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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT & ENJOY 
ALL LOS ALTOS HAS TO OFFER.
SHOP, DINE & BE LOCAL @LOSALTOS

visit whatsopenlosaltos.org
for a list of outdoor dining,
retail and more.
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COVER PHOTO: Nicky, from left, Jen, Kate and 
Steve McGuigan and their dog, Whitney, stand 

beside their Little Free Library in Los Altos.
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While the COV ID-19 
pandemic shut tered 
schools, restaurants and 

retail, it never completely subdued 
Mountain View’s public gardens; 
the city’s Latham, Willowgate and 
Senior Center community gardens 
stayed open throughout lockdown, 
albeit with new requirements such as 
mask wearing, social distancing and 
directives against the sharing of tools.

The public demand for plots remains 
high, and garden staff maintain 
extensive waitlists for each of the 
three sites. Hopefuls interested in 
the Willowgate garden, for example, 
have a three- to four-year slog ahead 
of them. 

MOUNTAIN VIEW 
PUBLIC GARDENS 
GROW IN POPUL ARIT Y
BY MEGAN V. WINSLOW 
STAFF WRITER  |  meganw@latc.com

ERIC DAVIDOVE 
PHOTOGRAPHER

SUBURBAN OASIS

Mountain View resident Steve 
Carney waters the plants in his 

Latham Community Garden plot.
PHOTO BY ERIC DAVIDOVE 

SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

A: A mulch path divides the Latham Community Garden. B, C, D: Among the produce 
grown at the Latham Community Garden are kohlrabi, top, strawberries and cabbage. 

PHOTOS BY ERIC DAVIDOVE | SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER
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The Latham Community Garden, 
the 0.8-acre, city-owned property 
at the corner of Latham Street and 
Shoreline Boulevard, opened in 
August 2019 following direction 
from the Mountain View Parks and 
Recreation Commission. It features 84 
6-foot-by-18-foot plots, some of which 
are offered for rent to low-income 
families at reduced fees. Town Crier 
freelance photographer Eric Davidove 
spent a recent Sunday morning with 
the green thumbs of Latham.

As of June 14, gardeners had staked 
claim to all 248 of Mountain View’s 
community garden plots.

To be added to a waitlist, email 
gardens@mountainview.gov. Include 
your full name, mailing address and 
phone number. T

A: C.W. Hobbs, left, surveys his plot before 
digging. B: Linda Egger waters her veggies. 
C: Sue Kaplan cleans out her artichokes to 
make room for new plantings. D: A watermelon 
dangles over the side of a plot. E: The Latham 

Community Garden consists of 84 plots.

PHOTOS BY ERIC DAVIDOVE 
SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER
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Thurs, July 22, 6:30pm to 8:30pm
hizwildfirejuly22.eventbrite.com  

REGISTER AT:

Wed, August 11, 6:30pm to 8:30pm
hizwildfireaug11.eventbrite.com  

Tues, August 31, 6:30pm to 8:30pm
hizwildfireaug31.eventbrite.com  

Research shows, flying embers and small flames cause home fires during a 
wildfire. 

Learn simple ways to make your home safer (home hardening techniques) 
and to better protect it from wildfire. the immediate area surrounding your 
home (0’ to 5’), is most vulnerable to embers and the effects of radiant heat.

*Santa Clara County Fire Safe Council

Join This Class to Reduce Wildfire Risks at Home!
PREPARE YOUR HOME IGNITION ZONE (HIZ) TODAY!

For more fire safety and emergency 
preparedness information, 

visit and bookmark the 
Los Altos Hills County Fire District 

www.lahcfd.org

HOME IGNITION ZONE (HIZ)*

Women’s dignity is not always front and center 
in traditional garment drives. The Bay Area-
based nonprofit organization Be a Dear and 

Donate a Brassiere (BAD) offers a solution for that unmet 
need. Since its founding in 2009 by Eileen Hunter, Lisa 
Collins and Beverly Williams, BAD has collected more 
than 35,000 bras, donated directly to local women and 
nonprofit groups serving women and homeless shelters.

BAD’s mission is to impact women’s lives and help 
give women self-assurance by providing new and gently 
used undergarments. The group does it in an eco-friendly 
manner by having women donate, share and recycle 
their pieces.
“We are making sure that every woman has a bra 

that fits, and that she can feel self-dignity, go to (job) 
interviews and just be healthy,” Hunter said.

Hunter credits BAD’s sponsor, the San Jose Women’s 
Club, which took them under its wing in 2014, with 
how far they’ve come. Through the Women’s Club, 
BAD expanded its network of women willing to host 
fundraising events and drives.

Over the years, BAD has partnered with businesses 
and women’s and girls’ organizations to promote bra 
drives and organized fundraising and service events, 
including Communi-Tea, OktoBRAfest, Comedy 
Unhooked, the Makeover Day Project (where homeless 
women received a full makeover treatment including 
outfit and bra selections), as well as a Bra Bank. The 
Bra Bank collects donated funds for BAD to purchase 
two bras for any woman who has special fitting needs. 
BAD also currently has five drop-off locations, including 
Eco-Fash at 251 Main St. in Los Altos. 

