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Wishing You Joy This Holiday Season!

Happy 2024!

If your wish is for a new home…  
give us a call.

Judy & CindyJudy & Cindy

CINDY BOGARD-O’GORMAN  License # 01918407

650.924.8365  |  cindy.ogorman@theagencyre.com

JUDY BOGARD-TANIGAMI  License # 00298975

650.207.2111  |  judy.bogard@theagencyre.com
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MMaakkee  yyoouurr  oowwnn  eenneerrggyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssuunn  aanndd  ssaavvee!!  

AAtt  CCoobbaalltt  PPoowweerr  SSyysstteemmss,,  wwee  ttaakkee  pprriiddee  iinn  ddeelliivveerriinngg  tthhee  bbeesstt  ccuussttoommeerr  
eexxppeerriieennccee  iinn  tthhee  iinndduussttrryy..  WWee  hhaavvee  iinnssttaalllleedd  oovveerr  33,,330000  qquuaalliittyy  ssoollaarr  ssyysstteemmss  
tthhrroouugghhoouutt  SSiilliiccoonn  VVaalllleeyy,,  aanndd  aarree  ggeettttiinngg  nneeww  rreeffeerrrraallss  ffrroomm  oouurr  ccuussttoommeerrss  
eevveerryy  ddaayy..  

TThhiinnkkiinngg  aabboouutt  eenneerrggyy  ssttoorraaggee??  WWee  hhaavvee  iinnssttaalllleedd  oovveerr  555500  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  bbaatttteerryy  
bbaacckkuupp  ssyysstteemmss  aallll  oovveerr  tthhee  BBaayy  AArreeaa..  TThheerree  aarree  ggrreeaatt  rreebbaatteess  aanndd  ttaaxx  ccrreeddiittss  
aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffrroomm  tthhee  FFeeddeerraall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  SSttaattee  ooff  CCAA..  

LLeett  uuss  kknnooww  wwhheenn  wwee  ccaann  vviissiitt  yyoouurr  hhoommee  aanndd  sshhooww  yyoouu  hhooww  mmuucchh  yyoouu  ccaann  
ssaavvee  bbyy  ggooiinngg  ssoollaarr..  

CCoonnttaacctt  CCoobbaalltt  PPoowweerr  SSyysstteemmss  ffoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo::  

Cobalt Power Systems, Inc. cobaltpower.com 
2557 Wyandotte Street 650-938-9574 
Mountain View, CA 

CA Contractors Lie. #820697 

SUN POWER®

Elite Dealer 
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There’s no place like 
Downtown Los Altos 

for the holidays.
With festive decor and sparkling tree-lined streets 

Downtown is where you want to be. You’ll find more than 

140 unique restaurants, boutiques and salons with friendly 

service, one-of-a-kind gifts, and convenient, free parking.

Shop charming Downtown Los Altos this holiday season.

S H O P  •  D I N E  •  E X P L O R E  •  D I S C O V E R

Discover more holiday events at DowntownLosAltos.org



Dear Santa,
	 What I want for Christmas this year is to help 
spread the giddy excitement I felt at 8 years old waking up on 
Christmas morning. Heart pounding and hands shaking, I was 
up at the crack of dawn, eager for my parents to wake up so I 
could run into the living room and see what you brought down 
the chimney.
	 No longer 8 years old, it’s harder to find that sense of 
pure joy during the holidays. I feel like joy comes in smaller, 
spread-out doses as an adult, rather than one big rush on 
Christmas morning.
	 As an adult, holidays often become a time to reflect 
back on the year and to celebrate its high points. I know for me, 
reporting for the Town Crier and giving back to the community 
I grew up in has given me so much joy. It’s provided me a 
newfound appreciation for a town I once took for granted. And 
it’s shown me that local journalism can do more than report on 
facts – it touches hearts. 
	 So, Santa, within the pages of this magazine, you’ll 
find different ways some people experience holiday joy – 
whether it’s through treating your friends and family to a 
delicious feast, donating gifts and necessities to those in need, 
listening to some acoustic holiday tunes or cracking a pint of 
holiday beer. My Christmas wish is for you to help me distribute 
this magazine to our local communities so that they, too, can 
experience holiday joy.

	 Happy holidays,

Adrienne Mitchel

©2022 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks; 
all rights reserved. The Agency fully supports the Equal Housing 
Opportunity laws. CalDRE #01904054
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REALTOR®

THE AGENCY LOS ALTOS
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EXPERIENCE

TOP 1.5% REAL ESTATE AGENT
ACCORDING TO REALTRENDS

CAREER TRANSACTIONS LIFETIME TRANSACTION VOLUME

Wishing everyone a wonderful holiday season 
full of cheer and joy! Incredibly grateful for all
of my clients who continue to entrust me with 

their personal real estate decisions. 

Happy holidays to all!

20+ 2022

300+ $600M+

– RYAN
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In my 20s, I traveled with a group of friends to Greece. Dinners 
on that trip provided my first experience with a meze meal – 10 or 
more flavorful dishes served on sharable platters that ramble out in 
no particular order over an extended period of time.

Offered up in tavernas that felt like homes, they were the meals of 
my dreams come true. With patios complete with creeping vines and 
meandering cats, it wouldn’t be uncommon for a bowl of figs and cheese 
to appear after the grilled-fish course, or for fried potatoes to arrive as 
one of the last plates of the meal.

A meze-style meal is a manner of entertaining that I have often replicated. 
Not necessarily with Greek flavors, but the concept of family-style courses 

F E S T I V E  F E A S T

A Christmas dinner party is all about preparation
BY CHRISTINE MOORE 
SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

multicourse meal
served throughout an evening around a 
dining table is equal parts comfortable 
and celebratory. Luxurious, abundant and 
relaxed, it is a style of entertaining that 
will make for the dreamiest and most 
memorable meal you and your lucky 
guests will enjoy this season.

Our friends range from helpfully right 
on time to happily late. I have a bowl of 
spiced pecans and flutes of champagne 
ready for all as soon as welcome kisses are 
bestowed and coats and bags are thrown 
on our bed. This initial bite and sip are 
all that will be offered to start.
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Champagne is the little 
black dress of wines – 
pairing with everything 
f rom hol landaise 
sauce to wedding 
cake. As such, 
Champagne will 
work as a pairing 
for every course of 
this Christmas dinner. If 
you are looking to offer a 
few options, I love a Rioja 
for a red and a dry Chenin 
Blanc for a white option.

What to Drink

>

Once we have the entire dinner party 
assembled, we make our way to the dining 
table. Before we sit, I enjoy noticing how 
friends pause for a moment and take in the 
table. Festooned with simple but festive 
decor, candlelight, bottles of wine and trays 
of food, it’s clear this is a celebration we can 
settle in for.

Just off of our compact kitchen, our 
long and narrow dining room is perfectly 
positioned for my popping in and out to 
grab a course. I have no problem with an 
interactive environment. Often guests 
follow me to continue a conversation started 
tableside as I pull things out of the oven or 
refrigerator. They’ll grab a dish on their way 
back to the table for sharing.

A successful shareable, multicourse meal 
is all about preparation. Using a combination 
of store-bought items and make-aheadish 
dishes, the hosts are able to relax along with 
their guests. Wines are opened throughout 
the evening, and both still and sparkling 
water are always available. In addition to 
the recipes I’m sharing here, we’ll enjoy an 
array of store-bought nibbles, a beet and goat 
cheese salad, stuffed portobello mushrooms 
and slow-roasted citrus salmon. 

