
Parents, children and other 
community members spoke 
out at the Sept. 22 Los Altos 
City Council meeting, voicing 
concerns over the potential use 
of poured-in-place (PIP) rub-
ber playground surfacing mate-
rial in Shoup and Grant parks.  

At issue is a Sept. 15 Parks, 
Arts, Recreation and Cultural 
Commission (PARC) recom-
mendation to not use PIP in 
favor of continuing the use of 
engineered wood fibers in the 
park’s playground surfacing. It 
was the further recommenda-

tion of the commission to disal-
low any rubber surfacing except 
on a temporary basis in high fall 
areas. However, because PARC 
is a purely advisory committee, 
concerned residents brought 
the matter directly to council 
Tuesday evening during the 
public comment period. 

A total of nine people, seven 
in person and two on Zoom, 
spoke in favor of City Council 
acting on PARC’s recommen-
dation, including June, who, 
standing with her mother, 
Kathryn Carpenter, at the lec-
tern, was the first to address 

As artificial intelligence be-
comes more pervasive and pop-
ular, concerns surrounding the 
labor implications, safety and 
overall future of these models 
become more pressing. 

Boris Cherny, the program-
mer and software engineer be-
hind Anthropic’s popular AI 
model Claude, spoke on these 
concerns and more at a sold-out 
Sept. 23 discussion hosted by 
the Computer History Museum 
in Mountain View. 

The museum’s CEO Marc 
Etkind emphasized that this 
discussion was intended to op-
erate as a forum for “bold ideas 
and deep discussion” on the cur-
rent and future effects of AI, as 
well as potential consequences 
for the expansion of this tech-
nology. 

Cherny began the discussion 
by describing his introduction to 
programming. Around age 13, 
Cherny began tinkering with his 
TI-83 calculator in math class in 
order to cheat on tests. 

“I realized that you can write 
these little programs in TIA Ba-

sic on the calculator, and you can 
just program the answers to the 
test into the calculator,” Cherny 
said. “It just kind of grew from 
there.” 

Cherny went on to share this 
finding with the rest of his math 
class, using serial cables to con-
nect classmates with these pro-
grams until their teacher caught 
wind of what they were up to. 

This basic concept, of creat-
ing and sharing the easiest pos-
sible route to a given end, seems 
to mirror Cherny’s notion of the 
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Claude creator Boris Cherny and computer historian and event moderator David Brock at the Computer His-
tory Museum’s Sept. 23 discussion panel. 
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Claude creator Boris Cherny 
speaks on the role of AI, its 
safety and future

Clarke Condé/Town Crier 

June, and her mother, Kathryn Carpenter, addressed Los Altos City 
Council Sept. 22 over playground surfacing concerns.

Concerns over 
playground surfacing 
reach city council



Page 2  |  Los Altos Town Crier  |  September 30, 2026



September 30, 2026  |  Los Altos Town Crier  |  Page 3

Real estate built on real 
relationships starts with listening 
and putting you needs first. 
We are here to guide you with 
honesty, unmatched industry 
insight, and results you can trust.

Loyalty. Integrity. 
Local Knowledge. 

Alice & Alicia Nuzzo

650.504.2394
REALTORS®

TeamNuzzo.com
alicia@sereno.com

DRE 0458678 | DRE 01127187

Nuzzo

TEAM

THE

REWARDS CLUB MEMBERSREWARDS CLUB MEMBERS
GET FREE GIFTSGET FREE GIFTS

ARE YOU A MEMBER? SCAN QR AND SIGN UPARE YOU A MEMBER? SCAN QR AND SIGN UPPROMO GOOD THRU OCTOBERPROMO GOOD THRU OCTOBER

ORDER ONLINE  ORDER ONLINE  
FOR PICK UP OR DELIVERYFOR PICK UP OR DELIVERY EVERY MONDAY NIGHTEVERY MONDAY NIGHT

BOK CHOYBOK CHOY
BABYBABY KALEKALE APRICOTSAPRICOTSEXTRA VIRGINEXTRA VIRGIN

PRIMOPRIMO

OLIVE OILOLIVE OIL

66 N. San Antonio Rd., 66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos  •  Los Altos  •  650-948-0881  •  DeMartiniOrchard.com650-948-0881  •  DeMartiniOrchard.com66 N. San Antonio Rd., 66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos  •  Los Altos  •  650-948-0881  •  DeMartiniOrchard.com650-948-0881  •  DeMartiniOrchard.com

Your Everyday Farmers Market Farm Fresh and Always the Best

Kozy BrothersKozy Brothers

DE MARTINIDE MARTINI
ORCHARDORCHARD

DE MARTINIDE MARTINI
ORCHARDORCHARD

Kozy BrothersKozy Brothers

LBLB
9999$$11 LBLB

9999$$11LBLB
9999$$2121 LBLB

9999$$1919BUNBUN
9999$$11 9999$$2626EAEA

EXTRA FANCYEXTRA FANCY

OPEN DAILY 8AM – 7PM • PRICES EFFECTIVE: 9/30 THRU 10/6

4949
ORANGE FLESHORANGE FLESH
HAMIHAMI ~  ~ HONEYDEWHONEYDEW
CANARYCANARY ~  ~ PICASSOPICASSO
GOLD DEWS &GOLD DEWS &
MANY MOREMANY MORE

LJB FARMS SAN MARTINLJB FARMS SAN MARTIN

&&

LOCAL NEW CROPLOCAL NEW CROP

NO SPRAYNO SPRAY
NO WAXNO WAX
NATURALNATURAL
DELICIOUSDELICIOUS
NEW ONES NEW ONES 
EVERY WEEKEVERY WEEK

BUTTERNUTBUTTERNUT

KABOCHAKABOCHA
SQUASHSQUASH

GIZDICH APPLESGIZDICH APPLES

¢¢6969LBLB

DRIED BLENHEIMDRIED BLENHEIM
FRANTOI CUTRERAFRANTOI CUTRERA

NOW OPENNOW OPEN
PUMPKIN PATCHPUMPKIN PATCH

BELL PEPPERSBELL PEPPERS

$$5522 lbslbs
forfor

REG.REG.
9999$$3131

ORGANIC LOCALORGANIC LOCAL ORGANIC LOCALORGANIC LOCAL

MUSHROOMSMUSHROOMS
CHANTRELLECHANTRELLE
WILD HARVESTWILD HARVEST LOS ALTOS HILLSLOS ALTOS HILLS

RED, ORANGE,RED, ORANGE,
& YELLOW& YELLOW SLABS ALSOSLABS ALSO

(650) 948-4200 License #716400hammerschmidtinc.com

Love Your Home
For 30+ years Bay Area homeowners have 
trusted our award- winning design-build 
team to transform their homes.

Let’s build something you’ll love.

Sidewalk Talk

What was the best movie you 
saw this summer?
Interviews and photos by Max Asmar, Town Crier Editorial Intern

This week, we met up with folks at the Downtown Los Altos Farmers’ Market to ask: What was 
the best movie you saw this summer?

“My favorite movie of the summer was ‘Obsession’ because 
I watched it with (my best friend) and it was really memo-
rable to me because it was our first time being able to walk 
into an R-rated movie and watch it without a parent. … We 
both turned 17 in basically the same month. We felt (like 
adults), and I was terrified. I was screaming.”

– Lily Moon, Los Altos

“I really liked what they did with (‘Spider-Man: Brand 
New Day’). It took (Spider-Man) back to his roots and 
there was a beautiful story arc for him that really mir-
rors what the comic book Spider-Man was all about.”

– Keith Sakata, San Francisco

“We saw ‘The Odyssey’ in IMAX, and it was epic and 
engrossing. I loved it.”

– Katie Jura, Los Altos
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use and value of AI. Primarily, as 
a means of leveling the playing 
field regardless of skill level. 

Labor implications 
One common concern raised 

about the introduction of AI in 
professional life is the possibility 
of this technology replacing en-
try-level positions, specifically 
in eliminating the work that in 
the past has built professional 
skills. 

For recent graduates en-
tering the workforce, options 
may seem limited. Within the 
world of computer engineering 
and programming, models like 
Claude are used to write code 
and perform tasks previously 
assigned to newer employees. 

Cherny noted that Claude 
has changed the workspace 
surrounding coding, adding 
that the program writes most, 
if not all, of the code used by 
Anthropic. 

“The difference between a 
professional software engineer 
that has been studying it for an 
entire career, like me, and some-
one that has never written a line 
of code will continue to shrink,” 

Cherny said. 
Cherny seemingly does not 

see this shift away from human-
written code as an inherent is-
sue. Rather, Cherny likened 
AI models, like Claude, to the 
invention of the printing press 
and the effects it had on Europe 
following the mid-1440s. 

“The printing press came 
out, and in the 50 years after 
the printing press came out 
in the 1400s in Europe, there 
was more literature produced 
in Europe than the 1,000 years 
before,” Cherny said. “Local lit-
eracy climbed as a result … (it 
became) this basic skill that ev-
eryone had, and what it took was 
building this automation that 
made it accessible to everyone.”

Cherny noted that prior to 
the printing press, reading and 
writing were skills almost ex-
clusive to the elite and trained 
professionals. But opening the 
skill of literacy to the general 
public allowed for widespread 
intellectual growth that eventu-
ally led to the Renaissance and 
Industrial Revolution. 

At the same time, the inven-
tion of the printing press meant 
that those who worked as scribes 
lost employment opportunities. 

Cherny compared the long-

term effects of increased lit-
eracy to the potential which AI 
models hold upon the world of 
computer programming and 
engineering.  

“The question I find myself 
asking isn’t what happens in the 
next year, but it’s what happens 
in the next 10 years or 20 years 
or 50 years. The first domino is 
the automation of coding, and 
then what does that unlock 
when anyone is able to code?” 
Cherny said. 

When later asked if a hypo-
thetical second-year computer 
science student should continue 
studying the discipline or switch 
departments, Cherny respond-
ed that they should “probably 
get a minor.” 

Cherny said that hiring with-
in the tech industry is shifting to 
focus on traits such as curiosity, 
good judgement and account-
ability, as opposed to ability and 
talent. In the past, these were 
traits that new employees could 
develop over time, but now it is 
the baseline expectation. 

“In the past, this was some-
thing that we expected of very 
senior engineers … nowadays, 
I’m actually realizing this is 

City Manager Gabriel Enge-
land and Planning Commis-
sion Liaison Stephanie Wil-
liams outlined the potential 
effects of Measure D during a 
Sept. 18 meeting of the Los Al-
tos Community Coalition. 

Measure D would prohibit 
the city from selling, leasing, 
conveying or declaring its 10 
downtown parking plazas sur-
plus without voter approval. It 
also would require voter ap-
proval of certain new uses or 
physical changes that reduce 
protected trees or diminish 
parking availability, access or 
convenience. Exceptions in-
clude maintenance and repair, 
community events and afford-
able housing development on 
plazas 7 and 8.

If Los Altos voters approve 
Measure D in November, the 
city would need to amend its 
state-approved housing ele-

ment and could be required 
to identify additional sites for 
housing, according to city of-
ficials.

They said replacement 
housing capacity could range 
from approximately 124 units 
to 1,000 units, depending on 
the outcome of the city’s re-
view, state housing oversight 
and potential litigation.

Los Altos’ housing element, 
which covers the 2023-2031 
planning period, calls for 1,958 
housing units across various 
income categories. It also in-
cludes approximately 640 units 
of surplus capacity and identi-
fies the 10 downtown plazas as 
potential housing sites, collec-
tively accounting for 124 units.

Engeland said the Califor-
nia Department of Housing 
and Community Development 
(HCD) informed the city in an 
August technical assistance 
letter that the housing element 
would need to be amended if 
Measure D is adopted. The city 

would need to assess whether 
the initiative creates a govern-
mental constraint on hous-
ing development and whether 
the plazas remain appropriate 
housing sites, then submit an 
amendment to HCD for review 
of the city’s compliance with 

state housing law.
The city’s roughly 640-unit 

surplus would not necessarily 
cover the loss of the 124 units, 
Engeland said, because the 
surplus is distributed among 
different income categories.

“The starting number is 

around 124,” Engeland said. 
“The upper number is around 
1,000.”

The higher estimate comes 
from a legal theory advanced 
by pro-housing non-profit 
YIMBY Law, which has said it 
is prepared to sue if Measure 
D passes and argues that the 
initiative violates state housing 
law, including Senate Bill 330. 
Engeland characterized the 
roughly 1,000-unit figure as 
an estimate based on that legal 
theory, not a determination by 
a court or state regulator.

If the plazas could no longer 
be counted as housing sites, 
the city would need to demon-
strate adequate housing capac-
ity elsewhere across required 
income categories. Options 
could include adding sites to 
the housing element, rezoning 
areas or increasing develop-
ment capacity through zoning 
changes.

By Julia Baum 
Town Crier Staff Writer

See HOUSING, Page 5

Measure D could trigger housing capacity changes

Clarke Condé/Town Crier 

With over 50 public outreach events, the public has had many oppor-
tunities to get their hands on proposed plans to redesign downtown 
parking plazas. Passage of Measure D would put the implementation 
of any such plans to a vote. 

See CLAUDE, Page 6

CLAUDE
From Page 1

This year, California is ex-
pected to experience a historic 
El Niño, with Governor Gavin 
Newsom declaring a state of 
emergency in order to mobilize 
statewide resources ahead of ex-
pected impacts. 

The fall and winter seasons 
bring potential danger, as climate 
scientists predict heavy rain and 
wind statewide. While Santa 
Clara County is not expected to 
receive the most severe of this 
weather, residents should still 
prepare for heavy storms which 
may bring flooding and infra-
structure damage. 

Charles Harris, senior public 
information and communica-
tions officer for the County of 
Santa Clara Office of Emergen-
cy Management, recommended 
that all residents sign up for emer-
gency alerts at AlertSCC.org. 

Harris also recommended that 
families utilize FEMA’s flood 
maps in order to determine spe-
cific flood risk surrounding their 

residence. 
“This map helps others iden-

tify what type of flood risk they 
have based on their specific loca-
tion,” Harris said. “This also helps 
individuals and families tailor 
their emergency plans and prepa-
rations for their specific needs.”

Harris stressed the impor-
tance of planning in case of emer-
gency, and said that households 
should prepare go-bags in case of 
evacuation and stay-kits in case of 
shelter-in-place orders. 

This includes utilizing sand-
bags if flooding occurs, which 
can be picked up from Valley Wa-
ter distribution sites after Nov. 1.

“We work closely with Valley 
Water to provide free sandbags 
for Santa Clara County residents 
and encourage the community 
to prepare now before the storms 
arrive,” Harris said. 

Harris also recommended that 
residents clean their rain gutters 
and ensure that these drainage 
systems are directed away from 
the home. 

See STORMS, Page 6

Preparations underway 
to face El Niño storms
By Ava Acharya
Town Crier Staff Writer
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council. 
June stated her main con-

cern clearly. “I don’t think we 
should do the rubber stuff be-
cause when I am doing those 
twirly monkey bars, I land on 
my hands and I don’t want to 
get hot hands and burn.” 

Other speakers took issue 
with the environmental impact 
of PIP as well as aesthetic con-
cerns. No speaker voiced sup-
port for the use of PIP.

As the comments were con-
cerning an item not on the 
agenda, council was unable to 
act at this time.

PIP
From Page 1

Los Altos City Council 
candidates’ forum
Town Crier Staff Report

This is the third in a series of questions we put to the candidates running for Los 
Altos City Council. This week: What is your view on the use of surveillance technol-
ogy for policing, i.e., Flock cameras, other ALPRs, drones? Any trade-offs with civil 
liberties or privacy concerns?

“We grant police surveillance powers while guard-
ing civil liberties, especially given the current federal 
administration’s casual disregard for constitutional 
guarantees. License plates exist because society does 
not permit anonymous vehicles. Our concern is offi-
cials outside local oversight searching our data. Given 
Flock’s lackluster reputation, we are actively seeking 
alternatives.”

– Larry Lang, Candidate for District 4

“ALPR technology can be an important investigative 
tool, but it requires strong safeguards and oversight. 
The unauthorized activation of Flock’s nationwide 
lookup feature shows policy alone is insufficient. Con-
tinued use must ensure city control of data, limited 
access and retention, regular audits, legal compliance, 
transparency and vendor accountability to the public.”

– Anky van Deursen, Candidate for District 2

“Public safety is a fundamental responsibility of city 
government. Los Altos should evaluate how surveil-
lance cameras can prevent and solve crime and sup-
port investigations, while protecting privacy and civil 
liberties. We need a balanced, thoughtful approach 
that uses technology effectively to keep our commu-
nity safe without compromising individual rights.”

– Lynette Lee Eng,, Candidate for District 2

Officials identified down-
town, El Camino Real, com-
mercial corridors and mul-
tifamily areas as potential 
locations for additional capac-
ity. They also noted that ap-
proximately 80% of the city is 
zoned for single-family resi-
dential development, which 
limits capacity without rezon-
ing.

Engeland said his “best pro-
fessional guess” is that housing 
development on plazas 7 and 8 
would reduce the roughly 250 
existing parking spaces there. 
The initiative also could affect 

a shared-use agreement involv-
ing Safeway’s parking garage if 
surrounding parking falls be-
low a specified threshold.

If HCD determines the city 
is no longer in substantial com-
pliance with its housing ele-
ment, possible consequences 
could include state enforce-
ment, impacts on some state 
funding, referral to the state at-
torney general and, under cer-
tain circumstances, a builder’s 
remedy or loss of local land-use 
authority. Measure D’s passage 
would not automatically trig-
ger a builder’s remedy; those 
outcomes would depend on 
HCD’s determination and the 
city’s subsequent actions.

HOUSING
From Page 4
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Program

Learn who was left out of the 
Declaration of Independence’s 
promises of freedom and equality at 
Not Quite Created Equal?, a talk by 
Stanford historian Caroline Winterer. 
Wed, Oct 21, 5:30-7pm. Held at the 
Museum and on Zoom. $15/person, 
$10 for members. 

Become a Museum member and 
enjoy free or reduced admission 
to our programs and events, like 
educational lectures, block parties, 
and Train Day. Visit losaltoshistory.
org/join

Join!

View The Spirit of ‘76: Reflecting 
on America’s 250th, an interactive 
exhibition commemorating the 
country’s semiquincentennial. On 
display through Nov 8, 2026.

Exhibit

Los Altos History Museum • 51 So. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos
650-948-9427 • losaltoshistory.org

OPEN THURS-SUN, NOON - 4PM

FREE ADMISSION TO E XHIBITS!FREE ADMISSION TO E XHIBITS!

Explore the experience of homelessness 
through the heartfelt narratives of 32 
individuals in The Road I Call Home, 
accompanied by photographic portraits 
from the lens of multi-award winning 
photographer Randy Bacon. On display 
Nov 19, 2026 - Jan 24, 2027.

Exhibit

SUNNYVALE MARKET
~ Family owned since 1976 ~

1356 S. Mary Avenue, SUNNYVALE(408) 212-4928

The Freshest Produce in Town!The Freshest Produce in Town!

5$ off
when purchase 

$50 or more.

