
By Christina Casillas 
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com

Weeks after a homeless encampment 
popped up along Fremont Avenue 
near Stevens Creek in Los Altos, the 

City Council approved an ordinance that pro-
vides both a process for city staff to dissolve en-
campments and consequences to willful resis-
tance of city efforts. 
	 While the ordinance passed 3-1 at the April 
14 City Council meeting, an urgency ordinance 
– which would have allowed city staff to start 
enforcing the ordinance upon council approval 
– did not, as it lacked a unanimous vote. The 
green-lit ordinance will proceed through the 
normal ordinance process, which takes approxi-
mately 30 days before enforcement can happen. 
	 An amendment to the ordinance involving 
phrasing related to the inclusion of a vehicle be-
ing considered a campsite was issued prior to 
council approval, ensuring that the ordinance 
did not apply to vehicle dwellers not violating 
any local signage or parking laws.
	 The ordinance effectively:
	 • Establishes no-camping standards and reg-
ulations for storage of personal property on pub-
licly owned lands
	 • Focuses on connecting homeless individu-
als to services and outreach prior to enforce-
ment or action
	 • Outlines notification procedures
	 •  Ensures the safe storage of formerly pub-
licly stored personal property with opportunity 
of retrieval prior to disposal within 90 days
	 Except in circumstances involving an immi-
nent threat to safety, health, life or infrastruc-
ture, staff is required to “make every reasonable 
effort” to identify and offer shelter – whether it 
be an emergency, navigation or other shelter – 
in addition to offering supportive services. 
	 “Enforcement has some negative connota-
tions based on things that have happened in 
other places in the past years, but our approach 
and what the ordinance requires is really a con-

certed effort for outreach and trying to place 
people in the encampment in supportive hous-
ing or other types of housing situations and of-
fer them services,” said Stephanie Williams, Los 
Altos Planning Commission liaison, during the 
council meeting. “That could take a week, it 
could take longer than that, it really depends on 
those specific individuals and that specific situa-
tion, so I don’t want to assign a timeline, neces-
sarily, to that, because that is the priority.” 
	 If a camper refuses services or doesn’t ac-
cept aid offered by Los Altos city staff, the city 
can begin enforcing the ordinance. Prior to en-
forcement, a notice to vacate must be posted 
on a prominent location at the encampment 
site 48 hours before action is taken. The no-
tice must include the date and time of planned  
enforcement, information on available services, 
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	 • 79.4% – Yes, voters should make the call
	 • 17.9% – No, the city knows how to use its funds
	 • 2.8% – It depends on what the park affects

Poll of the Week Results

See ORDINANCE, Page 7
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SCREENSHOT FROM LOS ALTOS CITY COUNCIL MEETING LIVESTREAM

Julia Rapoza, a vehicle-dwelling Los Altos 
resident, spoke against the ordinance, noting it 
needed more nuance, during public comment.

Hills council votes 3-2 
to increase council pay
By Curtis Driscoll 
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

The Los Altos Hills City 
Council has voted to increase 
its monthly salary from $300 
to $950, effective December 
2028, following initial council 
approval at its April 16 meet-
ing. 
	 The new annual salary for 
a councilmember would be 
$11,400, totaling $57,000 for 
all five. The council is also eli-
gible for health benefits, with 
the current annual cost to 
the city being $66,000. Total 
council compensation would 
increase to $123,000 a year, 
given current benefit partici-
pation levels, according to a 
town staff report. If all coun-
cilmembers used their health 
benefits, the cost would be 
$168,000 per year, according 
to a town staff report.
	 The increase was cited due 
to increased workload, addi-

tional outreach outside coun-
cil meetings and to increase 
civic participation by reducing 
barriers to public service. The 
council chose the 2028 date 
to ensure only those elected 
after approval would see the 
increase. It approved the mo-
tion by a 3-2 vote, with Mayor 
Rajiv Bhateja and Council-
member Kavita Tankha vot-
ing against. 
	 Vice Mayor George Tyson, 
who is termed out this year, 
acknowledged the optics were 
bad but said the workload 
had increased dramatically 
compared to the past. He also 
wanted to reduce the burden 
of serving in local govern-
ment, citing a conversation 
he had with a fellow volunteer 
from Redwood City who men-
tioned the big workload as a 
barrier to public service. 
	 “I am looking at this to say, 

See PAY, Page 5

Should residents vote on whether the city 
should build a downtown Los Altos park?
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Just Listed | A Curated Home with an Architectural Pedigree | 4 Beds, 4 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath, Study, Office & Lounge | 4,495 sq.ft. | 0.61 acre Lot

Los Altos, California

420Magdalena.com
PROPERTY WEBSITE

Gary Campi  |  Campi Group
Follow Us @CampiGroup
campi.com | 650.917.2433 | gary@campi.com
195 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA 94022
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated  |  License # 00600311
1Per MLS   |  2Per Real Trends in America

420 MAGDALENA AVENUE
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SCOTT O’BRIEN | 650.320.0296
Commercial Real Estate Services

scott.obrien@cushwake.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE
4 Main Street, Los Altos | +/- 200 SF to +/- 3,325 SF; single office with shared conference 
and kitchen area; nice professional service office suites with glass, natural light, and shared kitchen.
167 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos | +/- 1,224 to +/- 7,227 SF; Professional office suite with 
good natural light; quiet location with beautiful central courtyard; flexible configuration; Perfect 
for professional service tenants with underground parking and monument signage.
Los Altos Office Center | +/- 560 SF to +/- 1,311 SF; open office and with privates, kitchenette, 
and conference rooms; Lots of natural light, quiet location walking distance to Caltrain, Whole 
Foods, and Village @ San Antonio.
One First Street, Los Altos | +/- 1,331 to +/- 3,090 SF; Various suites available with private 
offices, open area, kitchenettes, and natural light; dedicated HVAC to each suite. 
949 Sherwood Ave., Los Altos | +/- 1,280 SF; 2nd floor office space; 2 private offices/
meeting rooms; open work area with natural light; operable windows; walk to all amenities on 
El Camino Real.
161 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos | +/- 700 SF; 2nd floor office suites with elevator; quiet 
location with lots of natural light and beautiful garden setting.
419 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos | +/- 1,530 SF; Class A Office; 2nd floor suite with great 
natural light perfect for professional services; underground parking; elevator served; walk to all 
downtown amenities.
Small Office/Personal Service/ Retail Space in Los Altos | Small office space from +/- 
250 SF to +/- 1,100 SF; Small personal service space from +/- 576 SF to +/- 661 SF; Retail space 
from +/- 1,320 SF to +/- 2,500 SF; Call or email for details.

NOW IN SEASONNOW IN SEASON
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SERENO

650.947.2902 
anuzzo@sereno.com 
TeamNuzzo.com 
DRE 458678  |  DRE 1127187

We are here to help you fulfill  
your real estate dreams. Whether 
buying or selling a home we will  
guide and protect you every step  
of the way.

Loyalty.  
Integrity.  
Local Knowledge.

Alice & Alicia Nuzzo 
REALTORS®

Around Town

DANIELLE AMARAL/TOWN CRIER

Winners of the Town Crier’s annual Easter coloring contest gathered at the 192 West El 
Camino Real Baskin-Robbins to celebrate their successful submissions. Winners included, 
from left, Zahra Sabbir (3), William Schar (5), Millie Kanaparthi (6.5), Amelie Wang (8), 
Esther Thieu (12), Noa Borgardt (9), Alexis McLinn (7) and Amy Chou (11).

Celebrating TC coloring contest winners
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News
Pilot program allows drinking in areas of downtown Mtn. View
By Giuseppe Ricapito
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.com

A new Mountain View 
pilot program would 
create public drinking 

districts along Castro Street 
during the World Cup.  
	 The Mountain View City 
Council voted unanimously 
during the consent calendar 
portion of their meeting on 
April 14 to pursue an 18-month 
pilot of entertainment zones, 
where members of the public 
can consume alcoholic bever-
ages on streets, sidewalks or 
plazas during specified days 
and hours. The program was 
billed by its staff proponents as 
a commercial boon to city busi-
ness and promoting community 
with a festival feel. Council-
member Alison Hicks recused 
herself from the vote due to her 
home’s proximity to the down-
town entertainment zone. 
	 “This is a fascinating con-
cept,” said Councilmember Pat 
Showalter. “I think that’s really 
a nice idea and I’m glad we’re 
going forward with this, par-
ticularly in time for the World 
Cup.” 
	 The vote comes as the city 
is seeking innovative commer-
cial activations for the 2026 
FIFA World Cup, which is host-
ing games at Levi’s Stadium in 

Santa Clara this summer. The 
entertainment zones would 
be coordinated around soccer 
watch parties and managed by 
the city’s economic develop-
ment department. 
	 Entertainment zones were 
legalized by the California 
Legislature in 2024 by SB 
969. The zones must be estab-
lished through local ordinance  
and comply with the Califor-
nia Department of Alcoholic  
Beverage Control (ABC). Brick 
and mortar businesses are  
allowed to participate – includ-
ing allowing open containers 
outside of businesses – if the 
businesses have an active ABC 
license and are within the en-
tertainment zone. 
	 The zones will be monitored 
by law enforcement for compli-
ance with the city ordinance as 
well as ABC regulations. 
	 Captain Scott Nelson of the 
Mountain View Police Depart-
ment said, “We are supportive 
of the entertainment zone and 
the council’s decision to move 
forward with the plan. There 
will continue to be collabora-
tion between the police depart-
ment and the city as the plan 
continues to evolve into the 
implementation later this year.” 
	 Tatiana Kuvaldina, a repre-
sentative of the Odd Fellows 

Lodge in Mountain View at 823 
Villa St., was concerned the al-
cohol policy would affect public 
safety. 
	 “Unfortunately, drunken 
people have proven to be an is-
sue for our artists,” she said. 
“We don’t want to choose be-
tween artist safety and engage-
ment with the public.”
	 City staff espoused the eco-
nomic benefits of the program, 
noting increased foot traffic and 
an overall downtown revitaliza-
tion. 
	 According to a city staff 
report, officials credited San 
Francisco and San Jose as suc-
cess stories for entertainment 
zones since SB 969 became 
effective on Jan. 1, 2025. San 
Francisco established the state’s 
first entertainment zones on 
Front Street in 2024 and has 
since expanded to 15 zones city-
wide. San Jose also designated 
eight downtown areas as en-
tertainment zones that can be 
activated in conjunction with 
outdoor special event permits. 
	 City staff anticipates the en-
tertainment zone activations 
will occur in the spring and 
summer months in 2026 and 
2027. Under the pilot, the events 
will only be city-sponsored. In 

By Julia Baum
Staff Writer/juliab@latc.com

Los Altos city leaders are navigating growing 
tensions over downtown development as a 
proposed ballot initiative could complicate 

long-term planning and increase costs.
	 During an April 17 online Los Altos Commu-
nity Coalition meeting, Mayor Sally Meadows said 
the city faces challenges. With limited commercial  
revenue, Los Altos operates on a lean budget and 
must carefully plan major investments, including 
public safety.
	 Meadows pointed to the city’s effort to annex into 
the Santa Clara County Fire Protection District as a 
way to stabilize emergency service costs and avoid 
repeated negotiations.
	 Those constraints are central to ongoing discus-
sions about downtown, where the city is studying 
options for a potential park that would be built in an 
area currently occupied by parking plazas. Meadows 
said no final decisions have been made and described 
the current phase as focused on gathering data.
	 The City Council has said any future design must 
maintain current parking levels. Underground park-
ing is no longer under consideration after community 

response and the cost of building. 
	 “There are a lot of variables,” Meadows said. 
“We’re trying to evaluate multiple concepts before 
moving forward.”
	 The process has been complicated by a proposed 
citizen-led initiative that would require voter ap-
proval for major changes to downtown parking pla-
zas. Supporters say the measure would protect public 
land and preserve the city’s character. City officials, 
however, warn it could create legal uncertainty and 
delay projects.
	 Meadows said determining the mea-
sure’s legality alone could cost hundreds of  
thousands of dollars. Additional legal challenges 
could further increase costs, she said, adding that un-
clear language in the proposal may lead to prolonged 
disputes funded by taxpayers.
	 Community leaders also raised concerns about 
the potential impact of the measure.
	 Crysta Krames, CEO of the Los Altos Mountain 
View Community Foundation, said opposition to 
past projects has driven up costs and limited oppor-
tunities. She pointed to the Los Altos Community 

Los Altos weighs downtown plans

SCREENSHOT OF CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW STAFF REPORT

Mountain View’s entertainment zone pilot program will be
along Castro Street from West Evelyn Avenue to Church Street 
and half-block portions of intersecting streets.See DRINKING, Page 5

By Christina Casillas 
Staff Writer/christinac@latc.com

After Los Altos Po-
lice Department of-
ficers made a drunk-

driving arrest last week, the  
department is reminding commu-
nity members to think twice be-
fore driving under the influence. 
	 Officers conducted a traffic 
stop in the area of West El Cami-
no Real and El Monte Avenue at 
3 p.m. April 16. Officers observed 
signs of alcohol impairment dur-
ing the stop and instructed the 
driver to exit the vehicle and com-
plete field sobriety tests. 
	 The driver was unable to com-
plete the tests and, upon provid-
ing breath samples, had a report-
ed blood alcohol concentration 
of .202% and .203%. The blood 
alcohol concentration (BAC) 

driving limit is  0.08% or higher. 
The driver was arrested for driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol 
and  booked into the Santa Clara 
County Main Jail.
	 BAC measures the grams of al-
cohol per 100 milliliters of blood. 
Unless someone has a breatha-
lyzer on hand, there’s no way to 
know if a driver has passed the 
driving limit. 
	 According to the California 
Department of Alcoholic Bever-
age Control, having a .07 -.09 BAC 
can cause effects including mild 
impairment of vision, speech, bal-
ance and control.
	 “Please remember: If you plan 
to drink, make a safe choice. 
Use a rideshare service, call a 
sober driver, or stay where you 
are. Never drive impaired,” 
the department shared on its  
Facebook page. 

Double the limit: Los Altos 
police arrest drunk driver

See DOWNTOWN, Page 5



April 22, 2026  |  Los Altos Town Crier  |   Page 5

MAY 7th, 2026

The 39th  Annual 
Champions for Youth

Fundraising Luncheon
Youth Champion: Marvin Lopez Garcia, LAHS
Adult Champion: Officer Thomas Low, MVPD

Keynote: Chris Hsiung, The Curve
Retired Police Chief, MVPD

11:30 AM - 1:30PM
Michaels at Shoreline, Mountain View

Eventbrite tickets: Challenge Team 39  
Questions: mrubin@krauseinnovationcenter.org

Please Join Us!

CELEBRATING 36 YEARS IN BUSINESS!
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1 405  W.  E L  C A M I N O  R E A L , 
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A L’ORANGE
ENJOY A COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF 

HOUSE WINE WITH THIS DISH AND 
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News

November of 2027, the coun-
cil will consider permanently 
adopting the program. 
	 There is no estimated cost of 
the program at this time. Bud-
gets related to event planning, 
coordinating, staffing and im-
plementation will be incorpo-
rated into departmental event 
budgets and be brought to the 
council for review and approval 
if necessary. 
	 The geographic limits of the 
program will be between the 
100 and 500 blocks of Castro 
Street, including the Civic Cen-
ter Plaza and half-block por-
tions of the cross streets at Villa 
Street, West Dana Street, Cali-

fornia Street and Mercy Street. 
The city may implement addi-
tional street closures to the 100, 
200 and 300 blocks of Castro 
Street, which are already per-
manently closed to vehicular 
traffic.
	 The alcohol consumption 
rules are stringent and require 
compliance with the city as 
well as ABC. Participating busi-
nesses must notify ABC of their 
participation. The businesses 
must also serve to-go beverages 
in glass or non metal contain-
ers and perform standard iden-
tification checks. Patrons also 
may be provided with an official 
designated wristband and can-
not bring in their own alcoholic 
beverages. 
	 Outdoor consumption of al-

coholic beverages within the 
entertainment zones would be 
limited to the hours of 8 a.m. to 
11 p.m., provided at least one 
participating licensee within 
the zone is authorized to sell 
alcoholic beverages for on-
site consumption during those 
hours. 
	 According to the ABC web-
page on entertainment zones, 
licensees must notify the de-
partment of their intent to par-
ticipate in an open container 
entertainment zone.
	 Licensees can submit annual 
notice of intent to participate 
in an open container enter-
tainment zone at abc.ca.gov/
licensing/entertainment-zone-
participation/entertainment-
zone-participation-notification.

what is the best thing for this community and 
with no conception of it having any personal im-
pact,” Tyson said. 
	 Councilmember Stanley Mok echoed the 
sentiments about the workload, noting the time 
commitment needed to serve had increased in 
recent years. 
	 “This is my fifth year on council, and the 
amount of time that I have put into council has 
more than doubled, and the 20 meetings you 
have per month, or whatever the time period is, 
that’s a lot of meetings,” Mok said. 
	 The $950-a-month salary is the maximum 
allowed for cities with fewer than 35,000 resi-
dents. Most council salary limits in California 
were largely unchanged since 1984 until the 
state passed changes increasing them in 2023. 
The council introduced the ordinance at its April 
16 meeting and will return for a second reading 
at a later date for final approval. 
	 Bhateja opposed the idea of an increase, ar-
guing that some volunteers who help the town 
with civic matters put in more hours of work for 
no pay. Bhateja also said he saw no substance to 

the idea that it would encourage lower-income 
people to run. 
	 “This town was founded on volunteering, and 
we have volunteers in this town who put in far 
more hours than any councilmember, and in 
some cases more than multiple councilmem-
bers,” Bhateja said. 
	 According to a survey included in the town 
staff report from an organization called Info Los 
Altos Hills, started by Bhateja and now run by 
volunteers, a majority of the 134 self-identified 
Los Altos Hills residents who responded to the 
survey did not support an increase in compensa-
tion. Approximately 61% did not support it, 17% 
wanted it reduced, while 17% supported the in-
crease. Survey comments argued that similarly 
wealthy cities like Atherton and Hillsborough 
do not provide a stipend to its council, while oth-
ers said if stipends were raised, they would want 
benefits reduced or removed. Those in favor  
argued the job was extremely demanding  
in terms of time and stress and deserved more 
compensation. The mailing list of survey recipi-
ents was approximately 4,500 town residents, 
Bhateja said.
	 The council voted on the issue at its March 19 
meeting, but it did not pass due to a tie vote. 

DRINKING
From Page 4

PAY
From Page 1

Center, which she said became 
significantly more expensive after 
delays and resistance.
	 Krames also cited a missed op-
portunity involving a local phi-
lanthropist who had proposed 
funding parking and a downtown 
gathering space. The project did 
not move forward.
	 “You look at that now and 
think, how utterly ridiculous to 
cut off our nose to spite our face,” 
Krames said.
	 She said the city’s limited 
budget makes partnerships with 
private donors and organizations 
especially important.

