillas
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com

rom resources that keep
F thosein need afloat to those that

encourage the creativity and
wellbeing of children going through
difficult times, The Los Altos Town
Crier Holiday Fund - now in its
26th year - helps local organizations
that directly serve
those with the most
pressing needs in
the community.

Since its incep-
tion, the Holiday
Fund has raised more
than $3 million. This year,
the fund aims to raise $260,000
to donate to 13 nonprofit organiza-
tions.

The organizations that the dona-
tions will be dispersed to include
Child Advocates of Silicon Valley;
Community Services Agency’s Food
& Nutrition Center; the Commu-
nity School of Music and Arts’ Ar-
tistic Intelligence program; the Day
Worker Center of Mountain View;
Help One Child; Hope’s Corner;
Hidden Villa Summer Camps; the
MERIT program at the Krause Center
for Innovation; Los Altos Youth The-
atre; Music for Minors; Mentor Tutor
Connection; MVLA Scholars; and
the Veterans Resource Center at
Foothill College.

Holiday Fund contributions are tax

Fligor and Kumar likely to face off in runoffs,
voters seem to move forward with Measure A

By Christina Casillas and
Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writers/editorial@latc.com

runoff election for the Santa
AClara County Assessor’s seat

is looking probable, based on
county polls, and Measure A is poised
to pass.

The Santa Clara County Assessor’s
seat opened after Larry Stone, for-
mer assessor, announced his June 23
retirement after a 30-year career. The
seat, voted in by county residents, re-
quired a Nov. 4 special election to fill
Stone’s seat for the one-year remain-
der of his four-year term.

Another election for a new four-
year term will be scheduled the fol-
lowing November. Four candidates
have emerged to succeed Stone: Los
Altos Vice Mayor Neysa Fligor; Sara-
toga City Councilmember Yan Zhao;
former Saratoga Councilmember Ri-
shi Kumar; and Bryan Do, current
president of the Eastside Union High
School District.

As of 9:45 a.m. Monday, Fligor and
Kumar are leading the polls, with
174,691 (37.73%) and 111,341(24.04%)
votes, respectively. Zhao is third with
98,278 (21.22%) votes and Do follows
with 78,227 (16.89%), 100% of pre-
cincts reporting.

In the event no candidate earns
more than 50% of the vote, the top
two contenders will square off in a
runoff election, set for Dec. 30. Cur-
rently, those two candidates are Fligor
and Kumar.

Fligor thanked voters for the op-
portunity to head to the runoff elec-
tion in December.

SHELLY BOWERS/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Local voters took to the polls in Los Altos Hills last Tuesday for the Nov. 4

special election.

stated in a message to the Town Crier.
“It is clear from the results that voters
want someone who will be ready on
day one to lead the assessor’s office —
protecting local revenue for vital ser-
vices like health care, education, and
public safety, improving processes,
saving taxpayers money and produc-
ing an accurate, fair and transparent
assessment roll.”

Kumar said he’s also excited to face
off against Fligor.

“We’re thrilled to have made the
Dec. 30 runoff while spending a frac-
tion of what my opponent did,” Ku-
mar stated in an email to the Town
Crier. He also posted the same mes-
sage on his website. “I stand by my
pledge to deliver property tax exemp-

ready forging ahead. I will get it done
and we are going to win this seat.”

Measure A

Measure A calls for a sales tax of
five-eighths of a cent for five years,
or 0.625%, generating $330 million
per year in annual revenue and needs
a simple majority to pass. The mea-
sure, put on the ballot by the Santa
Clara County Board of Supervisors,
was a response to funding cuts signed
into law in July by President Donald
Trump, including more than $1 tril-
lion in cuts to Medicaid nationally.
Santa Clara County receives more
than $2.3 billion in funding from the
federal Medicaid program, represent-
ing the largest single source of federal

See HOLIDAY FUND, Page 7 “I'look forward to continue sharing tion for those aged 60 and over with
my vision for the assessor’s office,” she  a statewide ballot initiative that’s al- See ELECTION, Page 5
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Be a Lifeline
to Your
Community

Silicon Valley Community Foundation is working
with local nonprofits to ensure they can continue
to deliver essential services.

Donate now to our Community Lifeline Fund to
help provide food, shelter and healthcare
to those most in need.

\ SILICON
VALLEY
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION Scan to learn more

and donate:

svcf.org

LIVE YOUR BEST LIFE. 1hE FORUM

Discover a beautiful, accessible senior living community where comfort,
connection, and peace of mind come naturally. With resort-style amenities,
engaging programs, and a welcoming community that celebrates you,

AT RANCHO SAN ANTONIO

every day.
e
AVAILABLE LISTINGS SEmaE
Managed by €} Lite Care Services®
Villas: 2 Bed + Den / 2 Bath / 2-Car Garage (1 ,688 Sq. ft.) COA #204 | Cal DRE #01226721 | CA RCFE #435200344
Apartments: 1 Bed / 1 Bath (720-800 sq. ft.) | 2 Bed / 2 Bath (1,020 sq. ft.) theforum-seniorliving.com | 650.944.0200

Call 650-944-0100 for a private tour and learn more about this offer.
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Around Town

Football season quietly closes

COURTESY OF MITCHELL ENG
The Mountain View football team beat Los Altos 35-7 Friday night in its annual rivalry game.
Mountain View running back Sam Ford, left, runs with the ball during the game, while
Braden Greene, right, comes up with a pass breakup.
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Loyalty.
Integrity.
Local Knowledge.

We are here to help you fulfill
your real estate dreams. Whether
buying or selling a home we will
guide and protect you every step
of the way.

Alice & Alicia Nuzzo
REALTORS®

650.947.2902
anuzzo@sereno.com
TeamNuzzo.com

DRE 458678 | DRE 1127187
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HAMMERSCHMIDT [ |
CONSTRUCTION

T

* 25+ years of award-winning Design + Build
remodeling

* Integrated team for design, drawings, finish
selections, permits, and building- speeds the
process and assures accountability

* Fixed price contracts for peace of mind

* Whole house remodels, additions, kitchens,
bathrooms, exterior landscapes

* Certified Green Builder

¢ 100s of local references

Contact us to help you
create a home you love.

(650) 948-4200

info@hammerschmidtinc.com

License #716400

hammerschmidtinc.com

at o}

SPINACH
%33%@

EXTRA FANCY

BOI( CHOY
4% |

5 i i-Sanfh *_;i§50’94§O§8L \D_gﬂl_\_aart?m%hard‘&?'_p: - |
SATSUMA MANDARINS FUYU PERSIMMONS
SEEDLESS t $ LOCALLY GROWN $ 99
E-Z PEEL SWEET AND CRISP &
SWEET AND JUICY VERY TASTY > LB
CALIFORNIA ,- QBQA'!!Q LOCALLY GROWN GIZDICH & KOZLOWSKI RANCH
GROWN BABY stmuenes

FANTASTIC FLAVOR

CHANTRELLES

MUSHROOMS -

SWEET & MEATY

BUTTERNUT,
SQUASH

R REWARD§ CLUB MEMBERS
i GET FREE GIFTS

ARE YOU A MEMBER? SCAN QR AND SIGN UP

NO COﬂVENIENCE FEE FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER

OPEN DAILY 8am=7pm * PRICES EFFECTIVE: 11/12 Turu 11/18
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News

Police Blotter

Auto hurglary

Nov. 5, 7:17 p.m.: 2000
block of Homestead Road,
Los Altos

Nov. 5, 9:06 p.m.: Inter-
section of Third Street and
Plaza North, Los Altos

Battery of spouse
or cohabitant

Nov. 7, 9:54 a.m.: 900
block of West Dana Street,
Mountain View

Nov. 9, 1:22 p.m.: 1000
block of Castro Street,
Mountain View

commercial
burglary

Nov. 7, 5:49 a.m.: 300
block of Polaris Avenue,
Mountain View

Drunk driver

Nov. 7, 12:47 a.m.: In-
tersection of Bush Street
and West Evelyn Avenue,
Mountain View

Nov. 9, 2:12 a.m.: In-
tersection of Grant Road
and West El Camino Real,
Mountain View

Elder abuse

Nov. 7, 11:46 a.m.: 500
block of Mountain View
Avenue, Mountain View

Residential
burglary

Nov. 8, 9:40 a.m.: 2200
block of California Street,
Mountain View

Stolen vehicle

Nov. 9, 9:36 a.m.: Inter-
section of Wright and Gem-
ini avenues, Mountain View

Nov. 9, 10:23 a.m.: 500
block of Lambert Wat,
Mountain View

Theft

Nov. 7, 3:32 p.m.: 0-100
block of East Middlefield
Road, Mountain View

Nov. 8, 2:16 p.m.: 1600
block of North Shoreline
Boulevard, Mountain View

Nov. 8, 9:09 p.m.: 600
block of San Antonio Road,
Mountain View

Nov. 9, 6:48 p.m.: 2600
block of West El Camino
Real, Mountain View

— Christina Casillas

Local organizations prepare for SNAP delay repercussions

By Christina Casillas

Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com

ile California families are see-
ing a return of their Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance

Program (SNAP) benefits, some local or-
ganizations are still seeing an increase in
demand for food assistance — and those
that haven’t are gearing up for it.

SNAP provides food benefits to low-
income families struggling to put healthy
and nutritious foods on the table, accord-
ing to the USDA. In 2024, approximately
13.5% of families in the state received
SNAP benefits — known as CalFresh
in California - and there are currently
133,000 recipients in Santa Clara County.

The largest nutrition aid system in the
country, SNAP provided funds to ap-
proximately 4.7 million participants on
average monthly in fiscal year 2024, which
cost the feds approximately $99.8 billion.

As of Nov. 6, lawsuits filed by California
and multiple organizations resulted in the
order of the Trump administration to is-
sue full CalFresh payments to the state’s
5.5 million SNAP recipients, according
to a press release on California Governor
Gavin Newsom’s website. But since the
federal government shut down Oct. 1, dis-
tribution of funds to the 133,000 people in
Santa Clara County benefiting from Cal-
Fresh has been confusing, and in many
cases, delayed.

Whileit’s too early to provide hard data,

Tom Myers, CEO of Community Services
Agency (CSA), said the organization has
seen an increase in people in need of food
and the resources the food and nutrition
center offers.

“The lines have increased going into
our food center substantially, I can just
look and see that the line is bigger than
it was prior to Nov. 1,” he said. “So that’s
one thing. The second thing is, anecdot-

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO
Volunteers help move food to be given at the CSA food and nutrition center.

ally, I've been told that on a regular day we
generally have somewhere between one or
two new people signing up for food. Right
now, were looking at more like seven to
10 people signing up for food every day (in
the first week of November).”

The food and nutrition center address-
es food insecurity by distributing more

See IMPACT, Page 6

Mountain View approves public safety building Environmental Impact Report

By Giuseppe Ricapito
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.org

he Mountain View City

I Council is moving for-

ward with the develop-

ment of a public safety build-
ing.

The council unanimously
certified an Environmental
Impact Report for a new po-
lice and fire headquarters at a
meeting on Tuesday. The proj-
ect, which would be located
at 1000 Villa St., carries an es-
timated budget of about $189
million.

“This is something the city
has been talking about for
over 20 years. Because we have

people who are here to provide
public safety who are in an un-
safe building themselves, it is
not seismic retrofitted,” Mayor

Ellen Kamei said. gency

operations
operations

SCREENSHOT FROM MOUNTAIN VIEW CITY COUNCIL MEETING PRESENTATION

and the emer-

center.

has been the largest stick-
ing point in the development

The Mountain View public safety building will be located at 1000 Villa St., where the existing
Mountain View Police Fire Administration building is located.

looned to more than $200 mil-
lion with various estimates,

The existing police and
fire administration  build-
ing opened in 1980. It houses
public safety operations in-
cluding police, dispatch, fire

Page 4 | Los Altos Town Crier | November 12, 2025

The building was designed
prior to modern seismic safety
standards and is considered
outdated.

The cost of the building

of the plan. The building in-
cludes an arts budget, a shoot-
ing range and other ameni-
ties which have driven up the
cost. The building budget bal-

but with various cuts the coun-
cil has settled on a cost of ap-
proximately $189 million.

See BUILDING, Page 5



ELECTION

From Page 1

funding to the county each year,
which threatens Santa Clara Val-
ley Healthcare, according to a
county press release. The cuts
would threaten both public and
private healthcare, potentially
resulting in a $1 billion loss in
revenue to Santa Clara County’s
$4.6 billion public hospital sys-
tem.

Santa Clara County Supervi-
sor Margaret Abe-Koga said that
Santa Clara County is taking a
$1 billion hit in federal funding
largely through Medicaid, with
Measure A helping to staunch
around one-third of the loss
and preventing the most severe
reductions to county services
like healthcare, food assistance,
housing and other safety-net
programs.

“Nobody likes to pay more in
taxes, so I am deeply grateful to
the voters who likely chose to do
so because they knew, like me,
that we can’t afford to lose our
hospitals, particularly our trau-
ma care hospitals that serve ev-
eryone in the county,” Abe-Koga
stated in an email.

As of 9:45 a.m. Monday, Mea-
sure A is passing with 303,391
(57.08%) votes in support and
228,122 (42.92%) against the
measure, 100% of precincts re-
porting.

Kumar, also the chair of the
No on Measure A campaign,
had argued before the elec-
tion that Measure A would
hurt poor people and increase
living expenses, calling it a
regressive  tax that hurts

SHELLY BOWERS/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN
CRIER

Local voters drop off their
ballots in Los Altos Hills
during last week’s election.

struggling families.

“The people have spoken, and
I hope the county will spend the
money judiciously,” Kumar stat-
ed in an email after the election.

The Santa Clara County Reg-
istrar of Voters began counting
votes at 8 p.m. Nov. 4, and mail-
in ballots that were postmarked
the date of the election have until
Nov. 12 to be received and count-
ed by the Santa Clara County
Registrar of Voters.

As of 9:45 a.m. Monday,
more than half of registered
Santa Clara County voters
have voted - 546,685 ballots
(51.16%) were cast.

WAl
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BUILDING

From Page 4

The building size is approxi-
mately 75,000 square feet to
accommodate for a planned
increase in staffing. Current
staffing is at about 165 em-
ployees, with the new building
able to accommodate up to
248 employees.

Staff expects to return to
the council in December with
a comprehensive budget plan.
On Nov. 5, 2024, voters passed
revenue Measure G, a property
tax conveyance measure, to as-
sist in the funding of the proj-
ect.

“These are serious deci-
sions,” Councilmember Pat
Showalter said. “I want to
thank everybody for the work
that’s behind it.”

The development of the

building also plans for the de-
molition of the existing struc-
ture.

Goodwin Steinberg, a noted
master architect, designed the
original building. Built in a
Spanish colonial style, it is con-
sidered a historic structure and
an example of his large-scale
civic work.

The city plans for a range of
mitigation measures, including
photographs, documents and
drawings to preserve evidence
of the historic structure.

Officials plan that in 2026
the council will consider final
approval of the funding plan
and authorization of the sale of
bonds to finance construction.

online Poll of the Week E[

According to Gallup Polls, 39% of people surveyed in
the U.S. believe in ghosts. Do you believe in ghosts?

« Yes, ghosts are real - 25%
« No, ghosts are not real — 52.3%
o I can’t say if they're real or not real — 22.7%

COMPASS

GRATITUDE

)

got a[jent?

DENIECE SMITH
Realtor | DRE 01295757
650.483.2055 | gotagent123@gmail.com

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker

licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended

for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

LAHS Broken Box Theater Company Presents

WA,

a play based on the original Novel by L.Frank Baum

NOVEMBER 13-15 at 7:00 pm

@ Eagles Theater 201 Aimond Avenue, Los Altos
Students $5 / General $10

09, LOOKINGTODONATEA
"0 SHIHTZU
TOALOVINGFAMILY?

WE ARE MOURNING OUR BELOVED HOLLY
AFTER 15 WONDERFUL YEARS TOGETHER AND
WE WOULD LOVE TO FILL THE HOLE IN OUR
HEARTS.

DEMI CANARD ROTI
A L'ORANGE
ENJOY A COMPLIMENTARY GLASS

OF HOUSE WINE WITH THIS DISH
AND MENTION OF THIS AD

FRENCH RESTAURANT SINCE 1989

RESERVATIONS
(650) 964-3321

TUES-SAT 5:00PM - 9:00PM

1405 W. EL CAMINO REAL,
MOUNTAIN VIEW

e

CELEBRATING 36 YEARS IN BUSINESS!
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MV to update
below market rate
housing ordinance

By Giuseppe Ricapito
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.com

ountain View is seeking to make
new amendments to the city’s
below market rate housing pro-

gram in order to include the increase of
affordable units.

The city council unanimously voted dur-
ing a meeting Nov. 4 to direct staff to return
with changes next year which include modi-
fications to fee formulas for developers and
streamlining of approvals.

“Iknow it’s been a long effort,” said Mayor
Ellen Kamei.

The city’s below market rate housing pro-
gram was adopted in 1999. It is intended to
address the high cost of housing by mandat-
ing mixed-income residential developments
that integrate market-rate and affordable
units.

Since December 2023, 30 new BMR rent-
al units have been constructed. There are 216
BMR units in the city at this time.

The new changes are intended to incor-
porate updates to the city ordinance on

See ORDINANCE, Page 7

IMPACT

From Page 4

than a ton of food every weekday to
low-income families and individuals
who would most benefit from spend-
ing their money on other necessities.

Last year, 3,312 people received
nutritious groceries from the agen-
cy’s food and nutrition center, ac-
cording to its fiscal year 2024-2025
report.

While a major part of CSA’s mis-
sion is food assistance through its
food and nutrition center, the agency
provides myriad resources to those
in and around the communities of
Mountain View, Los Altos and Los
Altos Hills, including emergency
financial assistance, homeless ser-
vices, senior case management and
lunch and nutrition programs. The
agency’s senior lunch program,
which provides warm meals to peo-
ple aged 60 and older at the Moun-
tain View Senior Center, has also had
an increase in people in need, Myers
noted.

