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Los Altos shows up for park discussion

CHRISTINA CASILLAS/TOWN CRIER

Los Altos City Council members and Los
Altos residents heard from city staff and city
contractors last week during a study session
on the downtown park. The park is slated for
parking plazas one, two and three. Speakers
including Karthik Kumar (left), a representa-
tive from Moore, Iacofano, Goltsman, Inc.
(MIG), provided four concepts for consid-
eration: the meadow, the orchard, the grove
and the garden. All seats of the chamber were
filled during the special session (bottom).

St. Francis shelters in place after suspicious call

By Howard Bischoff
Associate Publisher/howardb@
latc.com

t. Francis High
S School students and
staff were told to
shelter in place Monday

after administrators received
what Mountain View Police

Monica Leon said was a “suspi-
cious” phone call.

“We made the decision
after becoming aware of a
possible threat that originat-
ed off campus. In alignment
with our safety procedures,
we  immediately = moved
students and staff indoors,”

School President Jason Curtis
said in an email to parents.
They added that “The
shelter-in-place was immedi-
ately lifted once we received
confirmation  from  local
authorities that the situation
had been resolved and there
was no ongoing concern for

Council encourages
staff to continue
community outreach
for downtown park

Los Altos residents
and city council provide
input at special session

By Christina Casillas
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com

ith all audience
s ; s ; seats in the council
chamber filled and

walls lined with standing com-
munity members, Los Altos
City Council and members of
the public heard from - and
provided feedback to - city
staff and contractors about a
proposed downtown park dur-
ing a special session last week.

The goal of the Feb. 24 meet-
ing was to gather feedback from
council related to the preferred
park location, parking options
and when community engage-
ment should be conducted.

Anthony Carnesecca, as-
sitant to the city manager, de-
scribed the park to council as
an addition to the city to “sup-
port the unique downtown.”
Currently, the goal of the
downtown park is to provide
an active community space
and attract downtown visi-
tors — Carnesecca added that
increased traffic to downtown
would contribute to the city’s
economic vitality.

“Ultimately, these options
really try to improve our exist-

as present solutions for park-
ing to make sure that we ade-
quately plan for future parking
needs,” Carnesecca said during
the meeting.

Parking plazas four, five and
six - the central parking plazas
- were identified for improve-
ment for at-grade customer
parking, while seven and eight
are currently identified as po-
tential sites for future housing
sites. Plaza nine was not identi-
fied for a park because it is only
partially owned by the city,
and plaza 10’s irregular shape
would have made development
of the project difficult, Carne-
secca said.

The Downtown Performing
Arts Center would also have an
impact on the park project.

The development of a
Downtown Performing Arts
Center — which is currently in
the process of fundraising - is
pending. Currently, the Los
Altos Performing Arts Cen-
ter (LAPAC) volunteer group
has an active memorandum of
understanding with the city of
Los Altos until Nov. 18, 2027
as volunteers work with Indigo
Skies Consulting, a fundrais-
ing consulting firm.

Members of City Council
and many residents wanted
more community outreach as

Public Information Officer Principal Katie Teekell and ourcampus.” ing ... parking portfolio, as well See PARK, Page 5
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LA drop-off waste event held 3
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remodeling
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* Fixed price contracts for peace of mind
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¢ Certified Green Builder
License #716400 * 100s of local references

S.M.LIEU/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER
Los Altos and Santa Clara County held a drop-off hazardous waste event in Rosita Park
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Saturday, with an estimated 25,000 pounds of waste collected.

9. r?” % :oz Bt’others %A’.
g -EiM“A RTIN

AN O 2d 5 3_-'__:_"650‘948 0881 ¢ | 8 DeMartlnlOrchard
NEW CROP MEXICAN NEW CROP

ATAULFO BRUSSELS.

ASPARAGUS- 3 ARINS- ;

HEIRLOOM ORGANIC

BROCCOL
NINOS ¢

EZZ58E REWARDS CLUB MEMBERS EVERY

GET
FREE GIFTS < MONDAY

- R AROR [PlYHK UPJORJDELIVERY

b0 P W

ARE YOU A MEMBER? SCAN QR AND SIGN UP 0“ Ro& N IG HT PROMO GOOD THRU MARCH
OPEN DAILY 8am — 7pm © PRICES EFFECTIVE: 3/5 tHru 3/11

March 4, 2026 | Los Altos Town Crier | Page 3



News

Los Altos City Council discusses Chamber of Commerce funding

By Christina Casillas

Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com

embers of Los Altos
City Council voiced
concern over the

Los Altos Chamber of Com-
merce’s standing - especially
related to non-payment of rent
for the Los Altos Visitors’ Cen-
ter — and Council is looking for
ways to move forward after last
week’s City Council meeting.

During the Feb. 24 discus-
sion, council members consid-
ered what, if anything, they
wanted to do in regards to the
city’s contract with the Cham-
ber of Commerce. Established
Sept. 12,2023, the $67,500-an-
nually contract initially includ-
ed:

 The operation of the Los
Altos Visitors’ Center at 321
University Ave.

« Maintenance of a commu-
nity calendar

o The printing of 20,000
copies of a Los Altos Magazine
on a topic council approves
with the inclusion of a Recre-
ation Department full-page ad

o The creation of a digital
edition of the magazine and
the dissemination of 16,000
Los Altos Magazines to house-
holds in Los Altos and other
local communities, and 4,000
Los Altos Magazines for local
pickup atlocal coffee shops and

Two arrested in

By Julia Baum
Staff Writer/juliab@latc.com

etectives with the
Mountain View Police
Department  recov-

ered more than 1,500 pieces
of stolen mail and arrested
two San Jose residents follow-
ing a months-long investiga-
tion, authorities announced
Friday.

The investigation began
after reports of mail theft in
the 500 block of West Middle-
field Road, police said. Over
the past two months, the de-
partment’s Crime Suppres-
sion Unit worked with patrol
officers to develop leads and
identify suspects connected
to the case.

A few weeks into the in-
vestigation, night-shift patrol
officers located the two sus-
pects in Mountain View and

hotels.

But after the chamber failed
to fulfill its FY 2024-25 maga-
zine responsibilities, the Coun-
cil ended the contract as it ex-
isted and added an amendment
nullifying the FY 25-26, FY
26-27 and FY 27-28 magazines.
It also required the Chamber
of Commerce to complete the
Los Altos Magazine from FY
24-25 before Dec. 31, 2025.

City staff reported to the
City Council that the cham-
ber had indicated that the FY
24-25 Los Altos Magazine
was delivered to their Los Al-
tos offices prior to the Dec. 31
deadline. The chamber had
also distributed copies locally
at popular locations across the
city’s four business districts
and published a digital copy on
the chamber website.

“The residential delivery to
households in Los Altos and
neighboring communities was
postponed due to the incred-
ibly rainy winter storm system,
and not delivered by December
31, 2025, as required under the
contract,” staff said in its writ-
ten report to Council.

While staff were supposed
to turn in responses to ques-
tions the city submitted to the
chamber, they did not receive
responses from Chamber Pres-
ident Kim Mosley or the board

before the meeting. Questions
included who is on the current
board of directors, chamber
visitor center hours, who is in
charge of the LEAD program
- which helps locals who want
to better the local commu-
nity in some capacity through
seminars and workshops - and
proof of insurance for events
like First Friday.

“Due to the way the calen-
dar has fallen, this last week
was winter break and a number
of my board members were not
available,” Mosley said during
the city council meeting. “Our
board meeting was held today,
and so we met, conferred the
board, reviewed the questions

Mountain View mail theft case

took them into custody with-
out incident, according to po-
lice.

On Jan. 16, detectives
served multiple search war-
rants across the Bay Area.
During the searches, investi-
gators recovered more than
1,500 pieces of stolen mail
connected to more than 1,000
addresses in Mountain View
and neighboring cities. Au-
thorities also seized tools and
equipment allegedly used to
manufacture fraudulent iden-
tification cards.

Terri Maciel, 47, and Ru-
ben Maciel, 34, both of San
Jose, were booked into jail
on numerous felony charges
related to identity theft, mail
theft, forgery and conspiracy.

Prosecutors allege Terri
Maciel faces charges includ-
ing identity theft, posses-
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sion of identifying informa-
tion with intent to defraud,
criminal conspiracy, forgery,
burglary, possession of stolen
property and possession of
burglary tools. She was also
charged with falsifying vehi-
cle registration, drug-related
offenses and an outstanding
warrant from the South San
Francisco Police Department.

Ruben Maciel was booked
on similar charges, including
identity theft, mail theft, forg-
ery, conspiracy, burglary and
possession of stolen property.
He also faces allegations of
possessing altered or fraudu-
lent vehicle documentation,
drug offenses and a parole
violation.

The investigation remains
ongoing, and authorities have
not released additional de-
tails.

SCREENSHOTS FROM FEB.24 CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Los Altos City Council members, including Mayor Sally Meadows, left, discussed what, if anything,
they wanted to do in regard to the city’s contract with the Chamber of Commerce. Los Altos Cham-

ber of Commerce President Kim Mosley, right, represented the chamber during the discussion.

that you had submitted to us,
and we provided responses to
those questions with board ap-
proval and support, so that’s
why there was a delay in receipt
of answers.”

Mosley also said that the
chamber had requested the
meeting be deferred to an up-
coming meeting so that the
board’s responses could be
heard.

“Under the circumstances,
I think it’s important that the
board demonstrates support
for me and my leadership and
for the platform that we all
stand on together,” Mosley told
Vice Mayor Larry Lang when
he asked why the chamber

hadn’t answered some of the
questions - like if they could
provide proof of insurance for
First Friday, which is set for
this Friday. “So, it is normal,
prudent, for me to receive ap-
proval for any statement that’s
made before Council when it
comes from the chamber or the
Board of Directors.”

New information

During the meeting, Mayor
Sally Meadows shared that
she had received a letter from
Santa Clara County Supervi-
sor Margaret Abe-Koga alleging
the chamber had stopped paying

See CHAMBER, Page 6

Foothill College launches
bachelor’s degree offering

By Julia Baum
Staff Writer/juliab@latc.com

oothill College has re-
Fceived final approval

from the California
Community Colleges Board
of Governors to offer a Bach-
elor of Science in Building
Trades Management, creating
a new pathway for registered
apprentices and skilled trades
workers to advance into lead-
ership roles in California’s
construction industry.

“One of the things that I
think Foothill leads in the na-
tion ... isreally breaking down
this idea that you’re either a
degree-seeking student or an
apprentice,” said Dr. Kristina
Whalen, president of Foothill
College. “And that’s because
most of our apprentices have

the ability to also gain a col-
lege credential alongside the
journey to becoming a jour-
ney worker.”

Phuong Tran, grant moni-
tor for the college’s appren-
ticeship programs and one of
the architects of the degree,
said the idea grew from a lack
of access to bachelor’s pro-
grams for tradespeople.

“There is no four-year de-
gree offered to apprentices
and journeypersons in the
building industry in Cali-
fornia,” Tran said. “We have
seven CSUs in California that
offer construction manage-
ment, but there’s no direct
access from individuals who
completed the building trade
program to a four year degree

See FOOTHILL, Page 7
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PARK

From Page 1

soon as possible, regardless of
the status of the Downtown
Performing Arts Center. Some
of the concepts consultants
presented to council integrated
the Downtown Performing
Arts Center into the design.

Park concepts

Proposed concepts, inspired
by the local area, resulted in
four themes: the grove, the
meadow, the orchard and
the garden. All park con-
cepts would take up parking
plazas one, two and three,
Carnesecca said - though
in some designs, changes
were only made to two of the
three parking plazas. The
plazas were initially identified
as preferred locations for the
park project last year.

Karthik Kumar, a Moore,
Iacofano, Goltsman, Inc.
(MIG) representative, said the
concepts were informed by
community engagement the
planning consultant company
and city staff conducted. MIG
representative Noé Noyola said
the engagement process in-
cluded “more than 1,000 con-
versations, roughly” with com-
munity members.

Engagement included 48
city-hosted community events,
which included pop-ups, meet-
ings and workshops. The ma-
jority of the engagement in-
cluded pop-ups that allowed
for connection with residents
in different areas of the city, in-
cluding libraries, coffee shops,
the Los Altos Farmers Market,
the Arts and Wine Festival,
Headwest Market and Los Al-
tos High School.

Staff also attended local
group meetings, like those put
on by the Los Altos Chamber
of Commerce, Los Altos Com-
munity Coalition and the local
Rotary and Kiwanis clubs.

The grove, inspired by Los
Altos’ Redwood Grove, inte-
grates tall redwoods with the
downtown scape. It would
include a lawn for gathering,
shaded places to sit and intro-
duced topography and nature-
based play areas for children.
The meadow, featuring polli-
nator gardens, would also in-
clude a lawn, shaded areas for
rest and play areas for children.
Inspired by Los Altos’ orchard
history, the orchard concept
integrates a programmed or-
chard with places for rest and
gridded geometry. The garden,

More on the downtown Los Altos park

hﬂhﬂmﬂq-qﬂdﬂuhwﬂhpﬁmhmﬁﬂﬂiiﬂl

The Orchard

Park cost: 3144 million

Parking cost: $32.8 million

Met parking: +43 spots

The Meadow
Park cost: $9 million

s
Lol Parking cost: 3274 million

' Nt parking: +4 spots

The Garden
Park cost: $13.6 million

AFE  Parking cost: 832 millien
Net parking: + 16 spols

The Grove

Park cost: 5154 milllon
Parking cost: S62.9 million

el parking: -57 spots

INFOGRAPHIC BY CHRISTINA CASILLAS/TOWN CRIER
Los Altos City Council heard four park concepts last week.

as the name suggests, includes
richly-planted spaces, places
for rest and introduced topog-
raphy-integrated play areas.

The most affordable concept
presented was the meadow ($9
million for the park, $27.4 mil-
lion for parking), followed by
the garden ($13.6 million for
the park, $32 million for park-
ing), the orchard ($14.4 million
for the park, $32.8 million for
parking), and the grove ($15.4
million for the park, $62.9 mil-
lion for underground parking).
The park would be paid for by
funds in the park impact (for-
merly park in-lieu) budget and
potentially a California park
grant, Carnesecca said.

Response

Council members expressed
disinterest in underground
parking. Any designs that are
created, council members told
staff, should provide either net-
neutral or net-positive parking.
Councilmember Pete Dailey
also expressed concern about
old Chinese pistache trees -
those vibrant, deciduous trees
that bring warm hues to down-
town Los Altos during the late
fall and early winter months
- and instructed them to pre-
serve them.

“This was a study session.
We were looking at concepts,
not designs,” said Mayor Sally
Meadows during the meeting.
“I know they look like designs
- I couldn’t do something like
that, I would consider it the de-
sign if I did that - butit’s a con-
cept. And so that’s what we’re
talking about. There’s been no
decisions made. This is part of
the process. There’s going to be
more, more outreach, and so
that’s what we’re talking about.

There’s been no decisions
made.”
More than 20 residents

made public comments, the
majority of which were against

a downtown park and instead
in support of upgrading exist-
ing parks and adding parks
where there are none currently.

“I was told by a council
member that the park in-lieu
fees must be spent downtown.
This is not the case - the fund
allows for other park improve-
ment projects that still serve
our community,” said Los Al-
tos resident Cindy Andrews.
“Think park land north in Los
Altos, where none exists. Think
rehabbing our historic dilapi-
dated Halsey house in Red-
wood Grove that’s been wait-
ing since 2008 — do not think
downtown, where five parks
exist within a five-minute
walk.”

Questions, including con-
cerns related to outreach and
the “why” of why a downtown
park is needed if community
members didn’t first express in-
terest in one dominated public
comment.

“The existing environment
in downtown Los Altos is
priceless. Every year I see hun-
dreds of families come down-
town to take their pictures
with the old pistache trees
and the way they turn color,
everything is just priceless.
The concept of having a three-
story parking garage and hav-
ing a theater downtown breaks
my heart,” said Los Altos
resident Juno Szalay. “I do
feel that this is a rush to spend
the $19 million that you have
in park funds, and wish that
those would go towards other
parks that we have. We have
a grove, we have a meadow,
we have a pollinator garden.
Seems like we have everything.
They are in walking distance
within town, also all of the
outside dining areas that were
set up after COVID provide
these areas for families to
sit and dine outside, if that’s
what they desire.”