BY MARIE GODDERIS 
TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

66 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
(650) 948-0881

DeMartiniOrchard.com

De MARTINI
ORCHARD

Kozy Brothers

Your Everyday Farmers Market 
Farm Fresh and Always the Best

GIVING BACK

A BAD beneficiary collects a handful of items. PHOTO COURTESY OF BAD

Los Altos Hills resident Lyn Rogers displays the undergarments 
she collected for Be a Dear and Donate a Brassiere (BAD). 

PHOTO BY ANDREW YEE | SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

BAD 
does 
good

NONPROFIT 
PROVIDES 

UNDERGARMENTS 
FOR THE 

UNDERPRIVILEGED

R

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View
650.961.8700

STERLING
C U S T O M  U P H O L S T E R Y

R E U P H O L S T E R Y  R E C Y C L E S !

$9250 LABOR SPECIAL
Total Price For Labor On 
Standard Couch or Chair

Plus the cost of any fabric you select from our complete line of fabrics. Labor price of $92.50 
includes frame, spring and webbing repair. Additional charge for cushion filler, tufting and 

channeling. Customer supplied fabric charged at standard labor rate of $70 per yard.

SterlingCustomUpholstery.com

Reduce, Reuse & Redecorate

55
ANNIVERSARY
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Although the pandemic slowed 
down BAD’s bra collection drives, 
the organization continued to host 
meetings every third Thursday of the 

month. Hunter said BAD hopes to 
host another Communi-Tea in the  
near future, where women who could 
benefit from the program are invited  

to a luncheon to share their stories, receive support and 
“shop“ from the donations.

“Communi-Tea provides a safe space with other women 
experiencing similar traumas for an afternoon of respite 
and nurturing,” Hunter said. “We want all of the women 
to come away with a bra that fits, joy and increased 
dignity.”

MOBILIZING OTHERS

BAD has inspired other local residents to join the effort 
in supporting women. Los Altos Hills resident Lyn 
Rogers became familiar with underprivileged women’s 
needs through her past work with Project Homeless 
Connect.

“They were lacking bras for years, and Eileen really 
inspired me to start doing bra drives,” Rogers said. “I 
felt that doing this helps women feel more confident and 
empowered. Many women have unused bras sitting in 
their drawer, and it’s such an easy and great thing that 
people can donate.”

Over the past month, Rogers has sought out donations 
by using the online Nextdoor network; she’s collected 
more than 100 items to donate to Eco-Fash.

Another volunteer, Elise Mullen from Presentation 
High School, rallied the support of her high school peers 
by organizing 2019 OctoBRA and 2020 NovemBRA 
drives, at which students collected a total of more than 
1,300 undergarments.

“Many of the women who receive the bra and 
undergarments from Be a Dear and Donate a Brassiere 
are women faced with numerous hardships and often 
uncertainty,” Mullen said. “A proper, well-fitting bra has 
the power to promote feelings of dignity and confidence 
in women of all ages.”

To donate and for more information, visit sjwomansclub.
org/groups/be-a-dear. T

”
“We are making sure 

that every woman 
has a bra that fits, 

and that she can feel 
self-dignity, go to 

(job) interviews and 
just be healthy. 

– EILEEN HUNTER

Epicurean Group is a contract Food Service Management Company 
dedicated to sustainable dining.

111 Main St. Ste #3 Los Altos, CA 94022
415-895-2800 | www.epicurean-group.com

Women sort through undergarments at a 
BAD event. PHOTO COURTESY OF DEB HOAG

Serving 
Santa Clara & San Mateo Counties 

Here for our local community, no matter what, since 1981

PAZMANY BROS. PAZMANY BROS. 
LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

650-941-8596650-941-8596
www.PazmanyBros.comwww.PazmanyBros.com

Complete Property Maintenance & 
Yard Installation

• Landscape Design & Installation  
• Irrigation Installation & Repairs  

• Yard Demolition 
• Curbing & Hardscape Services

All Inquiries Responded Within 48 Hours 
Lic. #992858
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L O S  A LT O S  R O TA R Y ’ S  4 6 T H  A N N U A L  O P E N - A I R  A R T  S H O W

FINE ART  PARK

August 14-15, 2021 10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Lincoln Park, Los Altos

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS!

RotaryArtShow.com Illustration and poster design: Alexander Atkins Design, Inc.

GOLD SPONSORS

WINE GLASS 
SPONSOR

CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Judy and Cindy  
Bogard- Tanigami Team
Neil & Karen Bonke

Mona Armistead
Kathy Berry

Sally and Mario Chaves

Teri and Joe Eyre
Karen Greguras

Ester Ng – Ameriprise Financial
Mel Kahn

Patricia Rohrs

Mark Rogge
Suzanne Small

George Stafford

Stan Scardino &  
Susan Estrem

Starlight Caregivers-  
Duanni Hurd

SILVER SPONSORS

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

Judy Miner – Foothill-De Anza Community 
College District

Susie and Neal Mielke

Prime Fiduciary Services LLC
Cedar Crest Nursing and 

Rehabilitation Center
Price Law Firm – Harry Price

Aaron Alvarez Mendoza Photography
Alexander Atkins Design, Inc.

