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The Town Crier staff wishes you a happy and safe holiday season. Pictured from left are Bruce Barton, editor in chief; Curtis Driscoll, sports editor;
Howard Bischoff, associate publisher (added in due to the wizardry of our production staff-he was out of town); Janice Fabella, advertising sales;
Leah Brown, circulation; Mike Echeverria, graphic designer; Linda Monterrey, real estate advertising; Lucy Chen, junior graphics designer; Melissa
Rodriguez, production manager; Maria Crowder, sales manager; Christina Casillas, managing editor; Brandon Roth, reporter; Dennis Young, publisher.
Not pictured: Vanessa Connell and Mary Larsen, copy editors; Pete Borello, intern manager.
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Los Altos ‘Town Crier Holiday Fund 2024

Grants from the Town Crier Holiday Fund support agencies in Silicon Valley
that touch the real needs of people.

“At this time of year, we are inundated with requests for donations. Giving to the Town Crier Holiday Fund assures us that 100%
of our money goes directly to groups that are doing the most good for the most people without any added overhead costs.
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This is among my favorite charities.”

~ Dick Henning, Founder, Celebrity Forum

WHERE THE MONEY WILL GO:

Child Advocates of Silicon Valley. Matching neglected children with adult advocates.

Community Services Agency’s Keep Low Income Seniors Housed. Provides housing

financial assistance to seniors

Los Altos Youth Theatre Los Altos Stage Company. Making theater a safe and
great place for children to be.

Mentor Tutor Connection. Matches at-risk youths with adult mentors, tutors in

Community School of Music and Arts Artistic Intelligence Program. Brings music, art
and dance to special needs students through partnerships.

local schools.

KCI Makerspace Program. Provides teachers with tech tools at the Krause Center

Day Worker Center of Mountain View. Connects day workers with jobs offered by

homeowners and businesses.

for Innovation at Foothill College.

Music for Minors. Provides music education to schools through docent training.

Help One Child. Performs foster parent recruitment, support, training.

Hidden Villa. Provides summer camperships for underprivileged families.

Hope’s Corner. Provides meals and shower facilities for the underserved and unhoused.
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LEAD DONORS:

Pamela and Edward Taft...... .. $25,000.00

The David & Lucile Packard Foundation ................... $20,000.00

Bill and Gay Krause $15,000.00

Ann Wojcicki Foundation $10,000.00

The Geschke Foundation $10,000.00

Dinesh and Joy Desai .. $10,000.00
BUSINESS AND ORGANIZATIONS Carol HosKins ........cccceevevevennnes $200.00
Bleibler Properties LLC ............. $500.00 Dr Annette Hulse D.O. .. $250.00
Kiwanis Club of Los Altos...... $1,000.00 Elizabeth Hunt...... .. $100.00
KQR Charitable Fund............. $2,000.00 Duanni Hurd......... .. $250.00
Matthew and Connie Ives. .. $500.00

Los Altos Sunset Rotary Club
Endowment Fund.. ....$1,000.00

Pine Cone Lumber Co. $1,000.00
Starlight Caregivers...........cccc..... $100.00
INDIVIDUALS
Anonymous (6) $5,925.00
Amount Left Blank... $1,550.00
Vivien Abad and

Maurice Hamilton..... $1,000.00

Michael M Abrams ... $2,000.00
Gerri Acers............. .. $250.00
Felicia and Gary Albright.......... $500.00

Roger and Donna Anderson..... $200.00

Robert Armistead.. .. $500.00
Shirley E. Bailey. .. $500.00
Ellen Jo Baron..... .. $100.00
Anne & Buz Battle. $1,000.00
Judy Bogard-Tanigami and

Hide Tanigami .....cc.coocoevevuenece $1,000.00

Mary Ann and John Bogart....... $250.00

Kristen and Dennis Brown........ $200.00
Margaret Bruno ................ .. $150.00
Sally and Mario Chaves .. $250.00
Anne and Jerry Chester ............. $500.00

Charles Clark and Toni Wrenn .. $200.00
Colette and Kim Cranston ........ $206.28
George Crow ............. $5,000.00

Eddy and Paula Cue. .. $300.00
Michele Culberson .............c...... $250.00
Dr. Vivien and

Stephen D’Andrea.........c.ocueenene. $250.00

Stephanie and Chris Dauer ....... $500.00
Peter and Barbara Dehlinger..

Ann Dunn ...

Alan Eagle... .

Margie and Leonard Edwards... $1,030.18
Shari and Frank Elmer............... $300.00

Mr. and Mrs. Roy T. Evilsizer.... $100.00
Dianne Fishwild and

Ric Hulett....ooocicccirericcires $1,000.00
Kathy and Bruce Fitzgerald....... $500.00
Kacey Fitzpatrick &

Deb KilpatricK......oc.veeeeeeerevnennnee $250.00
Pam & Bob Galen.. .. $250.00
Lonnie Gary........... .. $200.00

Don and Suzanne Gladstone..... $300.00
Ken and Sue Greathouse......... $2,000.00
Mike and Hue Green. .. $500.00
Olivia and Dan Haley... .. $400.00
Kirk and Kathryn Hanson...
Janet and Sam Harding.... .
Pat and Gary Hedden.................

Susan Heintzelman...........ccccccceeueees
Robert and Marilyn Henderson....

Dick Henning.........ccoceeeevevees $500.00
Bruce and Cheryl Herrmann....
Wayne and Judith Hooper......... $350.00
Marilyn Hornor .........cccccveviuennaeee $50.00

$5,000.00
.. $200.00
.. $100.00

Karen and David Jessen...
Wayne and Sandy Kelly ...
Mr. Armond T. King

Abby King and Steven Lovett.... $300.00
Janet and Ray Klinke.................. $250.00
Paul Kuckein ..........ccooeevvvineriennnne $500.00

Sue and Peter LaTourette........ $1,000.00
Betty Latta
The Lawrence Family

Nancy and Chilton Lee $250.00
Dick and Chrisy Liewer... $150.00
Anthony Lima........... $200.00
Michael Madda............. $250.00
Kirk and Kathy Mahncke $200.00
Judith Manton................ .. $500.00
Mr and Mrs Donovan Martin.... $100.00
Don Mattson .
Tim McClenahan..

John McDonnell

Allan McLeod .....oovvvvereeereerienee

Rani Menon and

Keith Amidon ......c.cccevvernenee. $2,000.00
Judy Miner........ccccoveeunceueecnens $1,141.88
Sandy Mingia and

Gary Maggard .. $200.00
The Mirkins............... .. $100.00
Mark and JoAnne Morris $1,600.00
Terry A. Morrison......... .. $100.00
Laura and Todd Mozer .... .. $200.00
Ron and Anne Murphy........... $3,000.00
Bruce Nakao and

Marilynn Occhipinti .........ccco..... $400.00

Paul and Antje Newhagen...... $1,000.00

Diane and Flemming Nielsen... $100.00
Ann Oliver .. $500.00
Carl and Myra Orta.. .. $100.00
Joan Pampeyan $150.00

Pilar Parducci and

Tony Richmond .. $1,000.00
Rob Parker $103.30
Bill Parkhurst and

Amy Wright.......ccoovivincincn. $150.00
Sharon and John Patterson........ $500.00
Mr & Mrs Jan Prahm ... .. $100.00
Price-Harpootlian ........ .. $100.00
John and Kathy Radford............ $100.00
Pat and Bob Reed.............. . $100.00
Susan and Douglas Roberts... $1 000.00
Mark Rogge.......occovcruuneruunnne .. $200.00
Dennis and Linda Ronberg....... $200.00
David Roode ........ccrvuunnnee .. $150.00
Janet and Steve Runyan.... .. $500.00
Dave and Sue Russell ... $1,000.00
Karen Salzer .......... .. $100.00
Dean Samos... .. $200.00
Lynda Sanders... $5,000.00
Isabel Schreier... .. $250.00
Ellen and Marvin Schw: $200.00

Page 2 | Los Altos Town Crier | December 25, 2024

ECEMBER 15 2024

Steve and Bev Shepherd............. $250.00
Rich and Sally Slavin............... $1,000.00
Karen and Tom Smith. ... $250.00
GaeAnn M. Spence..........coocuuuee. $250.00
Christine Talbott and

John Galli.....oooveevierirririeirinne $500.00
Laura Teksler.... $1,000.00
Penny and Buzz Thayer $1,000.00
Charles Thompson ..........c.veceue. $500.00
Janet Torow and Tom Rogers.... $500.00

Nomi and Fritz Trapnell......... $1,000.00
Deanne Tucker and

Eric Lutkin....oceeveceeeeerireeenenenes $500.00
Paul and Karen Van Buren........ $150.00
Joyce C Van Reis.......ccovuuerrnene

Mark and Karen Vasser..............

Donna J. Verna
Nilufer and Sarosh Vesuna.....
Donna and Edward Vocke..
Gary and Cathy Walz......

Ted Wertheimer.......
Patti and Ed White ..
Elizabeth Wilson......
Roy and Patty Woolsey ...
Carole Wunderlich
John Zeisler and

Jennifer Bailey.........cccocouevuneee $1,000.00

IN MEMORY OF:
ANONymous........ccceeveeeveennnnns $1,000.00
In Memory of Roy Lave

Sheri and Tom Blaisdell............. $500.00
In Memory of Margi Gould

Jane Bryan-Jones.........cccccc. $1,000.00
In Memory of Hardy Jones

Bue Family ....ocoovevvevnerrcrnennne $1,000.00
In Memory of Boo and Gretchen Bue
Carole Cameron............cccccccus $250.00
In Memory of Don Cameron

Arthur Carmichael...........ccccc...c. $250.00
In Memory of Jean Carmichael

Dee Cunningham.... $275.00
In Memory of Jim Cunningham

Judy Doty *
In Memory of Dale S. Doty and Noel L.
Barnes

Dorothea and Charles Gordon... $520.00
In Memory of Judge Charles Gordon
Patricia Grimm........cc...ccceeveeee. $1,000.00
In Memory of Bob and Marion Grimm
Claudia Hevel & Stan Doty ........ $100.00
In Memory of Jim McLennan

Rory and Dan Kaplan................ $250.00
In Memory of Lisabeth Kaplan and Dan
Kaplan (son)

Debra and Dana Kreitter ........... $200.00
In Memory of Dan Kreitter

Bente Larsen.........ccoccveeueccencnnnn $100.00
In Memory of Stephen Elrick

Don Lathrop........cceceveeueveneeuens $100.00
In Memory of Jackie Lathrop

Susan and Clinton Nagy........cccocceeuuneee. *
In Memory of Alison Nagy Hoffmann
Margaret Sentous..........cc.cceeuenee $200.00
In Memory of Ray Piontek

Total DONOLS .....oovvveriveriisinrinassissnnins 163
Total $$ to date.........cccooervvvuennnes $185,751.64

MVLA Scholars. Serves low-income first-generation college students from
Mountain View and Los Altos.

Veterans Resource Center at Foothill College. Helps veterans transition to
schooling and employment.

Enclosed is a donation of $

Los Allos ‘Town Crier
Holiday Fund 2024

Name:

Business Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

E-mail:

Phone:

Four easy ways you can contribute:
1. ONLINE: Donate online at www.lamvcf.org/latc-holiday-fund

2. US MAIL: Send check payable to LAMV Community Foundation
(or LACF). Indicate “Town Crier Holiday Fund” in the memo line,
or, provide credit card info:

Number:

Exp. Date: SecurityCode:

Signature
for credit card donation:

3. DONATE STOCK: Donation forms at:
lamvcf.org/home/latc-holiday-fund/

4. PHONE: Call LAMV Community Foundation at (650) 949-5908

| wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)

QO In my name as shown above
QO In the name of business above
_OR-
QIn Memory of:

QIn Honor of : QAs a gift for:

(Name of Person)

All donors and their gift amounts will be
published in the Los Altos Town Crier
unless the boxes below are checked.