With over 150 hands-on exhibits and half an acre of outdoor space, Children’s Discovery 
Museum of San Jose inspires creativity, curiosity and lifelong learning for the whole family.

The Discovery Duck is ready to welcome you back and help your children’s minds grow as 
they safely play with elements like water, air, nature, and learn about nutrition and science. 
A family membership means you can enjoy interactive exhibits, multiple cultural celebrations, 
and specialty events all year long!

180 Woz Way, San Jose, CA 95110 n (408) 298-5437 n  www.cdm.org

Help enrich the lives of children in our community 
by visiting us or donating today on our website!

Children's Discovery Museum of San Jose
                     Inspiring creativity, curiosity, and lifelong learning

PHOTO BY SHELLY BOWERS. This holiday feast 
is inspired by meze-style meals in Greece, where 
dishes are served throughout the evening.
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•	 1 box couscous
•	 2 cups broth
•	 1/2 teaspoon salt
•	 1 tablespoon olive oil or butter
•	 1 pinch saffron

This salad relies on familiar flavors put together in 
a new way. I like that it can be served warm, because 
that allows me to make it just before guests arrive 
and have it ready to go when we sit to eat.

Preheat oven to 425 F. Line sheet pan with parchment 
paper. Toss brussels sprouts with some olive oil, salt and 
pepper, and pour onto one side of sheet pan. Add bacon to 
other side. Place in preheated oven and cook 10 minutes. 
If bacon is cooked to your liking, remove baking sheet 
from oven. Using tongs, lift bacon off and set aside. Mix 
brussels sprouts with bacon grease and put sheet back in 
oven to cook 20-25 minutes.

In the meantime, make dressing by adding 1 tablespoon 
olive oil, diced apples, celery, vinegar and maple syrup to 
small bowl. When brussels sprouts are cooked, remove 
from oven and add to serving platter. Allow to cool for 
a few minutes, then toss with dressing, apple and celery 
mixture. Add pine nuts and some blue cheese. Toss 
through. Add kale and gently toss. Finish by breaking 
bacon into large pieces and placing atop sprouts, scatter 
remaining blue cheese. Serve warm.

•	 1 1/2 pounds brussels sprouts, washed, 
trimmed and halved

•	 Olive oil
•	 1 apple, washed and cut into bite-sized cubes
•	 1/4 cup pine nuts, toasted
•	 4 ounces blue cheese, crumbled into chunks
•	 4 strips natural thick-cut bacon, cooked and 

crumbled
•	 1 celery stalk, washed and thinly sliced
•	 5 tablespoons apple cider vinegar
•	 2 tablespoons maple syrup
•	 1/2 cup lacinato kale, finely chopped

I N G R E D I E N T S

I N G R E D I E N T S

Brussels Sprout, Bacon, 
Blue Cheese and Apple Salad

D I R E C T I O N S

D I R E C T I O N S

Saffron Couscous
When it comes to grains to serve, it doesn’t get 

much easier than couscous. It cooks up quickly 
and is the perfect accompaniment to all manner of 
dishes, from fish to beef and veggies. The addition 
of saffron to the basic couscous recipe creates a 
luxurious flare with its delicately earthy flavor 
and bright smattering of goldish-color scatter 
through the couscous.

Preheat oven to 350 F. Add broth, salt and oil or butter 
to saucepan and bring to boil. Add large pinch of saffron 
and let simmer 2 minutes.

In the meantime, pour couscous into oven-safe dish. 
Pour broth-saffron mixture over couscous and cover 
tightly with tinfoil. Set in oven 5 minutes.

Use fork to fluff couscous and serve.
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Deeply flavorful and warming, I have yet to meet someone 
who doesn’t like these meatballs. My family enjoys lamb. 
When I’m cooking for company and uncertain if they 
enjoy lamb, I’ll use ground beef.

Place first 8 ingredients into mixing bowl and combine 
with hands. Cover and rest in refrigerator 30 minutes if you 
have extra time.

With medium ice cream scoop, form 12-14 meatballs, roll 
with hands and set aside.

Heat grapeseed oil in cast-iron or nonstick skillet over 
medium-high heat. When oil begins to glisten, add meatballs. 
Brown on each side 4-5 minutes, turning carefully until all 
sides are browned.

Remove meatballs from pan and set aside. Pour all but 1 
tablespoon of rendered fat from pan. Reduce heat slightly and 
add additional oil if needed. Add tomatoes, garlic and Aleppo 
pepper and cook 4 minutes, stirring periodically. Season with 
salt and black pepper, then add parsley and water.

Cover and simmer 15 minutes. Return meatballs to pan 
and simmer an additional 5-10 minutes.

Remove from heat. Finish with chopped parsley. 

•	 2 pounds ground beef or lamb
•	 2 eggs
•	 3/4 cup panko breadcrumbs
•	 1/4 cup fresh parsley, finely chopped
•	 2 tablespoons fresh mint, finely chopped
•	 1/4 cup red onion, finely chopped
•	 1 teaspoon garlic powder
•	 2 teaspoons smoked Spanish paprika
•	 2 teaspoons grapeseed oil
•	 1 pint cherry tomatoes
•	 3-4 cloves garlic, finely sliced
•	 1/2 teaspoon Aleppo pepper or 

red pepper flakes
•	 1/4 cup fresh parsley, finely chopped – 

plus extra for garnish
•	 1/2 cup water
•	 Kosher salt
•	 Fresh-cracked black pepper

I N G R E D I E N T S

Spanish Meatballs with Pan-Roasted 
Garlic and Cherry Tomatoes

D I R E C T I O N S
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Wishing you and your family
the best of the holidays!

Lynn North
REALTOR® | PRESIDENT’S CLUB

650.703.6437 

l.north@theagencyre.com 

DRE 01490039

LynnNorth.com

I fell in love with this refreshing and bright British 
dessert on my first trip to the South of England. 
With just three ingredients, Lemon Posset makes 
an extraordinary holiday sweet. Serve it with fresh 
raspberries and your favorite Christmas sugar 
cookies, and you and your guests will be feeling 
merry and bright indeed.

Slowly bring cream and sugar to boil in saucepan. 
Stir mixture regularly until sugar dissolves. Reduce 
heat to simmer and cook 3 minutes. Keep an eye on pot 
the entire time to prevent boiling over. Reduce heat as 
needed to keep gentle simmer going. Remove from heat.

Stir in lemon zest and juice and let mixture cool 10 
minutes. Then pour into six individual ramekins or one 
large serving bowl if you prefer. Cover well with plastic 
wrap and place in refrigerator for at least a few hours 
but ideally overnight.

Christine Moore is a Mountain View resident. 
To read her blog, visit writeyum.com.

•	 2 cups heavy cream
•	 3/4 cups sugar
•	 Zest of one lemon
•	 5 tablespoons lemon juice from 2-3 lemons 
•	 Fresh raspberries, washed for serving

D I R E C T I O N S

I N G R E D I E N T S

Lemon Posset
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Helping hand

G I V I N G  B A C K

As the leaves on trees turn golden 
and fall to the ground and holiday 
lights begin to line rooftops, giving 
back to the community crosses 

many residents' minds. A host of charitable 
programs, run by police and fire departments 
or nonprofits, serve local youth and their 
families. Read on to find out how to give back.