PRESENT THIS AD FOR:

Los Altos–Based Home Care Agency
Enhancing the quality of life for seniors 
and peace of mind for their families.

See how we make a difference- 
CONTACT US TODAY!

(650) 600-8108    www.starlightcaregivers.com

something where it doesn’t de-
pend on seniority,” Cherny said. 
“This is like a personality trait, 
or maybe something that people 
work over time.” 

Safety
Earlier this month, AI re-

searcher Jacob Coxon quit An-
thropic citing worries that the 
industry push to build self-im-
proving AI systems threatened 
to destroy humanity, according 
to reporting by the Wall Street 
Journal.  

Coxon voiced fears that the 
technology they were develop-
ing would soon grow beyond hu-

man control. And Coxon is not 
alone in his fears as, according to 
the Wall Street Journal report, 
several industry leaders have 
warned against the dangers of 
unmitigated growth. 

Coxon said that Anthropic’s 
existing safety and policy meth-
ods were not enough, as indus-
try competition has forced safety 
concerns to the wayside. 

Outside of Anthropic, Ope-
nAI has been in the news for a 
recent Hugging Face hack which 
left many worried about the po-
tential dangers of AI systems 
acting independently of human 
input. 

Cherny emphasized the im-
portance of AI safety, adding 
that it is a guiding principle for 

everyone working at Anthropic. 
“Anthropic is an AI safety lab, 

the reason every person is at An-
thropic is for AI safety,” Cherny 
said. “If you just ask someone in 
the hallway ‘why are you here?’ 
their answer will probably be ‘I 
am here because I care deeply 
about AI safety.’”

Cherny describes some of 
the ways in which Anthropic is 
studying and implementing safe-
guards as a means of protection 
against these common concerns. 

“When you talk about safety, 
there’s different ways to evaluate 
it,” Cherny said. “The most basic 
level is you do evals … the model 
is essentially in a petri dish, and 

CLAUDE
From Page 4

On a more localized level, 
the city of Los Altos is inspect-
ing and clearing storm drains 
and local creeks in order to en-
sure unobstructed water flow, 
according to city Community 
Services Director Manuel Her-
nandez. 

“As we approach the winter 
season, our team is taking pro-
active steps to ensure our city’s 
infrastructure is fully prepared 
for upcoming winter storms and 
heavy rainfall,” Hernandez said.

A part of these preparations 
also includes inspecting and 
trimming local trees, when 
necessary, to lessen the risk of 
falling limbs injuring residents 
or damaging properties. 

 “Our top priority is maintain-
ing public safety and minimiz-
ing potential damage or flooding 
across our community,” Hernan-
dez added. 

In Mountain View, the city 
is making an interdepartmental 
effort to prepare ahead of heavy 
storms. This includes efforts 
from the city’s public works, 
community services, police and 
fire departments. 

Robert Maitland, the MV 
Fire Department’s public in-
formation officer and office of 
emergency services coordinator, 
said that residents should be sure 
to clear rain gutter debris, check 
roof seals, keep emergency sup-
plies on hand and be wary of 
road flooding.  

“Never drive through flooded 
roadways,” Maitland said. 

Sandbags will be available to 
residents at the city’s municipal 
operations center at 231 North 
Whisman Road. When picking 
up sandbags, residents should 

bring a shovel to fill said sand-
bags, Maitland added. 

Public works crews are in the 
process of clearing key drain-
age channels, including Stevens 
Creek and Permanente Creek, in 
order to reduce flood risk, Mai-
tland said. 

“Emergency personnel, 
swift-water response equip-
ment and tree-clearing crews 
are placed on standby during 
major weather alerts to quickly 
respond to downed trees, local-
ized flooding, power outages, or 
street blockages,” Maitland said. 

In case of a downed power 
line, Maitland instructed resi-
dents to call PG&E immediately 
at (800) 743-5000. In the case of 
non-emergency storm-related 
issues, residents can reach the 
city’s public services depart-
ment at (650) 903-6329, or use 
Ask MV. 

Los Altos Hills Public Works 
Director WooJae Kim said, “The 
town is proactively preparing for 
the upcoming winter storm sea-
son.”

Kim listed drainage main-
tenance, sandbag stations and 

public tree assessments as some 
of these key preparations, as well 
as planning for emergency re-
sponse as needed. 

In September, the city of Los 
Altos Hills put out a notice to res-
idents in preparation of El Niño 
storms. This notice reminded 
property owners to maintain 
their private drainage systems, 
privately owned storm drain 
inlets, drainage ditches, swales, 
culverts, creeks and more. 

The notice also reminded 
property owners that they are 
responsible for maintaining and 
trimming trees on their own 
property. 

“Proper maintenance of 
drainage facilities and trees can 
help reduce the risk of localized 
flooding, erosion, stormwater 
runoff onto neighboring prop-
erties and public roads, property 
damage, power outages and road 
closures,” the notice reads. “Tak-
ing these steps before the rainy 
season can help protect your 
property, neighboring proper-
ties and public infrastructure 
and contribute to a safer and 
more resilient community.”

Clarke Condé/Town Crier 

Clearing fallen branches and other debris from waterways like those 
seen here in Stevens Creek in May is a critical step in preventing flooding. 

See CLAUDE, Page 7

STORMS
From Page 4
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you want to see what it does in 
this petri dish.” 

This kind of evaluation in-
cludes giving AI models nega-
tive or harmful prompts in a 
controlled setting and watching 
the way in which they respond, 
a process which Cherny likens 
to the neurons that fire when an 
animal thinks, reacts and makes 
connections. 

Researchers and developers 
can then record and prevent that 
specific response within the sys-
tem, preventing it from carrying 
through on negative prompts, 
Cherny said. 

“We put it in this very con-
torted situation that wouldn’t 
happen to see if we can push it 
to do some behavior that is mis-
aligned or bad, so that we can 
study it and then prevent it,” 
Cherny said. “You look for these 
neurons that activate during an 
attack, and if you notice this, you 
just shut things down.”

Cherny reiterated that AI 
safety is a serious concern, and 
something that Anthropic staff 
are aware of. With technology 

as powerful as AI, there are risks 
which grow as the technology 
itself grows.  

“It is excellent at finding se-
curity vulnerabilities … and it’s 
able to do actually quite scary 
stuff, and it’s going to be able to 
do even scarier stuff,” Cherny 
said. “Like any technology, 
there’s good and there’s bad. We 
have to make sure that it’s used 
for good things, and we limit the 
bad outcomes as much as pos-
sible.” 

This line of thought begs the 
question: When this “bad stuff” 
happens, who is responsible? 
Where does the accountability 
and blame lie when a machine is 
undertaking negative actions? 

Cherny was unable to fully 
answer this question; instead, 
he said that responsibility de-
pends on personal belief sur-
rounding whether or not AI is 
capable of independent thought 
and action. 

“I don’t know how we can 
answer that. I would want to 
talk to lawyers and ethicists,” 
Cherny said. “Maybe it comes 
down to, do you think the mod-
el has agency or some elements 
of humanity?” 

CLAUDE
From Page 6

The future of AI
Cherny noted that the prod-

ucts Anthropic puts forward 
have continually seen growth in 
usage across the planet, adding 
that the products themselves 
have continually increased 
their capabilities. 

“The model moves so quick-
ly, it just keeps moving. It’s ex-
ponential,” Cherny said. “It’s 
weird because it should stop at 
some point, but it doesn’t. It just 
keeps going up.”

Cherny liked the nature of 
AI models’ growth to that of 
living organisms, relating the 
study of AI as more closely tied 
to social sciences than techno-
logical sciences. 

“It doesn’t feel like science, 
it doesn’t feel like designing ar-
chitectural systems in the way 
that I used to do as an engineer. 
It feels more empirical,” Cherny 
said. “You have to figure out 
what the model wants, and then 
you kind of build that.”

Cherny described the way 
in which Claude’s capabilities 
have grown since it was first 
created, starting as something 
unreliable with few tools into 
something which, he feels, An-

thropic is able to use in reliable 
product development. 

“As the model got more in-
telligent, I found sometime in 
November of last year, I real-
ized I just hadn’t been editing 
code by hand at all anymore,” 
Cherny said. “It was like a cou-
ple weeks of just Claude writing 
all of my code, and I just didn’t 
even realize it. It just kind of 
happened because he was so 
good at it.”

At the same time, Cherny 
feels that the future of AI may 
not lie in the current systems 
at all, at least not in the forms 
in which they were introduced. 

“I’m actually really excited 
for the day when we can delete 
pilot code, and when someone 
on the team can come up with 
the next thing,” Cherny said. 
“The model is so capable that I 
think at this point Claude code 
is holding it back, and there 
could be some new form factor 
that’s discovered.” 

While Cherny, among oth-
ers, look at this level of growth 
as new potential, others in the 
industry, like Coxon, see this 
kind of growth as a detrimental 
force that poses serious threats. 

Additionally, some fear that 
the cultural and economic em-
phasis put on AI development is 
an unnecessary resource drain, 
specifically in the widespread 
creation of data centers. 

“Whenever there’s a tech-
nological revolution, you have 
to invest in infrastructure to 
deliver that to people so they 
can actually experience it,” 
Cherny said, relating AI data 
centers to early power lines 
which brought electricity to 
the public. 

“Over time, technology im-
proved, and we invented … bet-
ter and better ways to deliver 
electricity. So I think it’s like 
that,” Cherny added.

The direction of AI expan-
sion can be very difficult to pre-
dict, both in the sense of the 
technology’s evolution and the 
industry’s economic impact, 
Cherny said. 

“When you build a product 
… it’s really hard to size the to-
tal available market. It’s hard to 
know how long the curve will 
keep going,” Cherny said. “I 
have learned to just stop fore-
casting because there is no way 
to guess.”
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Los Altos District 2 residents 
gathered informally at Grant 
Park on Thursday, Sept. 24, for 
an evening of community out-
reach and conversation.

According to the event fly-
er, the gathering was intended 
to provide an opportunity for 
residents to learn more about 
Measure D and meet several 
candidates, including Jason 
Lin, who is running for Fre-
mont Union High School Dis-
trict trustee; Lynette Lee Eng, 
a candidate for Los Altos City 
Council District 2; and David 
Poll, who is running for the Los 
Altos School District Board.

Poll was not in attendance, 
while Lin was represented by a 

campaign representative. Lee 
Eng was there and spent time 
talking with neighbors and sup-
porters.

The gathering also included 
one of the leaders of the Yes on 
Measure D campaign. At one 
point, she approached me and, 
in a roundabout way, asked me 
to leave because I was there rep-
resenting the Town Crier and 
would not be fair. Come on, 
please, I am here to tell their 
story.

There was also a disagree-
ment involving a couple who 
attended the gathering carry-
ing No on Measure D signs. The 
couple was told they could not 
stand in what was described as 
a reserved public space for the 
meeting. That interaction raised 
an obvious question: If the 

event was advertised as an op-
portunity to learn more about 
Measure D, shouldn’t residents 
on both sides of the issue be able 
to attend and participate in a 
public park?

For me, one of the highlights 
of the evening was meeting Ly-
nette Lee Eng for the first time. 
Since I live in District 2, I was 
particularly interested in talk-
ing with her about the upcom-
ing City Council race.

I asked Ms. Eng why she 
had not attended the commu-
nity center meeting featuring 
Mr. Lang and Ms. van Deursen 
on the same evening. She ex-
plained that if the meeting had 
been held in District 2, she 
would have attended.

I thought that was a terrific 
idea. Perhaps the candidates 

and residents should consider 
holding more community meet-
ings right here in District 2, 
where neighbors can ask ques-
tions and hear directly from 
the people seeking to represent 
them.

I stayed and chatted with Ms. 
Eng for a while longer. She was 
gracious, engaging and willing 
to talk with residents, and I look 
forward to continuing the con-
versation with her.

Community gatherings like 
this can be valuable when they 
provide residents with an oppor-
tunity to hear different perspec-
tives, ask questions and make 
their own decisions. Hopefully, 
future meetings will welcome 
everyone who wants to partici-
pate – regardless of which side 
of an issue they support.

After countless conversa-
tions, letters to the editor and 
weekly reporting, the Town 
Crier editorial board has found 
three main problems with Mea-
sure D.

The first is that Measure D is 
unnecessary. Citizen initiatives 
are fundamentally a last resort 
when government has been un-
responsive to the needs of the 
citizens it represents. It’s hard 
to argue this was a necessary last 
resort while elections go unop-
posed, and board and commis-
sion seats go empty. We have a 
system that works pretty well if 
you get involved. You just have 
to raise your hand and partici-
pate.

The second is that Measure 
D was poorly drafted. Clearly, 
the idea behind Measure D was 
to put to a vote any theater, park 
or parking garage project on the 
parking plazas in downtown Los 
Altos. While the merits of that 
are debatable, that is not how the 
measure was written. Instead, 
the text of Measure D was writ-

Comment
Peek into the Past

Courtesy of Los Altos History Museum 

Captain Merx’s Fruit House was built in the 1890s at Robleda 
Avenue and Dori Lane in Los Altos Hills. Purissima School held 
classes there during construction of its one-room schoolhouse 
in 1901-1902. When this image was taken in the 1970s, it was a 
stable. The building, now a memory, was crushed by a nearby oak 
in the 2020s.
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Reporter’s Notebook

ten in such a way that it impacts 
our Housing Element and there-
fore the mighty State of Califor-
nia. If the measure had included 
the phrase “except housing,” we 
would be discussing what to do 
with the parking plazas instead 
of how to avoid lawsuits, Build-
er’s Remedy and rezoning. 

Finally, passing Measure D 
is the exact opposite of getting 
a more responsive government 
and locally controlled planning. 
Some might believe that Mea-
sure D gives the people a voice; 
that once the people have spo-
ken, elected officials and city 
staff will have to listen to them. 
It doesn’t work that way. In-
stead, if Measure D passes, staff 
and elected officials will have 
less time to spend listening to 
what Los Altos residents want 
because they will have to spend 
more time listening to what law-
yers, real estate developers and 
bureaucrats in state government 
want.  

While the specific impacts 
of Measure D remain cloudy 
– lawsuits, Builder’s Remedy, 
Housing Element recertifica-

District 2 gathering brings neighbors together 
to discuss Measure D
By Maria Crowder
Town Crier Staff Writer

tions, zoning changes  – one 
thing is certain: Mitigating 
those impacts will be done by 
elected officials and city staff at 
the expense of doing something 
else for the city. There is only 
so much time in the day. Do we 
really want city staff spending 
their days doing damage con-
trol?

The point of Measure D is 
well taken. Our community is 

changing and the residents want 
a say in how that change hap-
pens. Fair enough. While we 
agree with that premise, Mea-
sure D doesn’t actually do that. 
Instead, it just makes things 
harder for Los Altos. 

Let’s defeat Measure D and 
move on to the thoughtful, hon-
est conversations about the di-
rection of our community we all 
deserve as neighbors. 
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The New World
October 3 & 4, 2026

at the California Theatre

SymphonySanJose.orgSymphonySanJose.org

Come early to celebrate the launch of Symphony San Jose’s 25th Anniversary
Season! Enjoy a complimentary sip of champagne, live music, ballet dancers,
special performances, and more as the California Theatre comes alive for an
evening of music, history, and community.
Subscribe and save, starting at $33/ticket. 

Celebrate 250 years of the American spirit with music that reflects the nation’s
past, present, and promise.

Aaron Copland’s Billy the Kid has become synonymous with the American West.
Drawing on folk tunes, wide-open harmonies, and cinematic energy, Copland
captures the myth, optimism, and rugged individualism that helped shape the
American imagination.

Pianist Joyce Yang, known for her brilliance, depth, and expressive power,
delivers the Bay-area premiere of Jonathan Leshnoff’s Rhapsody on America—a
lyrical meditation on the American spirit that weaves together sweeping
virtuosity, intimate reflection, and propulsive rhythmic energy.

Antonín Dvořák’s greatest work, his New World Symphony, was composed
during his time in the United States. Inspired by American landscapes and
musical traditions, this symphony remains a profound reflection of cultural
identity, hope, and discovery—ideas at the very core of the American experiment.

Tickets start at $35. Contact us to learn more about our group discounts, our $25
Soundcheck Pass for patrons aged 5–25 (valid for eight Saturday night concerts!), and
50% off for patrons under 17.

As popular technology con-
tinues to evolve, the solutions 
to relevant and noteworthy is-
sues may lie in understanding 
the past. 

Mountain View’s Computer 
History Museum strives to 
bring the evolution of wearable 
tech to life through its upcom-
ing exhibit, “Extended Reality: 
Visions of the Future.” 

“It’s sort of the perfect 
chance to look back and look 
forward,” said Marc Weber, 
exhibit curator and founder of 
the museum’s Internet History 
Program. “By understanding 
the past, it’ll help you invent 
the future … there’s something 

to be learned.”
The exhibit opens to the 

public on Oct. 1, and will fea-
ture about 100 carefully select-
ed extended reality (XR) head-
sets. XR serves as an umbrella 
that includes the development 
of augmented reality (AR) 
technology as well as virtual 
reality (VR) tech. 

The display combines the 
museum’s collection with 
pieces belonging to Next Com-
puting Frontier co-founders 

Bernard Kress and Rachel Tan. 
This tech will be showcased 
alongside a comprehensive 
timeline spanning roughly 60 
years of the XR’s continued 
evolution. 

“These 100-plus headsets 
show all the work people have 
put in for 70 years on making 
this vision come true,” Weber 
said. “(There is) an amazing 
variety of incredibly clever so-
lutions to all sorts of problems, 
because it’s not easy.”

The exhibit will encourage 
people to learn how XR tech 
developed, while considering 
what the future may hold, We-
ber said. 

The exhibit’s timeline starts 
with Ivan Sutherland’s head-
mounted 3D display, common-
ly referred to as the “Sword of 
Damocles,” which was created 

in the late 1960s and is widely 
regarded as the earliest head-
mounted augmented real-
ity display. It will also feature 
more recent iterations of this 
technology, such as the Meta 
smart glasses and Apple Vision 
Pro. 

See COMPUTER, Page 10

Computer History Museum 
launches new exhibit 
focused on extended reality
By Ava Acharya
Town Crier Staff Writer

Courtesy of the Computer History Museum 

Ivan Sutherland’s head-mounted 3D display. This piece of tech was 
first created in the late 1960s and is commonly referred to as “The 
Sword of Damocles.”

“It’s sort of the perfect chance to look back and look for-
ward. By understanding the past, it’ll help you invent 
the future … there’s something to be learned.”

Marc Weber, Exhibit Curator
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For the opening of The 
Morning Forum’s 76th season, 
investigative reporter Lowell 
Bergman shared with his au-
dience many anecdotes from 
the numerous topics he has 
investigated during his over 
50-year career as a renowned 
investigative journalist.

But his talk focused on a 
project he began in 2019 upon 
retiring from his position at 
UC Berkeley, where he found-
ed the investigative report-
ing program at the Graduate 
School of Journalism. Still a 

work in progress, “The Reck-
oning” evolved from questions 
that have haunted Bergman 
since 2015: Why do so many 
of our media outlets no lon-
ger embrace the core values 
of honesty and commitment 
to the public interest that had 
been in place since the begin-
ning of public access to radio 
after World War I? And why is 
it so hard for the government 
to enforce basic standards of 
good journalism that inspired 
young reporters like Bergman 
to pursue a career in the hey-
day of investigative journal-
ism?

