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in and around the dog park, of course, and drew a sizable crowd.

Pups on parade

SHELLY BOWERS/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

With an assist from their owners, dogs big and small - along with two cats and even a pair of guinea
pigs - took part in Saturday’s Dog Costume Parade at the Village at San Antonio Center in Mountain
View. Approximately 50 animals were registered for the parade. The free community event was held

San Rafael Gatekeeper
Project moves forward
to City Councill

By Ava Acharya

TowN CRIER STAFF WRITER

Mountain View’s Environ-
mental Planning Commission
(EPC) last week approved
the Rowhouse Gatekeeper
Project, moving to allow resi-
dential construction on the
924-940 block of San Rafael
Avenue.

Currently, this area is zoned
for general industrial use. If
approved by City Council, the
project would create 36 new
housing units. This includes
nine below market rate (BMR)
units, allowing for developers
to enact density bonus laws.

At the Oct. 21 EPC meet-
ing, commissioners voted in
the project’s favor. They called
attention to several aspects

that they found overall ben-
eficial to the city of Mountain
View.

“I would say, it’s pretty
hard not to like this because
we’re going to be redevelop-
ing underutilized industrial
space,” said commission mem-
ber Hank Dempsey. “That’s a
pretty good plot of land to put
housing on, especially dense
housing.”

Other commission mem-
bers showed appreciation for
the variety of housing options
offered through the project,
calling attention to the space
potentially afforded to fami-
lies.

“I like the BMR units and
I like that there are different

SEE SAN RAFAEL, PAGE 6

Los Altos Hills decides to return
De Anza expedition plaque,
with some key changes

By Ava Acharya

TowN CRIER STAFF WRITER

The town of Los Altos Hills
has decided to reinstate its
plaque commemorating the De
Anza Expedition through early
California.

However, the new plaque
will commemorate the 1976 ex-
pedition recreation instead of

the historic expedition which
took place in 1776, given that
the historic expedition did not
pass through the town.

Los Altos Hills City Council
made the decision at its Oct. 15
meeting, with the Los Altos
Hills History Committee dis-
cussing specifics at its Oct. 20

SEE PLAQUE, PAGE 7
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Individuals Individuals
Sam Liccardo Sandor Barna Jamie Lucia
Josh Becker Joe Beninato Megan Marwede Brdrbara Loebner
Marc Berman Jonas Bordo Susan Mensinger C1ndy Andrews
Margaret Abe-Koga Alex Bujan Debby Meredith
Neysa Fligor Claudia Coleman Connie Miller Lorretta Fennell
Jessica Speiser Kim Cranston Toni Moos Cathy Lu
Pete Dailey Jolee Crosson Liz Nyberg
Larry Lang Karl Danz Jarod Partlo Ron Packard

Sally Meadows
Jonathan Weinberg

Joost de Schutter
Jennifer Denebeim

Anne Paulson
Sara Payne

Lou Becker

Bryan Johnson Tamara Fagin Lindsey Pollack Mel Kahn
Stella Kam Stuart Fagin Vaughan Pratt Dan Haley
Vaishali “Shali” Sirkay Loree Farrar Carol Pugh
Brandon Stroy Jim Fenton Vicki Reeder
Art Carmichael Shannon Geary Daphne Ross
Curtis Cole Holly Gerhard Tara Roussel
Courtenay Corrigan Marci Gerston Sue Russell
Lori Cunningham Maureen Griffin Amy Sabik
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Marie Young
Organizations Organizations
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Santa Clara County Democratic Party

Los Altos Village Association

Los Altos & Los Altos Hills Chamber of Commerce
Los Altos Property Owners Downtown

League of Women Voters of Los Altos-Mountain View Area
Los Altos Women'’s Caucus

MidPen Housing

Los Altos Affordable Housing Alliance

Greenbelt Alliance

Center for Age Friendly Excellence (CAFE)

ACLU NorCal

Silicon Valley Association of REALTORS
SV@Home Action Fund

Los Altos Stage Company

Friends of Los Altos
Draeger’s Market
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Sidewalk Talk

What's your Halloween

Interviews and photos by Max Asmar, Town Crier Editorial Intern
This week, we met up with folks at the Downtown Los Altos Farmers’ Market to ask:

What’s your Halloween costume this year?

costume this year?

“It’s going to be a trio costume with my friends: Alvin and
the Chipmunks. Me and my friends were looking at cos-
tumes that we could do together and this one piqued our
interests and it’s fun.”

— Ahaan Basu, Los ALTos

“I'm going to be Katniss Everdeen from “The Hunger Games.”
I love the series. There is a new (movie) coming out in a
month from now. ...
going to be super good and I think it’s very current with the
times, and she is a tough character.”

It’s called “Sunrise on the Reaping.” It’s

— Dana Manor, Los ALtos

“Me and my friend are going between different options right
now, but we are probably going to do Barbie and Raquelle.
(Raquelle) is the girl (in the animated series of) “Barbie” who
is really jealous of her, where they're... like frenemies.”

— Ella Bujanover, MouNTAIN VIEW
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Los Altos Hills sees a decrease in greenhouse gas emissions

Ava Acharya

TowN CRIER STAFF WRITER

Los Altos Hills’ findings for
the year 2024 show an overall
decrease in greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions, when com-
pared to the baseline set in
2005.

Government  operations
have already met their 2030
goal, with a GHG emissions
decrease of at least 30%. How-
ever, Environmental Initia-
tives Committee secretary
Steve Schmidt noted that it
was unlikely for community
GHG emissions to meet this
same goal, showing approxi-
mately a 20% decrease from
the town’s baseline.

Schmidt presented a sum-
mary of these findings at the
committee’s Oct. 22 meeting.
Committee members dis-
cussed actions that could be
taken, based around the most
prominent GHG producers.
No definitive actions were tak-
en nor motions passed.

“Basically, this is an ac-
counting of our greenhouse
gas emissions in the town,”
Schmidt said. “You can’t man-
age something until you mea-
sure it.”

—

AvA ACHARYA/TowN CRIER

The rising popularity of electric vehicles, as well as increased accessibility of charging stations, are part of
why Los Altos Hills is seeing lower automobile GHG emissions.

Schmidt’s presentation,
compiled by Schmidt along-
side committee chair Anand
Ranganathan and commit-
tee vice chair Mike Salameh,
identified police fleet automo-
bile use and employee com-
mute GHG producers within

town government operations.
Within community emis-
sions, the largest producers are
residential heating, auto travel
and air travel. Specifically, the
presentation pointed to resi-
dential leaks, which were in-
cluded in residential heating

data, as an area with great po-
tential for improvements.

“Leakage is a huge problem
because it’s methane, which
is 90 times as potent as CO2,”
Schmidt said.

SEE GREENHOUSE, PAGE 5

COURTESY OF THE MOUNTAIN VIEW FIRE DEPARTMENT
Damaged caused by a Mountain View fire on Oct. 21.

| October 28, 2026

Mountain View Fire
Department responds
to call on Oct. 21

TowN CRIER STAFF REPORT

Mountain View firefight-
ers responded to a call report-
ing smoke from a commercial
building on the 1900 block of
West El Camino Real on Oct.
21. Emergency responders re-
ceived the call at 9:06 p.m. and
arrived on the scene at 9:11
p.m.

The fire was extinguished
with no reported injuries. Al-
though the cause of the fire has
not been determined, it origi-
nated on the building’s front
exterior wall, where an elec-
tric sign had been removed
earlier that day.

Damage to the building is
estimated to be $30,000.

Read TC, both print and online

Did you know that some features on losaltosonline.com do
not appear in the print edition and some items in print do
not appear online? That’s why you need to read both. Don’t
miss out on all the news about your community.



News

Los Altos City Council
candidates’ forum

Town Crier Staff Report
This is the sixth in a series of questions we put to the candidates running for Los Al-
tos City Council. This week’s question: Houses in Los Altos cost $4 million and up.
What strategies do you think we should adopt to provide some lower cost options to
new residents?

“Too many families are priced out of Los Altos. Town-
homes, the “missing middle” between luxury homes and
low-income housing, offer young families and down-
sizing seniors a realistic path to ownership. Sherwood
Triangle shows promise, and the new state law AB 1751
speeds approval. I'll champion such practical homes.”

— Larry Lang, CANDIDATE FOR DISTRICT 4

“We need to expand housing choices beyond single-
family homes and implement new state housing legisla-
tion that creates opportunities, modernizes standards,
and removes financing barriers. I support streamlining
permitting and proactively partnering with develop-
ers to create attainable housing for teachers, essential
workers, young families, and seniors while preserving
our neighborhood character.”

— Anky van Deursen, CANDIDATE FOR DISTRICT 2

“Los Altos should extend deed restrictions on below-
market-rate (BMR) units for the building’s entire life,
ensuring lasting affordability and preventing displace-
ment. The city should increase required BMR per-
centages while encouraging smaller homes, accessory
dwelling units, and well-placed multifamily housing
that preserve neighborhood character and welcome

. . . . »
diverse residents in our community.