COPS & GOBBLERS
The Mountain View Public Safety 

Foundation has scheduled its annual Cops & 
Gobblers Thanksgiving food donation drive 
Nov. 19. Launched in 1997, the program funds 
delivery of food baskets, gift cards and stuffed 
animals to approximately 500 local families’ 
doorsteps. Because the families are selected 
by police officers, local school districts and 
Community Services Agency of Mountain 
View, Los Altos and Los Altos Hills, the 
majority of families do not know they will 
be receiving a basket beforehand, according 
to MVPSF executive director Amber Wilson.

Donation opportunities abound 
in local community

Li
c.

 #
99

28
58

• Landscape Design & Installation  
• Irrigation Installation & Repairs  
• Yard Demolition 
• Hardscape Services

Complete Property Maintenance 
& Yard Installation

650.941.8596
www.PazmanyBros.com

SERVING SANTA CLARA & SAN MATEO COUNTIES SINCE 1981

BY KARINA ARONSON 
TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

“It’s such a blessing to see the happiness and joy it brings 
when you get to bring the basket to their house and see them 
light up and wonder why they’re receiving this gift,” she said.

The foundation seeks volunteers to help assemble and 
deliver food baskets 9 a.m. Nov. 19 at the Mountain View 
Police and Fire Building, 1000 Villa St. Volunteers do not 
need to register for the event. 
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In addition, MVPSF is accepting 
financial donations, gift cards and new 
or gently used stuffed animals online 
or at the Police and Fire Building.

To donate and for more information, 
visit 

mvpsf.org/programs/cops-gobblers.

WINTER COAT DRIVE
The Los Altos Police Department is 

set to begin its winter coat drive Nov. 
16. The donation program, which runs 
through Dec. 15, collects new coats 
for children ages 4-13. The jackets 
will be distributed to low-income 
elementary and junior high students 
in the Los Altos School District.

Donations may be dropped off 
during business hours in the police 
department lobby, 1 N. San Antonio 
Road. There will also be collection 
bins at the Holiday Tree Lighting Dec. 
1 in downtown Los Altos, the Los 
Altos Holiday Market Dec. 7 and 14, 
and the police department’s holiday 
event Dec. 12 in the Grand Oak 
Room of the Los Altos Community 
Center.

For more information, call the police 
department at (650) 947-2770.

HOPE’S CORNER 
HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE

Mountain View nonprofit Hope’s 
Corner accepts new toy, sock, book 
and gift card donations appropriate for 
babies, children and teens. Donations 
for the annual holiday toy drive may 
be dropped off 8-10:30 a.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays Dec. 2-13 
at Hope’s Corner, 748 Mercy St.

Hope’s Corner is primarily run by 
volunteers, so those involved with the 
organization seek volunteers to help 
register families and collect donations 
as well as to help run the toy giveaway 
event Dec. 17.

“I don’t know if people realize that 
for our neighbors who are working 
one or two jobs, it’s hard to make 
ends meet,” said Alice Cota, head of 
volunteers. “Parents have to decide 
whether they’re going to buy toys or 
food or pay the rent or pay medical 
bills. And all this just goes to help 
parents provide something fun and 
extra for their kids.”

For more information, visit 
hopes-corner.org/holiday-toy-drive. 

COPS THAT CARE
Through Dec. 22, the Mountain 

View Police Department accepts 
new and unwrapped gifts such as 
books, stuffed animals and toys for 
its Cops That Care toy drive. The 
department also accepts gift cards, 
checks and online donations. Toys and 
financial donations can be dropped 
off at the Mountain View Police and 
Fire Building lobby at 1000 Villa 
St. Online donations are accepted 
through Roonga.

Department members will set up 
a mini toy store for kids to shop for 
holiday gifts prior to Christmas.

Since 2002, the toy drive has 
served 1,300 low-income families in 
the community, according to Youth 
Services Unit coordinator Elizabeth 
Mendez. 

For more information, visit 
mvpal.org/programs.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF AMBER 
WILSON. Roughly 125 volunteers 
helped assemble and deliver 
baskets to families at last year's 
Cops & Gobblers event.
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Home for 
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. 
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Happy Holidays
From all of us in the Compass Los Altos office
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California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 
License Number 01991628. 
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BY DR. DANIELLE KAMIS 
SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

How to navigate 
estrangement from family

Coping 
at 

Christmas

M E N T A L  H E A L T H 
M A T T E R S

DRAEGERS.COM

MENLO PARK •  LOS ALTOS •  SAN MATEO  •  BLACKHAWK

Find the ingredients 
to make magic.

The holiday season is often portrayed as a time of 
joy, togetherness and cherished family gatherings. 
However, for those who are estranged from their 

families, this time of year can bring a unique set of 
challenges and emotional turmoil. Below, we will explore 
the difficulties individuals facing family estrangement 
encounter during the holidays and provide insights on how 
to cope, with expert advice from a psychiatrist.

Understanding family estrangement
Family estrangement occurs when one or more family 

members voluntarily distance themselves from one another, 
often due to unresolved conflicts, misunderstandings or 
issues that have grown over time. While estrangement 
can be a healthy choice for some, it can be incredibly 
challenging during the holiday season, as the desire for 
connection and belonging is heightened.

Challenges
Among the challenges faced by those estranged from 

family during the holidays:
•	 Loneliness and isolation. Estranged individuals may 

experience a profound sense of loneliness and isolation 
during the holidays. Seeing others come together with 
their families can exacerbate feelings of sadness and 
alienation. 

t



Supporting the community since 1999

339 S. San Antonio Road, Suite 1B, Los Altos, CA 94022
(650) 948-4886 • cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com • edwardjones.com

CYNTHIA A. WEMYSS, CFP®, ChFC®

F I N A N C I A L  A DV I S O R

H A P P Y  H O L I D AY St t 
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1 2  M I N S  AWAY  F R O M  M E N L O  PA R K  I N  B E A U T I F U L  D O W N T O W N  L O S  A LT O S !

Our Mission - To provide a diverse collection of crystals and minerals from around the world 
for our friends, clients, and customers, from the novice hobbyist to the discriminating collector.

Our Commitment - To empower people to make the most of their lives using the gifts our 
Earth Mother provides us to promote health, harmony, happiness and prosperity. Our greatest 

compliment occurs when our crystals choose you on your journey to self-discovery, peace and joy.

Our gallery now displays a beautiful collection of wood sculptures from Bali. These master carvers 
pass down their unique skills from generation to generation and we are proud to carry these pieces 

of art and represent the village where they are created.

Mark: 408.658.4647 | Debra: 916.519.7813 | hisandherrocks@yahoo.com | @hisandherrocks | 296 State St, Los Altos, CA  94022 
hisandherrocksgallery.com

W E  WA N T  T O  H E A R  F R O M  YO U  F O R  A N Y  R E A S O N
Feel free to reach out to us via phone, email, our website, Facebook or Twitter

HIS & HER ROCKS GALLERY
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THE PERFECT MATCH 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

View the Long Bar & Bistro menu at

www.longbarandbistro.com

Indoor and outdoor seating
Complimentary parking

4320 El Camino Real, Los Altos, CA          Long Bar  650.770.0425          Hotel  650.941.9900

Enjoy Spacious Guest Rooms, 
Relax with your favorite 

Holiday Beverage,
Savor a delicious dinner in our 

firelit Courtyard, 
Then take the elevator home!

•	 Guilt and shame. Many individuals dealing 
with estrangement from their families may 
grapple with guilt and shame, particularly 
during a season that emphasizes forgiveness 
and reconciliation. They may question their 
own actions or feel judged by others for not 
“making amends.”