“I've been told we are seeing more
clients over there too,” he said.

Hope’s Corner - a nonprofit orga-
nization providing warm meals out
of Trinity United Methodist Church
in Mountain View - hasn’t seen an

increase yet, Hope’s Corner board
member Leslie Carmichael said, but
they’re preparing for one.

“We are anticipating that we
probably will see some increase in
our numbers as the month goes by,”
she said. “That’s pretty typical, even
when the money is flowing, that
people by the end of the month are a
little shorter on their funds. ... We’re
ready and able to make adjustments
if our numbers go up.”

The freezing of federal funds to
some organizations began in Janu-
ary, an attempt from the Trump ad-
ministration to ensure those benefit-
ing fit his priorities, including ending
“wokeness” and “financial assistance
for foreign aid, nongovernmental or-
ganizations, DEI, woke gender ideol-
ogy, and the green new deal,” per a
Jan. 27 memo from the U.S. Office of
Management and Budget.

While Hope’s Corner doesn’t
receive many direct federal funds,
Carmichael said Second Harvest,
one of the organization’s biggest
food donors, does. CSA used to re-
ceive federal funding through Unit-
ed Way Bay Area, the local branch
of a worldwide nonprofit that helps
communities across the country
with food and nutrition access, but
the $40,000 funds it would have re-

ceived was frozen by the federal gov-
ernment.

Currently, CSA has allocated
$30,000 for non-perishable items,
like rice, pasta and beans, but orga-
nization leaders expect additional
funds will be needed in the near fu-
ture. Though funds are tight, the
agency expects to allocate emergen-
cy funds as needed.

For both CSA and Hope’s Corner,
there’s a need for donations — both
monetary and otherwise. Myers and
Carmichael said non-perishable do-
nations, like beans and rice, can go a
long way - but monetary donations
are preferred as they can be used
where and when needed.

“Money is better simply because
we can stretch the dollars further
than they can. We have the ability to
buy in bulk and to buy wholesale,”
Myers said. “Because of that we can,
we can make monetary donations go
further. That said, if people would
like to donate food, we absolutely
need that too, no question.”

Carmichael also encouraged peo-
ple who would like to help to con-
template volunteering directly with
Hope’s Corner.

To donate to CSA, visit csacares.
org/donate/. To donate to Hope’s
Corner, visit hopes-corner.org/give.

and

| PHYSICAL THERAPY
WELLNESS

. (650)584-0076 |

Improve Digestion and Reduce Bloating — Naturally, Without Medications or Surgery

End the cycle of bloating, straining, and frustrating irregularity. Experience reduced
abdominal pressure, less need to push or strain, and improved gut motility.

+ Renewed Vitality: Many patients report less pain, more energy, and the
confidence of feeling years younger.

» Reduced Bloating & Pain: Decrease abdominal pressure and tension that
contributes to bloating and cramping.

« Less Straining: Train your body for effortless bowel movements, significantly
reducing issues like hemorrhoids.

« Better Bowel Regularity: Reduce constipation with more complete, and natural
bowel movements.

Experience a Complimentary Pelvic Floor Demo Session
Discover how your body can heal and feel 20 years younger — naturally.

? PhysioFit Physical Therapy & Wellness — Los Altos
@ PhysioFitPT.com

Private one-on-one care for women and men.

Scan to Learn More and

Take Your First Step to Healing

Author:

Kim Gladfelter
MPT, OCS, FAAOMPT
« Executive Director
« Physical Therapist
- Pilates Instructor
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HOLIDAY FUND

From Page 1

nizations in early 2026.

deductible and processed through a donor-advised fund at
DAFFY. The Town Crier will present checks to the 13 orga-

The Town Crier will profile each organization in a series
of articles published throughout the holiday season. We pro-
file two of our recipients, the Community Services Agency
and MVLA Scholars, beginning with this issue. Turn to page
9 to learn more about the organizations.

To donate online, visit daffy.org/campaigns/los-altos-
town-crier-holiday-fundraiser.

To donate by check, make checks payable to “Daffy
Charitable Fund” and mail to 221 Main Street, PO BOX
2061, Los Altos, California, 94022.

ORDINANCE

From Page 6

below market rate housing from
a December 2023 study session
on the topic. The amendments
include new requirements for
physical accessibility units, new
rules for alternative means of
compliance and other amend-
ments.

The physical accessibil-
ity amendments would require
that 15% of the total BMR units
in a project or one BMR unit,
whichever is greater, be part of
the designated units if a proj-
ect is designated “accessible or
adaptable.”

Edward Jones

“This streamlined approach
would ensurethatatleastoneac-
cessible or adaptable BMR unit
is available in a project, would
not increase development
costs, and would be adminis-
tratively easier to incorporate
into the city’s review process,”
according to the staff report.

The plans also include the
institution of a cost-recovery
fee if a development appli-
cant proposes an alternative
compliance instead of building
on-site BMR units. The master
fee schedule would be updated
with a fee of $32,000 and will be
escalated annually according to
the consumer price index.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

We're more than just a great rate

Bank-issued,
FDIC-insured

3.75”

6-month APY*

650 229 7804

Aaron Chung, CRPC™

Financial Advisor

4966 El Camino Real Ste 125
Los Altos, CA 94022

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/10/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones
are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued
but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account
ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor
for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are
subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can
decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be
permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward
Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are
registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALLRIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

Downtown Los Altos gas leak last week
being investigated by local entities

By Christina Casillas
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.
com

he city of Los Altos and
other organizations are

investigating a gas leak
last week caused by construc-
tion in downtown Los Altos
that caused an evacuation or-
der.

The leak was the result of
West Valley Construction, a
California Water Service (Cal
Water) contractor, perform-
ing work in the area of Parking
Plaza North near First Street.

“The leak was an unfortu-
nate accident that occurred as
our contractor was performing
work to connect a fire service
to a recent water main upgrade
in the downtown area,” Chris
Wilson, Cal Water operations
manager, stated in an email.

Since the summer, Cal Wa-
ter and PG&E have been work-
ing on infrastructure upgrades
downtown aimed at improv-
ing long-term service reliabil-
ity and upgrading water mains
near the downtown parking

- Nov 28 “Dec21
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plazas.

Currently, PG&E and West
Valley Construction are look-
ing into the cause of the leak,
Wilson said. If PG&E deter-
mines the contractor did not
follow safe digging procedures,
the construction company
would be liable for the repair
costs, PG&E communications
representative Stephanie Ma-
gallon stated in an email to the
Town Crier.

The city of Los Altos is also
conducting an investigation
into the leak, according to City
Manager Gabriel Engeland.

“The city is also investigat-
ing the leak and trying to de-
termine if proper protocol was
followed by the contractor for
Cal Water,” he said. “If it is de-
termined there was negligence
that led to the gas leak the city
could file a claim against the
responsible party for damages
and the cost of the public safe-
ty response. At this stage, it is
too early to determine if any
party was negligent in their ac-
tions or if the city would pro-
ceed with a claim.”

7 Los Alfos Stage
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Company

Erica Ray, Santa Clara
County Fire information spe-
cialist, said the county is not
looking into the leak; their fo-
cus was on safety. She said such
incidents are dangerous and
digging must be approached
with caution.

“These types of incidents
are dangerous and impact-
ful to surrounding homes and
businesses, and in most cases,
theyre preventable,” she stat-
ed in an email. “Always call
811 before digging to ensure
PG&E has an opportunity to
check for and mark any under-
ground gas lines. This includes
when digging on your own
property, such as when plant-
ing new trees or erecting new
fences.”

The leak, described as sig-
nificant and audible, was se-
cured at 10:44 a.m.

The gas leak was first report-
ed at 8:48 a.m. and required
evacuations in the affected
area, which included the parts
of First Street between Main
Street and West Edith Avenue
down Third Street.

L

losaltosstage.brg
650.941.0551

97 Hillview Ave. Los Altos, 94022 _
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Letters to the Editor

Say no to CO2
sequestration

Last Monday’s (Nov. 3)
evacuation of downtown Los
Altos brings to mind a related
concern about sequestration
of carbon dioxide.

To reduce the effect of
burning fossil fuels such as
coal, oil and natural gas, there
are sometimes proposals to
collect the carbon dioxide and
permanently keep it out of the
atmosphere. These proposals
usually plan to pump the car-
bon dioxide gas into depleted
oil and gas fields. In my opin-
ion, such a suggestion is quite
dangerous.

(Last week’s) leak was of
natural gas, which is lighter
than air. It rises, and emergen-
cy responders can still work
in the area. In contrast, when
there is a leak of carbon diox-
ide, it is heavier than air and
stays at or near the ground.
Carbon dioxide does not sup-
port life, so emergency work-
ers could not breathe air, nor
use equipment that needs air,

such as trucks, fire engines,
bulldozers, etc.

On Aug. 21, 1986, Lake
Nyos, in Cameroon, Africa
had an event when carbon di-
oxide escaped from the lake.
The eruption killed 1,746 peo-
ple and 3,500 livestock within
16 miles of the lake.

A carbon sequestration
project would need to contain
much more carbon dioxide
than was released in the 1986
disaster.

To reduce the climate
change caused by carbon di-
oxide, the gas would have to
be contained for as long as we
hope to have air-breathing life
on the planet. It would need
to be guarded and protected
long after anyone remembers
where it’s buried, or why.

Keep this danger in mind if
anyone suggests trying to se-
quester carbon dioxide under-
ground.

Mark G. Leonard
Los Altos

Letters to the Editor

he Town Crier welcomes letters to the editor on current

events pertinent to Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and Mountain
View. Email letters to howardb@latc.com. Letters should be no
more than 200 words. Include a phone number for verification
purposes. Anonymous letters will not be printed.
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Peek into the Past

AL,

Hillview Avenue until it was demolished in the 1970s.

COURTESY OF LOS ALTOS HISTORY MUSEUM
Los Altos Police Department officers stand next to their squad cars parked in front of San An-
tonio School in 1954. The school building was located on the corner of San Antonio Road and

Resilient Los Altos prepares communities

By Patricia Evans

n the face of earthquakes,

wildfires, power outages

and other emergencies, the
difference between chaos and
recovery depends on who steps
up and how quickly. That’s the
work of Resilient Los Altos
(RLA), a volunteer-powered
initiative dedicated to helping
residents in Los Altos prepare
for, respond to, and recover
from such events.

RLA is a sponsored proj-
ect of the Los Altos Mountain
View Community Founda-
tion (LAMVCF) Local Impact
Collective. That allows RLA
volunteers to focus on their
mission, while the Foundation
takes care of the infrastructure
and nonprofit status. This gives
RLA volunteers the freedom
to stay focused on neighbors,
training, drills, outreach and
cohesion and thereby build
community resilience.

RLA’s mission states that it
is “dedicated to strengthening
neighborhoods ... by providing
residents with the knowledge,
training and resources needed
to prepare for, respond to, and
recover from emergencies such
as power outages, storms, fires
and earthquakes.”

RLA is composed of three
groups of volunteers meeting
this mission: BATs (Block Ac-

Other Voices

tion Team) members, Com-
munity Emergency Response
Team members (CERTSs), and
amateur radio operators (aka
Hams). Together, they have a
broad and vital role: they build
community before disaster
strikes and help neighbors re-
spond together if it does.

Here’s how they work in
practice:

BATs organize neighbor-
hood gatherings, block parties
or social check-ins that build re-
lationships and trust — because
neighbors who know and trust
each other will help each other
in an emergency.

BATSs team up with CERTs
and Hams in their neighbor-
hoods to conduct preparedness
drills, train neighbors how to
assemble a “go-kit,” plan for
earthquakes or power outages,
and check in on each other.

In an emergency, BATS,
CERTs, and Hams are crucial
“feet on the street.” They assess
injuries, hazards and structural
damage, and relay this crucial
information from neighbor-
hoods to the city. BATs also
update the neighborhood with
official alerts, connect neigh-
bors who can help or who need
help with each other and solve

problems with credible guid-
ance (e.g. how to purify water).
CERTs provide medical first
aid and Hams relay emergency
messages when cell phones are
out.

Partnership matters

At the same time, being a
Foundation-backed project
gives RLA credibility, access to
networks and the wherewithal
to marshal volunteers effec-
tively. It’s a partnership that
strengthens both sides, and by
extension, strengthens the en-
tire community.

If you want to become part
of something meaningful, not
just in a crisis but in everyday
neighborhood life, consider
joining or forming a Block
Action Team or becoming a
CERT or Ham. Your participa-
tion matters. LAMVCF staff
and RLA volunteers will work
with you to help build neigh-
borhoods that are not only con-
nected, but resilient, safe, and
ready for whatever comes next.

Contact info@resilient-
losaltos.org for information
on CERT or Ham training or
newsletter@resilientlosaltos.
org for information on BAT
training. For more informa-
tion, visit resilientlosaltos.org.

Patricia Evans is a member
of Resilient Los Altos.



2025 Town Crier Holiday Fund

Mission: The mission of
MVLA Scholars is to help lo-
cal, low-income, first-gener-
ation students achieve their
dreams of earning college de-
grees and attaining profession-
al positions. MVLA Scholars
does this with an approach that
starts in the high school class-
room and goes through college
graduation and beyond:

o High school mentoring:
MVLA Scholars guides ap-
proximately 150 local high
school juniors and seniors
through the college, financial
aid and scholarship application
processes as well as the college
selection process.

e Multi-year college schol-
arships: Every year MVLA
Scholars awards  approxi-
mately 150 scholarships in the
amounts of $2000 - $8000.
Scholars receive scholarship
funds every year that they are
in college.

o One-on-one college mentor-
ing: MVLA Scholars helps col-
lege scholars with academic
concerns, setting budgets,
managing their time and pro-
vides general support and en-
couragement.

o Career support services:
MVLA Scholars assists col-
lege scholars with resumes and
helps them find internships
and full-time professional posi-
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COURTESY OF MVLA SCHOLARS

MYVLA Scholars offers college scholarships and mentoring for local, low-income, first-generation
students to achieve the dream of earning college degrees.

tions. MVLA Scholars awards
additional scholarship funds to
enable students to take unpaid
or low-paying internships in
their field of study.

This multi-dimensional ap-
proach has proven its success
with a graduation rate of more
than 90%, compared to nation-

al averages of 60% for the same
demographic.

2025 Update: Each March
MVLA Scholars employs a
rigorous selection process to
identify a new class of college
scholars. Important criteria
are financial need (the aver-
age family income is below

$55,000) and first-generation
to college. In addition, MVLA
Scholars considers academic
achievement, the ability to
overcome obstacles and a
strong desire to work for suc-
cess. In total, MVLA Scholars
is supporting 145 scholars this
year.

MVLA Scholars: College scholarships and mentoring for low-income students

MVLA Scholars

Location: 183 Hillview
Ave., Los Altos
Founded: 2000

Annual budget:
$700,000

Staff: All volunteers of
approximately 150+
Information: mvlaschol-
ars.org

MVLA Scholars has now
funded more than 200 unpaid
internships. Below are just a
few examples from this sum-
mer:

o Kristin was a law clerk for a
Public Defender

o Steven was lab technician for
Stanford STaRS Program

o Ashley did policy planning
for Indian Health Center of
Santa Clara

o Ashley did marketing for
Arts Los Altos

Why the Holiday Fund is
Needed: A college education is
crucial to help the low-income
students in our community at-
tain their goals of rising out of
poverty. The cost of college has
continued to rise. The need is
greater than ever before - for
both college scholarships and
summer internships.

Since MVLA is 100% volun-
teer, funds go directly to col-
lege scholarships.

Community Services Agency: Serving the community through hard times

Mission: Community Ser-
vices Agency (CSA) is the
community’s safety net, pro-
viding critical support ser-
vices that preserve and pro-
mote stability, self-reliance
and dignity.

CSA provides basic ser-
vices to those living in pov-
erty in the local community:
nutritious groceries, rental
assistance to prevent families
from losing their housing,
homeless case management
to move people into shelter
or housing, senior services
to help seniors stay safely in
their own homes and out-
reach to connect people with
assistance and other resourc-
es. Services are provided in
multiple languages and in
multiple locations.

“Many of the people we
serve are experiencing more
than just financial hardship

- they’re living in a constant
state of fear and uncertain-
ty,” said Amy Kaiser, CSA
associate director. “Support
from our community not
only helps meet basic needs,
but sends a message that we
care about those in need.”
CSA’s Homeless Preven-
tion Program provides case
management, transportation
passes, nutritious groceries,
fee waivers for children’s ac-
tivities and emergency finan-
cial aid for those at risk of
homelessness.
2025 update: In early spring,
CSA moved into its newly re-
modeled building, allowing
staff to be reunited under one
roof and promoting deeper
collaboration and more ef-
fective service delivery for
local individuals and families
in need. CSA has also been
faced with unprecedented

COURTESY OF CSA

Community Services Agency (CSA) provides critical support
services like groceries, rental assistance and homeless case
management for people in the community.

federal funding freezes and
cuts, especially impacting
the Food & Nutrition Pro-
gram. Most recently, it has

allocated emergency funds
to the food pantry to remain
fully stocked in anticipation
of increased demand.

CSA

Location: 204 Stierlin
Road, Mountain View
Founded: 1957

Annual Budget: $5.5 mil-
lion

Staff: 33 full-and part-
time staff, more than 500
volunteers

Information: csacares.
org

Why the Holiday Fund is
needed: With significant
cuts to federal funding,
the community’s need for
services has grown, while
financial support has been
cut. The Holiday Fund
helps CSA continue to pro-
vide basic safety net servic-
es to all in need in the com-
munity.

November 12, 2025 | Los Altos Town Crier | Page 9
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Stanford historian talks World War Il to present day

By Nancy Ginsburg Gill

ulitzer Prize winner Da-
Pvid Kennedy described
to the Los Altos Morn-

ing Forum Oct. 21 the decisions
that led to America’s domina-
tion at the end of World War
IT and allowed it to, according
to Winston Churchill, “stand
at the summit of the world.”
Kennedy is a Donald ].
McLachlan Professor of History
Emeritus at Stanford University.
His work integrates economic
and cultural analysis with so-
cial and political history, and
he has received many awards
for his teaching and scholar-
ship. He has served as chair of

the Stanford history department
and director of Stanford’s pro-
gram in international relations.