Boy Scouts, Troop 37
Chef Chu’s Restaurant

City of Los Altos
Gardner Bullis School

Gordon Biersch
Green Town Los Altos

IN-KIND SPONSORS
Le Boulanger

Los Altos Chamber of Commerce
Los Altos High School Interact Club

Los Altos Mountain View High School District
Los Altos School District

Los Altos Town Crier
Mission Trail Waste Systems

Mountain View Los Altos High School District

Peet’s Coffee – Los Altos (State Street)
Pinewood School Interact Club
Safeway – Los Altos Downtown

Starbucks Coffee – Los Altos (Main 
Street)

Town of Los Altos Hills
Day Workers Center
United Site Services

Margie & Len Edwards
Crysta Krames & Clayton Peters
Sandy Mingia & Gary Maggard

Donna Verna, NCG CLPF
Jie Bai

Dr. Aaron Neufeld

Tootle through a Silicon Valley 
residential neighborhood and you’re 
bound to eventually spot one hugging 

a street or sidewalk: a brightly colored box one 
might easily mistake for an oversized mailbox. 
Peek inside. Instead of letters and packages, 
the glass door reveals biographies, murder 
mysteries, young adult novels and pulp fiction. 
They’re all free. Take one. Leave one.

Inspired by existing Little Free Library 
(LFL) “branches,” residents within the 
Los Altos-Los Altos Hills-Mountain View 
community have constructed more than 50 
of their own. Cathy Harkness of Los Altos 
dedicated her Queensbury Avenue branch 
to “anyone who doesn’t consider themselves 
a ‘reader’ yet." Mountain View resident Erin 
Brownfield’s branch, on Hamilton Avenue, 
was a birthday gift to her 4-year-old son 
because he wasn’t tall enough to reach into 
those built for adults. 

BY MEGAN V. WINSLOW 
STAFF WRITER  |  meganw@latc.com

movement
community

locallyboth

beyond.
&

sharing
Book

fosters

GIVING BACK

READERS REJOICE

Kate McGuigan’s grandparents 
built her a Little Free Library after 

she admired one in Palo Alto. 
PHOTO BY ERIC DAVIDOVE  

SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER
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”

“
Approximately nine years ago, Los 

Altos resident Jen McGuigan’s family 
admired an LFL in Palo Alto. Her 
daughter, Kate, told her grandparents 
about the discovery.

“Lo and behold, that Christmas, 
my parents showed up to our house 
with a fully built-from-scratch Little 
Free Library,” McGuigan said. “And 
it’s hands down one of the most 
memorable gifts that my parents have 
given their grandchildren.”

Although the McGuigans stocked 
their LFL with an initial donation 
of reading material geared toward 
young adults, it has largely operated 
autonomously since then with 
contributions from neighbors and 
random passersby. Among the more 
recent additions are former First 
Lady Michelle Obama’s memoir 

“Becoming,” “The Sun Also Rises” by 
Ernest Hemingway, a tour guide for 
Provence and the Côte d’Azur and a 
book about the sharks and rays native 
to California coasts.

“I love it because I’ve seen delivery 
people who have dropped off a box 
at my house run over to see what’s 
in there,” McGuigan said. “Or guys 
who are doing construction in the 
neighborhood use it. And that just 

warms my heart. I get the biggest kick 
out of seeing people enjoy it.”

WORLDWIDE EXPANSION

LFL founder Todd Bol of Hudson, 
Wis., built the first official branch in 
2009. He constructed his library in the 
shape of a schoolhouse to honor his 
mother, a teacher who loved to read, 
stocked it with books and installed the 
structure on a post in his front yard. 
His project garnered the support of 
his community, which appreciated the 

“take-a-book-leave-a-book” concept, 
and it attracted the attention of Rick 
Brooks, a University of Wisconsin-
Madison outreach program manager. 
Together, Bol and Brooks grew the 
LFL network and registered their 
endeavor as a nonprofit in 2012.

Madison and Minneapolis hosted 
the first LFLs, the cities serving as 
testing grounds to determine whether 
the idea would “strike a chord with 
people,” said Margret Aldrich, LFL 
director of communications.

It did.
There are now more than 100,000 

LFLs located in all 50 states as well as 
within 110 countries. Annually, they 
facilitate the exchange of more than 
42 million books. 

Little Free 
Libraries 

and sharing 
books 

through 
Little Free 
Libraries 
with your 
neighbors 
was really 
one way 

to feel like 
we’re still 
all in this 
together 

even when 
we have to 
be apart.

– M A RGR ET A LDR ICH
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When the McGuigan family first stocked their Little Free Library, they did so with reading 
material geared toward young adults. PHOTO BY ERIC DAVIDOVE | SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Little Free Library charter No. 74529 is 
located at 79 Del Monte Ave. in Los Altos. 

PHOTO BY MEGAN V. WINSLOW | TOWN CRIER
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Explore Little Free Libraries 
throughout Los Altos
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Explore Little Free Libraries 
throughout Los Altos

Graphic by Ryan Molinari | SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER and Zoe Morgan | TOWN CRIER • Photos by Megan V. Winslow | TOWN CRIER
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LFL reached an impressive 
milestone just last year: In December, 
Russell Schnell, a Boulder, Colo., 
resident and atmospheric scientist for 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, helped the nonprofit 

reach all seven continents by erecting 
charter No. 115933 at the South Pole.
“Books with photos of colorful 

trees, warm deserts, water, beaches, 
wheat fields and animals and birds are 
popular at the South Pole,” Schnell 

said, according to an LFL blog post. 
“Everything else is white for hundreds 
of miles in all directions.”