- Lynette Lee Eng,, CANDIDATE FOR DISTRICT 2

GREENHOUSE

FroM PAGE 4

Committee members
discussed ways to encour-
age residents to ensure their
heating systems are leak free,
or incentivize residents to
switch to more eco-friendly
heating solutions.

Schmidt noted that, typi-
cally, air travel is not included
in city-wide GHG emission re-
ports. However, personal air
travel posed too large an emis-
sion source to ignore.

“We decided to include it
largely because it is one of the

largest components in many
of our households, and it’s
the residents that have con-
trol over that,” Schmidt said.
“It’s us as residents that get to
determine how often we fly
planes for personal use.”

Schmidt pointed to air
travel as an area for potential
improvement, but said that
the numbers presented are ap-
proximations as personal air
travel emissions can be dif-
ficult to measure on a town-
wide scale.

While automobile travel is
still a main GHG emissions
producer in either category,

Schmidt noted an overall de-
crease in auto emissions when
compared to the 2005 base.

The committee credits this,
in part, to the growing popu-
larity of eclectic vehicles, as
well as the growing accessibil-
ity of electric vehicle charging
stations.

Moving forward, the Los
Altos Hills Environmental
Initiatives Committee in-
tends to maintain its part-
nership with Silicon Valley
Clean Energy (SVCE) and
continue community out-
reach and educational efforts
surrounding sustainability.

Y

LIVE PIANO MUSIC

Featuring Nancy Lane
November 13" +27™

ITALIAN NIGHTS
Featuring Benito Rossetti
and his accordion
November 9™ + 23

TERESITA FRANK
Join us on Halloween Night, October 3lst,
for a special piano performance featuring the return of Teresita!
Don’t forget to wear your scariest costume!
Get ready for a spooktacular night of music and Halloween fun!
November 14™ Again

Full-service bar, indoor & outdoor dining, private events

LUNCH DINNER
MON - FRI 11:30AM - 2:30PM MON - FRI 5PM - 9PM
SAT & SUN 12PM - 4PM SAT & SUN 4PM - 9PM

CAFEVITALE.COM
650-559-1500 | 987 FREMONT AVE, LOS ALTOS

Physical Therapy in Los Altos, CA

GETTING TO THE ROOT CAUSE FOR BETTER OUTCOMES

Chronic Pain | Pelvic Health | Women’s Health
Regenerative Shockwave Therapy | Therapeutic Pilates

Introducing
Regenerative
Shockwave
Therapy

Tried Everything Else?

If chronic pain or dysfunction is
keeping you from living the life you
want, now is the time to act.

Most patients feel real relief in
just a few sessions, with no
downtime, medications, or
Ksurgery needed!

Call to Learn More: (650) 584-0076

650-584-0076 | physiofitpt.com
1000 Fremont Ave., Suite 108 Los Altos
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AvVA ACHARA/TOW CRIER
Currently, this site is zoned for industrial use, but if approved by City Council, the site could host several

multi-family housing units.
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Trick or Treating at Participating Stores from Noon

Halloween Fun and Crafts
2-4pm in Veterans Community Plaza

A free celebration complete with
bewitching fun for everyone.

| ‘3# www.downtownlosaltos.org

ALTDS = 650.949.5282

X = — Sponsored by —— %
Y og Altos Town Crier Cranberry Scoop

Become a member of the Los Altos Village Association!
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SAN RAFAEL

FroM PAGE 1

sizes, including three and four
bedroom units,” said commis-
sion member Tina Pham.

The project

approved, and pointed to out-
reach and coordination with

the surrounding community.
“Youre making a good faith
effort to engage the commu-
nity, and I appreciate that,”
said commission

was planned and
applied for by

‘You're making a

vice chair Paul
Donahue.

Prometheus Real . In addition
Estate.  Repre- gOOd faith effort to this, city staff
sentatives from O engage the noted the proj-
the real estate . ect’s draft initial
group noted community, and study/mitigated
building design [ appreciate that. negative declara-
choices that in- Paul Donahue tion (IS/MND)

tended to align

report found that

with a proposed
city park across the street, as
well as an emphasis on native
biodiversity in outdoor com-
mon spaces.

Representatives also said
that similar projects have been
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Stanford Shopping Center + 350 Main St., Los Altos

the project would
have no significant negative
environmental impact.

This project will be present-
ed to the City Council in No-
vember. Official building per-
mits have yet to be acquired.

Opera Collection




News

COURTESY OF THE LOS ALTOS HISTORY MUSEUM

The original De Anza Expedition plaque, currently on display at the Los
Altos History Museum. The plaque was previously on display in Edith
Park, but it was removed due to misleading language.

PLAQUE

FroM PAGE 1

meeting.

The De Anza Expedition
signifies a key period in the col-
onization of early California.
Led by Juan Bautista de Anza,
Spanish colonials and mission-
aries established the first route
over land between Mexico and
California.

This journey resulted in the
expansion of Spanish-colonial
power in the region, as well
as the founding of several Bay
Area missions.

In celebration of 200 years
since the creation of the United
States and since the original
expedition’s conclusion, a com-
memorative drive recreated the
journey in 1976.

This drive passed through
the town of Los Altos Hills,
after which the town commis-
sioned a plaque in commemo-
ration, to be displayed in Edith
Park.

The plaque was later re-
moved due to misleading lan-
guage surrounding the original
expedition’s path. Currently,

the plaque is on display at the
Los Altos History Museum as
part of the exhibit “The Spirit
of ’76: Reflecting on America’s
250th.”

The new plaque will include
a clearer and more accurate in-
scription.

‘We’re not putting
up a statute to honor
De Anza here. We're
just saying that there
was a reenactment

of his passage here.
Paul Donahue

While the resolution to re-
place the plaque passed, Coun-
cilmember Stanley Mok noted
the harm done to Indigenous
peoples in California as a result
of Spanish colonialism. Mok
voiced concerns that a com-
memorative plaque would cel-
ebrate this brutality and glorify
a time period of great suffering.

“I really don’t believe that
it should be put up, and the
reason why is because of what
happened when the explorers
came to California and ended
up enslaving the indigenous
peoples and ended up indoctri-
nating them,” Mok said.

However other council
members, including Mayor Ra-
jiv Bhateja, argued for the expe-
dition’s historical importance
in terms of education, noting
that education surrounding
certain topics does not neces-
sarily equate to celebration.

“We’re not putting up a stat-
ute to honor De Anza here.
We're just saying that there was
a reenactment of his passage
here,” said Councilmember
George Tyson.

While specifics and timing
of the plaque’s return still need
to be coordinated, the new De
Anza expedition recreation
plaque will be on display in
Edith Park. Additionally, the
history committee discussed
possibly planning a public un-
veiling, but as of yet there are
no concrete plans for such an
event.

LWV ANALYSIS

LEACSF;UE
WOMEN VOTERS’

OF LOS ALTOS
MOUNTAIN VIEW AREA

bypass all local control.”

e “This measure is very costly for the

Los Altos Business Organizations

“If this housing is not built, we Oppose Measure D:

risk the Housing Element being
decertified allowing high-density °
Builder’s Remedy projects that

“Measure D is bad for Downtown Business”

e “Would cap the foot traffic growth

VILLAGE @i

Downtown Los Altos has seen and

City of Los Altos and will take financial
resources away from the services we count on.”

e “Measure D requires Los Altos taxpayers to foot the
bill to defend the initiative including lengthy appeals
in court no matter the merits of the case.”

OUR RECOMMENDATION:
VOTE NO ON MEASURE D

continues to count on.”

SSOCIATION « :
...I\/!eaSL_lre D also exposes the city to
[ cownTown | millions in legal fees..”

e “Bottom line: Measure D risks

less parking, less foot traffic,
and a tougher environment for
attracting new businesses
downtown.”

Paid for by Los Altos Community Voices FPPC# 1408277

LOS ALTOS
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Peek into the Past

COURTESY OF MARGIE ALVING/L0s ALTOS HISTORY MUSEUM

Costumed Grant School students attend a Halloween Parade in 1971. The school, part of the Cupertino
School District, closed in 1979. That site is now home to Grant Park in south Los Altos.

4\\ TRAVEKA

GUIDING YOUR WEALTH )

EVERY STEP OF THE WAY /"’J

At Traveka Wealth, we help those whose lives have been f/
shaped by the technology sector to traverse the financial j
complexities of their wealth. As independent financial j
advisors, we work in your best interests to help guide you f
towards the financial goals of you and your family. From tax |'

to equity compensation, financial planning and more, we

take a pragmatic, analytical approach to serve as atrusted

navigator through these times of great fortune.

Schedule an introductory meeting
today at
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Letter to the Editor

In defense of Roja

I am writing to express
my vehement disagreement
with Maria Crowder’s re-
cent food review of Roja (“A
beautiful setting, but service
missed the mark,” Oct. 12).
As a local resident who dines
at Roja roughly four times a
month since its opening, I
have found the restaurant to
be nothing short of impec-
cable in every way.

While Ms. Crowder’s sin-
gle-night experience with a
party of five apparently suf-
fered from pacing issues, it
does a massive disservice
to a stellar local business to
paint their entire operation
with such a negative brush.
In my dozens of visits — rang-
ing from busy Friday night
dates to mid-week dinners -
the service, especially James’
welcoming and gracious na-
ture has been flawless, the

staff kind, and the execution
of the kitchen utterly consis-
tent.