He began his talk by de-
scribing the blessing of grow-
ing up in the 1940s and ’50s, a
period which Philip Roth de-
scribed in his novel “American
Pastoral” as “the greatest mo-
ment of collective inebriation.”

A key contributor to Amer-
ica’s relative prosperity was
how well its civilians fared in
the war compared to civilians
from other countries. For ex-
ample, Kennedy said, only six
American civilians were casu-
alties of direct enemy action
while the Soviet Union incurred

over 16 million civilian deaths.

American consumers also
did very well. While other coun-
tries’ economies declined dra-
matically during the war years
- the British and Soviet econo-
mies shrank by a third - Amer-
ica’s actually increased by 15%.

Kennedy also described the
important ways in which Amer-
ica decided to use this power. “In
contrast to the isolationism that
took hold in America after World
War I that led Congress to refuse
to join the League of Nations, 25
years later the government em-
braced internationalism. After
the economic and humanitar-
ian devastation incurred during

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

In Person

= City of LOS ALTOS November 18, 2025 - 7:00p.m.

Note- This is not the Final Agenda

Members of the public are invited to participate in person at the Los Altos Council
Chamber at Los Altos City Hall located at 1 N. San Antonio Rd, Los Altos, CA. To
attend virtually, please view the final agenda for details.

Public testimony will be taken at the direction of the Mayor, and members of the public
may only comment during times allotted for public comments. Public comment will
be received in person during the meeting or by written public comment submitted to

World War II, we understood the
importance of using our prosper-
ity to bring stability to the world.

Through the Nuremberg and
Tokyo trials, the United States
established standards of decency
and basic human rights, even in
times of war. It led in the estab-
lishment of the United Nations,
The World Bank and the IMF
and implemented The Marshall
Plan. The support of all of these
new institutions allowed coun-
tries in Europe and Asia to re-
build their economies, stabilized
exchange rates and encouraged
beneficial trade agreements.

Furthermore, Kennedy ex-
plained, America “midwifed”

the European Union to ensure
peace on a continent where
war had reigned for centuries.

In response to a question
from his audience, Kennedy dis-
cussed the negative consequenc-
es of ending the draft. Some
members of the Gates Commis-
sion charged in 1973 with decid-
ing whether to replace universal
conscription with a professional
military worried that this major
change in military policy would
diminish civilians’ interest in
world affairs and encourage ad-
venturism. Some also worried
that the make-up of the military

See FORUM, Page 15

publiccomment@losaltosca.gov

1. Adopt the Proposed 2026 City Council Meeting Schedule

2. Treasurer’s Report and Investment Report for the Quarter Ending September 30,
2025

3. Adopt a Resolution to Approve a Successor Memorandum of Understanding
between the City of Los Altos and Sanitary Truck Drivers and Helpers Union
Local # 350

4. Adopt a Resolution - On-Call Sanitary Sewer Spot Repairs and CCTV Inspection
Services FY 2025-2026 Project

5. Adopt a Resolution - Amendment No. 3 with Bear Electrical Solutions, Inc.

6. Adopt a Resolution extending Downtown Performing Arts Center MOU two
additional years through November 18, 2027

7. Approve a resolution authorizing application to and receipt of HCD Prohousing
Incentive Program Funds, in the amount of $580,000

Acceptance of Residential Electrification Rebate Program
Investment Report for the Quarters Ended June 30, 2025, and September 30, 2025

10. Vesting Tentative Map for a Multiple-Family Project at 4898 El Camino Real
11. Vesting Tentative Map for a Mixed-Use Project at 996 Loraine Avenue

12. Review and renew Ordinance No. 2023-489 by reintroducing and waiving further
reading of the Ordinance approving Los Altos Police Policy 709

13. Drone as First Responder Program

Agendas, Reports and associated documents for City Council
items may be viewed at losaltosca.gov/citycouncil/meetings
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MVHS graduate Kemp launches career as novelist

By Amalia Tormala
Town Crier Editorial Intern

s a child, Los Altos resi-
dent Elizabeth Kemp
was always interested

in mysteries and puzzles. She
said she was one of those chil-
dren who clung onto a set of
“Nancy Drew” books, apt at
spotting red herrings and con-
stantly attempting to solve the
books’ mysteries.

Now, decades later, Kemp
does more than just read mys-
teries - she recently pub-
lished one of her own. “Tread
Lightly,” Kemp’s debut novel,
has been out since Oct. 10.

“I always thought it would
be really fun to write (a novel),”
Kemp said. “And if I was go-
ing to write a novel, I wanted
it to be a mystery because mys-
tery, suspense, thriller has al-
ways been my favorite genre
to read. So, I thought, ‘Hey,
why not try to write one?”

Kemp’s love for English lit-
erature is broader than solely
mysteries; she attended the Uni-
versity of Southern California’s
Annenberg School of Commu-
nication for her undergraduate
degree in journalism, minoring
in English to leave a door open
for her creative writing passions.

Kemp’s initial inspiration
for what would become “Tread

Lightly” came 20 years ago,
when an idea for a murder mys-
tery surfaced while on a cruise
in Alaska. She kept this idea in
the back of her mind, holding
onto it for decades. Kemp also
clung onto dry cleaning tickets,
receipts and grocery lists — any-
thing in her purse was fair game
to serve as inspiration for a novel.

During the pandemic, after
taking a Stanford Continuing
Studies course called “Jump-
start Your Novel,” Kemp began
to make use of her allotment
of Post-Its and purse items. In
April 2021, with self-sufficient
children and plenty of time on
her hands, Kemp began to write.

One year later, Kemp’s initial
draft was complete. To refine
her craft and upgrade her writ-
ing, Kemp surrounded herself
with peers from her Stanford
class and other Bay Area writ-
ers. She also attended the San
Francisco Writers Conference.

“Tjust tried to kind ofimmerse
myself in opportunities where I
could learn more about the writ-
ing, the creative writing craft,
because I had such a business
writing brain that I needed to tap
into that other side,” Kemp said.

About a year and a half later,
Kemp began working with an
editor - Heather Lazare - and
polishing the text. According to

GARAGE SALE

— Buy early for great Xmas deals! —

In pristine condition-dolls, cut-outs, Xmas decorations &
ornaments, shoes, blouses, kitchenware, antiques.

1278 Miramonte Avenue, Los Altos, CA 94024
Saturday, 11715 9:00 am-1:00 pm
CASH ONLY.

ZANOTTO'S

--- PRESENT THIS AD FOR: ---

Gz A

(408) 212- 492

SUNNYVALE MARKET
~ Family owned since 1976 ~

1356 S Mary Avenue SUNNYVALE

when purchase
$50 or more.

"= DOORDASH # Instacort

Kemp

Lazare,workingwithKempwasa
tulfilling and successful process.

As the pair worked, Laza-
re said what was originally a
strong manuscript only became
stronger, with Kemp’s vision
of her novel becoming sharper.

“My favorite writers to work
with are the ones who, when
you talk to them about their
work, they’re able to engage in
a discussion with it, and not just
go, ‘Oh, I don’t know if that’s
going to work,” Lazare said.
“(Kemp) was so good at say-
ing, ‘Oh, I see that. OK, I see
how I could make that work.”

Eventually, in 2024, Kemp
started pitchinghernovel tosmall
publishers that did not require
an agent. In December 2024, af-

ter a multi-year process, Kemp
received an offer of publication.

“Idecided tojump onthatoffer
and I'm super happy that I did,”
Kemp said. “Here I am now, 10
months later, and the book is of-
ficially in the world, which is just
amazing. I still can’t believe it.”

According to Kemp, “Tread
Lightly” follows a “stay-at-home
mom with a past” who lives
in Silicon Valley with her hus-
band. The protagonist and for-
mer hostage negotiator, Tierney,
moved with the intention to live
a calm, domestic life, but Kemp
said the plot gets complex and
twisty once the dead body of a
lifeguard is found in a local pool.

“Everything she has worked
so hard to overcome in her life,
and the stress of her job, now
threatens to overcome her,”
Kemp said. “(“Tread Lightly’)
is a little bit of a ‘whodunnit’
meets psychological drama.”

When Kemp began the pro-
cess of writing her mystery,
she said she did so with the
intent of creating a well-de-
veloped protagonist and other
equally-intriguing  characters.
Kemp’s novel is told from two
points of view, juxtaposing
two different characters: Tier-
ney and Sutton, a detective.

Given that Kemp grew up in
and raised her childrenin Los Al-

tos, she said the book consciously
and subconsciously draws from
her personal experiences. How-
ever, despite the local tie, Kemp
said the affluent community she
depicted in her novel could be
found throughout the country.

“There are tech centers in At-
lanta and Colorado, and so the
tech element (of ‘“Tread Lightly’)
is a little bit more universal than
a lot of people would realize,”
Kemp said. “But the tech angle
that I take in my story, it’s sort
of this backdrop of a scandal that
did take place in Silicon Valley in
2007. That was my little anchor
for telling the story in this area.”

Kemp said her Los Altos back-
ground largely contributed to
her love of writing. She served as
the editor-in-chief of Mountain
View High’s yearbook, which
was what led her to pursue a ma-
jor in journalism - she wanted
to do something with regard to
writing. And at 55 years old, fol-
lowing her successful career in
technology and time as a stay-at-
home parent, Kemp was able to
further this love through Sibyl-
line Press, Kemp’s publisher that
only works with women over 50.

“Older people, we have a lot
of life experience and we have a
lot of fun things to share,” Kemp

See AUTHOR, Page 16

You can't predict the
future, so plan for it.

Suite 1B

Cynthia A Wemyss, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor

339 S San Antonio Road

Los Altos, CA 94021
650-948-4886
cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com

edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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TIME TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAYS!

Symphony San Jose is delighted to partner
again with New Ballet, presenting
Tchaikovsky's timeless masterpiece at the
majestic California Theatre with
choreography by Dalia Rawson.

December 13, 14, 20, 21, 22, & 23, 2025

The San Jose Nutcracker takes place in San
Jose at the turn of the last century.

This unique production features landmarks of
the era, with dazzling new scenic elements
including a growing replica of the historic San
Jose Light Tower and a skyline of San Jose
inspired by the city in 1905. Costumes for the
first act were inspired by period dolls from the
History San Jose archives and the second act
was inspired by our valley in the last century,
carpeted in orchard blossoms and known as
“The Valley of Heart's Delight.” Swirling
snowflakes, waltzing flowers, and The
Sugarplum Fairy will make this holiday ballet
a new favorite for the entire family!

My Very Foust Nalcracker”

j;:%;@ _Don't miss three magical one-act
K 4 performances specially

»" designed for families with toddlers,
V. preschoolers, and young children!

¥ Tickets range from $25 to 3120 for The Son
Jose Nutcracker and from $20 to $100 for My
Very First Nutcracker . We also offer group
discounts for the purchase of 10 or more
tickets, with a discounted rate of $10 off the
original ticket price. Restrictions apply, please
call our Ticket Office for more information
[408) 286-2600.

www.symphonysanjose.org

/) SYMBHONY SAN JOSE m
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SHOPPING & DINING GUIDE |

Come visit us at

216 Main Street, Los Altos

Across the Street from the Post Office

We welcome our loyal clients and new clients to visit
our new store that’s been sharing whimsy and charm
with the Los Altos community since 1971.

sl n?i
4l

Cranberry Scoop

216 Main Street, Los Altos
(650) 948-2554 » www.theCranberryScoop.com

Special Events

LIVE PIANO MUSIC
Featuring Nancy Lane
November 17™

ITALIAN NIGHTS
Featuring Benito Rossetti
and his accordion
November 21

AE 3
= .y
AN —

FULL-SERVICE BAR, INDOOR & OUTDOOR DINING,

<\ PRIVATE EVENTS / -
"’OQ Book your holiday party today! %‘

Private rooms available up to 60 guests!

LUNCH DINNER
MON, WED-FRI 11AM-2PM  MON-FRI 5PM-9PM
SUNDAY 12PM-3PM SAT&SUN 4PM-9PM

CAFEVITALE.COM
650-559-1500 | 987 Fremont Ave, Los Altos

BK Collections coliEcTians
Gifts & Jewelry Since 1978
342 State Street, Los Altos 650.948.0198

bkcollectionslosaltos.com We Gift Wrap

ROGER

Bar & Restaurant

THURSDAY
BER 27™

-8PM

S AN S
sl
o Ve s £

For all your Celebrations
and ‘Ireats!

HOLIDAY HANDMADE CHOCOLATES
SPECIALTY FOODS
UNIQUE GIFTS
SEASONAL DECOR
& MUCH MORE!

. .. because life is sweet

VISIT US AT OUR NEW LOCATION
334 Main Street, Downtown Los Altos

(650) 941-1110 | GourmetWorksLosAltos.com

Experience the magic of the season like

never before with this dazzling live

performance featuring Symphony San Jose,
Symphony San Jose Chorale, Cantabile Youth
Singers, New Ballet, and guest vocalists
Stephanie Jae Park and Chris Blem.

Join us for an unforgettable experience of
theatrical spectacle, soaring vocals, and the

infectious energy of live performance!

Tickets range from %35 to 3115

I.

MARY FRANCES
JOHNNY WAS
NEW & ESTATE

JEWELRY

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS

(408) 826-9413
11:00-5:00, MON-SAT

146 MAIN STREET, SUITE 100
LOS ALTOS, CA 94022

JEWELRY REPAIRS BY MARK ON
WWW.CHRISTYANDMARKBTQ.COM

WRAP UP HAPPINESS

GIFT A MASSAGE & UNWIND
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

Experience the healing power
of massage in the comfort of
your home, hotel, or office.
Committed to helping you
restore balance to both your
body and mind.

Services are available for private
sessions and social events.
By Appointment Only

831-210-8864
ARTOFMASSAGECA.COM
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Something Adorable for Every Holiday...
& for Every Day

P

THE HOLIDAY
SEASON IS HERE!

}
% TR=RAPY °

SALON

AVEDA

SHOP AND SAVE o
HOLIDAY SALE

November12and 13

25% off products
10% off holiday gift sets

Exclusive gift card specials

Beanie Donation Drive

Bring a new-beanie for a child underoing .,
cancer treatment and receive a
thank you gift fram us.

N *‘ MR
LE PETIT BISTRO

FREMCH RESTAURANT SINCE 1989

Indulge in an exquisite French dining b 8
experience with our chef-driven menu and REY ANNUAL SAVINGS SALE
select wine pairings this holiday season. November 20 to December 3
It’s the perfect time to sparkle, 25% off products
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS celebrate, and treat yourself! (Excludes gift sets)

(650) 964-3321 LET THE MAGIC BEGIN AT Celebrate the season with kindness @

1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View and a moment of self care.

— - t 650 948 5343
CELEBRATING 36 YEARS IN BUSINESS! &QJD
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community

Wagner’s ‘Parsifal’ nears end

By Duanni Hurd

Special to the Town Crier

an Francisco Opera’s new
S production of Richard Wag-

ner’s final opera, “Parsifal,”
opened Oct. 25. Parsifal tells the
story of the Knights of the Holy
Grail, whose ruler, Amfortas, suf-
fers from an unhealable wound.
According to a prophecy, only a
“pure fool” who is enlightened by
compassion can heal the wound.
The opera follows the spiritual
journey of the innocent youth,
Parsifal, as he gradually develops
from an ignorant wanderer into
the compassionate savior the
knights need.

Part sacred ritual, part philo-
sophical meditation, this new
production, directed by Matthew
Ozawa, explores the intersection
of Eastern and Western spiritual
traditions and elevates the themes of
compassion and healing. Recurring
visual motifs incorporating a blend
of Eastern and Western symbolic
themes define this new production
of Parsifal’s unique vision.

A world of sacred geometry
defines the stage design by Robert
Innes Hopkins, illuminated by
lighting designer Yuki Nakase
Link. The sacred drama unfolds

FORUM

From Page 10

would no longer be representa-
tive of the country’s population.
As the make-up of the current
military demonstrates, at least
some of these concerns were
well founded. And, according to
Kennedy, even George Bush ad-
mitted in the middle of the Iraq
War that he would have been im-
peached if we still had the draft.

As a historian, Kennedy
explained, he wasn’t going to
try to predict how the actions
of the current administration
will affect our standing in the
world. However, he admitted
that through his description of
America’s generosity and in-
strumental role in achieving in-
ternational stability during the
post war years, “I've suggested
how I feel about some of the cur-
rent policies.” He also conceded
that the 2024 Supreme Court
ruling on presidential immunity
is “a really worrying decision.”

The Morning Forum of
Los Altos is a lecture series
held at the Los Altos United
Methodist Church. A live-
stream option is available.

To join or for more informa-
tion, visit morningforum.org.

within a triangular vessel of light,
aspace that feels like a temple of
transformation. It starts with a
striking triangular stage design with
an imposing onyx curtain back-
drop featuring a luminous crim-
son, upward-pointing triangle in
clean lines, drawing the audience’s
eyes sharply upward towards the
heavens. Isit the sacred spear that
wounded the Grail King Amfortas?
Scattered red stains on the curtain
are like blood from this wound that
symbolizes the theme of his deep
and unbearable suffering,

Arts & Culture

Throughout the performance,
that triangle becomes a quiet pro-
tagonist of its own: at first a vessel of
ritual order, later fractured by shad-
ows of desire and finally radiating in
calm symmetry as redemption takes
form. The triangle’s inner lighting
acts like a Grail aura; evolving light-
ing of red, white and gold accom-
panies the emotional state of the
drama and traces an inner pilgrim-
age undergoing purification. Red
initially floods the triangular space
in moments of pain, temptation and

suffering. As the opera progresses,
red softens to white as transforma-
tion into purity and awakening,
and eventually to gold, symbolizing
illumination and grace.