EXPRESS YOURSELF

Approximately half of LFL stewards 
purchase off icial kits from the 
organization, and the rest do it 
themselves. Homemade versions 
include libraries shaped like roosters, 
Victorian mansions, VW buses and 
gingerbread houses. Some feature 
planters for f lowers, and at least 
one McGuigan has encountered is 
fashioned from a wine barrel.

In North Saint Paul, Minn., 
steward Trudy O. created a library 
using an antique clock and stationed 
it outside a historical home built in 
1887. There’s a designated children’s 
section on the lowest shelf and a secret 
compartment in the base.

When asked to describe their 
favorite LFL designs, both McGuigan 
and Aldrich mentioned Sharalee 
Armitage Howard, a librarian, artist 

www.prioryca.org 
(650) 851-8221

Preparing our students for a 
world in need of their gifts 

from grades 6-12.

The Priory way.

Applications for Fall 2022 will open
September 1.

Community • Hospitality • Individuality • Integrity • Spirituality

and bookbinder living in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. When city 
officials told Howard the dead 110-year-old cottonwood 
tree in her front yard posed a safety hazard and required 
removal, she instructed the arborists hired for the job to 
leave behind a stump approximately the height of a single-
story home. A glass-paneled door fringed by miniature 
replicas of classics like “The Hobbit,” “Little Women” 
and “Call of the Wild” invites visitors to a carved-out 
interior. Multiple illuminated shelves within house the 
ever-changing collection.

“That was pretty spectacular,” Aldrich said.

PANDEMIC-FUELED GROWTH

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, stewards like the 
McGuigans have reported a significant increase in activity 
around their LFL, and the organization noted an uptick 
in the number of charters established as well, Aldrich said. 
She attributes demand both to the temporary closure of 
traditional libraries and schools and to the feelings of 
isolation some people in lockdown experienced.

“Little Free Libraries and sharing books through Little 
Free Libraries with your neighbors was really one way to 
feel like we’re still all in this together even when we have 
to be apart,” Aldrich said.

The McGuigans discovered their LFL presented a means 
for staying connected.

“People would show up at the Little Free Library, and we 
would have an excuse to go out there, keep our distance, 
stand in our yard and have a chat with people,” McGuigan 
said. “So that was really nice. And, as a joke, I put toilet 
paper and hand sanitizer in the Little Free Library, and 
it was taken.”

For more information on the Little Free Library organization, 
including how to establish a branch, visit littlefreelibrary.org. 
A map on the website marks the location of LFLs worldwide, 
including within the Los Altos-Los Altos Hills-Mountain View 
area. T

Kate and Nicky McGuigan sort through their Little Free Library’s current collection of reading 
material. PHOTO BY ERIC DAVIDOVE | SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Even the Los Altos Sweet Shop, at 994 Los Altos Ave., features a Little 
Free Library. PHOTO BY MEGAN V. WINSLOW | TOWN CRIER
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# 1 REAL ESTATE OFFICE IN BAY AREA

Hiep 
Nguyen

650.996.3305
hnguyen@intero.com

DRE# 01441508

Irene 
Reed

650.207.1394
 ireed@intero.com

DRE# 01879122

Gerrie 
Phillips

650.346.1022
gphillips@intero.com

DRE# 01974142

OUR AREA EXPERTS
ARE READY TO HELP! WWW.INTEROREALESTATE.COM

INTERO REAL ESTATE SERVICES - LOS ALTOS
496 FIRST STREET, STE. 200

LOS ALTOS, CA 94022

Tracy 
Vanoncini

650.450.2632
tvanoncini@intero.com

DRE# 02031237

Alex “Sandy” 
Wihtol

650.947.4779
sandyw@intero.com

DRE# 00886625

Angie 
Wolff

650.704.0475
awolff@intero.com

DRE# 01433493

Michele 
Rodriguez

650.947.4679
michele@intero.com

DRE# 00708588

Meryle 
Sussman

650.208.3841
meryles@intero.com

DRE# 01247035

Sue
Cheng

650.399.0228
scheng@interorealestate.com

DRE# 02027196

INTERO, A BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY AFFILIATE - LOS ALTOS

650.947.4700

Mahmut 
Altun

650.963.6983
maltun@Intero.com

DRE# 02062282

LOOKING TO BUY, SELL OR RELOCATE?