Our Services:

* Lawn maintenance
* Landscaping

* Clean up

o%?%%ﬁéﬁ%a@%

* Fence installation
* Irrigation systems
* New lawns

* Lights installation

CALL 650-279-3748 FOR INQUIRIES

FELIX TREE
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(408) 292-2095 -
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-
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Now through March 31, 2026
Discounts in store only

903 Castro Street,
Mountain View
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Gingko Furniture Mountain View is moving

Everything must go

50% OFF
20% OFF
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FURNITURE

GINGKOFURNITURE.COM
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CHAMBER

From Page 4

rent for the 321 University Ave.
location for eight months. In
a letter from the chamber to
the Board of Supervisors, the
chamber said “.. We would
like to negotiate a transfer of
deed for the .33-acre parcel
of land on which the chamber
building rests for remunera-
tion equal to rent already paid
- over $245,000 - by the Los
Altos Chamber of Commerce.”

“The Board of Supervi-
sors never reviewed that and
never said, ‘Yeah, let’s do that,
nor did they ever - as far as

I'm aware - give you permis-
sion to stop paying rent,”
Meadows said during the meet-
ing. “When we as a city hear
from our county counterpart
that you are in arrears with the
chamber building, I find that
very concerning.”

Mosley said she was act-
ing with the full knowledge
of the board at the time when
the chamber stopped rent
payments. She added that the
choice to stop paying was made
because the history of the land
parcel was lost over time be-
tween county and chamber
staff. Instead of it being adjust-
ed by the “grace of the build-

ing being relocated to another
site,” it was then billed at a
regular rental rate for a build-
ing that the chamber itself had
built.

“What we should actually
have is minimally a land lease
rather than a lease that pays for
the structure that we actually
built ourselves,” Mosley said.

While Meadows said she
understood the history and ex-
planation, she said it was irrel-
evant to stopping payment on
a lease that went into effect in
2015.

“The reason I think this
is urgent is it reflects on all
of us,” Meadows said. “The

THE LOS ALTOS VILLAGE ASSOCIATION PRESENTS
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% 4@ e
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chamber is very important in
this community and we have
no idea that last year you uni-
laterally chose not to pay rent
because you didn’t approve of
the deal that was signed before
you even assumed president of
the chamber.”

Mosley denied she unilater-
ally made the decision - she
said the decision was made in
conference with the execu-
tive board. She also said the
chamber and county entered
into negotiations when the de-
cision was made to stop pay-
ments.

Councilmember Pete Dai-
ley noted the decision to stop
payments wasn’t out of the or-
dinary, but proper notice and
documentation should have
been taken and given. To-
ward the end of City Council
discussions, Councilmember
Jonathan Weinberg noted that
the letter Abe-Koga provided
Meadows should have been
included in the questions sub-
mitted by staff to the chamber
- not presented during what
he described as a “trial.”

Moving forward

Lang noted that Mosley
was speaking to council on
behalf of the chamber board,
and that it was disappointing
that no one from the chamber
came to support her during
the meeting.

Because of that - and pend-
ing information from the

11AM-3PM

ATURDAY

MARCH 14,2026

JOINTHETOUR

MEETYUURNE\GHB RS

chamber - Lang said he didn’t
feel comfortable making any
decisions.

“Idon’t particularly want to
take any action this evening,”
Lang said during the meet-
ing. “ I think there is a lot of
new information falling in,
there is a lot of emotions run-
ning high, and none of that is
conducive to good decision
making and I would just as-
sume to let some things take
their course with the urgency
of - for example — make sure
insurance is in place for First
Friday and things like that.”

As of Monday, the city of
Los Altos is awaiting a change
to the First Friday insurance,
according to Assistant City
Manager Jon Maginot.

“Once we receive that, ev-
erything will be approved,” he
said in an email.

The key to moving forward,
Lang said, is the re-establish-
ment of trust. He said he cur-
rently doesn’t feel comfortable
with the city continuing to pay
for the chamber contract.

“When people on the one
side of the relationship say,
‘Hey, I have misgivings, I have
worries, I need more informa-
tion,” the right answer is ‘You
shouldn’t feel that way’,” Lang
said during the meeting. “The
answer should be, “‘What can
we do together to share the in-
formation required to reestab-
lish that trust?” To me, that’s
the important next step.”

GREEN
Acterra @HOME
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FOOTHILL

From Page 4

program direct access.”

Tran added that one of the
benefits of the program is that
it creates a seamless path to a
degree so students “don’tneed
to redo any additional lower
division courses to apply.”

When the college submit-
ted its application three years
ago, Tran said roughly 15,000
active apprentices statewide -
including electricians, plumb-
ers, steam fitters, sheet metal
workers and HVAC special-
ists — did not have access to an
advanced degree.

The program is designed
for students who are currently
registered in apprenticeship
programs. It builds on hands-
on experience and provides
pathways to project manage-
ment and supervisory roles.
Tran said the program will in-
clude instruction in commu-
nications, management, con-
tract administration and labor
law, as well as skills identified
by employers as critical, such
as virtual design in construc-
tion.

“It would be open to man-
agement, project manage-
ment for individuals who
want to transition from field
work to office work and be a
project lead or project manag-
er in the industry,” Tran said.

Whalen said California’s
investment in housing, in-
frastructure and climate-
resilient construction has
increased the demand for pro-
fessionals with trade experi-
ence and formal management
training.

“There’s this need for peo-
ple with trade experience but
have formal management ex-
perience,” she said.

Tran said the college en-
gaged about 30 employers
during development of the
degree, all of whom submit-
ted letters of support.

“If both tradesmen and ...
engineers can talk (in a) simi-
lar language ... they will re-
duce the cost of labor, cost of
materials, reduce mistakes in
time,” Tran said. “We’re hop-
ing this is going to reduce the
barrier in communications ...

MASTER SINFONIA
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

David Ramadanoff

hMusic Direc

degree that they have earned.”

The approval process in-
cluded negotiations with
California State University
programs to avoid duplication
of coursework and ensure
the degree addressed unmet
workforce demand. Accredi-
tation approval was received
last September, and Foothill
plans to complete curriculum
approvals this fall. Officials
expect to enroll the first class
in 2028.

Currently, the college
serves about 2,000 active
building trades apprentices,
and both Whalen and Tran
said the degree is intended to
expand opportunities for that
population while support-
ing economic mobility and
workforce innovation in the
region.

The Building Trades Man-
agement degree will join
three other bachelor’s pro-
grams offered within the
Foothill-De Anza Commu-
nity College District: Den-
tal Hygiene and Respiratory
Care at Foothill,and Automo-

Saturday, March7,7:30 pm

Palo Alto HS Performing Arts Center
Sunday, March 8, 2:30 pm

Los Altos United Methadist Church

New park in Mountain View
gets design consultant

By Giuseppe Ricapito
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.com

new mini-park  will
Abe coming to West
Middlefield Road follow-
ing a public outreach and design
campaign kicking off this spring.

The Mountain View City
Council unanimously approved
for the city manager to enter into
a professional services agree-
ment with Westwood Profes-
sional Services, Inc., a Texas-
based company, for design and
construction support services at
a cost not to exceed $385,000.
The cost will cover site analy-
sis, conceptual and schematic
design, preparation of
construction documents and
community outreach.

The selection comes as some
members of the community ex-
pressed concern with the choice
of the consultant, noting that it
being out of state may lead to the
city expending resources on ser-

Mozart Symphony No. 38 “Prague”

listen to the neighborhood,”
said John Marchant, community
services director. “The process
that’s being talked about to-
night to develop this park is our
typical  park  development
process ... we’re really starting
with a clean slate.”

The council approved the ac-
quisition of 538 Thompson Ave.
in November 2022 and 2231
West Middlefield Road in June
2024.

Jennifer Ng, public works
director, said the first commu-
nity meeting would take place
in the spring. Final design is due
in 2027 and construction is set
for 2028.

Councilmember Alison Hicks
noted that the new information
confirmed the consultant would
have a local presence for the
community.

“I hope that we've clarified
that it’s a firm with a local basis
as well and it will be doing full

and put their trades, their oc- tive Technology Management | vices it does not need. community outreach,” Hicks
cupations, on the map for the at De Anza College. “Our number one goal is to said.
:L _b - - L ‘.':i e y @ e :" .-}-_‘ .-. l;m_ *:I' H h
L] 2 K N . % 5 lﬂ. G"‘.‘ wira b
= '] ¥ " s -, s ey ‘
. @ X a . i T “ [ |' i,
M KTy AN o a
@ ™ way ey
* v o! ¥ L
" 2 ' e 5 oy
. e - @ @, t
& ; > !
o2 PLe
) e M S )
sanductor T B & ..
‘@ .¢ W N
@ :
- . \%“-— 5 & =
Mendelssohn Overture to A Midsummer Night's Dream "N +
Pamela Martin, guest conductor » A
Nielsen Flute Concerto S %
MyungJu Yeo, flute .
L3

March 4, 2026 | Los Altos Town Crier | Page 7



comment

Letters to the Editor

Pause the park

This week I attended a
standing room only Los Altos
City Council study session on
the proposed downtown park
and parking project. Many
residents questioned why the
city is spending millions to
plan a new downtown park
without evidence of clear,
broad public support. The
discussion revealed a con-
cerning disconnect between
city spending priorities and
the needs of the wider com-
munity.

That disconnect is espe-
cially evident when com-
pared to the condition of our
existing parks. My daughter
spent many years at Redwood
Grove Nature Preserve and
commented how sad it is to
see the park in such disre-
pair, and the historic Halsey
House, a wonderful nature
center, has been closed since
2008 due to safety concerns,
with no active funding allo-

cated for restoration. Despite
this, the council spent an
hour reviewing multiple new
downtown park concepts -
one even borrowing the name
“Redwood Grove”- while the
existing Redwood Grove con-
tinues to languish.

What problem are we try-
ing to solve by eliminating
accessible downtown park-
ing and investing millions in
planning a new park?

This project seems to have
been steam rolled without an
unbiased assessment. City
staff report “engagement”
with about 1,200 people, with
65-70% expressing support.
Even if this were a valid sam-
ple, it represents only ~2.5%
of Los Altos residents, and
even so, continued parking
access remains the top con-
cern.

The City Council should
pause this project, rein in
planning expenditures, and
focus first on repairing ex-

Letters to the Editor

he Town Crier welcomes letters to the editor on current

events pertinent to Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and Mountain
View. Email letters to christinac@latc.com. Letters should be
no more than 200 words. Include a phone number for verification
purposes. Anonymous letters will not be printed.
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isting parks while seeking
broader, truly representative
public input on citywide pri-
orities.

Valerie Taglio
Los Altos

Disappointed by park
discussion

I attended the special City
Council meeting on February
24 for the update on the pro-
posed park and parking. I was
deeply disappointed that no
council member questioned
why the consultants’ engage-
ment questions actually did
not include any questions
about whether or not the re-
spondent wanted or thought
there was a need for this pro-
posed project. This was a mas-
sive breach of what a true open
consultancy would do. Their
questions positioned the park/
parking as a fait accompli
which it is not.

Similarly their community

engagement numbers were
disingenuous and blatantly
misleading. Their approxi-

mate 1,000 respondents over
43 conversations, representing
less than 3% of our population,
did not discern whether or not
these were actually discrete
individual responses - they re-
cruited responses at the farm-
ers market five separate times
but were those individuals
actually different each time?
Where was the consultant’s
data to support this?

It came to light that their
engagement included high
school students; when are
high school students who do
not vote or pay taxes for these
projects considered as viable
input? Really, a candy hand
out for those kids as was noted
during the comments period!

Lastly all of the council
glossed over the Performing
Arts Center as though this
was a done deal. Where is the
major sponsor that has been

sought for the past three years?

Has their already paid con-
sultant actually found a fund-
raiser? Why are they promoting
a very expensive (project) (note
the consultants did not address
this cost) that will benefit less
than 1% of our population at
any given performance? Simple
math by using population and
maximum proposed seating
number of 300 per all former
information put forward.

Instead of allowing the con-
sultants to bulldoze over ev-
eryone with their broad gener-
alities, the council should hold
them truly accountable and
challenge their findings or at
the very least, make them sup-
port them with hard data and
details.

This should be what our
elected officials should be do-
ing. It would truly benefit all
of us.

Douglas W. Gruehl
Los Altos

i

Pee into te

By 1934, the Los Altos library had outgrown its home in the Scout Hall. Guy Shoup helped
lease Southern Pacific’s vacant electric trolley powerhouse on First Street for one dollar per
year. Thanks to town volunteers, the government’s Works Progress Administration workers
and fundraising, the cement shell became a library in June 1936.

COURTESY OF LOS ALTOS HISTORY MUSEUM
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Fair for neurodivergent students, families set for Sunday

By Kaelyn Tan

Town Crier Editorial Intern

he nonprofit Resilience
I and Engagement for
Every Learner (REEL)
will host its Strengths Fair
from noon to 3 p.m. Sunday
(March 8) at the Los Altos
Community Center. It is a free
event for families to explore
resources and organizations
that support neurodivergent
children.

According to the REEL
website, the nonprofit works
to ensure neurodivergent stu-
dents can thrive in academic
settings by promoting par-
ent and educator awareness
of strategies to address youth
needs through its wide variety
of resources, events, services
and more.

This year, the theme for
REEL’s Strengths Fair is
“Where Strengths Shine and
Futures Grow,” which organiz-

ers said captures the purpose
of the event to demonstrate the
potential of neurodivergent
students and guide families in
nurturing their children. On
its website, REEL describes
these students as those whose
brains work differently from
what’s considered typical, such
as those with ADHD, autism,
dyslexia or anxiety.

“It’s a very medical model
- focusing on what’s wrong
with children - and we wanted
to create something that fo-
cuses on strengths,” REEL co-
founder Yael Valek said.

The event will showcase
hands-on exhibits, progres-
sive school options, parent
resources and talks given by
innovators in neurodiversity.
Through the programming,
attendees will have opportuni-
ties to connect with each other
and share experiences.

See REEL, Page 11

COURTESY OF DIANNA SADLER
The Strengths Fair showcases resources that support neurodivergent children.
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Stand with

and local organizations working for safety, dignity, and inclusion.

Show your solidarity. Support equality. Donate now.

LAMVCE

LOS ALTOS MOUNTAIN VIEW
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

our

Phone: 650-949-5908
Email: info@LAMVCF.ORG
183 Hillview Avenue

Los Altos, CA 94022

[

LGBTQ Comunity

When funding gaps leave neighbors vulnerable, we step in.
The Rainbow Solidarity Fund provides direct support to LGBTQ+ individuals

SCAN TO

DONATE
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Author challenges Morning Forum

By Allyson Johnson

obert Edsel, author of
R“’Ihe Monuments Men,”

enthralled his audience
at the Feb. 17 Los Altos Morn-
ing Forum with tales of how he
came to write the book, the dis-
coveries he made along the way,
the heroism he learned about
in doing his research and the
profound sense of obligation he
feels toward the men and wom-
en he met and heard about.

Edsel began his talk by
thanking the veterans in the
audience for their service. He
went on to tell of how, after
building a successful oil and
gas business, he found himself
at the age of 40 in possession
of considerable money from
the sale of the business and
thinking, “I don’t want to be
that guy who sits around at
age 65 saying, ‘I always want-
ed to (fill in blank) but never
got around to it.”

He began studying art and
architecture, and one evening
on the Ponte Vecchio Bridge in
Florence, the question came to
him: “How did all the art and
sculpture in Italy survive the
bombing and looting of World
War II?” He asked a number of
people - historians, museum
curators and others - and their
response was “I don’t know. I've
never thought about it.”

Eventually, he resolved to
find the answer, and ended by
self-publishing “Rescuing da
Vinci” to fill the gap, a book
with 360 photos documenting
the preservation of Italy’s art
heritage.