In the opera, the character de-
velopment unfolds within the same
sacred geometry. For example,
Kundry, one of the most significant
figures who appears in different
forms throughout the opera — asa
wild, ragged woman delivering a
healing balm to Amfortasin Act1,
a beautiful seductress in Act ITand
arecipient of baptism and redemp-
tion in Act IIT - is often positioned
within or near the triangle in
transforming lights. Kundry’s
journey unfolds within the same
sacred geometry that defines the
Grail knights with the red light
reflecting her past transgression and
shared humanity with Amfortas as
both are wounded and yearning for
peace. Once cursed, but eventu-
ally becoming the vessel of grace,
Kundry is the Grail bearer who
completes the circle of redemption.
The light softens around herina
golden glow, signaling forgiveness,
union and birth of compassion from
suffering.

See WAGNER, Page 17

FELIX TREE

SPECIALIST, INC.
FREE ESTIMATES

.......................... MAURICIO FELIX
License #1029971

Cell: (408) 806-4474

(408) 292-2095 -+ (408) 723-1810

DIANA’S PROFESSIONAL
HOUSECLEANING

Family business with experienced, reliable
and dependable professionals.
Low rates with great Los Altos references.

CALL CRISTINA TODAY!
(408) 806-1415 or (408) 578-5489

License# 447435

N

X ) STARLIGHT
9 . CAREGIVERS

Los Altos-Based Home Care Agency

Enhancing the quality of life for seniors
and peace of mind for their families.

See how we make a difference-
CONTACT US TODAY!

Welcome to Dolly Parton's Imagination Library of Santa Clara County, where we are
inspiring a love of reading in our youngest residents!

Founded by country singer Dolly Parton in 1995

Encourages a passion for reading with children and their caregivers

Provides free, age-appropriate books for children ages 0-5

Enroll your child and join the mission to support childhood literacy. Together, we are
building a stronger community throughout Santa Clara County, one book at a time.

Questions? Contact us at imaginationlibrary@lib.sccgov.org.

ad sponsored by

' LALE

LOS ALTOS LIBRARY

13 S.San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA 94022

650.948.7683 * lamngr@sccl.org
www.sccld.org/losaltos

1k

santa clara

county

libraryaisic
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community

Peninsula Career Collective
coming to State Street Market

Town Crier Report

hose seeking help navigating the current job
market and a community working together

to collaborate and connect are invited to the
Peninsula Career Collective event Nov. 18.

Taking place at Murdoch’s inside State Street Mar-
ket in Los Altos from 5-6 p.m., the event will help
people pursue their career goals and provide a group
that can talk about their experiences and ideas. Those

interested in exploring next career steps, growing in a
role or looking to meet interesting people are invited
to come and form a supportive and relaxed commu-
nity. Trivia Night at State Street Market after at 6:30
p-m. will also provide an opportunity to mingle and
get to know others. Kevin Punzalan, an early Googler
and now leadership coach will be attending to speak
to the community. Punzalan spent 22 years at Google
helping people and teams achieve their goals.

SAINT SIMON SCHOOL

4

SAINT | SIMON

‘ PARISH | SCHOOL

PRESCHOOL TO 8TH GRADE

TWO OPPORTUNITIES TO VISIT AND LEARN

Kindergarten
Readiness Panel

November 6th
7:00pm - 8:00pm
(Parent Education)

Openhouse
November 14th
9:00am-12:00pm

Tours
9:00am-11:30am

NOW ENROLLING FOR 2026-2027

REGISTER AND LEARN MORE

AT STSIMON.SCHOOL/OPENHOUSE
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2021 NATIONAL BLUE
RIBBON SCHOOL

EXEMPLARY HIGH
PERFORMING SCHOOL

lic.#434410625

Insh tenor Emmet Cahill
retumns to Los Altos

By Cathy Kordsmeier

Special to the Town Crier

nternationally acclaimed
IIrish tenor Emmet Cahill

will bring his new solo
show, “A Broadway Christ-
mas,” to St. William Church
in Los Altos Nov. 29. The show
will be a mix of Christmas,
Broadway, Irish and religious
music. He has performed as a
lead singer with Celtic Thun-
der for 15 years and just fin-
ished a 40-city tour with the
band’s new show. Its new al-
bum has received more than 20
million views on Instagram.

Cahill is from Mullingar, Ire-
land, and embodies a passion for
vocal performance. He draws
from over a decade of solo tour-
ing experience and a personal
quest for musical excellence. He
said he likes to perform songs
and hymns that have a story of
humanity in them.

“People want to feel con-
nected to what I am doing with
my songs and stories,” he said. “I
talk about my life in Ireland and
life on tour. I want to see people
going away feeling like they re-
ally know me. I am excited to be

Cahill

returning to Los Altos for the
fourth year in a row. I have had
such a warm welcome here.”

The pre-show, a performance
by the Irish dancers from the
Greene Academy of Irish Step
Dance, starts at noon. The main
show starts at 1 p.m. St. William
Church islocated at 611 South El
Monte Ave. in Los Altos. Tickets
are $45 general admission and
include a champagne reception
afterward in the parish hall and
the opportunity to meet Cahill.
For tickets and more informa-
tion visit EmmetCahill.com.
Tickets are also available at St.
Nicholas Church at 473 Lincoln
Ave., Los Altos.

AUTHOR

From Page 11

said. “Sometimes, it’s harder for
older people, whether youre a
man or a woman, to break into
publishing, because I think
publishers are looking for more
‘career’ authors. So, I really re-
spected the fact that this publish-
er was focusing on that (publish-
ing older authors), and I'm really
happy to be part of their team.”

To publicize her novel,
Kemp attended a book launch
Oct. 24 at Books Inc. in Camp-
bell, which drew over 100 at-
tendees, according to Kemp’s
daughter, Kathryn. The au-
thor said Silicon Valley book
clubs have also been request-
ing her presence, which she,
of course, has been attending.

In the future, aside from
hosting larger “Tread Lightly”
events in December, Kemp is
considering the idea of turning
“Tread Lightly” into a series. As
a standalone written with “series
potential,” Kemp sees an oppor-
tunity for a “link book,” which
takes a non-protagonist from
“Tread Lightly” and expands
on their story. At the moment,
Kemp said she is still exploring

cifREETH KEMP _

@

“Tread Lightly”

her options, thus the presence
of a sequel is to be determined.

“It’s never too late to try
something new, whether or
not you want to be a novelist
or not,” Kemp said. “You just
need to make time for the things
that are important to you. I re-
ally do believe that, and I made
a conscious decision. T'm go-
ing to do this book, and I'm go-
ing to write this mystery, and
somebody’s going to like it.”

To purchase “Tread Light-
ly,” visit Barnes & Noble,
Google Books or amazon.com.



community

Los Altos DAR
celebrates America

By Ann Hepenstal

n celebration of America’s
IZSOth birthday, the Los Al-

tos Chapter, Daughters of the
American Revolution, invites
community members to attend
a free presentation by professor
Michael Wilcox entitled “Los
Altos in 1775-76: What it looked
like, and who lived on this land?”
The talk is Nov. 21 at noon in the
Sequoia Room of the Los Altos
Community Center, 97 Hillview
Ave.

As celebrations begin of Amer-
ica’s 250th birthday, many are re-
minded of events that happened
along the Atlantic seaboard. In
2026, we will celebrate the 250th
anniversary of the Declaration
of Independence and hold com-
memorations remembering events
leading up to America’s indepen-
dence. But what was happening
here in Los Altos in 1775-1776?
What was the area like? Who lived
here? How did these people inter-
act with the communities around
them? Speaker Michael Wilcox
will discuss the people, culture
and activities in the Los Altos area
at that time.

Dr. Michael Wilcox is an Indig-
enous/Native American scholar
(Yuman descent) who has taught
at Stanford University since 2001.
His dissertation, entitled “The
Pueblo Revolt of 1680: Communi-
ties of Resistance, Ethnic Conflict
and Alliance Formation Among
Upper Rio Grande Pueblos,” ar-
ticulates the social consequences
of subordination and explores the
processes of boundary mainte-
nance at both regional and com-
munal levels. During his graduate
studies at Harvard, he was very

involved in strengthening the
Harvard University Native Ameri-
can Program and in designing and
teaching award-winning courses
in Native American Studies. The
author of numerous publications,
Professor Wilcox’s main research
interests include Native Ameri-
can ethnohistory in the American
Southwest; the history of Pueblo
Peoples in New Mexico; Indige-
nous Archaeology; ethnic identity
and conflict; DNA, race and cul-
tural identity in archaeology and
popular culture; and the political
and historical relationships be-
tween Native Americans, anthro-
pologists and archaeologists.

The Los Altos Chapter, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution,
founded in 1950, focuses on edu-
cation, local historic preservation
projects, genealogy research, a
Foothill College scholarship fund,
environmental conservation, ser-
vice to veterans, and other com-
munity projects. The chapter has
planned multiple programs to
celebrate America’s 250th birth-
day in 2026. The National Society
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution is a nonprofit, non-political,
volunteer women’s service orga-
nization dedicated to promoting
patriotism, education, and historic
preservation. Any woman 18 years
or older is eligible to join if she can
prove lineal descent from a sup-
porter of the American Revolution
(through military service, finan-
cial donations such as donativos at
the California presidios, food sup-
ply, government service, or other
support).

Visit  losaltos.californiadar.
orgto learn more. Register at bit.
ly/Nov2IDAR.

WAGNER

From Page 15

Circular staging and concentric
circular set designs are utilized to
emphasize the theme of eternal
cycles of suffering and the journey
toward redemption. This visual
motif reinforces the opera’s central
exploration of sin, spiritual stasis
and the quest for release through
compassion. Characters walk these
labyrinth-like concentric pathsin
ritualistic, circular patterns, repre-
senting the knights of the Holy Grail
being stuckin their cycle of sinand
suffering, Parsifal learning to navi-
gate and eventually disrupting the
cycle and leading the knights toward
renewal, and Kundry breaking her
repeated, cyclical entrances and exits

in the staging embodying spiritual
burden to achieve redemption.

San Francisco Opera’s new
production of Wagner’s “Parsifal”
unfolds not merely as an opera, but
as a spiritual architecture of spec-
tacular sound and light. Conceived
as a synthesis of art, religion and
philosophy, Parsifal invites reflec-
tion on redemption, compassion
and the human condition.

The opera runs through Nov. 13
at the War Memorial Opera House
in San Francisco. For tickets and
more information, visit sfopera.com.

Duanni Hurd is a Town Crier
columnist covering arts, culture
and lifestyle. Find her coverage of
arts and performing arts on Insta-
gram @duanniduanni.

DEPENDABILITY, 58 YEARS IN THE MAKING

SUNNYVALE
FOREIGN

CAR SERVICE| SPECIALIZING IN ACURA, HONDA & HYBRIDS

15 PIONEER WAY
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA

(On the corner of Pioneer & Evelyn)

650-960-6988 e SUNNYVALEFOREIGNCAR.COM

SUBARU | TOYOTA | LEXUS | MAZDA | ACURA | HONDA | VW | MINI

Matt the Mechanic
Columnist for the
Los Altos Town Crier’s
“On the Road” section

BMW | AUDI

PURISSIMA
HILLS v 1050

....... e o 0o 0 0 0 O

WATER DISTRICT

CAREER
OPPORTUNITY

.

General Manager

The Purissima Hills Water District (PHWD ) is seeking an
experienced professional to serve as its General Manager.
For more information and to apply, please visit:

PurissimaWater.org/career

ST NICHOLAS j?- CATHOLIC SCHOOL

| RTINS MO,
3 * " 1 AL AL
i a i 1 3

TK-8TH
GRADE

DV .m&)
AR e Al ST e s o "'\.dﬁ_#

17-acres

Register Here

Our Core Values

Art+Music Room . - .._

l!é

'J- L]
www.StNicholasLAH.com

Outdoor Classroom Library
Tech Lab
STEM Lab

Gymnasium

Extended Care
1 Classroom Per Grade
7 Instructional Aides

O 650-941-4056 © 12816 El Monte Rd, Los Altos Hills
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Stepping Out

What's on this week

o Stanford Symphony Orchestra: A Premiere, An Anniversary and Spanish Favorites,
7:30 p.m. Nov. 14 and 2:30 p.m. Nov. 16. The Stanford Symphony Orchestra presents its 2025
Fall Concert program featuring guitarist Eric Wang (’26), Concerto Competition winner.

General admission tickets are $37. Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford. For tickets
and more information, visit tinyurl.com/SSO-Fall25.

« A Driving Beat, through Nov. 23. This mother-son cross-country road trip set to the teen’s
hip-hop beat is a voyage of discovery, identity, understanding and love.

Ticket prices vary. Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts SecondStage, 500 Castro
St. For tickets and more information, visit tinyurl.com/MVCPA-Driving.

o Shrek the Musical, through Nov. 16. The Peninsula Youth Theatre production tells the
story of an unlikely hero who finds himself on a life-changing journey alongside a wisecracking
donkey and a feisty princess. Tickets are $32. Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts
Main Stage, 500 Castro St. For tickets, visit tinyurl.com/MVCPA-Shrek.

St. Simon Catholic
Church & School

Please check our website for
links to Live Stream Mass
www.stsimon.church

Mass Schedule
Weekday: 6:30 am & 8:30 am
Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos 94024
650-880-1401

NGW

10,0 (0)\\J(®3 & L8] 2704 5 @ First Church of Chrlst Sc:entlst

A Community of Christ Followers Loving,
Learning & Serving Together

Worship 10aAm
~ Join us in person or online ~

www.youtube.com/
@unionpreshyterianchurchlos437

858 University Ave.
www.unionpc.org

(650) 948-4361

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

HMB

401 University Ave,

LOS ALTOS
Sunday Service | Sunday School
10AM-11AM = 10AM-11AM

Wed. Testimony Meeting 7:30PM
~ Call-in Available for Services ~
— READING ROOM 60 Main Street —
Wed 9:30am -12PM « Thur 2PM - 4PM + Sat 9AM-12PM

See website for details and updates
ChristianScienceLosAltos.org

N NN
People Maiter. “Trifh Mafers
P “é.f,.du Our Oy Hiop.

Service

10:45am on Sundays

i 11 625 Magdalena Ave
1 il Los Altos 92024
650 948.5698

Hmoﬂuﬂfw Chﬁﬂmgelwk wiwi:Jacs com

Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D. Stanley, Pastor

St. Nicholas Church
473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos

Mass Schedule
Sat: 8am

Sun: 8 am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French)

M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

St. William Church
611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

Mass Schedule

Sat: 4 pm
Sun:9am, 11 am*, 5 pm
*in-person & livestream

Los Altos Lutheran Church

Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10AM In-Person & Online

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.LosAltosLutheran.org

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012
office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Zoom Link

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS

Join us online or in person
' forworship at 10 am!

Inspirational messages and

great music! Please
\ visit our website
L]

HI A .
"' J at ilclosaltos.com
for more information!

1715 Grant Road, Los Altos
650-967-4906  www.ilclosaltos.com

Christ Episcopal Church

fnspired Worship. Helevant Preaching. Transcendent Music,
Sunday Services In Person

- r
8:00 a.m. Spoken Fucharist "’
10:15 a.m.  1laly Bucharist Service {also via Zhom)} .
itdewre _f.llwsul'rr.fl:n 3I.|.I'|.I.|II'_JJ.' Tl ng 5 r.I".u'l'ng LLARREN ,

104.0 Border Eoad  Los Alros

www.christchurchlosalios.org

SUNDAY SERVICES

10 AM

190 Jordan Avenue,
Los Altos

9 AM & 11:30 AM
1300 Grant Road,
Los Altos

All are welcome
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PA Players’ ‘Annie’
continues run at
Lucie Stern Theater

Town Crier Report

alo Alto Players contin-
P ues its 95th season with

the Broadway classic
“Annie,” which opened last
week and runs through Nowv.
23 at the Lucie Stern Theater.

Based on Harold Gray’s
long-running comic strip, the
musical by Thomas Meehan
includes music by Charles
Strouse and lyrics by Martin
Charnin.

“Annie” has garnered seven
Tony awards, including Best
Musical. It features such well-
known songs such as “Tomor-
row,” “It’s A Hard Knock Life”
and “Maybe.”

The show is a tale of aspira-
tion, resilience and family. De-
termined to find the parents
who abandoned her years ago
on the doorstep of a New York
City orphanage, plucky little
Annie escapes to New York
City for an adventure of a life-
time. While there, she strikes
up an unexpected friendship
with billionaire Oliver War-
bucks.

“‘'m overjoyed to return

PHOTOBY SCOTT LASKY

Annie (Julie Li) and Sandy (Jinkua) star in PA Players’ “Annie.”

‘Annie’ to the Lucie Stern
Theater - a show that cap-
tures the boundless optimism
we all need right now,” Palo
Alto Players Artistic Director
Patrick Klein said in a press
release. “With a spectacular
cast and an incredibly gifted
creative team, this production
shines with heart, humor and
an infectious spirit of hope and
possibility - the perfect way to
kick off the holiday season.”

Joey Dippel directs and
choreographs the production,
which features a cast of 26 ac-
tors and a dog. Pamela Serano
provides vocal direction. Ju-
lie Li plays the title role and
Joey McDaniel portrays Oliver
Warbucks.

Remaining performances
are scheduled 7:30 p.m. Fri-
days, 2 and/or 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urdays and 2 p.m. Sundays
at Lucie Stern Theater, 1305
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.

The show is recommended
for ages 4 and up; children
under age 3 will not be ad-
mitted. For tickets ($20-$63),
call (650) 329-0891 or visit
paplayers.org.

Don’t miss out on the local scoop.
Subscribe to the Town Crier!
(650) 948-9000
losaltosonline.com



Schools

Cuts expected at Cuper

o

By Giuseppe Ricapito
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.com

uts are expected at
the Cupertino Union
School District in order

to lift the district out of its fi-
nancial doldrums.

The board of trustees heard a
presentation at a meeting on Oct.
30 regarding the district’s deficit
spending and the plan to make
cuts in middle school electives,
transitional kindergarten hours
and high-paid employees to make
up about $8 million in deficit
spending.