Pam 
Blackman

650.823.0308
pamblackman.com
DRE# 00584333

Liz 
Blank

650.814.2773
liz@davidtroyer.com

DRE# 01887904

Eric
Fischer-Colbrie

650.533.7511
efc@interorealestate.com

DRE# 922040

Shabber
Jaffer

408.896.2014
sjaffer@intero.com 

DRE# 02128859

Sam
Lee

415.619.8270
samlee@intero.com

DRE# 02128908

Craig
Pellegrini

408.393.8426
cpellegrini@intero.com

DRE# 01400656

Lisa 
Leaverton

408.250.7300
lleaverton@intero.com

DRE# 01970559

Sonia 
Maiello

408.813.8668
smaiello@intero.com

DRE# 02024007

Jennifer
Guarnera

408.593.3423
jguarnera@intero.com

DRE# 02131405

Ethel
Green

650.400.2446
EGreen@Intero.com

DRE# 00631757

Howard 
Bloom

650.619.2737
hbloom@intero.com

DRE# 00893793

Scott Chase
Chief Operating Officer & 

Vice President and 
Managing Officer

650.670.7170
schase@intero.com

DRE# 01354522

Jane 
Dew

650.353.8899
jdew@intero.com
DRE# 01887812

Matt 
Dapolito

408.202.9202
mdapolito@intero.com

DRE# 02015668

Angelique 
Elmengard
650.793.3105

angelique@intero.com
DRE# 01061833

Carlos & Denise 
Padilla

650.947.4746
padilla@padillregroup.com

DRE# 01342889 & 
01794598

Rachel 
Hahn

650.722.2765
rhahn@intero.com
DRE# 01888837

Yvonne Heyl & 
Jeff Gonzalez
650.302.4055

yvonneandjeff@interorealestate.com
DRE# 70000637

Mini 
Kalkat

650.823.7835
mini.kalkat@gmail.com

DRE# 01112790

Steve 
Klesczewski
650.947.4664
stevek@intero.com

DRE# 01471144

Susan
Kramer

650.464.0692
skramer@intero.com

DRE# 01399140

Nick 
LoGrasso

650.823.5556
nlograsso@intero.com

DRE# 02092847

Sue 
Myers

650.279.2876
smyers@intero.com

DRE# 02113696

Anita 
Salas

408.310.3918
anitasalas@intero.com

DRE# 01735601

Nisha 
Sharma

650.492.9263
nsharma@intero.com

DRE# 01746077

Nicholas
Wemyss

650.279.8695
 nwemyss@intero.com

DRE# 02127246

Thomas
 Silvas 

408.355.3122
tsilvas@intero.com

DRE# 01392121

Rob 
Mibach

650.279.0444
rmibach@interorealestate.com

DRE# 01318177

Barbara 
Slater

650.933.2560
bslater@intero.com

DRE# 01384301

Matthew
Luan

408.823.3219
mluan@intero.com

DRE# 01962892

2019 Intero Real Estate Services, Inc. All rights reserved. The logo is a registered trademark of Intero Real Estate Services, Inc.  Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. This is not intended as a solicitation if you are listed with another broker.2019 Intero Real Estate Services, Inc. All rights reserved. The logo is a registered trademark of Intero Real Estate Services, Inc.  Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. This is not intended as a solicitation if you are listed with another broker.
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While the Chinese zodiac identified 
2020 as the Year of the Rat, perhaps a 
dog was a more fitting representation; 

humans who long considered adopting or 
purchasing a canine companion finally did so 
as they realized the lockdown afforded them 
more time to spend with a new family member. 

Freelance photographer S.M. Lieu, a frequent 
contributor to the Town Crier, recently hit the 
streets of downtown Los Altos to ask local dogs 
how they spent the lockdown and to inquire 
about their post-lockdown plans.

NUGGET, 5 years old
BREED: “I’m the love child between a golden retriever 
and an Irish setter that hopped the breeder’s fences.”
PEOPLE: Tom Stevens and his granddaughter
LOCKDOWN:  “What pandemic?! Every morning I 
follow Tom around the house so he won’t sneak off to 
Peet’s without me. All the goodies and people! We got 
really good at sitting outside in all sorts of weather. 
And we go to the beach at Carmel where I can run 
for hours. My New York family came back for a while 
because Tom’s granddaughter missed me. I spent three 
weeks in COVID quarantine with them.”
POST-LOCKDOWN PL ANS:  “More walks and 
coffee rounds, though it will be nice to sit inside for a 
change. Will I move to Hudson Valley, N.Y.? The ticks 
are awful there, and Tom will have to get an elephant 
or giraffe for a companion because there is no other dog 
quite like me.”

GIZMO, 11 years old
BREED:  Pekingese 
PERSON:  Helen Robinson
LOCKDOWN:  “I have a big yard I run around 
in chasing birds and anything else. We also take 
downtown walks.”
POST-LOCKDOWN PL ANS:  “More of the same. 
It’s great that more places are open in downtown, 
though, especially that oyster place. Yum.”

THE

DOG 
DAYS 
ARE

 OVER

PUPARAZZI

HOUNDED BY THE PRESS, 
pets offer 
post-
pandemic 
opinions.
S.M. LIEU 
WRITER AND PHOTOGRAPHER

LINUS and LUCY, 8 years old
BREED:  Collie
PERSON:  Bernadine Fong
LOCKDOWN:  “We kept our routine, walking about a 
mile and a half to town every day. And we even had our 
usual birthday party, though only our doggy friends could 
come. We missed their people.”
POST-LOCKDOWN PL ANS:  “Keeping the same 
routine. We will have a big birthday party again later in 
the summer with all our friends, two-legged and -four. It’s 
going to be great!”

PORTIA and LEXIE, 6 and 7 years old
BREED: Havanese
PEOPLE:  David and Audrey Huchital
LOCKDOWN:  “We went for a lot of walks like everyone 
else but didn’t travel farther afield. As a retired champion, 
Lexie especially missed being perfectly groomed.”
POST-LOCKDOWN PL ANS:  “We are thrilled we 
can go eat out more. Lexie is looking forward to her full 
grooming appointment as soon as California opens up. 
Portia is looking forward to wrestling with Lexie and 
mussing up her freshly groomed locks.”

AJ, 10 years
BREED: Yorkshire terrier (slightly overweight)
PERSON: Debbie Kahn
LOCKDOWN:  “Just hanging and overeating, loving 
all the extra company. Practicing my tricks – I now do a 
great ‘Bang! You’re dead!’”
POST-LOCKDOWN PL ANS:  “I’m looking forward 
to reunion with my buddy Leo, and of course more 
walks. My people have decided to work partly from 
home because I am so used to having them around.”
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THE TELESCO - CURLEY ADVANTAGE

Consistent Top Producer with exception reputation.