During World War II, the
Monuments, Fine Arts, and
Archives Program (MFAA)
was proposed by George
Stout, conservator of art at
Harvard, and authorized by
Roosevelt to counter Nazi pro-
paganda that the U.S. troops
entering Europe would take
away Europe’s art heritage.
Given few resources other
than the support of Generals
Eisenhower and Marshall, the
MFAA found and returned
thousands of artworks, rare
books and historic documents
until it disbanded in 1957.

Edsel was just in time to
interview some of the people
who had been personally in-
volved in rescuing Europe’s
art heritage from the Nazis.

h, i,

COURTESY OF LOS ALTOS MORNING FORUM

Robert Edsel with Morning Forum President John Miller.

One 90-year-old who had been
uncommunicative in a nurs-
ing home came to alertness
when Edsel showed him some
of the pictures he had collect-
ed. He identified some of the
uniformed men in the pho-
tos, talked with Edsel for four
hours and at the end, told Ed-
sel, “I've been waiting to talk
to you all my life.” He died nine
days later.

Edsel felt that he had been
passed the torch.

In 2004, Edsel founded the
Monuments Men and Women
Foundation (MMWTF) to col-
lect mementos and information
about the MFAA’s work. The
foundation has also circulated
information about still-missing
works of art in the hope that
some will surface from fami-
lies unaware that their veter-
an’s “souvenirs” are of cultural
value. The foundation has pub-
lished a deck of playing cards
that features still-missing art-
works, and it works with U.S.
museums to establish proper
provenance for artwork ac-
quired illegitimately. It has also
provided information to cura-
tors of museums and libraries
on how to preserve the art-
works and documents in their
care in case of a natural or po-
litical disaster.

Edsel gave examples of how
Michelangelo’s statue of David
and other classic Italian statu-
ary were protected from bomb-
ing by brick encasements, and
how da Vinci’s “The Last Sup-
per” survived the destruction
of the chapel in which it was
painted by shieldings of scaf-
folding and sandbags.

The film “The Monuments
Men,” produced by and star-
ring George Clooney, elevated

awareness of the importance of
protecting cultural icons. Infor-
mation gathered by the Monu-
ments Men and Women Foun-
dation has now been collected
and is on exhibit in the National
World War II Museum in New
Orleans.

In researching “The Monu-
ments Men” in the Netherlands,
Edsel was told about the grave
adoption program set up near
an American military cemetery
by the local citizens. General
Eisenhower had promised his
troops that they would not be
left to be buried in enemy soil,
and this cemetery is just over
the border with East Germany.
At the dedication of the ceme-
tery, 40,000 Dutch people came
to pay respects to their libera-
tors. The Netherlanders prom-
ised that the 17,800 U.S. ser-
vicemen buried in the cemetery
would not be neglected. Each of
the graves has been adopted by
a Dutch family and is carefully
tended.

Edsel started the Forever
Promise Project to find the
families of the buried service-
men and connect them to the
families who had adopted their
grave. The project has connect-
ed 400 families to the adopting
families.

Edsel closed his talk by ask-
ing, “Why don’t we have a grave
adoption project in the U.S.?
We need people to think about
where our freedom comes from
and what it has cost. This is the
challenge of our time.”

For more information on
the Morning Forum and its
spring series, visil morning-
forum.org. For membership
information, visit morning-
forum.org/2025-2026-Series-
Subscription-new.
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REEL

From Page 9

For keynote speaker Aman-
da Morin, a nationally recog-
nized leader in the neurodi-
versity movement, the fair is
special because it fosters un-
derstanding among people.

“Having to explain your
story over and over again is ex-
hausting, but when you find a
place where everyone just gets
it, that’s the best feeling,” Mo-
rin said.

Morin said that her work is
driven by her personal experi-
ences as a parent of neurodi-
vergent children. She hopes
to share her takeaways and

inspire families to adapt a
strengths-based approach to
their neurodivergent children
through her upcoming talk.

Families are encouraged
to bring their children to the
event, where there will be in-
teractive activities and oppor-
tunities for meaningful dia-
logue.

“Kids should be part of the
conversation,” Morin said. “We
should not be talking about
kids without them.”

Beyond families and youth,
Valek said the event is open
to community members from
all backgrounds, regardless of
their understanding of neuro-
divergence.

It is important for commu-
nity members to engage with
topics in neurodiversity, Valek
added, especially given that the
Bay Area is known for achieve-
ment and innovation.

“It’s a little bit ironic to me
that most of the most amaz-
ing innovators that we have in
this area are twice exceptional,
neurodivergent themselves,”
Valek said. “Yet, a lot of kids
who think differently in K-12
schools feel stifled.”

Registration is encouraged
but not required to attend the
fair at the Los Altos Commu-
nity Center, 97 Hillview Ave.

To register and for more in-
formation, visit reel2e.org.

COURTESY OF DIANNA SADLER

Students at the Strengths Fair work at an activities table at Los Altos Community Center.

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

edwardjones.com

You can't predict the
future, so plan for it.

Cynthia
Financial

Suite 1B

A Wemyss, CFP®, ChFC®
Advisor

339 S San Antonio Road

Los Altos, CA 94021
650-948-
cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com

4886

Forbes
BEST-IN-STATE

TOP WOMEN
WEALTH ADVISORS

2026, 2025, 2024 Forbes|SHOOK® Top Women Wealth Advisors Best-in-State in Northern California, published February each
year, research by SHOOK® Research LLC, data as of September or June of the prior year. Compensation provided for using, not
obtaining, the rating. The rating is not based on quality of investment advice, investment performance or client feedback.

DIANA’S PROFESSIONAL
HOUSECLEANING

Family business with experienced, reliable
and dependable professionals.
Low rates with great Los Altos references.

CALL CRISTINA TODAY!
(408) 806-1415 or (408) 578-5489

License# 447435
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Q‘ STARLIGHT
9 « CAREGIVERS

Los Altos-Based Home Care Agency

Enhancing the quality of life for seniors
and peace of mind for their families.

See how we make a difference-
CONTACT US TODAY!

Physical & Occupational Therapy
HOLISTIC HEALING FOR BETTER OUTCOMES

Chronic Pain | Pelvic Health | Women's/Men’s Health
Regenerative Shockwave Therapy | Therapeutic Pilates

Introducing
Regenerative
Shockwave
Therapy

Tried Everything Else?

If chronic pain or dysfunction is
keeping you from living the life you
want, now is the time to act.

( . o .
Most patients feel real relief in
just a few sessions, with no
downtime, medications, or

surgery needed!
\

Call to Learn More: 650-584-0076

650-584-0076 | physiofitpt.com
1000 Fremont Ave., Suite 108 Los Altos
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OPEN
HOUSE

& CURRICULUM FAIR

Meet our staff, make
new friends, and tour
our campus. Now
enrolling Grades 9-12.

New & returning
students that enroll at
Open House receive

a $200 credit toward
enroliment fee.

Scan the QR code for
more information!

MARCH 12, 2026
AT 6:00PM

*Enrollment fee is non-refundable.

Contact Us
650-967-2324
mvaoffice@mountainviewacademy.org

- PRESENT THIS AD FOR: --

SUNNYVALE MARKET
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when purchase
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Writers Week 2026 presents

an evening with writer, director & LAHS alumni

IMRAN J. KHAN

Mustache .

6:00pm Reception

6:30pm Q&A ¢ 7:00pm Film Screening
Los Altos High School , Eagle Theater
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Since age 6, teen’s relationship
with paving company rolls on

By Zoé Friedman

Town Crier Editorial Intern

ince he was 6 years old,
S Evan Smith has been cap-

tivated by O’Grady Pav-
ing Incorporated.

The Mountain View resi-
dent first noticed the company
while passing a job site with
his mother and immediately
asked her to stop so he could
take a closer look. More than
a decade later, what began as
a childhood fascination has
turned into a lasting relation-
ship with the crew behind the
Mountain View-based paving
company.

Over the years, Smith has

become a familiar face on job
sites, returning whenever pos-
sible to observe the group at
work.

Smith said he has always
been interested in construc-
tion and paving.

“There’s a lot that goes into
it and a lot of cool equipment,”
he said. “Some guys say as you
get older, you just get bigger

toys.”
Part of the excitement,
Smith said, is figuring out

where the company will be
working next. He determines
O’Grady’s projects by checking
city websites for public bidding
records to see which compa-
nies get jobs. And, Smith said,

“Sometimes you see the no
parking signs. So you follow
the no parking signs.”

Beyond the equipment,
Smith said he has enjoyed get-
ting to know the O’Grady crew.

“Alot of them speak Spanish
and I've been taking Spanish in
school,” said Smith, a junior at
Woodside Priory School. “My
Spanish has gotten better, so
that’s kind of fun. I can really
connect.”

When Smith was younger,
the crew even gave him his
own construction vest labeled
“O’Grady Paving” in a size
2XL. Smith joked that they

See PAVING, Page 13

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
MarcH 10, 2026 — 7:00 p.m.

LOS ALTOS

In Person

Note- This is not the Final Agenda

Members of the public are invited to participate in person at
the Los Altos Council Chamber at Los Altos City Hall located
at 1 N. San Antonio Rd, Los Altos, CA. To attend virtually,
please view the final agenda for details.

Public testimony will be taken at the direction of the Mayor,
and members of the public may only comment during times
allotted for public comments. Public comment will be received
in person during the meeting or by written public comment
submitted to publiccomment@losaltosca.gov

1. Authorize City Manager to move to approve the Parcel Map
for 1485 Fremont Avenue

2. Independent Intake Official (IIO) Yearly Report 2025

3. AB481 Military Equipment Use Annual Report for 2025

4. Review of City Council Norms and Procedures

Agendas, Reports and associated documents for City Council
items may be viewed at losaltosca.gov/citycouncil/meetings
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From Page 12

must have had some foresight,
knowing he would keep com-
ing back as he grew.

“The crew enjoys him com-
ing around,” said Thomas
O’Grady, who owns and oper-
ates the business founded by
his father in 1956.

While Smith doesn’t quite
know what he wants to do as
a profession, O’Grady Paving
has influenced how he imag-
ines his working life.

“I definitely don’t want an
office job,” he said. “I think it’s
so much more fun to be able to
work with my hands and to be
outside. One of the thingsI like
about it is that it’s something
different every day.”

To O’Grady, Smith seems
like a rarity.

“In general, kids growing
up now are more into the in-
ternet and social media, and
they want to work at Google,
or they want to do something
computerized, while we’re

actually doing the physical
work,” O’Grady said.

Smith  encouraged the
broader Los Altos commu-
nity to recognize “how much
goes into just making everyday
things seem every day.”

“We take it for granted,” he
said. “People only notice when
the roads are really chewed up
or when they’re being inconve-
nienced by the construction,
but there’s a lot of work that
goes into it.”

The last time Smith saw
O’Grady and his crew was in
November, after a three-year
gap.

“They were all so excited to
see me. I'm 17 now, so they’ve
seen me grow for 10 years,”
Smith said.

For O’Grady, it’s a two-way
street.

“It was just cool seeing him
and talking to him and seeing
how grown up he is,” he said.

Ten years in and going
strong, Smith said he plans to
visit O’Grady Paving whenev-
er he can.

Evan Smith, 17, riding the O’Grady Paving paver. Evan has been coming out to job sites since he
was six years old and riding on different pieces of equipment.

“I have to thank my mom
for always being willing to
drive me to jobs,” Smith said.
“And, now I have my own
driver’s license so I can get
myself places.”

Smith said he’s not yet done
following the no-parking signs.
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Read TC, both print and online

id you know that some features on losaltosonline.com
do not appear in the print edition and some items in
print do not appear online? That’s why you need to read
both. Don’t miss out on all the news about your community.
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ARE READY TO BLOOM!

Experience the drama, the passion, the power of...

MENDELSSOHN'S EPIC

- REGISTER NOW FOR
SUMMER CAMPS!
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REGISTRATION DATES

Saturday, March 14, @ 7:30pm

First United Methodist Church, Palo Alto
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Stepping Out

Weekend highlights world music and jazz

Town Crier Report

he sounds of world mu-
sic and jazz are coming
to the area this week-

end, with concerts in Mountain
View and Stanford.

» On Friday (March 6), enjoy
the global sounds of Croatian
vocalist Astrid Kuljanic with
the Ben Rosenblum Trio from
7:30-8:30 p.m. at the Commu-
nity School of Music and Arts’

St. Simon Catholic
Church & School

Please check our website for
links to Live Stream Mass
www.stsimon.church

Mass Schedule
Weekday: 6:30 am & 8:30 am
Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos 94024
650-880-1401

Tateuchi Hall, 230 San Antonio
Circle, Mountain View.
Drawing on her Adriatic her-
itage and her command of Bra-
zilian music and jazz, Kuljanic
will present a diverse evening
of global music. With her band
featuring accordionist Ben
Rosenblum, bassist and bag-
piper Mat Muntz and drummer
and percussionist Ben Zweig,
Kuljanic will sing traditional,
popular and original songs.

*‘GG*O-‘V*
UNION CHURCH

A Community of Christ Followers Loving,
Learning & Serving Together

Worship 10am
~ Join us in person or online ~

www.youtube.com/
@unionpreshyterianchurchlos437

858 University Ave.
www.unionpc.org

(650) 948-4361

The performance will fea-
ture a range of styles and lan-
guages propelled by a focus on
spontaneous interaction and
interpretive flexibility.

The concert is free, but at-
tendees are advised to reserve
tickets at tinyurl.com/CSMA-
Kuljanic-Rosenblum.

e On Saturday (March 7)
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Stan-
ford’s Dinkelspiel Auditorium,
471 Lagunita Drive, Stanford,

First Church of Chrlst Saentlst

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

401 University Ave,

LOS ALTOS
Sunday Service | Sunday School
10AM-11AM  10AM-11AM

Wed. Testimony Meeting 7:30Pm
~ Call-in Available for Services ~
— READING ROOM 60 Main Street —
Wed 9:30am -12pM + Thur 2PM - 4PM + Sat 9AM-12PM
See website for details and updates
ChristianScienceLosAltos.org

NN\

People, Maifer. Trifh M
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10:45am on Sundays

i 11 625 Magdalena Ave
il Los Altos 92024
ey B | [ 650.948.5698

Hmoﬁ les Alros Chrisfiam Schools « wirssJacs.com

Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D.

St. Nicholas Church
473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos
Mass Schedule

Sat: 8am
Sun: 8am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French)
M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

Stanley, Pastor

St. William Church
611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos
Mass Schedule

Sat: 4 pm
Sun: 9 am, 11 am*, 5 pm
*in-person & livestream

Los Altos Lutheran Church

Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10AM In-Person & Online

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.LosAltosLutheran.org

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012
office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Zoom Link

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS

Join us online or in person
for worship at 10 am!

Inspirational messages and
great music! Please
- Wiy !\

visit our website
"i ]
"ﬂ for more information!

at ilclosaltos.com
1715 Grant Road, Los Altos

650-967-4906 » www.ilclosaltos.com

Christ Episcopal Church

Inshived Worship. Relenant Preaching. Transcendent Music.
Sundaoy Services In Person

8:00 a.m. Hpoken Fucharis
10:15 a.m.

Chiddeure _f.llusil.!w.flm Suruﬁlj miar
Log Alras

124 0 Border Rose

www.christchurchlosaltes.org

SUNDAY SERVICES

10 AM
190 Jordan Avenue,
Los Altos

9 AM & 11:30 AM

1300 Grant Road,
Los Altos

Online Service
9 AM and 11:30 AM
Cuestapark.org

ALL ARE WELCOME
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Grammy-winning saxophonist/flautist Mitch Frohman will per-
form with the Stanford Afro-Latin Jazz Ensemble Saturday.

the acclaimed Stanford Afro-
Latin Jazz Ensemble, directed
by Murray Low, presents its
winter concert, “Tribute to the
Mambo.” The concert will fea-
ture special guest saxophonist/
flautist Mitch Frohman, a sev-
en-time Grammy winner. The

program showcases both clas-
sic and original numbers, pay-
ing homage to classic New York
salsa and Latin jazz repertoire
during its golden era.

For tickets, $27 to $32, visit
events.stanford.edu/event/
salje-winter26.

Spelling bee buzzes at Foothill

Town Crier Report

oothill Music Theatre’s
F“The 25th Annual Put-

nam County Spelling
Bee” opened Feb. 27 and runs
through March 15.