“This really is a roadmap to
restore our fiscal solvency,” said
Stacy Yao, superintendent.

The Cupertino School Dis-
trict includes 17 elementary
schools and five middle schools
for grades TK-8; they include
Montclaire Elementary School in
Los Altos and Cupertino Middle
School in Sunnyvale, which has
students from Los Altos.

The district has been mired
in deficit spending and estimates
this year about $248 million in
revenues. Expenditures are esti-
mated at about $259 million.

The primary cuts to middle
school electives, to the transi-

tional kindergarten program and
an increase in early retirements
are intended to bring the district
back into fiscal solvency.

The board has not taken action
on the plan at this time. It plans
to return on Nov. 13 to continue
discussion of the plan and may
vote on the institution of these
changes as early as its meeting on
Nov. 20. The district spends about
$9,000 per student in the TK
group. It serves 720 students, has
36 teachers and has a total cost of
about $6.48 million.

The board is considering cut-
ting TK to a half-day class, a
savings of about $2.59 million.
Other options include a full-day
TK class which would be capped
at 360 students, resulting in a sav-
ing of $3.24 million, and a split-
day with classes either in the
morning or the evening, result-
ing in $2.56 million in savings.

Sara Brown, the district’s di-
rector of instruction, said one of
the plans would be to give sev-
enth and eighth grade students
the option of taking a second
elective. Sixth grade students
would only take one elective. It
would result in a decrease of 18
full-time middle school staff and

about $2.1 million in savings. She
also posed an option regarding
changes in start times and taking
electives which would result in
less savings.

“This has really been a mul-
tiple year journey,” she said.

The district is also proposing
early retirement as a method of

tinO uUnion School District

cost savings. If 475 eligible em-
ployees retire across all the em-
ployee groups by June 30, 2026, it
would amount to $1.1 million in
savings.

Mike  Ghelber, associate
superintendent of human re-
sources, said the savings would
amount from accelerating the

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROBERT SLATE
Cuts at the Cupertino Union School District could impact Montclaire Elementary School.

rate of natural retirement attri-
tion, replacing some departing
employees with lower salaried
employees and eliminating high-
er salaried employees to reduce
the number of positions needed
to achieve savings.

“It’s over a $5 million dollar
savings over five years,” he said.

Los Altos, Mountain View educators honored at county ceremony

By Giuseppe Ricapito

Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.com

iz Parry of the Mountain View

Whisman School District and

Diane Sasaki of the Los Altos
School District were among 30 teach-
ers honored at an annual Santa Clara
County Office of Education gala on
Oct. 27.

More than 300 people attended the
Santa Clara County Teacher Recognition
Celebration in San Jose for the event’s
50th anniversary, according to a county
education press release.

“Each teacher recognized at the cel-
ebration made one thing very clear, they
care for their students and for their well-
being as humans,” said Dr. David M. Tos-
ton, senior county superintendent. “They
all emphasized that the connections
made with students are how they make
learning engaging and meaningful.”

The winners are selected by district
administrators for their unique educa-
tional efforts and accolades.

Parry, a fifth-grade teacher at Landels
Elementary School, said in a phone inter-
view that she had been an educator for

20 years at Landels Elementary, teaching
first, third and fifth grades. She taught for
six years previously in the U.K.

“It was an honor to be recognized and
it’s a reflection on how much work I've
done as a teacher, but also the amount of
work that’s required to be a teacher,” she
said.

The ceremony also featured recorded
interviews with the teachers in their
classroom settings.

Sasaki, a special education teacher
at Blach Junior High, is seen conversing
with a classroom filled with students.
She said her most memorable classroom
moment was inspiring a student who at
first didn’t enjoy science. Sasaki said she
worked to make the subject more acces-
sible and enjoyable, and eventually the
student not only embraced the work, but
even imagined a career in it.

“I think it’s for all my students, but it’s
that moment where you see them strug-
gling - then that lightbulb goes on and
there’s that ‘aha’ moment,” she said in the
recording.

In Parry’s featured clip, she acknowl-
edges that it’s “tricky” to engage students

COURTESY OF THE SANTA CLARA COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION
Landels Elementary School teacher Liz Parry, above, was recently one of 30
teachers honored at a recent Santa Clara County Office of Education gala.

in complicated content like William
Shakespeare.

“Ihope they remember my enthusiasm
and excitement for teaching,” Parry said.
“I hope they remember that they were See TEACHERS, Page 20
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able to take risks in my classroom and
that they had fun doing something new.”
Jeffrey Baier, superintendent of the
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TEACHERS

From Page 19

Mountain  View  Whisman
School District, said in an email
that Parry had made a commit-
ment to joyful and innovative
learning.

“Ms. Parry takes thoughtful
risks in her instruction and be-
cause of that courage, her stu-
dents don’t just learn; they dis-
cover,” he said. “Her enthusiasm
is contagious, and she creates
an environment where curios-
ity thrives and children feel in-
spired to try something new.”

Sandra McGonagle, superin-
tendent of the Los Altos School
District, said Sasaki was caring,
collaborative, flexible and an ex-
ceptional teacher.

“She builds trusting relation-
ships with students and parents,
goes above and beyond in her
preparation for her classes, in-

formally mentors new teachers
and is active in creating an in-
clusive and welcoming culture
for students and teachers at the
Blach campus,” McGonagle
said.

The first teacher recognition
celebration was held in 1970 and
founded by Frank and Pauline
Lowe, San Jose residents who
felt teachers deserved more rec-
ognition.

According to the county
education website, the first cer-
emony even featured a keepsake
program with official commen-
dations.

“The shaping of young lives
and the building of responsible
citizens by our educational
system depend upon the inter-
est and abilities of those who
have dedicated themselves to

the teaching profession,” wrote
then-Governor Ronald Reagan
in the award pamphlet.

Get to the
heart (9§
learning.

Lower Campus
GRADES K-2

Middle Campus
GRADES 3-6

Saturday, November 15, 2025

2:00 AM - 1:00 AM

Pinewood School
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COURTESY OF THE SANTA CLARA COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION

Diane Sasaki, a special education teacher at Blach Junior High, has been recognized by the Santa
Clara County Office of Education for her work in caring for her students.

Call for Applications
El Camino Health Governance
Committee Member

EL CAMINO HOSPITAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS is seeking
individual(s) interested in serving as a member of its
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE. El Camino Health is an
Integrated Health Delivery System which serves the
residents / workers of Silicon Valley and Santa Clara
County. El Camino Health has received a number of
awards for top-level quality and patient experience.

We welcome diverse applicants who bring a range of
perspectives and experiences to help advise the Board
in matters related to governance, board development,
board effectiveness, and board composition. Committed
candidates should have demonstrated strategic
effectiveness in the areas of board governance,
organizational leadership, and healthcare executive
leadership.

This is a volunteer, unpaid Committee member role.
Candidates from the local community in and around
Santa Clara County would be appropriate.

Interested candidates, please fill out candidate

questionnaire and submit your resume. Scan to
submit online:

Submissions due by November 21, 2025 E ] E
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€) El Camino Health®



Sports

Mitty overwhelms St. Francis in CCS Open final

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

he combined might
I of Archbishop Mitty,
led by outside hitters
Makenna Crosson and Chayse
Courtney, proved too much
for St. Francis in a CCS Open
championship sweep Saturday.
The outside hitting duo for
the Monarchs forced constant
defensive rotations from the
Lancers and showed why the
Monarchs (31-3) went unde-
feated in league and CCS play-
off play.

“To stop them, you have
to be doing something really
right, and if not, theyre going
to put the ball away,” St. Fran-
cis coach Lake Merchen said
of the pair. “I think they put a
lot of pressure on other teams
to be perfect, because if youre
not perfect, youre going to get
punished for it.”

St. Francis (19-11) did not
back down from the challenge
despite the circumstances,
blocking incredibly well and

serving tough. Merchen was
happy with much of what the
Lancers did throughout the
game, particularly given that
the young team started several
underclassmen.

“I think for where we have
been during the season and
where we are today, I think it’s
a significant improvement to
be putting ourselves in a posi-
tion where we feel like we can
legitimately win that match,”
Merchen said.

Outside hitter Josie Dan-
iel, a freshman for St. Francis,
agreed, noting the team played
hard and did its best.

“They’ve been a consistently
good team throughout the sea-
son, and we gave it our all, and
I'm proud of what our team
did,” Daniel said.

Although Mitty won 3-0
(25-19, 25-18 and 25-17), St.
Francis kept it close in the first
two sets until late, down 22-19
in the first and 19-18 in the sec-
ond set. However, Mitty took
control when it mattered the

most with a 3-0 run at the end
of the first and a 6-0 run in the
second to take both sets and
momentum in the game.

“You can play great vol-
leyball for basically the entire
match, and it always comes
down to a couple of points,”
Merchen said. “There were
some opportunities that we
had to be a little bit tougher at
the end of sets, but I think we
were right there, trying to do
the right thing and execute,
and they did a good job putting
pressure on.”

The game was a rematch of
the 2023 CCS Open Division
final, which Mitty won 3-1,
while St. Francis was the de-
fending champion after beat-
ing St. Ignatius in last year’s
final, 3-1. The Lancers have
made the CCS Open Division
final the last four years under
Merchen, setting a standard
and consistency he hopes the
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younger players will continue

ALAN HWANG/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

St. Francis’ Josie Daniel during the CCS Open Division champi-

See VOLLEYBALL, Page 23

onship game Saturday, which Archbishop Mitty won 3-0.

Local teen golfers make PGA Junior League nationals

By Lara Leon

Town Crier Editorial Intern

Two youth golf teams with lo-
cal players qualified for their
respective PGA Junior League
national championship tournaments
this fall.

The Milpitas-based Bayview Elite
Yard 17U All-Stars, featuring three Los
Altos High students, placed fifth at the
national event held Oct. 23-25 at Twin
Warriors Golf Club in New Mexico. Lo-
cal players included senior Jack Wang,
junior Oscar Seem and freshman Alan
Tang.

The Daly City-based Lake Merced
13U All-Stars, including Los Altos
eighth-grader Colin MacDonald (Cu-
pertino Middle School), are headed to
the national tourney later this month;
the event is set for Nov. 16-20 at Fields
Ranch West in Frisco, Texas.

The Bay Area teams made it to their
national events by winning their re-
spective PGA Junior League Regional
tournaments Sept. 5-7 in Palm Desert.
The Lake Merced All-Stars did so by
edging a squad from San Diego on a tie-
breaker (better score the previous day).

The Bayview Elite Yard 17U All-
Stars, guided by Bayview Golf Club
head coach Jacob Malone, took the lead

Members of the Bayview Elite Yard 17U All-Stars, from left, Grace Gao, Sunny
Wang, Tiffany Chang, Annie Lu, coach Jacob Malone, PGA Associate Jack Wang,

Jason Lee, Alan Tang and Oscar Seem.

the first day and never relinquished it.

“We posted a really good score and I
think we went into first place after the
first half of the first day,” Malone said.
“By the end of the day, we were in first
place by five (points).”

Like Lake Merced, Bayview Elite
Yard had to defeat teams from not only
California, but also Hawaii, Arizona
and Nevada to advance.

The competition only got tougher
at the national level for Bayview Elite

COURTESY OF BAYVIEW ELITE YARD

Yard.

“Some teams, like Texas, are
coached by a former Masters champion
and have access to three golf courses,”
Seem said. “Just the fact that a golf
course from Milpitas can compete with
some of the best golfers in the country
says a lot about our team.”

Seem added that his team’s second-
day loss to Texas’s 17U team ended their
championship hopes. Although the
team didn’t bring home the first-place
trophy, Seem was proud of how Bay-
view Elite Yard performed throughout
the competition.

“Even though, on paper, we got fifth
place, I would still say it was successful
because this is actually the best finish
California has ever had,” Seem said.

Now, it’s Lake Merced’s turn to go
after a national title. The team demon-
strated its own combination of skill and
teamwork leading to its success at the
regional, MacDonald said.

“Even if some of us are really good
individually, working well together
is what made the difference,” he said.
“Some putts didn’t drop, and it was
nerve-wracking, but my partner and I
stayed calm and encouraged each other.

See GOLF, Page 23

November 12, 2025 | Los Altos Town Crier | Page 21



'l S g A
/{\\IJ \1 \}/ gt

9ond Annua[

L&Y

Kick oﬁ your ho[iday shopp'mg and
enjoy an evening of ﬁ,m and music
In our unique downtown!

N

Fviday, November 14th, 5-9 PM
Downtown Los Altos

Festive Music = Shopp'mg * Spark['mg Lights

7
(e, Ol

Presented by the Los Altos Village Association | 650.949.5282 | downtownlosaltos.org

-3 N ».\\ \
// 4:1*/ /

SUPPORTING
DOWNTOWN

sports

Prep Sports
summary

Football

The Mountain View
football team beat Los Al-
tos 35-7 in the season finale
for both teams. Mountain
View went up early, leading
28-7 at halftime. Mountain
View and Los Altos finish the
season 3-7 overall.

St. Francis emerged over
Valley Christian 35-28 in
its last regular season game
of the season. St. Francis
(5-5) finished third in
WCAL league play at 5-2 and
will be in the CCS Open/Di-
vision I playoff bracket as the
No. 6 seed. St. Francis will vis-
it No. 3 seed Los Gatos Friday
at7 p.m.

Boys water polo

The No. 6 seed St. Francis
boys water polo team took
down No. 3 seed Valley Chris-
tian 15-11 in the CCS Open
quarterfinals Saturday, ad-
vancing on to the semifinals
against Menlo School.

Los Altos lost to Menlo
Schoolin the CCS Open quar-
terfinals Saturday 11-10. No. 7
seed Los Altos (19-9) hosted
the game against No. 2 seed
Menlo (20-6).

Girls water polo

The Los Altos girls water
polo team beat Aragon 16-3

in the opening round of the
CCS Division I playoffs. No.
1 seed Los Altos will play
No. 5 seed Leigh at 5:30 p.m.
today at the Sacred Heart
Prep campus.

St. Francis lost to Soquel
20-3 in the CCS Open quar-
terfinals.

Flag footbhall

The Los Altos flag foot-
ball team lost 30-6 against
No. 1 seed Menlo in the
CCS Open Division playoff
quarterfinals Nov. 3. The
No. 8 seed Eagles (14-9)
were participating in the f
irst ever CCS playoffs for
flag football.

St. Francis won the
CCS Division I champion-
ship 13-6 over No. 1 seed
Branham Saturday. No. 3
seed St. Francis Dbeat
Santa Clara and Aragon to
reach the finals.

Field hockey

The No. 1 seed Los Altos
field hockey team lost 2-1
to No. 4 seed Valley Chris-
tian in the CCS Division II
playoff semifinals Saturday.
Los Altos made the semifinals
by beating No. 8 seed Mon-
terey 5-1.

St. Francis beat No. 1 seed
St. Ignatius 1-0 in the semi-
finals of the CCS Division I
playoffs Saturday. No. 4 seed
St. Francis will now play No.
2 seed Los Gatos in the finals
today at 4 p.m.

To pitch an idea for the Sports section or to
comment on its content, email section editor
Curtis Driscoll at curtisd@latc.com.
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VOLLEYBALL

From Page 21

in future years.

“For our younger players,
it’s great for them to see that
they can continue to get to that
level, even if it wasn’t a smooth
ride,” Merchen said. “Our sea-
son was very up and down, a
lot of injuries, a lot of learning,
a lot of change. I think it was
a grind to get to this point, so
for the younger kids, it’s great.
They expect to have to work
hard.”

The path to the finals saw St.
Francis beat Los Altos at home

and away to No. 2 seed St. Ig-
natius, a small surprise after
losing to St. Ignatius twice
during the regular season.

“If you look at where we
started this year versus where
we are now, we look like a
completely different team,”
Merchen said.

St. Francis will now play in
the CIF State Open Division
volleyball playoffs. St. Fran-
cis is the No. 6 seed and opens
on the road against No. 3 seed
Rocklin Nov. 12 at 6 p.m. Arch-
bishop Mitty is the No. 1 seed
in the Open Division and hosts

GOLF

From Page 21

We ended up making critical
shots when it mattered.”

Jeff Allen, Lake Merced’s
assistant coach, recalled the
dramatic finish that earned
the team a spot in the national
tourney.

“I was in shock when I first
heard we’d advanced,” he
said. “The Lake Merced team
stayed composed the entire
time and just played their
game.”

Looking ahead, MacDon-
ald said the team is focused on
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Redwood Nov. 12 at 6 p.m.

COURTESY OF BAYVIEW ELITE YARD
Members of the Daly City-based Lake Merced 13U All-Stars,
from left, coach Jeff Allen, Jay Hsu, Inho Park, Ryder Lin, Colin
MacDonald, Isabelle Duan, Hazel Hooper, Isabella Zhou, Myla
Havarangsi and assistant coach Brian Hooper. The group are
headed to Frisco, Texas for a national tournament Nov. 16-20.

preparing for nationals.

“I'm trying to win, but also
have as much fun as I can,”
MacDonald said. “It’s almost
high school, and I want to en-
joy the tournament.”

Become a Town Crier paid subscriber.
Visit losaltosonline.com and click on the “Subscribe”
button.

WORLD ACCLAIMED IRISH TENOR

EMMET CAHILL

Assess Your Flood Risk and Flood Insurance Availability

In the City of Los Altos, stormwater runoff is conveyed naturally or through the City’s stormwater system
to the Adobe, Permanente, Stevens or Hale Creek. While the occurrence of flooding is infrequent,
knowing your flood risk, being prepared, and protecting your property well ahead of large storm events
can reduce your exposure to flood damage.

About 400 properties in Los Altos are located within a Federal Emergency Management Agency
designated Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA). Areas within the SFHA are likely to flood during a 100-
year storm event or have a 1% annual chance of flooding. Even if not within the SFHA, your property
could still flood. You can review flood maps available at the Planning Division counter at City Hall, the
Reference Desk of the Los Altos Main Public Library or on the internet at https://msc.fema.gov/portal.