•	 Triggers and emotional resurfacing. The 
holiday season can trigger painful memories 
and unresolved emotions, causing distress and 
anxiety. Old wounds may resurface, leading 
to increased stress and emotional turmoil.

•	 Coping with unwanted advice. Well-meaning friends 
and acquaintances often offer unsolicited advice, urging 
estranged individuals to reconcile with their families. 
This pressure can be overwhelming and create additional 
stress.

Coping strategies
The following strategies can help individuals cope during 

the holidays.
•	 Self-compassion. A board-certif ied psychiatrist 

emphasizes the importance of self-compassion. 
     “It’s essential to be kind to yourself during the holidays, 
especially if you’re estranged from your family,” the 
psychiatrist advised. “Remember that your feelings 

are valid, and you are not alone in experiencing this 
challenge.”

•	 Create new traditions. Consider creating your own 
holiday traditions or spending the holidays with chosen 
family or friends who provide a supportive and loving 
environment. Embracing new experiences can help 
counteract feelings of loss and loneliness.

•	 Seek professional help. If you find yourself struggling 
with emotional distress or unresolved issues related to 
estrangement, it’s crucial to reach out to a mental health 
professional. Therapy can provide a safe space to explore 
your feelings and develop coping strategies.

•	 Set boundaries. Establishing clear boundaries with those 
who may pressure you to reconcile can be empowering. 
Politely but firmly communicate your needs and limits, and 
don’t feel obligated to explain or defend your choices.  



1 2  M I N S  AWAY  F R O M  M E N L O  PA R K  I N  B E A U T I F U L  D O W N T O W N  L O S  A LT O S !

Our Mission - To provide a diverse collection of crystals and minerals from around the world 
for our friends, clients, and customers, from the novice hobbyist to the discriminating collector.

Our Commitment - To empower people to make the most of their lives using the gifts our 
Earth Mother provides us to promote health, harmony, happiness and prosperity. Our greatest 

compliment occurs when our crystals choose you on your journey to self-discovery, peace and joy.

Our gallery now displays a beautiful collection of wood sculptures from Bali. These master carvers 
pass down their unique skills from generation to generation and we are proud to carry these pieces 

of art and represent the village where they are created.

Mark: 408.658.4647 | Debra: 916.519.7813 | hisandherrocks@yahoo.com | @hisandherrocks | 296 State St, Los Altos, CA  94022 
hisandherrocksgallery.com

W E  WA N T  T O  H E A R  F R O M  YO U  F O R  A N Y  R E A S O N
Feel free to reach out to us via phone, email, our website, Facebook or Twitter

HIS & HER ROCKS GALLERY

1 2  M I N S  AWAY  F R O M  M E N L O  PA R K  I N  B E A U T I F U L  D O W N T O W N  L O S  A LT O S !

Our Mission - To provide a diverse collection of crystals and minerals from around the world 
for our friends, clients, and customers, from the novice hobbyist to the discriminating collector.

Our Commitment - To empower people to make the most of their lives using the gifts our 
Earth Mother provides us to promote health, harmony, happiness and prosperity. Our greatest 

compliment occurs when our crystals choose you on your journey to self-discovery, peace and joy.

Our gallery now displays a beautiful collection of wood sculptures from Bali. These master carvers 
pass down their unique skills from generation to generation and we are proud to carry these pieces 

of art and represent the village where they are created.

Mark: 408.658.4647 | Debra: 916.519.7813 | hisandherrocks@yahoo.com | @hisandherrocks | 296 State St, Los Altos, CA  94022 
hisandherrocksgallery.com

W E  WA N T  T O  H E A R  F R O M  YO U  F O R  A N Y  R E A S O N
Feel free to reach out to us via phone, email, our website, Facebook or Twitter

HIS & HER ROCKS GALLERY
Our Mission - To provide a diverse collection of crystals and minerals from around 

the world for our friends, clients, and customers, from the novice hobbyist to the 

discriminating collector.

Our Commitment - To empower people to make the most of their lives using the 

gifts our Earth Mother provides us to promote health, harmony, happiness and 

prosperity. Our greatest compliment occurs when our crystals choose you on 

your journey to self-discovery, peace and joy.

Our gallery now displays a beautiful collection of wood sculptures from Bali. 

These master carvers pass down their unique skills from generation to generation 

and we are proud to carry these pieces of art and represent the village where 

they are created.



PAGE 22  | HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS MAGAZINE | NOVEMBER 15, 2023

HAPPY HOLIDAYS !

PACIFIC BALLET
ACADEMY

November 25-27
at 

Mountain View Centre for the Performing Arts 
500 Castro St

Come join us for our
performance of

Adult Drop in Classes

wishes you all

for tickets & registration

The Nutcracker !

Classes for all ages
Ongoing registration for 4-18 

295 Polaris Ave Mountain View

pacificballet.org

November 24-26
 at

•	 Self-care. Engage in self-care practices such as 
mindfulness, meditation, exercise and maintaining 
a healthy routine. Taking care of your physical and 
emotional well-being can help you navigate the 
emotional challenges of the holidays more effectively.

•	 	Connect with supportive communities. Seek out support 
groups, both online and offline, comprised of individuals 
who are experiencing similar challenges with family 
estrangement. Sharing experiences and advice with 
others who understand your situation can be immensely 
beneficial.
Estrangement from family members can be a complex 

and emotionally taxing experience, especially during the 
holidays. However, with self-compassion, a proactive 
approach to self-care and support from mental health care 
professionals and like-minded communities, individuals 
can navigate this challenging season with greater resilience 
and emotional well-being. Remember, you are not alone, 
and there are resources available to help you cope and find 
healing during this time of year. 

Danielle Kamis, M.D., is a licensed psychiatrist 
with a practice in downtown Los Altos. 

For more information on her practice, specialties 
and services, visit kamismd.com.
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A kitchen made for holiday hosting  
and your favorite sous-chefs.

©2022 UMRO REALTY CORP., DBA THE AGENCY. REGISTERED SERVICE MARKS; ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  
THE AGENCY FULLY SUPPORTS THE EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. CALDRE #01904054 

We’ll find the home, you’ll write the stories.  
Wherever you’re going, we can take you there.

THEAGENCYRE.COM

Your Move
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T O R I
A T W E L L

650.996.0123
LIC. #00927794

tori.atwell@theagencyre.com

R U R I K
B E S T

310.862.0012
LIC. #02180372

r.best@theagencyre.com

E M I L Y
F A N G

650.275.3098
LIC. #01854906

emily.fang@theagencyre.com

E L A I N E
K L E M M

650.269.1035
LIC. #00972243

elaine.klemm@theagencyre.com

PA M
B L A C K M A N
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LIC. #00584333

pam.blackman@theagencyre.com

C I N D Y
B O G A R D - O ’ G O R M A N

650.924.8365
LIC. #01918407

cindy.ogorman@theagencyre.com

J U D Y
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650.207.2111
LIC. #00298975

judy.bogard@theagencyre.com

V I C K I
F E R R A N D O

415.279.6636
LIC. #01418802

vicki.f@theagencyre.com

R YA N
G O W D Y

408.309.8660
LIC. #01322889

ryan.gowdy@theagencyre.com

G A R Y
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brett.w@theagencyre.com

R I C K
Z E A

408.205.8050
LIC. #00880772

rick.zea@theagencyre.com

S U Z A N N E
O ’ B R I E N

650.996.9898
LIC. #01467942

suzanne.obrien@theagencyre.com

R E N E E
S P O O N E R

650.477.5484
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renee.spooner@theagencyre.com
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T H E  A G E N C Y  L O S  A LT O S
Los Altos Expertise, Vast Global Reach

The Agency is revolutionizing real estate with our boutique approach, creative marketing, 
cutting-edge technology and unforgettable client service experience. Breaking away from 
the traditional brokerage model, we take a collaborative approach to the business of real 
estate. We’re one connected community, and each of our clients benefits from the shared 

knowledge, resources and expertise of the entire global team.