Committed to personalized service to meet your real estate goals.

Consistently sells at a higher average sales price.

I look forward to helping you recognize the value of your property here 
in the epicenter of Silicon Valley.

WITH THE BEST AND MOST WIDELY RECOGNIZED 
REAL ESTATE BRAND IN THE WORLD.

BARBARA TELESCO-CURLEY

650.861.2488 b.curley@ggsir.com CALBRE#01837664

LOLA, 
13 years old
BREED: 
Shetland sheepdog
PERSON: 
Harvey Lechtman
LOCKDOWN: 
“I am a little old 
lady now and, 
sadly, my person 
passed last August. 
Fortunately, 
Harvey has always 
been there for 
me, taking me on 
walks twice and 
sometimes three 
times a day. No 
masks.”
POST-LOCKDOWN PL ANS: “We’ll continue with 
our walks around downtown Los Altos, and the paths 
around Los Altos Hills Town Hall. Harvey makes sure 
we stay on the flats, as the hills are getting a little too 
much work for me.”

GIULIA, 15 weeks old
BREED: Lagotto Romagnolo
PERSON: Lynn Giusti
LOCKDOWN: “I’m only 15 weeks old, and this is my 
first trip to downtown! But my person waited six years 
to get me because I come from very old, true Lagotto 
Romagnolo stock. She picked me up in Vienna, 
Austria, and we took a 14-hour plane trip with a stop 
in Frankfurt to get home. The salons may not be open 
in the pandemic, but I’ve already had my first haircut – 
it will make my curls curlier.”
POST-LOCKDOWN PL ANS:  “So many things! I’ll 
be nice to my 13-year-old sibling, learn to be social, 
have a good life and eventually start a family with a 
Lagotto Romagnolo from another very good, very old 
family.”

www.miramontevet.com
On Miramonte Ave btwn El Camino & Foothill Expwy

650-962-8338

E
ndoscopy 

. 
H

D
 digital radiography 

.   
C

hem
otherapy 

.

Soft tissue & Orthopedic Surgery  .   Dentistry  

In order to maintain social distancing & for 
your comfort, patients can be dropped off or 
picked up from your car.  You can wait in your 
car or at home to consult by phone.  Usual in-
person exam room consultations are also 
available.

Fully Operational & Staffed

Cats
Dogs
Birds
Rabbits
Reptiles
Rodents

We take care of 

ZACK, 
6 years old
BREED: 
English cream 
golden retriever 
whose parents 
hailed from 
Russia
PERSON: 
Bob McCulloch
LOCKDOWN: 
“Life was good. 
I walked every 
day with my 
retired person, 
Bob.”
POST-LOCKDOWN PL ANS:  “We’ll do nothing 
different – well, maybe I can get back to being a 
therapy dog at the local and veterans’ hospitals. I really 
missed that.”
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 www.lasdschools.org /LASDK8 @LASDK8

n  Experienced, highly‑qualified teachers
n  Personalized learning for all students
n  Safe, welcoming and inclusive schools
n  Teachers and principals build strong relationships with 

all students
n  Innovative science, technology, engineering and 

math curriculum
n  Well‑rounded music, arts and after‑school enrichment 

programs, including Mandarin immersion
n  Neighborhood schools

We welcome new families to get to know our schools, curriculum, 
teachers and principals. Please visit tinyurl.com/LASDNewFamilies2021 

for more information on our schools and to register for our schools.

Meeting Every Student’s Needs 
Every Day

California’s Best Schools • California’s Best Teachers 
In Your Neighborhood

21LA0604_lasdtbwb_1.indd   121LA0604_lasdtbwb_1.indd   1 6/18/21   2:49 PM6/18/21   2:49 PM

I draw upon my wealth of 

experience – from concierge-level 

service to assisting families cope 

with the challenges of change – 

to better aid my clients as they 

embrace new lifestyles.

I SOLD the last 25 homes in an average of 9 DAYS 

– ALL FOR OVER THE ASKING PRICE!  

Let me help you with your real estate needs.

I am personally committed to 
your success in selling or finding 
your dream home.

Compass congratulates Lynn North on being featured in  
the 2019 List of America’s Best Real Estate Professionals!

650.703.6437 
lnorth@compass.com
www.LynnNorth.com

DRE 01490039
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n
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Honored to serve  

the communities of  

Los Altos  

Mountain View  

Sunnyvale  

Cupertino

Compass congratulates Lynn North on being 
featured in the 2021 Real Trends List of America’s 

Best Real Estate Professionals!

There are more active buyers, as our guidelines 
are opening up with pent up demand and little 
inventory.

This is the ideal time to sell or find the right home! 

Let me help you with your real estate needs.

I am personally committed to
your success in selling or finding
your dream home.

Honored to serve

the communities of

Los Altos

Mountain View

Sunnyvale

Cupertino
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KAYLA, 
13 months old
BREED: 
Labradoodle 
(with some 
Portuguese water 
dog mixed in?)
PERSON: 
Sylvia Jensen
LOCKDOWN: 
“There were no 
labradoodles at 
the rescue, so 
Sylvia got me 
when I was just 
an 8-week-old 
pup. I am very 
lucky we have a big yard to run around in. And we also 
took lots of walks and went to the dog park. My 13-year-
old black lab sibling thinks I’m a bit too energetic and 
doesn’t like going on walks with me, though.”
POST-LOCKDOWN PL ANS:  “More Los Altos 
dining spots are opening up, so we can come down 
more often. I’m getting so much sun, my brown coat has 
lovely blond highlights.”