Q Iwish to contribute anonymously

O Please withhold the amount of my
contribution

Please make checks payable to:
LAMV Community Foundation

Send coupon and check, if applicable to:

Town Crier Holiday Fund

c/o LAMV Community Foundation
183 Hillview Ave.

Los Altos, CA 94022

or you may call (650) 949-5908
to contribute with a credit card.

The Town Crier Holiday Fund is a donor
advised fund of the LAMV Community
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable
organization. A contribution to this fund
allows your donation to be tax deductible
to the fullest extent of the law.




Around Town
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City adds three emergency volunteers

We are here to help you fulfill your
real estate dreams. Whether buying
or selling a home, we will guide you
every step of the way.

Your Success Is Our Business!

650.947.2902

ALICE & ALICIA NUZZO

Loyalty « Integrity « Local knowledge
DRE 70059392

Sereno

TeamNuzzo.com | anuzzo@sereno.com
467 First Street, Suite 200, Los Altos, CA 94022

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

THINKING ABOUT
YOUR NEXT REAL ESTATE

MOVE?

Talk to the Expert
Talk to Bob Kamangar

PHOTO COURTESY OF HARRY GUY
Left to right: Jim Fenton, Fred Evans, Matt Mow, Dianah Marr, Keith Lantz, Los Altos Police
Captain Katie Krauss, Cookie Murata and Jim Clark.

Town Crier Report

he Los Altos Police De-
partment  welcomed
three new Los Altos

Disaster Service Worker Vol-
unteers (DSWV) Dec. 17. Resi-
dents Matt Mow, Dianah Marr
and Keith Lantz, completed
more than 20 hours of online
and in-person Community
Emergency Response Team
(CERT) training offered by the

o
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Santa Clara County Fire De-
partment before being quali-
fied to join the DSWV.

CERT training focused on
disaster response knowledge,
like search and rescue, injury
assessment and treatment,
building and infrastructure as-
sessment and hazardous condi-
tions assessment.

There are currently 120 oth-
er residents who are DSW'Vs.

The new DSWVs are mem-

bers of Resilient Los Altos, a
group of more than 300 resi-
dents who are block action
team leaders, CERTs, and/
or amateur radio operators
improving emergency pre-
paredness.

Resilient Los Altos is an in-
cubator program of the Los
Altos Mountain View Commu-
nity Foundation.

To learn more about RLA,
see resilientlosaltos.org.

W

BobKamangar.com | bob@sereno.com

Experience

Broker/Realtor since 1996

with over $500 million in sales
General Contractor/Developer with
extensive development on the mid-
peninsula

Long time mid-peninsula resident
with strong local connections

UC Berkeley B.A. - University

of San Diego School of Law

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
SERENO

| 650.245.0245 | DRE 01229105
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EARN CASH BACK WHILE BUYING YOUR
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2024: The Year in Review

A year marked by tragedy, triumph

2024 was a mixture
of controversy and
progress

Town Crier Staff Report

ile this past year under
Fthe “never a dull mo-
ment” category.

It started with the aftermath
of a Christmas 2023 three-
alarm fire that gutted a large
office building at the corner
of San Antonio Road and El
Camino Real. It ended with a
tsunami warning. In between
were tragedies (a bicyclist
killed along Foothill Express-
way), controversial censures
(Rebecca Eisenberg of Valley
Water), ousters (county school
board superintendent Mary
Ann Dewan) and closures
(Baskin-Robbins in downtown
Los Altos).

International conflicts rip-
pled into local cities, including
Los Altos, which saw speaker
after speaker at council meet-
ings voice outrage over the
Hamas-Israeli war.

Allit took was a warning let-
ter from a Malibu attorney to
force Los Altos into a change
from at-large to by-district
council elections, beginning in
2026.

An unusual vote deadlock
in the March primary between
Joe Simitian and Evan Low
spurred a recount that had Si-
mitian lose by five votes and
bring to an end (at least tempo-
rarily) a 41-year-career in local
politics.

Despite it all, there were
milestones to celebrate for
some: The hiring of new Los
Altos Police Chief Saskia La-
gergren; the passage of a Los
Altos School District bond
measure for funding facili-
ties upgrades; and the start of
a permanent outdoor dining
program in downtown Los Al-
tos. Read on for arecap of some
of the biggest stories of 2024.

January

Vicki Reeder, advocate for
local theatre and social justice,
is named Los Altan of the Year.

More than a dozen Los Al-
tos businesses grapple with
their future after a Christmas
day fire at 4600 El Camino
Real; demolition of the build-
ing begins Jan. 24.

See REVIEW, Page 5
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TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTOS

Clockwise from top left: A Christmas Day 2023 fire decimated a commer-
cial office building at 4600 El Camino Real; Los Altos main library officials
unveil plans for an interior remodel; an artist applies his colorful touch

to a mural at De Martini Orchard; potholes along El Camino Real finally
disappear via a Caltrans repaving project; downtown restaurants sport new
outdoor dining areas; and the Los Altos Heritage Orchard makes headlines
throughout the year due to questions about preservation.




2024: The Year in Review

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTOS
Above, Jardin Drive’s
traffic and parking woes
continue despite a new
attempt to redesign the
configuration of the
street. At right, bril-
liant software engineer
Maria Jabon had her life
tragically cut short when
a vehicle collided with
her bicycle along Foot-
hill Expressway in Los
Altos Hills. Distracted
driving - the driver was
on his cell phone - was
determined as the cause
of the crash. The incident
underscored the dangers
of cycling on busy roads
with preoccupied driv-
ers.

REVIEW

From Page 4

The city of Los Altos readies
to plant 300 juvenile Blenheim
apricot trees in front of the 10-
acre orchard surrounding city
hall; the orchard proves to be a
point of contention throughout
the year.

A Jan. 2 ruling by a federal
appeals court prohibits cities,
like Los Altos, from enacting
gas ban laws. Los Altos city
council members informally
agree at their Jan. 23 meeting
to direct city staff to look into
other ways of restricting gas to
meet the city’s goals in its Cli-
mate Action and Adaptation
Plan (CAAP).

February

As in previous years, lo-
cal cities are rocked by strong

winter atmospheric rivers that
bring heavy winds and rain.
Strong wind gusts topple trees
and power poles, leaving many
in Los Altos, Los Altos Hills
and Mountain View without

power.

Maria Jabon, a 38-year-old
Los Altos resident, is struck and
killed while on bicycle by a mo-
torist on Foothill Expressway
in Los Altos Hills Feb. 13. The
driver, 64-year-old Santa Clara
resident Mesfin Mekonnen,
is charged seven months later
with two felonies, vehicular
manslaughter and gross negli-
gence.

A month before state pri-
maries, a long list of candidates
for local elections announce
their candidacies. Especially
competitive are the races for
the Santa Clara County Board
of Supervisors and California

Congressional District 16.

Despite an almost unde-
feated season and winning the
WCAL league title, St. Francis
boys soccer falls to Archbishop
Mitty during the CCS playoff
finals.

Los Altos City Council gives
the green light to the Los Altos
Police Department’s military
equipment policy after lengthy
community discussions Feb. 27.

March

The Santa Clara Valley Water
District Board votes 6-1 to cen-
sure director Rebecca Eisen-
berg, who represents Los Altos,
Los Altos Hills and Mountain
View, twice at a special meeting
March 14 that spans nearly five
hours.

The decision follows an

See REVIEW, Page 6

FELIX TREE

SPECIALIST, INC.
FREE ESTIMATES

.......................... MAURICIO FELIX
License #1029971

Cell: (408) 806-4474

(408) 292-2095 - (408) 723-1810

Z Potit Beistro

FRENCH RESTAURANT SINCE 1989
Jus et aux Herbes de

N $43 Provence
i

Enjoy a complimentary glass of house wine with this
dish and mention of this ad.

Tue-Sat 5:00rM—8:00PM

House made bread included with each order

Coételettes DAgneau au

(650) 964-3321
1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View

--- PRESENT THIS AD FOR: ---

off

when purchase
$50 or more.

"Toiesnest Produce.in Town!
O TN
(408) 212-492

1356 S. Mary Avenue, SUNNYVALE

" DOORDASH # Instacart

\ 23

Nurse Next Door:

home care services

Companionship - Personal Assistance
Errands - Transportation - Cognitive Stimulation

What does your
Happier Aging
journey look like?

At Nurse Next Door, our focus is
on caring, not just providing home
care. We'’re here to help you
return to the activities you love.

From assistance with meal
preparation to medication
reminders, let us handle the care.

| With over 20 years of experience,
we’re dedicated to
making lives better.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION!

408-222-9116 | 408-222-8488
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WE NEEDvour
EMAIL
ADDRESS

All subscription renewals are going
online, effective July 1, 2025.

Please forward your email address to
subscriptions@latc.com.

| il
C{afe Vitale

TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

Mangia bene, stai bene! Eat well, stay well!

s ¥ Py

Host your Holiday Season
gathering with us!
Private and Semi-Private
options available; call us
for details.

SPECIAL EVENTS:

NFL Sunday Football
Catch NFL games with us and
enjoy complimentary appetizers
(while supplies last). Go 49ers!

Live Piano Music
Make your Monday dinner
special with live piano music.

Ci vediamo Los Altos!
Thank you for supporting local
small businesses.

X9 Call us today to reserve your table! Reservations are recommended. “=°
Come for the food, stay for the atmosphere. We can't wait to welcome you!
~ FULL BAR SERVICE AVAILABLE ~
We will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day
LUNCH DINNER

Mon - Fri 11AM -2pPM Mon - Fri 5pMm-9pPM
Sat & Sun 12pM - 3PM Sat & Sun 3pM - 9PM

See our full menu at www.cafevitale.com
650-559-1500 | 987 Fremont Avenue, Los Altos

BK Collections

Fine Gifts and Jewelry
342 State St, Los Altos 650.948.0198
bkcollectionslosaltos.com
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We Gift Wrap and Ship

2024: The Year in Review
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TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTOS

Personnel with the Community Health Awareness Council gather to celebrate a move into their
new building in 2013. The 51-year nonprofit providing behavioral health services closed June 30
after a net asset transfer with Pacific Clinics.

REVIEW

From Page 5

internal investigation that sub-
stantiates claims that Eisenberg
had a pattern of discriminatory,
abusive and inappropriate be-
havior toward Valley Water staff
and fellow board members.

Trustees at the Los Altos
School District consider plac-
ing a bond measure on the Nov.
5 ballot. In fact, they do just that
later in the year.

The $350 million bond mea-
sure squeaks by in the general
election with a little more than
56% of the vote. The measure,

intended to upgrade facilities,
needed 55% to pass.

MVLA Superintendent Nel-
lie Meyer retires after serving
as superintendent for 11 years,
and as an educator for 35.

April

The Los Altos City Council
approves a new fee schedule for
fiscal year 2024-25, which will
raise fees for the city’s building,
engineering and planning ser-
vices, after a study presented to
council March 26 revealed the
city was undercharging for ser-
vices.

A tight March 5 primary

election race for California
Congressional District 16 puts
Sam Liccardo in first place,
while state Assemblyman Evan
Low and Santa Clara County
Supervisor Joe Simitian tie
for second. The unusual tie
prompts a recall that Low won
by five votes.

Los Altos City Council
members review a proposal to
build a downtown park in Park-
ing Plaza 1. The plan would in-
clude underground parking.