	 “It’s this super affluent city and 
yet it’s really not,” Krames said. 
“How do we support civic part-
nerships … to move progress for-
ward?”
	 State housing requirements 
add another layer of complexity. 
Parking plazas could be classified 
as surplus land under state law, 
which could require the city to al-
low housing development regard-
less of local preferences.
	 Some speakers said delaying 
decisions could lead to larger, 
state-mandated projects in the  
future.
	 Meanwhile, smaller projects 
are moving ahead. A renovation at 
999 Fremont St. will create a po-
lice substation in south Los Altos, 

expanding space for officers and 
services.
	 Despite disagreements, the 
need for more constructive pub-
lic discussion was highlighted. 
Meadows cited past projects that 
faced early opposition but later be-
came popular community spaces.
	 As the city approaches a po-
tential November ballot decision, 
Meadows said they will continue 
gathering information but may 
delay major decisions until there is 
more clarity.
	 For more on the Los Altos 
Community Coalition, visit 
losaltoscommunitycoalition.
org. Previous meetings can be 
watched at youtube.com/@losal-
toscc

DOWNTOWN
From Page 4
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News

Owls at Shoreline prompt wildlife oversight budget increase
By Giuseppe Ricapito
Staff Writer/giusepper@latc.com

Mountain View is boost-
ing the budget for con-
sultant oversight of the 

vulnerable population of west-
ern burrowing owls at Shoreline 
while the city position of wild-
life preservation coordinator re-
mains vacant.  
	 The Mountain View City 
Council voted unanimously dur-
ing the consent calendar por-
tion of the April 14 meeting to 
augment funding for South San 
Francisco-based environmental 

consulting company LSA Asso-
ciates, Inc. by $105,000, upping 
the cost of the wildlife manage-
ment agreement this fiscal year 
to $345,000. The increase will 
cover unexpected new costs to 
monitor and track the burrow-
ing owl population while it is re-
viewed by the state for potential 
listing as a threatened or endan-
gered species, according to a city 
staff report.
	 “Our staff will be working 
very hard to ensure our burrow-
ing owls are protected and safe. 
They are adorable and we love 

them in this city,” said Mayor 
Emily Ann Ramos. 
	 The specific species of owl, 
about 8 to 10 inches tall with 
brown and white feathers, bur-
rows holes and tunnels into the 
ground, embankments and hill-
sides. Shoreline at Mountain 
View is one of four sites in the 
Bay Area where the owls reside.
	 A passionate contingent of 
environmental advocates spoke 
at the meeting, urging the city 
to expedite the hiring of a city 
wildlife coordinator because of 
mounting concerns about the di-

minishing owl population under 
LSA’s oversight.
	 Shani Kleinhaus, environ-
mental advocate with the Santa 
Clara Valley Bird Alliance, urged 
city staff to accelerate the hiring 
process. 
 	 “The burrowing owl preser-
vation plan needs to be resumed 
and I hope this is the beginning 
of that,” she said. 
	 LSA provides monthly owl 
count reports to the city. In a 
Community Services Depart-
ment monthly report for January 
of 2026, LSA observed 16 bur-
rowing owls and mapped 36 bur-
rows with evidence of activity. In 
2025, the owl count was at 27.
	 The owl counts have fluctu-
ated over previous years: 18 owls 
were observed in January 2021 
and the reporting hit its low 
point in January 2022, with sev-
en owls observed.  Twelve owls 
were registered in January 2023 
and 18 in January 2024.
	 “These precious, adorable and 
vulnerable beings need our care 
and support,” said Sierra Club 
Loma Prieta Chapter Conserva-
tion Coordinator Dashiell Leeds. 
“Time is of the essence, so let’s 
act now before it’s too late.”
	 Community Services Direc-
tor John Marchant said his goal 
was to fill the city wildlife coor-
dinator position by the end of the 
calendar year. He said the time-
line was contingent on a forth-
coming determination by the 
California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW) on wheth-
er the burrowing owl will be 
classified as an endangered spe-
cies. The job description for the 
new hire will be in part guided 
by that decision, as well as a Bio-
diversity and Urban Forest Plan 
coming up for council review in 
May. 
	 “I understand the desire to 
have someone sooner,” March-
ant said. “We will do what we 
can to expedite that process.”
	 In October 2024, the Califor-
nia Fish and Game Commission 
voted to have the burrowing owl 
reviewed for potential listing as 
threatened or endangered un-
der the California Endangered 
Species Act – an approximately 
yearlong to year-and-a-half-long 
process. While a species is under 
review for listing, it assumes the 
regulatory protections of threat-
ened and endangered species. 
	 According to a staff report, the 
city was required to expand the 
burrowing owl protected habitat 
and have a biologist on site. The 

city renewed its agreement with 
LSA in July 2025 for the current 
fiscal year. The owl oversight by 
LSA includes surveying foraging 
or nesting habitats, overseeing 
mowing work and hand-pulling 
invasive weeds. But unanticipat-
ed services undertaken by LSA 
in the last fiscal year necessitated 
additional funding. 
	 The new services include 
LSA’s review of California  
Environmental Quality Act  
documents and city design 
plans for Shoreline projects 
which border the owl habitat to  
ensure their compliance with 
the Burrowing Owl Preserva-
tion Plan, the Shoreline Wild-
life Management Plan and state  
and federal laws. LSA also 
sought out a federal bird  
banding permit, which allows 
the capture and study of migra-
tory birds. Lastly, the CDFW 
required a second, additional 
biologist to monitor extensive 
landfill repairs in northeast 
meadowlands and north shore 
areas because of their proximity 
to the owl habitat. 
	 Councilmember Pat Show-
alter said the breadth of the 
biological services package was 
responsive to many of the city’s 
conservation responsibilities. 
	 “It’s not just burrowing owls, 
it’s also with our upcoming biodi-
versity plan. There will be a need 
for someone with quite a bit of 
(knowledge), not only just wild-
life, but botanical knowledge that 
can help with trees and that sort  
of thing. I can see how we do 
need more biological services,” 
she said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

Shoreline at Mountain View is 
one of four Bay Area sites where 
the small western burrowing owl 
still survives. 
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Fremont Hills  
Country Club 
 Los Altos Hills, CA 
www.fremonthills.com 

Registration Available Online   www.campfremont.com 

Camp Fremont Open House Mark your Calanders!  

 April 25th • 10:30am-12:00pm • Final tour begins @ 11:30am  

Email camp@fremonthills.com to RSPV 

Embark on the ultimate  
summer adventure!  

Our action-packed day camp welcomes kids  
aged 5 to 14, offering a wide range of activities  

to suit every interest and skill level. 
 

 

 
Week 1:  06/08 - 06/12 
Week 2:  06/15 - 06/19 
Week 3:  06/22 - 06/26 
Week 4:  07/06- 07/10 
Week 5:  07/13 - 07/17 
Week 6:  07/20 - 07/24 
Week 7:  07/27 - 07/31 
Week 8:  08/03 - 08/07 

 

 

2026 Sessions 
Monday - Friday 

and details of how unattended belong-
ings will be handled, stored and how 
and by when campers can recover their 
belongings, according to the written or-
dinance. 
	 The ordinance also provides a frame-
work for violations. A misdemeanor 
charge can be brought against those 
who violate the ordinance, including 
those who willfully resist, delay or ob-
struct a city employee from enforcing 
the ordinance, or those who willfully 
refuse to comply after being requested 
to do so by city staff.
	 Julia Rapoza, a homeless Los Altos 
resident who has been living out of her 
vehicle at the Los Altos Council Cham-
bers parking lot, said she saw photos of 
the Fremont Avenue encampment on 
Nextdoor. 
	 “I saw a lot of hate and a lot of fear, 
and I want to encourage you to not be 
afraid of me,” Rapoza said during pub-
lic comment. She said the unhoused 
weren’t an issue – it was hoarding, 
which she said some of the photos she 
saw on Nextdoor included. She said it 
needed to address hoarding specifically 
– not camping. She said the ordinance 
should be informed by community dis-
cussions. 

	 “It would be nice if you had focus 
groups and community building and in-
termingling of the community, includ-
ing those of us that are vehicle dwellers 
and unhoused,” Rapoza said. 

Council discourse
	 Councilmember Pete Dailey was 
most concerned about the success of 
the ordinance relying on the threat of 
criminal charges. He cast the only dis-
senting vote.
	 “I think it’s foolish of us to sit here 
and say, ‘Oh, but our guidance is to go 
easy.’ Focus on that language in that sec-
tion that makes it a misdemeanor and 
if you’re all happy with that language, 
then vote for it,” Dailey said. “Based on 

the imposition of a misdemeanor, I’m 
not yet ready to vote for this, but you 
don’t need my vote.”
	 Gabriel Lomas, a policy aide who 
spoke on behalf of Otto Lee, Santa 
Clara County Board of Supervisors 
president, also voiced concerns about 
the prospect of a misdemeanor. He said 
both the city and county should fight 
against the homelessness issue. 
	 Lee’s statement brought some push-
back from both Councilmember Jona-
than Weinberg and Vice Mayor Larry 
Lang. 
	 “It’s fine to not want (arrests) to hap-
pen, I don’t think any of us want those 
things to happen. But you understand 
that it comes across somewhat disin-

genuously when what we’ve said, as a 
community, that the county is the one 
that takes primary responsibility for the 
safety net – and is failing,” Lang said to 
Lomas. While he said he understood 
issues related to funding – specifically, 
federal cuts – affected the county’s 
homelessness approach, he said the 
county was still failing to house the un-
housed. 
	 “So for you to come here and say, 
‘Don’t deal with the fallout of our fail-
ure,’ It comes across as a little disin-
genuous and kind of leaves us thinking 
maybe this is our problem to solve after 
all,” Lang said. 
	 Both Lang and Weinberg later apolo-
gized for some of their remarks toward 
Lomas  – Weinberg adding that he was 
moved by another public comment and 
how the ordinance may not necessarily 
be the best solution, but it’s needed cur-
rently. 
	 “I’m not convinced that this ordi-
nance is the best solution, but we don’t 
have another solution in front of us right 
now,” he said prior to the final vote. “... I 
think that we have a duty to protect and 
care for all of our residents and Coun-
cilmember Dailey, I accept your state-
ment that these residents are Los Altos 
residents. They are our residents. So are 
residents who own homes on the other 
side of the fence.” 

ORDINANCE
From Page 1

SCREENSHOT FROM LOS ALTOS CITY COUNCIL MEETING LIVESTREAM

Members of Los Altos City Council discuss an encampment ordinance last week.
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Peek into the Past

COURTESY OF LOS ALTOS HISTORY MUSEUM 

Southern Pacific Extra 2476 chugs by the Los Altos depot on its return trip to SF after taking 
passengers on a special excursion trip to Los Gatos, April 25, 1954.

Ballot measure could 
have dangerous 
consequences

This is ironic. The claim 
that “The Future of Down-
town is in your hands” is ex-
actly the opposite of what 
will likely happen if this pro-
posed ballot measure passes. 
The ballot measure is poorly 
worded, ambiguous, and may 
very well lead to Los Altos’ 
Housing Element being re-
voked by the state. Why? The 
parking plazas, currently 
designated for possible high-
density housing, would no 
longer be under city control, 
which could invalidate the 
Housing Element. This opens 
the door to Builder’s Remedy 
– the unfettered ability of de-
velopers to build what they 
want where they want with 
very little restriction. Instead 
of five-story buildings down-
town they can build eight-sto-
ry buildings. Or something 
even more extreme, like the 
17-story tower proposed for 
the site of Mollie Stones in 
Palo Alto (paloaltoonline.
com/news/2023/11/21/high-
rise-development-proposed-
for-mol l ie - s tone s - s ite - i n-
palo-alto) or the 40-story 
complex proposed for the 

former Sunset Magazine 
site in Menlo Park (sfyimby.
com/2024/05/exclusive-ren-
derings-revealed-for-willow-
park-residential-tower-men-
lo-park.html). 

It also means our R1-zoned 
neighborhoods, comprising 
the vast majority of Los Al-
tos land area and our prized 
semi-rural feel, will be fair 
game for developers. Yes, 
they could build an apart-
ment building on that 1/3-
acre lot next door to you and 
you’ll have no legal means to 
prevent that. Don’t believe 
me? It’s happening already 
in Cupertino, who didn’t get 
their Housing Element ap-
proved in time. Check out 
cupertino.gov/Your-City/De-
partments/Community-De-
velopment/Planning/Major-
Projects/20739-Scofield-Ave, 
where a five-story 20-unit 
condo project has been sub-
mitted for a 1/3-acre lot on a 
residential Cupertino street. 
Passage of this ballot measure 
will also almost certainly lead 
to lawsuits, likely costing the 
city untold millions.

​One way or another, due to 
current state regulation, our 
parking plazas will almost 
certainly not exist in their 

current form 10 years from 
now. If this ballot measure 
passes, the parking plazas 
will essentially no longer be 
available for housing. R1-zon-
ing in the rest of the city will 
be a likely casualty, leading to 
density throughout Los Altos 
rather than just in the few ar-
eas our Housing Element cur-
rently allows (downtown, El 
Camino and San Antonio cor-
ridors, etc.). If this measure 
doesn’t pass (or never gets on 
the ballot) our city council 
and staff will retain control 
and can bring about a much 
better outcome for the park-
ing plazas while preserving 
R1-zoning through most of 
Los Altos. Don’t let the sim-
plistic messaging of the peti-
tion seekers sway you – this 
ballot measure is a colossally 
bad idea. Do NOT sign the 
petition!

​Bill Sheppard
Los Altos 

Preserve the parking
​As 42-year residents of Los 

Altos, we have always been 
proud of the beauty and ac-
cessibility of our downtown. 
A key feature is the surface 
parking behind the stores, 

and it baff les us why the City 
Council wants to replace 
it with a park, theater, and 
above-ground parking struc-
ture.

​The existing surface lots, 
with their glorious Chinese 
Pistache trees, are already 
park-like and heavily used 
year-round by residents from 
Los Altos and surrounding 
neighborhoods. We would 
much prefer the city invest 
in caring for those trees and 
enhancing the existing land-
scaping.

​Placing a theater in the 
middle of the parking area 
would surrender public space 
to a special interest group. 
The Los Altos Stage Com-
pany already has a building 
near the library with ample 
parking. If a better facility is 
needed, consider integrating 
a theater into the underuti-
lized community center next 
door.

​Parking structures are 
psychologically less welcom-
ing and, for many, places to 
avoid – especially at night. 
Our treed surface parking, 
by contrast, feels safe and in-
viting.

​If the Council wants to 
expand green space, we sug-
gest redirecting attention to 
Grant Park, which is heav-
ily used but whose improve-
ments to date feel utilitarian. 
The North Los Altos corridor 
near El Camino is also un-
derserved by neighborhood 
parks. Consider following 
Mountain View’s approach of 
purchasing residential lots as 
they come available and con-
verting them to small neigh-
borhood parks – a far greater 
impact per dollar than any 
downtown intervention.

Catherine Lu and 
H Keith Nishihara

Los Altos

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor

The Town Crier welcomes letters to the editor on current 
events pertinent to Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and Mountain 

View. Email letters to christinac@latc.com. Letters should be 
no more than 200 words. Include a phone number for verification 
purposes. Anonymous letters will not be printed.
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Free Local Pick Up 
& Delivery!

1243 W. El Camino Real
(At Miramonte – Behind Baskin Robbins)

Mountain View, CA 94040
650.961.8700

www.SterlingCustomUpholstery.com
Email: sterlingupholstery@att.net

$9250
LABOR SPECIAL

Total Price for Labor on 
Standard Couch or Chair

Plus the cost of any fabric you select from our complete line 
of fabrics. Labor price of $92.50 includes frame, spring and 
webbing repair. Additional charge for cushion filler, tufting 

and channeling. Customer supplied fabric charged at 
standard labor rate of $85 per yard. 

Must present coupon. Expires 5/31/26.

Sterling
Custom

Upholstery

60TH 
ANNIVERSARY

By Amalia Tormala
Town Crier Editorial Intern

In 2020 – when then-President Joe 
Biden was repopularizing the phrase 
“Build Back Better” and the “sour-

dough craze” was ongoing – south Los 
Altos resident Dina Jacobson said she 
was diving into baking like never before.

​That baking kick, paired with being 
an “empty nester,” ultimately led to the 
creation of her nonprofit – Bake Back 
Better. But, even with its original logo 
containing an outline of Biden’s classic 
aviators, the nonprofit is also aligned 
with the idea of “Build Back Better” that 
was created prior to Biden’s campaign, 
Jacobson said.

​“That whole philosophy goes way 
back,” she said. “It was actually kind of 
one of these (President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt) programs, like, ‘Let’s build 
the country back better than it was be-
fore.’”

​Her journey of making “the world a 
better place one sweet treat at a time” – 
a mantra the Bake Back Better website 
boasts – began with donations to emer-
gency rooms for first responders. Soon, 

Jacobson said her idea evolved.
​“I got the idea to use (baking) as a 

vehicle for political fundraising,” she 
added.

Later that year, Jacobson said she be-
came a major fundraiser for Biden’s 2020 
presidential campaign. In fact, Jacob-
son’s baking nonprofit grew to become 
the second largest grassroots fundraiser 
for Biden in the country, she said.

​“Now, we don’t get involved in the 
high profile (campaigns) because they 
raise so much money on their own,” Ja-
cobson said. 

​Today, Bake Back Better is more fo-
cused on get-out-the-vote efforts and 
supporting Democrats running for of-
fice in swing states. The nonprofit runs 
campaigns every four to six weeks – a 
cadence that Jacobson, who works full 
time, calls “crazy.” Jacobson kicks off 
each campaign by selecting a specific 
cause to support, gathering a crew of 
30-40 volunteers and raising money. 

​“Then, at the end of the month, we 
deliver four delicious cupcakes to do-
nors, so they get this treat,” Jacobson 
said. “And a lot of them say, ‘Oh, it’s just 

like a surprise,’ because they’ll donate 
and then two, three weeks later, here 
come the cupcakes.” 

​She added that the focus of Bake 
Back Better is to incentivize donations 
with the promise of a delivery of cup-
cakes. Jacobson’s nonprofit suggests a 
$35 donation for four cupcakes and oc-
casional premiums, offering additions 
like a Dubai chocolate bar – which was 
her last campaign’s featured cupcake 
flavor.

​In Los Altos alone, Jacobson said 
there are approximately 10 Bake Back 
Better volunteers. One such volunteer is 
Barbara Kyser, who said she’s been vol-
unteering for Jacobson’s organization 
for five years.

“I was just struck by the idea of do-
nating to causes that you believe in and 
then getting a reward delivered to your 
house and these beautiful handmade 
… cupcakes,” Kyser said. “(Jacobson) 
doesn’t take any money. It all goes to 
grassroots organizations that are trying 
to save our democracy.”

Los Altos resident bakes for political causes through nonprofit

See BAKE, Page 10

COURTESY OF DINA JACOBSON 

Dina Jacobson bakes for her nonprofit 
Bake Back Better. The nonprofit raises 
money for political candidates.  
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
April 28, 2026 – 7:00 p.m. 

In Person
Note- This is not the Final Agenda

City of 
LOS ALTOS

Agendas, Reports and associated documents for City Council
items may be viewed at losaltosca.gov/citycouncil/meetings

Members of the public are invited to participate 
in person at the Los Altos Council Chamber at 
Los Altos City Hall located at 1 N. San Antonio 
Rd, Los Altos, CA. To attend virtually, please 
view the final agenda for details.