95+ Offices 
Worldwide With $60B 

in Global Sales Volume

$1.6M 
Average Global Sales Price

450K+ 
Instagram Followers as One of The 

World’s Most-Followed Residential 

Brokerages

7 Consecutive 
Years

Inc. 5000’s Fastest-Growing 
Companies in North America

THE AGENCY LOS ALTOS 
160 Main Street, Los Altos, CA 94022

Wherever you’re going, 
we can take you there.

THEAGENCYRE.COM
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Serving the SF Peninsula Region  |  169 Main Street, Los Altos, California  |  650.946.2094  |  sherryscottdesign.com

INDOOR KITCHENS  OUTDOOR KITCHENS  BATHROOMS

LAUNDRY ROOMS  MEDIA WALLS  CLOSETS  APPLIANCES  LIGHTING

Countless options to elevate 
your modern home and lifestyle

The holidays are right around the corner, and 
thus it’s time to commence the chaotic hustle 
and bustle of holiday shopping. With such 

a wide variety of products on the market, it may be 
difficult to figure out where to begin.

For those who want to shop local, there are three 
stores in downtown Los Altos to consider. 

BY SOPHIA YAO 
TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

H O L I D AY  S H O P P I N G

Popular Presents

Downtown offers array 
of stores for seasonal gifts 



Wishing you a season filled with joy, laughter, and the warmth of home.  
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“It’s actually like a globe 
that lights up and you can 
play music with it,” she 
said. “It has Santa inside 
and it snows and there 
are these three reindeer 
that are going around in 
a circle when it’s on.”

One of the other appeals 
of Cranberry Scoop is that 
it’s a neighborhood store 
with a personalized feel, 
according to Biolsi.

“People come in and they run into their friends,” she 
said. “I try really hard to find people different items and 
to make (holiday shopping) a good experience.”

For more information, visit thecranberryscoop.com.

BK COLLECTIONS
BK Collections, a gift store at 342 State St., sells 

collectibles, jewelry, handmade products and home decor 
pieces, among many other items. 

The shop celebrated its 45th anniversary in August. Store 
owner and founder Belinda Chung, who has been heavily 
involved in the Los Altos community for years, said some 

CRANBERRY SCOOP
Cranberry Scoop, a gift boutique at 295 State St., offers 

a wide variety of seasonal products. The store, which has 
been a staple of Los Altos since the 1970s, is also known 
for its festive window displays every year that go up in 
early November.

Cranberry Scoop owner 
Ellen Biolsi said some of the 
most popular holiday gifts 
every year are wrapping 
paper, seasonal ornaments 
and products from the store’s 
local section, which feature 
Los Altos-based designs 
and graphics on them. This 
year, Biolsi expects some 
more niche products to be 
popular as well.

“We already have the Christmas paper out, the Christmas 
cards, and people are already buying them,” she said. “We 
have Shimmers, which are like these water globes that light 
up, and one thing that I expect to be popular this year are 
the pickleball ornaments.”

Biolsi added that the product she’s most excited about is 
a new light-up tree topper.

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View  
650.961.8700

C U S T O M  U P H O L S T E R Y

FREE Local 
Pick Up & Delivery

your upholstery order on any 
standard couch or chair with the 
purchase of any fabric you select 
from our complete line of fabrics.

Discount good towards labor, filler and fabric costs only (not sales tax). Must be an upholstery 
job. Tufting, channeling and decorator nails sold at full price. (Customer supplied fabric 
charged at standard rate of $75 per yard.) Cannot be combined with any other discounts.

Our 57th year.

SterlingCustomUpholstery.com

Reduce, 
Reuse & 

Redecorate

SSTTEERRLLIINNGG

20%
OFF

57
ANNIVERSARY
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Immanuel Lutheran Church

1715 Grant Road, Los Altos, CA | 650.967.4906 | www.ilclosaltos.com

Join Us In-Person or Online 

For Christmas Eve Services

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

on SSuunnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2244tthh  aatt  77::3300ppmm

Visit our website at www.ilclosaltos.com 

for Zoom information, for anytime access 

to our Christmas family worship!

Additional online Christmas service, which 

will include special music and participation 

of children, for your holiday celebrations!

Let us bring Christmas to you!

of the shop's most popular products 
include Christopher Radko’s hand-
painted and felt holiday ornaments, 
which some customers collect over the 
years, and festive home decor.

“We have some people who have 
actually been buying (these ornaments) 
for three generations, which is really 
awesome,” Chung said. “We also have 
holiday-related home decor pieces, so 
that people can have festive decorations 
when the family is gathered – especially 
since we’re at the end of COVID-19, 
so people are starting to get together.”

One distinctive gift offering from 
BK Collections is its customizable 
wellness packages, which include 
locally grown health and beauty 
products.

“We’ll put together a wellness basket 
with elderberry preserves and syrup, 
with a couple of candles,” Chung said. 
“We also have locally grown honey, 
which is grown in Gilroy. When you 
have local honey, it helps people who 
have allergies because the flowers and 
the pollen that’s collected locally will 

make the immune system 
stronger.”

Chung added that some 
of the customizations 
that can be made to the 
wellness baskets include 
food products such as 
locally made biscotti and 
fine tea.

According to Chung, 
BK Collections also offers 
personalized services, and 
employees remember 
returning customers and 
what they had purchased 
the past year.

“We actually have gentlemen 
that come in here every year to 
buy something for their significant 
others, and then we try not to repeat 
anything,” she said. “We know people 
by their first names, and we’re very 
fortunate that people have been 
supporting us, too.” 

For more information, visit 
bkcollectionslosaltos.com.
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PAPERWHIRL
Paperwhirl, a gift and stationery shop 

at 151 Main St., is known for its custom 
packaging and quirky gifts and products. 
The shop opened in Los Altos in 2012 and 
carries everything from trinkets to designer 
products.

Store co-owner Christine Chang said it’s 
difficult to pinpoint the store’s most popular 
gifts because of its wide range of products 
and customers. Some unique gifts that 
customers have enjoyed include charcuterie 
kits, collectible mice toys, Baggallinni and 
Mywalit handbags, board games, reversible 
rain jackets and Sugarfina candy.

However, if Chang could pick one item 
that has been particularly popular, it would 
be Paperwhirl’s miniature speaker.

“Our best-selling item through the 
years, which we’ve carried for a number of 
years and continue to still: a little wireless 
speaker,” she said. “It’s about an inch and 
a half around, and it comes in different 
colors and the sound is incredible. One 
man compared it to his Bose speaker. … 
Almost everyone who buys one comes back 
and gets more.” 