Los Altos Police Chief An-
gela Averiett announces her
departure. The city would later

See REVIEW, Page 7

(650) 941-0664

Silicon Valley’s Most Trusted
Hearing Care Experts
Trusted by Tens of Thousands of Amazing

Patients, Leading Organizations and Many
Local Physicians Since 1977

www.pacifichearingservice.com
496 First Street. Suite 120. Los Altos, CA 94022

1

Advanced audiological
care with '360
Communication’
testing

Expertise on all
levels of hearin
technology an
assistive devices

Speciality in Cochlear
Implant evaluations,

device selection, and
programming

Tinnitus assessments
and individualized
counseling




2024: The Year in Review

REVIEW

From Page 6

name Saskia Lagergren, a Los
Altos native, as the new chief.
Los Altos residents are look-
ing to the Mountain View Los
Altos High School District to
help fix the parking and traffic
issues along Jardin Drive be-
hind Los Altos High School.

May

Los Altos Hills residents
hold a forum to air safety and
burglary grievances across un-
incorporated areas of Los Altos
and Los Altos Hills as burglar-
ies rise after the beginning of
the coronavirus pandemic.

Downtown Los Altos out-
door dining undergoes an over-
haul as construction of 11 park-
lets reach the final stages.

Zaida’s Kitchen, a San Jose-
based food truck and cook-
ing class that began serving up
Oaxacan dishes at the Los Al-
tos Farmers’ Market this year,
plans to expand.

A new mural at DeMartini
Orchard celebrates the history
of Los Altos, courtesy of San
Jose artist Francisco Ramirez.

June

A third Luna Mexican Kitch-
en location is coming to down-
town Los Altos at 145 First St.
Founder Jo Lerma-Lopez an-
nounces plans to open the loca-
tion there in the early months of

2025.

Police chief Lagergren as-
sumes her new role. She previ-
ously served as a Santa Clara
police captain of the Adminis-
trative Services and Investiga-
tions divisions.

Los Altos resident Larry
Lang announces his intention
to run for Los Altos City Coun-
cil. Lang is an electrical engi-
neer, technologist and investor
and just finished a term as presi-
dent of the Los Altos History
Museum.

July

A proposal to remove 25
apricot trees by the Los Altos
police station draws outcry
from heritage orchard preserva-
tionists who assert that city offi-
cials are removing trees all over
the civic center despite ongoing
rehabilitation work on the heri-
tage orchard.

Former Los Altos High base-
ball player Aaron Parker was
drafted by the Toronto Blue
Jays in the sixth round of the
Major League Baseball draft.
The junior catcher at UC Santa
Barbara drove in 107 runs and
slugged 26 home runs in his
high school career.

Filmmaker Jon M. Chu, a
Los Altos Hills native and son of
Larry Chu Sr. (Chef Chu’s res-
taurant founder) writes about
his experiences in his new book
“Viewfinder.” The “Crazy Rich
Asians” director also directs

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTOS

Above, Los Altos City Council members
discuss a plan to transform a parking plaza
into a city park, with underground parking
below. The idea was floated as an option

in a Downtown Visioning Plan adopted in
2018. At left, Khatchig Jingirian, chairman
of the Los Altos Chamber of Commerce
board, left, reads a proclamation April 26
honoring Tracie Murray, center, this year’s
winner of the Walter and Marie Singer
Award. Kim Mosley, chamber president
and CEO, is at right.

the just-released blockbuster,
“Wicked.”

August

E-bike usage is on the rise;
local leaders and experts weigh
in on their safety and how to be
careful on the road.

A taste of Peruvian cuisine
is closer than ever before for
many Los Altos residents; Cal-
lao, a new Peruvian restaurant,
opens on First Street.

Los Altos resident Susan
Wojcicki, an original Google
employee and overall influ-
ence throughout Silicon Val-
ley, dies from lung cancer Aug.
9. Wojcicki was probably best
known as the CEO of YouTube.

September

Los Altos City Council
members and residents discuss
the first iterations of a new by-
district area map, showing how
the city divides into five sepa-
rate voting districts.

Los Altos staple Baskin-Rob-
bins abruptly closesitslongtime
location at 264 State St. No fur-
ther information is released be-
yond a sign on the door.

Los Altos City Council sus-
pends reach codes that prohibit
gas in new construction, fol-
lowing an earlier court decision
that rejected such bans.

The Santa Clara County
Sheriff’s Office implements

See REVIEW, Page 8

(650) 441-4316

losaltos-fence.com

Lic 1073562

STARLIGHT

CAREGIVERS

Los Altos-based Home Care Agency for Elderly and Disabled

Our mission is to enhance the living quality
of seniors as well as their family members

Read our reviews on Yelp to see how we can make a difference

(650) 600-8108 www.starlightcaregivers.com

y LOS ALTOS
| JOURNALISM
/5>| FOUNDATION

OUR MISSION

Los Altos Journalism Foundation
is dedicated to educating and developing
the next generation of journalists.

SUPPORT THE

NEXT GENERATION
OFJOURNALISTS

Donate your tax-deductible contribution to
Los Altos Journalism Foundation

138 Main Street, Ste. B. Los Altos CA 94022
or call Dennis Young at (650) 948-9000

WITHOUT YOUR HELP, LOCAL JOURNALISM COULD DISAPPEAR

Local journalism is fundamental to democracy
and civil engagement, which only works with
an informed citizenry. Ethical and balanced
journalism creates transparency in government,
business, and the whole of society. A next
generation of journalists is critical to sustaining
and growing local news oriented on public service.
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drones in Los Altos Hills and
unincorporated Los Altos as a
tool for de-escalation and mon-
itoring potential threats. Los
Altos police plan to follow with
their use in 2025.

October

Santa Clara County Board
of Education terminates Super-
intendent Mary Ann Dewan
without cause in a 4-2 vote be-
hind closed doors. Some be-
lieve the firing is politically mo-
tivated.

Mountain View Police De-
partment releases a new trans-
parency dashboard to display
crime information such as
elder-abuse and hate-related
crimes.

Mountain View City Coun-
cil and El Camino Healthcare
District officials join forces on
implementation of a “fitness
cluster” at Cuesta Park to pro-
mote health and diabetes pre-

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTOS

Clockwise from top left: Los Altos gets a new police chief,

Saskia Lagergren; plans for a 90-unit affordable housing project
on Distel Circle get revised when the city council approves a re-
duction in parking; a final map is approved, dividing Los Altos
into districts for electing future council members; Toyon Farms

residents participate in National Night Out activities.

vention.

Los Altos police officers
search for four suspects who
smashed a glass back door at a
residence in the 700 block on
Covington. The suspects are
still at large.

November

Los Altos City Council pass-
es new foodware and reusable
bag ordinances to ban single-
use plastic bags, actions that
will impact local restaurants,
grocery stores and retailers.

Los Altos Police Depart-
ment determines shooting hoax
at Los Altos High School is part
of the multiple hoaxes made
against local high schools.

Mountain View City Coun-
cil eliminates minimum park-
ing requirements in certain
residential areas of Mountain
View to encourage long-term
residential growth.

Los Altos receives multiple
letters from developers who
would like to build afford-
able housing units in the lots

of downtown Parking Plazas 7
and 8.

December

Bullis Charter School of-
ficials are at an impasse after
the Santa Clara County Board
of Education (BOE) denies a
memorandum of understand-
ing that includes conditions for
a charter renewal.

Nov. 5 election results are
certified, including wins for
the Los Altos School Dis-
trict’s Measure EE and Jessica
Speiser, who defeated 17-year
incumbent Grace Mah for a
seat on the Santa Clara County
Board of Education. Speiser is
coming off an eight-year term
on the Los Altos School Dis-
trict’s Board of Trustees.

The National Weather Ser-
vice issues a tsunami warning
for bay cities north of Daven-
port, including Mountain View,
Los Altos and Los Altos Hills
following a 7.0 earthquake 60
miles west of the Northern Cal-
ifornia coast.



News

4600 ECR fire, one year later

SHELLY BOWERS/TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO
Today marks the one-year anniversary of a Christmas Day fire that burned down an old office
building at the corner of San Antonio Road and El Camino Real in Los Altos. The remains of
the building were demolished, hauled away and paved over. To this day, the Los Altos Fire
Department is mum on the cause of the fire or the progress of the investigation. “The investi-
gation into the origin and cause of fire at 4600 EI Camino Real last Christmas remains active,”
department spokesperson Erica Ray told the Town Crier in a Dec. 16 email. “Investigators
are working diligently and are committed to bringing answers and closure to the impacted
businesses and community members. With the investigation still underway, we are unable
to share any details to avoid compromising the investigation. County fire is committed to
providing more information once the fire investigation concludes.”

ad sponsored by

LALE

P.O. Box 367
Los Altos, CA 94023-0367

www.lalendow.org

MAIN LIBRARY:
650.948.7683

13 S. San Antonio Road,
Los Altos, CA 94022

WOODLAND BR:
650.969.6030

sccld.org/locations/LA

m santa clara
- county
libraryaistic

Smiths named TC's 2024
Los Altans of he Year

Town Crier Staff Report

Tom and Karen Smith of
Los Altos Hills are the
Town Crier’s 2024 Los
Altans of the Year.

The Smiths started their
community volunteerism in
the early 1990s at the Los Altos
Chamber of Commerce. In fact,
they met at a Chamber function.

Tom, a former co-owner of
McWhorter’s Stationary store
in downtown Los Altos, went
on to serve on the board of the
Community Services Agency of
Mountain View, Los Altos and
Los Altos Hills. Karen served as
amember of the Kiwanis Club of
Los Altos, participating in such
Kiwanis events as the annual Pet
Parade and Special Games.

Both are longtime members
of the United Methodist Church
of Los Altos. Karen oversaw the
church’s annual Harvest Fair for
nine years.

Karen has also worked with
Blossom Buddies, a local group
that transforms recycled flow-
ers into bouquets to deliver to
patients at care facilities. Lately,
she has been helping out at the
Los Altos History Museum.

The couple has been previ-
ously honored for their com-

Tom and Karen Smith
munity work. The Smiths were
2016 winners of the Walter and
Marie Singer Award, a Chamber
of Commerce honor for busi-
ness leaders who engage in vol-
unteerism. Tom was deemed a
“Hometown Hero” in 2020 by
the Community Services Agen-
cy.

Tom, from Michigan, and
Karen, from Illinois, are both
big believers in “giving back.”
In a recent interview with the
Town Crier, Tom described
three phases in life: “First you
learn, then you earn, and then
you return,” he said.

A feature story on the Smiths
is set for the Town Crier’s Jan. 1
issue. A Town Crier reception
for the Smiths is scheduled 5-7
p.m. Feb. 27 at the Rustic House
Oyster Bar and Grill’s Rustic
Room, 295 Main St., Los Altos.
The ticket price is $75 per per-
son. For information, contact
Maria Crowder at mariac@latc.
com.

Lion Dance
Performance

Sunday, January 5 |

2:00 pm- 3:00 pm

Los Altos Library Orchard Room
Celebrate Lunar New Year

with a special Lion Dance for
the whole family to enjoy!

Yan Can Cook Live

Tuesday, January 14 |
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Los Altos Library Orchard Room

Join us as Chef Martin Yan prepares
delectable Asian dishes from his
two new cookbooks. Experience
the magic of his cooking live!

December 25, 2024 | Los Altos Town Crier | Page 9
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MOUNTAIN VIEW
LOCATION HOURS

MOMNDAY
. Closed
' TUESDAY - FRIDAY
4Hpm-9pm
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
12pm-9pm

eal

Hat valid on Party Trays, Family Dinner Deal Packages or
orders placed on DoorDash. Present coupon to your cashier.