Roja has breathed incred-
ible life into the old ASA
space. From their master-
fully prepared filet mignon
to their gorgeous Mcfarland
Springs Rainbow  Trout,
tasty sustainable fish specials
and wonderful seasonal sal-
ads and fantastic handcraft-
ed cocktails and table-side
wine service, it represents
true fine dining right here
in downtown Los Altos. Ms.
Crowder’s review missed the
mark far more than the res-
taurant did.

I encourage our com-
munity to ignore the unfair
critique and experience this
neighborhood culinary gem
firsthand.

Angela McConnell
Los Altos




community

Local YMSL chapte

SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

The Los Altos-based Young
Men’s Service League (YMSL)
Rancho Chapter recently part-
nered with nonprofit Sleep in
Heavenly Peace (SHP) for its
biennial Ultimate Gift project.

The Sept. 19 event brought
together 93 volunteers, includ-
ing high school students and
their mothers, to build 78 beds
for children in need, accord-
ing to organizers. Together,
participants contributed 308
service hours toward provid-
ing children with a safe and
comfortable place to sleep.

Sleep in Heavenly Peace
is a national nonprofit dedi-
cated to ensuring that no child
sleeps on the floor. The orga-
nization builds and delivers
handmade beds to children
ages 3-17 who otherwise sleep
on floors, couches or other
makeshift arrangements. Each
bed comes complete with

Ry

a mattress, pillow and bed-
ding. The bed-building event
was organized as an assembly
line across approximately 20
workstations, with volunteers
working in sync to cut lumber

to size, drive screws into the
bed frames and brand each
finished frame with a hot iron.
Some students assembled the
front and back sections of the
frames, gaining hands-on ex-

perience using power tools.
SHP nprioritized safety by
providing personal protective
equipment, including goggles,
masks and gloves.

SHP supplied the lumber,

r builds beds for children in need

5.?1-&.,-.
COURTESY OF TAMI DICKINS

The Young Men's Service League Rancho Chapter recently partnered with Sleep in Heavenly Peace to build 78 beds for children in need.

b 'Y

tools, workspace and expe-
rienced volunteers, while
YMSL members provided the
manpower needed to bring

SEE YMSL, PAGE 10

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Re-Elect

VAISHALI “SHALI” SIRKAY

Board President « Los Altos School District

ENDORSED BY

“Shaliis the glue that binds diverse groups with strong opinions together,

and helps them work towards common ground and constructive solutions.”

-Sally Meadows
Mayor, City of Los Altos

For a complete list of endrorsements, please scan the QR code.

SHALISIRKAY.COM

Anna Eshoo, Former Congresswoman
Marc Berman, Assemblymember AD 23
Evan Low, Former Assemblymember AD 26
Dr. Darshana Patel, Assemblymember AD 76 & Chair, Assembly Education Committee

Margaret Abe-Koga, Santa Clara County Supervisor, District 5
Neysa Fligor, Santa Clara County Assessor
Jessica Speiser, Vice President, Santa Clara County Board of Education
John Zoglin, Chair, El Camino Healthcare District Board of Directors

TITLES ARE FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY.

Ad Paid for by Sirkay for LASD - FPPC# 1411550
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Los Altos Kiwanis member

installed as Lt. Gov. for Division 34

By Katherine Manassero

TowN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

The Kiwanis Club of Los
Altos is celebrating one of
its own this fall as longtime
member JW. Smith has been
installed as the 2026-2027

Brian Dahlquist. Club mem-
bers, family and Kiwanians
from throughout the division
gathered to mark the occa-
sion.

In his new role, Smith will
serve as the key link between
the district and the clubs

volunteer leadership position,
running Oct. 1 of this year
through Sept. 30 of next year.

“My main goals echo those
of our governor: more service,
more leadership, more mem-
bership and more fun,” Smith
said. “I want to support and

‘My main goals echo those of our governor: more service,
more leadership, more membership and more fun.

J.W. Smith

Lieutenant Governor for Di-
vision 34 of Kiwanis Interna-
tional’s  California-Nevada-
Hawaii District.

Smith was formally sworn
Sept. 26 at an installation cer-
emony in Rinconada Park,
presided over by District Gov.

within Division 34, visiting
each club, supporting its lead-
ers, encouraging member-
ship growth and helping clubs
carry out Kiwanis’ mission
of improving the world one
child and one community at
a time. The role is a one-year

help our clubs, particularly
with new Key Clubs that have
formed over the past several
months.

Smith brings many years
of Kiwanis experience to the
position, including service as
club president, ROV coordi-

nator, Pet Parade coordinator,
Tree Lot lead and Compas-
sion Week project co-chief.

“We’re proud to see one of
our members step into this
leadership role, and we know
JW. will serve the division
with the same dedication our
club has seen for years,” said
Art Carmichael, longtime
member of the Kiwanis Club
of Los Altos.

The local club meets every
Tuesday at the Neutra House
and supports local youth and
community programs, includ-
ing Circle K and Key Clubs in
area schools.

Formore information on the
club or to attend a meeting as
a guest, see see losaltoskiwanis.
org or email Patricia Parfett at

pparfett@gmail.com.

YMSL

FROM PAGE 9

the project to life. After hours
of teamwork, volunteers en-
joyed a lunch catered by a lo-
cal taco truck.

“Being part of the Ultimate
Gift event was a meaningful ex-
perience,” said Joshua Leung, a
Class of 2028 member of the
YMSL Rancho Chapter. “It
was rewarding to know that
just a few hours of teamwork
and hands-on work with power
tools could help provide dozens
of children with a warm, safe
bed of their own.”

The 78 beds built during the
event are expected to help 78
Bay Area children enjoy the
comfort and security of having
a bed of their own. Accord-
ing to SHP, the need for beds
remains constant throughout
the year.

For more information on
SHP, see shpbeds.org. For more
information on YMSL, see
ymsl.org.

Paid Political

Endorsement Letters

Indu Kadambi

Itisapleasure tosee the out-
standing caliber of candidate
INDU KADAMBI running for
LAH council leadership and
protection of the Los Altos
Hills community. She focuses
on the safety and protection of
our community based on her
excellent experience as a Fire
Commissioner. Our key prior-
ity is to provide fire protection.

Personally, I served for 16
years on the Los Altos Hills
Fire commission and fully
understand the commit-
ment and amount of effort
required to fulfill the role
and responsibilities.

Public safety and financial
management are strategically
important. Additionally, the
Santa Clara County Sheriff’s
Department must be carefully
managed and listened to close-
ly as to what the residents need
and want for protection.

The best combination is to
have both a Fire Commission-
er and a Planner on the City
Council.

Both the late Jitze Coupe-
rus and I supported INDU
KADAMBI, since both of us
served on the Fire Commission.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Dorothy Duffy Price
RESIDENT 58 YEARS
Los ALtos HiLLs

Lynette Lee Eng

I am very happy to see Ly-
nette Lee Eng running for City
Council again. Duringher previ-
ousservice asa Councilmember,
Lynette was always accessible
and responsive to residents. She
listened to their different per-
spectives and concerns, helped
address neighborhood issues,
asked questions for deeper un-
derstanding, and then worked
toward practical solutions.

What I especially admire
about Lynette is how whole-
heartedly she embraces com-
munity and makes a genuine
effort to bring people together.
She understands that a strong
community is built on rela-

tionships, mutual respect, and
a shared commitment to the
place we call home. She reach-
es out to people and encourag-
es residents to work together
rather than apart. To Lynette,
community is not just about
attending meetings or solving
problems; it is about helping
people feel connected, valued,
and included.

Her dedication to bringing
people togetherand strengthen-
ing the bonds among neighbors
isone of the qualities that makes
her such a valuable public ser-
vant. She recognizes that when
people feel heard and work to-
gether, our entire community
benefits.

I am confident Lynette will
serve District2and allof Los Al-
tos exceptionally well. Her expe-
rience, compassion, and genu-
ine commitment to community
make heran excellent choice for
City Council. I wholeheartedly
support her candidacy.

Cyndel Podich and
Dave Fladlien
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View The Spirit of ‘76: Reflecting
on America’s 250th, an interactive
exhibition commemorating the
country’s semiquincentennial. On
display through Nov 8, 2026

Submit artwork as an individual or as
a team to be included in an upcoming
exhibit entitled Preserving Hope:
Artful Meditations on California’s
Public Lands. Submission

deadline: Jan 3, 2027. Learn more at
losaltoshistory.org/PreservingHope

Explore the experience of homelessness
through the heartfelt narratives of 32
individuals in The Road I Call Home,
accompanied by photographic portraits
from the lens of multi-award winning
photographer Randy Bacon. On display
Nov 19, 2026 - Jan 24, 2027.

Become a Museum member and
enjoy free or reduced admission to
our programs and events, including
educational lectures, block parties,
and Train Day. Visit losaltoshistory.
org/join

FREE ADMISSION TO EXHIBITS!