Public testimony will be taken at the direction 
of the Mayor, and members of the public 
may only comment during times allotted 
for public comments. Public comment will 
be received in person during the meeting 
or by written public comment submitted to 
publiccomment@losaltosca.gov

CONSENT CALENDAR
1. Award Contract for Construction at 

999 Fremont Avenue

Chronic Pain | Pelvic Health | Women’s Health 
Regenerative Shockwave Therapy | Therapeutic Pilates

Introducing Shockwave Regenerative Therapy:

Physical & Occupational Therapy
HOLISTIC HEALING FOR BETTER OUTCOMES

650-584-0076 I physiofitpt.com
1000 Fremont Ave., Suite 108 Los Altos 

Call/Scan To Learn More:
(650) 584-0076

Avoid Surgery

No Injections

No Side Effects from Medications

Non-invasive

FDA-cleared

Faster Healing

No Downtime

8 out of 10 patients report significant pain relief 
or become pain-free, without surgery, 
anesthesia, or downtime.

Tried Everything Else?
If chronic pain has been slowing you 
down for months or years, Regenerative 
Shockwave Therapy delivers targeted 
acoustic energy directly to damaged 
tissue, stimulating your body’s own 
healing response.

​Kyser has seen firsthand the popularity of Bake Back 
Better in the Los Altos area. Once, as she donned her 
“Bake Back Better”-branded T-shirt, she said a neigh-
bor asked her about the nonprofit. After explaining, 
she said the neighbor responded with a simple state-
ment: “Oh, I want to bake some cupcakes.”

​“I like baking, so I sort of got (my neighbor) in-
volved, and another friend, and then my granddaugh-
ter came over when I was baking cupcakes, and she 
and I delivered them to Dina at her house,” Kyser said. 

​Soon, Kyser said her granddaughter was roped in as 
a baker. However, she said the Bake Back Better volun-
teer network includes roles beyond baking: It includes 
drivers and individuals focused on the website, too. 

​With a total of more than 100 volunteers, most of 
whom Jacobson said are concentrated in the Bay Area, 
Bake Back Better has grown to ship cupcakes nation-
wide, including an active Iowa chapter, a Texas group 
and a quieter set of Georgian volunteers.

​“I want other people to take this idea and do it on 
their own,” Jacobson said. “If it were my full-time job, 
I know I would be much more involved in getting other 

hubs set up and other areas and, maybe I’d get a vol-
unteer coordinator to do a lot of the work that I do. So 
it would … take on a whole different flavor, but this is 
how I want it to be right now.”

​Jacobson said the specific campaign the organiza-
tion is focused on can contribute to increased dona-
tions across the nation. One campaign that particu-
larly resonated with donors raised over $16,000 for an 
organization called VoteRiders whose goal is to elimi-
nate voting ID barriers at “every ballot box,” its web-
site said.  

​Once, a campaign raised such a large sum of money 
– $22,000 – that Jacobson said she had to cut off the 
cupcake portion of the fundraiser.

​“I told people, … you can keep donating, definitely 
donating, but we’re not going to be delivering any-
more,” Jacobson said.

​Jacobson said as she considers the future of Bake 
Back Better, she does so with hopes of broader applica-
tions of the organization’s philosophy – for instance, 
garden fundraising or plant sales for avid plant lovers. 
In fact, Jacobson said her nonprofit’s ethos of giving 
back to those who donate is aligned with that of the 
public radio station KQED, which sends a “premium” 
to those who donate.

​“A (cupcake delivery) is our premium,” Jacobson 
said. “It’s not necessarily a new idea, but it’s creative 
in the sense that people donate, donate, donate, and 
they rarely get anything. To get some sort of thank you 
and some sort of face time with a volunteer who is like 
minded means so much to them.”

​For more information on Bake Back Better, visit 
bakebackbetter.com.

BAKE
From Page 9

COURTESY OF DINA JACOBSON 

Bake Back Better volunteers show off cupcake rewards.
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Cynthia A Wemyss, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor

339 S San Antonio Road
Suite 1B
Los Altos, CA 94022
650-948-4886
cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com

edwardjones.com

2026, 2025, 2024 Forbes|SHOOK® Top Women Wealth Advisors Best-in-State in Northern California, published February each 
year, research by SHOOK® Research LLC, data as of September or June of the prior year. Compensation provided for using, not 
obtaining, the rating. The rating is not based on quality of investment advice, investment performance or client feedback.

> 

Want to become a 
more tax-efficient 
investor?

A financial advisor can help you 
design an investment strategy 
to potentially reduce your 
future tax liability. SUNNYVALE MARKET

~ Family owned since 1976 ~

1356 S. Mary Avenue, SUNNYVALE(408) 212-4928

The Freshest Produce in Town!The Freshest Produce in Town!

5$ off
when purchase 

$50 or more.

PRESENT THIS AD FOR:

FELIX TREE 
SPECIALIST, INC.

License #1029971

(408) 292-2095  •  (408) 723-1810
Cell:  (408) 806-4474

MAURICIO FELIX
F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

By Kenton Taylor, DVM 

There are four different 
patterns of skin lesions 
resulting from a cat 

feeling itchy. First is miliary 
dermatitis. This is when you find 
or more likely feel tiny crusts on 
the skin. Interestingly, the crusts 
feel like millet seeds stuck to the 
skin, which is the reason for the 
name. The second is red skin, 
hairs broken short or absent and 
crusting at the head and neck 
area. The third is hair loss due to 
biting the hairs short, referred 
to as barbering or fur mowing. 
Lastly is an assortment of skin 
lesions collectively referred to as 
eosinophilic granuloma complex. 
These lesions are the result of 
the accumulation of eosinophils, 
which is the inflammatory cell 
that responds to allergies. These 
lesions can occur anywhere in-
cluding the mouth and lips. They 
are red and may vary between re-
sembling a growth to an area of 
ulceration or tissue destruction.

​Unfortunately, these patterns 
are not helpful in determin-
ing the cause for the itching as 
cats will be cats, e.g., variably 
predictable.

​While most cats are itchy 
due to allergies, other disease 
conditions can lead to your cat 
feeling itchy. Ringworm, a fungal 

infection, is variable in causing 
itchiness. Fleas in small numbers 
are generally well tolerated by 
cats. But cats, less commonly 
than dogs, can be flea-allergic 
such that the bite of the flea and 
introduction of flea saliva into 
the skin can cause severe itchi-
ness.  Uncommonly, a mite called 
Demodex can cause itchiness and 
can be difficult to diagnose. It is 
killed by the Isoxazoline class of 
flea control products, so these 
products are often used with an 
itchy cat.

​Allergies besides allergic 
reaction to flea saliva include 
environment allergy, termed 
atopy, and food allergy. For some 
cats the allergy can be a combi-
nation of any of the three. Food 
allergy can be due to a variety of 
proteins and carbohydrates. En-
vironmental allergies can occur 
from weeds, grasses, trees, dust 
mites and mold spores.

​With so many potential 
causes, there is no one single 
method to evaluate for the cause.  
Parameters to consider include 
how frequent is the problem and 
is the skin traumatized. Many 
medications can be used for 

symptomatic control, making 
absolute identification of the 
cause unessential. Also, when a 
cat becomes more itchy, likely 
the cause is that an infection 
has developed as a result of the 
scratching and chewing. Con-
trolling the secondary infection 
can significantly decrease the 
itchiness.

​Many medications can be 
used for symptomatic control of 
itchiness while the cause is iden-
tified and eliminated if possible. 
Immune modulating therapies 
should be avoided in cases where 
suppressing the immune system 
could precipitate problems such 
as in a cat with FeLV or FIV. 
Generally, the most rapid and 
reliably effective medication is 
a glucocorticoid (“steroid”) but 
this medication can have adverse 
effects, especially with long-
term use. Modified cyclosporine 
is generally effective and well 
tolerated. Apoquel (Oclacitinib) 
is generally effective but since 
it is approved only for dogs, it is 
an “off label” use in cats. Inter-
estingly, Gabapentin in com-

bination with Maropitant (an 
anti-nausea drug) works quickly 
and can be given to cats where 
immune system modulation 
would be a problem.

​If the skin is being trauma-
tized or the itchiness is frequent-
ly recurrent then it becomes 
necessary to determine the cause 
of the allergy.

​In order to have your cat feel 
better as soon as possible it is rec-
ommended to address all three 
potential allergies at the same 
time. First, flea allergy is the 
easiest to control with current 
flea control products. Second, 
with possible food allergies, the 
only way to determine if this 
problem exists is with a dietary 
trial using a prescription novel 
protein, hydrolyzed protein or 
home-cooked novel protein diet 
over a minimum of eight weeks. 
If allergy symptoms have re-
solved at that time and anti-itch 
medications have been discon-
tinued, then the prior diet can be 
re-introduced to see if the itch 
returns. If food allergy is present, 
generally the itch will return in a 

few days to a few weeks.
​For environmental allergy or 

atopy, blood testing can be done 
to determine possible causes. 
That information can be used to 
reduce exposure to the offending 
allergen(s) and for hyposensitiza-
tion treatment, which can reduce 
long-term dependency on phar-
maceuticals. Hyposensitization 
takes time to become effective, 
typically six to 12 months, but is 
beneficial in most cats.

​Sometimes corticosteroid 
treatment cannot be avoided. 
Severe itching is a reduction in 
life quality. Steroids are valuable 
tools in the relief of pain and 
suffering and they are not to be 
avoided at all costs, rather used 
judiciously and for the itchiest 
episode. Using the lowest and 
least frequent steroid dose to 
control the itch will spare your 
cat both short and long-term 
effects.

​Dr. Kenton Taylor is a 
veterinarian with Miramonte 
Veterinary Hospital, located at 
1766 Miramonte Ave., Moun-
tain View. Miramonte Veteri-
nary Hospital is accredited by 
the American Animal Hospital 
Association since 1996. For 
more information, call (650) 
962-8338 or visit miramonte-
vet.com.

Veterinarian advice: What to know about itchy cats

Pet Pause
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hammerschmidtinc.com

(650) 948-4200

License #716400

Hammerschmidt 
Construction • 25+ years of award-winning Design + Build 

remodeling
• Integrated team for design, drawings, finish 

selections, permits, and building- speeds the 
process and assures accountability

• Fixed price contracts for peace of mind
• Whole house remodels, additions, kitchens, 

bathrooms, exterior landscapes
• Certified Green Builder
• 100s of local references

info@hammerschmidtinc.com

Contact us to help you 
create a home you love.

LIVING
ELECTRIC FAIR

H O S T E DH O S T E DH O S T E DH O S T E D B YB YB YB Y

S P O N S O R E DS P O N S O R E DS P O N S O R E DS P O N S O R E D B YB YB YB Y

FREE
SUN., MAY 3
11 am - 3 pm

Meet over 25 exhibitors
in featured zones
• Electric Avenue
• Family Discovery Zone
• E-Bike & EV Zones

Join Sparky the
Firefly how to learn
how to make your
home healthier by

living electric

Downtown Los Altos
100 block of State Street
and nearby parking area

SCAN
TO
LEARN
MORE

Community

Town Crier Report

Back by popular demand, Mountain 
View’s Community Services Agency 
(CSA) is set to host its annual Home-

less Services fundraiser as an ice cream sundae 
party for the fifth year in a row. Empty Bowls, 
traditionally a soup supper, became Sundaes 
on a Sunday to accommodate an outdoor take 
on the worldwide phenomenon pairing pot-
ters to fundraise for organizations serving the 
homeless.

​Featuring bottomless ice cream from Baskin-
Robbins, handmade bowls and fun children’s 
activities, this year’s event takes place from 2-4 

p.m., Sunday, April 26, in Rengstorff Park.
​Director of CSA’s Homeless Prevention and 

Homeless Services Program, Ariana Gomez, 
said, “Rising housing costs and economic un-
certainty continue to put increased pressure 
on those we serve and case managers remain 
steadfast in meeting their needs. We eagerly 
anticipate this fun and family-friendly event. 
The support from Empty Bowls sponsorships 
and ticket sales significantly contributes to sus-
taining CSA’s essential services for our com-
munity’s most vulnerable members.”

For tickets ($10-$40), visit tinyurl.com/
CSA-sundaes.

CSA hosts annual Empty Bowls 
fundraiser: Sundaes on a Sunday

TOWN CRIER FILE PHOTO 

The Community Services Agency is holding its Sundaes on a 
Sunday fundraiser April 26 in Rengstorff Park.
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Full-service bar, indoor & outdoor dining, private events

LUNCH
MON -  FRI  1 1 :30AM -  2 :30PM

SAT  &  S U N  1 2 P M  -  4 P M

DINNER
M O N  -  F R I  5 P M  -  9 P M

SAT  &  S U N  4 P M  -  9 P M

CAFEVITALE.COM
6 5 0 - 5 5 9 - 1 5 0 0  |  9 8 7  F R E M O N T  AV E ,  LO S  A LTO S

S P E C I A L  EV E N T S
LIVE PIANO MUSIC
Featuring Nancy Lane

April 27th

ITALIAN NIGHTS
Featuring Benito Rossetti 
and his accordion

April 24th

Celebrate Mom’s All Weekend Long May 8th, 9th & 10th!
All mothers enjoy a complimentary glass of Rosé or Prosecco

FREE Registration. Scan the QR code or
go to LosAltosKiwanis.org for information.
Sponsorships available

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

79th Pet Parade79th Pet Parade79th Pet Parade79th Pet Parade
Saturday, May 16
MAIN STREET, 
LOS ALTOS

Jose & Maria
Tel: (408)630-6972 Text/Call/Voicemail

E-Mail: cleanlikeneverbefore@gmail.com

AUTO DETAILING | MOVE-OUT CLEANING | LANDSCAPING

Community

Town Crier Report

W  estern Wheelers Bicycle Club, a Pen-
insula institution founded in Palo Alto, 
invites cyclists to its 50th Sequoia ride 

on Sunday, June 7, starting at Foothill College in 
Los Altos Hills. This storied event has tested rid-
ers on the Bay Area’s premier roads – including 
favorites through Los Altos – while supporting 
local bicycling organizations and coastside com-
munities for half a century.

​From Foothill College, five iconic routes de-
liver relentless climbs, sweeping descents and 
unrivaled Santa Cruz Mountains beauty – tow-
ering redwoods, ridgeline vistas and coastal pan-
oramas:

​• 100-mile Century: 10,000 ft. climbing – en-
durance pinnacle

​• 80-mile Gravel (2026 debut): 8,000 ft. mixed-
surface thrills

​• 75-mile Challenge: 7,900 ft. steep, rewarding 
ascents

​• 62-mile Metric Century: 6,600 ft. classic 
summit views

​• 43-mile Fun Ride: 2,800 ft. rolling local 
roads – family-friendly

​Riders of all ages, from racers to families, have 
made this a generational tradition across the Pen-
insula.

​“Fifty years prove The Sequoia’s magic: world-
class riding starts minutes from Foothill College,” 
said Jon Penn, Western Wheelers president.

​To register, visit westernwheelers.org/Se-
quoia. For more information, contactregistra-
tion@westernwheelers.org.

50th Sequoia ride begins June 7

Broken Box Theater Company 
stages ‘Our Town’ this week
By Mary Larsen
Staff Writer/newsroom@latc.com

Los Altos High School’s Broken Box Theater 
Company has chosen Thornton Wilder’s 
classic and ever-relevant “Our Town” for 

its last production of the year, playing Thursday 
through Saturday (April 23-25).

​The Pulitzer Prize-winning play is an ostensibly 
simple tale of ordinary people in a small town – but 
it’s much more than that. In a 1938 New York Times 
review of the Broadway production, Brooks Atkin-
son called “Our Town” “one of the finest achieve-
ments of the current stage” and “a hauntingly beau-
tiful play.”

​The play is set in the fictional town of Grover’s 
Corners, based on Peterborough, New Hampshire, 
where Wilder often spent his summers, but meant 
to represent any town. The three acts – “Daily Life,” 
“Love and Marriage” and “Death” – cover the full 
life cycle. It is in Act III, “Death,” that progatonist 
Emily fully grasps the beauty of ordinary life. Di-
rector Lisa Battle said that because of strict copy-
right rules, the play can’t be adapted or abridged. 
They did, however, split the stage manager’s big 
role into three parts, with one main stage manager 
for each act, interacting with the other two conver-
sationally. And three different actors play Emily, 
one for each act and stage of life.

​On the play’s relevance today, Battle said the 
play is a timeless masterpiece that examines what it 
means to be alive.

​“I think that Wilder wanted us all to examine 
the fact that our only legacy was who we were to 
each other,” she said. “We don’t always choose our 
roles in life but we can do our best to be there for 
our loved ones and take time to appreciate one an-
other.”

​The group followed Wilder’s suggestion for a 
very minimal set and props. The cast wears what 
Battle called “rehearsal production” shirts through-
out most of the play: T-shirts with their character’s 
name and epitaph, along with accessories. The 
actors analyzed their roles and wrote what they 
thought would be an appropriate epitaph – “Who 
were they to the people they left behind,” Battle 
said. Only in the final scene, when Emily leaves 
“rehearsal” and fully lives does the group appear 
in full costume. The cast of 20 actors and 10 tech-
nicians (who will also play extras) includes Nora 
Saraci-Alonso, Sarah Ardelean and Kira Polen as 

Emily; Sam Gali as George; and Jason Byrne, Abi-
gail Andrade and Samuel Hiltgen as the stage man-
agers. There’s also a student assistant director and a 
student music director. Battle said the students are 
excited to be doing a drama.

​“They were a little nervous that we wouldn’t 
have enough time (two and a half months) to do it 
justice, but they have all worked so hard and rose to 
the challenge,” she said.

​Battle, now a theater and survey/composition 
literature teacher, discovered her love of theater as 
an actor in Broken Box Theater when she was a stu-
dent at Los Altos High. As for going from acting in 
Broken Box to directing it, she couldn’t be happier.

​“I love producing plays with these talented 
young artists. Every rehearsal is so exciting and 
rewarding,” she said. “I loved being in these plays 
when I was a student and I cannot express how 
grateful I am to get the privilege to direct.”

​“Our Town” shows 7 p.m. April 23-25 at the Los 
Altos High School Eagle Theater, 201 Almond Ave. 
Tickets are $5 for students and $10 general admis-
sion. For tickets, visit tinyurl.com/BrokenBox-
OurTown.

​Follow Broken Box on Instagram at insta-
gram.com/lahsbrokenbox.