St. Simon Catholic
Church & School

Please check our website for
links to Live Stream Mass
www.stsimon.church

Mass Schedule
Weekday: 6:30 am & 8:30 am
Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos 94024
650-880-1401

LOCATION

939 W, El Camino Real [BZ5
Mountain View, CA.  SEpRS
24040 =5 ¥

[G50) 9E3-4142

This offer expires 2/8/2025,
FYALID AT MOUNTAIN VIEW LOCATION ONLY.

. h,
0 (0 o 6110 @ First Church of Christ, Scientist

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

A Community of Christ Followers Loving,

Learning & Serving Together 401 University Ave,

i LOS ALTOS
worShlp 10Am Sunday Service | Sunday School
~ Join us in person or online ~ 10AM-11AM  10AM-11AM
www.youtube.com/ Wed. Testimony Meeting 7:30PM
@unionpreshyterianchurchlos437 ~ Call-in Available for Services ~
858 University Ave. — READING ROOM 60 Main Street —

www.unionpc.org Wed 10AM - 1PM -« Thur 2PM - 4PM
' ' See website for details and updates

(650) 948-4361 ChristianScienceLosAltos.org

COURTESY OF RABBIEZZY SCHUSTERMAN

Los Altos Chabad is a hosting its annual Hanukkah menorah
lighting ceremony 4:30 p.m. this Sunday (Dec. 29) at Veterans
Community Plaza. The event will feature food, crafts and live

N NN

People Maifer:. Trith Majfers.
Pl Thaeéofpfl is Our &ly Hope.

g f

10:45am on Sundays

| ] 1 625 Magdalena Ave
Los Altos 92024
650.948.5698

Howne, of. los Mfes: Chrisfien Schools « wwu-Jacs.com

Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D. Stanley, Pastor

St. Nicholas Church St. William Church
473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos 611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

Mass Schedule Mass Schedule

Sat: 8am Sat: 4 pm
Sun: 8 am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French) Sun:9am, 11 am*, 5 pm
M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm *in-person & livestream

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

Los Altos Lutheran Church

Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10AM In-Person & Online

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.LosAltosLutheran.org

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012
office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Zoom Link

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS
Join us online or in person
for worship at 10 am!
Inspirational messages and

great music! Please
T H
1]
ik

visit our website
at ilclosaltos.com
——  for more information!
1715 Grant Road, Los Altos
650-967-4906 « www.ilclosaltos.com

—

Christ Episcopal Church

Inspired Worship. Relevant Preaching. Transcendent Music.

Sundr.gl Servives In Person py
8:00 a.m,  Spoken Fucharist “‘"
t0:15 a.m,  Haly bucharist Sevvice {ulvo via Spom) .
Childoaie previded on Sundap worniis Suring 19015 service ,

1040 Border aud  Las Aleos Bro-ggli-zin)

www.christchurchlosaltos.org

To list your Religious Organization,
please email Janice at

janicef@latc.com
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music.

Los Altos Chabad hosts annual
Hanukkah menorah lighting
ceremony this Sunday

By Brandon Roth
Staff Writer/brandonr@latc.com

anukkah, the eight-day
Hcelebration of lighting
the menorah, is the

Jewish people’s reminder to
honor the Maccabees, a Jewish
warrior family, who defended
the Second Temple of Jerusa-
lem from the Greek Seleucid
Empire in the second century
BCE.

For those curious about the
Hanukkah traditions, Los Al-
tos Chabad is hosting a Grand
Menorah Lighting ceremony
this Sunday at 4:30 p.m. at Vet-
erans Community Plaza, locat-
ed at Main and State Streets.
There will be food, crafts and
live music available, and activi-
ties for children. Mayor Pete
Dailey will also be speaking
at the event, followed by him
lighting the menorah and say-
ing the blessings.

The Maccabees took base in
the Second Temple to prevent
further desecration and had
barely enough oil to light their
candles to keep them warm in-
side. Miraculously, the oil last-
ed for eight days and they were
able to withstand the attacks
from the Greeks and protect
the Jewish people.

Hanukkah may seem like
eight consecutive days of pres-

ents, but it is also an important
time to gather with family and
friends and learn about cus-
toms such as playing dreidel,
praying over the candles or tell-
ing some jokes over wine.

Ezzy Schusterman, the Los
Altos Chabad rabbi, said Ha-
nukkah celebrates religious
freedoms. Schusterman said
the Greeks didn’t have a prob-
lem with the culture but re-
sisted the religion for its mono-
theistic viewpoints that were
radical for the time. He believes
the holiday is now an important
part of Jewish cultural expres-
sion.

“Hanukkah is about over-
coming persecution,” Rabbi
Schusterman said. “And to cel-
ebrate is to connect with the
community, to be proud of our
freedom, both as Americans
and as Jewish people. It’s a re-
ally a special time.”

Throughout the evening
Schusterman’s son Zalman will
play both Hanukkah and tradi-
tional Jewish music on the key-
board.

“For everybody who comes
out, it’s a nice sense of com-
munity connection and to cel-
ebrate the pride of who we are,”
Schusterman said.

For more information on
the event, visit tinyurl.com/
ywbayS5rs.



community

‘Nutcracker’ is a community celebration

By Duanni Hurd

Special to the Town Crier

Theater Review

he Western Ballet’s
“Nutcracker” is a cher-
ished community pride.

Amid drizzling rain at the
Mountain View Center for the
Performing Arts, the Dec. 14
performance of “Nutcracker”
drew fans, friends and families
of the ballet school. Children
and adults full of joy, cheer
and holiday spirit arrived in
excitement and anticipation
of a journey to the Land of the
Sweets, a magical world filled
with beloved characters of one
of the most classic holiday tra-
ditions.

P.I. Tchaikovsky’s iconic
score was choreographed by
Yanis Pikieris, a Colombian-
Venezuelan dancer and chore-
ographer with a distinguished
international career.

The “Nutcracker” holds a
pivotal place in Western Bal-
let’s educational program, per
Eileen Zubiria, instructor and
president of the board of direc-
tors, “It serves as a ‘ladder of

Fdward Jones

Suite 1B

650-948-4886

COURTESY OF WESTERN BALLET

High school seniors Margot Zelkha and Zoe Lin, as well as Maggie
Zhang, a junior, and Nao Wegner, a sophomore, shared the leading
role of Clara, pictured above, in Western Ballet’s ‘Nutcracker.’

roles,” with students progress-
ing over the years, from elves
and angels to the production’s
principal characters. This pro-
gression fosters dedication,
imagination and growth, mak-
ing it a milestone for each stu-
dent’s journey in ballet.” In ad-
dition, the production features
strong community support by
involving not only students but
also families — parents, grand-
parents and siblings - to par-

ticipate together on stage as
characters, or off stage as tech
or stage crews.

This season’s casting exem-
plified the school’s mission as a
community institution to nur-
ture talent at every level. A to-
tal of 140 performers of all ages
participated in the production.

Leading roles featured
veteran artists as well as

See NUTCRACKER, Page 12

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Cynthia A Wemyss, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor

339 S San Antonio Road
Los Altos, CA 94022

cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com

edwardjones.com
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Forbes Top Best-in-State Wealth Advisors
Named to the 2024 Forbes Top Best-in-State Wealth Advisors in California, Ranked #152
(Published 4/2024, research by SHOOK Research LLC, data as of 6/2023. Compensation provided for using, not obtaining, the rating.)

Celebrate the Season with Holiday Flavors

SCAN QR CODE
TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION

§ [ @RosewoodSandHill

los altos :
S history (@
museum 2o

#1705 Altos Town Crier

Support the Los Altos History Museum
through our Annual Appeal' Your
donation keeps our doors open
and funds our exhibits, collections,
programs, and events. Donate today
at losaltoshistory.org/support/donate.

Discover artifacts and photographs
from Los Altos organizations and
clubs, past and present, in a new
display in the Community Corner
within the Museum’s Permanent
Exhibition. Opening Dec 19.

Explore the history of Hidden Villa,
from its earliest inhabitants to its
historic landmarks and those who
brought it to life. Rooted in Time:
Journey through Hidden Villa is on
display through Mar 9, 2025.

Give the gift of a Museum membership! I .
Your recipient will enjoy a year of free —
or discounted admission to educational
programs and family-friendly events.
Make a difference by donating at
losaltoshistory.org/support/join.

Gift

Membership

FREE ADMISSION TO EXHIBITS!

Los Altos History Museum * 51 So. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos
650-948-9427 - losaltoshistory.org
OPEN THURS-SUN, NOON - 4PM

December 25, 2024 | Los Altos Town Crier | Page 11
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Our Services: * Fence installation
* Lawn maintenance - Irrigation systems
* Landscaping * New lawns

* Clean up * Lights installation

CALL 650-279-3748 FOR INQUIRIES

mac smart

Macintosh Computer Support

For over 23 years, Liz O’Brien has owned and operated
MacSmart Computer Services. She helps Home
Users, Small Businesses and Seniors with all
computer and electronic help.

 All work done at your location!

* We Support Mac & PC’s & iPhones & iPads,

* Apple TV (+), Roku, etc.

« Internet and Wi-Fi issues, Routers, Printers,

* We explain and resolve iCloud, Passwords, Malware and
all computer questions!

* We're also offering classes.

650-596-9787
408-393-0977

WWww.macsmart.com
liz@macsmart.com

NEIL SUNDBLAD
CONSTRUCTION

Carpentry, decks, fences,
remodels, handyman, finished

carpentry, earthquake retrofits.
License# 759225

(408) 307-7184

4:30 PM

o CORNER OF
Q MAIN AND
SUNDAY, DEC. 28 C 2]

STATE STREETS

LIVE MUSIC & FIRESHOW BY ZALMAN - LATKES
DONUTS - SPECIAL CHANUKAH GIVEAWAY FOR KIDS!

Community

‘A Sunken Town’ shows how
life is all about the unknown

By Brandon Roth
Staff Writer/brandonr@latc.com

ife has many turns. You

I think you have a grasp on

the decisions you make,

but there is always something

around the corner that can give
your life new meaning.

Karen Nelson, a Los Altos
native, travel writer and co-
founder of the nonprofit Writ-
ing By Writers, said she found
herselfin an unpredictable situ-
ation right after college that she
never saw coming. This prompt-
ed her to write her debut novel,
“The Sunken Town,” about
a 30-year-old woman named
Lindsay who unexpectedly
inheritsherbirthmotherClaire’s
farmhouse in Maine which
forces her to confront her fam-
ily’s secrets.

Nelson’s inspiration for her
novel came from her experience
in Colby College in Waterville,
Maine, when her boyfriend’s
boss asked them to live in the
home of a woman who tragicaly
passed away after getting hit by
a car. His boss was an executor
of the woman’s estate, and she
had no relatives to inherit her
property. Suddenly, Nelson and
her boyfriend found themselves
taking care of the woman’s dog
and maintaining the property
until everything was in order.

Nelson originally wrote a
300-page short story about her
time living in the house, but
she shelved it for a few years. It
wasn’t until she began her non-
profit that her colleague and
tellow faculty member Richard
Bausen inspired her to relook
at her original idea. With his

guidance, she revisited her past
and combined her love of Dark
Academia novels such as “The
Secret History” to create a new
fictional story.

“I'still wanted to write about
my experiences in a small col-
lege town, so I started writing
a novel similar to Colby and
realized I was writing a layer
to my other book that was
tucked away,” Nelson said. “I
soon was writing about Lind-
say’s birth mother and having
a whole section about how she
got pregnant and why she gave
up Lindsay for adoption. I took
my earlier novel off the drawer
and it was a kind of prequel.”

Nelson did not feel the pres-
sure to write every day. The
novel taught her to block off
time in her day and not feel ob-
ligated to get something done
all at once. She only wrote
when she could, she said, and
even while teaching, she man-
aged to find some time to put
words down.