• Full service design-build firm 
with an integrated team

• Design concept, 
specifications, drawings 
and permit acquisition

• Over 25 years of construction 
and project management 
experience

• Small scale renovations, 
additions and full house 
remodels

• Award winning designs

650.948.4200
1574 Country Club Drive

Los Altos, CA 94024
License #716400

hammerschmidtinc.com
EXPLORE HCI

Hammerschmidt 
Construction

‘ T I S  T H E  S E A S O N
T O  G A T H E R

GROUP RESERVATIONS
AVAILABLE

INFO@STATESTREETMARKET.COM



The City just got a bit more iconic
Our intention has always been to grow with thoughtful purpose and to seek opportunities that extend our 

reach with the most positive impact possible on our agents, clients, and communities. Growth through  

values and culture has always served us best. And we are happy to accomplish just that in San Francisco, 

Marin County, and Wine Country. Follow our stride at sereno.com

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  •  P E N I N S U L A  •  S I L I C O N  V A L L E Y  •  E A S T  B AY  •  S A N T A  C R U Z 

M A R I N  •  W I N E  C O U N T R Y  •  T A H O E  •  S I E R R A  F O O T H I L L S  •  C E N T R A L  C O A S T

DRE 02101181

SERENO
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Paperwhirl ’s most well-
known holiday products are its 
gift wrapping, Christmas cards 
and nutcrackers, Chang noted.

“We’re known for our selection 
of Christmas nutcrackers, and 
there are people who collect 
nutcrackers, but it’s also just 
a fun holiday decoration,” she 
said. “And we also do custom 
Christmas cards. … Some 
clients have actually already 
ordered their Christmas cards.”

Chang added that Paperwhirl’s specialty is that there 
is something for everyone, especially from a pricing 
perspective.

“We have a wide range of products that cover everyone 
in your family, from price points as low as a dollar or two 
to a beautiful piece of jewelry for hundreds of dollars,” 
she said. 

For more information, visit 
paperwhirl.com.

How do you protect redwoods  
and honor someone special?

Grow the redwood forests of  
today and for the future:  
sempervirens.org/give-in-honor

GROW  
THE  
FOREST
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Your Real Estate Resource 
in Los Altos and Los Altos Hills

©2022 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks; all rights reserved. The Agency fully supports the Equal Housing Opportunity laws. CalDRE #01904054

JIM NAPPO
JIM.NAPPO@THEAGENCYRE.COM
650.906.5775 | LIC. #00767311

JIMMY NAPPO
JIMMY.NAPPO@THEAGENCYRE.COM
650.861.7661 | LIC. #01439226 NAPPO.COM  |  THE AGENCYRE.COM

Proud to serve our clients for over 50 combined years! 
Happy Holidays to all!
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Y U L E T I D E  B E E R S

SE L E C T I NG 
T H E  BE ST 

C E L E BR AT ION 
BR E WS

As the weather gets colder, pumpkin brews on store 
shelves make way for beers brewed specifically for 
winter holiday celebrations.

California craft breweries have a long history of annual 
seasonal beer releases to celebrate Christmas, starting with 
Anchor Christmas Ale (RIP) in 1975, which in turn inspired 
Sierra Nevada’s Celebration Ale starting in 1981. Anchor 
Christmas was traditionally a relatively low-alcohol-by-volume 
spiced ale, and Celebration is a classic IPA brewed with 
Cascade, Centennial and Chinook hops. Contrary to popular 
belief, Celebration’s recipe has remained unchanged through its 
history, and annual flavor variations are due to characteristics of 
a given year’s hop harvest.

In more recent years, many Christmas beers tend to be 
higher-alcohol style like barleywines, Belgian quads or imperial 
stouts, which provide a wonderful warming sensation on a cold 
winter’s night. Another advantage of such high-alcohol beers is 
that they can continue to develop with age, unlike IPAs, lagers 
and other beer styles meant to be consumed fresh. At press 
time, 2023 Christmas beers were not yet available in stores, but 
your intrepid beer columnist was able to track down a couple of 
vintage 2022 bottles.

S A N TA’ S  L I T T L E  H E L P E R
San Diego’s Port Brewing Co. began annual 

bottled releases of Santa’s Little Helper imperial 
stout in 2006, and the recipe has changed 
multiple times over the years. Since 2020, Santa’s 
Little Helper has included additions of coffee 
and hazelnuts, amping up both the bitter, roasty 
character and the sweet notes of an already-
luscious stout.

The beer pours a deep black color with garnet 
highlights and a relatively short-lived tan head. 
Elements of dark dried fruits, baking spices 
and semisweet cocoa dominate the aroma, 
and the coffee and hazelnut are both quite 
subdued. Pleasant coffee bitterness on the palate 
complements the moderately sweet dark fruit 
character to provide a balanced flavor. Hops do 
not stand out in the flavor or aroma. Hazelnuts 
are lost in the mix, perhaps due to aging, as I 
remember them being more prominent when I’ve 
had this beer fresh. The beer is full-bodied and 
velvety smooth in texture, with moderately low 
carbonation, and the finish is surprisingly delicate 
and smooth for a beer as strong as 9.9% ABV.

S A N TA’ S  B R A S S
Drake’s Brewing Co. in San Leandro has 

been brewing Santa’s Brass, its bourbon barrel-
aged holiday barleywine since 2014. Despite the 

BY DEREK WOLFGRAM 
SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Hops
for the holidays
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DE MARTINI
ORCHARD

Kozy Brothers

66 N. San Antonio Rd.
Los Altos

650-948-0881
DeMartiniOrchard.com

Delivery Service Available
Download Avocado Grocery Shopping App

OPEN DAILY 8AM-7PM

Dried Fruit Gift 

Packs Ready To 

Ship

Now Taking  
Holiday Fruit 
Basket Orders

Gift Ideas
 For 

The Season

66 N. San Antonio Road, 
Los Altos

(650) 948-0881
DeMartiniOrchard.com

De MARTINI
ORCHARD

Delivery Services available at

ShopDeMartini.com

OPEN DAILY 8AM-7PM

name, barleywines are not wines, nor do they include 
fermented grapes – they are strong ales made from 
malted barley like most other beers, and the name 
comes from the strength and complexity they offer.

The 2022 vintage of Santa’s Brass was a blend of 
barleywines aged in both whiskey barrels from St. 
George Spirits in Alameda and port barrels, and it 
weighs in at a generous 13.7% ABV. The full body of 
the viscous beer is apparent as it pours into a glass, and 
not much head forms atop the deep reddish-brown 
liquid with copper highlights. The aroma is boozy 
and malty, with notes of dark bread crust and toffee, 
but not overly sweet. Overall, aroma characteristics 
are subtle due to the minimal carbonation of the beer. 
On the palate, the beer is sweet but not cloying, with 
elements of burnt caramel, fruity port-like notes and 
distinct alcohol heat, which carries through into the 
long, smooth finish.

Wishing you and yours the warmth, coziness and 
comfort of rich, decadent holiday brews this winter. 
Cheers! 

Derek Wolfgram is a Certified Beer Judge through 
the Beer Judge Certification Program and 

an officer of the Silicon Valley Sudzers homebrew club. 
For more information, visit sudzers.org.

Broker Associate 

650.743.1838 
susan.sims@theagencyre.com 
DRE 01408349 
susansimshomes.com

Susan Sims

©2022 UMRO REALTY CORP., DBA THE AGENCY. REGISTERED SERVICE MARKS; ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
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Expert negotiation and client 
representation. Highest and best 
possible price in any market. 
Served on the MVLA foundation 
board for 10 years.

Happy Holidays!
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From the new-age offerings of George 
Winston, Kori Linae Carothers and 
William Ackerman to the jazziness 

of Vince Guaraldi’s classic “A Charlie 
Brown Christmas,” if you enjoy acoustic 
guitar and piano, there’s a lot to love here.