The musical comedy follows
an eclectic group of six kids as
they vie for a spelling champi-
onship, sharing hilarious and
touching stories along the way.
As an added twist, at every per-
formance, four guest spellers
from the audience will be called
up to participate in the bee.

“The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee” is playing
at the Lohman Theatre at Foot-
hill College, 12345 S. El Monte
Road. Showtimes are 7:30 p.m.
Thursdays, 8 p.m. Fridays and
Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays,
Tickets are $22-$44.

For more information on the
show, see the article “‘Spelling
Bee’ will soon buzz at Foot-
hill” in the Town Crier’s Feb. 18
paper or at losaltosonline.com.

For tickets, visit foothill.edu/
theatre/spelling-bee.html.

Have some laughs in Mtn. View

Town Crier Report

wo stand-up comedy
shows are coming to the
Mountain View Center

for the Performing Arts, 500 Cas-
tro St., this weekend.

At 8 p.m. Saturday, The Best
of San Francisco Stand-up Com-
edy occupies the center’s Sec-
ondStage. Experience the talent
of a new generation of Bay Area
comedians, continuing the tra-
dition of luminaries like Robin
Williams, Dana Carvey and Ali
Wong.

The show is appropriate for
ages 18 and up. Tickets are $36.

At 7 p.m. Sunday, Joe Wong
brings his comedy special “Go
Back to America” to the Main-
Stage. Wong, who made his
breakthrough on “The Late
Show with David Letterman,” is
known for his perspective on the
immigrant experience.

In “Go Back to America,”
Wong delivers a deadpan explo-
ration of cultural identity and the
American Dream.

The show is appropriate for
ages 12 and up. Tickets are $43-
$115.50.

For tickets and more informa-
tion on both shows, visit mvcpa.
com.



CATEGORIES:

« Pre-Kindergarten « Kindergarten - 15t Grade
. 2"d Grade - 3" Grade . 4t Grade - 6th Grade

FIRST PLACE
in each group will receive a $15 GIFT CERTIFICATE

SECOND PLACE
in each group will receive a $10 GIFT CERTIFICATE

All Prizes Donated By Baskin Robbins - Mountain View
1249 W El Camino (at Miramonte Ave) in Mountain View

All winners will have their photos published in the Los Altos Town Crier,
and all entries will be displayed at Baskin-Robbins - Mountain View.

Sponsored by: Baskin-Robbins Mountain View and the Los Altos Town Crier

To enter the contest, return completed entries to the Los Altos Town Crier by
Wednesday, March 25th at 5 PM. One entry per person. The decision of the judges
will be final.

ENTRIES: DROP OFF OR MAIL TO:
Los Altos Town Crier, 138 Main Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
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Schools

Pinewood juniors showcase hig ideas for social change

By Julia Baum
Staff Writer/juliab@latc.com

tudents transformed a campus
Slunch period into a showcase of

environmental innovation and so-
cial impact Feb. 26 at Pinewood High
School, where juniors in the Pinewood
Scholars Program (PSP) pitched ven-
tures to faculty during a catered “teach-
er brainstorming lunch.”

Fifteen students enrolled in the pro-
gram had the chance to present proj-
ects developed throughout the year at
the Feb. 26 event. Teachers circulated
among tables, offering feedback and, in
some cases, volunteering to mentor stu-
dents as they refine their ideas.

The two-year course for juniors
and seniors focuses on tackling real-
world problems through sustainable,
community-centered business models.
Admission into the class requires an ap-
plication and interview, and each year’s
cohort develops a new slate of student-
led initiatives.

Junior Zachary introduced “Zee’s
Bees,” a native “bee hotel” designed
to support solitary bee species. Un-
like western honeybees, which live in

B |
colonies, many native bees nest alone. L-:""""l-—--.”l\

Zachary’s structure uses compressed
paper straws housed inside composite
decking wood, giving bees a safe place
to lay eggs from fall through spring. The

straws are replaced every two years to

prevent mold and disease. One installa-
tion is already at Hidden Villa, and the
structure can host up to 100 bee species.

Nearby, junior Ryan presented the
Sustainability Collaboration, an initia-
tive aimed at helping local restaurants
comply with environmental ordinanc-
es. His plan includes tailored support
for businesses and a tiered certification
program recognizing sustainability
compliance, with a gold level for restau-
rants that “go above and beyond.”

Ryan is seeking approval from the
city of Los Altos and has met with the
Chamber of Commerce and Environ-
mental Commission to support his ini-
tiative.

“This class has given me the auton-
omy to have this idea,” he said. “I love
this class. Everything about it. It’s my
favorite.”

See PINEWOOD, Page 17

-
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COURTESY OF PINEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
Pinewood High School juniors pitched ventures to faculty during a “catered
teacher brainstorming lunch” Thursday as part of the Pinewood Scholars
Program (PSP).

Local Gallery 9 supports volunteer art teachers

By Meghna Dixit

Town Crier Editorial Intern

s part of their effort to
keep art alive, the art-
ists at Gallery 9 recently

made a second donation to the
Los Altos Art Docents.

Los Altos-based Gallery 9 in
January donated money to the
program, which provides volun-
teers to teach art to students in
the Los Altos School District.

“We wanted to give back to
the community,” said Gallery 9
member Cecilia Mases, who de-
clined to disclose the amount of
the donation. “We talked about
the future and how we had to
support the future of art, so the
Art Docents felt like an impor-
tant group to support.”

This marked the second time
in two years that Gallery 9 has
donated to the Art Docents, ac-
cording to Mases.

Located at 143 Main St.,
Gallery 9 comprises a group of
nearly 30 artists who show and
sell their work at the downtown
studio. They used some of the
proceeds from their art to make

the donations, Mases said.

Since the first donation, the
two organizations have been
collaborating in other ways to
support the future of art. The
studio hosts showcases featuring
art made by elementary school
children and by Gallery 9 artists.

“The children are spreading
such joy and it’s always so fun,”
Mases said. “I noticed that when
the children are in the gallery
and they talk to us they say, ‘Are
you real artists?” We get to be
cool because they act like we are
famous. Maybe kids these days
just don’t really think that art-
ists are all over the community;
were everywhere. Your neigh-
bor might be an artist, you never
know. So, the children give a lot
of fun things back.”

Recently, the Art Docents
hosted its inaugural district-
wide community art showcase
at Almond Elementary School,
highlighting both the kids’ work
and artists from Gallery 9. Ac-
cording to Kimberly Dickerson,
coordinator for the Art Docents,

See GALLERY 9, Page 17
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COURTESY OF GALLERY 9

Gallery 9, represented by Cecilia Mases, Joyce Savre and Andy Browne (not pictured), par-
ticipated in a community student art showcase hosted by the Los Altos School District on
Nov. 19, showing the continuing cooperation between the art gallery and the Los Altos Art
Docents. Gallery 9 comprises nearly 30 artists who show and sell their work at the downtown
studio.



Schools

PINEWOOD

From Page 16

Other students blend en-
trepreneurship with personal
passion. Kelsea founded the
Calmify Collective, a sole pro-
prietorship selling fidget toys
that she personally designed
and produced using a 3D print-
er, which she sells on Etsy. She
said she “built it out of my own
experience with anxiety” and
wanted to “spread the idea
that techniques to calm down
should be accessible to kids and
adults.”

Rishi, a history enthusiast, is
developing the Hidden History
Project, an app alerting users
when they pass sites of local
significance. Working with the
Los Altos History Museum, he
has compiled 75 locations, in-
cluding an Ohlone settlement
five minutes from campus, and
is in talks with the city of Palo
Alto to secure funding to get
the app placed in app stores.

Meanwhile, junior Riya
founded Roots of Confi-
dence, which distributes hair
and beauty kits to unhoused
women through partnerships

COURTESY OF PINEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

Teachers and students at Pinewood High School’s Pinewood

Scholars Program.

including Housing Matters in
Santa Cruz. In coordinating
deliveries and connecting with
organizations, she’s learned
skills that go beyond the class-
room.

“I've really learned how to
put myself out there and make
those cold calls,” Riya said.
Since January, she has deliv-
ered about 70 kits and aims for
200 by semester’s end.

Program organizer Asma

Rabbani said the luncheon
was designed to expose stu-
dents to new perspectives and
strengthen business models.
The broader goal, she said, is to
ask: “What are you passionate
about? What bothers you - and
what are you going to do about
it?”

Judging by Thursday’s pre-
sentations, Pinewood students
are already answering that
question.

unshakable glory!

today as it did then.

more than a century.

SYMPHONY
SAN JOSE

Presents

The Enigmatic Voice

March 7 & 8, 2026

at the California Theatre

Originally commissioned for the coronation of King George Il, Handel's
Zadok the Priest is anthem is a timeless masterpiece exuding majesty,
triumph, and divine grandeur—a celebration of power, tradition, and

Dona Nobis Pacem, Ralph Vaughan Williams's stirring plea for peace,
blending the timeless words of the Latin Mass with the haunting poetry
of Walt Whitman. Written in 1936 as the world teetered on the brink of
war, this dramatic and deeply moving cantata resonates as powerfully

Filled with mystery, emotion, and brilliance, Enigma Variations is a
masterpiece in orchestral story telling. Each variation is a musical
portrait of Edward Elgar's closest friends, woven together with an
elusive hidden theme—an enigma that has intrigued audiences for

i

SUBSCRIBE NOW

Choose three or more concerts and subscribe to enjoy waived handling
fees. Call us today (408) 286-2600.

Tickets from $35 to $115. Contact us to learn more about our group
discounts, $25 Soundcheck Pass for patrons aged 5-25 (valid for all Saturday
night concerts!), and our 50% off discount for patrons under 17 years old.

GALLERY 9

From Page 16

having local artists present at
the district-wide show was ben-
eficial for the children’s art edu-
cation.

“Kids look up to the Gallery
9 artists as the experts because
their art is framed on the wall,”
Dickerson said. “Just having
someone who issort of an expert
talk to them on the same level
was really empowering for the
kids; I think they got a lot out of
it. It was a two-way street, each
time we’ve done this; whether
it’s been at their gallery or in our
space, it’s been a fun way to hear
how the kids react to the artists
and how the artists react to the
kids, too.”

Dickerson added that the
proceeds from the donations
have been used to develop les-
sons for lower grades. She ex-
plained that the Art Docents
must think outside of the box
and include more playful, ex-
ploratory lessons with different
supplies rather than specific
skills and techniques, since the
children aren’t that advanced
yet.

i ’.!?:“ i
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Dickerson said the Art Do-
cents are now developing les-
sons titled “Playing with Lines”
and “Playing with Color” that
require students to rotate
through several stations to play
with different color mediums
and materials to create colorful
pictures and different types of
lines.

According to Dickerson, the
collaboration between Gallery
9 and the Art Docents has been
well-received by the children
she works with. She added that
it’s convenient that Gallery 9 is
local, and she, as well as the chil-
dren, likes to check out their art
displays and talk to the local art-
ists featured at the studio.

“We love the collaboration,”
Dickerson said. “All the art-
ists I've met at Gallery 9 are
very open to this collaboration,
which has been very fun. It’s
great that we have so many peo-
ple in our community who are
dedicated to and appreciate the
arts.”

For more on Gallery 9,
visit gallery9losaltos.com.
For more information on the
Arts Docents, visit losalto-
sartdocents.org.

SymphonySanJose.org
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Sports

MV boys soccer wins CCS title thnller over Everett Alvarez

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

year after losing on
penalties to Everett Al-
varez in the CCS play-

offs, it was appropriate that a
penalty in the dying minutes
of extra time from winger
Cyrus Shafie for Mountain
View secured a CCS champi-
onship this year.

Tied 1-1 in the last minute
of extra time Friday, a foul
on Shafie in the box gave him
the pressure moment he was
ready for, a penalty kick he
slotted home to secure the 2-1
CCS Division I playoff win
for Mountain View (18-3-2)
over the undefeated defending
champions.

“Usually, I take penalties
for a lot of teams I play for,”
Shafie said. “I don’t usually
feel nervous, but for that one,
just a little bit, but I felt confi-

View team run to celebrate
with a packed student sec-
tion at Stevens Stadium on the
Santa Clara University cam-
pus, with Shafie feeling vin-
dicated for all the hard work
put in during his high school
career.

“Best feeling ever,” Shafie
said. “But it’s amazing to see
my friends, parents and every-
one. It’s such a great group, we
love each other so much that it
feels amazing.”

Mountain View coach Jim
McGuirk said that even in
such a pressure situation, he
trusted Shafie implicitly.

“I was starting to think the
soccer gods had smiled on
me,” McGuirk said.

The game got off to a fast
start with Mountain View for-
ward Nicholas Garzino scor-
ing the game’s opening goal
after firing a shot past the

However, Everett Alvarez re-
sponded ruthlessly just a few
minutes later with a goal from
striker Fernando Matias off a
cross from outside the box to
make it 1-1. Everett Alvarez
grew into the game and had
several more shots in the first
half, with Mountain View’s
best chance coming when
Shafie hit a shot off the post
on an indirect free kick inside
Everett Alvarez’s box after a
backpass violation between a
defender and the keeper.

“You could tell we were re-
ally nervous at the beginning,
we were connecting on our
passes — I thought the goal was
great,” McGuirk said. “I think
after they scored, I think we
settled in.”

The Spartans and Eagles
had several shots on goal in
the second half but could not
score, sending the game into

dent enough to take it.”

Everett Alvarez keeper from

The resulting euphoria after a rebounded corner after just

the make saw the Mountain six minutes in the first half.

extra time, where defender

See SPARTANS, Page 19

ALAN HWANG/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Mountain View’s Cyrus Shafie celebrates scoring a penalty in
extra time Friday against Everett Alvarez in the CCS Division I
championship game, a 2-1 win for Mountain View.

Los Gatos stymies St. Francis in CCS girls soccer title game

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

os Gatos’ physical and uptempo

I style stymied St. Francis in a

penalty shootout win Friday over

the CCS Division I defending champi-

ons, with St. Francis playing Los Gatos’
game throughout the match.

“Gotta give a lot of credit to Los Ga-
tos, they were relentless, physical, ath-
letic, and I don’t think we played our
best game,” St. Francis coach Carlos
Barboza said. “They made us not play
our best game. There was no rhythm,
there were a lot of nerves.”

Los Gatos upped the game’s tempo
with its speed and athleticism while
also breaking the flow up with physical-
ity and tactical fouls whenever St. Fran-
cis threatened or looked to play key
passes toward goal, forcing St. Francis
into suboptimal decisions in key mo-
ments. The stakes and intensity led to
several yellow cards for both teams and
chippyness as the game went on.

Both teams had several good chances
to score during regular time. Los Gatos
had a point-blank chance with 25 min-
utes left in the first half, going through
on goal and forcing a good save from

got its first shot on target with 19 min-
utes left in the first half, a soft long shot
from midfielder Sophie McCarthy. The
Lancers’ best chance of the first half
came when midfielder Penelope Correa
went through on goal on the left side
of the box and hit a hard shot straight
that forced a save from goalkeeper Cora
Bryant. St. Francis had another great
chance in the second half when Grier
Gowdy was through on goal and had
her shot blocked by Bryant.

“I think both teams had a couple of
moments,” Barboza said. “It seemed
nervy the entire game, so I don’t think
either team was clinical, given a 0-0
game all the way through.”

After no one scored in extra time, it
went to a penalty shootout where Los
Gatos won 4-3. Los Gatos went second
and made all four of its penalties, with
Bryant saving a shot from midfielder
Julia Malcolm on St. Francis’ third at-
tempt. A miss from defender Kend-
all Koury on St. Francis’ fifth penalty
sealed the game for Los Gatos.

“To their credit, their goalkeeper
made a save, and so it happens,” Bar-
boza said. “That’s the way PK’s go.”

St. Francis (19-1-1) played Los Gatos
(18-1-3) in its second game of the season

ALAN HWANG/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

St. Francis forward Maya Meltz goes for the ball during the CCS Division I cham-

sophomore goalkeeper Sophia Malloy
See LANCERS, Page 19 pionship game against Los Gatos Friday.

from just a few yards away. St. Francis
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From Page 18

Abraham Orozco was sent off for a second yel-
low after a foul on Shafie. Despite being a man
down, the Eagles nearly scored but were denied
by an incredible reaction save from Spartan
goalkeeper Aiden Tassa, who got a hand to a
shot and pushed it over the bar on a full stretch.
Everett Alvarez’s pace and technical ability on
the ball helped generate numerous chances and
dangerous attacking transition moments.