Los Altos History Museum * 51 So. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos
650-948-9427 - losaltoshistory.org
OPEN THURS-SUN, NOON - 4PM
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LAHS
Performing
Arts Fall
Festival set
for Oct. 31

TowN CRIER REPORT

Los Altos High School’s
Performing Arts department
hosts its annual Fall Festival
12:30-4 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 31,
in the LAHS quad.

The free event is open to the
community.

The festival showcases the
school’s orchestra, choir, band,
dance and theater programs.
There will be food and face
painting as well. The afternoon
concludes with the LAHS
marching band performing its
2026 show, “Metamorphosis,”
on the football field at approxi-
mately 3:15 p.m.

Your Community. Your Neighbor. Your News.
Become a paid subscriber!
(650) 948-9000 | losaltosonline.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

LOS ALTOS HIGH SCHI}UL
——— PERFORMING ARTS ——

L FEI

ORCHESTRA + CHOIR - BAND
DANCE =+ THEATRE
FOOD « FUN « CANDY = FACE FAIHTIHE

¢ SATURDAY, ocosm 31
12:30 - *{4 :00 PM

In the LAHS Quad
Events conchule with the marching band’s
) 2026 ehow Metamarphosis
; o the LAKS Geld arcund 3:15 PM

A\

%) STARLIGHT
(&

CAREGIVERS

Los Altos-Based Home Care Agency

Enhancing the quality of life for seniors
and peace of mind for their families.

See how we make a difference-
CONTACT US TODAY!

(650) 600-8108 www. starllghtcareglvers com

| - PRESENT THIS AD FOR:

SUNNYVALE MARKET
~ Family owned since 1976 ~ |

when purchase
:
$50 or more. :

1356 S. Mary Avenue, SUNNYVALE

= DOORDASH p Instacort

(408) 212 492

edwardjones.com

You can't predict the
future, so plan for it.

Suite 1B

Cynthia A Wemyss, CFP®, ChFC®
Financial Advisor Forbes

339 S San Antonio Road

Los Altos, CA 94021
650-948-4886
cynthia.wemyss@edwardjones.com

BEST-IN-STATE
WEALTH

QP‘JISURS

2024-2026 Forbes|SHOOK® Best-in-State Wealth Advisors in Northern, CA published st trimester each year, research by
SHOOK® Research LLC, data as of June of prior year. Compensation provided for using, not obtaining the rating. The rating is
not based on quality of investment advice, investment performance or client feedback.

NOV 11 | :rw iem

LOS ALTOS VETERANS COMMUNITY PLAZA
(CORNER OF MAIN AND STATE STREETS)

FOOD, DRINKS, SPEAKERS & LIVE MUSIC

COME JOIN US AS WE
SALUTE OUR VETERANS!

f-ﬂl’(%\ _';—__—‘ 7 .“‘ X
,‘a ﬁ Rotary i:
\E\ #nf}" wB®P,, Clubof Los Altos "

CALIFORNIA

752} Zos Altos Town Crier
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POST president Clark
talks open space at
Morning Forum

By Liz Nyberg

SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

In his Morning Forum talk
earlier this month, Gordon
Clark told the audience to go
take a hike. He meant it literal-
ly, encouraging everyone to go
hiking on the lands preserved
by the Peninsula Open Space
District (POST).

Clark has been president of
POST since last year. He re-
ceived his master’s at Yale Uni-
versity in environmental man-
agement and worked for land
trusts in Maine and Alaska.

In 2007, he joined POST as a
conservation project manager
to focus on land acquisition. He
later served as a hybrid manag-
er on bothland and fundraising
teams.

During his talk, titled “Con-
nected Landscapes: Linking
Land, Wildlife and Commu-
nities,” Clark also explained
what POST does, and how.
POST’s mission is to protect
and care for open space on the
Peninsula for the benefit of all.
In its 49 years, POST has pro-
tected 98,000 acres of open
space. POST looks to iden-

tify large properties that have
streams or ponds on them, or
are adjacent to existing parks
or preserves. It then builds re-

KATHRYN TOMAINO/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Gordon Clark, president of the Peninsula Open Space District, speaks to the Morning Forum audience about
the organization’s mission statement and latest developments.

lationships with land owners
so that when the owner wants
to sell or explore conservation
options, they know that POST

can pay the appraised value of
their land.

SEE FORUM, PAGE 13

Measure D Paid Political
Endorsement Letters

Dear Editor:

Ellen Wheeler of the LWV
says we should worry about
lawsuits if Measure D passes
because our Housing Element
would be decertified and
Builder’s Remedy triggered.
The city has already refuted
those claims.

Yet the LWV supports
these scare tactics promoted
by the measure’s opponents
- including Kim Cranston of
LACC who goes so far as to
write Nextdoor posts com-
paring Measure D to Hitler’s
“Big Lie” in Mein Kampf.

Rather than worry about
the cost of phantom lawsuits,
I worry about public money
already spent on potential
parking plaza changes.

In 2023 Council ear-
marked half a parking plaza
for a theater. Although the
Los Altos Stage Company
(LASC) promised never to
ask for public money, Council
gave them $300,000 in 2025
to hire professional fundrais-
ers because — unsurprisingly
- no major donors had come
forward to fund construction.
If built, a theater would be a

city structure requiring pub-
lic funds to staff and maintain
- while we’re still paying over
$600,000/year on a $10 mil-
lion community center loan.

The theater spawned plans
for a park and 3-story garage
taking three public plazas,
with the city committing
$2.3 million public money
to a consultant to design the
park. Then-Mayor Fligor vot-
ed against that expenditure
saying product specifics were
lacking.

Wheeler says the LWV
“supports housing for all
Californians, including for
low and middle-income fam-
ilies.” Me, too. Measure D
isn’t going to prevent housing
downtown or anywhere else
and it’s not going to take away
parking spaces.

Wheeler says the LWV
“believes in representative
government and holding
elected officials accountable.”
Me, too.

Who’s accountable for
investing in a theater when
many live venues have shut-
tered and movie screens are
going dark? Who’s account-
able for hiring a $2.3M con-

sultant to do Post-it polls on
what amenities should be in
a park when no decision has
yet been made to build one?
Who’s accountable for claim-
ing a 3-story garage will re-
place surface parking when
there’s no source of construc-
tion funds?

Andwho’s accountable for
that $10 million community
center debt fee? A 2017 sur-
vey showed residents would
be willing to spend $25 mil-
lion on a new community
center, but the mayor at the
time said we could afford $35
million or $40 million with-
out debt, so the budget was
increased.

Representative democra-
cy doesn’t seem to be work-
ing too well.

If you think you’re smart
enough to vote on public
land use, if you think you de-
serve a voice in public land
use decisions, if you can see
through the opposition’s
fearmongering ... you will
vote Yes on Direct Democ-
racy and Yes on Measure D.

Pat Marriott
Los ALTOS

PETE DAILEY

FOR VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 7

Teamwork makes

the dream work

A COALITION FOR CLEAN,
AFFORDABLE WATER

PROUDLY ENDORSED BY

CLEAN

6WATER

=
SCME.

We Make Santa Clara County Happen -

Local 101

ACTION

RECOGNIZED FOR HIS SERVICE AS MAYOR
Special Congressional Recognition
Commendation from the Santa Clara County
Board of Supervisors

www.Pete4Water.com

Paid for by Dailey for Santa Clara Valley Water District 2026
FPPC #1484610
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Once the land is purchased,
POST is already working with
a public agency to which it
will transfer the land. POST

These entities can then care for
the land as parks forever.

“You can drive for 45 miles
of highway that is on the
edge of one of the most sig-
nificant metropolitan areas in
the world and not hit a traffic

where else in our country be-
cause of our marine layer and
funky habitat of cold summers
and warm winters.”

He noted that public ac-
cess is about building regional
trails. One of POST’s bold vi-

“You are driving past public beaches and farmland that is growing
artichokes, leeks and Brussels sprouts that do not grow anywhere else
in our country because of our marine layer and funky habitat of cold
summers and warm winters.

Gordon Clark

works with and conveys land to
Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space District, National Park
Service and California Fish
and Game, along with some
redwood-preserving agencies.

light,” Clark said of land POST
has preserved. “You are driv-
ing past public beaches and
farmland that is growing ar-
tichokes, leeks and Brussels
sprouts that do not grow any-

sions is to develop a coastal trail
1,200 miles long, from Oregon
to Mexico. Another goal is to
create a bay to sea trail from
San Mateo to the coast.

POST is raising funds to

build a 2.5-mile trail from Pi-
geon Point Lighthouse - the
tallest lighthouse in coastal
America - to Ano Nuevo State
Park, home of elephant seals.
This portion would connect to
the Coastal Trail.

Wildlife connectivity is
a key area of focus, he said,
particularly in Coyote Valley,
south of San Jose. POST col-
laborated with other agencies
to prevent Cisco from build-
ing its global headquarters on
7,000 acres there 25 years ago.
Such a development would
have prevented wildlife from
moving east to west from the
Santa Cruz Mountains to the
Diablo range, and also to the
Gabilan Range.