With a resume that includes 

serving as both a producer and 
reporter for prominent news 
organizations that include 
ABC News, The New York 
Times,  PBS’ “Frontline” and 
“60 Minutes,”  Bergman has 
won nearly every award in in-
vestigative journalism, includ-
ing a Pulitzer Prize and mul-
tiple DuPonts, Peabodys and 
Emmys. Bergman’s investiga-
tion of the tobacco industry 
for “60 Minutes” was featured 
in the 1999 feature film “The 
Insider,” in which Bergman 
was played by Al Pacino.

His latest project, Bergman 
explained, reflects his despair 
that our country, once the 
standard bearer for respon-
sible journalism, has lost in-
terest in caring about whether 
the media serves the public in-
terest by adhering to the truth.

Bergman recounted that 
100 years ago, President Her-
bert Hoover and his admin-
istration understood the im-
portance of regulating the 
exciting new era of radio com-
munication. To get a license to 
broadcast, radio stations had 
to focus on serving the public 
interest and presenting factual 
news stories.

In 1961, Newton Minow, 
the chairman of the FCC 
under President Kennedy, 
promoted the importance of 
public interest when he cri-
tiqued commercial television 
for becoming a “vast waste-
land.” Under this “new sheriff 
in town,” television stations 
expanded their nightly news 
coverage from 15 minutes to 
30, started producing fact-
based documentaries, and 
provided children’s program-
ming.

The coverage of the Civil 
Rights movement ensured 
that viewers from other parts 
of the country saw the injus-
tices that African Americans 
still endured in the South. 

In 1964, the landmark Su-
preme Court decision New 
York Times Co. v. Sullivan 
freed news organizations from 
the fear of being sued unless 
they willfully lied with malice. 
In short,  Bergman quipped, 
“public interest trumped free 
speech issues.”

Bergman described how in 
the ’80s and ’90s, when work-
ing at ABC and CBS, “we 
carefully fact-checked every-
thing so we weren’t vulnerable 
to lawsuits.”

The beginning of the de-
mise of our media standards, 
Bergman believes, started at 
the end of Reagan’s second 
term when the government 
repealed many of the FCC’s 
regulations. Previously, no 
network could own more 
than three stations, but that 

limit was abolished. By the 
1990s, a conservative group 
had bought thousands of sta-
tions across the country, and 
commentators like Rush Lim-
baugh thrived by spreading 
disinformation and stoking up 
hatred across the country.

In 2015, when Donald 
Trump started dominat-
ing the nation’s news, Berg-
man said, it was clear that he 
had no concern for the truth. 
Few people seemed to care. 
Trump’s attitude toward the 
media as a vehicle to tell lies 
that would ensure his assump-
tion of power was a chilling 
reminder of what took place 
in Germany almost a century 
ago, Bergman pointed out.

The Morning Forum of Los 
Altos meets the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month at 
Los Altos United Methodist 
Church, 655 Magdalena Ave. 
Meetings are also livestreamed. 
For more information, see 
morningforum.org.

Legendary investigative reporter explains the 
need to return to a responsible press
By Nancy Ginsburg Gil
The Morning Forum

Photo by Kathryn Tomaino 

Lowell Bergman, speaking at The Morning Forum Sept. 15 in Los Altos.

“You have to fool the eye and 
the ear to make you think that 
you’re in another place, or that 
your actual reality around you 
has things added that are not 
in fact real,” Weber said. “And 
the big question – are we there 
yet?” 

Specifically, Weber noted 
current concerns surrounding 
both the implementation of ar-
tificial intelligence in modern 

products, as well as popular 
concerns surrounding privacy. 

Understanding the core 
goals and mechanisms behind 
early headsets offers valuable 
insight into how this technol-
ogy can best be used to serve 
the general public, Weber said.  

The Computer History Mu-
seum will host several interac-
tive demonstrations, spanning 
from October to January, to 
give visitors more tangible ex-
perience with these pieces of 
technology. 

As this technology becomes 
incorporated into everyday life, 
understanding where it came 
from holds great importance, 
Weber said. 

“So many people will realize 
that something they thought 
was brand new has this long 
history, and it’s often like an 
iceberg,” Weber said. “There’s 
an interesting lineage histori-
cally.”

For more information, see 
computerhistory.org.

COMPUTER
From Page 9
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Licensed Contractor C27 – 1103054 | C36 – 1156276

Need a Licensed Plumber 
Or Landscaper? 

Call Jose Diaz for a quote!

(408)702-8818

♦ Irrigation Specialists
♦ Landscape Design
♦ Smart Timers

♦ Plumbing Service
♦ Sewer system, water main, 
crawl space/camera inspection

CALL CRISTINA TODAY!
(408) 806-1415 or (408) 578-5489 

DIANA’S PROFESSIONAL
HOUSECLEANING

Family business with experienced, reliable 
and dependable professionals.

Low rates with great Los Altos references.
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Community

A local resident and a popu-
lar nearby preserve were each 
recently recognized in the 
Midpeninsula Regional Open 
Space District’s annual photo 
contest.

Mountain View resident 
Ksenia Kolosova was among 
the six winners, taking top 
honors in the People in Nature 
category for her photo of peo-
ple hiking on a trail at Purisima 
Creek Redwoods Open Space 
Preserve in Half Moon Bay.

A photo of a young bobcat 
at Rancho San Antonio Open 
Space Preserve, which borders 
Los Altos and Cupertino, won 
the Wildlife category; Shravan 
Sundaram of Martinez took 
the shot.

Sundaram said his winning 
photograph came unexpect-
edly while on a short evening 
walk at Rancho San Antonio 
with his father.

“I definitely didn’t expect 
to get that image or have such 
a good encounter that day, but 
that’s sometimes how wildlife 
photography goes,” he said. 
Sundaram spent 20-30 min-
utes observing the bobcat as 

it played, hunted and rested. 
Rather than simply photo-
graphing the animal, Sunda-
ram said he tried to capture its 
behavior. “This photo shows 
more character and behavior,” 
he said. “I think this photo 
kind of captured a pause in its 
play.”

Sundaram added that he 
has been taking wildlife photos 
for about 15 years. His inter-
est began as a child when he 

watched Cooper’s hawks nest-
ing near his apartment. When 
he turned 11, he began taking 
photos with a basic camera. 

While Sundaram’s photo 
captured wildlife found at Mid-
pen’s most popular preserve, 
Kolosova’s image highlighted 
people enjoying nature while 
exercising. Kolosova could not 
be reached for comment but 

See PHOTO, Page 13

Mountain View photographer among 
winners of Midpen photo contest
By Natasha Bandil 
Town Crier Editorial Intern 

Photo by Shravan Sundaram/Courtesy of Midpen 

Shravan Sundaram’s photo of a young bobcat at nearby Rancho San 
Antonio Open Space Preserve won the  Wildlife category of Midpenin-
sula Regional Open Space District’s annual photo contest.
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You can reach me by text: 650-799-2852
or by email: petsbycaroline@yahoo.com

Former Stanford nurse with 
years of experience caring 
for many family pets.
If you need extra care while 
you are away, I would love to 
provide your pets with the 
special care you give them.

Community

As a way to honor her late 
husband, Los Altos resident 
Barbara Reyneri and her fam-
ily have donated $6 million to 
the nonprofit Friends of Santa 
Cruz State Parks, according 
to executive director Bonny 
Hawley. The money will go 
toward rebuilding Big Basin 
Redwoods State Park.

Barbara – who declined an 
interview request – said in a 
statement that her husband, 
Cesare Reyneri, who died in 
2024, “had a deep apprecia-
tion for nature.”

Hawley, who confirmed the 
donation, said the Reyneris 

pledged the money last year. 
The donation was announced 
publicly Sept. 14.

We’re just so grateful for 
this donation, and we really 
hope that it will inspire oth-
ers to give,” Hawley said. “It’s 
going to take both private 
philanthropy and also govern-
ment support for the sufficient 
funds to restore the park and 
reopen.”

Since the wildfire that 
scorched most of Big Basin in 
2020, Hawley said only a few 
trails and parts of the park 
have been open to the public. 
Now, with the donation, the 
organization is building the 
Redwood Ecology Interpre-
tive Center, where visitors will 

be able to learn about the park.
The Reyneri family discov-

ered Big Basin soon after mov-
ing to the Bay Area in 1959, 
according to Barbara’s state-
ment, and often returned to 
hike and host picnics.  

“This gift is to help revital-
ize and reimagine Big Basin so 
that future families can enjoy 
it as much as we have,” Bar-
bara said. 

Will Fourt, senior park and 
recreation specialist for Cali-
fornia State Parks, said the do-
nation and the family’s efforts 
to preserve the park inspired 
him. 

“I have not seen a donation 
of this magnitude from a sin-
gle donor in my career work-
ing for both state parks and for 
the county,” Fourt said. “It was 
really inspiring to have met 
the family and talked about 
what they’re interested in, and 
to learn that they did intend 
to make a donation like that 
for Big Basin shows how much 
this park means to people and 
the work that we’re doing to 
rebuild the park is important.” 

To celebrate the donation, 
Friends of Santa Cruz State 
Parks hosted a picnic for the 
family Sept. 12 and reviewed 
the plans for the Redwood 
Ecology Interpretive Center, 
Hawley said. 

Barbara said in the state-
ment that she hopes the new 
building will create a space 
where people can enjoy the 
outdoors and nature just as her 
husband had. 

“We have met the park’s 
interpretive staff and are so 
impressed by their dedication 
and talents,” Barbara said. 
“The spirit of the park shines 
through them and helps peo-
ple understand and appreciate 
the majesty of their surround-
ings. We were particularly en-
thused to hear about the youth 
programs which will take 

place in this new center, and 
hope that future generations 
will be inspired to steward this 
beautiful place. We hope the 
Redwood Ecology Interpre-
tive Center provides a fitting 
space for this work.”

For more information on the 
rebuilding of the park, see rei-
maginingbigbasin.org.

Los Altos family donates $6 million to help rebuild Big Basin
By Olivia Levesque Ouellette
Town Crier Editorial Intern

Courtesy of Bonny Hawley 

Barbara Reyneri, left, is shown plans for Big Basin Redwoods State Park’s 
Redwood Ecology Interpretive Center, which her family is funding.
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City priority rankings are noted below and occupancy requirements apply. Household 
income verification required to qualify.
Priority 1 - School staff, City of Los Altos employees, and fire department staff serving 
the City of Los Altos, as further defined on the City’s website.
Priority 2 - Persons who have lived or worked in the City of Los Altos for the past two years, 
or who are required to relocate due to Council action, as further defined on City’s website.
Priority 3 - Persons who work in the City of Los Altos or have previously lived in the 
City of Los Altos for specific time frames, or have specific family in the City of Los Altos, 
as further defined on City’s website.
Priority 4 - Persons who live or work in Santa Clara County at the time of application.

City of Los Altos

BELOW-MARKET-RATE (BMR) 
RENTAL PROGRAM

14 1-Bedroom BMR Units 
Maximum Income Limits - One Person $113,700 Two Persons $129,950 Three

Persons $146,200 (80% Average Median Income for Santa Clara County)
15 2-Bedroom BMR Units

Maximum Income Limits - Two Persons $129,950 Three Persons $146,200
Four Persons $162,400 Five Persons $175,400 

(80% Average Median Income for Santa Clara County)

You can obtain application information at:
https://www.losaltosca.gov/212/Affordable-Housing

If you have questions, please e-mail Monica Gallardo-Melkesian at
mgallardo@losaltosca.gov

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Friday, October 9th, 2026, 4:00pm

HARKEN APARTMENTS, 5150 El Camino Real

CAFEVITALE.COM
6 5 0 - 5 5 9 - 1 5 0 0  |  9 8 7  F R E M O N T  AV E ,  LO S  A LTO S

ITALIAN NIGHTS
Featuring Benito Rossetti and 

his accordion 
October 9th + 23rd

LIVE PIANO MUSIC
Featuring Nancy Lane

October 12th + 26th

Full-service bar, indoor & outdoor dining, private events

LUNCH
MON - FRI 11:30AM - 2:30PM

SAT  &  S U N  1 2 P M  -  4 P M

DINNER
M O N  -  F R I  5 P M  -  9 P M

SAT  &  S U N  4 P M  -  9 P M

S P E C I A L  EV E N T S

LANDSCAPING

CALL 650-279-3748 FOR INQUIRIES

Our Services:
• Lawn maintenance
• Landscaping
• Clean up

• Fence installation
• Irrigation systems
• New lawns
• Lights installation

Molina’sMolina’sCommunity

Pet of the Week: Paco

Courtesy of Pets In Need 

Meet Paco, a lovable gentle giant looking for his person! Paco is playful, affectionate, exceptionally 
well-behaved and always eager to please.

He loves being included in whatever you have planned. Running errands? Browsing your favorite 
stores? Heading out for an adventure? Paco is the ultimate sidekick. He walks beautifully on leash, is 
an amazing car companion and charms just about everyone he meets with his friendly nature.

At home, he’s just as happy playing with his toys, hanging out with a dog friend or curling up on the 
couch for a well-earned nap. Most of all, Paco loves people and affection – and will happily lean in for 
all the hugs and cuddles you’re willing to give.

For more information on Paco, see petsinneed.org/pet/paco.

did provide a statement about 
her photo as part of the entry 
process. “The scene bridged 
the things I love most about 
our local open spaces: the maj-
esty of nature and the joy of 
shared experience,” Kolosova 
wrote. 

Kolosova also noted that 
photography provides a way 
to stay connected with fam-
ily members living around the 
world. Her grandfather is a 
photographer, whom she looks 
up to, and the two connect by 
sharing their work. 

Kolosova and Sundaram 

each received an REI gift card 
and a Midpen swag bag for 
placing first in their respective 
categories. Now in its 17th year, 
the photo contest received 125 
entries, according to Midpen 
Public Affairs Specialist Ryan 
McCauley. All entries featured 
photos taken at one of Los 
Altos-based Midpen’s 27 pre-
serves in the Bay Area. Win-
ners were announced Sept. 3.

According to Midpen public 
affairs administrative assistant 
Gabi Navarrete, who orga-
nized the contest, the annual 
event gives people an oppor-
tunity to experience familiar 
preserves through another’s 
perspective. “It’s a chance to 

see our preserves from such 
unique perspectives,” Navarre-
te said. “With each submission, 
I notice something brand new 
about our preserves.” 

McCauley said the contest 
helps introduce people to na-
ture and accessible open spac-
es around them. “The more 
that we can capture them and 
display that beauty and show 
others and use that to sort of 
inspire folks, teach them about 
the open space and nature 
that’s in their backyard, the 
better,” McCauley said. 

To view all of the winning 
photos, see tinyurl.com/Mid-
PenPhotos.

PHOTO
From Page 11
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ALL ARE WELCOME

Saturday & 
Sunday, 
October 3–4
Watch live on YouTube 
at  
9:00 AM & 1:00 PM

JOIN US FOR LDS 
GENERAL CONFERENCE To list your Religious Organization,  

please email Janice at 
JaniceF@Latc.com

9:00 Contemporary Service
and Sunday School

11:00 Traditional Service & Choir

1715 Grant Road • Los Altos
BETWEEN FOOTHILL BLVD. & FREMONT AVE.

650-967-4906 • www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN LOS ALTOS

Come Share the Spirit

1715 Grant Road, Los Altos
650-967-4906  •  www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN  
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS

Inspirational messages and 
great music! Please 

visit our website 
at ilclosaltos.com 

for more information!

Join us online or in person 
for worship at 10 am! 

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012

office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Link

Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10am In-Person & Online

www.LosAltosLutheran.org

Los Altos Lutheran Church

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

RELIGIOUS DIRECTORY

Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D. Stanley, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church

473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos

Sat:   8 am
Sun:  8 am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French)
M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm

Sat:  4 pm
Sun: 9 am, 11 am*, 5 pm
         *in-person & livestream

St. William Church
611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

Mass Schedule Mass Schedule

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

UNION CHURCH
A Community of Christ Followers Loving, 

Learning & Serving Together

www.youtube.com/ 
@unionpresbyterianchurchlos437

Worship 10am
~ Join us in person or online ~

858 University Ave. 
www.unionpc.org

(650) 948-4361

St. Simon  Catholic  
Church & School 

 
Please check our website for 

links to Live Stream Mass 
www.stsimon.church 

 

Mass Schedule 
Weekday:  6:30 am & 8:30 am 
Saturday:  8:30 am & 5:00 pm 

Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm 
 
 

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor 
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos  94024 

650-880-1401 

 

First Church of Christ, Scientist

ChristianScienceLosAltos.org
See website for details and updates

401 University Ave,
LOS ALTOS

Sunday Service  
10am-11am

READING ROOM  60 Main Street 
Wed 9:30am -12pm • Thur 2pm - 4pm • Sat 9am-12pm

Sunday School  
10am-11am

Wed. Testimony Meeting  7:30pm
~ Call-in Available for Services ~

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

Community

What happens when the 
history of Los Altos meets the 
imagination of a renowned in-
dustrial artist? Soon, the an-
swer will take shape on Distel 
Circle, where a striking new 
public sculpture will celebrate 
the apricot orchards that once 

defined the community.
“Totemic,” a large-scale 

work by San Francisco artist 
Charles Gadeken, is the result 
of a collaboration between 
Arts Los Altos and EAH 
Housing. The partnership 
began at the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the first all-
affordable housing complex in 
Los Altos, located at 330 Distel 
Circle. Following an introduc-
tion to the project manager, 
EAH Housing expressed inter-
est in bringing public art to the 
development. Arts Los Altos 
proposed “Totemic,” and the 
concept was approved. Instal-
lation is now on the horizon.

From orchard rows to steel 
and glass, Charles Gadeken, a 
celebrated industrial artist and 
founder of San Francisco’s The 
Box Shop, is known for trans-
forming steel, copper, bronze 
and technology into extraor-

dinary works of art. His cre-
ations often incorporate LED 
lighting, fire, hydraulics and 
electricity, inviting viewers to 
experience sculpture in unex-
pected ways.

At The Box Shop, more 
than 100 artists have access 
to studios, shared equipment, 
technical skills and a creative 
community that supports am-
bitious projects, from massive 
sculptures to interactive in-
stallations seen by audiences 
around the world.

Gadeken draws inspiration 
from the apricot orchards that 
once stretched across much of 
Los Altos. His vision is a mini-
malist apricot grove, reimag-
ined through the language of 
contemporary industrial art.

The sculpture’s three tall, 
squared columns are crafted 
from corten steel, whose nat-
urally rusted finish gives the 
work a warm, earthy presence. 
Bands of orange and green 
slumped glass encircle each 
tower, including a larger band 

near the top. By day, the glass 
introduces vivid color and tex-
ture. After dark, it will glow 
from within, transforming 
the sculpture into a luminous 
presence on Distel Circle.