Instead of self-isolating
while writing the novel, she
surrounded herself with a com-
munity that helped her meet
her goals. Nelson is fortunate
to be part of a writing group
for the last 20 years that she
could trust and that would help
proofread. She also found that
being around writers in her
workshops helped her with dif-
ferent expert opinions on her
craft.

“I've heard many people in
the writing world share their
ideas,” Nelson said. “It is like I
got an MFA 5,000 times over. It
is wonderful to hear new peo-

ple write and learn about their
process and what they have to
say about dialogue. It’s like hav-
ing a continual education. And
as far as the publishing side, it’s
been lovely because many peo-
ple have been willing to help
me, critique or introduce me to
people.”

Nelson is excited for those to
read “The Sunken Town” to get
a sense of Maine’s natural beau-
ty. She hopes people can reso-
nate with the landscape along-
side the characters. Nelson said
the book is a personal journey
for Lindsay to uncover the
cultural differences between
California and New England.
Nelson was able to include lo-
cal references to Maine such as
snow golf and Ben & Jerry’s for
readers to become more famil-
iar with the setting.

“When it comes to fiction,
it is kind of the landscape of a
place like Maine that had reso-
nated with me,” Nelson said.
“In the next book that I have
coming out soon, I used to go to
summer camp up at the Feather
River Canyon here in Califor-
nia, and that’s a landscape that
stuck with me. That area is
where one of the terrible fires
happened in the last couple
of years, so I don’t even know
what’s still there at this point.”

Nelson said her debut novel
is currently available in both
digital and print formats on
Amazon and in local book-
stores.

To learn more about the
book or to purchase a digital
copy, visit tinyurl.com/mr2vh-
vz7.

Call (650)691-9671 or visit Homelnstead.com/168
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professional performers and aspiring young pro-
fessionals. Alexi Zubiria and David Fonnegra
shared the role of Drosselmeyer. High school
seniors Margot Zelkha and Zoe Lin, as well as
Maggie Zhang, ajunior, and Nao Wegner, a soph-
omore, shared the leading role of Clara. Western
Ballet’s Alison Share and guest artist Sakura Oka
took the role of Sugarplum Fairy. High school
seniors Nikita Berevoescu, Zoe Lin and Margot
Zelkha took roles in “Snow Pas de Deux” and
“Arabian Pas de Deux,” paired with guest artists
Thosvany Rodriguez and Jeriel Garcia.

Recent graduates Sarah Conover Hui and Po-
lina Bortok returned from college to dance in the
production. Sarah, who took the role of Dew-
drop Fairy, is pursuing a BFA in ballet at the Uni-
versity of Utah, and Polina is majoring in chemi-
cal biology at UC Berkeley and dancing with the

Ballet Company at Berkeley. Two of the featured
performers, Juliann Forbes and Shannon Hearn,
work in the Silicon Valley tech industry and have
rekindled their passion for ballet in Western Bal-
let’s Open Program, enabling them to perform
alongside the skilled Youth Company.

Stories of growth and success were cheerfully
shared at the “Sweet Tea Party” after the show
in the lobby, where performers greeted the audi-
ence in costumes, celebrating the love for ballet.
The Youth Company were in particularly joyful
spirit, hugging friends and family and snapping
photos with their teachers. Indeed, what better
way to celebrate an unforgettable performance
than to embrace it in such a supportive and in-
clusive community?

Western Ballet, a non profit institution, was
founded in 1976 to meet the needs of a local bal-
let dance school in Silicon Valley, with a mission
of making the performing art of classical ballet
accessible to the general public.



Stepping Out

A winter wonderland fills the Pemberley estate

By Brandon Roth
Staff Writer/brandonr@latc.com

Q_ delightful evening in the
egency era is upon you.

TheatreWorks is introduc-
ing a play of romance, comedy
and family drama to local audi-
ences at the Lucie Stern Theatre
for one last time this weekend
with four of the five Bennet sis-
ters from Jane Austen’s novel
“Pride and Prejudice” in the se-
quel “Miss Bennet: Christmas
at Pemberley.” In this play, the
Bennet sisters are invited to a
Christmas party at Elizabeth
(Kausar Mohammed) and Fitz-
william Darcy’s (Adam Griffith)
Pemberley estate and provide
an update of the sisters two
years after from where the novel
left off.

The sequel was created by
Bay Area playwrights Lauren
Gunderson and Margot Melcon
and became one of the most
performed plays in 2018.

When you watch the play,
you feel like you are invited into
someone’s home for the holi-
days. There are many details to
get distracted by throughout
the performance, from the col-
orful - probably homemade -
wreaths hanging on the walls,
the large red-ribboned tree with

ornaments and garland ar-
ranged on the table. This special
tale really came to life with the
decorations, showing how peo-
ple of the upper class celebrated
the holidays.

Although the Darcy rela-
tionship was the main focus
of “Pride and Prejudice,” this
story concnerned Mary Bennet
(Elissa Beth Stebbins) and how
she approaches marriage, edu-
cation and self-determination.
Stebbins brought out an intel-
ligent portrayal of the character
who is more into her books than
gossiping about men with her
sisters Elizabeth, Jane Bingley
(Amanda Pulcini) and Lydia
Wickham (Sophie Oda). It was
unusual for a woman at the
time to be unmarried, but Mary
did not care about how people
thought of her. We see her talk
with passion about her studies
of sciences and philosophy and
frown upon the trivial topics her
sisters brought up.

Mary convinced herself that
she did not need a man, but in
this story, we learn there is al-
ways someone out there for ev-
eryone. Arthur De Bourgh (Da-
vid Toshiro Crane), a cousin of
Fitzwilliam Darcy, was invited
to the party of the Bennet sisters

in ‘Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberiey’

| |-

COURTESY OF KEVIN BERNE
The Bennet sisters and their husbands are intrigued by the arrival of a Lord (David Toshiro

Crane - center) in TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s “Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley,” per-
forming Dec. 4-29 at Lucie Stern Theatre.

after finding out he became heir
to his aunt Lady Catherine De
Bourgh’s fortune. Although Ar-
thur is now a rich man and ex-
pected to participate in society
as a lord, he is inexperienced in
small talk conversation. Crane
portrays him as a shy man who
hasn’t been exposed to high so-
ciety before.

Throughout the play, Lydia,
the mischievous sister, tries to
flirt with Arthur despite her
marriage with George Wick-
ham, but there is no denying Ar-
thur and Mary have an organic
chemistry ready to be explored.
Arthur immediately was drawn
in a platonic way to Mary for her
intellect and their similar inter-
ests.

The audience will have a great
time watching this play with the
beautiful gowns and eccentric
personalities of the sisters who
try to get into each other’s busi-
ness. Any tale from this period
will show you a standard view
of relationships, but this play re-
verses the notion that there are
many forms of love and if one
chooses to pursue their passions
instead, it should not be a dis-
sapointment.

For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit theatreworks.org.
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Schools

MVHS students take part in statewide conference on education

By Shaona Das

Town Crier Editorial Intern

Five students from Moun-
tain View High School
were among the nearly 80
students throughout Califor-
nia who participated in last
month’s statewide Student
Advisory Board on Education
(SABE) conference in Sacra-
mento.

Katie Pleitez Barahon,
Amanda Jane Ford, Joaquin
Garcia Bueno, Adamari Maay
Bautista and Raul Carrera
- members of MVHS’s Ad-
vancement Via Individual De-
termination (AVID) program
- worked with other students
on proposals to improve edu-
cation. The California Asso-
ciation of Student Councils or-
ganized the annual event, held
Now. 10-13.

“(SABE) consists of a group
of student representatives

from various high schools
across California who collabo-
rate to discuss educational is-
sues, propose solutions and
advocate for changes to the
state Senate,” Ford said. “The

ultimate goal is to craft a fea-
sible, sustainable and effective
proposal to the state Board of
Education on the third day.”

Manisha Shah, one of
MVHS AVID’s lead mentors,
said she encouraged the stu-
dents to apply for the confer-
ence, which she and her hus-
band both attended when they
were in high school.

“In the students them-
selves, what I’ve seen is that it
took a lot of courage to raise
their hand and say they want-
ed to do this thing. They didn’t
know a whole lot about it,”
Shah said. “It can be intimi-
dating to think about going
before the state Board of Edu-
cation. So I was really proud
that they had the courage to
raise their hand and want to be
able to share their voice.”

The interested MVHS
AVID students completed ap-
plications, which were evalu-
ated by conference leaders
and judged on their passion for
education reform and involve-
ment in their community.

Prior to the conference,

Jor .All
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COURTESY OF CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF STUDENT COUNCILS

Mountain View High students, from left: Amanda Ford, Joaquin Garcia Bueno, Raul Carrera,
Katie Pleitez and Adamari Maay Bautista attend November’s California Association of Student
Councils conference in Sacramento.

attendees submitted ideas
for proposals, which were
narrowed down to five top-
ics students could focus their
research on throughout the
week, such as equity in educa-
tional policy and supporting
multilingual learners. Stu-
dents split into groups to fur-
ther research their topics and
plan proposals. Each day of
the conference, the attendees
held discussions and brain-
storming sessions, coming up
with ideas for their proposals,
eventually narrowing their
topic.

“We agreed to focus specif-
ically on equity and education
for special needs,” Ford said.
“We recognized the issue was
that there was too little inclu-
sion, specialized support and
understanding, and too much
segregation, bullying and dis-
parities. To address this issue,
I suggested to my group that
we do a peer mentorship pro-
gram, whether that’s in the
form of tutoring or buddy sys-
tems.”

While working on their
proposals, Ford said attend-
ees met with superintendents
from several school districts,
pitched their proposals to rep-
resentatives at the state Capi-
tol and practiced their pre-
sentation in front of panels,

acquiring feedback.

“The panelists were just
people who worked in the ed-
ucation system. I know one of
them was Naomi Eason, and
she was the chief of research
and education policy,” Bara-
hon said. “I know that most
of them really connected to
the issues that we were talking
about and agreed that this was
something that should be done
because we had proposed a pi-
lot program.”

On the final day, attendees
presented their final proposals
to the board.

“It was really important
for me to be there and have a
proposal which had to do with
students that are coming into
California schools, because
there’s a lot of students that
come from different coun-
tries,” Barahon said. “As a La-
tino student, I feel like there’s
not Latin representation, es-
pecially coming to places like
this. I feel like it’s really impor-
tant to me just to have the Lat-
in perspective for students.”

Bautista went into the con-
ference not knowing what

to expect.

“I thought it was going to
be like a kind of a thing where
you just were in a room with
the computer and just doing
research, looking through ar-
ticles and putting (together)
a proposal, and that’s it. But
honestly, it was the complete
opposite,” Bautista said. “I just
got to connect with my group
and different students from all
over California, which I find
super amazing.”

Carrera added that “the
conference has encouraged
me to start doing leadership at
my school. (It) has empowered
me to want to also practice my
verbal articulation and prac-
tice public speaking.”

Ford described the confer-
ence as “an inspiring experi-
ence. I am on various school
boards, whether it’s for the
district or within just my
school, and it’s pushing me to
take advantage of my roles in
those and to make change for
the better. SABE teaches you
that you are capable, you can
make change, you can be a
part of something.”

To pitch a story for Schools,
email section editor
Brandon Roth at brandonr@latc.com
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Mountain View basketbhall
aims to impress

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

ountain View (5-1) is off to
a hot start, with the team’s
hopes for the rest of the sea-

son riding on the play of focal points
Jayden Minor and forward Jaden Feller.

Minor, a point guard known for mak-
ing plays through his passing and vision,
and Feller, a stretch forward with a good
jump shot and a wide range of back-to-
the-basket post moves, are seniors who
will be expected to keep the team cohe-
sive on the floor, Mountain View boys
basketball coach Kevin Mack said.