COURTESY OF BROKEN BOX THEATER COMPANY 

Los Altos High School’s Broken Box Theater 
Company will perform “Our Town” April 23-25.
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Schools
New LASD trustee emphasizes continuity, 

community engagement
By Julia Baum
Staff Writer/juliab@latc.com

Newly appointed Los 
Altos School District 
Trustee Brandon Stroy 

says his goal is not to change the 
district’s direction but to sustain 
its foundation while learning the 
role.
	 “I’m very much in the learn-
ing phase,” he said, describing 
his early weeks on the Board  
of Trustees since being sworn 
in on March 19. “I think the 
most important thing to know  
about me with regard to the 
board is I’m very much looking 
to learn.”
	 Stroy’s appointment fills a 
vacancy created when his pre-
decessor, former trustee Vladi-
mir Ivanovic, resigned in March 
after a disagreement with fel-
low board members over plans 
to build a future Bullis Charter 
School campus on the so-called 
“10th site” near the San Antonio 
Shopping Center in Mountain 
View. The board later selected 
Stroy as Ivanovic’s replacement 
through its standard appoint-
ment process.
	 Stroy, a native of Los Altos 
who attended local schools in-
cluding what is now Gardner 

Bullis Elementary, has two chil-
dren – one at Blach Interme-
diate School and the other at 
Mountain View High School. He 
brings years of PTA and com-
mittee experience across multi-
ple campuses, including work to 
improve coordination between 
the Los Altos Educational Foun-
dation and school PTAs.
	 When the board vacancy 
emerged, he said, it felt like a 
natural extension of that work.
	 “I wouldn’t say that I applied 
for this position with a motiva-
tion to make a change in how 
things were going,” Stroy said. 
“I’ve long felt the district is well 
managed and well taken care 
of by the board. My main mo-
tivating factor would be to help 
ensure continuity of that excel-
lence.”
	 As he gets up to speed, Stroy 
pointed to several key challenges 
facing the district, including bal-
ancing budget constraints with 
community expectations.
	 “Being able to meet our own 
goals as far as what we can pro-
vide students given the budget-
ary limitations – fundraising is 
an important part of that,” he 
said. He also cited fluctuating en-
rollment and questions around 
how to allocate space across 

campuses, particularly as the 
district plans for future facilities.
	 Despite those challenges, 
Stroy said his priorities center on 
maintaining strong educational 
quality, starting with support for 
teachers.
	 “Making sure that we have the 
best possible teachers … involves 
teacher development programs, 
giving them the resources that 
they need to give the students 
the education that they deserve,” 
he said. He added that ensuring 
classrooms are equipped with 
appropriate technology and re-

sources, along with addressing 
individual student needs, are 
also key.
	 A central theme of his ap-
proach is community engage-
ment – something he said he has 
already been doing through his 
PTA work and plans to continue 
as a trustee.
	 “I have built enough of a com-
munity that I hope people know 
me and are comfortable coming 
talking to me,” Stroy said. “At 
the same time, I want to keep on 
trying to engage more with folks 
… and being a presence on cam-

puses.”
	 Looking ahead, Stroy said 
success should be measured not 
individually but by the board’s 
ability to represent and respond 
to the community. He also plans 
to run for election when his ap-
pointed term expires in Decem-
ber. 
	 “I think my own success 
would depend on the success of 
the board as a whole,” he said, “in 
trying to accomplish communi-
cation, community engagement, 
and addressing the issues that are 
important to the community.”

LAHS student’s nonprofit brings art to underprivileged youth
By Ananya Kota
Town Crier Editorial Intern

Whether it is animal clay art, 
tote bag-making or painting, 
student-founded nonprofit 

organization KraftyKids offers a range 
of activities aimed to support disadvan-
taged kids.
	 KraftyKids, founded by Los Altos 
High School junior Maya Panchal, is a 
local organization aimed at supporting 
disadvantaged kids through art. This 
is done through various art-related ex-
ercises hosted by KraftyKids and its 
volunteers, and collaboration through 
various local homeless shelters, accord-
ing to Panchal. 
	 Panchal said she founded KraftyKids 
due to her enjoyment of working with 
youth and her belief that art helps ex-
press emotions. 
	 “Using art to bring people together 
was how I decided to (create) something 
like this and work with kids who need it 
the most,” Panchal said. “Especially in 

homeless shelters, they (kids) experi-
ence a lot of trauma, and so by using … 
different events and workshops, we can 
work to reduce the effects of adverse 
childhood experiences.”
	 Events and workshops hosted by 
KraftyKids vary, Panchal said. In the 
past, workshops have included paint-
ing, clay art and tote bag-making. One 
event, Panchal said, involved giving 
stuffed animals to blind children, al-
lowing them to understand and discuss 
with other kids how the animal feels, 
and to make a clay mold of it. 
	 “I generally have people work in 
groups, because I feel like collaboration 
is such a great thing, and it’s very help-
ful for the kids,” Panchal said. 
	 KraftyKids collaborates with sev-
eral local organizations, including Life-
Moves Mountain View, where Panchal 
has hosted several workshops. 
	 “I would say (the workshops) defi-
nitely help, just because a lot of the kids 
here have gone through a lot,” said Vi-

cente Garcia-Luna, the coordinator at 
LifeMoves. “Whenever (the kids) have 
some outside organization do an activ-

ity with them … they’re always excited 

COURTESY OF BRANDON STROY 

New Los Altos School District Trustee Brandon Stroy filled a vacancy left by Vladimir Ivanovic.

COURTESY OF MAYA PANCHAL 

Los Altos High junior Maya Panchal founded KraftyKids, aimed at supporting 
disadvantaged kids through art. 

See KIDS, Page 15
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Schools

De Anza President
Omar Torres resigns

By Julia Baum
Staff Writer/juliab@latc.com

De Anza College Presi-
dent Omar Torres has 
resigned after roughly 

15 months in the role, accord-
ing to an email sent to cam-
pus staff April 13. Foothill-De 
Anza Community College 
District officials said Torres 
stepped down to “focus on 
family.”
	 Torres’ resignation follows 
a recent leadership transition 
that began in March, when he 
took a leave of absence. Dur-
ing that time, Chancellor Lee 
Lambert and Vice President 
of Instruction Ram Subrama-
niam assumed those duties.
	 Torres began his tenure in 
January 2025, launching his 
presidency with a “100 days of 
listening” initiative aimed at 
gathering input from the cam-
pus community.
	 An interim president was 
selected the same day the res-
ignation was announced and 

is expect-
ed to be 
f o r m a l l y 
p r e s e n t -
ed to the 
Board of 
Tr u s t e e s 
at a special 
m e e t i n g 
on Friday, April 17 at 3:15 p.m.
	 The district has confirmed 
a search for a permanent 
president will begin, though 
no detailed timeline has been 
released. In an email, district 
officials said such searches 
typically take several months 
and include stakeholder en-
gagement and national re-
cruitment. “We expect the up-
coming search to be similar in 
overall duration and process 
to prior presidential searches 
in the district,” officials said. 
More information about the 
interim appointment and the 
presidential search process 
is expected in the coming 
weeks.

and happy.”
	 Garcia-Luna added that 
these activities are important 
for kids to engage in to give 
them their experiences with 
various forms of art. He noted 
that after talking to the kids 
post-activity, they generally 
seemed more content. 
	 “You can always see af-
terwards that they’re in a 
better mood,” Garcia-Luna 
said. “That (mood) carries on 
throughout the week.”
	 In the future, Panchal 
said she hopes to expand 
KraftyKids by partnering with 
other local organizations while 
continuing to fulfill its original 
mission of supporting kids. 
	 “I want to expand more, 
but also have the same idea of 
building a positive mindset, 
fostering collaboration and 
bringing people together,” 
Panchal said. “I can strive 
to continue to provide that 
through kids’ workshops.”
	 For more information on 
KraftyKids, visit kraftykids.
org.

COURTESY OF MAYA PANCHAL 

Students take part in art activities hosted by KraftyKids.

KIDS 
From Page 14

Omar Torres
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Sports
St. Francis softball beats Valley Christian in WCAL battle  
By Curtis Driscoll 
Staff Writer/curtisd@latc.com

St. Francis dispatched one 
of its main challengers 
for the WCAL throne in 

a 5-2 win over Valley Christian 
Wednesday, thanks to some 
timely power hitting from its 
young stars. 
	 Freshman Penny Duus hit 
a home run to left center in 
the bottom of the fourth, and 
sophomore Emi Yumiba had 
an RBI double in the third and 
a homer in the fifth to keep Val-
ley Christian at bay. Yumiba got 
the pitch she was looking for on 
her home run, allowing her to 
hit a line drive bullet over the 
center field wall, the deepest 
part of the yard. Yumiba is bat-
ting .380 with two homers and 
13 RBIs on the season, with the 
home run giving the Lancers a 
4-1 lead and enough of a cush-
ion to secure the win. 
	 “I was looking for more out-
side pitches because I know 
that’s what they tend to pitch, 
so I was just kind of hunting 
when I knew they were getting 
thrown,” Yumiba said. 
	 While the early league test 
went in favor of St. Francis 

(17-2), the team must still visit 
Valley Christian (13-3) in a few 
weeks. St. Francis’ only league 
loss the past two campaigns 
was away against Valley Chris-
tian last season, with the two 
West Catholic Athletic League 
teams splitting the season se-
ries and finishing tied for first 
at 9-1. 
	 “I would definitely say they 
are one of the top teams in the 
league without question, if not 
our section,” St. Francis coach 
Mike Oakland said. “Jackie 
(Hinojosa) has done a great job 
over there getting those kids 
to compete and play well, and 
they are really tough to play at 
their place, yeah, definitely a 
huge challenge for us.” 
	 Valley Christian has steadi-
ly improved in league play 
over the past few years, rising 
from solid middle finishers to 
sweeping Mitty last season and 
splitting the season series with 
St. Francis, the two main con-
tenders each year. 
	 “Our games are always 
tough against them, every 
single year,” Yumiba said. 
“They’ve got really good bats, 
so that’s something we watch 
out for.”

	
	
	
	
	 Valley Christian kept it close 
Wednesday thanks to a solo 
home run from Soledad Healy 
in the fourth to make it 2-1 and 
looked poised to rally down 
4-1 in the sixth. With runners 
at first and second, Hannah Pa-
quiz hit an RBI double to left 

center that would have scored 
even more if not for a great re-
lay throw by St. Francis to tag 
Valley Christian’s Charlotte 
Coney at the plate to end the 
inning. A strong outfield throw 
to shortstop Peyton Tsao al-
lowed the infielder to deliver 

a strike to catcher Malianna 
Liongitau. Instead of being 4-3 
with a runner on third and two 
outs, the inning was over. 
	 “We practice that pretty 
much daily, and to (the) point 

JEFFERY STONE/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Valley Christian baserunner Charlotte Coney is tagged out at home plate during Wednesday’s 
game against St. Francis. The tag helped end the top of the sixth inning and ensured St. Francis 
held onto its 4-2 lead. 

See SOFTBALL, Page 17

Los Altos School District Junior Olympics held at MVHS

GABRIELA DE CARVALHO TELLES/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INERN  

The 64th Los Altos School District Junior Olympics took place Saturday at Mountain View High School, featuring a day of athletic events and community pride. 
Each of the district’s seven elementary schools participated. 
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       4TH SUNDAYS 
MARCH-OCTOBER

FIND US ONLINE @ HEADWESTMARKETPLACE.COM
IN PARTNERSHIP W/ LOS ALTOS VILLAGE ASSOC. + STATE STREET MARKET

FIND MORE INFO ONLINE

NEXT UP: SUN, APRIL 26TH

STATE STREET
LOS ALTOS

Your Life Is Worth 
Remembering

Packages starting from $150

The best time to tell your story is now!
Let’s capture it together.

Kamakshi Ayyar
Journalist/Biographer

650-656-1075
hello@kamakshiayyar.com

www.rootsandreflections.life

Sports

of almost nausea, but I tell them afterwards, 
that’s why we do it, because we get into the game 
and you know exactly what to do, you don’t have 
to think about it, you can do it and you can ex-
ecute it, and it’s a thing of beauty,” Oakland said. 
	 The bats for St. Francis woke up in the lat-
ter half of the game after a slow start, scoring at 
least one run in the final four innings, a level of 
consistency Oakland wants to see more of dur-
ing the season. 
	 “I’d like to see us continuing to improve of-
fensively, build off our pitching we’ve already es-
tablished, just continue to get better defensively 
as well, running the bases,” Oakland said. “I 
think offensively, just being able to put up runs 
against good pitching is the biggest key for us.”
	 The win would not have been possible with-
out the strong pitching from starter Mercedes 
Coller. The sophomore pitched a complete 
game, giving up only two runs and striking out 
seven. Oakland praised Coller for her pitching 
movement over the plate and competitiveness. 
After struggling with back injuries last year as 
a freshman, Coller is back healthy to form a for-
midable young pitching duo with fellow sopho-
more Bianka Fisher. 
	 “She was in a really competitive mode today, 
I could tell from the first pitch,” Oakland said. 

	
	
	

	 St. Francis is now 3-0 in league play and hosts 
Liberty 3:30 p.m. today, with its next league 
game 4 p.m. tommorow away to Sacred Heart 
Cathedral. 

SOFTBALL
From Page 16

ALAN HWANG/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER 

St. Francis pitcher Mercedes Coller. 

Town Crier Report 

The Foothill Youth Basketball league re-
cently had a successful showing at its 
end-of-season All-Star Tournament, 

held March 15-18 in Pismo Beach.
	 The league fielded teams in 12 divisions and 
brought home five first-place trophies from the 

seventh-grade boys, fourth-grade boys, third-
grade boys, the D2 girls and the D3 girls. Foot-
hill Youth Basketball features student athletes 
from Los Altos, Cupertino and Sunnyvale and 
is composed of players across multiple grade lev-
els, from third through seventh grade, with both 
boys’ and girls’ divisions represented. 

Foothill Youth Basketball league 
sees success at All-Star Tourney

COURTESY OF NELSON LUI

The third grade all star championship team, from left to right: Matthew Grunewald (Assistant 
Coach), Bennett Lilly, Joshua Wu, Ryan Hamby, Charlie Sohn, Charlie Grunewald, Devin Lui, 
Rayan Syed, Vihann Bobbarjung, Benny Woodward, Nelson Lui (Head Coach) and Teddy Paoli. 
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10 AM
190 Jordan Avenue, 
Los Altos
9 AM & 11:30 AM
1300 Grant Road, 
Los Altos

Online Service 
9 AM and 11:30 AM
Cuestapark.org 

SUNDAY SERVICES

ALL ARE WELCOME

To list your Religious Organization,  
please email Janice at 

JaniceF@Latc.com

9:00 Contemporary Service
and Sunday School

11:00 Traditional Service & Choir

1715 Grant Road • Los Altos
BETWEEN FOOTHILL BLVD. & FREMONT AVE.

650-967-4906 • www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN LOS ALTOS

Come Share the Spirit

1715 Grant Road, Los Altos
650-967-4906  •  www.ilclosaltos.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN  
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS

Inspirational messages and 
great music! Please 

visit our website 
at ilclosaltos.com 

for more information!

Join us online or in person 
for worship at 10 am! 

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012

office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Zoom Link

Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10am In-Person & Online

www.LosAltosLutheran.org

Los Altos Lutheran Church

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

RELIGIOUS DIRECTORY

Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D. Stanley, Pastor
St. Nicholas Church

473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos

Sat:   8 am
Sun:  8 am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French)
M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm

Sat:  4 pm
Sun: 9 am, 11 am*, 5 pm
         *in-person & livestream

St. William Church
611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

Mass Schedule Mass Schedule

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

People Ma�er. Truth Ma�ers.
                      The Gospel is Our Only Hope.

Service

Home of Los Altos Christian Schools www.lacs.com

www.bridges.church

UNION CHURCH
A Community of Christ Followers Loving, 

Learning & Serving Together

www.youtube.com/ 
@unionpresbyterianchurchlos437

Worship 10am
~ Join us in person or online ~

858 University Ave. 
www.unionpc.org

(650) 948-4361

St. Simon  Catholic  
Church & School 

 
Please check our website for 

links to Live Stream Mass 
www.stsimon.church 

 

Mass Schedule 
Weekday:  6:30 am & 8:30 am 
Saturday:  8:30 am & 5:00 pm 

Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm 
 
 

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor 
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos  94024 

650-880-1401 

 

First Church of Christ, Scientist

ChristianScienceLosAltos.org
See website for details and updates

401 University Ave,
LOS ALTOS

Sunday Service  
10am-11am

READING ROOM  60 Main Street 
Wed 9:30am -12pm • Thur 2pm - 4pm • Sat 9am-12pm

Sunday School  
10am-11am

Wed. Testimony Meeting  7:30pm
~ Call-in Available for Services ~

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

Stepping Out

By Zoë Friedman
Town Crier Editorial Intern

TheatreWorks Silicon Val-
ley’s long-awaited pro-
duction of “Come From 

Away” has finally taken flight, 
opening last week in Mountain 
View.
	 For artistic director emeritus 
and TheatreWorks founder Rob-

ert Kelley, the journey to this 
moment has been more than a 
decade in the making. 
	 “As a company, we’ve been 
trying to get the rights to ‘Come 
From Away’ since, really, 2013,” 
he said of the musical, which 
runs through May 10 at the 
Mountain View Center for the 
Performing Arts.
	 Kelley first encountered 
“Come From Away” in a work-
shop at a New York festival that 
same year and was immediately 
struck by its emotional impact. 
	 “It really overwhelmed me. … 
It was such a beautiful, touching, 
positive, uplifting show that had 
wonderful music. It was funny 
but also deeply moving,” he re-
called. “Right then and there, I 
was determined that we would 
find a way for it to come here.”
	 Set in the immediate after-
math of Sept. 11, 2001, the musi-
cal tells the true story of airline 
passengers stranded in Gander, 
Newfoundland, when U.S. air-
space abruptly closed to air traf-
fic. 
	 While the day itself reflected 
“humanity at its worst,” Kel-
ley said, the response from the 
people of Gander was “a sense 
of positive thought and caring 
in the face of hatred and anger, 
making (the show) perfect for 
our community.”
	 Now, after years of anticipa-
tion, Kelley said the production 
has come together in ways that 
exceed his hopes. 
	 “We wound up with a cast 
that I think is a dream,” he said. 
“After just a week of rehears-
als, I’m totally thrilled by all of 
them.”
	 The show comes with chal-
lenges for the performers, who 
rapidly shift between multiple 
roles – sometimes even within 
the same scene. 
	 “There’s a real logistical chal-
lenge,” Kelley noted. “They play 
the citizens of Gander and the 
people on the planes, often going 
back and forth.”
	 For actress Melissa Wolf-
Klain, who plays pilot Beverley 
Bass, the complexity is part of 
the appeal. 
	 “This show has been on ev-
eryone’s bucket list, and because 
it’s the Bay Area premiere, it was 
a very sought-after thing to do,” 

she said. “It’s just a really beau-
tiful show and a true ensemble 
piece. I feel so lucky to be a part 
of it.” 
	 WolfKlain, a Foster City na-
tive and TheatreWorks veteran, 
described Bass, the first female 
captain at American Airlines, as 
“a trailblazer and really inspir-
ing person. … I’m fortunate to be 
able to play her.”
	 The 100-minute musical is 
performed without intermission 
and keeps the actors onstage 
nearly the entire time, demand-
ing stamina and focus. 
	 “Because it’s such an en-
semble community show, we 
are all doing things all the time, 
so you don’t really get a break,” 
WolfKlain said. “It’s a lot of work 
and a lot of brain power. That 
can be hard, but it can also be re-
ally rewarding.”
	 That sense of shared effort ex-
tends offstage as well. Both Kel-
ley and WolfKlain emphasized 
the strong camaraderie among 
the cast, many of whom are Bay 
Area natives and have worked 
together before. 
	 “We already have that re-
spect for each other going in,” 
WolfKlain said. “That really 
helps to feed the community as-
pect on stage.”
	 At its core, “Come From 
Away” balances heavy subject 
matter with an ultimately opti-
mistic message. 
	 “It’s definitely a challenge not 
to let the heaviness drag down 
the piece,” WolfKlain said. “It is 
such a hopeful story and a com-
ing together of all kinds of peo-
ple. It should be joyful.”
	 Both artists see the show as 
especially relevant today. 
	 “People are being divided all 
over our country,” WolfKlain 
said. “Hopefully, people can see 
this and remember that we need 
to build each other up and be 
supportive of each other. There’s 
enough love and support for ev-
eryone.”
	 For Kelley, the impact is per-
sonal.
	 “This wonderful musical ac-
tually changed me,” he said. “I’m 
really hoping that our audience 
will feel the same way.”
	 For times, tickets ($34-$115) 
and more information, visit 
theatreworks.org.