A sculpture that 
responds to you

“Totemic” is designed to be 
more than something to look 
at. Two 18-inch-square cube 
benches accompany the three 
towers, creating an inviting 
place to sit, pause and take in 
the work.

The sculpture’s most dis-
tinctive feature is an interac-
tive element that connects 
technology with the human 
body. When a visitor places 
their hands on two hand-
shaped prints, the sculpture’s 
lights will illuminate and vi-
brate in rhythm with the visi-
tor’s heartbeat.

For Gadeken, this invita-
tion to engage is central to 
the sculpture’s purpose. He 
imagines “Totemic” as a place 
where people can briefly step 
away from the pace of every-
day life, sit down, and notice 
the beauty around them.

Through its steel, glass, 
light and interactive technol-
ogy, “Totemic” explores the 
relationship between perma-
nence and impermanence, 
structure and fluidity, history 
and innovation. Los Altos 
residents may already know 
Gadeken’s work. His sculpture 
“T-2,” currently on loan to the 
city of Los Altos, stands near 
the entrance to the Los Altos 
Community Center.

With “Totemic,” Gade-
ken, Arts Los Altos and EAH 
Housing are bringing anoth-
er imaginative work to the 
community – one that hon-
ors the orchards of the past 
while inviting residents to 
experience art in a new and 
engaging way.

‘Totemic’ celebrates the 
apricot orchards that once 
defined the community
By Karen Zucker
Arts Los Altos

Courtesy of Arts Los Altos

‘Totemic,’ soon to be installed at 330 Distel Circle.

The sculpture’s most distinctive feature is an interactive 
element that connects technology with the human body. 
When a visitor places their hands on two hand-shaped 
prints, the sculpture’s lights will illuminate and vibrate 
in rhythm with the visitor’s heartbeat.
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Spacious Home in a Fantastic Location 
with Top-Rated Schools and Huge Backyard

3 bedrooms and 2 baths; approx. 1,440 sq. ft.

Kitchen with quartz countertops

Family room with glass doors to covered patio

Expansive backyard with mature trees

Lot of approx. 6,098 sq. ft.

Blocks to Ortega & Panama Parks

Minutes to downtown Sunnyvale and Apple Park

Award-winning Cupertino schools

Open Sat & Sun 2:00-4:00pm
Call Mini for price 

MiniKalkat.com/855Durshire

MINI KALKAT   
Lic. #01112790
650.823.7835

MINI@MINIKALKAT.COM
WWW.MINIKALKAT.COM

MINI
KALKAT

855 Durshire Way  SUNNYVALE
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Schools

The Mountain View-
Whisman School District 
is facing a lawsuit from a 
former student who alleges 
she was sexually abused 
by her first-grade teacher 
at Theuerkauf Elementary 
School during the 2017-2018 
school year and that district 
officials failed to act on prior 
concerns about the teacher’s 
behavior.

The lawsuit, f iled Aug. 14 
in Santa Clara County Supe-
rior Court, names the dis-
trict and former Theuerkauf 
Principal Ryan Santiago as 
defendants. The plaintiff, 
identified as Jane Doe, was 
6 years old when the alleged 
abuse occurred, according 
to the complaint.

The complaint alleges 
that teacher Bryan Rios had 
previously engaged in sexu-
ally predatory behavior, sex-
ual harassment and violence 
toward female staff members 
and that district employees 
had complained about his 

conduct.
According to the lawsuit, 

Rios assaulted a teacher’s 
aide before Doe’s alleged 
abuse, beating and choking 
her unconscious. The law-
suit says the assault was re-
ported to Santiago and that 

the aide suspected Rios was 
grooming or sexually abus-
ing first-grade students.

The lawsuit alleges that 
Santiago and other district 
employees failed to ad-
equately investigate com-
plaints about Rios, super-
vise him or report suspected 
child abuse to authorities.

Doe was in Rios’ f irst-
grade class when, according 
to the lawsuit, he sexually 
abused her.

Doe reported the alleged 
abuse to a social worker and 
police in October 2023, ac-
cording to the complaint. 

Rios was arrested in Novem-
ber 2023 and charged with 
felony counts of lewd or las-
civious conduct involving a 
child under 14 and assault by 
means likely to cause great 
bodily injury, according to 
the complaint. The com-

plaint states that Rios plead-
ed no contest to the charges.

The lawsuit alleges Doe 
has experienced depression, 
post-traumatic stress disor-
der, anxiety and other physi-
cal and emotional symptoms 
following the abuse. It says 
she has had difficulty at-
tending school and is now 
enrolled in an independent-
study program and has re-
ceived ongoing therapy.

The complaint accuses 
the district of negligence 
and negligent hiring, super-
vision, training and reten-
tion. It seeks compensatory 

damages, medical expenses 
and other damages, as well 
as injunctive relief requiring 
the district to establish and 
enforce policies and proce-
dures to protect students 
from abuse.

In a statement, MVWSD 
said student and staff safety 
are its “highest priorities.”

“When safety concerns 
involving an employee are 
reported, the District takes 
them seriously and acts 
promptly while also respect-
ing the confidentiality re-
quirements that apply to 
personnel matters and law 
enforcement investigations,” 
the district said.

The district said it took 
“immediate action” after 
concerns about Rios’ conduct 
toward staff were reported 
in 2017. According to the 
district, Rios was placed on 
administrative leave and pro-
hibited from being on cam-
pus effective Nov. 9, 2017. Ac-
cording to the district, Rios 
was a teacher at Theuerkauf 
in fall 2017 and did not return 
to work for MVWSD after 

being placed on leave.
The district also said 

it communicated with 
Theuerkauf parents and staff 
about the situation.

MVWSD said its current 
safety procedures include su-
pervision policies, mandated 
training for staff and volun-
teers, background checks for 
staff and regular volunteers, 
and reporting procedures.

The district declined to 
answer additional questions 
about Rios, citing the pend-
ing litigation.

Doe’s attorney did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

The lawsuit comes about a 
month after MVWSD agreed 
to pay $5 million to settle 
a separate lawsuit brought 
by three former Graham 
Middle School students who 
alleged they were sexually 
abused by teacher Nathaniel 
McCray decades ago. That 
lawsuit, f iled in 2022, al-
leged that the district failed 
to protect students from Mc-
Cray, who taught at Graham 
in the 1970s.

Mountain View-Whisman sued over alleged student abuse

By Julia Baum 
Town Crier Staff Writer

Cupertino Unified School 
District is developing new 
rules for how it selects con-
tractors and other compa-
nies for Measure Z projects, 
as tens of millions of dollars 
in bond-funded work pre-
pares to move into design.

The Board of Education 
discussed the new procure-
ment manual at its Sept. 24 
meeting. Measure Z, ap-
proved by voters in Novem-
ber 2024, authorizes $347 
million in bonds for school 
facility improvements. The 
manual lays out how the dis-
trict will choose architects, 
engineers and contractors 
for Measure Z projects, in-
cluding how companies are 
evaluated and how the board 
and other district officials 
oversee those decisions. Dis-
trict staff and its construc-
tion management firm, TBK 
Construction Management, 
said the manual is intended 

to make the selection pro-
cess more consistent and 
transparent.

The district needs to move 
quickly to spend the bond 
money; the first $75 million 
bond series was sold in May 
2025, and roughly $40 mil-
lion to $50 million in proj-
ects need to begin design 
within 120 days to help meet 
federal requirements for 
spending the bond proceeds. 
The district also wants to 
move projects forward be-
fore construction costs in-
crease further, according to 
TBK Executive Vice Presi-
dent Ryan Hullman.

The manual was devel-
oped after board members 
raised concerns that the dis-
trict’s previous methods for 
selecting and scoring com-
panies could be unclear or 
subjective, Hullman said.

Under the new process, 
the selection method will 
depend on the type and size 
of the project. Architects 
and engineers can be se-

lected from lists of compa-
nies that have already gone 
through a screening process. 
Larger projects may involve 
requests for proposals, inter-
views and detailed scoring.

Contractors may be se-
lected through competitive 
bidding or other methods 
allowed for public construc-
tion projects, depending on 
the project.

The manual also sets stan-
dards for evaluating con-
tractors, including safety 
records, experience, claims 
history and the qualifica-
tions of key employees.

For example, the pro-
posed safety standards in-
clude an experience modi-
fication rate of 1.0 or lower, 
no workplace fatalities in the 

previous five years and no 
willful or repeated OSHA 
violations in the previous 
three years.

The district will contin-
ue to have several layers of 

oversight. District staff said 
contracts will continue to 
come before the board for 
approval, while the district’s 
fiscal management team will 
review contracts and pay-
ments. The Citizens’ Bond 
Oversight Committee will 
continue to receive reports 
on the bond program.

The district also plans 
to provide weekly project 
updates to staff, give board 
members an opportunity to 
ask questions before con-
tract approvals and provide 
at least quarterly updates 

to the board. Changes to an 
approved project’s scope or 
budget will also return to the 
board for approval.

The question of whether 
the board could reject the 

company recommended by 
staff and choose another bid-
der remained unresolved.

Hullman said he believed 
rejecting the recommenda-
tion could require the dis-
trict to restart the procure-
ment process, but said the 
district would confirm the 
matter with legal counsel.

Staff said the number of 
Measure Z procurements is 
expected to increase signifi-
cantly in the coming months 
as the district works to meet 
the spending requirements 
for the first series of bonds.

Cupertino Unified revises Measure Z procurement rules

By Julia Baum 
Town Crier Staff Writer

“When safety concerns involving an employee are report-
ed, the District takes them seriously and acts promptly...”

Mountain View Whisman School District

The manual was developed after board members raised concerns that the district’s previ-
ous methods for selecting and scoring companies could be unclear or subjective.

Ryan Hullman, TBK  Executive Vice President
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Sports

Jamie Baum had already 
reached one of her goals when 
she stepped onto the field for 
Team USA this summer. Then, 
she added another.

Fresh off earning her master’s 
degree in civil engineering from 
Stanford University, the Los Al-
tos native helped the USA Base-
ball Women’s National Team 
go undefeated at July’s World 
Baseball Softball Confederation 
(WBSC) Group Stage tourna-
ment in Rockford, Illinois. Team 
USA went 5-0 to qualify for next 
summer’s WBSC championship 
tourney in Rockford.

Baum, a former Los Altos 
High School baseball player, has 
represented the U.S. four years 
in a row, but she made her big-
gest impact this summer. Baum 
not only hit her first grand slam 
but also started at shortstop – a 
goal her mother Andrea Baum 
said she’s worked toward for 
years. 

“She’s always wanted to be-
come the shortstop,” Andrea 
said. “In the past that just hasn’t 
been her role, but she’s contin-
ued to persevere and work really 
hard at it.”

The U.S entered the tourna-
ment with two new coaches and 
a roster that featured several 
players making their national 
team debuts. Jamie said that 
initial uncertainty quickly gave 
way to positive results. The team 
dominated early in the tourna-
ment, routing South Korea 22-2 
July 22. The squad followed that 
with convincing victories over 
Mexico, Australia, Canada and 
Hong Kong.

“Not only did we have a lot of 
young talent and athleticism, but 
good team chemistry too,” Jamie 
said. “We made a great team.”

Trials to make the team were 
held over a weekend in mid-June 
in Cary, North Carolina, leaving 
the final roster little time to pre-
pare for the tourney, played July 
22-26. With a lot of work to put 
in, Jamie’s father, Peter Baum, 
said his daughter was goal-cen-
tered and driven throughout the 
process.

On the fourth day of trials, 

Jamie flew back to the Bay Area 
to walk the stage at her gradua-
tion at Stanford. She returned 
to North Carolina just in time to 
make the last day of trials. 

“Jamie told us that she didn’t 
want to just do a partial trial, she 
wanted to do it right,” Peter said. 
“She always finds a way of reach-
ing her goals without sacrificing 
anything.”

Jamie’s grit has been on dis-
play in sports and academics 
throughout her life, according 
to her parents. A high-achieving 
student at Los Altos, she also 
played four years of varsity bas-
ketball and became the first girl 
to play on the baseball team.

“Her coaches should know 
how much they impacted her 
journey,” Andrea said.

Beyond the many coaches 
who helped her become the 
player she is now, Jamie’s older 
brother, Ryan Baum has been 
a role model to Jamie since she 
was little.

“Jamie’s always looked up to 
Ryan,” Peter said. “It was her ab-
solute goal to be on his team.”

Jamie said her older brother 
has become a sort of coach to her 
and her younger brother Aaron 
is a practice partner. Despite not 
being able to be in the stands at 
the tournament, they were both 
following along with online up-
dates and cheering Jamie on 
from afar. 

Jamie’s parents, who said they 
eagerly watched from the edge 
of their stadium seats in Rock-
ford, added that their proudest 
moment wasn’t when she was 

on the field. When Jamie walked 
out of the dugout after a game, a 
swarm of young girls were wait-
ing to talk to her and her team-
mates.

“It was amazing to see all 
those girls wanting a signed 
baseball from Jamie,” Andrea 
said. “I realized then that it’s 
their dream to be in the position 
she’s in.”

Jamie is enthusiastic about 
seeing the popularity of wom-
en’s baseball grow, even though 
there is still a long way to go.

“The opportunities are too 
scarce,” she said.

Jamie has high hopes for the 
future of women in baseball, 
however, especially with the new 
Women’s Pro Baseball League 
that kicked off its inaugural sea-
son Aug. 1. Jamie didn’t try out 
this year – instead focusing on 
school and her new engineering 
job – but she hopes to one day.

“It’s an exciting opportunity 
that I had to pass on this year,” 
Jamie said. “In the future I’d still 
take the chance to.”

In the meantime, Jamie 
said she plans to stay in shape 
in preparation to return to na-
tional team trials and play in 
the WBSC championships next 
summer. 

Until then, Jamie is savoring 
the sweet memories from this 
summer and looking forward to 
taking the field again.

“It’s like living in a dream at 
these tournaments,” Jamie said. 
“My friends are all there and 
we’re just doing what we love 
most – playing baseball.”

A Stanford degree, a grand slam 
and a summer to remember for 
LAHS grad
By Katherine Manassero
Town Crier Editorial Intern

Courtesy of USA Baseball

Jamie Baum pitching for the USA Women’s Baseball National Team at 
the World Baseball Softball Confederation Group Stage Tournament 
in July.

Kristof stars in Spartans’ 
close win over Gators
Town Crier Staff Report

Behind five touchdowns 
from running back Dominik 
Kristof, the Mountain View 
High football team held on for 
a 55-48 shootout win over vis-
iting Sacred Heart Prep Friday 
night.

The senior scored four TDs 
on the ground – capped by a 
50-yarder in the closing min-
utes that sealed the victory – 
and the other on a pass from 
quarterback Ishan Devara-
palli.

Receiver Micah Perkins 
added a 60-yard TD catch and 

set up Devarapalli’s 1-yard 
scoring run with a 40-yard re-
ception.

The non-league win boost-
ed the Spartans’ record to 3-1, 
while the Gators fell to 2-3.

This marked the second 
time this season that Moun-
tain View has scored more 
than 50 points. The team is av-
eraging 39.8 points per game.

The Spartans open PAL 
De Anza Division play at un-
defeated Half Moon Bay (4-0) 
this Friday. The game is set to 
kick off at 7 p.m.

– Kellen Scanlon contrib-
uted to this report

Photos by Kellen Scanlon/Town Crier Editorial Intern

Mountain View offensive lineman Cristiano Grego blocks for running 
back Dominik Kristof in Friday’s game. Kristof rushed for four touch-
downs and also caught a TD pass in the win.

Photos by Kellen Scanlon/Town Crier Editorial Intern

Mountain View quarterback Ishan Devarapalli, left, and running back 
Dominik Kristof celebrate a Spartan touchdown in Friday’s win over 
Sacred Heart Prep.
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The Los Altos High girls vol-
leyball team swept visiting Monta 
Vista Thursday night for its first 
league win of the season. The Ea-
gles prevailed 25-18, 25-18, 26-24.

Los Altos improved to 1-3 in 
the SCVAL De Anza Division 

Sports

Practice, we talkin’ 
practice?
By Andy Dolich
Silicon Folly

As a lifelong marketer in the 
world of sports, I was a big fan of 
Allen Iverson. Iverson became 
one of the most prolific scorers 
in NBA history. Frequently the 
smallest player on the court, he 
could get anywhere he wanted 
with his quickness and handle. 
Nicknamed “The Answer,” Iver-
son left Georgetown following 
his sophomore season to pursue 
his NBA dream and showcase 
his killer crossover.

He left his answer on the 
Philadelphia 76ers and the Hoop 
World in 2001 when he was 
named regular season MVP and 
led the franchise to the NBA 
Finals. In 17 NBA seasons, AI 
(Allen Iverson) was selected to 
11 NBA All-Star teams, scored 
more than 24,000 points and 
dished out more than 5,000 as-
sists. He was an All-NBA per-
former seven times and won the 
regular season scoring title four 
times (1999, 2001, 2002, 2005). 
Iverson brought a new sense of 
style to the NBA with his hip-
hop-influenced fashion.

The nickname that stands out 
above all others when talking 
about Allen Iverson is AI, “The 
Answer.” Artificial Intelligence 
became a household term and 

an active part of daily life for “ev-
eryone” in November 2022, with 
the launch of OpenAI’s Chat-
GPT. While people had been 
using AI for a few years behind 
the scenes, this moment marked 
the first time the general public 
could directly interact, converse 
and create with it.

Reebok Partnership: When 
Iverson signed with Reebok 
ahead of the 1996 NBA Draft, 
his signature sneaker lines were 
explicitly built around “The 
Question” and “The Answer,” 
heavily leveraging the AI dou-
ble-entendre in marketing ma-
terials.

If Iverson had held onto his 
“AI” and consulted with legal 
and licensing gurus, he would 
have become the richest ath-
lete and/or human being on the 
face of the globe. Anytime the 
word AI is used, he would have 
received a nickel. Based on the 
trillions of times it is used in to-
day’s world, Allen Iverson (A.I.) 
could have been worth several 
trillion dollars.

AI’s answer to any ques-
tion asked him today would be: 
“Practice, we talkin’ practice?”

“I could have been the rich-
est man of all time had I been 
patient and listened to my advi-
sors and practiced a bit more on 
the business.” 

Eagles make quick work 
of Matadors

Town Crier Staff Report

Max Asmar/Town Crier Editorial Intern

Los Altos High outside hitter Anya Wong, right, goes for the kill in Thurs-
day’s match against Monta Vista. The Eagles won in straight sets.

and 9-8 overall. The Matadors 
dropped to 0-5 in league and 
7-8 overall.