“The expectations we have for them
are pretty high,” Mack said. “I think
they put that same expectation on them-
selves. They are two of our captains and
our leaders. Theyre shouldering a lot
of weight, but I like the group we have
around them as well.”

The pair were both named to the San-
ta Clara Valley Athletic League De Anza
Division all-league first team last year,
and Mack believes both have improved
since last year, noting Minor has taken
his game to the next level when it comes
to shooting the 3-pointer and getting to

Spartan girls ready for fast-paced season

the rim and finishing.

“He knows how to find guys in win-
dows and make passes most people can’t
see,” Mack said of Minor. I think he’s
done that for a long time, but I think
what he’s gotten really better at and ex-
panded is his outside shooting. I think
his outside shooting has gotten way
more consistent. He spent a lot of time in
the offseason working on his jump shot.”

Mack noted that Feller has also made
strides in the offseason to improve as-
pects of his game.

“His ball handling and playmaking
from the perimeter off the dribble is
something he has gotten really better
at,” Mack said of Feller. “That’s some-
thing to look for, and some of the stuff
we do offensively will have him on the
perimeter, getting to the rim and doing
some things off the dribble.”

The Spartans have four returning
starters and several shooters available
to provide scoring outside Minor and
Feller, with sophomore Diego Inocen-
cio, guard Ben Maller and senior Will
Chesley providing scoring. The team has
18 total players.

“We shoot the ball really well,” Mack

said. “Obviously, we don’t want to live
and die by the three every night, but we
can shoot it really well. We have compli-
mentary guys who can fill in for those
two main guys. If teams want to key in
on both (Minor and Feller) we have some
other guys who can do some things."

Mountain View does not have a lot of
size this year and will try to speed the
game up and create turnovers on the de-
fensive end while relying on speed and
shooting on the offensive end.

“Teams are going to be bigger than us
at times, especially in our league, so for
us it’s going to be the little things, can
we create turnovers, can we speed the
game, can we get downhill off the drib-
ble,” Mack said.

The Spartans went 16-9 last season
and finished third in the Santa Clara
Valley Athletic League De Anza Divi-
sion, losing in the first round of the Cen-
tral Coast Section Division I playoffs
against Everett Alvarez last year. The
team hopes to win the De Anza Division
and compete in the Central Coast Sec-
tion playoffs. Mack believes every league
game will be a battle to win because of
how tough and balanced the league is,
with Los Gatos, Milpitas and Palo Alto
all in the mix with Mountain View for
the top four league spots.

“I think if we do the right things, we
will be in the mix,” Mack said.

T.MALLIE BRATHWAITE/TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO
Mountain View guard Jayden Minor.

By Curtis Driscoll
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

o go far in the Central Coast Section play-

I offs, Mountain View girls basketball coach

Xavier Cook knows the Spartans’ (2-2)
high-intensity press will need to set the standard all
season.

The Spartans employ a 2-2-1 style aimed at caus-
ing turnovers defensively and generating shots in
transition play, similar to last year’s suffocating style.

“We want to press you for 32 minutes,” Cook
said. “That’s how we want to play. We want to press
you the whole game; we want to stay in your face.
We want to make you have to work.”

Mountain View returns eight players from last
year and two of its key starters in seniors Alana Her-
nandez and Ellie Westgate. Hernandez was named
to the SCVAL El Camino Division all-league first
team last year and is averaging around 21 points per
game this season, while Westgate was on the second
team. Hernandez is the team’s best scorer, while
Westgate has gotten more confidence in shooting
the 3-ball and has gotten more comfortable shoot-
ing the ball instead of passing, with Cook noting he
wants to see her become more of a scorer.

The Spartans will also expect contributions from
a large freshman class, with forward Emilia Corn-
fors-Gurovski and guard Kamya Patwardhan start-
ing, while guard Fiona Lee and forward Claire Feng
are coming off the bench.

“Since I've had the team, it might be the best
freshman class I've had since I've been here,” Cook
said.

Patwardhan has been a fireplug so far, with Cook

recognizing early on she and Cornfors-Gurovski
would make the starting lineup. Cook knew the
team had a post player in Cornfors-Gurovski when
she first walked through the door.

“She’s still learning how to play basketball at this
level with girls who are older,” Cook said of Corn-
fors-Gurovski. “She’s probably always played with
girls who are younger than her or the same age.”

Cook’s focus is getting the freshmen up to speed
with the rest of the team.

“We are taking senior girls and freshman girls
who know nothing about each other, and you're ask-
ing them to play together and come out with a great
finished product,” Cook said. “They’re all still learn-
ing how to play with each other.”

The Spartans’ pressing style also requires a lot of
players to ensure there are enough fresh players to
sub in as the Spartans try to tire out the opponent.
Cook said the team has more depth than last year,
which will help with 10 players rotating in already
this season, with the main focus now on fine-tuning
roles and placement within the press.

“It’s like opening a box of something new, let
me pull all the pieces out of the box, put it on the
ground, then you put the whole thing together and
make sure you didn’t leave any pieces out, that’skind
of us right now,” Cook said. “It’s putting all those
partsin all the right places.”

Cook sees Santa Clara and Gunn as league con-
tenders and hopes to go further in the Central Coast
Section Division I playoffs. The team has gotten to
the second round the last few years, with the goal
this year to go beyond that and compete for a CCS
title.
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Your Home

Add a little garden diversity with native wildflowers

By Tanya Kucak

ittle things run the world. In na-
Lture, the little things that run the

world are dynamically balanced.
With greater diversity comes a more
finely tuned series of checks and bal-
ances and a healthier ecological system.
A monoculture such as a lawn, or the use
of pesticides, reduces diversity and can
throw your local ecology out of whack.
To bring things back toward balance,
or simply to increase diversity, you can
add native plants. Natives support the
highest diversity of life, from the many
caterpillars essential for feeding baby
songbirds to the pollinators and other
beneficial insects essential for flowers
and edible crops. The ideal is a yard
planted with at least half natives. But
no planting is too small. Even a small
container planted with natives can help,
since it’s the little things that matter.

For the most colorful springtime
flower show, plant native wildflower
seeds. The beginning of the rainy season
is the best time to sow many of these
seeds, but the beginning of winter is not
too late.
Many spring-blooming wildflowers

are a manageable size, less than a foot

Native Plants

high and wide. Wildflowers can fill the
space between slower-growing trees or
shrubs, add color to a meadow, or define
path edges. You can sow them in place,
or grow different varieties in 4-inch pots
to be transplanted later.

In a container, use a well-draining
potting mix. In the ground, choose a
weed-free area, then rake them in and
walk over the area for good seed-to-
soil contact. Birds will eat unprotected
seeds! If you are sowing packets of
different wildflowers in the garden, it’s
a good idea to sow a few seeds of each in
small labeled containers so that you will
be able to identify emerging seedlings.
Some choices are:

« Pink flowers: Farewell to Spring
(Clarkia amoena) and other Clarkias.

« Blue flowers: Bird’s-Eye Gilia (Gilia
tricolor), Globe Gilia (G. capitata), Baby
Blue Eyes (Nemophila menziesii), Five-
Spot (N. maculata), Desert Bluebells
(Phacelia campanularia), Lupines, and

Chinese Houses (Collinsia heterophylla).

« Yellow flowers: Tidy Tips (Layia
platyglossa), Meadowfoam (Limnan-

thes douglasii), Goldfields (Lasthenia
californica), Tufted poppy (Eschscholzia
caespitosa) and the orange California
poppy (E. californica). Tarweed (Madia
elegans) and Sunflower (Helianthus an-
nuus) are tall, robust plants that bloom
from summer into fall.

Once the spring flowers set seed, you
can leave the seeds for birds to eat, col-
lect them to sow next fall, or if the area
is not watered in the summer, let them
fall to the ground to see if they flourish
again the following year.

Reliable online seed sources for
California native wildflowers are Larner
Seeds (larnerseeds.com) and Theodore
Payne Foundation (theodorepayne.org).
For less-common varieties, try Seed
Hunt (seedhunt.com) or the California
collection at Nature’s Seed (naturesseed.
com/california-seeds/). On other sites,
such as Amazon, packets of “California
wildflowers” often include nonnatives
(scarlet flax, calendula and Shasta daisy,
for example) that can dominate the mix
and become weedy. Instead, look for

“California native wildflowers” and care-

fully read the label.

Finally, the Santa Clara Valley
chapter of the California Native Plant
Society sometimes offers seeds or plants

PHOTO COURTESY OF TANYA KUCAK

Native flowers can be quite colorful.
at the regular meetings (cnps-scv.org).
Another alternative is to buy 4-inch pots
of native wildflowers. You may be able to
find native annuals in late winter to early
spring at local nurseries, or at Linda
Vista Natives in Saratoga; Yerba Buena
Nursery in Half Moon Bay; or Rich-
mond-based Curious Flora or Watershed
Nursery.

Tanya Kucak gardens organically.
You can reach her at tanyagarden@
gmail.com.
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By Lyn Rogers

cc or every minute
F spent organizing, an
hour is earned.” -
Anonymous
Lots of articles have ideas
about the best areas in your
home where you should start
organizing: your closets, the
pantry, or your garage are some
of the examples. They will
explain why organizing these
areas first will change your life.
When I work with clients, I
take a different route, and the
reasons why for the first area
may literally save your life.
When I walk into someone’s
home, I say out loud, “I need to
see floor.” Covering the floor
with excesses of paper piles,
toys, boxes or anything else is
a sure way to cause a fall. If you
had an emergency and the para-
medics needed to come in with
a gurney, would they be able to
safely access you or your family
member? Would you be able to
reach a phone to call for help?
I had a senior client who was
immobilized on his floor for
two days, because every time

he tried to stand, he would slip
and fall due to the many piles of
paper everywhere in his living
room.

Safety should be your num-
ber one reason to get organized.
Tripping hazards are one
reason, but I also see piles of
unknown items in garages and
elsewhere that could have ro-
dent nests underneath. If those
piles haven’t been unearthed in
a long time, you will need to use
protective gear to unpack them,
just in case.

Secondly, I suggest clearing
the areas you see first when you
walk into a room. Start with the
front entryway. Is it a welcom-
ing sight, or are you greeted by
donation boxes, shoes scattered
everywhere, or a jumble of
coats and toys? Do you feel a
sense of peace and calm?

Your home and every room
within should greet you with a
sense of joy, instead of dread.

It should express the very best
parts of you. We declutter and
organize for ourselves and our
family first. It’s self-care and
shows how much we cherish
those we live with.

Conquering
Clutter

If macro-organizing works
best in your home, open bins
and baskets in a closet takes the
stress out of clearing the floors
and surfaces. A quick 10-minute
tidy in the morning and at night
is a stress-free way to work
toward a safer home, if it’s too
overwhelming to start a bigger
project. Enlist help if it’s too
much for you. There is nothing
embarrassing in saying, “I need
a friend to at least sit with me
while I accomplish these tasks.”

It’s more common than we
realize that most of us struggle
to finish tasks. Procrastination
affects approximately 20-42%
of us (depending on the poll) on
a daily basis and up to 95% of us
procrastinate some of the time.
Baby steps are still steps.

Los Altos Hills resident Lyn
Rogers, a professional orga-
nizer, is owner and CEO of
Lyn At Your Service. For more
information, visit LynAtY-
ourService.com.
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‘Tis the season for giving: Charity donations help you and others

By Artie Green

or some, the end-of-
Fyear holidays engender

thoughts of helping those
less fortunate. For others, it’s
a time to develop strategies
to save on taxes. Charitable
giving allows you to achieve
both goals. However, what if
you would like to help but don’t
yet know to which charities
you would like to contribute?
One of the most flexible ways
to address this is by utilizing a
donor-advised fund (DAF).