Clark said it is important for
the predators to be able to move
about in the region, so they do
not become inbred and go ex-

tinct. This means buying and
protecting land in the wildlife
corridors — improving culverts
and structures that wildlife can
use to move under or over the
roads and freeways in the area.
He said another key area of
focus is the small farmlands
along the San Mateo coast.
POST has protected 24 farms
so far. It helps farmers get fund-
ing and access to water, and
to tap into funds for building
housing for their work forces.

To donate to POST and
for more information, see
Openspacetrust.org.

Morning Forum is a mem-
bership speakers series presented
both in person at the Los Altos
United Methodist Church and
online. For membership infor-
mation, see morningforum.org.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

‘New Leadership

with Real Local-Government Expenence

—— MY PRIORITIES FOR LOS ALTOS ——

Safe & Healthy Neighborhoods
Improve traffic and pedestrian safety,
especially safe routes to school.

Parks, Open Spaces & a Sustainable Future
Protect our parks and open spaces and invest
in resilient infrastructure for erwironmental changes.

Housing for Our Community
Expand housing opportunities for teachers,
essantial workers, seniors, and young people and families.

Assess Your Flood Risk and Flood Insurance Availability

In the City of Los Altos, stormwater runoff is conveyed naturally or through the City’s stormwater
system to Adobe, Permanente, Stevens and Hale Creeks. While the occurrence of flooding is
infrequent, knowing your flood risk, being prepared, and protecting your property well ahead of large
storm events can reduce your exposure to flood damage.

About 400 properties in Los Altos are located within a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
designated Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA). Areas within the SFHA are likely to flood during a 100-
year storm event or have a 1% annual chance of flooding. However, properties outside of an SFHA can
also experience flooding and may still be at risk during severe storm events. You can review flood maps
available at the Planning Division counter at City Hall, the Reference Desk of the Los Altos Main Public
Library or online at https://msc.fema.gov/portal.

Vibrant Local Business Centers
Suppart our local businesses while presarving
neighbarhood character.

Transparent & Responsible Leadership

Advocate for District 2 while renq‘eﬁerm the entire

Los Altos community, with transparency, fiscal responsibility,
and accountable decision-making.

PROUDLY ENDORSED BY

Federal law requires flood insurance for federally backed loans used to purchase, build, or improve
structures within a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA). Additionally, flood insurance is available to

LOS ALTOS all property owners, businesses, and renters regardless of whether the property is within a SFHA or
i R e WOMEN'S SILICONM VALLEY whether the property is backed by a federally secured loan. Flood insurance may be purchased through
DEMOCRATIC PARTY st S,, SEAEACEOR: the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The City of Los Altos participates in the Community
+250BayArea ¥ ch D AWN Eld'nned Rating System and be.cause of the City’s accredited activities, property owners receive reductions on
4CTION -3 ﬂ"fu'lﬂﬂd flood insurance premiums.

[ s e Pt s U M

Information about flood insurance can be obtained from private insurance agents, or by contacting the

And many community I'eaders mcfr.rd'rng

Anna Eshoo, Former Congrasavoman
Patrick Ahrens, Assemmblymember
Margaret Abe-Koga, Santa Clara
Co.rlgty Supenvisor

Heysa Fligor, Santa Clara County Assessol
Sally Meadows, Los Altos Mxyor

Larry Lang, Los Altas Vice Mayor

Emily Ann Ramos. Mountain Vemw Mayor
Mary Prochnow, Former Los Adtos bayor
Curtis Cole, Forrmer Los Allos M.'r'.v.:'
Julia Miller, Board Member,

L

- % B oA W @

Thida Cornes, Président, Mouniain
View/Los Altos High School Distnct

=  Rosa Kim, Trustee, Fremont Uinion
High 5chool District

s Laurs Casas, Trustes, Foothdll-Dee Aroa
Community College District

= Carol Pugh, District 2 parent and
amall business owner

= Cathy Lazarus, District 2 resident and
former President, l.eugue of Woenen Vobers
Lers Al lce-PounLain Ve

»  Cindy Tinn, District 2 parent and LAMY
Community Foundation Board Membar

= Dwaven Batra, District 2 resident and

National Flood Insurance Program customer service line at 1-800-427-4661 or www.floodsmart.gov.

Development within a SFHA requires compliance with certain building performance standards of the
NFIP, including the standards in Chapter 12.60 Floodplain Management of the Municipal Code and
applicable building codes. An Elevation Certificate is a document prepared by a licensed surveyor

or engineer that identifies a structure’s elevation relative to the Base Flood Elevation (BFE). It is used
to verify compliance with floodplain regulations and to help determine flood insurance premiums.
Property owners may obtain available copies of Elevation Certificates of recently constructed buildings
in the SFHA from the City by submitting a Public Records Act request, or work with a licensed land

SR SOn LN PR Mouritaen View High School senear

— i And many more...
- "l Fow el e pad e oy

surveyor or civil engineer to prepare a new Elevation Certificate.

o=

“ F )
. Los Altos floodplain management and storm drain maintenance contact information:

Van a‘rsm " i, « Floodplain Management webpage:
LOS ALTOS CITY COUNCIL A ¥ v " : o https://www.losaltosca.gov/422/Floodplain-Management-Information
R R ; or call the Planning Division at 650-947-2750

New Leadership.
eadmg by Listening. &

General information about flood preparedness and protection resources, signing up for emergency alerts and
specific storm events can be done through the Valley Water website at https://www.valleywater.org/floodready

o Storm drain maintenance & flooding, Street Maintenance 650-947-2785 or 650-947-2770 (after hours)

« Flood emergencies, Police and Fire Departments, during emergencies, dial 911
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Pre-Halloween
happenings in &
around town

S.M. LIEU/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Top Left, top right, bottom right: Mountain View’s annual Monster
Mash took place Saturday at Rengstorff Park. Costumes were
encouraged at the family friendly event, which featured activities for
kids, live performances and treats.

SHELLY BOWERS/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER
Middle Left: Local wine enthusiasts, some of them in costume,
attended Friday night's Downtown Los Altos Witches & Warlocks
Wine Stroll. The Los Altos Village Association event combined
Halloween spirit with wine tasting. There was live music as well, with
Los Altos band Fully Funded dressed for the occasion.

Bottom Left: Los Altos Hills resident Melissa French’s Witches Night
Out brought together nearly 40 local women dressed as witches
Thursday night in downtown Los Altos. They made stops at Amandine,
Haru and Rustic House for cocktails, food and Halloween fun.

Read TC, both print and online

Did you know that some features on losaltosonline.com
do not appear in the print edition and some items in print
do not appear online? That’s why you need to read both.
Don’t miss out on all the news about your community.

Mmﬂﬁn\

oiw Biidges Community Chusichy and,
Loy Alfos, Chislian School fot

FALL FAMILY FUN

fRIDAY, OCTOBER 3¢

BRIDGES & LACS CAMPUS
625 Magdalena Ave: Loy Alfoy 94024

PETTING Z0O, CUPCAKE WALK, AND MORE!

FREE - ALL AGES - COSTUMES WELCOME
FOR MORE INFO: BRIDGES.CHURCH/FFF

ohCHE,

VAT

LOS ALTOS
NN

Socratt

The Los Altos Teachers Association
proudly endorses

DAVID POLL

for Los Altos School Board

Better schools begin with listening. David listens to
teachers, families, and neighbors, and he follows the
data. He'll keep every decision and every dollar
focused on student success.

First on your ballot

Vote for David by Tuesday, Nov. 3 davidpollforlasd.com

Ad paid for by Los Altos Teachers Association Political Action Committee, FPPC ID# 1239854
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The Los Altos Town Crier, Santa Clara County
Democratic Party, local elected, education,
parent, and community leaders ¢ gree.

_

————— for S
— LLASD Board of Trustees —

SIRKAY | JOHNSON| STROY

They are the only candidates with

@ Prior and current district wide experience
@® Proven record of balanced decision-making on complex educational issues

Bryan ‘ Brandon

Shared Endorsements Include:

Los Altos Town Crier Alison Biggs, Parent Leader
Santa Clara County Democratic Party Ali Granbery, Parent Leader
Jessica Speiser, Vice President, Santa Clara County Danielle James, Parent Leader
Board of Education and prior Los Altos School District Trustee Marlo Kohn, Parent Leader
Sally Meadows, Mayor, City of Los Altos Brooke Lopez, Parent Leader

Pete Dailey, Councilmember, City of Los Altos
Curtis Cole, former Mayor, City of Los Altos.
Stella Kam, Los Altos School District Trustee
Jim Malone, Los Altos School District Trustee

Kelly Sanders and Jack Lo, Parent Leaders
Kathy Lyon, Parent Leader

Herb Marshall, Parent Leader

Jenny Peck, Parent Leader

Tamara Logan, former Los Altos School District Trustee Marvin Pena, Parent Leader
Sangeeth Peruri, former Los Altos School District Trustee Jess Shambora, Parent Leader
Steve Taglio, former Los Altos School District Trustee Peipei Yu, Parent Leader

Tamara Fagin, Community Leader
Sam and Janet Harding, Community Leaders

Cindy Zinn, Parent Leader

Paid for by Brandon Stroy for Los Altos School Board FPPC#1495201
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Foothill-De Anza Area 4
candidates weigh
funding, housing

By Julia Baum

TowN CRIER STAFF WRITER

Two candidates for the Foot-
hill-De Anza Community Col-
lege District Board of Educa-
tion outlined their priorities for
district spending and student
housing during an Oct. 2 forum
ahead of the Nov. 3 election.