The fifth-place Eagles have 
two league matches scheduled 
this week. After visiting Mil-
pitas Tuesday, Los Altos hosts 
first-place Los Gatos at 6:45 
p.m. Thursday.
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A Vast Array of Community Amenities

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verifi ed. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

T H E  B O G A R D T A N I G A M I  T E A MT H E  B O G A R D T A N I G A M I  T E A M

CINDY BOGARDO’GORMANCINDY BOGARDO’GORMAN
License # 01918407

650.924.8365
cindy.ogorman@theagencyre.com

ConsultantsInRealEstate.com

JUDY BOGARDTANIGAMIJUDY BOGARDTANIGAMI
License # 00298975

650.207.2111
judy.bogard@theagencyre.com

BY
APPOINTMENT 

ONLY

1 W. Edith Avenue #D226 | Los Altos | $2,250,000 | 1WestEdithAvenueD226.com

Light-fi lled living spaces with high ceilings, skylights, 
dedicated dining area, gas fi replace, and balcony

Fresh paint, new wood fl oors, new carpets, and
new/nearly new appliances

Two secure underground parking spaces, community 
EV charging station, and an assigned storage room

Sunny, single-level 3-bedroom, 2-bath plus 
offi ce residence offering 1,546 +/- sq. ft. in
a premier 55+ community

Nestled within a gated community on 2.4 acres
in the heart of downtown Los Altos

Community amenities: heated pool, spa, fully 
equipped exercise room with exercise classes, 
fl ower and vegetable garden, daily continental 
breakfast, and resident optional activities

HOA Dues: $1,233/month

Leave Your Cares Behind at this Fabulous Parc Regent Condominium

THIS PREMIER 55 AND OLDER COMMUNITY is an independent community offering a lifestyle of exceptional 
convenience and an impressive array of on-site amenities just steps from your front door. Bright and spacious, this 
beautiful home features the kitchen opening to the main living areas and a balcony large enough for comfortable 
seating. An adjoining bonus room off the third bedroom provides fl exible space that can easily serve as an offi ce, den, 
or craft room. Vibrant downtown Los Altos is just across the street with its fabulous shops and dining.
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Most people who come to 
me for Pilates aren’t just looking 
for a good sweat. They want to 
move without paying for it the 
next day. They are dealing with 
a lower back that throbs after a 
long drive, a hip that catches 
on the stairs or a shoulder that 
refuses to reach the top shelf.

Many have already tried a 
packed studio class, only to 
walk away feeling like some-
thing wasn’t quite right. The 
room was crowded, the pace 
was relentless and no one was 
actually watching their form. 
Trust that instinct. In Pilates, 
how you execute a movement 
matters infinitely more than 
how many reps you complete.

There is no denying that 
Pilates is phenomenal for core 
strength, balance and body 

awareness. But standard classes 
are designed to keep a whole 
room moving in sync. The in-
structor calls out the sequence, 
everyone scrambles to keep up 
and the critical details vanish.

Those details are exactly 
what keep you out of pain. A 
hip that hikes up on one side. 
A lower back taking over for a 
core that hasn’t fired correctly 
in years. A shoulder creeping 
up to your ear. When you move 
fast, these compensations go 
unnoticed. Left uncorrected, 
you might spend months qui-
etly reinforcing the exact move-
ment pattern that caused your 
pain in the first place.

The 1:1 difference
A private session at Phys-

ioFit looks completely differ-
ent. Your instructor watches 
every single rep. We don’t use 
a generic template; every ex-

ercise is chosen specifically for 
your body, your medical his-
tory and your goals. If we spot 
a risky movement pattern, we 
fix it on the spot so you stay 

challenged but never in danger.
The session moves at your 

pace. If an exercise needs more 
time, we take it. If you are ready 
to advance, we progress you 
immediately instead of wait-
ing for a room full of people to 
catch up.

Because our Pilates studio 
operates right inside a physical 
therapy clinic, we offer a dis-
tinct advantage: direct coordi-
nation with clinical experts. If 
your movement patterns sug-
gest an underlying issue, we 
don’t guess or tell you to push 
through the pain. We consult 
with our physical therapists and 
adjust your plan accordingly. 
Traditional studios simply do 
not have that clinical safety net.

Who benefits most
• Chronic low back pain: We 

identify which habits are load-
ing your spine and design your 

session entirely around unload-
ing it.

• Injury and surgery recov-
ery: Rebuild your strength safe-
ly. With our PT team just steps 
away, we move at the exact pace 
your healing body allows.

• Core and pelvic floor weak-
ness: This is often the hidden 
culprit behind stubborn back 
and hip pain. Private sessions 
let us isolate and train the deep 
core with absolute precision.

• Bone health and osteopo-
rosis: The right loading builds 
bone; the wrong kind poses 
serious risks. We focus on con-
trolled movements that build 
strength while keeping your 
spine out of vulnerable posi-
tions.

• Hip and knee pain: We sys-
tematically retrain how force 
travels through your legs.

INSIDE
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Mental health org’s 
nationwide expansion 
traces to LAHS chapter
By Zoya Prabhakar
Town Crier Editorial Intern

Courtesy of Sarah Merrick 

LETS chapter officers in 2011, when they were all freshmen at LAHS. From the left: Anica Nangia, Jenna 
Iwamura, Sarah Merrick, Chloe Simion and Emily Small. 

Sarah Merrick, founder of 
Los Altos High School’s chapter 
of Let’s Erase Stigma, recalls the 
hours she spent banging on the 
administration’s office door to 
fight for the new mental health 
club’s charter in 2011. 

“We had a very limited time 
from when the founders of 
LETS proposed the expansion 
to actually getting it into Los Al-
tos High School as the pilot pro-
gram,” Merrick said. “And when 
I presented it to administrators 
(including then principal Wyn-
ne) Satterwhite, the immediate 
response was: ‘This is going to 
cause more harm than good.’”

However, Merrick convinced 
Satterwhite to allow the club, 
launching what would become 
a nationwide mental health or-
ganization.

The LAHS chapter was the 

first LETS club in the Bay Area 
and the second in the United 
States. Merrick was initially 
referred to the LETS program 
and subsequently invited to 
meet with founder Philippe 
Fontilea and UC Berkeley psy-
chology professor Stephen Hin-
shaw about bringing it from Los 
Angeles to the Bay Area. 

Hinshaw said Merrick was 
the perfect fit to pioneer the 
chapter’s expansion. 

“I realized that if we were to 
grow LETS beyond Southern 
Cal into Northern Cal, we’d need 
a strong, people-smart and dedi-
cated student,” Hinshaw said. 
“Clearly, from our first meeting, 
Sarah was the perfect fit.” 

Merrick served as president 
of the LAHS LETS club until 
2014, pioneering the Bay Area 
chapter because of her passion 
for mental health issues.

“It was a different time,” 
Merrick said. “People were real-

ly hard on people that had men-
tal health issues or depression or 
anything. It just wasn’t talked 
about like it is today.”

Merrick added that the stress 
of academic pressure saw a rise 
in severe mental health prob-
lems and a suicide cluster.

“If you didn’t get into a good 
school, then your career in life 
was over, and that was the per-
ception that really trickled down 
into mental health issues with 
people who already had a genet-
ic component,” Merrick said. “It 
brings on a whole other pressure, 

Silicon Valley, more than any-
where in the country, and that’s 
why LETS in the Bay Area was 
so important during that time.”

Despite the LAHS admin-
istration’s pushback, Merrick 

Why one-on-one Pilates work catches what a busy class misses

By Kim Gladfelter
Staying Active

Courtesy of Kim Gladfelter 

One-on-one Pilates sessions 
move at the pace of the individ-
ual, not the whole class.

See LETS, Page 22

See PILATES, Page 22
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Trusted by Tens of Thousands of Amazing
Patients, Leading Organizations and Many

Local Physicians Since 1977

Advanced audiological
care with '360
Communication'
testing

Expertise on all
levels of hearing
technology and
assistive devices

Speciality in Cochlear
Implant evaluations,
device selection, and
programming

(650) 941-0664
www.pacifichearingservice.com

Silicon Valley’s Most Trusted
Hearing Care Experts

496 First Street. Suite 120. Los Altos, CA 94022

Tinnitus assessments
and individualized
counseling

Do you need to 
have a Legal or 
Public Notice 

published?
Then look no further than the Los Altos Town Crier.

The Town Crier’s unmatched service can take 
care of your Fictitious Business Name Statement, 
Notice of Probate, Name Change and much more.

For more information, 
contact Melissa at 

(650) 397-5208, 
or email: 

 legals@latc.com

138 Main Street, Los Altos  |  650.948.9000  |  losaltosonline.com

YOUR

C O M M U N I T Y
YOUR

N E IG H B O R
YOUR

N E W S

BE A PAID 
SUBSCRIBER

Living Well

proved there was a need for the 
club. She said the number of stu-
dents showing interest shocked 
her.

“We had a line to sign up,” 
Merrick said. “We were by far 
the club that was most signed up 
for. It was all over campus. Peo-
ple were talking about it, and 
even after that, we had people 
signing up. And the response 
back from the administration 
was, ‘Wow, OK, so maybe this is 
going to work.’”

The club’s success caught the 
attention of several news out-
lets and the LETS team at UC 
Berkeley funded the club with a 
$1,000 grant. Hinshaw said this 
success kickstarted the national 
expansion.

Hinshaw added the South-
ern California team was no lon-
ger viable after the Los Altos 

launch. The LETS model was 
soon acquired by Bring Change 
to Mind (BC2M), according to 
Merrick. And Hinshaw became 
the new scientific advisor to 
BC2M, an anti-stigma organi-
zation founded by actor Glenn 
Close and her family. 

Through this process, the 
name LETS was dropped 
and the organization became 
known as BC2M. It now oper-
ates in 540 schools nationwide 
and Hinshaw said it has become 
a subject of mental health re-
search.

In fact, Hinshaw said his own 
research supports how move-
ments such as BC2M and LETS 
are significant in improving the 
mental health crisis.

“We have performed experi-
mental studies evaluating the 
effects of these student-led clubs 
on knowledge, attitudes and in-
tended behavioral responses 
to people experiencing mental 

disorders,” Hinshaw said. “Club 
participation predicts improved 
knowledge, more humanized at-
titudes, less resistance to meet-
ing people experiencing mental 
disorders and a greater likeli-
hood of confronting stigma.”

Through research, club ex-
pansion and erasing stigma, 
Merrick said she believes con-
versations around mental health 
have significantly improved. 

“(Teens now) talk about 
anxiety and depression like we 
used to talk about having a cold, 
and I’ve seen that,” she said. “I 
see them posting on TikTok 
about it, there’s documentaries 
on it now. It’s hugely changed. 
But the most important thing I 
think to take away from that is 
the mental health research that 
we have now of treating young 
people and catching it early.”

For more information, see 
bringchange2mind.org.

• Age-related stiffness: Con-
sistent, expertly guided move-
ment can restore the kind of 
mobility and comfort you 
might have assumed was gone 
forever.

Small group options
If you prefer working out 

with others, we also run small 
group sessions capped at just 

two to four people. You get the 
same watchful instruction in 
a more social setting. Many of 
our clients start with one-on-
one training to nail down their 
foundation before graduating 
to a small group once their pat-
terns are solid.

After a few months with us, 
the most common feedback 
isn’t just about feeling stronger. 
It is about people feeling like 
themselves again. They are get-
ting back to the hiking trail and 

the garden. They sit on the floor 
with their grandkids and stand 
back up without wincing. We 
want you to move freely, live 
fully, and stop organizing your 
daily life around your pain.

Kim Gladfelter, MPT, OCS, 
FAAOMPT, is the executive di-
rector, a physical therapist, pel-
vic health specialist and a Pilates 
instructor at PhysioFit Physical 
Therapy & Wellness. For more 
information, see physiofit.com.

LETS
From Page 21

PILATES
From Page 21
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YES.YES.

I’m a heart attack survivor and my wife 
has an arrhythmia. Can you see us both?

We have experts in cardiovascular specialties from head to toe. 
Golden State Heart & Vascular started with a simple but powerful idea: to provide our 
community with easy access to personalized, comprehensive, cardiovascular care. We offer 
a full range of heart and vascular services, and our patients count on us for the advanced 
care and services one might expect from a major medical center — close to home — 
without the red tape and long wait. Our patients look to us for:

• The gold standard in cardiovascular care

• Renowned experts at the top of their fi eld 

• Innovative treatments, some of which were pioneered by our physicians

Learn more at gshav.com or call today for an appointment.

Additional offi ces in 
BURLINGAME 
MONTEREY
SALINAS
WATSONVILLE

LOS GATOS
408-495-5004
15075 Los Gatos Blvd, Suite 150 

MOUNTAIN VIEW
650-695-0955
2490 Hospital Drive, Suite 106
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Nicole Aron
nicole.aron@compass.com  
DRE 00952657 | 650.740.7954

Carol Carnevale 
carol.carnevale@compass.com
DRE 00946687 | 650.465.5958

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities. License Numbers 01991628, 01527235, 01527365. All material is intended for informational purposes only 
and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description 
or measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may be virtually staged or 
digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

1385SNOW.COM OPEN SUNDAY 2:00 - 4:00
*per Blaine Architects, unverified / **per County records, unverified

Vintage Character 
in Mountain View
This circa 1946 bungalow has been meticulously and 
extensively updated for modern living while carefully 
preserving its original character. The beautifully 
manicured grounds include a sizable multi-use 
detached structure and room for play.

Let’s make the next move together! 
Learn more at carolandnicole.com

1385 SNOW STREET, MOUNTAIN VIEW 2BEDS 
| 1BATH | 879 SQ. FT* | 897 SQ. FT DETACHED STRUCTURE* 
5,000 SQ. FT LOT** | $1 ,950,000
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WA R R A N T
FOR OPPORTUNITY

WARRANT

WANTED:

THIS SPACE COULD BE YOURS!

REWARD!

REACH 45,000 READERS EVERY WEEK

DON’T GET LEFT BEHIND!

MANY NEW CUSTOMERS 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS

BUSINESSES & 
ADVERTISERS
LAST SEEN WITHOUT 

THE POWER OF  
LOCAL ADVERTISING

CALL (650) 397-5738 OR EMAIL PATV@LATC.COM 
TO CLAIM YOUR REWARD

ADVERTISE IN THE

Stepping Out

The Pear Theatre’s adapta-
tion of Noel Coward’s com-
edy “Private Lives” opened last 
week in Mountain View with a 
fresh take on casting this classic. 

In Pear’s version, running 
Sept. 25 through Oct. 11, artis-
tic director Sarah Kannen Dean 
changed the gender of one of the 
main characters from female 
(Amanda) to male (Andrew).

The time period remains the 
same, the 1930s, and other than 
some pronoun changes in the 
script to align with the inclu-
sion of a same-sex couple, direc-
tor Dennis M. Lickteig said the 
story is true to the original.

“The script still works on 
that level because the conflicts 
are not necessarily gender spe-
cific,” he said. “They’re more re-
lationship specific, and so even 
with that change, which … some 
could and probably will call a 
gimmick, it really does rein-
force that relationships are uni-
versal, whether it’s a male-male 
or male-female.”

Lickteig said he believes 
Coward – who biographers 
have said was gay, though he 
never acknowledged it publicly 
– would be on board with the 

gender change. 
Actor Lysander Abadia is on 

board as well. He plays Andrew, 
the role that was Amanda in the 
original play.

“I was so excited. I’m all 
about a diversity of voices on 
the stage,” Abadia said. “A lot 
of people, when they see them-
selves on stage, they feel validat-
ed, they feel heard and seen. So, 
I was excited that we were going 
to explore Andrew as a gay man 
with these other characters.” 

The cast also includes Paul 
Araquistain as Elyot, Amanda 
Korkunis as Sybil and Charles 
Anthony as Victor. 

Araquistain and Korkunis 
play couple Elyot and Sybil, 
while Abadia and Anthony play 
couple Andrew and Victor. Set 
during their respective honey-
moons, a member of each cou-
ple discovers their ex is staying 
in the adjoining room.

“It’s like watching ‘Seinfeld’ 
on stage because it’s these four 
people who are horrible to each 
other, and it’s just a chance for us 
to watch a sitcom live on stage 
and just laugh along with the 
circumstances,” Abadia said. 

Abadia added that he has 
never played a character as 
“provocative, mischievous and 
self-centered” as Andrew. As for 

his take on the other characters 
in the cast, Abadia described 
Elyot, Andrew’s ex-husband, 
“as controlling and stubborn,” 
Sybil, Elyot’s new wife, as “very 
conservative,” and Andrew’s 
husband, Victor, as someone 
“who’s always about the rules.”

Lickteig said the play conveys 
that “marriage is not an easy 
path for anyone.” He noted that 
the characters “can’t live with 
each other, and that’s kind of a 
theme that the play explores: 
Where does intimacy end and 
practicality begin?”

While exploring what the 
director called the “nuts and 
bolts” of the different relation-
ships, the play will also lead au-
dience members to ask them-
selves why certain characters 
are together. 

And “Private Lives” will also 
make them laugh.

“A lot of the comedy comes 
from what an actor would call a 
‘throwaway line,’ kind of an un-
dercut line that really stings,” 
Lickteig said. “But the reality 
is, none of these characters are 
trying to be funny. They just 
are funny.”

For times, tickets ($46-$48) 
and more information, see the-
pear.org.

Pear Theatre presents its take on Coward’s ‘Private Lives’
By Abigail Min
Town Crier Editorial Intern

Photos Courtesy of the Pear Theatre  

Actors rehearse scenes from the Pear Theatre’s “Private Lives.” Shown 
above are Paul Araquistain (as Elyot), left, and Amanda Korkunis (Sib-
yl). Pictured below are Lysander Abadia (as Andrew), left, and Charles 
Anthony (Victor).

Musical parody fundraiser 
the “Los Altos Stage Company 
Follies” is back on stage Sept. 
30, Oct. 1 and Oct. 2 at Bus 
Barn Theater, 97 Hillview Ave.

A mix of music, jokes and lo-
cal and national headlines, the 
production brings to the stage 
an all-volunteer cast of 10 for 
parodies written and produced 
locally, set to familiar tunes. 

“We didn’t think we’d have 
to do this again, but here we 
are – and honestly, the material 
writes itself,” Executive Artis-
tic Director for Los Altos Stage 
Company Gary Landis said.

All proceeds benefit youth 
education programs at Los Al-
tos Stage Company. 

For more information, see 
losaltosstage.org. 

Follies fundraiser heads back to 
the Bus Barn Theater

Town Crier Staff Report

Photo by Suz McFadden
The cast of the “Los Altos Stage Company Follies” is ready to entertain 
with music, jokes and headlines.
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Business & Real Estate

Hendrik Bessembinder, 
a professor at Arizona State 
University, is a well-known re-
searcher in financial markets. 
He recently released a work-
ing paper titled “One Hun-
dred Years in the U.S. Stock 
Markets.” There are several 
valuable lessons that, in my 
view, every equity investor 
should take to heart.

First, the stock market 
has been a great investment 
for growing wealth. Over 
the past century, the cap-
weighted U.S. stock market 
compounded at about 10.1% 
annually. That’s about 6.8 per-
centage points higher than an 
equivalent investment in U.S. 
Treasury bills (3.3%), which 
is considered the most risk-
less investment you can make. 
Over $90 trillion of sharehold-
er wealth (above what Trea-
sury bills provided) has been 
created through U.S. equities.