DUCHESS, 
8 months old
BREED: 
Miniature 
poodle/golden 
retriever
PERSON: 
Deborah Perry 
Piscioni
LOCKDOWN:  “What’s a pandemic? I go for walks 
in the neighborhood every day and meet up with my 
best friend Mike in the doggy playgroup. Deborah has 
always worked from home, so it’s been great.”
POST-LOCKDOWN PL ANS:  “I’ve already been to 
Carmel and Mammoth Mountain and Mount Shasta. 
There will be lots more great road trips. And more trips 
to coffee shops. I love coffee!”
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905 North San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

905 North San Antonio Rd., Los Altos
(between Sherwood & El Camino Real) 

Are you or someone you 
know looking for a great
career opportunity? 
WE HAVE TWO OPENINGS at our growing, 
quality-oriented locksmith business: 
Shop Manager and Locksmith/Field Service 
Technician. Join our Diamond Certified, 
5-Star Yelp! company serving the Silicon 
Valley. Great benefits and job satisfaction. 
A rewarding trade to be a part of now and 
in the future.
Send resumé to: Locks94022@gmail.com

Locally owned and 
operated since 2007.

First Lock
& Security Technologies

QUALITY • INTEGRITY • EXPERIENCE

408.350.4200 | demattei.com | 1794 The Alameda San Jose, CA 95126
Lic. # B-478455

MOOSE, 
7 years old
BREED: 
Half 
English 
cream 
golden retriever (part of an “oops” litter of 10); regular 
visitor to the Town Crier office
PERSON: Linda Brinsfield
LOCKDOWN: “I didn’t miss a day of my routine 
walk downtown. It was great to have my people, 
both teachers, home all the time. I followed them 
everywhere, and we went on more walks.”
POST-LOCKDOWN PL ANS: “Oh, I am in shock! 
My people are not home, so I just sleep more. At least 
we keep our walks around town.”
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At TIMELINE, we design and build houses you can’t wait to come home to. 

Our in-house team of architects, project managers, interior designers and 

craftsmen work together to create a custom home renovated just for you. 

We focus on every detail so you can simply live and love the life you’ve 

built, in the home we’ve built, together.

408.741.3000 |   t ldesign.net Lic# 598967

COME HOME TO
EXCELLENCE

For decades, the majestic valley 
oak stood tall, a silent sentry 
greeting all who entered and 

departed Los Altos Hills along one 
of the town’s most trafficked arteries. 
The slope of earth beneath the heavy 
boughs created an illusion of the trunk 
bowing to Moody Road as it shunned 
Old Snakey Road above. Gravity and 
powerful winds proved formidable 
foes, and the oak finally surrendered 
its burden June 7. The force of impact 
splintered limbs.

Open Space Committee chair-
person Kit Gordon encountered a 
fellow mourner when she arrived on 
scene to inspect the damage.

“There was a young woman standing 
amongst the branches nearly in tears,” 
Gordon said during the committee’s 
June 9 meeting. “She said she drives 
by that tree every day, and she was 
totally heartbroken to see it fall.”

Photos Gordon shared of the fallen 
tree elicited melancholic “ohs” from 
the rest of the committee.
“I had a very similar tree in my 

backyard that toppled, and I thought 
it was going to continue to live, but it 
took several months before it finally 
got brown,” George Clifford said. “So 
I would say just looking at this, I don’t 
have a lot of hope for it.”

Per Los Altos Hills municipal 
code, the tree’s sizable girth likely 
granted it designation as a heritage 
oak tree, protecting it from removal  

Then-Los Altos Hills Mayor John Harpootlian presides over a ceremony to 
install a plaque commemorating town founder Rex Gardiner beneath the oak 

in September 2016. PHOTO BY JITZE COUPERUS | SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

BY MEGAN V. WINSLOW 
STAFF WRITER  |  meganw@latc.com

Giant
Death
of
a

The oak surrendered its root ball to fierce winds June 7. 
PHOTO BY JITZE COUPERUS | SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

TREE TRIBUTE
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“ ”
                  view 

each home sale 

or purchase as 

a stepping stone 

in your life.

I  

DEDICATION

EXPERTISE

INTEGRITY

Make 
the move

that is 
right 

for you

Irene Yang
650.209.1630
L# 01724993

www.IreneYang.com

167 S. San Antonio Road
Los Altos, CA 94022

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented 
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or 
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

 and human-inflicted damage without 
prior approval of the city council. But 
a sleeping giant represented a fire 
hazard; the town maintenance crew 
reduced the oak to logs.

Since September 2016, the oak had 
sheltered a plaque commemorating 
Rex Gardiner, a celebrated founder 
of the town who died in 2015 at the 
age of 93. John Harpootlian, when 
he served as mayor, presided over the 
plaque installation ceremony.
“With our thanks and appreciation, 

we dedicate this open space to Rex 
Gardiner’s vision, determination and 
leadership and hope that all of us pre-
sent and generations moving forward 
can cherish this space and the town 
that he helped to create that we call 
home,” Harpootlian said at the time.