A DAF is a fund similar to
a401(k) sponsored and ad-
ministered by a public charity
for the purpose of managing
charitable donations to other
organizations on your behalf.

It offers you the opportunity to
donate money and get an im-
mediate tax deduction before
deciding on which charities
you would like to fund. Rather
than making donations directly
to your favorite charities, you

can donate the money to a DAF
and then in the future direct
grants to those charities from
the DAF. For high net wealth
individuals and families a DAF
provides simpler accounting,
higher tax deduction limits,
and less strict payout require-
ments as compared to creating
your own private foundation.
However, not all DAFs are the
same, so selecting the most ap-
propriate one can be challeng-
ing. Here are some questions
to ask the sponsoring organiza-
tions to help find the right DAF
for you.

« What types of grants will
the DAF sponsoring organiza-
tion approve? Generally DAFs
are able to support most 501(c)
(3) organizations, but there are
sometimes restrictions (such as
religious or international). If
you cannot support your favor-
ite charities through the fund,
it’s probably not for you.

o Will the DAF accept
assets other than cash for

Nest Egg
Briefs

funding? Many DAFs accept
publicly traded stock, privately-
held company stock, real
estate, life insurance and even
art and collectables.

o What are the investment
options? Is there a minimum
account size? Some DAF spon-
sors allow donors or their fi-
nancial advisors to manage the
funds within the DAF them-
selves. This may be of value
to you if you plan on making
distributions over a long period
of time.

o What is the process for
making grants from the fund?
Is there a minimum amount?
Can it be done by phone or
online? Is there an approval
process? What are the costs?

» What resources are pro-
vided to help clients identify
causes or charities and plan

their giving? If you know ex-
actly what charities you want to
support, you won’t need such
help. But some sponsoring
organizations additionally help
educate their DAF account
holders on local needs as well
as how to be more effective
donors. Working with such
organizations could help you
develop a greater sense of pride
and satisfaction through your
charitable giving.

o Can the assets in a DAF ac-
count be transferred to another
DAF sponsor? You may want
to change in the future for any
number of reasons, or may
simply prefer not being locked
in.

o What happens when the
DAF account creator is no
longer alive? Can successor
trustees be named? Can the
DAF holder designate charita-
ble beneficiaries to receive the
final amount in the fund?

When it comes to selecting
a DAF, there is no shortage of

Invest in Beautiful Portland, Oregon

7450 SW Canyon Rd., Portland, OR | .58 acre Lot | $789,000

choices. The largest national
DAFs are run by brokerage
houses Fidelity, Schwab and
Vanguard. If you are more
inclined to support your local
community, there is the Los
Altos Mountain View Com-
munity Foundation right in our
own backyard. The LAMVCF
not only supports national
charities through their DAF
but local nonprofits as well.
Regardless of your preference,
DAFs remain an excellent
vehicle through which you can
accomplish good in the com-
munity while at the same time
saving on your taxes.

Los Altos
resident Artie
Green is found-
er of Cognizant
Wealth Advi-
sors (DBA:
Perigon Wealth
Management, LLC, aregis-
tered investment advisor).
For more information, visit
cognizantwealth.com.

This Portland, Oregon house with 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, an office and a pool is a dream home! With
its blend of luxurious details and practical features,
enjoy entertaining and everyday living. The extensive
new decks, along with the heated pool and hot tub, offer
fantastic outdoor spaces for relaxation and gatherings.
The private driveway and ample parking are great for
hosting visitors, and its proximity to both downtown
Portland and Beaverton adds to its convenience.
Inside, the home boasts rich details such as hardwood
and tile floors, coffered ceilings, and extensive crown
molding. The formal dining room and family room
with built-ins add to its charm. The gourmet kitchen
with quartz counters, custom cabinets, and stainless-
steel appliances is a highlight, along with the elegant
primary suite featuring a huge walk-in closet, sitting
room, and fireplace. The sunroom/office with a view
of trees & garden, and the large laundry room are
excellent additions.

W
Windermere

REAL ESTATE
WINDERMERE REALTY TRUST

== PERRY THOORSELL

Broker
License: 201237108
MosiLe: (650) 283-6785

Orrice: (503) 497-2086 EmaiL: PERRYTHOORSELL@WINDERMERE.COM
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Public Notices

BAANI
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN711969

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: BAANI,
175 Ortega Ave, Mountain View,
CA, 94040, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): KNR SQUARE CAPI-
TAL LLC, INC, 175 Ortega Ave,
Mountain View, CA 94040.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Nidhi Sharma /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/13/2024.
(12-25-24,01-01,08,15-25)

318-T
SUMMONS
Civil Action No. 4:24-cv-02422-
HSG

Norman Intertrade, Ltd v. Bon-
Woong Koo and the Estate of
Cha-Hong Koo

BON-WOONG KOO
243 Angela Drive
Los Altos, CA 94022, USA

AND

THE ESTATE OF CHA-HONG KOO
243 Angela Drive
Los Altos, CA 94022, USA

A lawsuit has been filed against
you. Within 21 days after service of
this summons on you (not count-
ing the day you received it) — or 60
days if you are the United States
or a United States agency, or an
officer or employee of the United
States described in Fed. R. Civ. P.
12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve
on the plaintiff an answer to the
attached complaint or a mo-
tion under Rule 12 of the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure. The an-
swer or motion must be served
on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attor-
ney, whose name and address are:

Hayes P. Hyde

Goodwin Procter LLP

525 Market Street, 32nd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105

Tel: +1 415 733 6044

Fax: +1 415 390 7975

If you fail to respond, judgment
by default will be entered against
you for the relief demanded in the
complaint. You also must file your
answer or motion with the court

Date: 4/29/24

CLERK OF COURT

Mark B. Busby

s/

Signature of Clerk of Deputy Clerk

(12-25-24,01-01,08,15,22,29-25)
317-T

CALIFORNIA CLOSETS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN711944

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
CALIFORNIA CLOSETS, 1865
South 10th Street, San Jose,
CA, 95112, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address of
the registrant(s) is (are): THE EM-
PEROR’S CLOSET, INC, 1865 South
10th Street, San Jose, CA 95112.
Registrant began transact-

ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 10/01/1995.
/S/ Eric Baggiolini /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/13/2024.
(12-25-24,01-01,08,15-25)

316-T

QUIXOTEFILMS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN711265

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: QUIXOTE-
FILMS, 2308 Park Ave, Santa Clara,
CA, 95050, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Arturo Cervantes-Gomez, 2308
Park Ave, Santa Clara, CA 95050.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 10/31/2019.
/S/ Arturo Cervantes Gomez /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/18/2024.
(12-25-24,01-01,08,15-25)

315-T

PAPILLON KITCHEN & BATH
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN711876

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: PA-
PILLON KITCHEN & BATH, 147
Main Street, Los Altos, CA,
94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): PAPILLON LLC, 147 Main
Street, Los Altos, CA 94022.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 09/01/2024.
/S/ Gina Viscusi Elson /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/11/2024.
(12-25-24,01-01,08,15-25)

314-T

TOTAL CLEANING!
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN711813

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
TOTAL CLEANING!, 1050 Crest-
view Dr #112, Mountain View,
CA, 94040, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Milton Saravia, 1050 Crestview Dr
#112, Mountain View, CA 94040.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 12/09/2024.
/S/ Milton Saravia /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/09/2024.
(12-18,25-24,01-01,08-25)

312-T

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
KIRK HAGGSTROM
CASE NO. 24PR198665

To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
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persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: KIRK HAGGSTROM
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by DARREN WALLACE in
the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests
that DARREN WALLACE be appoint-
ed as personal representative to ad-
minister the estate of the decedent.
The Petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow
the personal representative to
take many actions without obtain-
ing court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions,
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition
will be held in this court on
01/27/2025 at 9:01AM in Dept.
2 located at 191 NORTH FIRST
STREET, SAN JOSE, CA 95113.
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your ob-
jections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to
you of a notice under section 9052
of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner: MARINA
MODLIN, 800 W. EL CAMINO REAL,
STE. 180, MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA
94040, Telephone: (800) 991-3070
12/18, 12/25/24, 1/1/25
CNS-3872824T7H%
LOS ALTOS TOWN CRIER
(12-18,25-24,01-01-25)

311-T

SNAP FITNESS LOS ALTOS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN711580

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: (1) SNAP
FITNESS LOS ALTOS, (2) SNAP FIT-
NESS, 955 Fremont Ave, Los Altos,
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
DXK FITNESS LLC, 1828 Bel
Air Ave, San Jose, CA 95126.
Registrant began transact-

ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 11/01/2024.
/181 Derek Moore /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 12/02/2024.
(12-11,18,25-24,01-01-25)

309-T

THE REMAINING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN710709

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
THE REMAINING, 2184 Fair-
mont Court, San Jose, CA,
95148, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a general partnership.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Chico Stokes, 2184 Fairmont
Court, San Jose, CA 95148, Mi-
chael A Renteria, 259 N Capi-
tol Ave, San Jose, CA 95127.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 10/12/2018.
/S/  Chico Stokes /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/28/2024.
(12-11,18,25-24,01-01-25)

308-T

FINA INTERNATIONAL
RELOCATION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN711547

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: FINA IN-
TERNATIONAL RELOCATION, 260
Yerba Santa Avenue, Los Altos,
CA, 94022, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Annemarie Wylie Fina, 260 Yerba
Santa Avenue, Los Altos, CA 94022.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 04/24/2014.
/S/ Annemarie W. Fina /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/27/2024.
(12-11,18,25-24,01-01-25)

306-T

REBOUND PHYSICAL THERAPY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN711375

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: REBOUND
PHYSICAL THERAPY, 621 E.
Campbell Ave, Ste. 10A, Campbell,
CA, 95008, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Rupa
Benoy Chakravarty, 1618 Peacock
Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 11/01/2024.
/S/ Rupa B Chakravarty /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/21/2024.
(12-11,18,25-24,01-01-25)

305-T

MILLENNIUM PACIFIC
TRADING CO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN711305

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: MIL-
LENNIUM PACIFIC TRADING
CO, 844 Earle Ave, San Jose,
CA, 95126, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address
of the registrant(s) is (are): MILLEN-
NIUM PACIFIC TRADING CO, 844
Earle Ave, San Jose, CA 95126.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 10/20/2019.
/81 Jin Lee /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/19/2024.
(12-11,18,25-24,01-01-25)

304-T

ENGAGE 10
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN711105

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: EN-
GAGE 1Q, 2445 Augustine Dr,
Suites 201, Santa Clara, CA,
95054, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and residence address of
the registrant(s) is (are): ENGAGE
LOGIC INC., 2445 Augustine Dr,
Suites 201, Santa Clara, CA 95054.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 12/14/2005.
/S/ Daljinder Grewal /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/13/2024.
(12-04,11,18,25-24)

303-T

KIND WITHIN COUNSELING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN711407

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: KIND
WITHIN COUNSELING, 851 Fre-
mont Ave., Suite 105, Los Altos,
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County.
The business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
Susan Louise Driscoll, PO Box
390254, Mountain View, CA 94039.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/01/2024.
/S/ Susan Louise Driscoll /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 11/22/2024.
(12-04,11,18,25-24)

301-T

$40

is usually all it costs to
publish your Fictitious
Business Name in the
Los Altos Town Crier
Email
legals@latc.com
by 2pm on Thursday

Datebook

Datebook items are run on a space-available basis
for entertainment, events, classes and groups run
by nonprofits in our circulation area (primarily
Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and Mountain View).
The deadline is noon Tuesday for the next week’s
paper. Submit notices via email to bruceb@latc.
com and include a contact name, phone number
and fee to participate (if applicable).