But it hasn’t been so for in-
dividual stocks. The median 
stock had a -6.9% cumulative 
buy-and-hold return. Nearly 
60% of stocks earned less than 
Treasury bills. How can that 
be? It’s because the distribu-
tion of stock returns over the 
past 100 years is extremely 

skewed. A relatively small 
number of extraordinary win-
ners more than compensated 
for the enormous number of 
mediocre or failed companies. 
The takeaway here is straight-
forward: Owning the entire 
market – easily done today us-
ing index-based mutual funds 
or ETFs – is significantly bet-
ter than trying to identify an 
individual winning stock.

In fact, there were only 46 
companies that accounted for 
half of the $90 trillion in net 
shareholder wealth creation 
over the past 100 years. And 
just 1,082 stocks – about 3.7% 
of the sample – accounted for 
all the net wealth creation. 
Investing in any of the rest 

collectively would have given 
you lower returns than having 
put your savings in much safer 
Treasury bills.

This means diversification 
isn’t just about reducing vola-
tility. It ensures that you have 
exposure to the very small 
number of companies that ul-
timately drive aggregate equi-
ty returns. It also suggests that 
an investment strategy fo-

cused on avoiding losers isn’t 
sufficient. You need to own 
some of the very few compa-
nies that become the big win-
ners. And you can’t know in 
advance which ones they’ll be.

Another learning from 
Bessembinder’s analysis is 
that time in the market is 
an important contributor to 
wealth gains. The 30 stocks 
with the highest cumulative 
performance had an average 
listing period of over 93 years. 
Thanks to the power of com-
pounding, it’s probably no 
surprise that companies that 
thrived that long would pro-
vide a high cumulative return. 
But it also suggests that you 
would do well to avoid inter-
rupting that compounding 
through excessive trading or 
by constantly resetting your 
portfolio around whatever 
stocks performed best recent-
ly.

Within the equity asset 
class, there are many sub-
classes available for investing. 

The study does not address 
strategies for allocating across 
small cap, large cap, or non-
U.S. stock asset classes. And 
a well-diversified investment 
portfolio could (and perhaps 
should) include other asset 
classes such as fixed income, 
real estate, commodities and 
so-called alternative assets, 
which themselves have nu-
merous sub-classes. Making 
allocation decisions across 
such a wide range of assets is 
considerably more complex. 
But at least Bessembinder has 
demonstrated the strength of 
the U.S. stock market as one 
source of wealth creation that 
has stood the test of time.

Find Bessembinder’s paper 
at tinyurl.com/Bessembinder. 

Artie Green is the founder of 
Cognizant Wealth Advisors dba 
Perigon Wealth Management, 
LLC, a registered investment 
advisor. For more information, 
see cognizantwealth.com.  

What 100 years of equity investing has taught us

The takeaway here is straightforward: Owning the en-
tire market – easily done today using index-based mu-
tual funds or ETFs – is significantly better than trying 
to identify an individual winning stock.

By Artie Green
Nest Egg Briefs

Monthly marketplace draws a crowd 
downtown

Cerise Wong/Town Crier Editorial Intern 

Shoppers and vendors filled a block of State Street Sunday for the monthly Head West Marketplace, 
which features wares from makers, craftspeople, artists and designers, along with live music. The event 
returns to downtown Los Altos Oct. 25, taking place 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on State Street at Third Street.   

For more information, see tinyurl.com/HeadWestState.

This story was originally pub-
lished by CalMatters.

Insurance companies are 
starting to write new policies 
in California again after years 
of holding back as wildfire risk 
climbed higher.

The state Insurance Depart-
ment says that means outgoing 
Commissioner Ricardo Lara’s 
new regulations, intended to 
boost insurance availability, are 
working. Each time a company 
declares its plans to sell policies 
again, the department touts it as 
a win. But the state has not re-
leased the number of new poli-
cies the companies have written 
so far.

Enter Consumer Watchdog, 
the advocacy group that often 
butts heads with the depart-
ment. It released an estimate of 

new policy commitments: 12,189 
since January 2025, when Lara’s 
so-called sustainable insurance 
strategy went into effect. The 
strategy allows insurers to use ca-
tastrophe modeling, which they 
say more adequately takes risk 
into account because it includes 
forward-looking models, and to 
factor in reinsurance costs when 
setting their rates. 

Consumer Watchdog, whose 
numbers come from combing 
through insurance companies’ 
rate filings, says that number is 
low, considering insurers have 
requested or secured $571 mil-
lion in rate increases under the 
new regulations. 

The insurance department 
disagrees with the group’s analy-
sis, saying it intends to release its 
own data and analysis, and dis-
counting the group’s numbers 
as “incomplete and premature.”

Insurers say they’re 
starting to write new 
California homeowner 
policies, but how many?
By Levi Sumagaysay
CalMatters

See INSURANCE, Page 27
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26990 Taaffe Road, Los Altos Hills 

5  B E D S  •  4  B A T H S  •  5 , 0 1 5  S Q  F T  •  1 . 2 5  A C R E S

The information contained herein has been obtained from third party sources deemed reliable but its accuracy is 
not guaranteed. Christie’s international real estate sereno has not and will not verify the information and assumes 
no responsibility for its accuracy.  Buyer should verify and investigate all information to buyer’s satisfaction.  If your 
home is currently listed with another agent, please disregard this marketing material.

SERENO

Bob Kamangar 

Broker Associate, Attorney, General Contractor
650.245.0245
bob@sereno.com
bobkamangar.com
DRE 01229105

SOLD by Bob Kamangar in just 4 days for $9,750,000

• Using my active Contractor’s License to make repairs for the benefit of  
my sellers

• Marketing the property as “Coming Soon” in order to attract more buyers at 
this higher price point

• Expert marketing and negotiation to achieve the sales price that exceeded 
my sellers’ expectations

Whether Buying or Selling, put my 30 years of experience to work for you! 

SO L D I N  4  DAYS F O R $9,750,000

Business & Real Estate

Los Altos
	 73 3rd Street #36, Hickey Trust to 
Fallah Investments LLC for $1,101,000
	 2077 Eugenia Way, Makris Trust to 
B. & H. Chhatbar for $2,920,000
	 1445 Highland View Court, C. & B. 
Acly to L. & L. Laboy for $3,888,000
	 1020 Via Del Pozo, C. Aacrv to Y. & 
F. Li for $5,580,000
	 419 Los Pajaros Court, Mcintyre Fam-
ily Trust to M. & J. Tellado for $9,250,000

Mountain View
	 1943 Mount Vernon Court #107, 
Rodrigues Living Trust to B. & S. 
Kazerani for $650,000
	 1031 Crestview Drive #106, A. 
Raghunath to T. & P. Tse for $722,500
	 201 Flynn Avenue #13, J. Mccomb 
to J. Mcatamney for $840,000
	 201 Ada Avenue #6, L. Yao to A. & 
V. Musunuri for $1,850,000
	 1637 Grant Road, Yao & Song Fam-
ily Trust to Garcha & Clelo-Garcha 
Trust for $1,920,000
	 1892 Drew Avenue, Pillar Ventures 
LLC to G. Yousefian for $2,000,000
	 1116 Doyle Place, Wilson Family 
Trust to T. & Y. Yin for $2,750,000
	 1583 Gilmore Street, Hioki Survi-
vors Trust to Z. & J. Gu for $8,784,000
	 Information provided by CalREsource.

Transactions
Ben Armstrong, Consumer Watch-

dog’s actuary, is tracking voluminous but 
publicly available rate filings. He looked 
at insurers’ statements about the number 
of new policies they promise to write, and 
compared the new filings with each com-
pany’s previous rate filings. Armstrong 
told CalMatters it’s “not an exact science” 
because the filings mention commitments, 
not actual sales, and in some cases don’t 
include an exact timeline.

The new rules allow insurers to factor in 
catastrophe models and their reinsurance 
costs as long as they commit to increasing 
sales in high-risk areas. Of the 10 compa-
nies that requested rate increases under 
the new rules, only five have committed to 
selling more policies, the group’s analysis 
shows. 

The regulations call for insurance com-
panies to choose one of these options: 
Write 85% of their market share in high-
risk areas; grow their policies 5% in such 
areas; or increase their number of policies 
5% by taking customers out of the FAIR 
Plan. Some of the companies that have 
requested or secured rate increases claim 
they already meet the 85% threshold.

“What we’re looking at is the reality 
right now for Californians who have been 
saddled with rate hikes for the promise of 
more policies in the future,” said Carmen 

Balber, executive director of Consumer 
Watchdog. 

The state has seen its deadliest and most 
destructive fires in the past decade. Sever-
al years ago, insurance companies started 
complaining that California, which has 
authority over premium increases, was not 
approving them quickly enough to allow 
insurers to match their rates to the grow-
ing risk of climate change and wildfires. 
Some companies stopped writing new 
policies, or decided not to renew existing 
ones. Lara’s new regulations – which in-
clude provisions championed by the insur-
ance industry – aim to address the issue.

Balber said her group released its analy-
sis to stress that the state needs to do more 
to ensure that fire-safe homes are getting 
insurance coverage. She said the number 
of new policies insurers committed to 
so far is “minuscule” compared with the 
number of policies in the last-resort FAIR 
Plan, which continues to grow, although at 
a slower pace. Property owners turn to the 
state-mandated, insurance-run alliance 
when they can’t buy policies elsewhere, 
so the higher the number of policies in 
the plan, the poorer the health of the main 
insurance market. As of June, the FAIR 
Plan still had about 697,000 active policies, 
up 157% since September 2022.

Michael Soller, spokesperson for the in-
surance department, said the department 
will release its analysis once it has looked at 
the overall market and the data it collects 

annually. He doesn’t know whether the 
department will release an analysis before 
Lara’s term expires in January. … 

Former Insurance Commissioner Dave 
Jones said Lara could have required in-
surers to write more high-risk policies, 
especially considering the starting point 
was low because it was set after a period of 
non-renewals and no new policies. 

Jones also mentioned that surplus lines 
– policies from companies that are not 
licensed or regulated by the state, and not 
backed by the state if they go bankrupt – 
are growing in California because avail-
ability remains an issue.

But as of now, Mercury’s filing shows 
that it has committed to writing just 2,107 
new policies in distressed areas – so that’s 
what’s included in Consumer Watchdog’s 
analysis. The state approved an $85 million 
rate increase for the company.

The company that has secured the 
highest rate increase of more than $150 
million, Farmers, has committed to writ-
ing 5,596 new policies. …

California’s average home insurance 
costs have risen 5% so far this year, one of 
the biggest increases in the nation, accord-
ing to insurance-comparison site Insurify. 
More than 8 million homeowners in the 
state have insurance policies, according to 
the insurance department.

To read the full text of this article, see 
tinyurl.com/CalMatters-Insurance. 

INSURANCE
From Page 26
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730 S. El Monte Ave, Los Altos
$6,888,888

1700 Waverley St, Palo Alto
Price upon request

1131 Parkinson Ave, Palo Alto
$5,300,000

779 Garland Dr, Palo Alto
$3,560,000

246 Palo Alto Ave, Palo Alto
$3,750,000

2171 Clayton Dr, Menlo Park
Price upon request

788 Ames Ave, Palo Alto
$4,350,000

852 Ross Ct, Palo Alto
$4,220,000

444 San Antonio Rd, #2D, Palo Alto
$1,798,000

640 Fairmede Ave, Palo Alto
$7,900,000

780 S. El Monte Ave, Los Altos
$6,000,000

2704 Louis Rd, Palo Alto
$3,620,000

19503 Stevens Creek Blvd, Cupertino 
$1,648,000

601 Joandra Ct, Los Altos
$7,775,000

2070 Robinhood Ln, Los Altos
$3,928,000

409 Spruce Ln, Palo Alto
$3,598,000

For Sale

Just Sold by Julie

Servicing Bay Area Since 2002
Palo Alto Resident Since 1994
Fluent in Mandarin, Taiwanese

Julie Tsai Law Realty Group

Proud to be recognized by
RealTrends/Wall Street Journal 
as Top Agents, 2011–2026

Nearly $1 Billion in Sales Volume
Nearly 500 Properties Sold

Thinking About Selling And Buying?
Contact Julie, Your Palo Alto, Los Altos, Menlo Park Neighborhood Expert

www.JulieTsaiLaw.com
(650) 799-8888
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A Private Los Altos Hills Retreat, Designed for Living

GLOBAL REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
RANKED TOP 1% IN WSJ (OUT OF 1.6 MILLION REALTORS)
SILICON VALLEY
laura@laura-mccarthy.com
650.269.1609 | DRE #01895605

4 BED | 4.5 BATH | 4,044 SQFT. | 1 ACRE LOT | LUSH & TRANQUIL GARDENS | BAY VIEWS | SEAMLESS INDOOR-OUTDOOR LIVING

Main Residence 4,044 sqft., Pool House 700 sqft., Studio 112.5 sqft. and 4 car garage 1,038 sqft. Total square footage inc. garage is 5,895.5 sqft.

26833 DEZAHARA WAY, LOS ALTOS HILLS

Laura McCarthy

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

SHOWN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY | LISTED AT $9,800,000

P R O P E R T Y  W E B S I T E

LO O K B O O K
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14220 Wild Plum Lane, Los Altos Hills • $7,000,000

Just SoldJust Sold

Alice & Alicia Nuzzo

650.504.2394
REALTORS®

TeamNuzzo.com
alicia@sereno.com

DRE 0458678 | DRE 01127187

SERENO
Nuzzo

TEAM

THE

27500 Elena Rd, Los Altos Hills • $4,960,000 3416 Forbes Ave, Santa Clara • $2,020,000

The information contained herein has been obtained from third party sources deemed reliable but its accuracy is not guaranteed. Christie’s International Real Estate Sereno has not and will not verify the 
information and assumes no responsibility for its accuracy. Buyer should verify and investigate all information to Buyer’s satisfaction. If your home is currently listed with another agent, please disregard this 
marketing material.

Just SoldJust Sold Just SoldJust Sold
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SINGLE-LEVEL MODERN FARMHOUSE WITH CITY-APPROVED ADU
ON A RARE RECTANGULAR CUL-DE-SAC LOT IN NORTH LOS ALTOS

BUILT IN 2022  |  RECTANGULAR 14,322 SQ FT LOT ON A QUIET INTERIOR CUL-DE-SAC  |   DESIRABLE NORTH LOS ALTOS

HIGH-END FINISHES AND FIXTURES  |  24-FT LA CANTINA ACCORDION DOORS TO THE YARD  |  CHEF’S KITCHEN & GREAT ROOM

UNUSUALLY DEEP BACKYARD  |  EXPANSIVE DECK  |  POOL & SPA  |  NEAR DOWNTOWN & AMENITIES  |  LOS ALTOS SCHOOLS

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY   |  431CASITA.COM

5 BEDROOMS  |  5 FULL BATHROOMS  |  ATTACHED CITY-APPROVED ADU  |  THOUGHTFULLY DESIGNED  |  11-FT CEILINGS

CALL FOR PRICE

431 CASITA COURT LOS ALTOS

DAVID TROYER
650.440.5076
DAVID@TROYERCABOT.COM
TROYERCABOT.COM
LIC#01234450

MIKE CABOT
650.440.5076

MIKE@TROYERCABOT.COM
TROYERCABOT.COM

LIC#01372263
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Kathy 
Bridgman’s
NEW LISTING  
OF THE WEEK

The Only Single-Family Home at Gated Creekside Oaks
24 Bay Tree Lane, Los Altos

• 3 bedrooms and 3 full baths on one 
convenient level

• Approximately 2,243 square feet (not 
verified by Compass)

• Located just across from the pond and 
fountain at the gated entrance

• Expansive wraparound gardens and patios 
on approximately 4,190 square feet (not 
verified by Compass)

• Refinished hardwood floors with a beautiful 
matte finish

• Crown moldings, recessed/ceiling lighting, 
and dual-pane windows throughout

• Spacious formal living room with  
gas-log fireplace

• Formal dining room and concealed wet bar 

• Remodeled kitchen, island counter seating, 
and open family room with sliding glass 
doors to a private terrace

OPEN SAT & SUN  Oct. 3 & 4, 2:00 – 4:00pm

Price upon request | 24Baytree.com

• Stainless steel appliances with  
gas range

• Primary bedroom suite with organized 
walk-in closet and en suite bath  
with shower

• Second bedroom suite with jetted  
tub, large shower, and expansive 
makeup vanity

• Third bedroom served by a bath  
with shower

• Oversized attached 2-car garage  
with epoxy floor, washer and dryer, 
and large storage room

• Two community pools, spa, bocce 
court, and 20-acre park

• Just minutes to the Los Altos Village

• Excellent Los Altos schools (buyer  
to confirm)

650.868.7677
License #01189798
kathy@kathybridgman.com
kathybridgman.com 
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#1 Individual Agent  
Los Altos & 

Los Altos Hills, 2025

Per MLS reported number of sales for LA/LAH. 2025

The Results Are In. . .
No other individual agent 
sells more LA/LAH homes.

Work with the 
best in 2026!
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JUST LISTED

Open Sat & Sun 2:00-5:00 pm

462 Sleeper Avenue

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein 
is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may 
be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  

Kathleen Wilson

DRE 00902501 | 650.207.2017 
kathleen.wilson@compass.com
kathleenwilsonhomes.com

4 BD  |  3.5 BA  |  2,000± Sq Ft |  8,700 ± Sq Ft Lot  | Offered at $3,495,000

Renovated Historical Farmhouse

CALL FOR PRICE SALE PENDING

South Los Altos Fully Approved Plans on 
Buildable 22,000 Sq Ft Lot. Cul de Sac

1929 Laver Court · Mountain View
Sold with 9 Offers

ARTIST RENDERING
5BD | 5.5BA | 4,350 SQ FT | 4,036 GARAGE

4 BD  |  3.5 BA  |  2,000± Sq Ft |  8,700 ± Sq Ft Lot  | Offered at $3,495,000 | www.462sleeper.com
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Date of Notice: 09/23/2026 
(09-23,30-26,10-07-26)

236-T

1855 HAMILTON PARTNERS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN730157

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: 1855 
HAMILTON PARTNERS, 6037 Me-
ridian Avenue, San Jose, CA, 
95120,  Santa  C lara  Count y.
T h i s  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
by :  a  gene ra l  pa r t ne r sh ip . 
The  name  and  ma i l i ng  ad -
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Jon Wakimoto, 221 Main Street 
Unit 154, Los Altos, CA 94023, 
Janice Wakimoto, 6037 Merid-
ian Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  01 /12 /2004 . 
/ S /  J o n  W a k i m o t o  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/08/2026.
(09-16,23,30-26,10-07-26)

235-T

UNCONDITIONAL DOG
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN729759

The following person (persons) 
is (are) doing business as: UN-
CONDITIONAL DOG, 1534 Wil-
lowmont Ave,  San Jose,  CA , 
95118 ,  Santa  C lara  Count y.
Th is  bus iness is  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and mailing address of 
the registrant(s) is (are): UNCON-
DITIONAL DOG LLC, 1534 Willow-
mont Ave, San Jose, CA 95118. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  08 /24 /2026 . 
/ S /  B e t h a n y  G a r d n e r  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 08/24/2026.
(09-16,23,30-26,10-07-26)

234-T

PIRTEK REDWOOD CITY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN729945

The  fo l l ow ing  pe rson  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  PIRTEK REDWOOD CITY, 
21723 Regnar t Ct , Cuper t ino, 
CA, 95014, Santa Clara County.
Th is  bus iness is  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and mailing address of 
the registrant(s) is (are): CUPER-
TINO HYDRAULICS LLC, 21723 
Regnart Ct, Cupertino, CA 95014. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  12 /01 /2025 . 
/ S /  M a t t h e w  W e v e r  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 08/28/2026.
(09-16,23,30-26,10-07-26)

233-T

Busch Cognitive Systems
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN729983

The  fo l l ow ing  pe rson  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as : Busch Cognit ive Systems, 
11530 Upland Way, Cupertino, 
CA, 95014, Santa Clara County.