Whether used for background music or 
focused listening, these albums – ranging 
from recent to nearly 60 years old – will put 
a harmonious spin on your holidays.
•	 Various artists, “Windham Hill Holiday 

Guitar Collection,” 2006. Artists include 
William Ackerman, Alex de Grassi, Sean 
Harkness and Steve Morse. Ackerman, 
one of the originators of new-age music, 
introduced many great artists through his 
Windham Hill label, originally based in 
Palo Alto. Tracks include “Christmastime 
Is Here,” “Emmanuel” and “Carol of the 
Bells.”

P E A C E F U L  P L A Y L I S T

Sounds 
Season

Instrumental albums provide 
an acoustic holiday spin

•	 George Winston, “December” (solo 
piano), 1982. The late acclaimed pianist 
Winston (d. 2023) recorded for the 
Windham Hill label, as well as his own 
Dancing Cat Records. Tracks include “The 
Holly and the Ivy,” “Joy,” “Thanksgiving” 
and “Carol of the Bells.”

•	 Kori Linae Carothers, “On a Cold Frosty 
Morning” (mostly piano), 2022. A self-
proclaimed “instrumental music escape 
artist,” Carothers credits discovering the 
aforementioned Windham Hill Records 
as a tipping point in her career; two of her 
albums were recorded by Ackerman in 
his Imaginary Road Studios in Vermont. 
Tracks include “What Child Is This?” 
“Emmanuel” and “Gésu Bambino.”

•	 Vince Guaraldi Trio, “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas” (piano, bass, drum; choir on 
one track), 1965. San Francisco jazz  

BY MARY LARSEN 
STAFF WRITER/NEWSROOM@LATC.COM

of the 
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DESIGN THAT CELEBRATES LIFE - Yours

Creating timeless family homes & kitchens for over 30 years

147 Main Street, Los Altos
650.941.7800

viscusielson.com  |  ruttoflosaltos.com

ViscusiElson
i n t E r i o r  D E s i g n
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	 pianist Guaraldi’s classic album never gets 
old. Tracks include “My Little Drum,” 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing,” “O 
Tannenbaum” and “Christmas Is Coming.”

•	 Dave Brubeck, “A Dave Brubeck 
Christmas” (solo piano), 1996. California-
born jazz pianist Brubeck’s Christmas 
album ranked among the best-selling 
jazz albums of 1997. Tracks include “O 
Tannenbaum,” “Joy to the World” and 
“Winter Wonderland.”

•	 Terry Disley Experience, “The Jazzcracker 
& Other Delights” (keyboards, bass, 
drums, percussion), 2007. U.K.-born 
pianist and composer Disley is a longtime 
Bay Area resident and frequent performer 
at the Miramar Beach Restaurant in Half 
Moon Bay. Tracks include jazz variations 
on Tchaikovsky’s “The Nutcracker Suite,” 
“The Little Drummer Boy” and “Jesu, Joy 
of Man’s Desiring.”

•	 Jim “Kimo” West, “Kimo’s Hawaiian Slack 
Key Christmas” (2008) and “Ki Ho’alu 
Christmastime” (2013). Slack-key guitar 
master West, best known for his work with 
Weird Al Yankovic, transports the listener 

This holiday season enjoy our delicious 
Italian dishes, either at home or at Pompeii

https://pompeiiristorante.hrpos.heartland.us

It’s easy, Order & Pay Online. 
Scan the QR code or go to:

100 STATE STREET, LOS ALTOS • 650.949.2400 • POMPEIIRISTORANTE.COM

We are open for Lunch, Dinner & Take-Out 
(TUESDAY TO SUNDAY)

TUESDAY to FRIDAY Lunch 11:30a – 2:30p | Dinner 5:00p – 9:00p
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12:00p – 9:00p

F A M I L Y  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D

Ristorante
Pompeii

to the islands with a mix of traditional 
and Hawaiian Christmas music. Tracks 
include “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella,” 
“Kanikapila Christmas,” “Deck the Halls” 
and “Mauna Kea Sleigh Ride.”

•	 John Fahey, “The New Possibility – John 
Fahey’s Guitar Soli Christmas Record” 
(solo guitar), 1968. This album remains 
the American folk guitar master’s best-
selling recording. Tracks include “Auld 
Lang Syne,” “The First Noel,” “Lo, How 
a Rose E’er Blooming” and “Go, I Will 
Send Thee.”

•	 Jeremiah Lockwood, “A Great Miracle 
– Guitar Soli Chanukah Album” (solo 
guitar), 2021.  Inspiration for this album 
came from guitar legend Fahey’s 1968 
Christmas album “The New Possibility” 
(see above). Eight tracks, one for each 
night of the Festival of Lights, include 
“Ritual,” “Little Dreydl,” “Maoz Tzur” 
and “Chanuka Oy Chanuka.” 



Harker is a community of dedicated, passionate learners committed to 
celebrating a diverse community of students, and fostering an inspiring space 
for all. Our goal (and greatest joy) is to help all students uncover their unique 
gifts through our deep and varied offerings and inspiring faculty. With more 
than 125 years of experience in bringing out the best in children, we are 
dedicated to continuing that legacy of excellence.

Kindness, respect, honesty, integrity and personal accountability have 
been in the school’s DNA since its founding. Community service, character 
development curriculum, and our honor code all encourage, develop and 
reinforce these important qualities.

Many things make Harker special, however small class sizes and our attention 
to each child’s journey is especially unique. Beginning in the lower school, 
and continuing throughout each student’s Harker journey, we carefully 
evaluate the course placement that best meets a student’s talents and 
interests to ensure that each is challenged, encouraged, engaged and 
inspired to be their personal and academic best. A vital part of that process 
involves the offering of extensive curricular and extracurricular offerings to 
help students discover and nurture talents they may not otherwise have 
known they have. We do this through our deep and varied offerings and 
through our incredible and inspiring faculty, for whom we search nationwide. 
Many hold advanced degrees, and all are passionate about teaching and 
focused on individual student success.

Harker is a supportive, safe, fun and nurturing place where parents, faculty, 
staff, students and alumni form a close-knit community through events, 
traditions and our common mission. Our students leave Harker uncommonly 
prepared for college and ready to make a difference in the world.

Educating more than 1,950 students TK-grade 12, Harker is the largest 
independent school of its kind in California, serving families of preschool, 
elementary, middle and high school-aged children, with each division on its 
own San Jose campus.

Discover
yourself
at Harker

The Harker School  |  San Jose, CA  |  K-12 College Prep  |  www.harker.org
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‘Elf, the Musical’
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts 
Nov. 18 and 19
Peninsula Youth Theatre kicks off the holiday season with “Elf The 
Musical.” Based on the popular 2003 movie, the comedic musical 
follows Buddy, a human raised as an elf, who discovers his true identity 
as he embarks on a quest to reconnect with his biological father in 
New York City. Through his infectious charm, Buddy manages to ignite 
the Christmas spirit in those around him, while also finding love and 
rekindling family bonds. Shows are scheduled 2 and 7:30 p.m. Nov. 18 
and 1 p.m. Nov. 19. Tickets are $25.

For more information, visit pytnet.org.

Festival of Lights Parade
Downtown Los Altos 
6-8 p.m. Nov. 26
The annual Festival of Lights Parade on Main and State streets 
features floats, decorations and live music that celebrate the holiday 
season, as well as an appearance by Santa Claus. Admission is free.

For more information, visit losaltosparade.org.