EVENTS

Los Altos Main Library. All events held in the main
library, 13 S. San Antonio Road, unless otherwise in-
dicated. Monday Meditation & Mindfulness, 10:30
a.m. Mondays, 10:30 a.m. Los Altos Main Library, 7
p.m., Woodland Library, 1975 Grant Road. Poetry
Community Hour Open Mic, 7 p.m., first Wednes-
day of every month; Bay Area Games Day, 10 a.m. to
8 p.m., third Saturday of every month. Other events:
Yan Can Cook Live with Chef Martin Yan, 7 p.m. Jan.
14. Yan prepares Asian dishes from his two new cook-
books, “The Best of Yan Can Cook” and “MY Asian
Kitchen.” Following the culinary demonstration, Yan
will be available for a book signing and meet-and-greet
with fans; Roses - Winter Care and Pruning, 7 p.m.,
Jan. 15. Learn about how winter care and pruning
can make a big difference to healthy summer blooms.
UC Master Gardener Martha Carpenter will offer
tips on what to do right now to have healthy, vibrant
flowers next summer and will do a pruning demon-
stration; Valentine’s Day Cards With Dei, 7 p.m.,
Jan. 29. Join instructor Dei to design your own Val-
entine’s Day card. No registration necessary, and all
supplies will be provided. all programs are free and
open to the public. Los Altos Library, 13 S. San An-
tonio Road, Los Altos. 650-948-7683. Information:
sccld.org/events/losaltos.

CLUBS/GROUPS

Assistance League of Los Altos. Social and volun-
teer group sustaining “The League Shop” nonprofit
vintage and collectible store in downtown Los Al-
tos. Programs benefiting underserved infants, chil-
dren and adults within Santa Clara County. (650)
941-2410, assistanceleague.org/losaltos.

Los Altos Hills Club. Historic Los Altos Hills Club
was founded in 1958 as a social club for the women
of Los Altos Hills. Fremont Hills Country Club,
12889 Viscaino Place, Los Altos Hills. Information:
LAHClub.com.

InSpirit Healing Rooms. Healing service for
those battling an illness or injury, or feeling dis-
couraged. 7 p.m. Wednesdays. Union Church
campus, 858 University Ave., Los Altos. Inter-
denominational ministry, member of the In-
Association

ternational of Healing Rooms.

InSpiritPrayer@yahoo.com.

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR),
Los Altos Chapter. Nonpolitical women’s service
organization preserving the memory and spirit of
those who contributed to securing American in-
dependence. The chapter typically meets the third
Friday of the month. LosAltosDAR@gmail.com;
losaltos.californiadar.org.

GreenTown Los Altos. Nonpartisan group of citi-
zens helping the communities of Los Altos and Los
Altos Hills become more sustainable. Information:
greentownlosaltos.org.

See DATEBOOK, Page 19
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Foothills Amateur Radio So-
ciety. Amateur radio club serv-
ing Los Altos and local area.
Meets 7 p.m. the fourth Friday
of the month. Covington School,
205 Covington Road, Los Altos.
fars.k6ya.org.

HP Retired Employees Club. Open
to HP/Agilent retirees. Activities
include luncheons, trips (local, re-
gional and foreign), volunteer work
and more. (408) 867-5086; hp.com/
retiree.

American Association of Univer-
sity Women, Los Altos-Mountain
View branch. Open to women
(and men) with a college degree
who are interested in equity for
women and girls. (650) 207-6625;
lamv.ca.aauw.net.

Los Altos Las Madres Playgroups.
Playgroups for moms and their ba-
bies 5 and under. Meet other new
moms for weekly walks, park days
and/or indoor play dates in and
around Los Altos. Expectant moms,
new dads and other caregivers wel-
come. (650) 917-9914; lasmadres.
org.

Quota International of Mountain
View/Los Altos. Supports scholar-
ships for hearing-impaired students,
El Camino Hospital Infant Hearing
Screening Clinic, Community Ser-
vices Agency. Noon first and third
Thursdays of each month. Michael’s
at Shoreline, 2960 N. Shoreline
Blvd. Mountain View. (650) 967-
5404; quotamvla.org.

Rotary Club of Los Altos. Service
group. 12:15 p.m. Thursdays. Gar-
den House at Shoup Park, 400 Uni-
versity Ave. losaltosrotary.org.

South Bay Storytellers. 7 p.m.
third Sunday of the month.
Los Altos United Method-
ist Church, 655 Magdalena Ave.
(650) 494-1383; (650) 917-1920;
southbaystorytellers.com.

Vasa Order of America, Lindbergh
Lodge. Organization for experi-
encing the Swedish culture, open
to people of Scandinavian descent
and their families. 6:30 p.m. second
Friday of each month; supper 7 p.m.
American Legion Hall, 347 First
St., Los Altos. (650) 948-7030; (650)
773-0199.

Baha’l Faith of Los Altos. Fireside
talks. 8-9:30 p.m. Thursdays. 158
Coronado Ave., Los Altos. (650)
948-0143.

Mountain View Women’s Club.
Community service organization.
Monthly meetings. Masonic Tem-
ple, 890 Church St. (650) 967-1390.

Technology and Society Commit-
tee. 11:45 a.m. alternate Tuesdays.
Golden Wok, 895 Villa St., Moun-
tain View. (650) 969-7215 (after 6
p-m.).

Optimist Club of Palo Alto-Moun-
tain View. Luncheon meetings noon
to 1:30 p.m. first and third Tuesdays
of the month. Hyatt Rickey’s, Palo
Alto. (650) 855-1847.

SUPPORT GROUPS

Midpeninsula Widows and Widow-
ers Association. Nonprofit volunteer
group organizes activities for those
who have experienced the loss of a
spouse. Meets 1:30 to 3 p.m. the first
Tuesday of the month and 7:30 to 9
p.m. the remaining Tuesdays at the
Los Altos Lutheran Church, 460 S.
El Monte Road, Los Altos. More in-
formation at mpwwal.org.

Grief Recovery After a Substance
Passing (GRASP). Support group
provides compassion, understand-
ing and help for individuals and fam-
ilies suffering the loss of a loved one
as the result of drug use. 7-8:30 p.m.
second Wednesday of the month.
Los Altos Lutheran Church, 460 S.
El Monte Ave. To register, email es-
how818@gmail.com

WOMENSYV. Nonprofit
support group for victims of af-
fluent abusers. (650) 996-2200;
Dear-Ruth2200@gmail.com (from
safe computer/smartphone).

weekly

Los Altos Al-Anon. Confidential
support and tools for families and
friends affected by another person’s
drinking. Noon Thursdays. Room 7,
Los Altos United Methodist Church,
655 Magdalena Road. district20afg.
com.

Eating Disorders Resource Cen-
ter. For individuals struggling with
disordered eating and body image.
9:30-11 a.m. first and third Satur-
days of the month. EI Camino Hos-
pital, Conference Room A, 2500
Grant Road, Mountain View. Free.
edrcsv.org.

Cupertino Rotary Job Search
Support Group. Open to the un-
employed, employed, under-em-
ployed and career changers 18 or
older. 5:30-7:30 p.m. Tuesdays. St.
Cyprian Elementary School Confer-
ence Center, 1133 W. Washington
Ave., Sunnyvale. (408) 735-0663;
jimgibson007@aol.com.

Moving On. For those going
through major life changes. Led by
Paula Wolfson, LCSW of Avenidas.
10:30-11:30 a.m. Wednesdays. Los
Altos United Methodist Church,
Garden Room, 655 Magdalena Ave.,
Los Altos. Cosponsored by Avenidas
and Senior New Ways. $42. (650)
289-5438; pwolfson@avenidas.org.

Amputee Support Group. A place
to meet other amputees, gain sup-
port, hear guest speakers and have
barbecues in the summer. Third
Wednesday of each month. Cedar
Crest Rehabilitation, 797 E. Fre-
mont Ave, Sunnyvale. 968-7464;
(408) 738-4880.

Ongoing Breast Cancer Support.
Recovery, renewal and education for
anyone who has completed breast
cancer treatment and is focusing on
continued physical, emotional and
spiritual well-being. 5-6:30 p.m.
second and fourth Mondays of the
month. Free. (650) 326-6686.

Alzheimer’s Association Portu-
guese/English Support Group.
For families and caregivers of per-
sons with Alzheimer’s disease and
dementia. Share common experi-
ences, give and receive support, and
discover ways of coping and caring.
5:30-7 p.m. third Tuesday of the
month. Alzheimer’s Association,
2065 W. El Camino Real, Suite C,
Mountain View. (650) 962-8111.

Child Advocates of Santa Clara
and San Mateo counties. Volun-
teers needed to mentor and speak up
for abused and neglected children
who have been placed in the foster-
care system. (408) 416-0400.
Huntington’s Disease Support
Group. 7-8:30 p.m. second Tuesday
of each month. First Baptist Church,
305 N. California St., Palo Alto.
(650) 967-0679.

Sexual Assault Survivors Counsel-
ing. Confidential group and indi-
vidual counseling sessions for survi-
vors of sexual assault. Women meet
3:30 and 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays;
men 6:30 p.m. Drop-in counseling:
2-5 p.m., Tuesdays. Mid-Peninsula
YWCA, 4161 Alma St., Palo Alto.
$5. (650) 494-0993, ext. 316.

Young Survivors Group. Weekly
support for those 30-60 grieving
the loss of a spouse. Facilitated by
Sue Shaffer, Ed. D. MFT. 7-9 p.m.
Mondays or Wednesdays. Sliding
fees. (650) 323-1535; sueshaffer@
aol.com.

Divorce Care. Recovery seminar for
people who have experienced or are
experiencing divorce. 7:30-9 p.m.
second and fourth Wednesdays of
the month in Los Altos. (650) 947-
0846.

Center for Healing and Wellness.
Support for children who have a par-
ent with a serious illness. 2235 Grant
Road, Suite 6, Los Altos. (650) 625-
1987.

Breast Cancer Support Group.
7:30-9 p.m., second and fourth Tues-
days. Mid-Peninsula YWCA, 4161
Alma St., Palo Alto. (650) 988-6612.

OBITUARY NOTICE

VALDA CARDOZA TORMEY

February 21, 1925 - November 27, 2024

Valda Theodora Cardoza Tormey was born at home in
Half Moon Bay, CA. on February 21, 1925 to Manuel E. “Pat”
Cardoza and Valda Malvina Cardoza. She was the youngest of
five children. By her account she spent an idyllic childhood with
lots of picnics and Sunday drives. Both sets of her grandparents
lived nearby.

After graduating from Half Moon Bay High School in
1942, she attended the College of San Mateo, then San Jose
State University from which she received a teaching credential.
Valda taught for 35 years in Palo Alto Unified School District
and after retiring gave twenty more years to substituting in that
same district. She lived for nearly 30 years in Los Altos before
settling in Mountain View where she resided for 45 years.

This active senior gave her time and belonged to many
groups including Neighbors Abroad, AAUW, Nat’] Education
Assoc., California Teachers Assoc., ADK, Alpha Chi Omega,
San Jose State University Alumni Assoc., California Retired
Teachers Assoc., and United Methodist Women of LAUMC,
among others.

Valda passed away on November 27, 2024 at the age of 99
% years old. She is survived by her 5 children; Vallen Queen,
Betsey Sowder, Brian Tormey (Millie), Kris Miravalle (Butch),
and Kathleen Keehn (the late Scott), 10 grandchildren, and 7
great grandchildren all of whom adored her. A woman who
was kind and sweet beyond belief, she will be greatly missed.
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