PHOTO BY KEVIN BERNE

Newfoundlanders and stranded passengers mix in TheatreWorks’ 
“Come From Away,” playing at MVCPA through May 10.

TheatreWorks’ ‘Come From Away’ 
continues run in Mountain View
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Living Well

By Jean Kohler and  
Victoria Kaempf

The One Big Beauti-
ful Bill Act of 2025 
introduced a new type 

of savings vehicle known as a 
Trump account, designed to 
help children begin investing 
early in life. Recently, the U.S. 
Treasury and IRS provided 
more detail about how the ac-
counts will operate. In gen-
eral, Trump accounts provide 
a way for parents, relatives, 
employers and certain organi-
zations to contribute money 
each year on behalf of a minor. 
The concept is straightfor-
ward. Provide a simple invest-
ment account that can grow 
over time and potentially sup-
port future milestones such as 
education, homeownership or 
other long-term goals.
	 To establish a Trump ac-
count, an election must be 
made on the child’s behalf by 
filing IRS Form 4547 (Trump 
Account Election(s)) or by 
completing the process online 
at trumpaccounts.gov. Gener-
ally, the election may be made 
by a parent or legal guardian, 
an adult sibling, or a grand-
parent. The beneficiary must 

be under age 18 during the tax 
year in which the election is 
made and must have a Social 
Security number.
	 Contributions may be 
made by the beneficiary, 
the beneficiary’s parents or 
relatives, employers or certain 
governmental or tax-exempt 
organizations. For 2026 and 
2027, annual contributions are 
limited to $5,000. This limit 
will be adjusted for inflation 
in later years. In addition, a 
pilot program provides an 
initial contribution for certain 
children. If a beneficiary is 
born between January 1, 2025, 
and December 31, 2028, the 
U.S. Treasury will contribute 
$1,000 to that child’s Trump 
account. This seed contribu-
tion does not count toward the 
$5,000 annual contribution 
cap, and similar contributions 
from governmental or tax-
exempt organizations are also 
excluded from the limit.
	 While the beneficiary 
is a minor, investment op-

tions within the account are 
limited. Funds may only be 
invested in mutual funds or 
exchange-traded funds (ETFs) 
that track an index of primar-
ily U.S. companies, such as the 
S&P 500. These funds must 
not use leverage and must 
have annual fees of no more 
than 0.1%. During the child’s 
minority, the investments in 
the account grow tax free.
	 Withdrawals from the 

account are generally not 
permitted while the benefi-
ciary is under age 18. Limited 
exceptions include correcting 
excess contributions, rolling 
over funds from other quali-
fied accounts, or distributions 
made in the event of the ben-
eficiary’s death. 
	 In the calendar year in 
which the beneficiary turns 
18, the account becomes sub-
ject to rules similar to those 

that apply to a traditional 
IRA. At that point, withdraw-
als may be subject to a 10% 
early withdrawal penalty un-
less the distribution qualifies 
for certain exceptions, includ-
ing qualified higher education 
expenses, first-time home 
purchases, or withdrawals 
made after age 59½.
	 When funds are withdrawn, 

Trump Accounts:  
A new savings choice for children

Estate  
Planning

By Duanni Hurd

We are living longer than any 
generation in human his-
tory. Over the past century, 

advances in medicine, public health 
and technology have added decades 
to the average lifespan. In many parts 
of the world, living into our 80s and 
90s is no longer exceptional. But while 
longevity has advanced rapidly, the 
systems that support those extra years 
have not evolved at the same pace. 
The result is a quiet but growing reali-
ty: Many families are navigating aging 
without the infrastructure needed to 
support it. And when infrastructure is 
missing, crisis often fills the gap. 
	 Modern medicine has extended 
lifespan, but health-span – the years 
lived in good health and indepen-
dence – has not kept pace. This cre-
ates what might be called the longev-
ity paradox: we have gained more 
years of life, yet we have not fully 

designed how those years should be 
lived. 
	 When aging is not designed in-
tentionally, the consequences often 
appear in moments of urgency: a 
sudden hospitalization, a fall at home, 
cognitive decline that families did not 
anticipate, or difficult medical deci-
sions made under pressure. In these 
moments, families are forced to make 
complex decisions with little prepara-
tion and limited support. Those deci-
sions shape the final decades of life, 
and too often they are made during 
crisis. 
	 Most conversations about longev-
ity focus on biology: diet, exercise, 
supplements, and medical interven-
tions. These factors matter, but they 
represent only part of the picture. In 

practice, aging outcomes are shaped 
by several interconnected layers, 
including preventive healthcare, the 
environments where people live, the 
systems that coordinate support and 
care, and the decisions families make 
over time. 
	 When these layers are thoughtfully 
designed, people are far more likely 
to experience aging with stability, 
dignity and quality of life. When they 
are not, families encounter fragmen-
tation, stress and uncertainty. Aging, 
in other words, is not just something 
that happens to us. It is something 
shaped by the systems around us. 
	 One of the least-discussed aspects 
of longevity is what might be called 
the “infrastructure of aging.” Behind 
every older adult navigating later life 
successfully, there is usually an invis-
ible network of support: coordinated 
healthcare providers, family members 
providing oversight, home environ-

ments adapted for safety and mobility, 
financial and logistical planning, and 
access to community and social con-
nection. 
	 This infrastructure rarely appears 
in headlines about longevity inno-
vation, yet it is often the factor that 
determines whether aging unfolds 
with stability or with crisis. When 
these systems are absent or poorly 
coordinated, hospitals often become 
the default coordinators of care – a 
role they were never designed to play. 
The result is reactive and fragmented 
decision-making. 
	 Although healthcare systems play 
an important role, most critical ag-
ing decisions are ultimately made by 
families. Adult children frequently 
find themselves confronting difficult 
questions: When is it time to adjust 
living arrangements, what level of 

Aging by design: Why longevity without infrastructure can lead to crisis 

Journey into Aging

OTELLO-STPDC/ADOBE STOCK

Trump accounts help families plan their children’s savings with rules similar to traditional IRAs.

Living Well is published once a month. For advertising information, email sales@latc.com. 

See SAVINGS, Page 20

See AGING, Page 20
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the tax treatment depends on 
the source of the contribu-
tions. Investment earnings 
(i.e., the growth), employer 
contributions, nonprofit 
contributions and the $1,000 
government seed contribution 
are treated as taxable income 
when distributed. However, 
after-tax contributions made 
by parents or other individu-
als are not taxed again when 
withdrawn. Once the benefi-
ciary reaches adulthood, the 
account may also be rolled 
over into a traditional IRA, af-
ter which standard IRA rules 
apply.
	 Trump accounts are intend-
ed to provide a way for chil-
dren to begin building savings 

at an early age. The accounts, 
however, do have their limita-
tions. For example, (1) annual 
contributions are capped; 
(2) contributions must be 
invested in specific U.S. stock 
index funds with low fees; (3) 
only one account is allowed 
per child; (4) the U.S. Trea-
sury $1,000 seed contribution 
is only available to newborns 
born between 2025-2028; 
(5) funds generally cannot 
be withdrawn until the child 
reaches age 18; (6) a 10% early 
withdrawal penalty will be 
applied for withdrawals made 
before the beneficiary is age 
59 1/2 unless the withdrawal 
is for the beneficiary’s educa-
tion or the purchase of the 
beneficiary’s first home; and 
(7) with few exceptions, the 
beneficiary will pay income 

tax on withdrawals. Other sav-
ings vehicles – such as Roth 
IRAs or 529 education savings 
plans– may offer greater tax 
advantages, greater flexibil-
ity and higher contribution 
limits for many families. As a 
result, Trump accounts may 
serve as a complementary 
option rather than a primary 
savings strategy, depending 
on a family’s financial goals 
and planning priorities. We 
will address some of the other 
savings options in our next 
article.
	 Jean M. Kohler, Esq. and 
Victoria Kaempf, Esq. are 
attorneys-at-law with the 
Kohler Legacy Law Group, 
PC, in Los Altos. For more 
information, call (650) 475-
0209 or visit kohlerlegac-
ylaw.com.

The Town Crier is more than just a 
newspaper; it’s a community asset.
From school sports to town council 
meetings, the Town Crier keeps you 
informed.

Subscribe to 
the Town Crier!

138 Main Street, Los Altos 
650.948.9000 • losaltosonline.com

Scan QR code 
and 

subscribe

      LOCAL,

LIKE YOU

Do you need to 
have a Legal or 
Public Notice 

published?
Then look no further than the Los Altos Town Crier.

The Town Crier’s unmatched service can take 
care of your Fictitious Business Name Statement, 
Notice of Probate, Name Change and much more.

For more information, 
contact Melissa at 

(650) 397-5208, 
or email: 

 legals@latc.com

❖ Studio and One Bedroom Units        

❖ Beautiful Landscaping

❖Compassionate Care

We provide a serene atmosphere 
where residents can enjoy their golden 
years and maintain their dignity.

To schedule a tour please call: 650-961-6484
1855 Miramonte Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040

www.villa-siena.org

Licensed by the CA. Dept. of Health Services #220000432 and CA Dept of Social Services #430708114 • Sponsored by the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul

VILLA SIENA
SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
INDEPENDENT LIVING, ASSISTED LIVING,  

AND SKILLED NURSING CARE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5-Star Ratings from: 
Centers of Medicare & Medicaid 

City Beat News Customer Satisfaction Report 
US News & World Report – Best Nursing Homes 

 

Top Ratings from:

Living Well

care is appropriate, how should medical deci-
sions be approached, and how can indepen-
dence be preserved while maintaining safety? 
These are not small decisions. They shape 
daily life, relationships and long-term well-
being. Yet families often face them with little 
guidance, limited planning, and enormous 
emotional weight. This is why the concept of 
aging by design matters. 
	 If longer lives are becoming the norm, we 
must begin to design the systems that support 
them. Aging by design means approaching 
later life with intention rather than improvisa-
tion. It means thinking earlier and more sys-
tematically about environments that support 
mobility and safety, preventive health and 
lifestyle choices, systems that coordinate care 
and communication, and family frameworks 
for decision-making. 
	 The goal is not to eliminate the uncertain-
ties of aging, as that would be impossible. The 

goal is to reduce unnecessary crises by design-
ing better support structures around individu-
als and families. 
	 The future of longevity will not be shaped 
solely by scientific breakthroughs or medical 
technologies. It will also be shaped by how 
well we design the everyday systems that sup-
port longer lives: homes, communities, care 
models and family decision structures. These 
elements may lack the glamour of biotechnol-
ogy or cutting-edge medicine, but they are 
essential to translating longevity into quality 
of life lived. 
	 Longer lives alone are not the measure of 
progress. The real measure is whether those 
years are lived with dignity, stability and con-
nection. And that requires design. 
	 Duanni Hurd is founder and CEO of Star-
light Caregivers, a Los Altos-based home-
care organization that serves Santa Clara 
and San Mateo counties. For more informa-
tion, visit starlightcaregivers.com. Find her 
aging life care tips on Instagram @duanni-
hurd.

AGING
From Page 19

SAVINGS
From Page 21
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Trusted by Tens of Thousands of Amazing
Patients, Leading Organizations and Many

Local Physicians Since 1977

Advanced audiological
care with '360
Communication'
testing

Expertise on all
levels of hearing
technology and
assistive devices

Speciality in Cochlear
Implant evaluations,
device selection, and
programming

(650) 941-0664
www.pacifichearingservice.com

Silicon Valley’s Most Trusted
Hearing Care Experts

496 First Street. Suite 120. Los Altos, CA 94022

Tinnitus assessments
and individualized
counseling

Call to schedule a time to experience the vibrant life at 
Moldaw today! For more information, visit our website.

650-433-3629 | MOLDAW.ORG

You’ve already lived an extraordinary life.
This is where you make it even richer. 

Welcome to a campus designed for people 
who are still curious, still engaged, and 

still very much in the world. A place where 
independence is assumed, growth is 

encouraged, and age is simply part of the 
mix—not the point.

Here, you don’t “slow down.”

You lean in

This Isn’t a Senior Residence. It’s a 
Life Enrichment Campus.

“
This information is intended for educational purposes only and should not replace professional medical guidance.

DO YOU KNOW YOUR BLOOD TYPE? 
Are you aware that certain foods you eat 
will act as friends or foes of your body?

Learn more about the revolutionary plant-
based for your blood type movement to 
living your best life! 

healthybuddha.akanna.com • 650-963-9196

     I was pre-diabetic 
and now I'm not!”

- BTE

Los Altos–Based Home Care Agency
Enhancing the quality of life for seniors 
and peace of mind for their families.

See how we make a difference- 
CONTACT US TODAY!

(650) 600-8108    www.starlightcaregivers.com

Living Well

What lenders look at in mortgage applications
Statepoint

Qualifying for a mortgage 
can be intimidating. By 
learning what lenders 

assess when deciding whether 
to make a loan, you can take 
actionable steps now toward 
homeownership.
	 While credit history is an es-
sential metric, it’s not the only 
one at play. There are actually 
four core factors – the four C’s 
– that lenders consider: capac-
ity, capital, collateral and credit. 
Here’s what to know about each 
one:

Loan repayment 
	 Lenders want to make sure 
you have the means to comfort-
ably take on a mortgage. To do 
so, they look at your income, 
employment history, savings, 
monthly debt payments and 
other financial obligations.
	 One of the ways lenders verify 
your income is by reviewing sev-
eral years of your federal income 
tax returns and W-2s, along with 
current pay stubs. They evaluate 
your income based on:
	 • The source and type of in-
come (e.g., salaried, commis-
sion or self-employed)
	 • How long you’ve been re-
ceiving the income and whether 
it’s been stable
	 • How long that income is 
expected to continue into the 
future

	 Countering that, lenders also 
review your recurring monthly 
debts or liabilities, such as car 
payments, student loans, credit 
card payments, personal loans, 
child support and alimony.

Capital
	 A review of your overall capi-
tal is used to determine your 
ability to make mortgage pay-
ments. Having cash reserves 
proves that you can manage 
your finances and that you have 
funds, in addition to your in-
come, that you can access fairly 
quickly.
	 Cash reserves might include 
savings, money market funds 
and other investments that can 
be converted to cash, such as 
individual retirement accounts, 
certificates of deposit, stocks, 
bonds or 401(k) accounts. Along 
with cash reserves, other ac-
ceptable sources of capital might 
include gifts from family mem-
bers, down payment or closing 
cost assistance programs, grants 
and sweat equity.
	 Lenders may also look at the 
last two months of statements 
for your checking and savings 
accounts, money market ac-
counts or investment accounts 
to evaluate how much capital 
you have.

Collateral
	 Lenders consider the value of 
the property you’re pledging as 

security against the loan. In the 
case of a mortgage, the collateral 
is the home you’re buying. If you 
don’t pay your mortgage, the 
mortgage company could take 
possession of your home. This 
is known as foreclosure. To de-
termine the fair market value of 
the home you’d like to buy, your 
lender will order an appraisal of 
the property that will compare 
its value to similar homes in the 
neighborhood.

Credit
	 Lenders check your credit 
score and history to assess your 
record of paying bills and other 
debts on time. This helps lend-
ers gauge your financial stability 
and thus your risk of defaulting 
on your loan. In addition, your 
credit score could dictate your 
interest rate and how much of a 
down payment will be required.
	 Freddie Mac tools can help 
you assess your readiness to  
buy a home and discover how 
much you may qualify to bor-
row. Visit myhome.freddiemac.
com to access a Mortgage 
Amount Calculator and oth-
er home buyer preparedness  
resources.
	 Having a better understand-
ing of how lenders evaluate po-
tential loan applicants will give 
you an opportunity to prepare 
financially to take out a loan. It 
can also help you navigate the 
process with confidence.
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YES.YES.YES.

Are there still cardiologists out there who
 talk to you instead of their computers?

Before we listen to your heart, we listen to you.
We created Golden State Heart & Vascular to deliver the personalized care patients deserve. 
We offer the advanced, comprehensive services you might expect from a major medical 
center — close to home — and without the red tape and long wait. 

Our experts make sure you don’t feel rushed or go home with more questions than you 
had coming in. You can count on us for the gold standard in cardiovascular care, including:

• Experts at the top of their fi eld

• Hassle-free scheduling without the typical wait

• Innovative treatments, some of which were pioneered by our physicians

Learn more at gshav.com or call today for an appointment.

Additional offi ces in 
BURLINGAME 
MONTEREY
SALINAS
WATSONVILLE

LOS GATOS
408-495-5004
15075 Los Gatos Blvd, Suite 150 

MOUNTAIN VIEW
650-695-0955
2490 Hospital Drive, Suite 106
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Business & Real Estate
By Johanna Klaiman
Pacific Coast Farmers’ Market Asso-
ciation

The first thing you notice at 
the Downtown Los Altos 
Farmers’ Market is the buzz 

of excitement and anticipation. Be-
fore the market is even officially 
open, eager customers line up at 
P&K Farms, patiently waiting for 
baskets of the farm’s sweet Wat-
sonville strawberries, each berry 
hand-selected before being placed 
into a basket.
	 The strawberries are only the 
beginning. Standing in that line, it 
becomes clear there is something 
magical in the air. On Thursday 
evenings, the intersection of Third 
and State Street transforms into 
one of Los Altos’ most beloved 
weekly traditions. The aroma of 
sizzling porchetta from Roli Roti 
drifts through the air; colorful 
tents stretch down the block, and 
neighbors gather under the eve-
ning sun to shop, snack and social-
ize. 
	 As Scott Hunter, executive di-
rector of the Los Altos Village As-
sociation, said, the “weekly farm-
ers market is not only a place to 
find outstanding fresh food… but it 
is also a beloved community gath-
ering place.”