Liang Chao and Bill Wilson,
who are competing for the open
Trustee Area 4 seat, addressed
the district’s transition to a
community-supported funding
model, its $898 million Measure
G bond and ways to better con-
nect the colleges with students
and local communities during
the virtual forum hosted by the
League of Women Voters of Cu-
pertino-Sunnyvale.

Under the new funding
model, local property tax rev-
enue exceeds the amount the
district would otherwise receive
through the state’s enrollment-
based funding formula. As a
result, enrolling additional
California students no longer
brings the district additional
state funding, making decisions
about how to allocate existing
resources more consequential.

Chao argued that the district
should focus on improving edu-

cational opportunities rather
than trying to increase enroll-
ment. She compared Foothill-
De Anza with West Valley-
Mission Community College
District, saying both have simi-
lar budgets, but Foothill-De
Anza serves roughly twice as
many full-time-equivalent stu-
dents.

“We should look at what kind
of better services we could pro-
vide with the funding we have,”
Chao said.

Wilson stressed cost control
and coordination with neigh-
boring districts. He suggested
coordinating with neighbor-
ing districts so they could serve
some of the students who cur-
rently attend Foothill-De Anza.

Chao and Wilson offered dif-
ferent approaches to overseeing
Measure G, the district’s $898
million bond for facilities and
other capital projects.

Wilson said trustees should
set priorities, approve contracts
and monitor whether projects
stay on budget and schedule.
He also mentioned the role of a
citizens advisory committee in
oversight. He highlighted solar
panels installed during his time
on the Fremont Union High
School District board as an ex-

WILLIAM “BILL" WILSON
FOOTHILLDE ANZA TRUSTEE CANDRDATE

-

LIANGFANG "LIANG"” CHAO
FOOTHILL-DE AMZA TRUSTEE CANDIDATE

SCREENSHOT FROM OCT. 2 FHDA ForuM

Foothill-De Anza Community College District Area 4 candidates Bill Wilson and Liang Chao sit side by side
during an Oct. 2 forum hosted by the League of Women Voters of Cupertino-Sunnyvale.

ample of an investment that re-
duced operating costs.

Chao urged the district to
seek outside funding rather than
rely entirely on bond proceeds.
She noted San Mateo County
Community College District’s
success in securing state funding
for student housing, contrasting
it with Foothill-De Anza’s pur-
chase of a building using college
funds after, she said, the district
missed a funding opportunity.

The candidates also took
different approaches to the
district’s role in addressing
housing needs.

Chao said community col-
leges should focus primarily on
education but help address bar-
riers facing students and em-
ployees. She supported part-
nerships to provide housing

and suggested exploring home-
sharing programs connecting
students with seniors.

Wilson said housing insecu-
rity can directly affect academic
success, recalling a student he
taught who was living in her car.

“That is not okay,” he said.

He supported expanding
student and faculty housing
and working with local govern-
ments to address the region’s
housing shortage.

On other student services,
Wilson emphasized food secu-
rity and mental health counsel-
ing, while Chao advocated for
more flexible course schedules
for working students, better
access to board meetings and
practical resources such as
campus cooking facilities and
medical services.

Both candidates favored
stronger ties between the col-
leges, local employers and
communities, and agreed that
trustees should set policy and
oversee district leadership
rather than manage day-to-
day operations.

Chao, Cupertino’s vice
mayor and technology profes-
sional, cited her local govern-
ment experience and perspec-
tive as a current Foothill-De
Anza student. Wilson pointed
to 16 years on the Fremont
Union High School District
board and his experience
teaching mathematics at De
Anza College.

The two-year Area 4 seat is
held by Pearl Cheng, who was
appointed to the board and is
not seeking election.

MVWSD candidates discuss budget, student achievement

By Julia Baum

TowN CRIER STAFF WRITER

With the Mountain View-
Whisman School District facing
a projected $8 million budget
shortfall, four candidates for its
Board of Trustees discussed dis-
trict spending, student achieve-
ment and public trust during an
Oct. 14 candidate forum.

Incumbents Devon Conley
and Bill Lambert and challeng-
ers Quintin Riis and Sundar
Subbarayan outlined their pri-
orities ahead of the Nov. 3 elec-
tion, which will determine who
fills two board seats.

Conley pointed to changes
she has pursued to strengthen
financial oversight, including
a new vendor-approval pro-
cess, canceling $2.7 million in
planned district-office renova-

tions and establishing a budget
advisory committee. She also
made district credit card state-
ments public.

As trustees weigh further
cuts, Conley said school sites
should help identify priorities.
She said the district must reduce
ongoing expenses instead of rely
on reserves to cover the deficit.

Lambert made rebuilding
community trust a priority. On
academics, he stressed the im-
portance of early literacy, say-
ing students should be reading
at grade level before third grade.
He cited enrollment trends as a
challenge forlong-term planning
and efficient use of facilities. On
the budget, Lambert said the dis-
trict should prioritize the needs
of individual schools and protect
staff who work directly with stu-
dents. He added that personnel
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cuts would likely be necessary.

Candidates discussed
achievement gaps and findings
from the district’s Orenda Edu-
cation Study, an independent
review of programs and services.
Conley said the study identified
weaknesses in assessment and
data systems, program design,
system alignment and an over-
load of initiatives. She described
district efforts to address those
findings, including developingits
own assessments, setting distric-
twide instructional standards,
protecting core instructional
time and creating a new strate-
gic plan. She said COVID-era
spending coincided with a surge
of initiatives that crowded the
school day. The district has since
worked to realign schedules and
protect instruction time.

Riis called for reviewing ad-

ministrative spending while re-
storing learning opportunities
for students. He highlighted con-
sultant costs and district-office
salaries. He also said teachers
should be paid well enough to
live in Mountain View. To ex-
pand academic options, he pro-
posed more hands-on learning,
such as shop classes and maker
spaces, along with the resto-
ration of gifted education for
high-achieving students. He also
warned against excessive class-
room screen time.

Subbarayan urged trustees to
examine vendor contracts more
closely and improve reporting on
which district programs are effec-
tive. He said broad performance
categories can obscure changes
in students’ achievement and fa-
vored more precise measures of
student progress. He cited artifi-

cial intelligence as a potential tool
to help teachers tailor instruction
to students’ needs.

Candidates differed in their
approaches to family outreach.
Riis proposed translating im-
portant communications, in-
cluding field-trip permission
slips and emails, into Spanish.
Conley said the district already
provides translation services and
has a Spanish-speaking engage-
ment facilitator at each school,
but added that parent-to-parent
connections could strengthen
outreach. Lambert suggested
drawing on Spanish-speaking
teachers and staff to connect
with families and encouraging
schools to bring parents together.
Subbarayan proposed recruiting
community representatives to
help reach families whose voices
are less often heard.



Schools

Bullis settlement revises charter renewal condition

By Julia Baum

TowN CRIER STAFF WRITER

Bullis Charter School (BCS)
can continue using its estab-
lished admissions preferences
under a recent settlement with
Santa Clara County that re-
solves two lawsuits over the
school’s 2024 charter renewal
and a public records request.

Approved by the Santa Clara
County Office of Education
Board and the BCS board in Sep-
tember, the settlement requires
the school to dismiss its pending
state and federal lawsuits with
prejudice, meaning the claims
generally cannot be brought
again. Neither party admits liabil-
ity or wrongdoing, and each will
pay its own legal fees and costs.

BCS must continue mak-
ing good-faith efforts to recruit
a diverse pool of applicants
reflective of the
Los Altos School
District (LASD)
community. The
settlement  says
compliance will be
measured by those
efforts, not by

BCS must continue
making good-faith
efforts to recruit

a diverse pool of
applicants reflective

ditions based in part on a staff
recommendation that the school
had not adequately served all stu-
dents who wished
to enroll during the
previous  charter
term. Under the set-
tlement, the county
board acknowledg-
es Bullis’ position
that the evidence

whether the school ~ Of the Los Altos did not support a
meets numerical School District finding that the
targets for particu- community. school had excluded
lar student groups. any student who
The county board wished to attend.

also confirms it will not require
BCS to achieve racial popula-
tion balance with the district.
The dispute began in August
2024, when the county board
renewed BCS’ charter with con-

[LEADERSHIP
ACADEMICS
CHARACTER
SERVICE

Equipping students to live
with purpose since 1981.

6-8™ Grade Open House
Thursday, November 5 | 8:45 - 10:00am

TK & K Open House
Friday, December 4 | 9:30 - 11:00am

Scan to register or
schedule a private tour

lacs.com/open-houses

lacs.com
© admissions@Ilacs.com

625 Magdalena Avenue
Los Altos CA 94024

BCS challenged the renewal
conditionsin court and separately
sued the county over its response
to a public records request for
demographic analyses and other
materials related to the county’s

2022

NICHE
BEST
SCHOOLS

decision. The school argued that
the county had not turned overall
the records it sought. The county
argued that its primary statistical
analysis was already included in
the staff report presented dur-
ing the renewal process. BCS
said the records would help it
understand the basis for the re-
newal conditions.