“We did not want them dribbling the ball,”
McGuirk said. “That’s why you saw us back off
a lot. We were trying to clog up the middle, we
were trying to change our tactics a little bit,
which is always hard to do. We trust our de-
fense, and Aiden (Tassa) came up big at the end
there. He’s had a great night, great run through
the playoffs, our defense has been great. That’s
what got us here.”

The CCS title is the first for the Spartans
since 2023, with similar parallels to that year’s
journey. Mountain View was the No. 7 seed in
the top CCS playoff division that year, beating
a West Catholic Athletic League Champion in
the opening round both in St. Francis before
taking down the No. 1 CCS seed in the final
in Alisal. Mountain View beat St. Ignatius 2-1
in a close thriller in the quarterfinals this year,
including a missed penalty in the final minutes

ALAN HWANG/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER
Members of the Mountain View boys soccer
team lift the CCS Division I playoff trophy after
beating Everett Alvarez in the championship
game Friday night.

from St. Ignatius, and beat Leigh 5-1 in the
semifinals.

The Spartans now move on to the NorCal
playoffs after a long CCS run, hoping to repeat
the team’s success from last year. Mountain
View won the NorCal Division II title last year
over Cardinal Newman, its first regional title
in boys soccer. Mountain View hosts Rocklin 5
p-m. Tuesday (after the Town Crier print dead-
line).

“We will go out and do the best we can, and
hope we aren’t too worn out,” McGuirk said.

4\\ TRAVEKA

GUIDING YOUR WEALTH
EVERY STEP OF THEWAY

At Traveka Wealth, we help those whose lives have been /

/

shaped by the technology sector to traverse the financial j

complexities of their wealth. As independent financial j

advisors, we work in your best interests to help guide you f

towards the financial goals of you and your family. From tax |J

to equity compensation, financial planning and more, we

take a pragmatic, analytical approach to serve as a trusted

navigator through these times of great fortune.

Schedule an introductory meeting

today at
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and won 3-1, with the Wild-
cats getting revenge this time
around. The Lancers have had
a charmed season until this
point, undefeated and winning
its fifth West Catholic Athletic
League title on its way to the
No. 1 seed in the CCS Division
I playoffs. St. Francis beat St.
Ignatius 6-0 in the CCS Divi-
sion I semifinals and Carlmont
2-0 in the quarterfinals. Los
Gatos has also had a successful
season, winning the SCVAL
De Anza Division and breez-
ing through the CCS Division
I playoffs, beating Leland 8-1
in the quarterfinals and Arch-
bishop Mitty 4-0 in the semifi-
nals.

St. Francis is the No. 4 seed
in the CIF Division I regional
playoffs, hosting No. 5 seed
Buchanan 5 p.m. Tuesday (af-
ter the Town Crier print dead-
line). Los Gatos is the No. 3
seed and hosts Vacaville 5 p.m.
Tuesday (after the Town Crier
print deadline).

L

Prep Sports
Summary

Wrestling

The Mountain View wres-
tling team finished ninth
out of 92 schools at the CCS
Masters Championships in
Watsonville. For the boys,
Justice Commendatore fin-
ished fifth, James Cunning-
ham (sixth) and Chris Green
(sixth). For the girls, Liberty
Evans finished second and
qualified for the state tour-
nament, Kiana Lien finished
third and qualified for state.
Emeline Zuber finished fifth
and Raven Rasmussen sixth.

Boys basketball

The St. Francis boys bas-
ketball team lost 47-44 to
Willow Green in the CCS Di-
vision II title game Saturday.
St. Francis visits Corner-
stone Christian in the CIF
NorCal Division III regional
playoffs 7 p.m. Tuesday.
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Club of Los Altos

PASTA
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FOR VETS
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We support student veterans at Foothill College with

cholarships, housing grants, book vouchers &§ mentoring as
they successfully transition to civilian life.

* Kk ok ok Kk ok ok ok Kk ok k ok k
GRAND OAK ROOM, COMMUNITY CENTER
97 HILLVIEW AVE., LOS ALTOS

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2026
5-9PM

$95 PER PERSON*
CAN’'T MAKE IT? YOUR GIFT STILL HELPS

\‘

Buy tickets and donate
HTTPS://GIVEBUTTER.COM/PASTAFORVETS2026
RSVP by March 20; no walk-ins
* K K

"A % CHICKEN % SALAD % DESSERT % NO-HOST BAR

SILENT AND ONLINE AUCTIONS
l

|
(II *$45 TAX-DEDUCTIBLE Y% NONPROFIT TAX ID 94-2575930
l

N This ad space brought to you through the generosity of Kathy Bridgman

ATHY BRIDGMAN 6508687677 | kathy@kathybridgman.com | www.kathybridgman.com
! BROKER ASSOCIATE © License # 01189798 f ©@kathybridgmanrealestate
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Durango Jailbreak earns
top performer status

By Mike Hagerty

s you may have read, there has
Abeen a hiccup in the smooth tran-

sition from fossil fuels to electric
vehicles. The cancellation of federal tax
credits and the move to reduce Corpo-
rate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE)
standards remove incentives for manufac-
turers to make and drivers to buy zero-
emission vehicles.

Dodge was among the automakers
trying to convince its clientele to convert,
introducing its new Charger sedan and
coupe as an electric vehicle. The backlash
from said customers, who have been
described to me by a representative of the
company as “traditionalists,” was fierce,
forcing Dodge to start offering that new
car designed for the EV age with as many
gasoline-powered twin-turbo six-cylin-
ders as the factory could crank out.

Y’see, Dodge has stayed alive 26 years
into the new millennium by being the

bad boys of the car world. Without the re-
sources of Ford, much less GM or Toyota,
Dodge has kept older designs relevant and
profitable by shoving big engines under
the hood and then watching customers
arrive at the dealership with substantial
amounts of cash or financing and leave
with a smile in a cloud of tire smoke.

Maybe the best illustration of the
Dodge approach is the 2026 Dodge Du-
rango SRT Hellcat Jailbreak.

Yes, “Hellcat.”

And yes, “Jailbreak.”

The Dodge Durango is a family SUV
that has been around for 28 years. This

Dealing with oil leaks

Auto Review

generation, its third, is in its 16th model
year, having been introduced in 2011. But
even in its mildest trim levels, it leans into
a performance image.

The base model is the Durango GT,
and the V6 engine makes 295 horsepower.

And, without options, you can get one for |

under $40,000. Those and the one-step-

up GT Hemi V8 are powerful enough that

the California Highway Patrol has bought
100 of them, painted in subtle colors, to
blend in with traffic and catch speeders.

There are five more rungs on the Du-
rango performance ladder, and the top is
the Durango SRT Hellcat Jailbreak. The
cost is more than double that of the base
Durango GT, but then so is the muscle.
Under the hood is a 6.2-liter supercharged
Hemi V8 that makes 710 horsepower.

Seven. Hundred. And. Ten.

Zero to 60 happens in 3.5 seconds. In
adragrace, it’ll do the quarter-mile in 12
seconds.

It is the fastest gasoline-powered SUV
in America.

For its base price of $79,995 ($81,990
including destination), Dodge did way
more than stuff a big engine under the
hood. The Durango SRT Hellcat Jailbreak
has all-wheel drive standard, along with
an eight-speed automatic transmission.
Brembo brakes with two-piece front ro-
tors, four-wheel traction control, an elec-
tronic limited-slip differential rear axle,

a competition suspension, high-perfor-

By Matt Pataky

o of our long-time
customers brought in
their 2005 Acura MDX

because it had an engine oil leak

Matt the
Mechanic

MIKE HAGERTY/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

The 2026 Dodge Durango SRT Hellcat Jailbreak.

mance exhaust and performance-tuned
steering all help keep that power under
control. Should I mention it also gets a
special 200-mile-per-hour speedometer?
(The vehicle is electronically limited to
180.) There are also non-performance
standard equipment items we should
mention - a nine-speaker Alpine audio
system with amplifier and subwoofer
with wireless Apple CarPlay, wireless
Android Auto, and a basic suite of active
safety features.

The test vehicle also had a substantial
list of extra-cost options: Green Ma-
chine paint ($595), Customer Preferred
Package 2XM - the Jailbreak badge
and forged carbon fiber interior accents
($995), a trailer towing group ($1,195),
the Premium Group - premium door
trim panels, “Supercharged” sill plates,
advanced braking assist, an upgraded
19-speaker, 825-watt Harman Kardon
audio system with subwoofer, a premium
instrument panel, enhanced lane-depar-
ture warning, automatic high beams,

full-speed forward-collision warning plus
and adaptive cruise control with stop
($1,995), sepia-colored seat belts ($495),
a suede headliner ($495), sepia-colored
seats ($2,995), a power sunroof ($1,495),
orange SRT Hellcat fender badges ($595),
low-gloss gunmetal dual stripes ($1,495),
black exhaust tips ($195), a leather and
suede-wrapped steering wheel ($495)
20-inch “Lights Out” aluminum wheels
($1,295) and orange brake calipers ($595).

All told, the as-tested price is $96,920.

For such a fearsome beast, it’s actually
quite civilized to drive around town. The
always-present rumble of the V8 is there
to let you know it’s ready, but you can use
itas a regular family SUV.

The magic that can’t be worked is
with the fuel consumption. The EPA fuel
economy estimate is 12 city/17 highway.
As they say in the ads, your mileage may
vary and mine did. Driving it very gently,
at legal city street and freeway speeds for

See DURANGO, Page 22

DEPENDABILITY, 58 YEARS IN THE MAKING

SUNNYVALE

on the right side. We lifted the
car and checked for the leak and
found that the engine oil pump
was leaking, Unfortunately, this oil
pump sits behind the timing belt
and on top of the engine oil pan.
The timing belt and oil pan have
to be removed to perform the job
properly.

Side note: If you own a 2003
to 2018 Honda or Acura with a
3.5-liter timing belt motor, the
engine oil pump should always
be checked for an engine oil

leak before performing a tim-
ing belt.

We performed the engine oil
pump, timing belt and engine oil
pan reseal. The customers picked
up the car and left for their trip.
During the trip, they drove 850
miles without any drivability
problems. Halfway through the
trip, they stopped to refuel. After
refueling, they noticed that the
check engine light was on.

See MECHANIC, Page 22

FOREIGN

CAR SERVICE
SPECIALIZING IN MINIs & BMWs

15 PIONEER WAY
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA

(On the corner of Pioneer & Evelyn)
Los Altos Town Crier’s

650-960-6988 » SUNNYVALEFOREIGNCAR.COM

BMW | AUDI

Matt the Mechanic
Columnist for the

SUBARU | TOYOTA | LEXUS | MAZDA | ACURA | HONDA | VW | MINI
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e Porsche

e BMW

e Audi

* Volkswagen
e Mini

GERMAN CAR SPECIALISTS

309 FIRST STREET
Los ALTOS
650.941.4331
WWW.RW-INC.COM

e Mercedes Benz

SERWVICE YOU CAR TRLIST SIMNCE 1963

NOT JUST AUTO REPAIR
BUT AUTO CARE

“Excellent service. Very attentive in getting me in and out, and made two
recommendations that saved me money versus other advice I'd been
given. Highly recommended.” J.G

Schedule your appointment by calling us today:

650-961-0302
Open Monday-Friday 8 am-5:30 pm

? 2037 Old Middlefield Way
1 Mountain View
Hmssomacew] WWW.deansautomotive.com

R SERVICE

On the Move

DURANGO

From Page 21

20 miles before doing the pho-
tography, I got 8.8 miles per gal-
lon. That means I used two-and-
a-quarter gallons of premium
fuel to do that 20 miles worth of
everyday driving,

Ouch.

The window sticker warns
you up front — the Durango
SRT Hellcat Jailbreak AWD will
cost $15,500 more in fuel over
five years than the average new
vehicle. It also shows the lowest
possible fuel economy, green-
house gas and smog ratings pos-
sible — a one on a scale of one to
10.

There are electric vehicles
that can beat the Durango SRT
Hellcat Jailbreak to 60 and in
the quarter-mile without using
a drop of gasoline and without
putting a particle of tailpipe pol-
lution in the air. EVs that won’t
cost $15,500 more than the
average car in fuel costs alone.

For now, and for the fore-
seeable future, though, they’ll
have to co-exist with fossil fuel
hot rods like the Durango SRT
Hellcat Jailbreak, and we’ll have
to mull the irony of dinosaurs
that run on dead dinosaurs still
roaming the earth.

Mike Hagerty, past vice
president of membership for
Western Automotive Jour-
nalists (waj.org), has been
writing about cars since 1997.
Read more of his reviews at
MikeHagertyCars.com.

MECHANIC

From Page 21

Halfway home, the check engine
light turned off. Upon returning,
the husband pulled a code with
their generic scan tool. The code
was a P0706 transmission range
switch signal performance. The
moment he told me the code, it
piqued my interest. This code was
highly unusual for an Acura.

The primary purpose of the
transmission range position switch
is to communicate to the engine
control module the position of the
transmission shifter. Technically,
itis a safety device, so the engine
cannot be started with the trans-
mission in drive or reverse. The
switch also illuminates the selector
lightsin the instrument cluster
(P,R,N,D,1,2,3). The switch also
commands the backup lights.
Once the car was in the shop,
we connected our scan tool and
pulled the same code. We then dis-
connected the switch and tested
the connector. The connector on
the car side checked out OK. We
then started testing the switch. We
found that one of the pins had ex-
tremely high resistance. We knew
we had to change the switch.

You might wonder why I'm
writing an article that starts off
with an oil leak, then an oil pump
repair and then a check engine
light. The reason is the failure of
this range switch was so rare I
thought it was going to be an on-
board diagnostic (OBD) mistake.
Also, because after 36 years of
working on Acuras, I had never

replaced a range switch on an
MDX. I thought for sure it was go-
ing to be something strange, like
rodent damage or water intrusion.
The other interesting thing was
that the range switch was nowhere
to be found. Acura has the range
switch on back order with no
estimated time of arrival. When1
called my local Acura dealer, they
stated that they had zero history
of ever selling the part. After that,
T'had my local Acura dealership
check the inventory in all other
Acura dealerships in the U.S. The
locator showed only two. After
contacting the first dealership, I
was informed that the inventory
was incorrect, and they did not
have one. Luckily, the last dealer-
ship I called had one in stock. The
only one in North America. We
ordered the part and got ready to
install it.

Before installing it, we did a
side-by-side test of the old switch
and the new switch just to double-
check our diagnostic. The side-by-
side check confirmed our diagno-
sis was correct. We replaced the
part, performed the adjustments
and test drove the car. In the end,
the range switch was not causing
the car to have any driveability
problems and had nothing to do
with any of the previous work. Yet
ifleft alone, it may have eventually
caused a shifting problem or may
have caused the car not to start.

Matt Pataky owns Sunnyvale
Foreign Car Service, 15 Pioneer
Way, Mountain View. For more
information, call (650) 960- 6988
or email sfcsmv@gmail.com.

Hello,

neighbor!

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I'm looking forward to serving
your needs for insurance and
financial services.

Like a good neighbor,

GOLD STAR SERVICE IS OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU TO PROVIDE

TIMELY & CONSISTENT AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES WITH INTEGRITY,
QUALITY & VALUE. FOR OVER 38 YEARS, WE ENSURE THAT EACH
& EVERY CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE IS THE HIGHEST STANDARD OF

CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE & SATISFACTION. YOU DRIVE THE BEST

& YOU SHOULD EXPECT THE BEST SERVICE.

We offer the following services:

COMPLETE MAINTENANCE & REPAIR: All European, Asian
& Domestic Vehicles

VALET SERVICE: Local pick up and drop off

CONVENIENT EARLY BIRD/NIGHT OWL DROPOFF:
Forms and key drops for our customers

CHECK OUT: We can take payments over the phone,

State Farm is there.’

caring, love our neighborhood place! CALL ME TODAY.