	 That gathering place is set to 
return for another season April 30, 
with an opening celebration begin-
ning at 3:45 p.m. Community lead-
ers will gather for a ceremonial rib-
bon cutting to officially welcome 
shoppers back. To celebrate open-
ing day, children can participate in 

a crafting activity with the Power 
of Produce Club, decorating tote 
bags with farmers market fruit de-
signs. Following the festivities, the 
market will continue every Thurs-
day from 4 to 8 p.m. through Octo-
ber 15. 
	 The vendors themselves are 

deeply rooted in the community. 
New to the market this season is 
Brain Foods, serving mouthwa-
tering Indian food. Local custom-
ers may already know the team 
from their nearby restaurant, Au-
rum, located just down the street. 
Their arrival reflects the close ties 

between the market and the sur-
rounding downtown. 
	 The market also offers the per-
fect blend of comfort and discov-
ery, a chance to return to familiar 
favorites while trying something 
new. There’s nothing quite like 
fresh blueberries from Triple De-
light Blueberries, and many shop-
pers await the arrival of mulberries 
from Very Mulberry each season, 
a unique market favorite. Mean-
while, Zaida’s Kitchen continues to 
serve authentic Oaxacan food, and 
newcomer Shindig Home and Gar-
den offers microgreens still on the 
grow pad for shoppers to harvest 
and toss onto their favorite dishes. 
	 It may sound cliché to say the 
farmers market is more than a 
place to fill your fridge, but for 
many in Los Altos, it truly is a cor-
nerstone of the community. 	
	 “There’s no app for running into 
your neighbor. The farmers  mar-
ket coming back to downtown Los 
Altos gives us that again,” Crysta 
Krames, Los Altos Mountain View 
Community Foundation CEO, 
said.
	 Whether for a weekly grocery 
run, to grab dinner after work, or 
to simply soak in the lively atmo-
sphere, the Downtown Los Altos 
Farmers’ Market offers something 
for everyone. 

COURTESY OF THE PACIFIC COAST FARMERS’ MARKET ASSOCIATION

Locals peruse vendors’ stalls at the Downtown Los Altos Farmers’ Market in May 2025.

Los Altos farmers market set to make its return April 30

By Artie Green

After languish-
ing for well over a 
decade, gold has    

 suddenly garnered a lot of me-
dia attention after having risen 
more than 60% over the past 
year. Even investors who are 
not performance chasers are 
asking if this might be a good 
time to buy some.
	 The bullish case is compel-
ling. As an asset class, gold 
has been historically uncor-
related with both equity and 
fixed income investments. A 
basic tenet of modern port-
folio theory (MPT) is that by 
adding uncorrelated assets to 
a portfolio you reduce volatil-
ity. That provides two bene-
fits: less drag on returns from 
bigger price swings and less 
emotional inclination to buy 
or sell (out of greed or fear) at 
the wrong times.
	 Hard assets such as gold 
and real estate have historical-

ly been popular as safe-haven 
investments during times of 
economic or political uncer-
tainty. Which is why many 
alarmists have been touting 
gold recently as the best place 
to invest your cash. A number 
of global central banks such 
as China, Turkey, and Po-
land have also been reducing 
their U.S. dollar dependency 
in favor of gold due to wari-
ness over President Trump’s 
vacillating tariff policy. This 
so-called de-dollarization – 
although not necessarily a 
trend – has the potential to 
reduce the demand for dol-
lars as well as to increase the 
demand for gold. Both would 
be positive for gold prices.
	 On the negative side, gold 
is neither an income-produc-
ing asset nor a purely indus-

trial commodity. According 
to USGS 2024 data only a 
little over 50% of global gold 
is used for industrial purposes 
(mostly jewelry). The remain-
der is maintained as a store 
of value by governments and 
financial institutions. As such, 
its only growth comes from 
capital gains. And its price has 
been volatile. Equities, on the 
other hand, represent shares 
of income-producing corpora-
tions, generating both capital 
gains and income for inves-
tors. They play a much stron-
ger role in long-term wealth 
accumulation than gold does, 
frequently with lower volatil-
ity.
	 Gold has shone brightest 
(pun intended) as a hedge 
against many equity bear 
markets. Its performance dur-
ing more stable and growth-
oriented economic periods 
has been generally inferior to 
that of stocks. Since the latter 

periods of time have occurred 
more frequently and with 
greater duration, stock re-
turns have beaten gold hands 
down. For example, over the 
50 years from 1976 through 
the end of 2025, the price of 
gold increased 3,372% while 

the S&P 500 gained 6,298%.
	 Gold also faces new  
competition from cryptocur-
rencies as a store of value.  
For the present, Bitcoin’s vol-
atility, valuation difficulties, 

Expert talks: Is now the right time to buy gold?

JODI/ADOBE STOCK

Gold has long been a safe-haven investment in times of uncertainty.

Nest Egg Briefs

See GOLD, Page 24
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JOSH DAVIS
(650) 338-4230

josh@daviscorealtors.com
BRE# 01965341

www.daviscorealtors.com

Let us deliver service and results for 
your home buying and selling needs.

Ask us for details of our 
complimentary services 

we of fer our clients .

♦ SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ♦
Family-owned and operated since 1987, Davis & Co. Realtors makes it our mission to preserve and enhance 

the value of your property, maximize your income, and minimize your expenses.

WE OFFER YOU...
• Premium and Personalized Service
• Local Market Knowledge: We are 

Bay Area Natives and Lifelong 
Residents

• Expertise: Over 30 years of 
sales and property management 
experience

• Real Results:  Achieving maximum 
property value using creative 
marketing and skillful negotiation

INTERESTED IN

SOLD! SOLD!

Buying or Selling?

ELEVATING BAY AREA & SANTA CRUZ 
COUNTY LIVING ONE ESTATE AT A TIME

Renee Burnette
831.234.7062
REALTOR® | DRE 02253939
renee.burnette@compass.com
burnetteluxuryhomes.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity 
laws. License Number [license number to be inserted by region]. All material presented herein is intended 
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. 
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to 
accuracy of any description.  License Number 01991628, 01527235, 1527365.

Business & Real Estate

Read the Town Crier, 
both print and online

Did you know that some features 
on losaltosonline.com do not 

appear in the print edition and 
some items in print do not appear 
online? That’s why you need to read 
both. Don’t miss out on all the news 
about your community.

and lack of stronger regulatory over-
sight seem to have had little impact 
on gold prices. But in the near future, 
especially with Trump promoting 
greater cryptocurrency ownership 
together with a new meme coin in his 
own name ($TRUMP), who knows?
	 Recognize also that in the wake of 
the recent runup in price, gold is cur-
rently quite expensive relative to its 
historical average. Expected future 
returns are likely to be lower moving 
forward.
	 What should a prudent investor 
do? As a diversifier, gold certainly 
adds value to an investment portfolio. 
And these days you don’t even have 
to worry about buying gold bars and 
storing them somewhere. There are 
at least half a dozen ETFs in which 
you can invest that buy and store gold 
for you in multiple banks world-
wide to reduce the risk of theft. But 
I would not recommend more than 
a small allocation, given its volatil-
ity and its poorer long-term perfor-
mance.
	 Los Altos resident Artie Green is 
founder of Cognizant Wealth Advi-
sors. For more information, visit 
cognizantwealth.com.

GOLD
From Page 23

Feature Impact

You may have mastered the core 
subjects like math and grammar 
in school, but financial literacy 

– or understanding the basics of money 
management in order to help you make 
better financial decisions – often goes 
overlooked before adulthood. It’s not so 
much a course of study as it is a plan of 
action.
	 Financial literacy in the United 
States has remained stagnant at gener-
ally low levels for several years, accord-
ing to research from TIAA Institute 
and the Global Financial Literacy Ex-
cellence Center, with even lower levels 
among Gen Z. Yet greater financial lit-
eracy – including key aspects such as 
goal-setting, budgeting, saving, credit 
management and investing – is strongly 
linked to better financial outcomes, in-
cluding lower rates of debt constraint 
and financial fragility.
	 While emboldening yourself to un-
derstand financial terms can be a little 
overwhelming at first, once you have a 
grasp of basic concepts you can begin to 
get a handle on your money and make 
better financial decisions. Simply put: 
When you understand how to earn, 
save, spend and invest wisely, you aren’t 
just building a stable future for yourself, 
but your family and community as well.
	 From nonprofit partnerships to vol-
unteer-led programs and free online 
resources, Schwab and its employees 
help millions of people every year build 
the knowledge and confidence to take 
charge of their financial futures by serv-
ing as board members, mentors, role 
models and educators. 
	 Because financial health is a lifelong 
journey, the earlier people learn vital 
money skills, the better. That’s why the 
financial advisory services provider de-
velops education programs geared to-
ward kids that continue into adulthood, 
helping people no matter where they 
are on their journeys.

Talk money
	 It’s never too early to start a conver-
sation about financial literacy. Having 
teens identify goals that are important 
to them – such as concert tickets or a 
first car – can kickstart coversations 
about money. Working with your child 
(and a financial advisor, if necessary) on 
a plan for saving to realize those goals 
can serve as a jumping off point. After 
achieving some success, their enthusi-
asm may grow, which is a powerful mo-
tivator to keep saving.

Support initiatives, programs
	 Outreach programs that empower 
young people to make smart financial 
decisions is key to a bright future. Pro-
grams like Money Matters – Schwab’s 
flagship financial education program 
utilized by the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America – gives young people hands-
on experience with all aspects of money 
and investing.
	 This example, and others, don’t  
just include program funding – they 
build partnerships that create im-
pact and opportunity with national 
collaborations that reach more than  
17 million youth annually, empowering 
young people with the tools and confi-
dence to make smart financial decisions 
for life.

Spread the financial love
	 Championing financial literacy em-
powers everyone – individuals, families 
and communities. By serving as a board 
member, mentor, role model or educa-
tor to help bring financial literacy to oth-
ers in your community, you can supply  
the tools and knowledge to lead  
programs that focus on giving back,  
empowering future generations in 
countless ways. 
	 To learn more about financial lit-
eracy and find resources to empower 
your local community, visit Schwab-
Moneywise.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF FEATURE IMPACT

Knowing how to manage finances is often overlooked when preparing for adulthood.

Financial literacy is important
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Whole-Home Designer Transformation on 1.5 Acres

Fully Renovated Contemporary with Bay Views

An Entertainer’s Estate of Remarkable Scale

Timeless Elegance in Old Los Altos

26201 Dori Lane, Los Altos Hills  4 beds | 4.5 baths | $7,388,000 | 26201Dori.com

10669 Magdalena Road, Los Altos Hills  5 beds, Office | 3.5 baths | $6,495,000 | 10669Magdalena.com

253 Fremont Avenue, Los Altos  4 beds, office | 4+ baths | ADU | $8,998,000 | 253Fremont.com

709 Orange Avenue, Los Altos  3 beds | 2 baths | $3,998,000 | 709Orange.com

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Kathy 
Bridgman’s
FEATURED LISTINGS  
OF THE MONTH

BUYER OPPORTUNITIES!

650.868.7677
License #01189798
kathy@kathybridgman.com
kathybridgman.com 

#1 #2 #3 #4

K
a

th
y 

B
ri

d
g

m
a

n:
 

AGENT AGENT AGENT

#2

0

11

22

33

44

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

312 314

392

269
209

8
12

22

39

#1 Individual Agent  
Los Altos & 

Los Altos Hills, 2025

Per MLS reported number of sales for LA/LAH. 2025

The Results Are In. . .
No other individual agent 
sells more LA/LAH homes.

Work with the 
best in 2026!
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With gratitude 
for your 
leadership - 
wishing you  
a joyful next 
chapter!

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 |  Rachel Repka, #01933909
DELEONREALTY.COM |  DeLeon Realty,  Inc.  |  DRE #01903224

To our Valued Clients and Friends,
Since DeLeon Realty was formed in 2011, Michael and Rachel Repka have 
contributed immensely to the development and growth of the company.

Their vision transformed a small team into a powerhouse of innovation, redefined 
what it means to be “client-centric,” and paved the way for a more specialized real 
estate experience.

Today, we congratulate Michael and Rachel on the announcement of their well-
deserved retirement. Whether they are traveling the globe, or taking to the skies, 
we wish them nothing but clear skies and fair winds.

The Next Chapter
We are thrilled to introduce Alex Wilbur DeLeon as our incoming CEO. Alex is a 
second-generation real estate leader with a formidable educational background 
from UC Berkeley and Georgetown. She is uniquely prepared to carry the torch of 
excellence that Ken and the Repkas lit over a decade ago.

Our Commitment to You
Rest assured, the transition will be as meticulous as our service. Over the next few 
months, Michael, Rachel, and Alex will be working side-by-side to ensure that every 
client and every project continues to receive the world-class attention you’ve come 
to expect from DeLeon Realty.

DeLeon Realty: Same Innovation. Same Business Model. 
Same Specialized People. Same Ken. New Generation.

D E L E O N  R E A LT Y

CONGRATULATES 

M I C H A E L  &  R A C H E L  R E P K A  O N  T H E I R  R E T I R E M E N T

All The Best,
Ken DeLeon, DRE #01342140
Alex Wilbur DeLeon, #01926475
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in Section 5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized to do busi-
ness in this state will be held by 
the duly appointed trustee as shown 
below, of all right, title, and inter-
est conveyed to and now held by 
the trustee in the hereinafter de-
scribed property under and pursu-
ant to a Deed of Trust described 
below.   The sale will be made, but 
without covenant or warranty, ex-
pressed or implied, regarding title, 
possession, or encumbrances, to 
pay the remaining principal sum of 
the note(s) secured by the Deed of 
Trust, with interest and late charges 
thereon, as provided in the note(s), 
advances, under the terms of the 
Deed of Trust, interest thereon, 
fees, charges and expenses of the 
Trustee for the total amount (at the 
time of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated 
to be set forth below.   The amount 
may be greater on the day of sale.
Trus to r :  L awrence  L .M .  Wu 
And  Mea lea  Men ,  Husband 
And Wife As Community Prop-
erty With Right Of Survivorship
Duly Appointed Trustee: Pres-
t i ge  De fau l t  Se r v i ces ,  LLC
Recorded 3/14/2022 as Instru-
ment No. 25259278 of Official Re-
cords in the office of the Recorder 
of Santa Clara County, California, 
D a t e  o f  S a l e : 
5 / 1 3 / 2 0 2 6  a t  1 0 : 0 0  A M
P l a c e  o f  S a l e :
At the Gated North Market Street 
entrance of the Superior Courthouse
191 N. First St., San Jose, CA
Amount of unpaid balance and 
other charges : $4,803,076.60
Street Address or other com-
mon designation of real property:
7 3 0  S  E l  M o n t e  A v e
Los A l tos ,  Ca l i fo rn ia  94022
A.P.N. : 336-02-065 The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any li-
ability for any incorrectness of the 
street address or other common 
designation, if any, shown above.   
If no street address or other com-
mon designation is shown, direc-
tions to the location of the prop-
erty may be obtained by sending a 
written request to the beneficiary 
within 10 days of the date of first 
publication of this Notice of Sale.
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: 
If you are considering bidding on 
this property lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks involved 
in bidding at a trustee auction. You 
will be bidding on a lien, not on the 
property itself. Placing the highest 
bid at a trustee auction does not 
automatically entitle you to free and 
clear ownership of the property. 
You should also be aware that the 
lien being auctioned off may be a 
junior lien. If you are the highest 
bidder at the auction, you are or 
may be responsible for paying off 
all liens senior to the lien being 
auctioned off, before you can re-
ceive clear title to the property. You 
are encouraged to investigate the 
existence, priority, and size of out-
standing liens that may exist on this 
property by contacting the county 
recorder's office or a title insur-
ance company, either of which may 
charge you a fee for this informa-
tion. If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware that 
the same lender may hold more than 
one mortgage or deed of trust on 
the property. All checks payable 
to Prestige Default Services, LLC.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: 
The sale date shown on this notice 
of sale may be postponed one or 
more times by the mortgagee, ben-
eficiary, trustee, or a court, pursu-
ant to Section 2924g of the Cali-
fornia Civil Code. The law requires 
that information about trustee sale 
postponements be made available to 

following statements; NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS and NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER are statu-
tory notices for all one to four single 
family residences and a courtesy no-
tice for all other types of properties. 
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: 
If you are considering bidding on 
this property lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks involved 
in bidding at a trustee auction. You 
will be bidding on a lien, not on the 
property itself. Placing the highest 
bid at a trustee auction does not 
automatically entitle you to free and 
clear ownership of the property. You 
should also be aware that the lien 
being auctioned off may be a junior 
lien. If you are the highest bidder 
at the auction, you are or may be 
responsible for paying off all liens 
senior to the lien being auctioned 
off, before you can receive clear title 
to the property. You are encouraged 
to investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that 
may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder's office 
or a title insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee for 
this information. If you consult either 
of these resources, you should be 
aware that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or deed of 
trust on the property. NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date 
shown on this notice of sale may be 
postponed one or more times by the 
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a 
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of 
the California Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about trustee 
sale postponements be made avail-
able to you and to the public, as a 
courtesy to those not present at the 
sale. If you wish to learn whether 
your sale date has been postponed, 
and, if applicable, the rescheduled 
time and date for the sale of this 
property, you may call (916) 939-
0772 or visit this Internet Website 
http://www.nationwideposting.com/, 
using the file number assigned to 
this case 200-020124E. Informa-
tion about postponements that are 
very short in duration or that occur 
close in time to the scheduled sale 
may not immediately be reflected in 
the telephone information or on the 
Internet Website. The best way to 
verify postponement information is to 
attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE 
TO TENANT: You may have a right 
to purchase this property after the 
trustee auction pursuant to Section 
2924m of the California Civil Code. 
If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” 
you can purchase the property if 
you match the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. If you 
are an “eligible bidder,” you may 
be able to purchase the property 
if you exceed the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. 
There are three steps to exercis-
ing this right of purchase. First, 48 
hours after the date of the trustee 
sale, you can call (916) 939-0772, 
or visit this internet website http://
www.nationwideposting.com/, using 
the file number assigned to this case 
200-020124E to find the date on 
which the trustee’s sale was held, 
the amount of the last and highest 
bid, and the address of the trustee. 
Second, you must send a written 
notice of intent to place a bid so 
that the trustee receives it no more 
than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. 
Third, you must submit a bid so that 
the trustee receives it no more than 
45 days after the trustee’s sale. If 
you think you may qualify as an 
“eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible 
bidder,” you should consider con-
tacting an attorney or appropriate 
real estate professional immediately 
for advice regarding this potential 
right to purchase. Date: 4/15/2026 

PLM LOAN MANAGEMENT SERVIC-
ES, INC., as Trustee Phone: 408-
370-4030 5446 Thornwood Drive, 
Second Floor San Jose, California 
95123 Elizabeth A. Godbey, Vice 
President NPP0488042 To: LOS 
ALTOS TOWN CRIER 04/22/2026, 
0 4 / 2 9 / 2 0 2 6 ,  0 5 / 0 6 / 2 0 2 6 
(04-22,29-26,05-06,13-26)

092-T

APEAK CONSTRUCTION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN725625

The  fo l l ow ing  pe rson  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  APEAK CONSTRUCTION, 
898 Hyde Ave, Cupertino, CA, 
95014,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
by :  a  gene ra l  pa r t ne r sh ip . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Yvonne 
F Szu, 898 Hyde Ave, Cupertino, 
CA 95014, Mark A Logie, 898 
Hyde Ave, Cupertino, CA 95014. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r ansac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  04 /01/2026 . 
/ S /  M a r k  A  L o g i e  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 04/08/2026.
(04-22,29-26,05-06,13-26)

090-T

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

 
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

 
FOR

 
2026 Sanitary Sewer Repair 

and Replacement Project
 
1. BID OPENING.     Bids will be 
received by the City Clerk of the 
Town of Los Altos Hills, California, 
until 2:00 p.m. on Monday, May 
11, 2026, at which time they will 
be opened and read aloud.   Bids 
shall be submitted in sealed enve-
lopes marked on the outside "Bid 
For 2026 Sanitary Sewer Re-
pair and Replacement Project".
 