41 Gladys Ave., Mountain View, 
CA, 94043, Santa Clara County.
T h i s  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The  name  and  ma i l i ng  ad -
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Jose Luis Calv i l lo ,  P.O.  Box 
332, Mountain View, CA 94042. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  03 /16 /2016 . 
/ S /  J o s e  L u i s  C a l v i l l o  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/21/2026.
(09-30-26,10-07,14,21-26)

242-T

BIG BUX TRADING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN729982

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as : BIG BUX TRADING, 1811 
Wenr ick  C t ,  Los  A l tos ,  CA , 
94024 ,  Santa  C lara  Count y.
T h i s  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The  name  and  ma i l i ng  ad -
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
(are) : Pankaj Kamal, 1811 Wen-
rick Ct, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  09 /15 /2026 . 
/ S /  P a n k a j  K a m a l  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/01/2026.
(09-30-26,10-07,14,21-26)

241-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
SHERIFF'S SALE OF REAL 

PROPERTY 
(CCP 701.540) 
23CV409509

Ventura Hersey & Muller, LLP 
ATTN: Katerina U, Esq., SBN 335267 
1 5 0 6  H a m i l t o n  A v e n u e 
S a n  J o s e ,  C A  9 5 1 2 5 
( 4 0 8 )  5 1 2 - 3 0 2 2
Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Of-
f ice F i le  Number :  26002029

UNDER A WRIT OF EXECUTION, 
issued out of the Superior Court 
of California, County of Santa 
Clara on 03/06/2026, on a judg-
ment rendered on 01/26/2026, in 
favor of Norman Miller and against 
Robert Belstock for the sum of 
$250,090.60, plus interest and 
costs accrued after 03/06/2026; I 
HAVE LEVIED upon all the right, title, 
and claim of interest of the judg-
ment debtor/s, Robert Belstock in 
the real property, in the County of 
Santa Clara, described as follows: 

671 Rosita Avenue, City of Los 
Altos, County of Santa Clara, State 
of CA 94024 (APN 189-40-097) 
Common Address : 671 Rosita 
Avenue, Los Altos, CA 94024 
The land referred to herein is 
si tuated in the State of Cali -
fornia , County of Santa Clara 
and  desc r i b ed  a s  f o l l ows : 
BEGINNING AT A POINT IN THE 
CENTER LINE OF A 40 FOOT ROAD, 
KNOWN AS ROSE AVENUE, DIS-
TANT THEREON WEST 338.55 FEET 
FROM THE INTERSECTION OF SAID 
CENTER LINE WITH 'THE CENTER 
LINE OF SPRINGER ROAD, SAID 
POINT OF INTERSECTION BEING 
DISTANT SOUTHERLY ALONG THE 
CENTER LINE OF SPRINGER ROAD 
1220.50 FEET FROM THE NORTH-
EAST CORNER OF SECTION 32, 
TOWNSHIP 6 SOUTH, RANGE 2 
'WEST, M. D. B & M'., SAID POINT 

ALSO BEING THE SOUTHEAST-
ERLY CORNER OF THAT CER-
TAIN 1 ACRE PARCEL 'OF LAND 
DESCRIBED IN THE DEED FROM 
RICHARD P. MARQUISS, ET UX, TO 
MARTIN L. HALL, ET UX, DATED 
APRIL 9 1964 AND RECORDED 
APRIL 9, 1964 IN BOOK 6457 OF 
OFFICIAL RECORDS, PAGE 578, 
THENCE FROM SAID POINT OF 
BEGINNING ALONG THE EASTER-
LY LINE OF SAID 1 ACRE TRACT 
NORTH '0° 1' 57" EAST 20.00 FEET, 
TO THE TRUE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; THENCE FROM SAID TRUE 
POINT OF BEGINNING CONTINU-
ING ALONG THE EASTERLY LINE 
OF SAID 1 ACRE TRACT, NORTH 
0° 01' 57" EAST 366.27 FEET TO 
THE 'NORTHEASTERLY CORNER 
OF SAID 1 ACRE TRACT; THENCE 
ALONG THE NORTHERLY LINEOF 
SAID.1 ACRE TRACT NORTH 89° 
58' 14" WEST 110.94 FEET TO 
THE NORTHWESTERLY CORNER 
THEREOF; THENCE ALONG THE 
WESTERLY LINE OF SAID 1 ACRE 
TRACT SOUTH 0° 02' 40" WEST 
160.00 FEET TO A POINT, THENCE 
LEAVING SAID WESTERLY LINE 
AND PARALLEL TO THE SOUTH-
ERLY LINE OF SAID 1 ACRE TRACT 
SOUTH 89° 56' 45" EAST 90.97 
FEET TO A POINT; THENCE PAR-
ALLEL TO THE EASTERLY LINE 
OF SAID 1 ACRE TRACT SOUTH 
0° 01' 57" WEST 206.23 FEET-1,0 
THE NORTHERLY LINE OF ROSITA 
AVENUE 40 FEET WIDE; THENCE 
ALONG THE NORTHERLY LINE 
OF ROSITA AVENUE, SOUTH 89° 
56' 45" EAST 20.00 FEET TO THE 
TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING EX-
CEPTING THEREFROM THAT POR-
TION THEREOF AS CONVEYED 
BY MARTIN HALL, ET UX, ET AL, 
TO CITY OF LOS ALTOS, A MU-
NICIPAL CORPORATION BY QUIT-
CLAIM DEED DATED JANUARY 8, 
1965 AND RECORDED FEBRUARY 
26, 1965 IN BOOK 6863 OF OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS, PAGE 457 WHICH 
LIES WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF 
THE PREMISES MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCING AT A POINT IN 
THE CENTER LINE OF A 40 FOOT 
ROAD KNOWN AS ROSE AVENUE, 
DISTANT THEREON WEST 338.55 
FEET FROM THE INTERSECTION 
OF SAID CENTER LINE WITH THE 
CENTER LINE OF SPRINGER 
ROAD, SAID POINT OF INTERSEC-
TION BEING DISTANT SOUTHER-
LY ALONG THE CENTER LINE OF 
SPRINGER ROAD 1220.50 FEET 
FROM THE NORTHEAST COR-
NER OF SECTION 32, TOWNSHIP 
6 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST, M. D. 
BM. SAID POINT ALSO BEING THE 
SOUTHEASTERLY CORNER OF 
THAT CERTAIN 1 ACRE PARCEL OF 
LAND DESCRIBED IN THE DEED 
FROM RICHARD P. MARQUISS, ET 
UX, TO MARTIN L. HALL, ET UX, 
DATED APRIL 9, 1964 AND RE-
CORDED APRIL 9, 1964 IN BOOK 
6457 OF OFFICIAL RECORDS, 
PAGE 578, - THENCE FROM SAID 
POINT OF COMMENCEMENT 
ALONG THE EASTERLY LINE OF 
SAID 1.ACRE PARCEL NORTH 0° 
1' 57" EAST 20.00 FEET, TO THE 
TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING OF 
THIS DESCRIPTION ; THENCE 
FROM SAID TRUE POINT OF BE-
GINNING ALONG THE EASTERLY 
LINE OF SAID 1 ACRE PARCEL 
NORTH 0° 01' 57" EAST 10 FEET; 
THENCE PARALLEL TO THE 
SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID 1 ACRE 
PARCEL NORTH 89° 56' 45" WEST 
110.02 FEET TO THE WESTERLY 
LINE OF SAID 1 ACRE PARCEL, 
THENCE ALONG THE WESTERLY 
LINE OF SAID 1 ACRE PARCEL 
SOUTH 0° 02' 40" WESI 10 FEET 
TO NORTHERLY LINE OF ROSITA 
AVENUE 40 FEET WIDE; THENCE 

GARAGE 57 COLLISION 
CENTER LLC

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

FILE NO. FBN730646

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: GARAGE 
57 COLLISION CENTER LLC, 2075 
Alum Rock Ave Ste 2, San Jose, 
CA, 95116, Santa Clara County.
Th is  bus iness is  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and mailing address 
of the registrant(s) is (are) : GA-
R AGE 57  COLL IS ION CEN-
TER LLC, 2075 Alum Rock Ave 
Suite 2, San Jose, CA 95116. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  09 /15/2026 . 
/S/ Yesica Paola Guiza Quitian /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/24/2026.
(09-30-26,10-07,14,21-26)

246-T

CELL QUEST
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN730599

The following person (persons) 
is (are) doing business as: CELL 
QUEST, 1410 Kring Way, Los Altos, 
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County.
T h i s  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The  name  and  ma i l i ng  ad -
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
( a re ) :  Eve l y n  Ho rng ,  1410 
Kring Way, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  09 /20/2026 . 
/ S /  E v e l y n  H o r n g  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/23/2026.
(09-30-26,10-07,14,21-26)

244-T

LU’S DIRECT PEARLS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN730028

The  fo l l ow ing  pe rson  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business as: 
LU’S DIRECT PEARLS, 1182 
Arlington Lane, San Jose, CA, 
95129,  Santa  C lara  Count y.
T h i s  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e . 
The  name  and  ma i l i ng  ad -
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Wenqing Lu, 4285 Payne Ave, 
#10328, San Jose, CA 95117, 
Min Wang,  4285 Payne Ave, 
#10328, San Jose, CA 95117. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  09 /02/2010 . 
/ S /  W e n q i n g  L u  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/02/2026.
(09-30-26,10-07,14,21-26)

243-T

JLC HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SERVICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

FILE NO. FBN730494

The following person (persons) 
is (are) doing business as: (1) 
JLC HOME IMPROVEMENT SER-
VICES, (2 )  JLC HOME SER -
V ICES,  (3 )  CALVILLO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT SERVICES, (4) 
CALVILLO HOME SERVICES , 

ALONG TO THE NORTHERLY LINE 
OF ROSITA AVENUE SOUTH 89° 
56' 45" EAST 111.02 FEET TO 
THE TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING.

Per CCP 701.620, the minimum 
bid for this sale is $5,058,331.36. 

Prospective Bidders should refer to 
sections 701.510 to 701.680, inclu-
sive, of the Code of Civil Procedure 
for provisions governing the terms, 
conditions, and effect of the sale 
and the liability of default bidders. 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that I will proceed to sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder, for 
cash in lawful money of the Unit-
ed States, all rights, title and in-
terest of said judgment debtor in 
the above -described proper t y 
to satisfy said execution, with ac-
crued interest and costs on : 

NOVEMBER 4th 2026 at 10:00 AM 
Santa Clara Count y Sher i f f 's 
Of f ice 55 West  Younger Av -
enue San Jose California 95110 
DOORS OPEN AT 08:00 AM. ALL 
PERSONS MUST COMPLETE 
PRE-QUALIFICATION PROCESS 
NO LATER THAN 09 :45 AM. 
Directions to the property location 
can be obtained from the levying 
officer upon oral or written request. 

L iens may be present which 
may or may not survive this levy.

Robert Jansen, Sheriff
M. Harper #2161, Sheriffs autho-
rized agent
Date of Notice: 09/30/2026 
(09-30-26,10-07,14-26)

240-T

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
BETTY JANE COSTALES
CASE NO. 26PR202924

To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or 
both, of: BETTY JANE COSTALES
A Petition for Probate has been 
f i led by JAMES B. COSTALES 
in the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Pet i t ion for  Probate re -
quests that  JAMES B .  COS -
TALES be appointed as per-
sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
The Petition requests the dece-
dent's will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for exami-
nation in the file kept by the court.
The Petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representat ive to 
take many actions without obtain-
ing court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.
A  hea r i ng  on  t he  pe t i t i o n 
wi l l  be held in this cour t on 
10/23/2026 at 9:01AM in Dept. 
13 located at 191 NORTH FIRST 
STREET, SAN JOSE, CA 95113.
If you object to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear 
at the hearing and state your ob-
ject ions or f i le writ ten objec-

tions with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal repre-
sentative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code.
Other Cal i fornia statutes and 
legal authority may af fect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner: MARINA 
MODLIN, 800 W. EL CAMINO REAL, 
STE. 180, MOUNTIAN VIEW CA 
94040, Telephone: (800) 991-3070
9 / 2 3 ,  9 / 3 0 ,  1 0 / 7 / 2 6
C N S - 4 0 7 9 6 6 4 #
LO S  A LTO S  TO W N  C R I E R
(09-23,30-26,10-07,14-26)

239-T

F77METALWORKS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN730229

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business as: 
F77METALWORKS, 131 Sara-
toga Ave. 3309, Santa Clara, CA, 
95051,  Santa  C lara  Count y.
Th is  bus iness is  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and mailing address of 
the registrant(s) is (are) : FRAN-
CUZ 77 L.L.C., 131 Saratoga Ave. 
3309, Santa Clara, CA 95051. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  05 /24 /2026 . 
/ S /  E l e n a  S o l o g u b o v a  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/10/2026.
(09-23,30-26,10-07,14-26)

237-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
SHERIFF'S SALE OF REAL 

PROPERTY 
(CCP 701.540) 
21CV391414

H a n s o n  B r i d g e t t ,  L L P 
ATTN:  Wiemond Wu, SBN 322154 
425 Market Street , 26th Floor 
San Francisco,  CA   94105 
( 4 1 5 )  7 7 7 - 3 2 0 0
Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Of-
f ice F i le  Number :  26002028

UNDER A WRIT OF EXECUTION, 
issued out of the Superior Court of 
California, County of Santa Clara 
on 02/18/2026, on a judgment 
rendered on 12/23/2022, in favor 
of City of Los Altos and against 
Satish Ramachandran for the sum 
of $441,941.73, plus interest and 
costs accrued after 02/18/2026; I 
HAVE LEVIED upon all the right, title, 
and claim of interest of the judg-
ment debtor, Satish Ramachandran 
in the real property, in the County of 
Santa Clara, described as follows: 

Public Notices
889 Santa Rita Avenue, City of Los 
Altos, County of Santa Clara, State 
of CA 94022 (APN 167-18-060) 
P A R C E L  1 : 
Beginning at the intersection of the 
center line of Santa Rita Avenue with 
the center line of Los Altos Avenue 
(formerly Valora Avenue) ; thence 
along the center line of Santa Rita 
Avenue North 89° 33' West 29.48 
feet to a Northwesterly corner of that 
certain Parcel of land conveyed by 
Alfred Cadwallader, et ux, to Bernard 
Parrine, et ux, by Deed dated Febru-
ary 24, 1944 and recorded February 
24, 1944 in Book 1190 of Official 
Records Page 67; thence along the 
Westerly line of said Parcel of land 
South 0° 15' West 152.04 feet to 
the Southwesterly corner thereof; 
thence along the Southerly line of 
said Parcel of land South 89° 57' 
East 64 feet; thence leaving said 
Southerly line and running parallel 
with the Westerly line of said Parcel 
of land and the Northerly prolon-
gation thereof, North 0° 16' East 
172 feet, more or less, to the North-
erly line of Los Altos Avenue, thence 
along said line of Los Altos Avenue 
North 89° 33' West 34.52 feet to 
the center line of Santa Rita Avenue; 
thence along the center line of Santa 
Rita Avenue South 0° 15' West 20 
feet to the point of beginning, and 
being a part of Section 19, Township 
6 South, Range 2 West, M.D.B. & M. 
P A R C E L  2 : 
Beginning at a point in the center 
line of Los Altos Avenue (formerly 
Valora Avenue) (40 ft. wide) distant 
along said center line and prolonga-
tion thereof N. 0° 16' 00" E. 563.15 
ft.; from the point of intersection of 
said center line with the center line 
of Portola Avenue 40 ft. wide; thence 
N. 89° 57' 00" W. 41.22 ft. to the 
true point of beginning; thence N. 
89° 57' 00" W. 58.78 ft., thence N. 
0° 16' 00" W. 132.02 ft.; thence S. 
89° 18' 00" E. 5.15 ft; thence S. 33° 
35' 24" E. 9.00 ft. to the beginning of 
a curve to the right, concave to the 
West, with a central angle of 24° 59' 
13"; a radius of 308.46 ft.; thence on 
and along said curve 134.52 ft. to 
the true point of beginning and being 
a portion of Section 19, Township 6 
South, Range 2 West, M.D.B. & M.

Per CCP 701.620, the minimum 
bid for this sale is $3,870,000.00. 

Prospective Bidders should refer to 
sections 701.510 to 701.680, inclu-
sive, of the Code of Civil Procedure 
for provisions governing the terms, 
conditions, and effect of the sale 
and the liability of default bidders. 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that I will proceed to sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder, for 
cash in lawful money of the Unit-
ed States, all rights, title and in-
terest of said judgment debtor in 
the above -described proper t y 
to satisfy said execution, with ac-
crued interest and costs on : 

OCTOBER 28th 2026 at 2:00 PM 
Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Of-
fice   55 West Younger Avenue   
San Jose   California   95110 
DOORS OPEN AT 12:00 PM. ALL 
PERSONS MUST COMPLETE 
PRE-QUALIFICATION PROCESS 
NO LATER THAN 1:45 PM. Direc-
tions to the property location can 
be obtained from the levying of-
ficer upon oral or written request.  

L iens may be present which 
may or may not survive this levy.

Robert Jansen, Sheriff
M. Harper #2161, Sheriffs autho-
rized agent
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teca de leyes de su condado o en 
la corte que le quede más cerca. Si 
no puede pagar la cuota de presen-
tación, pida al secretario de la corte 
que le dé un formulario de exen-
ción de pago de cuotas. Si no pre-
senta su respuesta a tiempo, puede 
perder el caso por incumplimiento 
y la corte le podrá quitar su sueldo, 
dinero y bienes sin más advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. Es re-
comendable que llame a un abo-
gado inmediatamente. Si no conoce 
a un abogado, puede llamar a un 
servicio de remisión a abogados. 
Si no puede pagar a un abogado, 
es posible que cumpla con los 
requisitos para obtener servicios 
legales gratuitos de un programa 
de servicios legales sin fines de 
lucro. Puede encontrar estos gru-
pos sin fines de lucro en el sitio 
web de California Legal Services, 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org) , en el 
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de 
California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov) 
o poniéndose en contacto con la 
corte o el colegio de abogados lo-
cales. AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene 
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y los 
costos exentos por imponer un gra-
vamen sobre cualquier recuperación 
de $10,000 ó más de valor recibida 
mediante un acuerdo o una con-
cesión de arbitraje en un caso de 
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el 
gravamen de la corte antes de que 
la corte pueda desechar el caso.
 