Thank you for helping us!”
— M. Hardy % % % % %

ALLIED AUTO WORKS

W

www.alliedautoworks.com

2073 Grant Road Los Altos, CA 94024
Monday to Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm

$25 off REPAIR!

$25 off any service $150 or more. One Special per visit.
Not valid with other offer or special.
Special must be presented in advance.
Some limitations may apply.

Dwight Matthews, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0810205
1564 Miramonte Avenue
Los Altos, CA 94024

Bus: 650-948-8164
Mon-Fri 9:00am to 5:00pm
After Hours by Appointment
Weekends by Appointment

o StateFarm”

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

remote pay, and email you a copy of your receipt for a
zero contact pick up.

......................................................................... .

CALL US OR BOOK ONLINE TO

Expires in 30 days
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Take on bhusy spring schedules with simple, healthy howls

Feature Impact

en jam-packed cal-
endars and  seemingly
constant takeout orders get

you down, diving into a fresh way to
rethink homecooked meals can get you
and your loved ones into a better-for-
you routine.

Close your favorite food delivery
app and instead break out the bowls
for simple yet nutritious recipes that
are equal parts filling and fresh.
Easily prepped ahead of time, dish-
es like chicken and rice bowls with
peanut sauce provide powerful
protein and flavor without the has-
sle. For added pizzazz, drizzle with
extra peanut sauce and squeeze a dash
of lime juice.

Or put a tangy twist on a traditional
chicken bowl with these Greek-in-
spired power bowls featuring home-
made tzatziki made with Dandy celery,
a naturally sweeter, crispier and less
stringy alternative to other celeries.
Celebrating its 100th anniversary, it de-
livers the ultimate snack time (or din-
ner) crunch and flavor, offering a sat-
isfying complement to sliced chicken,
mixed greens, whole-grain quinoa and
Kalamata olives.

An added bowl-inspired bonus:
These family-friendly recipes can be
personalized for taste preferences so no
one goes hungry.

Rethink your family’s menu with
more quick, nutritious recipes to alle-
viate the stress of hectic schedules by
visiting DudaFresh.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF FEATURE IMPACT

Make a savory chicken and rice bowl with carrots, peanuts and cucumbers this spring.

Chicken and rice bowls
with peanut sauce

Recipe courtesy of The Produce
Moms.

Prep time: 7 minutes

Cook time: 5 minutes

Servings: 2
Creamy peanut sauce:
o« 11/2 tablespoons soy sauce

« 1 tablespoon freshly squeezed lime
juice

2 teaspoons rice vinegar

1 teaspoon honey

1/4 cup creamy peanut butter

1 tablespoon toasted sesame oil

Bowls:

« 1 tablespoon olive oil

e 1 cup cooked, shredded chicken

o 1 cup cooked brown or jasmine rice

o 1 cup Dandy celery, julienned

e 1 cup shredded carrot

e 1/2 medium English cucumber,
thinly sliced

e 1/4 cup unsalted roasted peanuts,
coarsely chopped

o lime wedges, for serving

To prepare peanut sauce: In small
bowl, whisk soy sauce, lime juice, rice
vinegar and honey. Add peanut but-
ter and sesame oil. Whisk vigorously
until sauce is completely smooth and
creamy. Set aside.

To prepare bowls: In nonstick 12-
inch skillet over medium-high heat,
heat olive oil until simmering. Add
shredded chicken and about 3 table-
spoons peanut sauce. Stir constantly to
coat chicken and heat through, about
3 minutes. Remove from heat and set
aside.

To assemble rice bowls: In deep
serving bowls, add cooked rice. Top
with warm chicken covered in peanut
sauce. Arrange celery, carrot and cu-
cumber around chicken. Top with pea-
nuts.

Drizzle remaining peanut sauce
over bowls. Serve with lime wedges to
squeeze over bowls.

Greek-inspired power
bowls

Recipe courtesy of Anastasiia de la
Cruz.

Prep time: 20 minutes

Cook time: 15 minutes

Servings: 2

Celery tzatziki:

1 cup plain, full-fat Greek yogurt

1/2 cup finely chopped Dandy celery

1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil

1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice

1 small garlic clove, finely grated

2 tablespoons chopped walnuts (op-
tional)

o salt, to taste

» pepper, to taste

Bowls:

o 2 cups mixed greens

See BOWLS, Page 24

What's the password? Speakeasy opens along State Street

By Maria Crowder

Town Crier Food Critic

he Grotto (also listed
as The Grotto Speak-
easy) is an intimate

downtown Los Altos bar
and cocktail lounge nestled

you can not just wander
downstairs.

The Grotto leans fully
into the speakeasy aesthetic:
Expect dim lighting,

exposed brick, jazz-inspired
artwork, and a relaxed yet
elevated ambience

with seating for roughly 30
guests; the space feels exclu-
sive and intimate. You’ll find
booths, bar seating and small
cocktail tables.

The bar itself? Stunning. A
true focal point.

However - and here’s the

underneath restaurant Ce- _ F honest take — the rest

trella, and it’s per- . Ao . mmmse— oOf the space didn’t

fect for drinks and e N SE e uite live up to that
: - g o AN p

small bites. ® oy A S cozy, tucked-away

There are a few
things that you need

T y .
’J?‘ ?,f -
to know before heading L o

downstairs. You must make ‘

reservations; they do not
accept walk-ins. You will
be escorted down- b

=

stairs by Cetrella staff;

S— B

L = M < "%"'ﬁn
=, £ = )

= —

fantasy. Some of the
tables and chairs gave
more “local college-town
bar on The Hill in Boulder”
than polished underground
lounge. It’s intimate, yes.
Ultra-luxe cozy? Not
" quite.

The curated cocktail gets
my praise, with custom cre-
ations and playful names in-
spired by art themes. The
Grotto has hand-crafted stand-
out drinks and experienced
bartenders. A selection of nice
French and Californian wines
by glass or bottle and bottled
beers are available. The small
bite menu features sharable
items like potato croquettes,
duck fat fries and lamb meat-
balls - light but quality pair-
ings to the drinks.

The Grotto is a well-liked
spot in Los Altos for high-
quality craft cocktails in an
intimate, artsy setting, with
service that is attentive and

fun. While the furnishings
didn’t fully match the moody
speakeasy dream, the drinks
and service absolutely carry
the experience.

Attentive, fun and polished
without being stuffy, the staff
enhances the experience rath-
er than overpowering it — al-
ways a good sign in a cocktail-
focused space.

It’s not a dining destina-
tion - but a perfect date-night,
after-work or small-group
cocktail hideaway. I can’t wait
to grab some friends again and
enjoy the Grotto vibe.

The Grottois located at 160
State St., Los Altos. For reser-
vations, visit cetrella.com.
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COTELETTES D'AGNEAU AU
JUS ES AUX HERBES DE
PROVENCE

ENJOY A COMPLIMENTARY GLASS
OF HOUSE WINE WITH THIS DISH

FRENCH RESTAURANT SINCE 1989

RESERVATIONS
(650) 964-3321

TUES-SAT 5:00PM - 9:00PM

1405 W. EL CAMINO REAL,
MOUNTAIN VIEW

BOWLS

From Page 23

e 11/3
gluten-free,
quinoa
large grilled chicken
breasts (about 6 ounces
each), sliced
1/2 cup hummus
e 1/4 cup Kalamata olives,
halved
o 1 tablespoon extra-virgin
olive oil, for drizzling
o fresh herbs, for garnish
To make celery tzatziki:
Mix yogurt, celery, olive oil,
lemon juice, garlic and wal-

cups cooked,
whole-grain

« 2

LIVE PIANO MUSIC ITALIAN NIGHTS
Featuring Nancy Lane Featuring Benito Rossetti
March 16™ and his accordion

March 13" & 27™

Full-service bar, indoor & outdoor dining, private events

LUNCH
MON, WED-FRI 11AM -2PM
SUNDAY 12PM - 3PM

CAFEVITALE.COM
650-559-1500 | 987 FREMONT AVE, LOS ALTOS

DINNER
MON - FRI 5PM - 9PM
SAT & SUN 4PM - 9PM

FULL SERVICE
DELI

Do you need to
have a Legal or
Public Notice
published?

Then look no further than the Los Altos Town Crier.

The Town Crier’s unmatched service can take
care of your Fictitious Business Name Statement,
Notice of Probate, Name Change and much more.

For more information,
contact Melissa at

(650) 397-5208,
or email:
legals@latc.com

#" instacart
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~ Fémily owned since 1976 ~

(408) 212-4928

1356 S. Mary Avenue, Sunnyvale

= DOORDASH

PHOTO COURTESY OF FEATURE IMPACT

A Greek-inspired chicken bowl brings fresh flavors in the spring months.

nuts, if desired. Season with
salt and pepper, to taste. Stir
well. Chill.

To assemble bowls: In

two bowls, layer greens and
cooked quinoa evenly. Top
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with grilled chicken.

Spoon 1/4 cup hummus on
side of each bowl. Add olives,
2-3 tablespoons tzatziki and
drizzle with olive oil.

Sprinkle with fresh herbs.
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Flavors of Kathmandu come to downtown Los Altos

By Julia Baum
Staff Writer/juliab@latc.com

owntown Los Altos has a
Dnew addition - and a first: a

Nepalese restaurant opened
on Valentine’s Day by a husband-
and-wife team that launched their
first location just weeks before
COVID-19 shutdowns.

Kathmandu Cuisine opened its second
location on Valentine’s Day in a space on
First Street formerly occupied by a Pe-
ruvian restaurant, bringing handmade
momos, curries and other Indo-Chinese
dishes to the city’s downtown core. San-
tosh and Mameeta Giri opened their first
restaurant in Milpitas in early 2020, less
than three weeks before pandemic re-
strictions upended the industry.

“We survived because of the commu-
nity,” said Mameeta, noting the restau-
rant did not qualify for federal Paycheck
Protection Program loans because it was
new, but received support from local cus-
tomers and a city grant. “COVID taught
us to be resilient.”

The couple met while attending college
in Kathmandu, where they later married.
They will celebrate their 25th anniversary
this summer. Both practiced law in Ne-
pal before moving to California in 2005,
where they worked as paralegals prior to
pursuing their passion for cooking. Nep-
alese cuisine, sometimes called Indo-
Chinese, blends flavors from India, China
and the Himalayan region. The Giris em-
phasize fresh, whole herbs and spices -
including cloves, cardamom, cinnamon,
ginger and garlic - which they roast and
grind themselves. They also use turmeric
and a touch of Sichuan pepper, keeping
heat levels mild. Santosh said the herbal
profile and warming spices reflect Nepal’s
mountain climate - nourishing and keep-
ing people warm.

The menu highlights the family’s sig-
nature momos, hand-crafted dumplings
culturally linked to Tibetan and Chinese

MAXASMAR/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN
From left, Kahtmandu Cuisine owners Mameeta and Santosh Giri, met in Nepal.

traditions. “The momo is not fast food;
ours are handmade,” Mameeta said. Cur-
ries, meanwhile, draw on Indian flavors,
creating a distinctive hybrid that reflects
Nepal’s history as a crossroads between
the two countries.

Santosh described Nepal as “a small,
tiny pebble between two giant boulders.
We have been a trade route between these
two nations, so that’s where Indian spices
find their way to China, through Nepal.
And Chinese food and culture find their
way into India through Nepal ... and that
kind of gives us this blend.”

While the Milpitas restaurant caters
to a younger, late-night crowd - with red
walls, Tibetan prayer flags, and concert
posters evoking Kathmandu’s bustling
Thamel district - the Los Altos loca-
tion was designed for a different vibe.
Light-colored walls, hanging flowers and
subtle Himalayan touches give the space
a soothing atmosphere. Diners will still
spot prayer flags, but it is “more calm,
more quiet, more peaceful, more relax-
ing,” Mameeta said.

Their son and daughter, both college-
aged, help out at the restaurants as time
permits, creating a tag-team system
across the two cities. On most days, San-
tosh and his daughter manage the Los Al-
tos location, while Mameeta and their son
oversee operations in Milpitas. The family
said that hands-on management is central
to their identity as an independent busi-
ness.

“What we’ve learned over the years is
that a restaurant is all about community
and family,” Santosh said. “We want to
keep that spirit alive rather than relying
on hired professionals, hired workers,
because we really want to connect with
the community and we want to learn the
community’s stories, we want to share
our stories with the community.”

Kathmandu Cuisine is located at 376
First St., Los Altos. For more informa-
tion, visit ktmcuisinelosaltos.com.

Kathmandu Cuisine opened in Los Altos Feb. 14.

KATHMANDU 8
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2698 LA CRESTA DRIVE

LOS ALTOS HILLS, CA 94022
$7,501,000 | 5 BEDS | 4 BATHS

130 EASY STREET

MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94043
$1,580,000 | 2 BEDS | 2.5 BATHS

RECENTLY SOLD LISTINGS
SOLD STM OVER LIST PRICE!

Sl

e

LYNN NORTH

L.NORTH@THEAGENCYRE.COM
650.703.6437

LIC. #01490039

LynnNorth.com

SOLD 1.6M OVER LIST PRICE!

LOS ALTOS, CA 94022
$5,900,000 | 3 BEDS | 2 BATHS

193 ALVARADO AVENUE
$4,200,000 || 3 BEDS | 2 BATHS

[71]

THEAGENCY
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28100 RADCLIFFE LANE

Odeleon LOS ALTOS HILLS

REALTYPLATINUM

LOS ALTOS HILLS LIVING WITH PALO ALTO SCHOOLS

Set on more than 1.4 acres in the natural beauty of Los Altos Hills, this bright and spacious California ranch home offers nearly
4,400 square feet of total living space, including a 1-bedroom pool house, surrounded by privacy and tranquil, park-like grounds.
Engineered hardwood floors and tremendous natural light enhance the airy interiors, while a traditional floorplan provides expansive
formal rooms ideal for entertaining, a granite-appointed kitchen with appliances from Thermador and Miele, and a walk-out family
room with a fireplace for relaxed everyday living. Four bedrooms in the main home are highlighted by an expansive primary suite
designed for comfort and retreat. Outdoors, a fire pit patio greets you near the front door, while the backyard unfolds with a sparkling
pool heated by solar, a built-in grill, ample patio and lawn space, and the well-appointed pool house. Additional features include air
conditioning and a newly epoxied 2-car garage. Enjoy a location close to scenic preserves and trails that feels peacefully removed,
yet remains just minutes from Palo Alto, Stanford University, downtown Los Altos, and exceptional shopping and dining, plus access
to acclaimed Palo Alto schools including Nixon Elementary, Fletcher Middle, and Gunn High (buyer to verify eligibility).

OPEN HOUSE Notice to Buyers:

SAT & SUN 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Although a good buyer’s agent can add significant insight and

value, you are not required to use one to purchase a Deleon
. listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please
281 OORadChffe.COm contact the DelLeon Buyer's Team at 650.531.5279 and we will
Offered at $5,488,000 waive 100% of the buyer’s-side commission.

Listed by Michael Repka and Alexander Lewickiof the DeLeon Team

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | Alexander Lewicki, DRE #02189814 | Call Us Today! 650.900.7000
Managing Broker: Ken DelLeon, DRE #01342140 | DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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1765 FALLEN LEAF LANE
LOS ALTOS

deleon

REALTY

Bright and spacious, this South Los Altos home welcomes you with charming curb appeal and a paver path through a well-manicured front
yard. The thoroughly updated, two-level interior features fresh paint, new engineered hardwood floors, and a modern kitchen with new
quartz countertops and appliances. Enjoy a traditional floorplan with a living room and fireplace, a dining room, and a large family room
with outdoor access. Five bedrooms provide flexible space for family, work, or guests, each designed to maximize comfort and natural light.
Step outside to a peaceful backyard complete with a deck, pergola patio, and lush lawn, perfect for entertaining or relaxing. Ideally located
within walking distance of Grant Park, close to convenient shopping, a short drive from downtown Los Altos, and with easy access to major
commute routes. The home is served by acclaimed schools including Montclaire Elementary, Cupertino Middle, and Homestead High (buyer
to verify eligibility).