2. WORK DESCRIPTION.   This proj-
ect consists of improving various 
segments of the existing sanitary 
sewer system. The scope of work 
for base and alternate bids includes, 
but not limited to, mobilization and 
demobilization; potholing all cross-
ing utilities; cleaning/de-rooting and 
color video inspection of the sewer 
mains prior to construction; grub-
bing, tree removal and tree trimming, 
replacing existing sewer mains with 
the open trench method; reconnect-
ing sewer mains to existing man-
holes; modifying the concrete flow 
channel; reconnecting sewer laterals 
to new sewer mains; installing new 
sewer manholes; lowering manhole 
frames and covers to grade; provid-
ing post-installation cleaning, and 
color video inspection; repair and/or 
replacement of pavement markings, 
restoring all improvements disturbed 
by the project at various locations 
throughout the Town of Los Altos 
Hills; replacing landscape in kind 
to the original condition; replacing 
the asphalt pavement, and replac-
ing all damaged properties caused 
by this work; and doing all appurte-
nant work as shown and described 
in the contract documents with the 
title of 2026 Sanitary Sewer Re-
pair and Replacement Project 
dated 4/9/2026 and on file in the 
office of the Public Works Direc-

T.S. No.: 200-020124E Title 
Order No. 91238022 APN: 003-
01-033 & 120-01-018 Property 

Address: 235 MIDDLEFIELD 
ROAD & 660 PALO ALTO AV-

ENUE, PALO ALTO, CA 94301 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE 

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A 
DEED OF TRUST DATED 8/8/2022. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY 
BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF 
YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER. A public auction 
sale of the Trustor’s interest will be 
made to the highest bidder for lawful 
money of the United States, payable 
at the time of sale in cash, cashier's 
check drawn on a state or national 
bank, cashier’s check drawn by a 
state or federal credit union, or a 
cashier’s check drawn by a state or 
federal savings and loan association, 
or savings association, or savings 
bank specified in Section 5102 of 
the Financial Code and authorized 
to do business in this state will be 
held by the duly appointed trustee 
as shown below, of all right, title, 
and interest conveyed to and now 
held by the trustee in the hereinafter 
described property under and pur-
suant to a Deed of Trust described 
below. The sale will be made, but 
without covenant or warranty, ex-
pressed or implied, regarding title, 
possession, or encumbrances, to 
pay the remaining principal sum of 
the note(s) secured by the Deed of 
Trust, with interest and late charges 
thereon, as provided in the note(s), 
advances, under the terms of the 
Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees, 
charges and expenses of the Trust-
ee for the total amount (at the time 
of the initial publication of the Notice 
of Sale) reasonably estimated to be 
set forth below. The amount may be 
greater on the day of sale. Trustor: 
VICTOR SZCZERBA and JOLANTA 
SZCZERBA, AS TRUSTEES OF THE 
SZCZERBA FAMILY REVOCABLE 
TRUST DATED OCTOBER 10, 2016 
Duly Appointed Trustee: PLM LOAN 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC. 
Recorded 8/9/2022, as Instrument 
No. 25355647, The subject Deed of 
Trust was modified by Modification 
Agreement of Real Estate Secured 
Equity Credit Line Revolving Loan 
Agreement secured by Deed of Trust 
recorded as Instrument 25695851 
and recorded on 09/09/2024 of Of-
ficial Records in the office of the 
Recorder of Santa Clara County, 
California, Date of Sale: 5/13/2026 
at 10:00 AM Place of Sale: At the 
gated North Market Street entrance 
of the Superior Courthouse at 
191 N. First Street, San Jose, CA 
95113 Amount of unpaid balance 
and other charges: $2,785,830.82 
(estimated as of the first publication 
date) Street Address or other com-
mon designation of real property: 
235 MIDDLEFIELD ROAD & 660 
PALO ALTO AVENUE PALO ALTO, 
CA 94301 The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any incor-
rectness of the street address or 
other common designation, if any, 
shown above. The property hereto-
fore described is being sold “as is”. 
If the Trustee is unable to convey 
title for any reason, the successful 
bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy 
shall be the return of monies paid to 
the Trustee, and the successful bid-
der shall have no further recourse. 
If no street address or other com-
mon designation is shown, direc-
tions to the location of the property 
may be obtained by sending a writ-
ten request to the beneficiary within 
10 days of the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice of Sale. The 

tor. The project Plans and Speci-
fications/Contract Documents can 
be downloaded from the Town of 
Los Altos Hills website at https://
www.losaltoshills.ca.gov/Bids.aspx.
 
3. WORKING DAYS.   Work under 
this Contract is to be completed 
in FIFTY (50) working days from 
the notice to proceed for the BASE 
BID and TWENTY (20) working 
days for all three ALTERNATE 
BIDS (ALTERNATE 1 -  BID 
ITEM 16-17 - SIX (6) working 
days; ALTERNATE 2 - BID ITEM 
18-19 - FOUR (4) working days; 
and ALTERNATE 3 – BID ITEM 
20-21 - TEN (10) working days.
 
4. LIQUIDATED DAMAGES.   If the 
Contractor fails to achieve Substan-
tial Completion of the Work within 
the time specified in the Contract 
Documents, including any authorized 
extensions, the Contractor shall pay 
to the Owner, as liquidated damages 
and not as a penalty, the sum of 
Three Thousand Four Hundred 
Dollars ($3,400.00) per work-
ing day for each day of delay until 
Substantial Completion is achieved.
 
The parties acknowledge that ac-
tual damages resulting from delay 
would be dif f icult to ascertain 
with certainty, and that the stipu-
lated amount is a reasonable esti-
mate of such damages at the time 
of contracting. Liquidated damages 
shall be cumulative and may be 
deducted from any monies due or 
to become due to the Contractor.
 
5. CONTRACTOR'S LICENSE.   Both 
Class "A" and Class “C -36” 
Contractor’s Licenses are required 
for bidders to bid on this project. 
If a bidder does not have the 
required license classifica-
tions, the bidder’s bid pro-
posal shall be considered non-
responsive, and the bid will 
be rejected. No bid will be ac-
cepted from a Contractor who has 
not been licensed in accordance 
with Chapter 9, Division 3 of the 
Business and Professional Code.
                                                                                                                          
6. BID DEPOSIT.   A Bid Deposit, 
equal to at least ten percent (10%) 
of the total amount of the bid, shall 
be placed in the sealed proposal.   
The Bid Deposit shall be in one 
of the following forms:   cash, ca-
shier's check, or certified check 
payable to the Town, or bidder's 
bond in favor of the Town executed 
by an authorized surety company.
 
7. PERFORMANCE BONDS.   Per-
formance guaranty bonds, as set 
forth in Section 4-2 of the Spe-
cial Provisions, will be required 
f rom the  success fu l  b idder.
 
8. TOWN'S RIGHT TO REJECT 
BIDS.   The right is reserved, 
as the interest of the Town may 
require ,  to reject  any or a l l 
bids, or to waive any informal-
ity or minor irregularity in the bids.
 
9. PRE-BID MEETING.   A pre-bid 
meeting is scheduled for 10:00 
a.m. Tuesday, April 28, 2026, 
at the Town of Los Altos Hills Town 
Hall located at 26379 Fremont 
Road in the Town of Los Altos 
Hills.   This meeting is to inform bid-
ders of project requirements and 
subcontractors of subcontract -
ing and material supply opportuni-
ties.   This meeting includes a field 
visit to construction sites.   Bid-
der 's at tendance is optional.
 
10. GENERAL PREVAILING WAGE 
RATES.   Pursuant to Section 1773 
of the Labor Code, the general pre-

vailing wage rates in the county, or 
counties, in which the work is to be 
done have been determined by the 
Director of the California Depart-
ment of Industrial Relations.   These 
wages are set forth in the General 
Prevailing Wage Rates for this proj-
ect, available from the California 
Department of Industrial Relations’ 
website at http://www.dir.ca.gov .
 
11. OBTAINING THE PROJECT 
PLANS AND CONTRACT DOCU-
MENTS.     (a) A full set of plans 
and Contract Documents is avail-
able for inspection without charge 
at the office of the Public Works De-
partment, Town of Los Altos Hills, 
26379 Fremont Road, Los Altos 
Hills, CA 94022.   (b) A complete 
set of said Contract Documents is 
available for viewing and downloads 
from the Town’s website at https://
www.losaltoshills.ca.gov/Bids.aspx.
 
12. OBTAINING THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION SPECIFICA-
TIONS.   The State of California De-
partment of Transportation Standard 
Specifications and Standard Plans 
may be purchased at the State of 
California Department of Transpor-
tation Publication Distribution Unit, 
1900 Royal Oaks Drive, Sacra-
mento, CA 95819; Telephone: (916) 
445-3520; Fax: (916) 324-8997.
 
13. WITHDRAWAL OF PROPOSALS.   
Any bid may be withdrawn at any 
time prior to the time fixed in the 
public notice for the opening of bids 
only by written request for the with-
drawal of the bid filed with the Direc-
tor of Public Works.   The request 
shall be executed by the bidder or 
his/her duly authorized representa-
tive.   The withdrawal of a bid does 
not prejudice the right of the bidder 
to file a new bid.   Whether or not 
bids are opened exactly at the time 
fixed in the public notice for open-
ing bids, a bid will not be received 
after that time, nor may any bid be 
withdrawn after the time fixed in the 
public notice for opening of bids.
 
14. RELIEF OF BIDDERS.   As stat-
ed in the California Public Contract 
Code Sections 5100 to 5110, inclu-
sive (State Contract Act) concerning 
relief of bidders and in particular to 
the requirement therein, that if the 
bidder claims a mistake was made 
in his/her bid, the bidder shall give 
the Public Works Director written 
notice within five (5) days after the 
opening of the bids of the alleged 
mistake, specifying in the notice in 
detail how the mistake occurred.
 
15. DISQUALIFICATION OF BID-
DERS.   More than one proposal 
from an individual, firm, partner-
ship, corporation, or combination 
thereof under the same or differ-
ent names will not be considered.   
Reasonable grounds for believing 
that any individual, firm, partnership, 
corporation or combination thereof 
is interested in more than one pro-
posal for the work contemplated may 
cause the rejection of all propos-
als in which such individual, firm, 
partnership, corporation or combina-
tion thereof is interested.   If there is 
reason for believing that collusion 
exists among the bidders, any or 
all proposals may be rejected.   Pro-
posals in which the prices are obvi-
ously unbalanced may be rejected.
 
16. PREVIOUS DISQUALIFICATION, 
REMOVAL, OR OTHER PREVEN-
TION OF BIDDING. A bid may be 
rejected based on a bidder, any 
officer of such bidder, or any em-
ployee of such bidder who has a 
proprietary interest in such bidder, 
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having been disqualified, removed, 
or otherwise prevented from bidding 
on, or completing a federal, state, 
or local project because of a viola-
tion of law or a safety regulation.
 
17. RESPONSIBILITY FOR VERI-
FYING CONTRACT ADDENDA.   
All bidders shall verify if any ad-
denda for this project have been 
issued by the Town of Los Altos 
Hills. It is the bidder’s responsi-
bility to ensure that all require-
ments of Contract addenda are 
included in the bidder's proposal. 
 
18. ESCROW FOR SECURITY DE-
POSIT IN LIEU OF RETENTION.   
Pursuant to the California Public 
Contract Code Section 22300, for 
monies earned by the Contractor 
and withheld by the Town to ensure 
the performance of the Contract, the 
Contractor may, at its option, choose 
to substitute securities meeting the 
requirements of said California Pub-
lic Contract Code Section 22300.
 
19. SHORING AND BRACING.   Pur-
suant to the provisions of the Califor-
nia Labor Code Section 6707, each 
bid submitted in response to this 
Notice to Bidders shall contain, as 
included in each bid item, adequate 
sheeting, shoring, and bracing, or 
equivalent method, for the protection 
of life and limb in trenches and open 
excavation, which shall conform to 
applicable safety orders.   By listing 
this sum, the bidder warrants that its 
action does not convey tort liability 
to the Town, Engineer, and their em-
ployees, agents, and subconsultants.
 
20.   CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS (DIR) RE-
QUIREMENTS.   This Contract will 
be subject to compliance monitoring 
and enforcement by the California 
Department of Industrial Relations, 
pursuant to Labor Code section 
1771.4.   Under California Labor 
Code section 1771.1, as amended 
by SB 854, a contractor may not 
bid, nor be listed as a subcontrac-
tor, for any bid proposal submitted 
for public work on or after March 
1, 2015, and contracts entered into 
on or after April 1, 2015, unless 
the contractor and its subcontrac-
tors are registered and qualified to 
perform public work pursuant to 
section 1725.5 of the Labor Code. 
The Bidder and its Subcontractors 
must be registered and qualified 
to perform public work pursuant to 
section 1725.5 of the Labor Code, 
subject to limited legal exceptions 
under  Labor Code section 1771.1.
 
 
Dated:   April 8, 2026       
 /s/ Arika M. Birdsong-Miller 
City Clerk
(04-22,29-26,05-06-26)

089-T

T.S. No.: 25-17271   Loan No.: 
******1332 APN: 336-02-065 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A 
DEED OF TRUST DATED 3/7/2022.   
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT 
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE.   
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION 
OF THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU 
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
A public auction sale to the high-
est bidder for cash, cashier's check 
drawn on a state or national bank, 
check drawn by a state or feder-
al credit union, or a check drawn 
by a state or federal savings and 
loan association, or savings asso-
ciation, or savings bank specified 
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elapsed since such recordation. NO-
TICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If 
you are considering bidding on this 
property lien, you should understand 
that there are risks involved in bid-
ding at a trustee auction. You will be 
bidding on a lien, not on the proper-
ty itself. Placing the highest bid at a 
trustee auction does not automati-
cally entitle you to free and clear 
ownership of the property. You 
should also be aware that the lien 
being auctioned off may be a junior 
lien. If you are the highest bidder at 
the auction, you are or may be re-
sponsible for paying off all liens se-
nior to the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear title to 
the property. You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that 
may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder's office 
or a title insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee for 
this information. If you consult either 
of these resources, you should be 
aware that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or deed of 
trust on the property. NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date 
shown on this notice of sale may be 
postponed one or more times by the 
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a 
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of 
the California Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about trustee 
sale postponements be made avail-
able to you and to the public, as a 
courtesy to those not present at the 
sale. If you wish to learn whether 
your sale date has been postponed, 
and, if applicable, the rescheduled 
time and date for the sale of this 
property, you may call (916) 939-
0772 or visit this Internet Website 
http://www.nationwideposting.com/, 
using the file number assigned to 
this case 112-020117E. Information 
about postponements that are very 
short in duration or that occur close 
in time to the scheduled sale may 
not immediately be reflected in the 
telephone information or on the In-
ternet Website. The best way to veri-
fy postponement information is to at-
tend the scheduled sale. NOTICE TO 
TENANT: You may have a right to 
purchase this property after the 
trustee auction pursuant to Section 
2924m of the California Civil Code. If 
you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” 
you can purchase the property if you 
match the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. If you 
are an “eligible bidder,” you may be 
able to purchase the property if you 
exceed the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. There 
are three steps to exercising this 
right of purchase. First, 48 hours 
after the date of the trustee sale, you 
can call (916) 939-0772, or visit this 
internet website http://www.nation-
wideposting.com/, using the file 
number assigned to this case 112-
020117E to find the date on which 
the trustee’s sale was held, the 
amount of the last and highest bid, 
and the address of the trustee. Sec-
ond, you must send a written notice 
of intent to place a bid so that the 
trustee receives it no more than 15 
days after the trustee’s sale. Third, 
you must submit a bid so that the 
trustee receives it no more than 45 
days after the trustee’s sale. If you 
think you may qualify as an “eligible 
tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” 
you should consider contacting an 
attorney or appropriate real estate 
professional immediately for advice 
regarding this potential right to pur-
chase. 4/1/2026 PLM LOAN MAN-
AGEMENT SERVICES, INC., as 
Trustee Phone: (408) 370-4030 
5446 Thornwood Drive, 2nd Floor 
San Jose, CA 95123 Elizabeth A. 
G o d b e y ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t 
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you and to the public, as a courtesy 
to those not present at the sale. If 
you wish to learn whether your sale 
date has been postponed, and, if 
applicable, the rescheduled time and 
date for the sale of this property, you 
may call (949) 776-4697 or visit this 
Internet Website https://prestige-
postandpub.com, using the file num-
ber assigned to this case 25-17271. 
Information about postponements 
that are very short in duration or that 
occur close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately be reflect-
ed in the telephone information or 
on the Internet Web site. The best 
way to verify postponement informa-
tion is to attend the scheduled sale.
NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have 
a right to purchase this property 
after the trustee auction pursuant 
to Section 2924m of the California 
Civil Code. If you are an “eligible 
tenant buyer,” you can purchase the 
property if you match the last and 
highest bid placed at the trustee 
auction. If you are an “eligible bid-
der,” you may be able to purchase 
the property if you exceed the last 
and highest bid placed at the trustee 
auction. There are three steps to 
exercising this right of purchase. 
First, 48 hours after the date of the 
trustee sale, you can call (949) 776-
4697, or visit this internet website 
https://prestigepostandpub.com, 
using the file number assigned to 
this case 25-17271 to find the date 
on which the trustee’s sale was held, 
the amount of the last and highest 
bid, and the address of the trust-
ee. Second, you must send a writ-
ten notice of intent to place a bid 
so that the trustee receives it no 
more than 15 days after the trust-
ee’s sale. Third, you must submit 
a bid so that the trustee receives 
it no more than 45 days after the 
trustee’s sale. If you think you may 
qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” 
or “eligible bidder,” you should 
consider contacting an attorney 
or appropriate real estate profes-
sional immediately for advice regard-
ing this potential right to purchase.
D a t e :  4 / 8 / 2 0 2 6
Prestige Default Services, LLC
1 9 2 0  O l d  T u s t i n  A v e .
Santa Ana ,  Cal i forn ia 92705
Q u e s t i o n s :  9 4 9 - 4 2 7 - 2 0 1 0
Sa le  L i ne :  ( 949 )  776 -4697
Nida Taylor, Foreclosure Coordinator 
P P P  # 2 6 - 0 0 3 8 7 1
(04-22,29-26,05-06-26)

088-T

VELORA COACHING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN725573

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: (1) VELORA 
COACHING, (2) DANCING IN COL-
LEGE, 664 Fremont Ave, Los Altos, 
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence address of 
the registrant(s) is (are): THE BAY 
AREA DANCE SCHOOL, LLC, 664 
Fremont Ave, Los Altos, CA 94024. 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A. 
/ S /  L e y l a  B o i s s o n n a d e  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 04/07/2026.
(04-15,22,29-26,05-06-26)