T he  name  and  add res s  o f 
the court is : (El nombre y di-
r e c c i ó n  d e  l a  c o r t e  e s ) :
T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T 
O F  C A L I F O R N I A ,  C O U N -
T Y  O F  S A N T A  C L A R A
191 NORTH F IRST STREET, 
S A N  J O S E ,  C A  9 5 1 1 3
C A S E  N U M B E R :  ( N ú m e -
ro  de l  Caso ) :  25CV475023
 
The name, address, and tele -
phone number of plaintiffs attor-
ney, or plaintiff without an attorney, 
is: (El nombre, la dirección y el 
número de teléfono del abogado 
del demandante, o del deman-
dante que no tiene abogado, es):
William L. Coggshall  
(619) 696-6700
Gordon Rees Scully 
Mansukhani, LLP
101 W. Broadway, Ste. 2000, 
San Diego, CA 92101
DATE: 9/11/2025 3:47 PM (Fecha)
L. Quach-Marcellana, Clerk of the 
Court, Deputy  (Secretario) (Adjunto)
(09-09,16,23,30-26)

224-T

Public Notices
T h i s  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The  name  and  ma i l i ng  ad -
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Kevin Ryan Busch, 11530 Up-
land Way, Cupertino, CA 95014. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  08 /23 /2026 . 
/ S /  Ke v i n  R y a n  B u s c h  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 09/01/2026.
(09-16,23,30-26,10-07-26)

232-T

Islamic Beliefs
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN729700

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: Islamic 
Beliefs, 4415 Fortran Ct, San Jose, 
CA, 95134, Santa Clara County.
T h i s  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a  c o r p o r a t i o n . 
The name and mailing address of 
the registrant(s) is (are) : Imamia 
Educat ion Center,  4415 For-
tran Ct, San Jose, CA 95134. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  07 /06 /2021. 
/ S /  A m i r  M i t h a n i  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 08/21/2026.
(09-16,23,30-26,10-07-26)

231-T

Brodie Club
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN729318

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business as: 
Brodie Club, 4546 El Camino 
Real B10 #910, Los Altos, CA, 
94022,  Santa  C lara  Count y.
Th is  bus iness is  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and mailing address of 
the registrant(s) is (are): Longfellow 
Creative, LLC, 4546 El Camino Real 
B10 #910, Los Altos, CA 94022. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  08 /06 /2026 . 
/ S /  D a v i d  N u r s e  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 08/07/2026.
(09-16,23,30-26,10-07-26)

230-T

Huang Wellness Consulting
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN729367

The  fo l l ow ing  pe rson  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  Huang Wel lness Consul t -
ing, 148 W Alma Av, San Jose, 
CA, 95110, Santa Clara County.
T h i s  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The  name  and  ma i l i ng  ad -
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
(are) :  Wei Huang, 729 Coak-
ley Dr, San Jose, CA 95117. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  02 /01/2026 . 
/ S /  W e i  H u a n g  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 08/11/2026.
(09-16,23,30-26,10-07-26)

229-T

PARKPAWS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN729944

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: PARK-
PAWS, 302 Toyon Ave, San Jose, 
CA, 95127, Santa Clara County.
Th is  bus iness is  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The  name  and  ma i l i ng  ad -
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
(are) :  BAY ROOTS LLC, 302 
Toyon Ave, San Jose, CA 95127. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  08 /28/2026 . 
/S/  Serg io  Cas t i l l o - Cur ie l  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 08/28/2026.
(09-09,16,23,30-26)

226-T

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

 
N O T I C E  T O  D E F E N D A N T : 
( AV I S O  A L  D E M A N DA D O ) :
S tephen F inn ,  an  ind i v idua l
 
Y O U  A R E  B E I N G 
S U E D  B Y  P L A I N T I F F :
( L O  E S T  D E M A N D A N -
D O  E L  D E M A N D A N T E ) :
R ichard Avelar  & Associates
 
NOTICE! You have been sued. 
The court may decide against 

you without your being heard un-
less you respond within 30 days. 
Read the in format ion be low.
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after 
this summons and legal papers 
are served on you to file a written 
response at this court and have a 
copy served on the plaintiff. A letter 
or phone call will not protect you. 
Your written response must be in 
proper legal form if you want the 
court to hear your case. There may 
be a court form that you can use for 
your response. You can find these 
court forms and more information 
at the California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law library, or 
the courthouse nearest you. If you 
cannot pay the filing fee, ask the 
court clerk for a fee waiver form. 
If you do not file your response 
on time, you may lose the case by 
default, and your wages, money, 
and property may be taken with-
out further warning from the court.
There are other legal requirements. 
You may want to call an attorney 
right away. If you do not know an at-
torney, you may want to call an attor-
ney referral service. If you cannot af-
ford an attorney, you may be eligible 
for free legal services from a non-
profit legal services program. You 
can locate these nonprofit groups 
at the California Legal Services Web 
site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the 
California Courts Online Self-Help 
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/self-
help) , or by contacting your local 
court or county bar association. 
NOTE: The court has a statutory 
lien for waived fees and costs on 
any settlement or arbitration award 
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. 
The courts lien must be paid be-
fore the court will dismiss the case. 
AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si 
no responde dentro de 30 días, 
la corte puede decidir en su con-
tra sin escuchar su versión. Lea 
la información a continuación.
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO 
después de que le entreguen esta 
citación y papeles legales para pre-
sentar una respuesta por escrito en 
esta corte y hacer que se entregue 
una copia al demandante. Una carta 
o una llamada telefónica no lo prote-
gen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene 
que estar en formato legal correcto 
si desea que procesen su caso en 
la corte. Es posible que haya un 
formulario que usted pueda usar 
para su respuesta. Puede encon-
trar estos formularios de la corte 
y más información en el Centro de 
Ayuda de las Cortes de California 
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblio-

Please look forward to our

Magazine this November!
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EVENTS
K-Pop Dance Night. Oct. 2, 7 p.m. 

Peterson Middle School, Sunnyvale. A 
space to connect in person, perform, and 
celebrate Korean pop culture together. 
While many students in the Bay Area 
share an interest in K-pop, there are not 
always many local opportunities for them 
to gather, dance, and express themselves 
as a community. The event will include live 
dance performances, a random play dance, 

and free K-pop merch raffles sponsored by 
KCloud. Attendance is free.

“The Sky’s the Limit,” presented by 
Peninsula Harmony Chorus. Oct. 3, 2  p.m.  
Grace Lutheran Church, 3149 Waverly St., 
Palo Alto. Based in Los Altos with members 
from throughout the Bay Area, Peninsula 
Harmony Chorus is a “no audition” chorus 
that has been singing together for over 25 
years – pop, jazz, folk and more. There will 
be a sing-along as well as free light refresh-

ments. Attendance is $15. For more infor-
mation, visit peninsulaharmony.org.

FabMo 15th Annual Artisans Market. 
Oct. 4, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Los Altos Com-
munity Center, 97 Hillview Ave. The event 
will showcase the work of nearly 40 local 
makers offering uniquely beautiful, sustain-
ably-handcrafted fine art, fashion accesso-
ries, home decor items, jewelry, toys, gifts, 

Datebook is a free listing of events, groups and meetings in Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and Mountain 
View run by nonprofits.  It is always available online and runs on a space-available basis in our weekly 
print edition. To be considered for inclusion, send your notices via email to avaa@latc.com and in-
clude a contact name, phone number and fee to participate (if applicable).

See DATEBOOK, Page 39

Datebook
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others. He taught his daughters to 
work hard, own their mistakes, 
care for others, and step forward 
when leadership was needed. 
Even in his final years, his humor 
remained unmistakably Andy. 
Those who cared for him became 
deeply attached to him, drawn to 
his warmth, laughter, and ability to 
make them feel like family.

He loved flying, reading, trav-
eling the world, and sharing sto-
ries of military missions, aviation 
adventures, and faraway places. 
Andy held himself to the same 
values he taught his family, striv-
ing throughout his life to live with 
integrity, accountability, generos-
ity, and humor.

In lieu of f lowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to The 
Brain Support Network (https://
brainsupportnetwork.org/)

Fair winds and following seas, 
Captain. Thank you for showing us 
how to live with courage, humility, 
and joy.

HOWARD ANDERSON 
“ANDY” BOWLES

PROSPER FREDERICK 
NEUMANN, JR.

January 6, 1936 – 
July 30, 2026

June 12, 1938 – 
August 22, 2026

Howard Anderson “Andy” 
Bowles, devoted husband, father, 
grandfather, naval aviator, airline 
captain, and lifelong adventurer, 
passed away peacefully at his home 
in Los Altos, California, on July 
30, 2026, at the age of 90.

Born in Alhambra, California, 
Andy received a Navy scholarship 
to the University of Washington, 
where he earned a B.S. in Mechani-
cal Engineering. He went on to be-
come a U.S. Naval Aviator, serving 
during the Vietnam War and retir-
ing as a Commander after a distin-
guished career that included com-
mand of Patrol Squadron VP-91.

Andy continued his life in the 
skies with Western Airlines and 
later as a Captain for Delta Air 
Lines. Flying was more than a ca-
reer; it was a lifelong passion and 
the source of many of his favorite 
stories.

For nearly 68 years, Andy 
shared his life with his beloved 
wife, Molly. Together they built a 
family grounded in love, laughter, 
hard work, and personal respon-
sibility.

He is survived by Molly; his 
daughters, Susan Zecher (Jim) and 
Shari Bowles Gibbons (Phil); his 
grandchildren, Tim Zecher and 
Catie Zecher; and his brother, Bill 
Bowles (Judie).

Andy will be remembered most 
for his integrity, sense of humor, 
curiosity, and genuine interest in 

Pros was born in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, on June 12, 1938, and 
spent his youth in Delaware and 
Pennsylvania. He attended Cor-
nell University, where he earned 
both a bachelor’s and master’s 
degree in mechanical engineer-
ing. After graduating, he worked 
for Hercules Powder Company in 

Magna, Utah before moving to Mt. 
View, California, where he worked 
on the Polaris missile program at 
Lockheed. In 1966, Pros began 
his career with IBM in Califor-
nia, where he remained until he 
retired.

In 1967, Pros married Mary 
Lou Kessler. They shared 59 won-
derful years together and raised 
three sons: Rob, Scott, and Erik. 
In 1973 they purchased a cabin at 
Lake Tahoe where they created 
countless family memories enjoy-
ing summers on the lake and win-
ters in the mountains.

Pros had a love for travel that 
began during his college years, 
when he spent summers in Sweden 
and traveled throughout Europe 
while his parents were living there 
for his father’s business. After re-
tiring from IBM, Pros and Mary 
Lou continued to travel exten-
sively. Every year brought a new 
adventure, shared with family and 
friends.

One of Pros’ favorite hobbies 
was model trains. His passion for 
trains took the family to many 
train sites and led to memorable 
journeys, including trips on the 
Ghan in Australia and the Orient 
Express in England, as well as nu-
merous excursion trains through-
out the United States. He also en-
joyed golf and the friendships he 
shared with his golf buddies.

Family was the most important 
thing in Pros’ life. His wife, sons, 
daughters-in-law, and grandchil-
dren were the light of his life. He 
was a wonderful father and grand-
father. He will always be remem-
bered as a kind and gentle man 
blessed with a sense of humor. He 
treasured his family deeply, and 
the memories they created togeth-
er will be cherished forever.

Pros leaves behind his beloved 
wife, Mary Lou Neumann; his 
sons, Robert Kessler Neumann 
(wife, Melissa Neumann), Scott 
Prosper Neumann (wife, Vanessa 
Neumann), and Erik Sherwood 
Neumann; and his grandchildren, 
Zachary, Carter, Tyler, Elsa, and 
Annika.

Obituary Notice

If you would like to submit an obituary to run inthe Town Crier, 
please email obits@latc.com.

holiday items and even pet accessories. 
All of the items sold will be crafted from 
the roughly 70 tons of discarded designer 
textiles, leather, wood and other materials 
FabMo diverts from the landfill each year.

Backroads and Crossroads – Com-
munity School of Music and Art Fall Con-
cert series. Oct. 9 at 7:30 p.m. Tateuchi 
Hall, 230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain 
View. Local duo Bagwell & Troy present 
a lively program of foundational blues and 
country music by musicians such as Elmore 
James and Johnny Cash, as well as their 
own stirring, original songs. Reserve tick-
ets atarts4all.org/events.  

Spooky times at Deer Hollow Farm. 
Oct. 17, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Deer Hollow 
Farm, 22500 Cristo Rey Drive, Cupertino. 
Meet the farm animals, enjoy spooky crafts 
and activities, and explore the haunted 
barnyard at this family-friendly Hallow-
een event. Admission is $10 ($7 in costume; 
free for kids 12 months and under) with all 
net admissions directly funding field trip 
scholarships for local schoolchildren. For 
more information, visit deerhollowfarm.
org/special-events. 

Colors of Sound: And Evening of 
Piano Imagery – Community School of 
Music and Art Fall Concert series. Oct. 
24 at 7:30 p.m. Tateuchi Hall, 230 San 
Antonio Circle, Mountain View. Naoko 
Kasai transforms the piano into a story-
teller, revealing the distinct voices of four 
composers: Haydn, Beethoven, Debussy, 
Chopin. Through them, she explores the 
full spectrum of human emotion – joy, sor-
row, passion and comfort. Reserve tickets 
at arts4all.org/events. 

The Davin-Levin Duo – Community 
School of Music and Art Fall Concert 
series. Nov. 15 at 3:30 p.m. Tateuchi Hall, 
230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View. 
Emily Levin, Principal Harp of the Dallas 
Symphony Orchestra, and Colin Davin, 
Director of Guitar Studio at Shenandoah 
Conservatory, present a unique instrument 
combination in a memorable and dynamic 
chamber music experience. Reserve tickets 
at arts4all.org/events.  

CSMA Merit Scholars Winter Con-
cert – Community School of Music and 
Art Fall Concert series. 

Dec. 11 at 7:30 p.m. Tateuchi Hall, 
230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View. 
CSMA Merit Scholar student ensembles 
and soloists perform favorite selections in 
the popular annual event. Join us to experi-
ence the joy of music from these outstand-
ing rising stars. Reserve tickets at arts4all.
org/events. 

Coffee Together. First Tuesday of ev-
ery month, 1:30 p.m. Red Berry Coffee, 145 
Main St. Group for widowed and divorced 
folks over the age of 60. Combat the loneli-
ness epidemic by taking a small step in con-
nection. Meet others navigating life after 60 
without a partner. For more information, 
check out instagram.com/coffeetogether-
losaltos/ 

The Community Women’s Chorus. 
Mondays starting Sept. 14, noon to 2:15 
p.m. Mountain View Community Center, 
Cedar Room, 201 S. Rengstoff Ave. The 
Community Women’s Chorus is looking 

for new singers! We are a non-audition 
chorus, sponsored by the Los Altos 
Mountain View Community Founda-
tion’s Local Impact Collective. Tuition 
for the fall quarter is $210. New singers 
should arrive 15 minutes early. Come try 
us out to see if we are a good fit for you. 
For more information, visit https://www.
communitywomenschorus.org. 

Los Altos Main Library. All events held 
in the main library, 13 S. San Antonio Road   

Beginner friendly salsa. Oct. 1, 7 p.m. 
Orchard Room. Come as you are for this 
beginner-friendly salsa class, taught by a 
competitive dancer and instructor from 
Studio M Ballroom Club. The class is open 
to all skill levels and partners are not re-
quired. Learn how to feel good and look 
good on the dance floor. Program is free 
and open to the public.  No registration 
necessary.  

Kira Hooks Music Performance. Oct. 
3, 2 p.m. Join us for a live music perfor-
mance by Kira Hooks to celebrate Filipi-
no American History Month.  Her music 
blends elements of soul, jazz, R&B and folk, 
characterized by a rich, fluid vocal style and 
emotionally resonant songwriting.

Bookmark Stories. Oct. 4, 4:30 p.m. 
Bookmark Stories is a community art 
project sponsored by Stanford School of 
Medicine that invites people to share their 
immigration journeys, whether their own 
or their family’s – through a simple, pow-
erful medium: a bookmark. By writing 
or drawing on a small piece of paper, par-
ticipants capture moments of transition, 
memory, and identity. Each contribution 
adds to a larger narrative of movement and 
belonging, reminding us that while every 
story is unique, the experience of transition 
connects us all. Your bookmark will join 
the community collection displayed at the 
Stanford Health Library, Hoover Pavilion 
(privacy and anonymity respected for all 
participants).

Ballot Measures Pros and Cons. Oct. 
5, 7  p.m. The League of Women Voters will 
present an explanation of the California 
ballot measures.

A Cozy welcome: Upcycled Fabric 
Wreaths. Oct. 8, 6:30 p.m. Orchard Room.  
Join community educator and sustainable 
artist Leila Ghasempor for a relaxing, 
hands-on workshop where participants 
will transform colorful fabric and tex-
tured textiles into a beautiful, handcrafted 
wreath for their door or wall.  Perfect for 
all skill levels; no prior sewing experience 
is needed.  Program is designed for adults 
and teens.  All materials will be provided.  
No registration necessary. 

Genealogy Lab. Oct. 9, 10 a.m., Oct. 
23, 10 a.m. Orchard Room. Come to the 
Los Altos Library to work on your current 
family history research project in the com-
pany of other genealogy hobbyists.  Bring 
whatever you need for your work (e.g. 
computer, reference materials, notebook).  
While this is not an instructional session, 
you can get peer support for questions as 
well as access to the library’s genealogy 
collection, including Ancestry and other 
databases.  Hosted by volunteers from the 
Los Altos Chapter, Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution.  No registration necessary.

DATEBOOK
From Page 38
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RYAN GOWDY

Representation Without Ego
Local Knowledge. Proven Results.

A lifelong Los Altos resident and second-generation real estate agent, 
Ryan brings 20+ years of experience, deep local knowledge, and a 
hands-on approach to every transaction. Consistently ranked among 
the top real estate agents in Los Altos, Ryan personally guides his 
clients through every detail, from preparation to negotiation, with a 
commitment to delivering an exceptional experience.

Ryan Gowdy
RYANGOWDY.COM  |  RYAN.GOWDY@THEAGENCYRE.COM
408.309.8660  |  LIC. # 01322889

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN COUNT ON. 
REPRESENTATION YOU CAN TRUST.

JUST SOLD WITH 14 OFFERS!
1964 DEODARA DRIVE |  LOS ALTOS

LISTED $3,598,000 | SOLD $4,588,800

4 BEDS | 3 BATHS | 2,430 SQ.FT.

©2026 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks; all rights reserved. The Agency fully supports the Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
The Agency, its affiliates, subsidiaries, and franchises make no representations, warranties, or guaranties as to the accuracy of the information contained 
herein, including square footage, lot size or other information concerning the condition, suitability or features of the property. All material is intended 
for informational purposes only and has been obtained from public records, MLS, or other sources believed to be reliable, but not verified. You should 
conduct a careful, independent investigation of the information and property, and consult with appropriate professionals, such as  appraisers, architects, 
civil engineers, etc.  If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. We do not intend to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. 
We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. CalDRE #01904054.

THEAGENCYRE.COM
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