OPEN HOUSE Notice to Buyers:

SAT & SUN 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Although a good buyer’s agent can add significant insight and

value, you are not required to use one to purchase a DelLeon
listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please
1765FallenLeaf.com contact the DelLeon Buyer's Team at 650.531.5279 and we will
Listed at $3,988,000 waive 100% of the buyer’s-side commission.

Listed by Michael Repka and Alexander Lewicki of the DeLeon Team

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | Alexander Lewicki, DRE #02189814 | Call Us Today! 650.900.7000
DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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2134 CLAYTON DRIVE ]‘ *$7,988.000 | 4 Bd | 4 Bth

1765 FALLEN LEAF LANE $3,988,000 | 5 Bd | 3 Bth

MENLO PARK 2134Clayton.com LOS ALTOS 1765FallenLeaf.com

28100 RADCLIFFE LANE $5,488,000 | 5 Bd | 4.5 Bth 11722 PUTTER WAY #$3,200,000 | 3 Bd
LOS ALTOS HILLS 28100Radcliffe.com LOS ALTOS 11722Putter.com

REAL ESTATE SEMINAR

Who's Paying What? An Update on Commissions in the Post-Settlement World

Who's paying what in today’s real estate market? With major industry changes reshaping how commissions are
structured and negotiated, clarity matters more than ever.

Join us on Wednesday, March 4 in Los Altos for an important seller-focused seminar led by Alexander Lewicki,
Director of Listings at DeLeon Realty and Los Altos listing specialist. Alexander will break down what the post-
settlement landscape means for homeowners, how compensation is being handled today, and what strategies sellers
should consider to protect their bottom line.

Seats are limited, so sign up today!

Wednesday, March 4, 2026 6:30 - 8:00 PM
followed by Q & A

Los Altos Community Center

alexander@deleonrealty.com 97 Hillview Avenue, Los Altos, CA 94022

Scan the QR or email us at 9

Don’t Overpay to Sell your Home Call Us Today!
List with Us for 3% Total commission  650.900.7000

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 | Francis Lopez, DRE #02119541 | Alexander Lewicki, DRE #02189814

Managing Broker: Ken DeLeon, DRE #01342140 | DeLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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REAL ESTATE SEMINAR

Who's Paying What? An Update on Commissions in

the Post-Settlement World

Who's paying what in today’s real estate market? With major industry changes reshaping how commissions are
structured and negotiated, clarity matters more than ever.

Join us on Wednesday, March 4 in Los Altos for an important seller-focused seminar led by Alexander Lewicki,
Director of Listings at DelLeon Realty and Los Altos listing specialist. Alexander will break down what the post-
settlement landscape means for homeowners, how compensation is being handled today, and what strategies
sellers should consider to protect their bottom line.

Seats are limited, so sign up today!

Wednesday, March 4, 2026
Seminar: 6:30 - 8:00 PM
followed by Q & A

Los Altos Community Center Reserve Your Spot Today!
97 Hillview Avenue

Los Altos, CA 94022 Scan the QR or email us at
alexander@deleonrealty.com

Alexander Lewicki, DRE #02189814 | 650.847.7407 | alexander@deleonrealty.com
Managing Broker: Ken DeLeon, DRE #01342140 | DeLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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Closed Doors May
Cost You More

Don’t Trust a Brokerage That |

Prioritizes Commission Over Clients A OUR BUYERS ONLY!

(OTHERS EXCLUDED)

Some brokerages pressure sellers to keep
listings hidden from buyers who are not
represented by that same brokerage on

the buy side. While this “office exclusive”
approach can dramatically increase the
brokerage’s chances of collecting both sides
of the commission, it often comes at the
seller's expense — reducing exposure, limiting
competition, and ultimately lowering the final
sales price.

Deleon Realty welcomes competition from all
buyers, irrespective of their choice of agent.
And if a buyer isn't represented, Ken DelLeon’s
Buyer’s Team will represent them on our
listings — at no cost to either the buyer or the
seller. Simply put, we always put our clients’
interests first.

Court Ruling Fails to Halt
Commission Collusion and
Price Fixing in Real Estate -
The Deleon Insight

(May 2025)

Off Market Listings

i — A Hidden Sale or a
Discriminatory Practice? -
The Deleon Insight

(May 2025)

"Private,” or "Exclusive”
a.k.a. Hidden Listings -
The Deleon Insight

(July 2025)

CONTACT US TODAY

Alexander Lewick (DRE #02189814) 650.847.7407

As prominent members of the real estate community, we respect all pre-existing listing agreements and buyer representation agreements. If your home
is currently under a listing contract, please do not construe this publication as a solicitation for that listing.

Managing Broker: Ken DelLeon | DRE #01342140

DelLeonRealty.com | DeLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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New Contemporary Masterpiece in Prestigious
Country Club Neighborhood | 2 Bedroom ADU

Main House | 5 Beds, 5.5 Baths, 1 Office,
+/- 4,131 SF

ADU | 2 Beds, 1 Bath, +/- 800 SF

Total Living Area | +/- 4,931 SF

Lot | +/- 20,945 SF

Contact Julie for more details and schedule a private tour

Julie Tsai Law

Broker Associate, CRS, SRES, MBA
650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
julietsailaw.com

DRE #01339682

RealTrends/Wall Street Journal
Top Agent/Top Small Team, 2011-2025

" 601 Joandra Ct Los Altos

List Price: $8,680,000

Balancing understated sophistication and artistic
vibrance, this bi-level custom estate occupies an exclusive
cul-de-sac in the sought-after Country Club
neighborhood. Completed in February 2026, the
residence reveals sky-lit interiors bathed in natural light
and designed to embrace indoor-outdoor living.
Highlights include a master chef’s kitchen, formal and
informal living areas, a ground-level office and bedroom
suite, and a spectacular primary retreat. Grounds of nearly
0.5 acre are newly landscaped and fenced, offering a
detached ADU with full kitchen and two bedrooms. Just
one block over from the Los Altos Golf & Country Club.

JULIE

TSAI LAW

REALTY GROUP

COMPASS

Leading 100 in the Bay Area Serving the
Bay Area since 2002
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An Entertainer’s Estate of Remarkable Scale

253 Fremont Avenue, Los Altos

« Designed for entertaining on a grand
scale indoors and out

* Resort-like grounds of approximately
0.86 acres (not verified by Compass)

« Main home with 4 bedrooms, office,
4 full baths, and 2 half-baths

» Detached two-story 1-bedroom, 2-bath
ADU/guesthouse with full kitchen

+ Approximately 5,562 total square feet of
living space (not verified by Compass)

« Solid three-quarter-inch hickory floors and
custom-made cabinetry throughout

« Extraordinary storage, including all closet
interiors by California Closets

« Formal living room or media room plus
separate office

+ Tremendous great room with gourmet
kitchen, caterer’s kitchen, full entertainment
bar, wine cellar, casual and formal dining
areas, plus family living area

Page 32 | Los Altos Town Crier | March 4, 2026
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Kathy
Bridgman’s

NEW LISTING
OF THE WEEK

* Main-level primary suite with exceptional
closet room and en suite bath

» Three en suite bedrooms upstairs, each
with walk-in closet, plus lounge area

« Attached 2-car garage with 2 EV
chargers and large adjoining laundry
room

« Two electronically gated driveways with
abundant off-street parking

+ 52 energy-producing solar panels ATHY BRIDGMAN
#1 Individual Agent

Los Altos &
Los Altos Hills, 2025

The Results Are In...
No other individual agent

« Pool and spa, waterfall, sport court,
spacious heated loggia, vast decks,
one with fire pit, sweeping stone terraces
and lawn, gazebo, and many fruit trees
* Less than one mile to the Los Altos
Village
9 39
 Excellent Los Altos schools

Price upon request

253Fremont.com S
g Work with the
3y RS best in 2026!
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: S o >
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o
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8

650.868.7677
License #01189798
kathy@kathybridgman.com
kathybridgman.com

sells more LA/LAH homes.

Per MLS reported number of sales for LA/LAH. 2025

COMPASS



. Kathy
i Bridgman’s

NEW LISTING
OF THE WEEK

Whole-Home Designer Transformation on 1.5 Acres
26201 Dori Lane, Los Altos Hills

» Whole-home renovation inside and out « Tremendous kitchen and family room

+ Sweeping vistas across the western hills combination

- Approximately 1.5 acres (not verified « Privately located bedroom suite ideal
by Compass) for guests

« 4 bedrooms and 4.5 baths on one « Luxurious primary suite with en suite
convenient level bath and couture closets, all designed

f f I
+ Approximately 4,410 square feet or separate use for two people

(not verified by Compass) + Two additional bedroom suites, each one

« Bonus junior ADU with 1 bath and kitchen with a western hill view

« Fully enclosed entertainment cabana ) ;
with barbecue and sink + Beautifully landscaped grounds with

custom water falls at the front and rear

 Attached 2-car garage with epoxy floor

+ Beautiful white oak floors and designer ) ]
lighting throughout + Just 1.5 miles to the Los Altos Village

« Formal living and dining rooms, plus * Excellent Los Altos schools ATHY BRIDGMAN
customized wine cellar .y BROKER ASSOCIATE

Price upon request | 26201Dori.com

#1 Individual Agent
Los Altos &
Los Altos Hills, 2025

39
The Results Are In...
No other individual agent
s sells more LA/LAH homes.
O
g Work with the
RS best in 2026!
o
Zz
= 22
X
12
8
#1 #2 #3 #4
Per MLS reported number of sales for LA/LAH. 2025
650.868.7677 COMPASS
License #01189798

kathy@kathybridgman.com
kathybridgman.com
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Public Notices

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
ILANA LEV
CASE NO. 25PR200661

To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may other-
wise be interested in the WILL
or estate, or both of llana Lev.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by RACHEL CORN
in the Superior Court of Cali-
fornia, County of SANTA CLARA.
THE PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE requests that RACHEL
CORN be appointed as per-
sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration of
Estates Act . (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions,
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
03/26/2026 at 9:00AM in Dept.
2 located at 191 NORTH FIRST
ST., SAN JOSE, CA 95113
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by
the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California Pro-
bate Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
Petitioner
501 San Felicia Way
Los Altos, CA 94022
(617) 519-8363
(03-04,11,18-26)

050-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
PETITION OF JEANNE FUERTES
ARANETA
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
26CV486903

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
1. Petitioner: Jeanne Fuertes Araneta
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:

Present Name:
a. Jeanne Fuertes Araneta

Proposed Name:
a. Jeanne Araneta Ramirez

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for change
of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name
changes described above must file
a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING 05/26/2026
at 8:45 a.m. Room: Probate
(b) The address of the
court is: 191 North First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this
county: Los Altos Town Crier
Date: 02/24/2026
/s/ Charles Adams
Judge of the Superior Court
(03-04,11,18,25-26)

049-T

CONFLICT RELIEF COACHING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723708

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: CON-
FLICT RELIEF COACHING, 420
View St, Mountain View, CA,
94041, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): Mia Whitfield, 420 View
St, Mountain View, CA 94041.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/06/2026.
/S/ Mia Whitfield /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 02/10/2026.
(03-04,11,18,25-26)

048-T

CALMIFY COLLECTIVE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723980

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: CALMIFY COLLECTIVE,
PO Box 1440, Los Altos, CA,
94023, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence address of
the registrant(s) is (are): Kelsea Ellis,
PO Box 1440, Los Altos, CA 94023.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/181 Kelsea Ellis /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 02/19/2026.
(03-04,11,18,25-26)

047-T
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STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME

The following person(s) /
registrant(s) has/have aban-
doned the use of the ficti-
tious business name(s).
The information given below is as
it appeared on the fictitious busi-
ness name statement that was
filed at the County Clerk's office.
CANDY4GOOD, 514 Torwood
Lane, Los Altos, CA 94022
Filed in Santa Clara Coun-
ty on: 02/09/2026 Under
File No. FBN710126
Full Name of Registrant(s): Sa-
mantha Sayar, 514 Torwood
Lane, Los Altos, CA 94022
This business was con-
ducted by: an individual
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Santa
Clara County on Feb. 13, 2026.
Louis Chiaramonte
County Clerk-Recorder
Santa Clara County
File No. FBN723849
(03-04,11,18,25-26)

046-T

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
STEPHEN WEIR OHLS
CASE NO. 26PR201665

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested
in the WILL or estate, or both of
Stephen Weir Ohls, Steve Ohls.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by JENNIFER FREN-
ZEL in the Superior Court of Cali-
fornia, County of SANTA CLARA.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that ERIC HERSH be appoint-
ed as personal representative to ad-
minister the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration of
Estates Act . (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions,
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
04/10/2026 at 9:01AM in Dept.
7 located at 191 NORTH FIRST
ST., SAN JOSE, CA 95113
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to
you of a notice under section 9052
of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
Peter S. Stern
350 Cambridge Avenue, Suite 130
Palo Alto, CA 94306
(650) 326-2282
(02-25-26,03-04,11-26)

045-T

HENRY CONCRETE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723840

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
HENRY CONCRETE, 1388 Mon-
tecito Avenue, Mountain View,
CA, 94043, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Folau
Vea Kaufusi, 1388 Montecito Av-
enue, Mountain View, CA 94043.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 07/13/2004.
/S/ Folau V. Kaufusi /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 02/13/2026.
(02-25-26,03-04,11,18-26)

044-T

GENERACIONES LANDSCAPING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723217

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: GEN-
ERACIONES LANDSCAPING, 520
Walker Dr Apt 37, Mountain View,
CA, 94043, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Miguel Angel Tapia, 520 Walker Dr
Apt 37, Mountain View, CA 94043.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/28/2026.
/S/ Miguel Angel Tapia /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/28/2026.
(02-25-26,03-04,11,18-26)

043-T

Runbook
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723669

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: Runbook,
13208 McCulloch Ave, Saratoga,
CA, 95070, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Hark Al, Inc., 13208 McCull-
och Ave, Saratoga, CA 95070.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/01/2026.
/181 Obaid Khan /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 02/09/2026.
(02-25-26,03-04,11,18-26)

042-T

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME

The following person(s) /
registrant(s) has/have aban-
doned the use of the ficti-
tious business name(s).
The information given below is as
it appeared on the fictitious busi-
ness name statement that was
filed at the County Clerk's office.
Rediscover Your Home, 15640 Shan-
non Heights, Los Gatos, CA 95032
Filed in Santa Clara Coun-
ty on: 05/02/2024 Under
File No. FBN705716
Full Name of Registrant(s):
Hagit Koren, 15640 Shannon
Heights, Los Gatos, CA 95032
This business was con-
ducted by: an individual
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Santa
Clara County on Jan. 27, 2026.
Louis Chiaramonte
County Clerk-Recorder
Santa Clara County
File No. FBN723175
(02-25-26,03-04,11,18-26)

041-T

RISE WITH ANKA
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723837

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: RISE WITH
ANKA, 5934 Flash Ct, San Jose,
CA, 95119, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): Anna Vasina, 5934
Flash Ct, San Jose, CA 95119.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 12/20/2025.
/81 Anna Vasina /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 02/13/2026.
(02-25-26,03-04,11,18-26)

040-T

ALESSANDRA LANDGRAF
PSYCHOTHERAPY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723812

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: ALESSANDRA LANDGRAF
PSYCHOTHERAPY, 881 Fre-
mont Ave Suite B5, Los Altos,
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Ales-
sandra Landgraf, 881 Fremont Ave
Suite B5, Los Altos, CA 94024.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 02/11/2026.
/S/ Alessandra Landgraf /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 02/12/2026.
(02-25-26,03-04,11,18-26)

039-T

University of East - West
Medicine
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN722878

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: Univer-
sity of East - West Medicine, 595
Lawrence Expressway, Sunnyvale,
CA, 94085, Santa Clara County.