087-T

IMPACT THROUGH EQUITY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN725549

The following person (persons) 

is (are) doing business as: IM-
PACT THROUGH EQUITY, 124 
Del Monte Ave, Los Altos, CA, 
94022,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
(are ) :  Jocelyn Lee,  124 Del 
Monte Ave, Los Altos, CA 94022. 
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on: N/A. 
/ S /  J o c e l y n  L e e  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 04/06/2026.
(04-15,22,29-26,05-06-26)

086-T

T.S. NO.: 112-020117E APN: 
132-66-001; 132-66-002; 132-
66-003; 132-66-004; 132-66-
005; 132-66-006;132-66-007; 
132-66-008; 132-66-009; 132-
66-010; 132-66-011 Property 

Address: 4115 EL CAMINO 
REAL, PALO ALTO, CA 94306 

NOTICE OF UNIFIED TRUSTEE'S 
SALE 

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A 
DEED OF TRUST DATED AND SE-
CURIT Y AGREEMENT DATED 
11/2/2021. UNLESS YOU TAKE AC-
TION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPER-
TY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC 
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-
TION OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU, YOU 
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On 
5/6/2026, 10:00 AM, PLM LOAN 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC., as 
duly appointed Trustee under and 
pursuant to Deed of Trust recorded 
on 11/5/2021, as Document No. 
25156545, of Official Records in the 
Office of the Recorder of Santa 
Clara, California, executed by Y & J 
MICHELE WAY LLC, A CALIFORNIA 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY, as 
Trustor, AVIDBANK, as Beneficiary. 
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO 
THE HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH 
(payable at time of sale in lawful 
money of the United States, by 
Cash, a Cashier's check drawn by a 
state or national bank, a check 
drawn by a state or federal credit 
union, or a check drawn by a state 
or federal savings and loan associa-
tion, savings association, or savings 
bank specified in section 5102 of 
the Financial Code and authorized to 
do business in this state). At: At the 
gated North Market Street entrance 
of the Superior Courthouse at 191 
N. First Street, San Jose, CA 95113, 
all right, title and interest conveyed 
to and now held by it under said 
Deed of Trust in the property situat-
ed in said County, California, de-
scribing the land therein: As more 
fully described on said Deed of 
Trust. The property heretofore de-
scribed is being sold "as is". The 
street address and other common 
designation, if any, of the real prop-
erty described above is purported to 
be: 4115 EL CAMINO REAL, PALO 
ALTO, CA 94306. The undersigned 
Trustee disclaims any liability for any 
incorrectness of the street address 
and other common designation, if 
any, shown herein. Said sale will be 
made, but without covenant or war-
rant, expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession or encumbrances, 
to pay the remaining principal sum 
of the note(s) secured by said Deed 
of trust, with interest thereon, as pro-
vided in said note(s), advances, if 
any, under the terms of the Deed of 
trust, estimated fees, charges and 
expenses of the Trustee and of the 
trust created by said Deed of Trust, 
to-wit: $17,748,690.99* (estimated 
as of the first publication date). Ac-

crued interest and additional ad-
vances, if any, will increase the fig-
ure prior to sale. *This loan is also 
secured by the following Deeds of 
Trust: Deed of Trust recorded in San 
Mateo County, CA on 3/29/2024 In-
strument #2024-016531, as modified 
Deed of Trust recorded in Santa 
Clara County, CA on 3/29/2024 In-
strument #25616402, as modified 
Beneficiary hereby elects to conduct 
a unified foreclosure sale pursuant 
to the provisions of California Com-
mercial Code section 9604, et seq., 
and to include in the non-judicial 
foreclosure of the real property inter-
est described in the Security Agree-
ment dated 11/2/2021, between the 
original trustor and the original ben-
eficiary, as it may have been amend-
ed from time to time, and pursuant to 
any other instruments between the 
trustor and beneficiary referencing a 
security interest in personal proper-
ty. Beneficiary reserves its right to 
evoke its election as to some or all 
of said personal property and/or fix-
tures, or to add additional personal 
property and/or fixtures to the elec-
tion herein expressed, as Beneficia-
ry's sole election, from time to time 
and at any time until the consumma-
tion of the Trustee's Sale to be con-
ducted pursuant to the Deed of Trust 
and this Notice of Trustee's Sale. 
See the Deed of Trust, if applicable. 
The personal property which was 
given as security for trustor's obliga-
tion is described as: All equipment, 
fixtures, and other articles of person-
al property now or hereafter owned 
by Debtor, and now or hereafter at-
tached or affixed to the Real Proper-
ty; together with all accessions, 
parts, and additions to, all replace-
ments of, and all substitutions for, 
any of such property; and together 
with all proceeds (including without 
limitation all insurance proceeds and 
refunds of premiums) from any sale 
or other disposition of the Property. 
The words "Personal Property" also 
include all tangible and intangible 
items obtained or owned by, or in 
the possession of Debtor that are di-
rectly or indirectly related to the ac-
quisition, development, design, con-
struction, permitting, marketing, or 
habitation of the Real Property or the 
Improvements to be constructed on 
the Real Property, whether hereto-
fore or hereafter issued, prepared, 
or executed, including without limita-
tion all permits, licenses, authoriza-
tions and approvals, trademarks and 
tradenames, and any and all land 
use entitlements, development rights, 
sewer capacity, approvals, density 
allocations and other rights or ap-
provals relating to or authorizing the 
development or occupancy of the 
Property, plus all utility or other de-
posits, reimbursement rights, stud-
ies/tests, contracts, plans and speci-
fications, relating to the Property and 
Improvements; whether any of the 
foregoing is owned now or acquired 
later; all accessions, additions, re-
placements, and substitutions relat-
ing to any of the foregoing; all re-
cords of any kind relating to any of 
the foregoing.. No warranty is made 
that any or all of the personal prop-
erty still exists or is available for the 
successful bidder and no warranty is 
made as to the condition of any of 
the personal property, which shall 
be sold "as is" "where is". The bene-
ficiary under the Deed of Trust here-
tofore executed and delivered to the 
undersigned, a written Declaration of 
Default and Demand for Sale, and a 
Written Notice of Default and Elec-
tion to Sell. The undersigned caused 
said Notice of Default and Election 
to Sell to be recorded in the County 
here the real property is located and 
more than three months have 

NPP0487488 To: LOS ALTOS TOWN 
CRIER 04/15/2026, 04/22/2026, 
0 4 / 2 9 / 2 0 2 6 
(04-15,22,29-26)

085-T

A1 COMPLETE AUTO CARE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN725128

The following person (persons) 
is (are) doing business as: (1) A1 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR, (2) A1 
FOREIGN AUTO REPAIR, 1544 West 
El Camino Real, Mountain View, 
CA, 94040, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
EDGE AUTOWORKS LLC, 1066 
Salerno Dr, Campbell, CA 95008. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  03 /25 /2026 . 
/ S /  S a m  J a c k s o n  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 03/25/2026.
(04-15,22,29-26,05-06-26)

084-T

THE FRONT DOOR EDIT
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN725480

The following person (persons) 
is (are) doing business as: THE 
FRONT DOOR EDIT, 6759 Vel-
vet Meadow Ct, San Jose, CA, 
95120,  Santa Clara Count y. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are) : THE 
EDITS BY MY LLC, 6759 Velvet 
Meadow Ct, San Jose, CA 95120. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  02 /28 /2026 . 
/ S /  M a r y a n n  C r i s t o f i  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 04/03/2026.
(04-15,22,29-26,05-06-26)

083-T

ALRI INTERPRETING SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN725440

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: ALRI IN-
TERPRETING SERVICES, 1236 
Calle Oriente Apt 2, Milpitas, CA, 
95035 ,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are) : Ana 
Guadalupe Magallon, 1236 Calle 
Oriente Apt 2, Milpitas, CA 95035. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  11 /27 /2023 . 
/S/ Ana Guadalupe Magallon /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 04/02/2026.
(04-15,22,29-26,05-06-26)

082-T

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
JOY SHIEMAN AKA JOY L. 

SHIEMAN
CASE NO. 26PR202094

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 

the WILL or estate, or both of JOY 
SHIEMAN AKA JOY L. SHIEMAN.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by CHERE H. MOORE 
in the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of SANTA CLARA.
T H E  P E T I T I O N  F O R  P R O -
BATE requests that CHERE H. 
MOORE be appointed as per-
sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the dece-
dent's WILL and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The WILL and 
any codicils are available for exami-
nation in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration 
of Estates Act. (This authority will 
allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.
A  HEARING on the  pe t i t ion 
will be held in this court as fol-
lows : 05/01/26 at 9 :01AM in 
Dept. 7 located at 191 NORTH 
FIRST ST., SAN JOSE, CA 95113
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant -
ing of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code.
Other Cal i fornia statutes and 
legal authority may af fect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
BENJAMIN D. HARVEY, ESQ. 
SBN 191750
MILLER LAW GROUP, PC
P.O. BOX 130937
CARLSBAD CA 92013
Telephone (650) 566-2290
4/8, 4/15, 4/22/26
CNS-4030295#
LOS ALTOS TOWN CRIER
(04-08,15,22-26)

081-T

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

JOHN G. CHEN
CASE NO. 26PR202143

 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the WILL or es -

tate, or both of JOHN G. CHEN.
A  PE T I T ION FOR PROBATE 
has been filed by JANE J. YANG 
in the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of SANTA CLARA.
T H E  P E T I T I O N  F O R  P R O -
BATE requests that  JANE J . 
YANG be appoin ted as per-
sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act . (This authority will 
allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested per-
son files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows: 
05/06/2026 at 9:01AM in Dept. 
7 located at 191 NORTH FIRST 
ST. ,  SAN JOSE,  CA 95113
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant -
ing of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a con-
tingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code. 
Other Cal i fornia statutes and 
legal authority may af fect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
Jason L. Pintar, Esq. (#212452)
2021 The Alameda, Suite 310
San Jose, CA 95126
PHONE (408) 983-0500      
FAX (408) 216-9976
(04-08,15,22-26)

079-T

GRAND WORLDSCHOOL
 TRAVEL CO

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

FILE NO. FBN725112

The following person (persons) is 
(are) doing business as: GRAND 
WORLDSCHOOL TRAVEL CO, 
2165 Dartmouth St , Palo Alto, 
CA, 94306, Santa Clara County. 
The  bus iness  i s  owned by : 
a  l im i ted  l i ab i l i t y  company. 
The name and residence ad-
dress of  the regis t rant (s )  is 
(are) :  GRAND HOMESCHOOL 
TRAVEL CO LLC, 2165 Dar t -
mouth St, Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r an sac t -
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James Scherer passes away at 
age 56. A deeply devoted father, 
husband, brother, son, and friend 
to many, whose expertise in and 
passion for the outdoors spanned 
his entire life. Scott James Scherer 
passed away from natural causes 
while surfing along his beloved 
California coast on Friday, 
March 6, 2026. He was 56 and 
lived in Menlo Park.

Scott was born in Palo Alto 
to Jim and Renie Scherer on 
September 12, 1969. He grew up 
alongside his sister Julie in Los 
Altos and attended Los Altos 
High School, where he excelled at 
water polo and tennis, graduating 
in 1988. He went on to attend the 
University of Redlands, where 
he played both sports for the 
Bulldogs.

A l i felong student of 
markets and world affairs, he 
studied International Relations 
and spent time studying in 
Russia in 1991. He graduated in 
1992 and joined CoinStar as its 
third-ever employee, moving to 
Seattle to start his career. It was 
there he met the love of his life, 
Meg McGraw.

After Meg and Scott married 
in 1998, they settled in Los 
Angeles, where Scott attended 
the University of Southern 
California Marshall School of 
Business and Meg continued 
her career in affordable housing. 
After two years in Los Angeles, 
they moved to San Francisco. 
They bought a house in the 
neighborhood of West Portal, 

SCOTT JAMES
SCHERER

September 12, 1969 – 
March 6, 2026

and in 2004, they welcomed 
Miles James into their lives. Two 
years later, they were joined by 
their daughter Sadie Margaret, 
and soon moved to Menlo Park, 
nearly across the street from his 
sister Julie and her family, and 
only a few miles away from his 
parents.

Scott spent his career as 
a technologist and product 
executive, working at established 
technology names and start-up 
companies across a 30-year 
career. He also worked as an 
advisor to several start-ups, 
most notably Tablet Command, 
of which he was most proud.

A natural inventor and 
creative thinker, with patents to 
his name, Scott brought the same 
curiosity and craftsmanship to 
everything he did. That creativity 
extended to his passion for 
artistry and woodworking, where 
he developed a side venture 
bui lding beaut i fu l custom 
furniture for family, friends, and 
clients.

W hi le Scot t and Meg 
raised their kids in Menlo Park, 
Scott maintained an enduring 
commitment to the outdoors. 
Whether mountaineering in the 
Pacific Northwest, backcountry 
skiing with friends around the 
world, camping with family and 
close friends, mountain-biking 
weekly with his buddies, or 
surfing throughout California, he 
felt most alive in the mountains, 
the ocean, and the wild places in 
between.

OBITUARY NOTICE

Scott was the rare person 
who felt equally at home in the 
great cities of the world, as well 
as wandering through the most 
rural and untouched climes. His 
mantra was “No Wasted Days” 
— a credo that he lived by daily.

During 2025, Scott took 
a 10-month sabbatical to ski 
throughout the western United 
States/Canada and surf on the 
west coast of Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua. Ever y where he 
traveled, he eagerly connected 
with old friends. A devoted 
planner at heart, he loved 
adventure and could always be 
counted on to originate the most 
exciting plans and follow through 
on the details. He loved planning 
travel to share with others.

In that vein, whether it was 
work, play, travel, or relaxation, 
he focused all of his energies on 
relationships. He was a devoted 
husband, an enthusiastic and 
loving father, a wonderful son 
and brother, and a fiercely loyal 
friend. He was positive, funny, 
kind, and made those he loved 
feel special. He lived life to the 
fullest and pushed all those he 
loved to do the same.

He is survived by his father 
Jim, his sister Julie, his wife Meg, 
his son Miles, and his daughter 
Sadie, as well as many adoring 
family and friends. He will 
be missed daily, remembered 
always, and his legacy will 
live on in all the people who 
are fortunate enough to call 
themselves his friend.

Public 
Notices

ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  03 /24 /2026 . 
/ S /  K a t h e r i n e  E n g l i s h  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 03/25/2026.
(04-01,08,15,22-26)

078-T

KORITA JUNK REMOVAL
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. FBN724734

The  fo l l ow ing  pe r son  ( pe r -
sons) is (are) doing business 
as :  KORITA JUNK REMOVAL, 
960 V ine St ,  San Jose,  CA , 
95110,  Santa Clara Count y. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence address 
of the registrant(s) is (are): Abra-
ham Aguayo Garcia, 5461 Holt 
Blvd, Ste A, Montclair, CA 91763. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  03 /02 /2026 . 
/S/ Abraham Aguayo Garcia /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 03/12/2026.
(04-01,08,15,22-26)

077-T

JLC HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SERVICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

FILE NO. FBN724696

The following person (persons) 
is (are) doing business as: (1) 
JLC HOME IMPROVEMENT SER-
VICES, (2) JLC HOME SERVICES, 
(3) CALVILLO HOME IMPROVE-
MENT SERVICES, (4) CALVILLO 
HOME SERVICES, 126 San An-
tonio Circle -11B, Mountain View, 
CA, 94040, Santa Clara County. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  i s  o w n e d 
b y :  a n  i n d i v i d u a l . 
The name and residence ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are): 
Jose Luis Calv i l lo ,  P.O.  Box 
332, Mountain View, CA 94042. 
Reg i s t r an t  began  t r a nsac t -
ing business under the f ict i -
t ious bus iness name(s )  l i s t -
ed  above  on :  03 /16 /2016 . 
/ S /  J o s e  L u i s  C a l v i l l o  /
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk Recorder of Santa 
Clara County on 03/12/2026.
(04-01,08,15,22-26)

076-T

$40
is usually all it costs 

to publish your 
Fictitious Business 

Name in the 
Los Altos 

Town Crier

Email 
legals@latc.com

by 2pm on Thursday

Datebook items are run on a space-
available basis for entertainment, 
events, classes and groups run by 
nonprofits in our circulation area 
(primarily Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
and Mountain View). The deadline 
is noon Tuesday for the next week’s 
paper. Submit notices via email to 
christinac@latc.com and include a 
contact name, phone number and 
fee to participate (if applicable).

EVENTS
Los Altos Main Library. All events 
held in the main library, 13 S. San 
Antonio Road, unless otherwise 
indicated. Monday Meditation & 
Mindfulness, 10:30 a.m. Mondays, 
Los Altos Main Library, 7 p.m., 
Woodland Library, 1975 Grant Road.  
Poetry Community Hour Open 
Mic, 7 p.m., first Monday of every 
month. Bay Area Games Day, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., third Saturday of ev-
ery month. Other events: Coexist-
ing with Urban Wildlife, 2 p.m. May 
2. Learn about the wildlife that live 
in Silicon Valley, as well as how to co-
exist with them.  Silicon Valley Wild-
life Group will discuss their ongoing 
research on local wildlife.   Ekphras-
tic Creative Writing Poetry Work-
shop, 2 p.m. May 9. Masuma Ahmed 
will lead an ekphrastic creative writ-
ing poetry workshop that will invite 
participants to respond creatively to 
the artwork on display, using it as a 
springboard for their poetic explora-
tions. The workshop aims to foster 
an appreciation for the interplay be-
tween visual and literary art while 
encouraging self-expression and cre-
ativity.  Masuma Ahmed’s Celebra-
tion of Women art exhibit will be on 
display at the Los Altos Library for 
the month of May.  

Mountain View Public Library. All 
events held in the main library, 585 
Franklin St, Mountain View, unless 
otherwise indicated. Baby Story-
time, 10:30-11:15 a.m. Wednesdays, 
Mountain View Public Library, first 
floor program room. Musical sto-
rytime for infants, babies and new 
toddlers with books, baby bounces 
and dancing. After storytime, there 
is a brief stay and play for grownups 
to connect and mingle. Program de-
signed for ages 0-18 months. Needle 
Crafts Circle, 10-11:30 a.m. the 
fourth Saturday of every month. 
Second Floor Program Room. Join 
the needle crafts circle – a relaxed, 
friendly space for all fabric arts, in-
cluding hand sewing, knitting, cro-
cheting and more. Bring your project 
and unwind with a welcoming com-
munity of fellow crafters. No regis-
tration required. Seating is limited 
and available on a first come, first 
served basis. The needle crafts circle 
is intended for adults, ages 18 and up.

Datebook
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Wonderful North Los Altos Home Just Blocks to Downtown

4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths

Approximately 2,457 square feet

Blocks to the Village of Los Altos

Located at the end of a small cul-de-sac

Beautiful gardens

Lot size of approximately 11,571 square feet

Open Sat & Sun 2:00-4:00pm
Call Mini for price 

MiniKalkat.com/71Cody

MINI KALKAT   
Lic. #01112790
650.823.7835

MINI@MINIKALKAT.COM
WWW.MINIKALKAT.COM

MINI
KALKAT

71 Cody Lane  LOS ALTOS
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