A BROADWAY
CHRISTMAS

To obtain federally secured financing to buy, build, or improve structures within a SFHA, you are
required to have flood insurance as required by federal law. Additionally, flood insurance is available
to all property owners, businesses, and renters regardless of whether the property is within a SFHA and
whether the property is backed by a federally secured loan. Flood insurance may be purchased through
the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The City of Los Altos participates in the Community
Rating System and because of the City’s accredited activities, property owners receive reductions on
flood insurance premiums.
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Information about flood insurance can be obtained from private insurance agents, or by contacting the
National Flood Insurance Program customer service line at 1-800-427-4661 or www.floodsmart.gov.

SAINT WILLIAM
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Los Altos, CA

=

Be aware that development within a SFHA requires compliance with certain building performance
standards of the NFIP. Specific standards are included in Chapter 12.60 Floodplain Management of
the Municipal Code and relevant building codes. Additional guidance in the implementation of the
standards is provided by the City’s Planning and Building Divisions. Property owners can obtain
copies of Elevation Certificates of recently constructed buildings in the SFHA from the City. Elevation
certificates can provide elevation information necessary to ensure compliance with community
floodplain management ordinances and to inform the proper insurance premium. Property owners can
also work with a Licensed Land Surveyor or Civil Engineer to obtain a new Elevation Certificate.

General information about flood preparedness and protection resources, signing up for emergency alerts
and specific storm events can be done through the Valley Water website at https://www.valleywater.org/
floodready

SAT, NOVEMBER 29

PRE-SHOW MEET AND GREET - 12pMm
SHOW - 1pM

Los Altos floodplain management and storm drain maintenance contact information:

« Floodplain Management webpage: https://www.losaltosca.gov/422/Floodplain-Management-
Information or call the Planning Division at 650-947-2750

« Storm drain maintenance & flooding, Street Maintenance 650-947-2785 or 650-947-2770 (after hours)

« Flood emergencies, Police and Fire Departments, during emergencies, dial 911

Tickets $45
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100 and counting - Longtime Los Altos
resident celebrates the century mark

Town Crier Staff Report

lizabeth “Betsy”
Reeves, a resident of
Los Altos since 1958,

now living at a senior residence
in Santa Cruz, crossed the cen-
tury mark Oct. 22. Reeves cel-
ebrated her big birthday with
family, including granddaugh-
ters visiting from Los Angeles.

Born in Berkeley, she gradu-
ated from UC Berkeley and
notes that her grandfather was
among Cal’s first graduating
classin 1873.

Reeves’ husband A. Robert
DeHart was the founding presi-
dent at De Anza College in 1967
until 1992; he died in 1993.

The couple had three sons,
Dave, Rob, and Don - who
grew up in Los Altos - and five
grandchildren.

Reeves had a long career as
a schoolteacher in the Sunny-

vale School District and is still
“smart as a whip,” according to

son Rob DeHart.
DeHart said she also had
many  hobbies, including

bridge and a book club/swap,
and was an avid walker un-
til her early 90s. She also co-
founded the Grant Park senior
center.

Asked if she ever passed
along her tips for successful ag-
ing, DeHart said she advised
to “keep meeting new people”
- especially younger people
since at her age, most friends
in her generation have passed.
Some of those younger Los
Altos friends still come to visit
her in Santa Cruz.

DeHart’s wife Kathleen
added that another thing
Reeves recommended was
to “always be curious,” about
everything from politics to
nature.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ROB DEHART

Above, longtime Los Altos resident Elizabeth
“Betsy” Reeves in days past. Left, Reeves cele-
brates her 100th birthday Oct. 22. Reeves has been
aresident of Los Altos since 1958 and now lives at
a senior residence in Santa Cruz.

Portabhility of the federal gift and estate tax exemption — Not just for modest estates

By Jean Kohler and Victoria
aempf

n July, we reported that the One
I Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA),

enacted earlier this year, includes
a permanent and expanded increase
to the federal unified lifetime gift and
estate tax exemption. This exemption
represents the amount an individual
may give away during their lifetime
or pass on at death — or a combina-
tion of the two — without incurring
federal gift or estate taxes. As a result
of the OBBBA, starting Jan. 1, 2026,
the exemption will rise from the
current $13,990,000 per person to
$15,000,000 per person.

Without this new law, the exemp-
tion would have been cut in half (to
about $7.5 million per person). This
increase gives married couples —
even those with significant assets - a
chance to simplify older estate plans
that relied on complicated structures
designed to avoid estate taxes. A key
to that simplification is known as
“portability.”

What is portability?

Estate Planning

“Portability” refers to a federal tax
rule that allows a surviving spouse
to “inherit” the unused portion of
their deceased spouse’s estate tax
exemption. This means the surviv-
ing spouse can apply both their own
exemption and the unused amount
from their deceased spouse, effec-
tively doubling the amount they can
pass on gift and estate tax-free. To
take advantage of portability, how-
ever, a federal estate tax return must
be filed, even if one is not otherwise
required.

How we got here

Before 2011, using a deceased
spouse’s estate tax exemption
required setting up a special kind
of irrevocable trust - often called
a Bypass Trust, B Trust or Credit
Shelter Trust - at the first spouse’s
death. When portability was intro-
duced in 2011, this extra step became
unnecessary for many families. At

that time, the estate tax exemption
was $5 million per person, so porta-
bility allowed married couples with
up to $10 million in combined assets
to simplify their plans and avoid the
complications of an irrevocable trust.
Now, with the exemption permanent-
ly increased to $15 million per person
(and indexed for inflation starting in
2027), even very wealthy couple can
use portability as a simpler planning
tool. Beginning in 2026, a married
couple can pass up to $30 million to
heirs or other beneficiaries without
paying federal estate taxes — simply
by electing portability.

Here are examples of when an ir-
revocable trust is still beneficial:

» Generation-Skipping Transfer
(GST) Tax: The GST exemption
cannot be ported by a surviving
spouse. If it’s not used in an
irrevocable trust after the first
spouse’s death, it’s lost.

o Creditor Protection: Assets left
outright to a surviving spouse can
be vulnerable to creditors, whereas
assets held in an irrevocable trust

generally enjoy stronger protection.

o Appreciation: The amount of
exemption transferred through
portability is frozen at the level in
effect when the first spouse dies. If
the surviving spouse’s estate grows
faster than the exemption, estate
tax may be due on the survivor’s
death. By comparison, if the assets
of a deceased spouse are held in an
irrevocable trust, those assets and
all appreciation on those assets will
be shielded from estate tax on the
survivor’s death.

» Remarriage: If a surviving spouse
remarries and outlives their new
spouse, they lose the first spouse’s
ported exemption. If the first
spouse’s exemption were instead
held in an irrevocable trust, no such
forfeiture would occur.

» Control: Without the irrevocable
trust, the surviving spouse controls
all inherited assets and could
alter the estate plan, potentially
disinheriting the deceased spouse’s
biological children in favor of the

See Exemptions, Page 27
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Out and about - Local events for seniors (and one for all ages)

Los Altos Adult 50+ Program Luncheons

The Adult 50+ Program hosts monthly no-cost
lunches funded by the city to serve local area
adults age 50 and older. Advanced registration is
required as seats and food are limited. Register
online by navigating to the Adult 50+ Program
section of the CivicRec online catalog at tinyurl.
com/LAParksRec or call (650) 947-2797.

e 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 19,
Los Altos Community Center, 97 Hillview Ave.,
Grand Oak Room

After-lunch activities, noon to 1:45 p.m.: Thank-
ful Fun & Games

e 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 10,
Grant Park Community Center, 1575 Holt Ave.,
Multipurpose Room

After-lunch activities, Noon to 1:45 p.m.: Winter
Holiday Fun & Games
Events at the Mountain View Senior Center

The following events are scheduled at the Moun-

tain View Senior Center, 266 Escuela Ave. To
sign-up for an upcoming workshop, call the Senior
Center at (650) 903-6330, stop by the front desk or
email senior.center@mountainview.gov. Signing
up in advance will allow the center to contact you
if there is a program change. All workshops will be
held in the Social Hall unless stated otherwise.

o Medicare’s annual enrollment period and
updates for 2026, 1 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 13. Join
HICAP for an informative session designed for
Santa Clara County residents looking to under-
stand changes to Medicare cost and coverage for
2026. Learn how updates may affect your pre-
miums, deductibles and coverage. HICAP offers
unbiased guidance to help you make informed
decisions about your Medicare options. 55+ wel-
come.

* Blood pressure management tips for seniors, 1
p-m. Thursday, Nov. 20. Managing blood pressure
is crucial as we get older. Join the Program of All-

Inclusive Care for the Elderly for tips on how to
manage your blood pressure. Free blood pressure
checks will be provided. 55+ welcome.

o Holiday Bazaar, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 22

Visit Mountain View Senior Center’s festive
annual Holiday Bazaar for handmade creations
from more than 40 vendors. Items include jewelry,
ceramics, knitwear, wood carvings and more. In
addition to shopping opportunities, the day fea-
tures live local entertainment, kids’ crafts and a
raffle. Live entertainment starts at 10:45 a.m. with
The Peninsulaires Chorus; Stanford Musical The-
ater performs at 11:45 a.m.; Izzy and the Dyzzy
Lyzards play at 12:45 p.m.; and Mountain View
Los Altos (MVLA) Adult School Chorus sing at
1:45 p.m.

All ages are welcome to attend this free event.
For more information, call (650) 903-6330 or
visit MountainView.gov/HolidayBazaar.

/ BRIDGEPOINT

\

AT LOS ALTOS

A KISCO LIFESTYLE COMMUNITY

BridgePoint at Los Altos -

where the holidays feel like home.

SCAN QR OR CALL TO LEARN MORE

650.482.8439

Get some shopping done
at the Holiday Bazaar

Find an array of handmade
crafts and live entertainment
at the Mountain View Senior
Center’s Holiday Bazaar,

set for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 22.

Nestled in a lush, garden-like setting near

downtown Los Altos, our senior living The only mortuary in Los Altos and Mountain View. Serving the community for 90 years. ‘

Burial | Cremation | Memorial Services | Celebration of Life

community offers chef-prepared holiday

meals, festive gatherings, and personalized LOS ALTOS

399 S. San Antonio Rd.

MOUNTAIN VIEW
799 Castro St.
(650) 967-5546

FD #579

SUNNYVALE
174 N. Sunnyvale Ave.

(408) 736-6294
FD #910

care—all in a place that feels like home.

(650) 948-6619

FD #927

SPANGLERMORTUARY.COM

[CSoL ) ‘ ©@ © 1174 LOS ALTOS AVE,, LOS ALTOS, CA 94022 | LIFEATBRIDGEPOINT.COM | LIC. #435200989
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Senior Lifestyles

EXEMPTIONS

From Page 25

surviving spouse’s children or new spouse.

The irrevocable trust ensures the deceased
spouse’s wishes are preserved.

» Non-Citizen Spouses: Portability is not
available if the surviving spouse is neither a
U.S. resident nor a U.S. citizen. In that case,
an irrevocable trust is the only way to utilize
the deceased spouse’s exemption. Even in
cases where one spouse is a non-citizen
resident and portability is available, complex
trust structures using irrevocable trusts are
often needed to fully avoid estate tax.

There’s no one-size-fits-all solution in
estate planning. Every family’s goals, values
and financial picture are unique. However,
with the new higher exemption, even those
with sizable estates may benefit from revisit-
ing older, more complex plans. If you were
previously advised that your estate was “too
large” for a simpler plan, it may be worth
another conversation with your financial or
legal advisors. Portability is no longer a tool
reserved for modest estates (by Bay Area
standards) - it’s now a practical option for
many more families in our community.

Jean M. Kohler, Esq. and Victoria Kaempf, Esq.
are attorneys-at-law with the Kohler Legacy Law

A final word

Group, PC, in Los Altos. For more information,
call (650) 475-0209 or visit kohlerlegacylaw.com.

Marc Berman'’s Senior Scam Stopper
Seminar is now available for viewing

Town Crier Report

ssemblymember Marc
Berman (D-Menlo
Park) hosted his an-

nual Senior Scam Stopper
Seminar Oct. 28 to educate his
constituents to help prevent
them from falling victim to
ever-evolving scams.

“The world has changed a
lot since I first hosted my first
Senior Scam Stopper Semi-
nar seven years ago, and so
have the strategies that bad
actors use to scam people out
of their hard-earned money,”
Berman said in a press release.
“Whether it is someone show-
ing up at your door offering to
fix your house, or AI generat-
ed phone calls meant to sound
like a grandchild in distress
who needs money, it is more
critical than ever that we be
constantly vigilant and skep-
tical. Scams can upend peo-

ple’s lives, so no matter your
age, it is important to have
the knowledge and awareness
to protect yourself and your
loved ones.”

In 2023, the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) reported
that seniors lost more than
$1.9 billion to fraud, according
to the press release. However,
as the vast majority of fraud
goes unreported, the FTC es-
timates that the total amount
lost could be as high as $61.5
billion.

“Seniors are the largest
population targeted for scams,
and we’ve learned that it’s be-
cause many times seniors may
have money accumulated - in
their homes, their life insur-
ance or retirement savings -
and believe it or not there are
people in the world that want
to steal a piece of our hard-
earned savings,” said the Cali-

VILLA SIENA

SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY g

INDEPENDENT LIVING, ASSISTED LIVING,
AND SKILLED NURSING CARE

Top Ratings from:

Centers of Medicare & Medicaid
City Beat News Customer Satisfaction Report
US News & World Report — Best Nursing Homes
+ Studio and One Bedroom Units
++ Beautiful Landscaping
“+Compassionate Care

We provide a serene atmosphere
where residents can enjoy their golden
years and maintain their dignity.

Licensed by the CA. Dept. of Health Services #220000432 and CA Dept of Social Services #430708114 ¢ Sponsored by the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul

To schedule a tour please call: 650-961-6484
1855 Miramonte Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040

fornia Department of Insur-
ance’s Lisa Strange.

More than 750 constitu-
ents signed up for the virtual
seminar, during which a panel
of experts at various relevant
state agencies and depart-
ments provided resources and
information on common on-
line scams, real estate fraud
and understanding privacy
rights.

The panel included repre-
sentatives from the Contrac-
tors State Licensing Board,
the California Department of
Insurance, the Department
of Financial Protection and
Innovation, the Department
of Real Estate, the Bureau of
Household Goods and Servic-
es and CalPrivacy.

A recorded video of the
seminar is available at tinyurl.
com/BermanSeniorScam-
Stopper.

www.villa-siena.org

Do you need to
have a Legal or
Public Notice
published?

Then look no further than the Los Altos Town Crier.

The Town Crier's unmatched service can take
care of your Fictitious Business Name Statement,
Notice of Probate, Name Change and much more.

For more information,
contact Melissa at

(650) 397-5208,
or email:
legals@latc.com

SUhscrihe t.o fScana%ijcode\
the Town crler! subscribe

The Town Crier is more than just a
newspapet; it's a community asset.

From school sports to town council
meetings, the Town Crier keeps you
informed. - J

¥ os ltog Toton Criet

138 Main Street, Los Altos
650.948.9000 - losaltosonline.com
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Puzzles Page

Town Crier Crossword

By Myles Mellor
Across 35. Scientist locale 23. Cosmetic additive
1. Coffee island 36. Listening device 24. Store section
5. Scheme 38. Bear-like 25. Porgy’s woman

9. __ Beta Kappa
12. Iridescent stone

42. Concerning finance
45. Party giver

26. Jazz singer ___ James
27. Distribute, 2 words

13. Spanish stew pot 47. ___ de toilette 28. Renaissance painter
14. Blood system 48. Field for an engr., abbr. 29. Messy people

15. Beauties 49. Bismarck’s first name 31. Stodgy

16. Dodgers great who 50. World time zone, abbr. 33. Floodgate

was the first African 51. Hunted animal 37. Runaway

American to play in the 52. Notebooks 39. Pancake maker

MLB 40. __ care in the world,
18. Annual Halloween Down 2 words

Town Crier Tradition, Easy exercise 41. Tavern sign

goes with 33 across
20. Allow

21. Edward’s nickname
22. Hit the books

25. Rouses to action
29. Timeworn

30. Morality

31. ___ the brakes, 2
words

32. Los Altos street, of
note

33. See 18 across

34. Delhi dress

1.

2. Jungles creatures

3. Femme fatale

4. “And another thing ...”
5. Pigs

6. London’s business
insurer

7. Priest’s vestment

8. Hit perfectly

9. Deli order

10. TV network

11. It's charged in physics
17. Sweet stuff

19. Chilled, 2 words

abbreviation

42. Hosp. readout, abbr.
43. Video maker, for short
44, Debussy’s “La ___”
(French for sea)

46. Lean-___ (sheds)

- Los Altos clues bolded

Answers

on Page 35

Find A

=

ord

By Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller x O G E |— E P H A N T A C W K

rids of squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain

gagh of;)((asnu?nbers 1Tto 9.|Putzr;Iezcorlne intrllwreegraclies: eass,?nediumtand <t:JifficuIt. L R B Y R L L N V L A C K "J B

Level: Medium OAAJUDQWTLPSDXAQ
FHXMSEWBNDMTESIL
HIT ANRYYOODOAPXK
WPHODUONQXSCOVSB
BPWIWCEARBEZLETP
COALCCZLNXPREPH
APMANNEMDRHKTGR
| ORGRUTRUORVNBE
HT 1 OI TABZSOEAYV I
BAWPFPBFFBSPBEHR
FMMHOANEYHWORTR
WUVEVEEXAEUHPI/ZE
J SLRDJRLMRQKIOT
15 animals are listed Antelope Gopher Opossum
below. They may go Bear Hippopotamus Poodle
across, up and down Boxer Hyena Raccoon
or diagonally in the y )
puzzle. Circle each Cats Leopard Terrier
one as you find it. Elephant Lion Zebra
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Cornerstone shop Cranberry Scoop moves from State to Main

By Amalia Tormala
Town Crier Editorial Intern

fter residing on State Street for
Anearly 55 years, the commu-

nity staple gift shop Cranberry
Scoop has made a move to Main Street
as of Oct. 10.