Holiday Tree Lighting
Veterans Community Plaza, Los Altos 
6-8 p.m. Dec. 1
Los Altos’ Holiday Tree Lighting ceremony takes place downtown at 
the intersection of Main and State streets. The annual event features 
musical performances by local school choirs. After lighting of the 
official city tree, Santa Claus makes an appearance at 6:30 p.m. 
Admission is free.

For more information, visit downtownlosaltos.org.

NOV. 
18
&
19 

NOV. 
26

DEC. 
1

A host of holiday-related local events and shows are on the horizon as winter 
approaches. A rundown of performances and activities follows.

Holiday
E V E N T S

Plays, ballets and concerts celebrate the season

H A P P E N I N G S
j
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‘Tis the Season 
for Gratitude.

Warmest wishes to you and yours 
through this Holiday Season. Hope 
it’s filled with new memories and 
heartfelt celebrations.

Happy Holidays from the Sangsters.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is 
intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made 
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  

650.224.5295
teamsangster@compass.com
DRE 01856274 | DRE 01898271 | DRE 02074481

‘The Nutcracker’
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts 
Dec. 1-3
Presented by Mountain View’s Western Ballet, the annual production 
of “The Nutcracker” is making its return just in time for the holidays. 
Tickets range from $38 (children under 12) to $43 (general admission). 
The performance, suitable for all ages, runs 90 minutes and includes an 
intermission.

For tickets and more information, visit tinyurl.com/yck7ptm9.

Holiday Barn Lighting 
Westwind Community Barn, Los Altos Hills 
2-5 p.m. Dec. 3
Westwind Community Barn, 27210 Altamont Road, hosts an afternoon 
of activities, including a petting zoo and crafts. After the barn lights 
up, Santa Claus makes an appearance. Local student groups perform 
traditional carols and holiday music. Admission is free.

For more information, visit tinyurl.com/4dfmedm9.

DEC. 
1 

through

3 

DEC. 
3
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‘The Christmas Ballet’
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts 
Dec. 7-10
San Francisco’s Smuin Contemporary Ballet ushers in the holiday 
season with its production of “The Christmas Ballet.” It features two 
acts and a variety of dance styles. Tickets are $24-$99.

For tickets and more information, visit smuinballet.org.

Holiday Market
Downtown Los Altos  |  4-8 p.m. Dec. 7 & 14
The Holiday Market features holiday treats, baked goods, chocolate 
and more from some of the Los Altos Farmers’ Market vendors. The 
festivities also include live music and warm holiday drinks for shoppers. 
Admission is free.

For more information, visit downtownlosaltos.org.

Pictures with Santa
Enchanté Boutique Hotel  |  2-4 p.m. Dec. 9
Santa Claus takes time out of his busy holiday schedule to visit 
downtown Los Altos for a photo-taking session at Enchanté, 1 Main St. 
The event is free.

For more information, visit downtownlosaltos.org.

‘Snow Queen’
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts 
Dec. 15-17
Mountain View-based dance academy school Bayer Ballet performs 
the two-hour “Snow Queen,” appropriate for all ages. The ballet, based 
on the Hans Christian Andersen fairy tale, celebrates friendship, love 
and courage.

For tickets and more information, visit bayerballet.com.

Family Fun Day
Los Altos Community Center  |  10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Dec. 16
The Los Altos Parks & Recreation Department and the Los Altos 
Library host a winter-themed family fun day at the community center, 
97 Hillview Ave. The free event includes games, crafts, movies, and 
more for the entire family to enjoy. 

For more information, visit tinyurl.com/33zzs9ut.

DEC. 
7 

through

10 

DEC. 
7 

through

14 

DEC. 
15 

through

17 

DEC. 
9

DEC. 
16

Compiled by Prisha Mohapatra 
TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN
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HOLIDAY FUND RECIPIENTS

Holiday Fund 2023
The Los Altos Town Crier Holiday Fund was launched in 

2000 to raise funds for hands-on nonprofits throughout 

Silicon Valley, particularly those serving families and 

children. Most recipient organizations rely on many 

volunteers and maintain low overhead in their efforts to 

touch the lives of those in need.

The Holiday Fund has raised more than four million dollars 

since its inception. The money has been distributed 

to local charities that tirelessly make a difference for 

families in our community with special needs, addressing 

education, literacy, social issues, food insecurity, mental 

health, drug abuse and general well being.

DONATE NOW!
Each year more than 400 local donors support the Fund. 

All contributions are tax deductible through our fiscal 

partner, the LAMV Community Foundation. Contribute 

by phone with a credit card at (650) 949-5908, online at 

www.losaltoscf.org/latc-holiday-fund or by mailing a 

check made out to LAMV Community Foundation, with 

“LATCHF” on the memo line. Mail to LAMV Community 

Foundation, 183 Hillview Ave. Los Altos, CA 94022.

Contributions are 100% tax deductible and every dollar 

helps bring a smile to someone in our community.

CHAC (Community Health 
Awareness Council)

Child Advocates of Silicon Valley

Community School of Music and 
Arts Artistic Intelligence Program

Community Services Agency - 
Keep Low Income Seniors Housed

Day Worker Center of Mountain View

Help One Child

Hidden Villa

Hope’s Corner

Los Altos Youth Theatre/Los Altos Stage 
Company

Mentor Tutor Connection

MERIT Program (Making Education Relevant 
and Interactive through Technology)

Music for Minors

MVLA Scholars

Sky’s The Limit Fund

Veterans Resource Center 
at Foothill College

WomenSV



Barbara Telesco-Curley | Golden Gate 
Sotheby’s International Realty 29

BK Collections 23

Bogard-Tanigami Team | The Agency 2

Chef Chu’s 47

Children’s Discovery Museum 9

Christie’s International 
Real Estate Sereno 33

Cobalt Power Systems Inc. 3

Compass 15–17

Courtyard Marriott 20

De Martini Orchard 37

Draeger’s Supermarket 18

Edward Jones | Cynthia A. Wemyss 19 

Family Matters In-Home Care 11

Hammerschmidt Construction 32

Harker School 41   

His and Her Rocks Gallery 21

Il Fornaio Trattoria 34

Immanuel Lutheran Church 31

Jim & Jimmy Nappo | The Agency 35

Los Altos Village Association 5

Lynn North | The Agency 12

Nicholas French | Christie’s International 
Real Estate Sereno 22

Pacific Ballet Academy 22

Pazmany Bros. Landscaping 13

Pompeii Ristorante 40

Ryan Gowdy | The Agency 7

Sangster Team | Compass 43

Sempervirens Fund 34

Sherry Scott Design 28

State Street Market 32

Sterling Custom Upholstery 30

Susan Sims | The Agency 37

The Agency Los Altos 24–27

Town Crier Holiday Fund 45

Viscusi Elson Interior Design 39

Welsh Group | Christie’s International 
Real Estate Sereno 48

The Town Crier wishes happy holidays to our 
readers, subscribers, advertisers and supporters.  

We appreciate all the support we’ve received. 
Thank you!

Here’s to a wonderful 2024!
The Town Crier Staff

List of AdvertisersO T



HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS MAGAZINE | NOVEMBER 15, 2023 | PAGE 47

Everyday is Grand Opening!

1067 N. SAN ANTONIO ROAD, LOS ALTOS · 650.948.2696 · CHEFCHU.COM

DINE IN • TAKE OUT • BANQUET FACILITIES

GLUTEN FREE ITEMS AVAILABLE

Distinctive Cuisine of China

✻



Denise & Jack Welsh
Broker Associates

DRE# 00939903 & 02099304
650-823-3180

TheWelshGroup@Sereno.com