The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
University of Eastern and West-
ern Medicine, 595 Lawrence Ex-
pressway, Sunnyvale, CA 94085.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/01/1998.
/S/ Su Fang Tong /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/20/2026.
(02-25-26,03-04,11,18-26)

038-T

HAIRCRAFT COTTAGE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723686

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: HAIRCRAFT
COTTAGE, 186 Plaza S, Los Altos,
CA, 94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Naomi Marie Blackwood, 186
Plaza S, Los Altos, CA 94022.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 02/09/2026.
/S/ Naomi Marie Blackwood /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 02/10/2026.
(02-18,25-26,03-04,11-26)

036-T

PRECEPI
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723739

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: PRECEPI,
11665 Dawson Drive, Los Altos Hills,
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
LABELOGY INC, 11665 Dawson
Drive, Los Altos Hills, CA 94024.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 02/02/2026.
/S/ Thomas Mei Hwang /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 02/11/2026.
(02-18,25-26,03-04,11-26)

035-T

T.S. No. 117642-CA APN:
148-38-109 NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROP-
ERTY OWNER: YOU ARE IN DE-
FAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST,
DATED 7/29/2016. UNLESS YOU
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAW-
YER On 3/18/2026 at 10:00 AM,
CLEAR RECON CORP, as duly ap-
pointed trustee under and pursuant
to Deed of Trust recorded 8/2/2016
as Instrument No. 23388464 of Of-
ficial Records in the office of the
County Recorder of Santa Clara
County, State of CALIFORNIA ex-
ecuted by: YINTAO YU, A SINGLE
MAN WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUC-
TION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK,
A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR
FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN AS-
SOCIATION, SAVINGS ASSOCIA-
TION, OR SAVINGS BANK SPECI-
FIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FI-
NANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED
TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE;
AT THE GATED NORTH MARKET
STREET ENTRANCE, SUPERIOR
COURTHOUSE, 191 N. 1st Street,
San Jose, CA 95113 all right, title
and interest conveyed to and now
held by it under said Deed of Trust
in the property situated in said
County and State described as: Lot
31 in Block 6 of University Park in
the City of Mountain View, County of
Santa Clara, State of California, as
shown on Map filed Book M, Page 9
of Maps, in the Office of the County
Recorder of said County. The street
address and other common desig-
nation, if any, of the real property
described above is purported to
be: 115 COLLEGE AVE, MOUNTAIN
VIEW, CA 94040 The undersigned
Trustee disclaims any liability for any
incorrectness of the street address
and other common designation, if
any, shown herein. Said sale will be
held, but without covenant or war-
ranty, express or implied, regarding
title, possession, condition, or en-
cumbrances, including fees, charges
and expenses of the Trustee and
of the trusts created by said Deed
of Trust, to pay the remaining prin-
cipal sums of the note(s) secured
by said Deed of Trust. The total
amount of the unpaid balance of the
obligation secured by the property
to be sold and reasonable estimated
costs, expenses and advances at
the time of the initial publication of
the Notice of Sale is: $558,906.22
If the Trustee is unable to convey
title for any reason, the successful
bidder's sole and exclusive remedy
shall be the return of monies paid to
the Trustee, and the successful bid-
der shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary under said Deed of
Trust heretofore executed and de-
livered to the undersigned a written
Declaration of Default and Demand
for Sale, and a written Notice of De-
fault and Election to Sell. The under-
signed or its predecessor caused
said Notice of Default and Election
to Sell to be recorded in the county
where the real property is located.
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:
If you are considering bidding on
this property lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks involved
in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the highest
bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien
being auctioned off may be a junior
lien. If you are the highest bidder
at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens
senior to the lien being auctioned
off, before you can receive clear title
to the property. You are encouraged
to investigate the existence, priority,
and size of outstanding liens that
may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder's office
or a title insurance company, either
of which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult either
of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or deed of
trust on the property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date
shown on this notice of sale may
be postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trust-
ee, or a court, pursuant to Section
29249 of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements



Public Notices

be made available to you and to the
public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to
learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if applicable,
the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may
call (855) 313-3319 or visit this In-
ternet website www.clearreconcorp.
com, using the file number assigned
to this case 117642-CA. Informa-
tion about postponements that are
very short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled sale
may not immediately be reflected in
the telephone information or on the
Internet Web site. The best way to
verify postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale. NO-
TICE TO TENANT: Effective Janu-
ary 1, 2021, you may have a right
to purchase this property after the
trustee auction pursuant to Section
2924m of the California Civil Code.
If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,”
you can purchase the property if
you match the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction. If you
are an “eligible bidder,” you may
be able to purchase the property if
you exceed the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction. There
are three steps to exercising this
right of purchase. First, 48 hours
after the date of the trustee sale, you
can call (855) 313-3319, or visit this
internet website www.clearrecon-
corp.com, using the file number as-
signed to this case 117642-CA to
find the date on which the trustee’s
sale was held, the amount of the last
and highest bid, and the address of
the trustee. Second, you must send
a written notice of intent to place
a bid so that the trustee receives
it no more than 15 days after the
trustee’s sale. Third, you must sub-
mit a bid so that the trustee receives
it no more than 45 days after the
trustee’s sale. If you think you may
qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer”
or “eligible bidder,” you should
consider contacting an attorney
or appropriate real estate profes-
sional immediately for advice regard-
ing this potential right to purchase.
FOR SALES INFORMATION: (855)
313-3319 CLEAR RECON CORP
3333 Camino Del Rio South, Suite
225 San Diego, California 92108
(02-18,25-26,03-04-26)

034-T

SOPHONYX
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723604

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: SO-
PHONYX, 570 Cherry Ave, Los Altos,
CA, 94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): Zhuo Wang, 570 Cher-
ry Ave, Los Altos, CA 94022.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 02/01/2026.
1S/ Zhuo Wang /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 02/06/2026.
(02-18,25-26,03-04,11-26)

033-T

HYDRANGEA & COMPANY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723093

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: HY-
DRANGEA & COMPANY, 13941
Campo Vista Lane, Los Altos Hills,

CA, 94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: married couple.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Mela-
nie K Moyer, 13941 Campo Vista
Lane, Los Altos Hills, CA 94022, Ste-
ven W Batliner, 13941 Campo Vista
Lane, Los Altos Hills, CA 94022.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/07/2026.
/S/ Melanie K.Moyer /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/26/2026.
(02-18,25-26,03-04,11-26)

032-T

UTRAVELCO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723233

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: UTRAVELCO, 2880 Zanker
Road, Suite 203, San Jose, CA,
95134, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
UTRAVELCO, INC., 1126 Sum-
merwings Ct, San Jose, CA 95132.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/16/2026.
/S/ Yen Bich Thang /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/29/2026.
(02-18,25-26,03-04,11-26)

031-T

GERST FINANCIAL
ENGINEERING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723522

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: (1)
GERST FINANCIAL ENGINEER-
ING, (2) CLEANTEC BUSI-
NESS SERVICES, 26120 W Fre-
mont Rd, Los Altos Hills, CA,
94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): GERST
CAPITAL, LLC, 26120 W Fremont
Rd, Los Altos Hills, CA 94022.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 10/03/2007.
/S/ Gregory J Gerst /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 02/05/2026.
(02-11,18,25-26,03-04-26)

030-T

CHEIRON
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN722638

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: CHIERON, 4970 EI Camino
Real, Suite 210, Los Altos, CA,
94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): PHNYX
LAB LLC, 4970 El Camino Real,
Suite 210, Los Altos, CA 94022.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
1S/ Donggi Lee /
This statement was filed with the

County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/08/2026.
(02-11,18,25-26,03-04-26)

029-T

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
PETITION OF SONGYUAN LIN,
WENCHUN KU
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
26CV485781

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
1. Petitioner: Songyu-
an Lin, Wenchun Ku
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
Present Name:

a. Dana Lin

Proposed Name:
a. Caitlin Chingyu Lin

2. THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for change
of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name
changes described above must file
a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING 05/12/2026
at 8:45 a.m. Room: Probate
(b) The address of the
court is: 191 North First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.

3. A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this
county: Los Altos Town Crier
Date: 02/04/2026
/s/ Charles Adams
Judge of the Superior Court
(02-11,18,25-26,03-04-26)

027-T

TAO & JIAYU HERBS &
ACUPUNCTURE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723231

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: TAO &
JIAYU HERBS & ACUPUNCTURE,
1287 Hammerwood Ave., Sunnyvale,
CA, 94089, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
TAO XIE, 1287 Hammerwood
Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94089.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/01/2025.
1S/ Tao Xie /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/29/2026.
(02-11,18,25-26,03-04-26)

026-T

WORLDWIDE CHAUFFEURS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723400

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
WORLDWIDE CHAUFFEURS,
80 Los Altos Sq, Los Altos, CA,

94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): SOUTH
BAY EXOTICS LLC, 186 E Gish Rd
Unit #1083, San Jose, CA 95112.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S8/ Cameron Crose /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 02/03/2026.
(02-11,18,25-26,03-04-26)

025-T

ALLIANCE LENDING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723262

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: AL-
LIANCE LENDING, 5450 Thorn-
wood Dr #P, San Jose, CA,
95123, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
ALLIANCE GROUP & ASSOCI-
ATES INC., 5450 Thornwood
Dr #P, San Jose, CA 95123.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 11/12/2013.
/S/ Rameil Eyvaznejad /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/29/2026.
(02-11,18,25-26,03-04-26)

024-T

BREAKER BOYS ELECTRIC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN723214

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
BREAKER BOYS ELECTRIC,
200 Carlester Dr, Los Gatos, CA,
95032, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Russell T. Condie, 200 Carles-
ter Dr, Los Gatos, CA 95032.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/28/2026.
/S/ Russell T. Condie /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 01/28/2026.
(02-11,18,25-26,03-04-26)

022-T

$40

is usually all it costs
to publish your
Fictitious Business
Name in the Los
Altos Town Crier

Email
legals@latc.com
by 2pm on
Thursday

Datebook

Datebook items are run on a space-
available basis for entertainment,
events, classes and groups run by non-
profits in our circulation area (pri-
marily Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and
Mountain View). The deadline is noon
Tuesday for the next week’s paper.
Submit notices via email to bruceb@
latc.com and include a contact name,
phone number and fee to participate

(if applicable).
EVENTS

Los Altos Main Library. All events
held in the main library, 13 S. San Anto-
nio Road, unless otherwise indicated.
Monday Meditation & Mindfulness,
10:30 a.m. Mondays, Los Altos Main
Library, 7 p.m., Woodland Library,
1975 Grant Road. Poetry Community
Hour Open Mic, 7 p.m., first Monday
of every month; Bay Area Games Day,
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., third Saturday of ev-
ery month. Other events: Silicon Val-
ley Reads: Crafts With Gigi, 6:30 p.m.
March 11, Los Altos Library, Orchard
Room. Join local artist Gigi Farmer in
the creation of easy, no-sew bohemian
fiberbracelets. Allmaterialswill be pro-
vided. No registration necessary. Event
intended for teens and adults. Free and
open to the public. Finding Marian
Abel, 7 p.m. March 12. Join longtime
library commissioner Pierre Bedard
and LAHS’ Gustav Herhne for a special
book club celebrating Marian Abel’s
History of the Los Altos Library (1914-
1964). The history, written in 1972, ex-
plores the library’s first 50 years. Regis-
ter and get a PDF of her work so you can
prepare for the book club. Marian Abel
loved Los Altos. Let’s celebrate our his-
tory and look forward to the next fifty
years. UC Master Gardeners: Grow-
ing Fabulous Citrus, 7 p.m. March
18, Los Altos Library, Orchard Room.
Learn how to take care of citrus trees
to get the best harvest from UC Master
Gardener Candace Simpson. Topics
include planting location and method,
pruning, fertilizing and watering and
identifying and managing pests and
diseases. Program is free and open to
the public. No registration necessary.
Celebrate Persian New Year, 7 p.m.
March 23, Los Altos Library, Orchard
Room. Join the library for a lively and
educational celebration of Persian New
Year or Nowruz. Celebration includes
traditional spring dances, including
circle dances. Learn about the cultural
significance behind these movements
and their connection to renewal and
community. The program is free and
open to the public. No registration
necessary. ‘This program is part of
Santa Clara County Library District’s
celebration of Silicon Valley Reads. In-
formation: sccld.org/events. Wednes-
day Travel Nights - Sudan: A Land
NearlyForgotten,7 p.m. March25,Los
Altos Library, Orchard Room. Learn

March 4, 2026 | Los Altos Town Crier |

more about a country often forgotten.
Bruce Berger documented his journey
to Sudan in his video that includes an-
cient pyramids, desert scenery and in-
teractions with Sudan’s people - from
nomads in the desert to the university
students in the capital city of Khar-
toum. Program is free and open to the
public. No registration necessary. Fly
into a Good Book: A “Bridges to Be-
longing” Workshop, 6:30 p.m. March
26, Los Altos Library, Orchard Room.
Join sustainable artist Leila Ghasempor
and craft a personalized fabric butterfly
- perfect for a keychain or zipper pull -
using sustainable materials. Program is
designed for adults and teens. Allmate-
rials will be provided. No registration
necessary. Before Your Eyes: An Im-
mersive Music Performance, 7 p.m.
March 30, Los Altos Library, Orchard
Room. Before Your Eyes is an immer-
sive, participatory performance. The
library space itself becomes a living in-
strument, creating a collective audiovi-
sual landscape experienced by all pres-
ent. The event is suitable for families,
students and adults with interests in
music, technology and interdisciplin-
ary art. Noregistration necessary. Free
and open to the public.

Mountain View Public Library. All
events held in the main library, 585
Franklin St, Mountain View, unless
otherwise indicated. Baby Storytime,
10:30-11:15 a.m. Wednesdays, Moun-
tain View Public Library, first floor
program room. Musical storytime for
infants, babies and new toddlers with
books, baby bounces and dancing. Af-
ter storytime, we will host a brief stay
and play for grownups to connect and
mingle. Program designed for ages 0-18
months. Don’t Fall For It! An Educa-
tional Event for Seniors, 4:30-5:15
p.m. March 20, Second Floor Program
Room, Mountain View Public Library.
An informative two-part presentation
designed to help seniors stay safe and
independent in areas including internet
safety, scam prevention, home safety
and fall prevention. Event targeted for
seniors and caregivers. This interactive
event is perfect for seniors, caregivers
and family members who want to stay
informed and proactive.

Living Classroom. Living Class-
room Docent Training, 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. March 9, 16 and 23. Los
Altos School District iLearn Studio,
201 Covington Road, Los Altos. Liv-
ing Classroom is seeking volunteers to
teach nature-based lessons and/or help
care for school gardens. No experience
necessary. If Mondays don’t work, an
apprentice-style training option may
be available. Email questions to liv-
ingclassroom@lasdschools.org or call
650-947-1103.
ClassroomLASD.org.

Information: Living-
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JUST LISTED 935 Lundy Lane | Los Altos | $4,298,000 | 935LundyLane.com

BUILT IN 2006 AND LOCATED IN THE HIGHLY SOUGHT-AFTER COUNTRY CLUB NEIGHBORHOOD, this

0 P E N SAT & S U N exceptional home showcases exquisite finishes and a thoughtfully designed, drought-tolerant landscape. A grand
.I 00 _ 400 PM entrance with high ceilings, rich hardwood floors, and open floor plan sets the tone for this home’s exceptional
- . quality and style. Ideally located near Los Altos Golf & Country Club, Rancho Shopping Center, Loyola Corners, and
more, this residence offers both luxury and convenience - an outstanding place to call home!
Built in 2006, 4-bed, 3-bath home for 2,027 +/- sf Open-concept kitchen with adjacent family room, Sought-after Los Altos schools: Loyola Elementary,
of living space gas fireplace, state-of-the-art appliances Georgina P. Blach, and Mountain View High (Buyer

Fashionably designed drought-tolerant landscaping Exquisite entertaining yard with artificial grass, to verify enroliment)

for 9,104 +/- sf travertine patio, large granite outdoor kitchen with

Warm hardwood floors, artistic light fixtures, high twoteleyisiane BBQ' SIlSTE s Sl
drawer, and 2 refrigerator drawers

ceilings, and crown molding -
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JUDY BOGARD-TANIGAMI
License # 00298975

650.207.2111
judy.bogard@theagencyre.com

CINDY BOGARD-0O'GORMAN
License # 01918407

650.924.8365 (74

cindy.ogorman@theagencyre.com

THEAGENCY

ConsultantsinRealEstate.com

THE BOGARD-TANIGAMI TEAM

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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