In June, Santa Clara County
Superior Court Judge Helen
Williams overruled the county’s
demurrer, allowing the records
lawsuit to proceed. The ruling did
not determine whether BCS was
entitled to additional records.

BCS said it continued using
admissions preferences for local
residents, siblings and staff fami-
lies, as well as a priority window
for low-income applicants while

the lawsuits were pending. The
school said the disputed condi-
tion did not affect applicants’
chances of admission.

BCS also provided a 2024
demographic analysis by King
Consulting. According to the
analysis, Hispanic/Latino stu-
dents accounted for 4.1% of BCS
enrollment and 9.6% of LASD
enrollment in 2023-2024, com-
pared with an average of 37.7%
across Santa Clara County school
districts. The analysis focused
on Hispanic/Latino enrollment
and does not establish how Bullis
compares with LASD across all
demographic groups.

The county Office of Educa-
tion provided a copy of the settle-
ment but did not provide addi-
tional comment.

Who You Become Starts Here

Fall Open Houses

Middle & High School (7-12)
Elementary School (K-6)

CZar

tere

November 14

4[]
November 7 Bkt /

Independent K-12 | All-Gender | Nonsectarian | Los Altos | pinewood.edu/visit
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Sports

Perkins’ kick return
lifts Spartans to
homecoming victory

TowN CRIER STAFF REPORT

Micah Perkins saved Moun-
tain View High’s homecoming.

After Palo Alto scored to
take a one-point lead with 30
seconds left in Friday’s football
game, Perkins returned the
ensuing kickoff 85 yards for a
touchdown that put the Spar-
tans ahead for good, 51-46.

It marked the fourth TD of
the night for the senior, who
caught three scoring passes
from quarterback Ishan De-
varapalli. In addition, senior
running back Ethan Vo rushed
for three touchdowns.

Defensively for the Spar-
tans, Rhys Kellett made a cru-
cial pass breakup that saved a
potential Paly TD and fellow
junior Brad Smith intercepted
a pass in the second half.

The win kept Mountain
View in the playoff race; the
Spartans improved to 1-3 in the
PAL De Anza Division and 4-4
overall. The visiting Vikings fell
to 1-2in league and 5-3 overall.

Mountain View travels to
Burlingame (1-2, 6-2) for a 7:15
p-m. league game Friday.

— Kellen Scanlon contributed
to this report

KELLEN SCANLON/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

Mountain View High receiver Micah Perkins looks to haul in a pass Fri-
day against Palo Alto. The senior caught three touchdown passes and
returned a kickoff for an 85-yard TD that won the game for the Spartans.

Your Community. Your News.
Become a paid subscriber!
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Foothill overpowers Santa Rosa

(] ? P L]

28-14 behind rushing attack

= = F

Foothill College quarterback Esean Johnson looks for room to run in Saturday’s game at Santa Rosa.
He rushed for two touchdowns in the Owls’ road win.

By Michael Xu

SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

On the road and in front of a
hostile crowd, the Foothill Col-
lege football team overcame an
early deficit to dispatch league
opponent Santa Rosa Junior
College 28-14 Saturday.

The win boosted the Owls’
record to 2-1 in the Northern
California Football Conference
National Division-Bay 6 League
and 4-4 overall.

Led by running back Elijah
Smith’s 197 rushing yards, Foot-
hill’s offense piled up a season-
high 439 yards. The freshman
turned in one of the best indi-
vidual performances of the year,
averaging 7.9 yards per attempt
and scoring on runs of 39 and 45
yards. Sophomore running back
Boxer Kopcsak-Yeung added

103 all-purpose yards, while
quarterback Esean Johnson
rushed for a pair of touchdowns.

The Owls’ defense contribut-
ed to the victory by holding the
Bear Cubs (0-3, 1-7) to just 205
yards of offense.

“We have a lot of trust in each
other as a unit, and we knew that
if we played with intensity and
stick to the game plan, were go-
ing to get chances for our offense
to do their thing,” said corner-
back Trisshon Wright, who had
four tackles as part of a Foothill
defense that tallied five sacks
and two interceptions.

After conceding an early
touchdown to fall behind 7-0,
the Owls responded with 28
unanswered points and held
Santa Rosa scoreless for almost
50 minutes. The Bear Cubs were
no match for Foothill’s physical-

ity, as Smith and Kopcsak-Yeung
imposed their will in the ground
game, extending drives and con-
trolling the tempo of the contest.

Smith’s longest run of the day
came in the third quarter, when
he burst through the line of
scrimmage and broke two tack-
les on the way to the end zone to
help Foothill go up 28-7. Santa
Rosa countered with a TD late
in the fourth, but the Owls went
on another long drive to run out
the clock.

“Our guys played hard today
and executed well,” Foothill
head coach Matt Raivio said.
“We’ll regroup, have another
good week of practice, and be
prepped and ready to go for the
next game.”

The Owls host City College of
San Francisco (2-1,4-4) at 1 p.m.
Saturday.

Eagles lock up third place
and berth in CCS playoffs

TowN CRIER STAFF REPORT

Shaking off its shutout loss to
Los Gatos, the Los Altos High
flag football team won both its
league games last week to se-
cure a playoff berth.

The Eagles edged host Santa
Clara 13-12 Oct. 19 and beat
Wilcox 24-18 two days later at
Los Altos. The wins solidified
the Eagles’ third-place standing
in the SCVAL De Anza; they
improved to 6-3 in league and

16-4 overall with two games
remaining before next week’s
Central Coast Section playoffs
kick off.

The victory at Santa Clara,

SEE EAGLES, PAGE 19
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She later rushed for the winning touchdown with under a minute to play.

EAGLES

FRroM PAGE 18

which coach Gabe Stewart de-
scribed as “an epic comeback,”
guaranteed Los Altos a berth in
the postseason. The Eagles en-
tered the fourth quarter trailing
12-0, only to score back-to-back
touchdowns in the final eight
minutes to escape with the win.

Quarterback Sabrina Neal
scored Los Altos” first TD on
a l-yard run, then tossed the
point-after pass to Erin Jesen-
sky. After the Eagles’ defense
forced the Bruins to punt with

ALEXANDRA DONGNGUYEN/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN
Los Altos High quarterback Sabrina Neal runs past the Wilcox defense for a first down in last week’s game.

just under four minutes to play,
Neal engineered a pass-heavy
drive that put Los Altos back
in the red zone. With less than
a minute left, a scrambling Neal
connected with Jenesky for
what proved to be the winning
score.

Neal finished with a team-
best 138 yards rushing on 18
carries. Jesensky caught a team-
high three passes for 19 yards
and added an interception on
defense.

Oct. 21 against Wilcox, Los
Altos needed a 44-yard TD run
by Neal with about 15 seconds

to play to prevail. The Eagles
held an 18-6 edge early in the
fourth quarter, but the Chargers
tied the game with just more
than a minute left.

Neal led Los Altos in rushing
with 151 yards on 18 carries, two
of which resulted in TDs, and
the senior passed 141 yards and
a score. Charlotte Wolfe caught
a team-high seven passes for 60
yards and Maya Stern added
two receptions, one of them for
a TD. Stern also contributed on
defense, making two intercep-
tions. Jesensky picked off a pass
as well and tallied nine tackles.

“8:45am 3:30pm
Extended Care is avaliable
from 8:15am - 8:45am

Registration Available Online

Questions?
Contact Camp Directors Sarah Marken & Erica Wilson at

% FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
OF LOS ALTOS

LL]
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BO OK SALE %

FEATURING HOLIDAY BOOKS!

»
e | ’aE"?.?E‘i | -}
E
FRI SAT SUN

NOV6 NOV7 NOVS8

6:30 - 9:00 PM 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM | 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
MEMBER NIGHT | REGULAR SALE $5 BAG SALE

THOUSANDS OF BOOKS!
Children's , Young ,
Books Adult

SILENT AUCTION
Unusual and collectible books, many autographed.

Vintage

. . . .
Fiction Nonfiction & More

E Items priced as marked or:
CREDIT CARDS & $2 hardbacks & trade paperbacks
8 CASH ACCEPTED $1 mass market paperbacks & media

@ LOS ALTOS COMMUNITY CENTER
97 Hillview Ave, Los Altos ,f._
losaltoslibraryfriends.org '3

Thanksgiving Break Camp

School is out for Thanksgiving, so send the kids our way!
We have three fun-filled days planned at FHCC with
horseback riding, tennis, pickleball, yoga, cookie
decorating, arts & crafts, outdoor games, an animal
show scavenger hunts, relay races and plenty of

Thanksgiving silliness along the way. |
The kids will make turkey crafts, decorate cookies, play |
fall carnival games, compete in team challenges, and
spend lots of time outside running around and having
fun.

We'll also have a few Friendsgiving activities and
Thanksgiving treats mixed in throughout the week.
Basically, we'll keep them busy, entertained and moving
for three days while you get ready for Thanksgiving... or
just enjoy a few quiet hours. We don't judge.