Gardiner’s plaque will remain at the 
site, Gordon said. Eventually, it might 
be joined by a native tree or shrub.

For more information on Gardiner 
and the tree, visit town historian Jitze 
Couperus’ website at couperus.org/
Dedication. T

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing 
Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended 
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.

As long-time residents of Los Altos, we 
understand, appreciate, and support this 
community. Our team strives to help our 
clients achieve their highest potential 
investment and continued success in their 
real estate goals.

The Sangster Team

Carol, Graham and Heather Sangster

DRE 01856274 | DRE 01898271 | DRE 02074481  
650.224.5295 | 408.772.8658 | 650.815.8184
teamsangster@compass.com

Home is 
Los Altos

There was a young woman standing 
amongst the branches nearly in tears. ... 

She said she drives by that tree every 
day, and she was totally heartbroken 

to see it fall. – Kit Gordon

Los Altos Hills town maintenance staff clean up the remains of the fallen tree. 
PHOTO BY GEORGE CLIFFORD | SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER



LIVING IN | JULY 14 , 2021 | PAGE 35PAGE 34  | LIVING IN | JULY 14 , 2021

95% of attics have these problems

Services Include:

RODENTS AND THEIR WASTE MOLD BAD ODORS

n Insulation removal and replacement
n Attic clean up
n Attic ladders and fans install
n Attic radiant barrier
n Rodent proofing
n Sanitation
n Air duct repair and replacement

n Air duct cleaning
n Crawl space insulation
n Crawl space moisture barrier
n Crawl space cleaning
n Sump pump installation
n Crawl space dehumidifiers
n French drain, waterproofing

Licensed  •   Lic #1022608– BOOK A FREE ESTIMATE ONLINE – 
www.atticprosinc.com

$50 OFF
Seniors, 

Veterans & 
expectant 

Moms

199
OFF

$ ATTIC CLEAN-UP 
SPECIAL

Attic subject to inspection. Price per 
single attic space. Not valid with any 

other offer. Expires 7-31-21

Attic and Crawl Space Cleaning Services

Call or text for a complimentary inspection

408-547-9923

715 Altos Oaks Dr, Los Altos CA 94024

650-934-7020
www.altosoaksplasticsurgery.com

Dr. Ben Master Dr. Johnny Chang Dr. John Connolly Dr. John Talley Dr. Roy Hong Dr. Steven Bates

As board-certified plastic surgeons, we are dedicated to helping you look and feel your best.  
We offer a full range of cosmetic treatments and surgical services. Call 650-934-7020 or

visit us at altosoaksplasticsurgery.com for your free consultation.

Glen Schofield is a photographer known to dazzle fellow Los Altos Hills residents 
with his images of local wildlife, including a curious gray fox who has recently 

paid several visits to his yard. The Town Crier asked Schofield to share the story of 
his fox encounter, his camera settings and his other favorite photos of local wildlife.

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS
PHOTOGRAPHER CAPTURES CANDIDS OF AREA WILDLIFE

CAMERA-READY
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I took a few photos as 
I approached him on 
the lawn. All of the 
photos were taken 
after he noticed my 
presence. He didn’t 
immediately run off 
but slowly moved 
around through our 
flower beds, checking 
me out as he moved. 
He then appeared to 
get bored, turned and 
sauntered off down 
the hill. I’ve seen a lot 
of wildlife, and this 
was one of the most 
beautiful animals that 

I’ve seen – truly magnificent.
I have a Sony a9 camera with a 

Sony 100-400 zoom lens. Three of 
the photos were taken with the lens 
at 400mm. A fourth was taken closer, 
zoomed in at 133mm. (The settings 
were 1/1000 sec, f8 at ISOs between 
4000 and 12,000.)

– Glen Schofield

While walk ing by the 
window in our living room, 
I noticed the fox curled 

up, sunning himself on a small lawn 
we have in the backyard. It was late 
afternoon. I keep my camera handy, 
so I grabbed it and went out of our 
back door, so I could approach the 
fox from a distance of about 50 yards. 
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SF PENINSULA    |    SILICON VALLEY    |    SANTA CRUZ    |    EAST BAY    |    TAHOE    |    SIERRA FO OTHILLS

SERENO 
AIMS 
HIGHER.

We are committed to maximum exposure for every 
one of our listings and do not undermine their value 
through self-interested “private” listing strategies. 

We advise clients on the benefits of taking listings 
public to ensure maximum exposure and opportunity.

Our agents strive to counsel our clients against bias 
so all parties experience transparent and equitable 
property transactions.

Our philosophy prioritizes the 
best interests of our clients.

Follow our stride at   sereno.com

Food Pantry & Other  
Volunteer Opportunities
volunteer@csacares.org

Community is 
Our First Name

650-968-0836
www.csacares.org

PROGRAMS
July 25, 12-4pm. Pioneer Day. Family activities. $5.
August 12, 6pm. The Journey to Gold Mountain. 
Author Connie Young Yu explores the Chinese exprience.
Register for events at losaltoshistory.org/GoldFever.

Thurs-Sun, noon-4pm. 
51 S. San Antonio Road

   650.948.9427
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Save the Date!Los Altos:

Los Altos Community Center
Grand Opening
Saturday, 
October 2, 2pm
Details to follow

LosAltosRecreation.org
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