According to Ellen Biolsi - who has
owned Cranberry Scoop for 25 years -
the move was prompted by January’s
sale of the building that housed the
shop’s original location.

“I spent probably a good six to eight
months of soul searching, going back
and forth, talking to the new build-
ing owner and trying to decide what
exactly I was going to do,” Biolsi said.
“I ultimately decided that, since (the
buyer) will eventually be doing some
sort of remodeling to that building,
that I would go ahead and find a new
location.”

The State Street location officially
closed Oct. 4, with the Cranberry
Scoop team transporting everything
from the initial storefront to the new
building in the several weeks that fol-
lowed. The shop’s space on Main has
a larger sales floor, and Biolsi said she
has noticed an increase in foot traffic
since making the move.

“It has been busy,” she said.

Biolsi expressed gratitude for her
team’s aid during the store’s transition.

“I appreciate all the help with the
move and the support I've received
through the whole process,” she said.

Cranberry Scoop is not the only
business to move to Main Street

MAXASMAR/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN
Above: Ellen Biolsi, left, speaks with
visitors at her store. Right: Cranberry
scoop moved to Main from State in
October after Biolsi’s previous landlord
decided not to extend the lease.

recently. Liz Williams, market-
ing and events manager for the
Los Altos Village Association, said
Cranberry Scoop was one of three
businesses to relocate from State
Street this year. Uncommon Threads,
a knitting shop, and Cambric Bou-
tique, a women’s clothing store,
are also new to Main.

As for Cranberry Scoop’s former

location, Williams said a new book
cafe specializing in romance novels,
A Novel Affair, is expected to fill the
spot.

“(LAVA is) looking forward to that
corner being activated again and not
empty,” Williams said. “We hope that
they’re up and running in the old Cran-
berry Scoop space before too long, so

that it is filled for the holiday season.”

Cranberry Scoop’s new location
is at 216 Main St. The shop is open 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays, 10 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Saturdays and 11 a.m. to 4
p-m. Sundays.

For more information, call the
shop at (650) 948-2554 or visit the-
cranberryscoop.com.

Existing home sales, one unintended source of housing unaffordability

By Artie Green

any cities today face the chal-
lenge of increasing the avail-
ability of affordable housing.

The common approach is to find ways to
generate more new housing. That usu-
ally involves municipal or state subsidies
or tax breaks for land and development.
A recent analysis by Moody’s Analytics
suggests there may be an additional way
to address this problem.

In 2000, according to the Los
Angeles Times, a near-record 493,000
existing single-family homes were sold
in California. By 2023, the California
Association of Realtors reported that
existing home sales had dropped to
nearly half that amount (258,000). This
is even though the mortgage rate back
then was over 8% but less than 7% in
2023. Of course, there are many factors
other than interest rates that impact
existing home sales. Mark Zandi and
Cristian deRitis at Moody’s, in a report

titled “Capital Gains Taxes and the
Misallocation of Housing” (tinyurl.
com/Moodys-capital-gains), assert that
one major cause is federal capital gains
tax policy. According to the report, the

ANDY DEAN/ADOBE STOCK
Moving is already hard and housing unaffordability makes it even worse.

Census Bureau found that the average
square footage (sq. ft.) of a home per
capita in the U.S. is 700 sq. ft. Based on
that, the average home size for a family
of two would be expected to be around

1,400 sq. ft., for a family of three 2,100
sq. ft., and 2,800 sq. ft. for a four-person
family. But that’s not how the data
breaks down. There are actually 3.5 mil-
lion homes larger than 2,500 sq. ft. oc-
cupied by only one or two seniors aged
65-74 and another 2.3 million owned by
seniors aged 75 and older. That’s almost
six million houses that could be utilized
more efficiently by larger families.

One of the reasons younger home-
owners are often reluctant to sell their
homes is because they are holding
onto mortgages with rates significantly
lower than current rates. But most
older homeowners have paid off their
mortgages or have only small balances
remaining.

Why aren’t they downsizing from
homes that are not only bigger than
they need but frequently require more
work to maintain? The report blames

See HOUSING, Page 30
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Transactions

Los Altos

4388 El Camino Real #388, Madej
Trust to A. Akturin for $798,000

425 1st Street #24, 425 First Los
Altos LLC to Lin Family Trust for
$1,750,000

822 Amber Lane, J. Credit to Cui &
Wang Living Trust for $4,138,000

1220 Payne Drive, Michael & Schelly
Trust to C. & C. Wang for $4,200,000

2008 Crist Drive, Wolverton Living
Trust to N. So for $5,250,000

1098 Muir Way, I. Song to Mukher-
jee Family Trust for $5,410,000

721 Raymundo Avenue, Baker
Trust to Gsh 721 Raymundo LLC for
$5,500,000

1762 Austin Avenue, Forsythe
Family Trust to G. & V. Chen for
$5,610,000

1683 Dalehurst Avenue, Hamel
Trust to Mealiffe-Reeves Trust for
$5,750,000

941 Seena Avenue, G. Antonovsky

toY. & S. Ding for $6,500,000

130 Garland Way, Bingham
Family Trust to S. & M. Tsang for
$6,679,000

Mountain View

505 Cypress Point Drive #161,
A. Chengto S. & S. Seol for $540,000

1031 Crestview Drive #206, Sarang
Trust to F. Uyar for $695,000

928 Wright Avenue #802, Yang Liv-
ing Trust to Yim & Lee Family Trust for
$1,100,000

647 Alamo Court, Y. Xu to R. & A.
Chan for $1,290,000

2128 Latham Street, Taylor Morri-
son of California to Y. & K. Huang for
$1,730,000

767 Calderon Avenue, Kvasov
Living Trust to S. & P. Umate for
$1,855,000

792 Bond Way, M. Heffernan to G. &
C. Ho for $2,800,000

1848 Peacock Avenue, P. Reid to D.

Have a comment or idea? Reach out
If you have an idea for Business & Real Estate or would like
to comment on its content, email section editor
Christina Casillas at christinac@latc.com.

1711 GUINDA STREET, PALO ALTO

enjoy Palo Alto’s unmatched living.

Lana Ralston
Realtor® DRE # 01477598

650-776-9226

RalstonWorks.com

he expansive living room has a fireplace and sliding glass doors leading to an inviting
patio and garden. A wood staircase with a beautiful wall mural leads to a Primary
bedroom. There are two bedrooms, and a den or office on the first floor.

A large kitchen with adjoining dining and breakfast areas opens onto the Rose-Azalea

garden with tranquil sitting areas. The landscaping is by the late Page Sanders. In moved-
in condition, freshly painted, and with gleaming hardwood floors, the house invites you to

1711 Guinda Street lies within walking distance of Rinconada Cultural Park, with tennis
courts and playgrounds; the Palo Alto Art Center; Lucie Stern Community Center; Palo
Alto Junior Museum and Zoo; and the highly-rated Walter Hays Elementary School.

Listing Price $3,600,000

fm INTERO

REAL ESTATE SERVICES,

A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate

496 First Street #100,
Los Altos
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Arthur for $3,550,000
1849 Fordham Way, Schoen Trust
to Sangster Living Trust for $4,511,000

Cupertino

20488 Stevens Creek Boule-
vard #1118, E. Fuh to P. Chan for
$800,000

20192 Northcove Square, Wu
Living Trust to N. & E. Franco for
$1,080,000

22035 Mcclellan Road, Schlitt 2025
Trust to L. & X. Li for $1,930,000

10800 West Estates Drive, Loh
Family Trust to Y. & Z. Ye for
$3,055,000

19701 Bixby Drive, J. Yuanto J. & H.
Zhang for $3,520,000

11221 Bubb Road, 2. & S. Marlow to
E. & S. Eugene for $3,650,000

1330 Flower Court, Sanjideh
Family Trust to X. & D. He for
$3,760,000

21710 Regnart Road, Regnart LLC

to Regnart Homes LLC for $4,750,000
Total sales
Los Altos

Total sales: 11

Lowest sale: $798,000
Highest sale: $6,679,000
Average sale: $4,689,500

Mountain View

Total sales: 9

Lowest sale: $540,000
Highest sale: $4,511,000
Average sale: $2,007,900

Cupertino
Total sales: 8
Lowest sale: $800,000
Highest sale: $4,750,000
Average sale: $2,818,100
- Transaction information is
obtained from public county records
and provided by Cal REsource.

Business Brief

Poppy Bank opens
in Los Altos

The Los Altos branch of Poppy
Bank has officially opened its doors.
The newest addition of the Dbank,
located at 400 Main Street, offers
deposit products, automated clearing
house processing and cash management
services among personal and business
banking.

Poppy Bank also specializes in busi-
ness lending including commercial loans,

USDA and US Small Business Administra-
tion loans, construction, commercial and
real estate loans and lines of credit.

“We believe that the presence of a
strong and established community-fo-
cused bank like Poppy Bank can add to the
appeal of Los Altos and enhance its eco-
nomic prosperity,” said bank president and
CEO Khalid Acheckzai in a press release.
“We look forward to building relationships
and supporting the local businesses and in-
dividuals that make up this vibrant city.”

HOUSING

From Page 29

the high capital gains taxes associated
with senior home sales. The Taxpayer
Relief Act of 1997 established an exclu-
sion of $250K for single taxpayers or
$500K for married taxpayers from
taxes on the gains from home sales by
taxpayers over age 55. At the time this
was a high enough threshold that few
people faced significant taxes. But over
the nearly three decades since then,
home prices have risen 250% on aver-
age across the U.S. but this exclusion
amount has not changed at all.

The report suggests that if the capital
gains tax exclusion for senior home sales
were to be increased to $885K/$1.775K,
matching average housing price infla-
tion since 1997, more seniors would be
open to downsizing or to moving into
senior living facilities. They cite re-
search suggesting not only the improve-
ment in housing liquidity from this
change but also economic benefits such
as reduced regional unemployment.

Zandi and deRitis also identify pos-
sible ways to cover the estimated $6-$10
billion in lost federal tax revenue from
such a change. Whether or not the
Trump administration would consider
such an attempt to further modify tax
revenues is anybody’s guess.

The report does not directly address
another goal of seniors, namely pass-
ing on their homes to their children tax
free due to the step-up in basis when
they die. It’s not clear how much that
goal overrides seniors’ reluctance to sell
homes due to the capital gains tax exclu-
sion.

The cost of housing in many loca-
tions in this country is a complex
problem that municipalities and states
are forced to deal with. Increasing the
federal capital gains tax exclusion is
certainly one way the federal govern-
ment could contribute to helping solve
the problem.

Los Altos resident Artie Green is

JSounder of Cognizant Wealth Advisors.
For more information, visit cognizant-
wealth.com.
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How to get a mortgage
when you're self-employed

Statepoint

f youre self-employed or
own a business, you may be

wondering if it’s possible to
get a mortgage.

The short answer is yes, you
can, but the process will look
different. You’ll need to pro-
vide documentation verifying
your employment and lenders
will be analyzing your finan-
cial situation and the financial
situation of your business to
see how likely you are to pay
back your loans in a timely
manner.

To help you put your best
foot forward, Wells Fargo is of-
fering guidance on navigating
the home loan process.

Self-employment

Typically, lenders consider
an applicant self-employed if
they meet any of the following:

« They own at least 25% of a
business

o The ownership of a busi-
ness is their major source of
income

« They complete a 1099 tax
form during tax filing instead
of a W-2

o Theyre an entrepreneur
or sole proprietor whose in-
come is filed under Schedule C
of their tax returns

o Theyre an independent
contractor or service provider

If you fit into these cat-
egories, youll also need to
show lenders verified employ-
ment records or proof of self-
employment during the past
two years. Lenders are ideally
looking for your business to
have been active for at least 12
consecutive months. They re-
view the overall health of the

business, looking at both net
income and expenses.

Needed documents

When lenders review your
application, they’re analyzing
items like how stable your in-
come is, if your business has
strong finances, and what the
future may look like for you
and your business. Any of the
following forms of documen-
tation can help lenders show
proof of your employee verifi-
cation:

 Business licenses and/or
DBA certificates

e Proof of correspondence
with CPAs and/or clients

e Proof of business insur-
ance

« Profit/loss statements or
balance sheets reflecting your
business’s performance

e Lenders’ requirements
vary. Check with yours for
what will be required for your
situation.

Tax returns

Personal tax returns under
IRS Form 1040 include various
schedules. Commonly used
schedules are:

e Schedule B (Form 1040)
Interest and ordinary divi-
dends

e Schedule C (Form 1040)
Profit or Loss from Business
(Sole proprietorship)

e Schedule D (Form 1040)
Capital Gains and Losses

e Schedule E (Form 1040)
Supplemental Income and
Loss

e Schedule F (Form 1040) —
Profit or Loss from Farming

For business tax returns,
a business may choose to re-

rainmaker

L REAL ESTATE

port taxable income either on
a calendar year or fiscal year
basis. Commonly used forms
include:

¢ IRS Form 1065, U.S. Re-
turn of Partnership Income

¢ IRS Form 11208, U.S. In-
come Tax Return for an S Cor-
poration

¢ IRS Form 1120, U.S. Cor-
poration Income Tax Return

When looking for loans,
there are some factors that
show the strength of your bor-
rowing ability.

Having a favorable debt-to-
income ratio and credit score.
A strong credit history shows
lenders your ability to repay
debts and utilize credit respon-
sibly.

Staying organized. Keeping
expenses separate if you have
multiple income sources, and

PEOPLEIMAGES / ISTOCK VIA GETTY IMAGES PLUS
Being a small business owner looking for a loan can be hard - but it’s doable.

separate business and personal
accounts is beneficial so that
lenders can more easily tell
which assets are which.
Having additional support,
especially for closing can in-
crease the chance of lenders
taking a client on. Certain
factors may lower your risk
for lenders, like utilizing a co-
signer or borrower or paying a
higher-percentage down pay-
ment than what’s required.

What's next?

If you are self-employed,
there are methods available to
help make your goal of home-
ownership a reality. For ex-
ample, eligible self-employed
borrowers with Wells Fargo
may have access to a variety of
loans, such as VA or FHA loans
or Wells Fargo products like

Dream. Plan. Home. and the
Homebuyer Access grant. In-
formation can be found online
about the eligibility require-
ments and personal tax impli-
cations of these products.

Talk to a home mortgage
consultant to learn more about
what your mortgage process
may look like. Also, check out
Wells Fargo’s home lending
portal for personalized rate
quote tools and for its content
library featuring helpful ar-
ticles. These can be found at
wellsfargo.com.

“While  self-employment
makes obtaining a mortgage a
bit more complex, your lender
will walk you through the pro-
cess, step by step,” says Ru-
lon Washington, Wells Fargo
mortgage sustainability direc-
tor.

soLp for §3,550,500

($552,500 over

asking)

Alex Wang | 650-800-8840
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Kathy
Bridgman’s

NEW LISTING
OF THE WEEK

Outstanding Opportunity to Build an Estate Property
25310 Elena Road, Los Altos Hills

« Outstanding opportunity for new + Underground utilities

construction « 2-stall barn and riding ring with potential

« Approximately 1.115 acres (48,548 square for equestrian use

feet; not verified by Compass) * Vast level areas and gently sloped

« MFA: 6,550 square feet; MDA: 16,182 grounds with mature trees
square feet; LUF value: 1.098 (buyer to

confirm with the town of Los Altos Hills) * Less than one mile to Highway 280

access and less than two miles to the
« Circa 1920 3-bedroom, 2-bath home on Los Altos Village

one level .
» Excellent Los Altos schools: Gardner Bullis

« Separate multi-room cottage with lower Elementary, Egan Junior High, and

basement and garage/workshop Los Altos High (buyer to confirm) 'ATHY BRID GM AN
« Detached 2-car garage with street level

access from Elena Road

Price upon request #1 Individual Agent

Los Altos &
Los Altos Hills, 2024

The Results AreIn . ..
Kathy remains the leader in LA/LAH
sales by an individual agent.

Work with the best in 2025!

Kathy Bridgman: $189,415,000

$68,709,000
$38,380,000
$34,260,000

# AGENT AGENT AGENT
1 #2 #3 #4
Per MLS reported sales volume for LA/LAH. 2024

650.868.7677 C @ MPASS
License #01189798

kathy@kathybridgman.com
kathybridgman.com
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Connect us on WeChat

&y DeleonRealty USA
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12008 EMERALD HILL LANE $6,898,000 | 4 Bd | 3.5 Bth 27500 LA IE)A REAL ﬂ;39,988,000|58d|12 Bth
LOS ALTOS HILLS 12008EmeraldHillLn.com LOS ALTOS HILLS 27500LaVida.com

- . 4 = — -""'-:.H‘ v ;-: - b i
927 CONTINENTAL DRIVE - $4,988,000.1-4 Bd 4.5 Bth 11722 PUTTER WAY d2:5 Bth
MENLO PARK 927Continental.com LOS ALTOS 11722Puttercom

579 GLENBROOK DRIVE $5 750,000 | 6 Bd | 4 Bth 28500 -MATADERO CREEK LN | $9,398,0001 6 Bd | 9 Bth

PALO ALTO 579Glenbrook.com LOS ALTOS HILLS 28500MataderoCreek.com

40 TAGUS COURT 6,988,000 14Bd13Bth | = 160 PHILLIP ROAD $12,988,000 | 5 Bd | 5.5 Bth
PORTOLA VALLEY 40Tagus.com WOODSIDE 160Phillip.com

Don’t Overpay to Sell your Home
List with Us for 3% Total commission

Ken Deleon (DRE #01342140) 650.543.8501
Michael Repka (DRE #01854880) 650.488.7325
Hisz G IS Audrey Sun (DRE #01933274) 650.785.5822

Deleon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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Public Notices

KAI HAUS LENDING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721077

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: KAl
HAUS LENDING, 60 E Rose-
mary Street 329, San Jose, CA,
95112, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Jessica J Na, 60 E Rosemary
Street 329, San Jose, CA 95112,
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Jessica J Na /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/06/2025.
(11-12,19,26-25,12-03-25)

271-T

COMPLETE AUTO SOLUTIONS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN721026

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: COM-
PLETE AUTO SOLUTIONS, 14000
Blossom Hill Rd, Los Gatos,
CA, 95032, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Gharib Nawaz, 14000 Blossom
Hill Rd, Los Gatos, CA 95032.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 11/04/2025.
/S/ Gharib Nawaz /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/05/2025.
(11-12,19,26-25,12-03-25)

270-T

BAY AREA KOREAN BAPTIST
CHURCH
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN720941

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: (1)
BAY AREA KOREAN BAPTIST
CHURCH, (2) HIGH MEADOW
BAPTIST CHURCH, 1347 Rich-
ardson Ave, Los Altos, CA,
94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): SANTA CLARA BAP-
TIST CHURCH, 1347 Richard-
son Ave, Los Altos, CA 94024.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Jae Mook Kim /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/03/2025.
(11-12,19,26-25,12-03-25)

268-T

HUMMINGTON CONSTRUCTION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN720551

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: HUM-
MINGTON CONSTRUCTION,
881 Stonehurst Way, Campbell,
CA, 95008, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
HUMINGTON LLC, 881 Stone-

hurst Way, Campbell, CA 95008.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 09/15/2025.
181/ Yibo Chang /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/17/2025.
(11-12,19,26-25,12-03-25)

266-T

FRUITOPIA
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN720905

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: FRUITOPIA, 2230 Calle Del
Mundo Unit 422, Santa Clara,
CA, 95054, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): THE
MIDNIGHT TRADING INC, 3363
Spectrum St, Irvine, CA 92618.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 02/21/2025.
/S/ Yuanliang Lyu /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/31/2025.
(11-05,12,19,26-25)

265-T

GLOBAL SOURCE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN720775

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: GLOBAL SOURCE, 481 N
Santa Cruz Ave, Los Gatos, CA,
95030, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address of
the registrant(s) is (are): BELCLARE
CORPORATION, 481 N Santa
Cruz Ave, Los Gatos, CA 95030.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 02/01/2000.
/S/ Peter O'Malley /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/27/2025.
(11-05,12,19,26-25)

264-T

NOTICE OF AMENDED PETITION
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
MAN-WAH WANG YING
CASE NO. 25PR200745

To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be in-
terested in the WILL or estate, or
both of MAN-WAH WANG YING.
AN AMENDED PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE has been filed by YEJAY W.
YING in the Superior Court of Cali-
fornia, County of SANTA CLARA.
THE AMENDED PETITION FOR
PROBATE requests that YEJAY
W. YING be appointed as per-
sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
THE AMENDED PETITION re-
quests the decedent's WILL
and codicils, if any, be admit-
ted to probate. The WILL and any
codicils are available for examina-
tion in the file kept by the court.
THE AMENDED PETITION requests
authority to administer the estate
under the Independent Administra-
tion of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representa-
tive to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before tak-
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ing certain very important actions,
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
11/21/25 at 9:03AM in Dept. 1
located at 191 NORTH FIRST
STREET, SAN JOSE, CA 95113
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to
you of a notice under section 9052
of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JANET L. BREWER - SBN 74181
LAW OFFICE OF JANET L. BREWER
4 MAIN STREET, SUITE 20
LOS ALTOS CA 94022
Telephone (650) 325-8276
11/5,11/12, 11/19/25
CNS-3981519#
LOS ALTOS TOWN CRIER
(11-05,12,19-25)

263-T

PRIMERA INSURANCE
SOLUTIONS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN720631

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: PRIM-
ERA INSURANCE SOLUTIONS,
3725 El Camino Real, Santa Clara,
CA, 95051, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): INSURANCE PLUS SO-
LUTIONS LLC, 3725 EI Camino
Real, Santa Clara, CA 95051.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 12/01/2023.
/S/ Susana Deloza /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/21/2025.
(11-05,12,19,26-25)

262-T

GOLDEN FLOOF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN720684

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: GOLDEN FLOOF, 190 Ry-
land Street Apt 3109, San Jose,
CA, 95110, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a general partnership.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Keith
Jospeh Krause, 190 Ryland St
Apt 3109, San Jose, CA 95110,
Yuanyuan Gao, 190 Ryland St
Apt 3109, San Jose, CA 95110.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 10/16/2025.
/S/ Keith Joseph Krause /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/22/2025.
(11-05,12,19,26-25)

261-T

TESS LABS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN720694

The following person
sons) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: TESS LABS, 1243
Green Oak Lane, Los Altos, CA,
94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
John Affaki, 1243 Green Oak
Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/187 John Affaki /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/23/2025.
(11-05,12,19,26-25)

(per-

260-T

THE FRONT DOOR EDIT
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN720639

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: (1) THE
FRONT DOOR EDIT, (2) FRONT
DOOR EDIT, (3) THE SIDELINE
EDITS, (4) SIDELINE EDITS, 6759
Velvet Meadow Ct, San Jose,
CA, 95120, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a general partnership.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Maryann Cristofi, 6759 Velvet
Meadow Ct, San Jose, CA 95120,
Maryam J Youri, 1090 Fox-
hurst Way, San Jose, CA 95120.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 10/13/2025.
/S/ Maryann Cristofi /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/21/2025.
(10-29-25,11-05,12,19-25)

259-T

SOCIAL THINKING CENTER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN720167

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: SOCIAL
THINKING CENTER, 1901 S Bas-
com Ave Ste 340, Campbell, CA,
95008, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.

The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): SO-
CIAL THINKING COMMUNICOL-
OGY, INC., 1901 S Bascom Ave
Ste 340, Campbell, CA 95008.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 05/27/2010.
/S/ Michelle Winner /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/01/2025.
(10-29-25,11-05,12,19-25)

258-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
PETITION OF
ROBIN LYNN STEIN
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
25CV477288

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
1. Petitioner: Robin Lynn Stein
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
Present Name:

a. Robin Lynn Stein

Proposed Name:
a. Robyn Lynn Stein

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for change
of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name
changes described above must file
a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING 01/13/2026
at 8:45 a.m. Room: Probate
(b) The address of the
court is: 191 North First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this
county: Los Altos Town Crier
Date: 10/14/2025
/s/ LE Jacqueline Duong
Judge of the Superior Court
(10-29-25,11-05,12,19-25)

257-T

KARBREEZE INC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN719677

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
KARBREEZE INC, 830 Stew-
ard Dr Ste 276, Sunnyvale, CA,
94085, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
KARBREEZE INC, 725 North
Quince St, Escondido, CA 92025.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 09/04/2025.
/87 Hailu Hailu /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 09/11/2025.
(10-22,29-25,11-05,12-25)

254-T

Datebook

CLUBS/GROUPS

Datebook items are run on a space-available basis for

entertainment, events, classes and groups run by non-
profits in our circulation area (primarily Los Altos, Los
Altos Hills and Mountain View). The deadline is noon
Tuesday for the next week’s paper. Submit notices via
email to christinac@latc.com and include a contact
name, phone number and fee to participate (if appli-
cable).

EVENTS

Los Altos Main Library. All events held in the
main library, 13 S. San Antonio Road, unless oth-
erwise indicated. Monday Meditation & Mind-
fulness, 10:30 a.m. Mondays, Los Altos Main Li-
brary, 7 p.m., Woodland Library, 1975 Grant Road.
Poetry Community Hour Open Mic, 7 p.m., first Monday
of every month. Native American Songand Dance Cel-
ebration, 7 p.m. Nov. 18. Part of the Santa Clara County
Library District’s celebration of Native American Heritage
Month, featuringFuture Generations,acollaborationofNa-
tive American singers, dancers and artists from the greater
San Francisco Bay Area. Ten Years, Billions of Galaxies,
One Sky: The Rubin Observatory Story, 7 p.m. Nov. 20.
Stanford University’s Bernadita Ried Guachalla will ex-
plore how Rubin’s images will help us tackle some of the
biggest questions in cosmology: What is dark matter made
of? What is driving the accelerated expansion of the Uni-
verse? And how did cosmic structures evolve over billions
of years?

Mountain View Dia de Muertos Celebration. 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Nov. 1; Enjoy the festivities and altars, ofrendas,
decorated with Cempastchil flowers, or marigolds, papel
picado, sugar skulls and a myriad of colors created and
inspired by community members. Information: tinyurl.
com/MVdiademuertos.

CLUBS/GROUPS

LosAltos History Museum. Love history and working with
kids? Become a Los Altos History Museum school tour pro-
gram education docent. Sharelocal history with 3rdand 4th
gradersonweekdaymorningsthisspring. Trainingbeginsin
November. Must be 18 years old to apply. Information:
losaltoshistory.org/education/student-tours.

American Association of University Women - Silicon
Valley Branch. Open to women (and men) with a college
degree who are interested in equity for women and girls.
Information: (650) 464-2830, siliconvalley-ca.aauw.net.

Los Altos Hills Club. Historic social club promoting
friendship and social contacts among women with a Los
Altos Hills mailing address. Activities include luncheons,
book
Information: (650) 948-5382, jensensylvia@hotmail.com.

groups, bridge and card games.

Los Altos-Los Altos Hills Newcomers Club. Nonprofit
organization, builds vibrant friendships in Los Altos and
Los Altos Hills through special interest and social activi-
ties. Information: losaltosnewcomers.org.

Assistance League of Los Altos. Charitable organization
benefiting youth of Santa Clara County. Open 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. Thursday through Saturday. Located at Third and
State streets. Information: (650) 941-2610, assistancelea-
gue.org/losaltos.

Kiwanis Club of Los Altos. An international Service or-

ganization. Meets at noon every Tuesday at the Los Altos
Community Center, 97 Hillview Ave. Information: (650)

See DATEBOOK, Page 35
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735-1552, losaltoskiwanis.org.

Peninsula Harmony Chorus. A cap-
pella chorus centered in Los Altos.
Performs some “doo-wop” numbers
from the 50s and 60s, plus show tunes,
ballads, pop, folk, world music and
holiday music at year end. Rehearsals
Monday evenings at 7:15 p.m. at Los
Altos Lutheran Church. Information:
peninsulaharmony.org.

GreenTown Los Altos. Nonpartisan
group of citizens helping the commu-
nities of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills
become more sustainable. Informa-
tion: greentownlosaltos.org.

Foothills Amateur Radio Society.
Amateur radio club serving Los Altos
and local area. Meets 7 p.m. the fourth
Friday ofthemonth. Covington School,
205 Covington Road, Los Altos.
fars.k6ya.org.

HP Retired Employees Club. Open
to HP/Agilent retirees. Members can
participate in activities.

Los Altos Las Madres Playgroups.
Playgroups for moms and their
babies five and under. Play dates in
and around Los Altos. Expectant
moms, new dadsand other caregivers
welcome. Information: (650) 917-
9914, lasmadres.org.

Rotary Club of Los Altos. Service
group. 12:15 p.m. Thursdays. Garden
House at Shoup Park, 400 University
Ave. Information: losaltosrotary.org.

South Bay Storytellers. 7 p.m.
third Sunday of the month. Los
Altos United Methodist Church,
655 Magdalena Ave. Information:
(650) 494-1383, (650) 917-1920,
southbaystorytellers.com.

Sons in Retirement, Branch 5.
Small group of men who keep social-
ly and mentally active, have lunch
and hear speakers on a variety of
subjects. 11 a.m. fourth Wednesday
of each month. Michael’s restaurant
at Shoreline Golf Course, 2960 N.
Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View. In-
formation: (408) 391-1078.

Morning Forum of Los Altos.
Celebrating 75th year, the
Morning Forum of Los Altos an-

its

nounces its spring program. Nov.
18, author, speaker and wilderness
guide Jim Wilkens will talk about
his adventures. Dec. 2, author Alka
Joshi will talk about her new murder
mystery novel. Jan. 20, Bertrand Pat-
enaude, Stanford University Hisotry
and International Relations lecturer,
will discuss the history and current
status of the Baltic States. Los Altos
United Methodist Church, 655 Mag-
dalena Ave. Email info.morningfo-
rum@gmail.com
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OBITUARY NOTICE

ALEESE
KOCH

November 20, 1933 -
October 31, 2025

Aleese Kay (Boatwright) Koch
passed away peacefully at home in
Los Altos, CA on October 31, 2025
after several years of declining
health. She was 91 years old.

Aleese was born on November
20, 1933 in San Francisco. CA. She
was the youngest daughter of Aland
Louise Boatwright now deceased.
Her older sister Ann Martin passed
away in 2015.

Aleese graduated from
Sequoia High School in 1951
and married James F. Koch on
February 14,1953 in Carmel, CA.
She was a devoted mother to her
sons Richard F. Koch (Barbie) and
James Koch (Evangeline) and a
beloved grandmother to Theodora,
Tasso (Abby), Alison (Eric), John,
Charlotte, Braden and a great
grandmother to Elena. Aleese was
also a cherished partner and loyal
friend to Lynwood Carter who she
knew since high school.

A resident of Los Altos for 65
years, Aleese always made her home
and family her priority. Over the
years she hosted many memorable
swimming parties, backyard BBQs,
and holiday gatherings for the
extended family.

In addition, Aleese worked as
a bank teller, real estate agent and a
receptionist for alocal pediatrician.
She enjoyed singing, dancing and
music in general. She was a kind,
generous, fun and feisty lady
and even though her health and
memory were failing at the end,
she always smiled and remained
grateful for the support of family,
good friends, concerned neighbors
and compassionate caregivers.

Aleese truly embodied the
adage of a life well lived. She will be
greatly missed by all who loved her.

Services will be held Thursday,
November 20 at Spangler Mortuary
Chapel in Los Altos at 1:00 pm.
A reception will be held at her
home immediately following the
memorial.

November 12, 2025 | Los Altos Town Crier |

JOHN CHARLES
BLACKIE

September 2, 1930 -
October 30, 2025

John Charles Blackie, beloved
husband, father, and grandfather,
passed away peacefully at home on
October 30, 2025, at the age of 95.
Born in Richmond, Surrey, England,
on September 2, 1930, the youngest
of six children to Emma and Walter,
John emigrated to the US in 1960
as part of the “brain drain” He met
the love of his life, married, had a
family, and a successful career in
technology.

After working on radios and
communication equipment while
serving in the British Army Royal
Corps of Signals, John continued
his technical career in England.
He then joined the burgeoning
semiconductor industry in
America, first in Massachusetts then
relocating to Silicon Valley in 1973.
In 1979 John was a co-founder and
CTO of Zitel, a start-up computer
memory and storage company
which he helped build into a public
company with over 120 employees.
He retired from Zitel in 1991.

John was a true English
gentleman as well as a gentle man.
He loved to laugh and enjoyed
watching British comedies and
thrillers along with his daily cuppa
and biscuits. He was also an avid
history buff shaped by his years of
growing up near London during
WWIL. He had a good innings.

John is survived by his devoted
wife of 63 years, Patricia; his loving
sons Jeffrey and Peter (Belinda); his
cherished grandchildren, Colin and
Keeley; and many nieces, nephews,
and friends. No services.
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Every home is unique. Like you. Like us.

Discover your | ()]L | GOLDENGATESIR.COM

1826 Waverley Street, Palo Alto 157 dgewood Drive, Palo Alto 1119 Hopkins Avenue, Palo Alto 444 Tennyson Avenue, Palo Alto

OFFERED AT $13,800,000 OFFERED AT $4,638,000 OFFERED AT $6,650,000 OFFERED AT $24,888,000
GARY CAMPI CHARLES GRIFFITH MICHAEL DREYFUS THE DREYFUS GROUP
650.799.1855 LICENSE# 00600311 415.672.3263 LICENSE# 01899593 650.485.3476 LICENSE# 01121795 650.485.3476 LICENSE# 01121795
THE DREYFUS GROUP MICHAEL DREYFUS
650.485.3476 LICENSE# 01121795 650.485.3476 LICENSE# 01121795

a1tk : Pl b A s
232 Hazelton Avenue, Sunnyvale 280 Easy Street Apt 403, 26140 Rancho Manuella Lane, 27861 Natoma Road, Los Altos Hllls
OFFERED AT $1,268,000 Mountain View l.os Altos HIHS OFFERED AT $15,900,000
LORI ORION OFFERED AT $580,000 OFFERED AT $11,800,000 GARY CAMPI
650.539.5674 LICENSE# 01883566 TOM MARTIN GARY CAMPI 650.799.1855 LICENSE# 00600311
ANDY ORION 408.314.2830 LICENSE# 01272381 650.799.1855 LICENSE# 00600311

650.539.4426 LICENSE# 01903703
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26960 Orchard Hill Lane, 25751 Elena Road, Los Altos Hills 12690 Dianne Duve Los Altos Hills 1127 Hillslope Place, Los Altos
Los Altos Hills OFFERED AT $15,900,000 OFFERED AT $8,946,000 OFFERED AT $7,988,000
OFFERED AT $11,900,000 GARY CAMPI GARY CAMPI GARY CAMPI
GARY CAMPI 650.799.1855 LICENSE# 00600311 650.799.1855 LICENSE# 00600311 650.799.1855 LICENSE# 00600311

650.799.1855 LICENSE# 00600311

477 Lassen Street #6, Los Altos 185 Beverly Lane, Los Altos 11701 Winding Way, Los Altos 14 Potbelly Beach Road, Aptos
OFFERED AT $1,295,000 OFFERED AT $4,495,000 OFFERED AT $4,395,000 OFFERED AT $4,995,000

GARY CAMPI GARY CAMPI GARY CAMPI THE DREYFUS GROUP

650.799.1855 LICENSE# 00600311 650.799.1855 LICENSE# 00600311 650.799.1855 LICENSE# 00600311 650.485.3476 LICENSE# 01121795

MICHAEL DREYFUS
650.485.3476 LICENSE# 01121795

PENINSULA & SILICON VALLEY OFFICES LOS ALTOS - MENLO PARK - LOS GATOS - WOODSIDE - SAN CARLOS - BURLINGAME | Each office is independently owned and operated.
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