Members: $350 | Extended Care: $425 |
Non-Members: $530 | Extended Care: $605

Come spend Thanksgiving break with us at FHCC. It's
going to be a fun onel

N TV WSO ¢ g
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J U ST |_| STE D LIKE A PRIVATE LANE THROUGH THE WOODS, the driveway leads to a spacious motor court and
beyond to this inviting residence set on over an acre with resort-like grounds. An open floor plan with

0 PE N SAT & S U N soaring ceilings crowning generously proportioned rooms creates a tranquil and light-filled atmosphere.
1 00 - 400PM Two en suite bedrooms offer flexibility, while the welcoming family room and billiards room provide
. : ideal spaces for gathering and entertaining, thoughtfully arranged around the spacious kitchen.
Expansive home on a 1+ acre lot for 45,220 +/- sf Living room features a beamed and wood paneled Immaculately landscaped backyard with
with 5,185 +/- sf of living space vaulted ceiling, multiple skylights, and French doors sparkling pool

to the backyard; an elegant dining room offers an

Freshly painted attached 3-car garage with
adjacent butler’s pantry y pal garage wi

extensive paver driveway and motor court

Four generously sized bedrooms, including two
en suite bedrooms, plus a dedicated office and
3.5 baths Chef's kitchen opens to the casual dining area,

Recognized Los Altos schools: Loyola Elementary,
family room, and billiards room g y y

Exceptional upstairs primary suite with balcony Georgina P. Blach, and Mountain View High

and luxurious bath (Buyer to verify enrollment)

D) v

_ Private Los Altos Hills Retrée t (_) Over OneAcre
‘1 1550 Magdalena Avenue | Los Altos Hills | $6,498,000 | 11550MagdalenaAvenue.com
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CINDY BOGARD-0O'GORMAN
License # 01918407

650.924.8365 [74

: THEAGENCY
cindy.ogorman@theagencyre.com

JUDY BOGARD-TANIGAMI
License # 00298975

650.207.2111
judy.bogard@theagencyre.com

ConsultantsinRealEstate.com

THE BOGARD-TANIGAMI TEAM

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Your Home is published once a month. For advertising information, email sales@latc.com.

INSIDE
Stepping Out

Business & Real Estate

Datebook

Local homes dress up
with Halloween style

PHOTOS BY SHELLY BOWERS/
SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

Plenty of Los Altos
residents are in the Hal-
loween spirit this year,
based on the number of
homes and yards decked
out for the holiday. A
skeleton, ghost or inflat-
able creature can be
found in almost every
neighborhood.

KAYLIN YI/TowN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

Being organized can
save you money

By Lyn Rogers

CONQUERING CLUTTER

We’ve all heard the phrase,
“You need to spend money to
save money.” It’s true in so
many facets of our lives.

Good quality items last
longer and prevent us from
repurchasing the same things
over and over again in a short
amount of time because they
either break down or degrade
faster. The same thing holds
true in whether your home is
organized or in utter chaos.

That chaos usually involves
clutter. There’s an anony-
mous quote that reads, “Look
around. All that clutter used
to be money.”

Starting in the kitchen,
if your pantry or food cup-

boards look like someone
emptied grocery bags and
randomly placed items in
there and quickly closed the
doors, you’ll never figure out
what you have on the shelves.
Do you have 10 containers of
salt or just one? You're pretty
sure you have the bouillon
cubes for that special dinner,
but just in case, you buy an-
other package, only to discov-
er later that you have enough
to make dinner for the neigh-
bors for the rest of the decade!

Finding out too late that
the marshmallows you need-
ed for today’s candied yams
are hard rocks, that the spice
containers for the holiday
feast are rusty or that the

SEE CLUTTER, PAGE 22
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canned peaches for the birth-
day dessert are marked “Best
before 1999” is sadly all too
common in many homes. In
the average American home,
roughly 30% to 40% of pur-
chased groceries end up in
the trash. Reorganizing the
pantry with labeled shelves
and containers helps you
avoid accidentally stockpiling
foods, aids in keeping track of
expiration dates, and prevents
unintentional food waste.

In the garage, my motto is,
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s
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St. Simon Catholic
Church & School

N,

Please check our website for
links to Live Stream Mass
www.stsimon.church

Mass Schedule
Weekday: 6:30 am & 8:30 am
Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15, 5:00 pm

Fr. Brendan McGuire, Pastor
1860 Grant Road, Los Altos 94024
650-880-1401

“If you can’t see it, you can’t
find it,” which means you
might need a “lost” tool for
an immediate problem (like a
plumbing issue) and then buy

drawers and cabinets (and
then immediately returning
them to their “home”) pre-
vents repurchasing expensive
tools over and over again.

There’s an anonymous quote that reads,
‘Look around. All that clutter used to be money.’

another of the same tool be-
cause you can’t find it. We all
know people who own several
of the same tool, but they’re
found throughout the ga-
rage. Keeping tools in labeled

ve(;*aso
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105,V) (0)\\ o3 2 18] :704 3 @ First Church of Christ, Scientist

A Community of Christ Followers Loving,
Learning & Serving Together

Worship 10am

~ Join us in person or online ~

Keeping your finances or-
ganized is another way to save
money and avoid late fees. If
you're finding that remember-
ing to pay bills is an issue, us-
ing auto pay can eliminate the

~ striving to live what Jesus taught us ~

401 University Ave,

LOS ALTOS
Sunday Service | Sunday School
10AM-11AM = 10AM-11AM

paper and online reminders,
plus avoid potential shut-offs
and late fees. Keeping other
bills, such as medical, in an
easy-to-use filing system on
your desk or command center
will help to remind you to pay
them in a timely manner.
Perhaps youre spend-
ing money on unnecessary
or unwanted subscriptions,
in which case paying atten-
tion to bank statements is
a must so they can be can-
celed. Also, keep all tax re-
cords neatly organized and
easily accessible so you can
maximize your deductions at

tax time and lessen the panic
when it’s time to file.

Being organized saves
money by preventing dupli-
cate purchases, reducing food
waste, eliminating late fees
and curbing impulse shop-
ping.

As Benjamin Franklin fa-
mously said, “For every min-
ute spent organizing, an hour
is earned.”

Los Altos Hills resident Lyn
Rogers is a professional organizer
and owner and CEO of Lyn At
Your Service. For more informa-
tion, see LynAtYourService.com.

FELIX TREE

“SPECIALIST, INC.

FREE ESTIMATES

(408) 292-2095

.......................... MAURICIO FELIX

License #1029971
Cell: (408) 806-4474

(408) 723-1810

www.youtube.com/ Wed. Testimony Meeting 7:30PM
@unionpreshyterianchurchlos437 ~ Call-in Available for Services ~
858 University Ave. — READING ROOM 60 Main Street —

WWW.union pc.org Wed 9:30am -12PM « Thur 2PM - 4PM + Sat 9AM-12PM
’ ’ See website for details and updates

(650) 948-4361 ChristianScienceLosAltos.org

X X

£ Service

10:45am on Sundays

Pesple Mailr. T Mafls.
P G o Hope

625 Magdalena Ave
Los Altos 92024
650.948.5698

Howe of los Mfes Chrisfian Sochools « wivtwrJacs.com

Los Altos Lutheran Church

Rejoice in the Word + Sent in the Spirit

10AM In-Person & Online

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.LosAltosLutheran.org

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta)
650.948.3012
office@losaltoslutheran.org
Email the office for the Worship Link

Saint Nicholas and Saint William
Catholic Parish

Rev. Matthew D. Stanley, Pastor

St. Nicholas Church St. William Church
473 Lincoln Ave., Los Altos 611 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

Mass Schedule Mass Schedule

Sat: 8 am Sat: 4 pm
Sun: 8 am, 10 am, 12 pm, 5 pm (French) Sun: 9 am, 11 am*, 5 pm
M-F: 8 am, 12:10 pm *in-person & livestream

650-948-2158 www.snswparish.org

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LOS ALTOS
Join us online or in person

I forworship at 10 am!

Inspirational messages and

great music! Please
o '.\ visit our website
m ml' "ﬂ || at ilclosaltos.com
e~ for more information!
1715 Grant Road, Los Altos
650-967-4906 » www.ilclosaltos.com

Christ Episcopal Church

fnspired Worship. Helevant Preaching. Transcendent Music,
Sunday Services In Person

8:a0 a.m. Jpoken Fucharist

r
\-‘*. ’
10:15 aum.  1laly Eucharist Service {also sia Spom) .
itdewre J'.ll'\f.lﬁll.lll'l'.[lin 3I.|.I'|.I.|II'_JJ.' Tl ng 5 r.I".u'l'ng LLARR RN ,
104.0 Border Eoad  Los Altoa 650-948-2151

www,christchurchlosalios.org

W —_—
To list your Religious Organization,
please email Janice at

JaniceF@Latc.com

/NS . 1
| 1
f .j

-
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SUNDAY SERVICES

10 AM
190 Jordan Avenue,
Los Altos

9 AM & 11:30 AM
1300 Grant Road,
Los Altos

Online Service
9 AM and 11:30 AM
Cuestapark.org

ALL ARE WELCOME
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Need a Licensed Plumber
Or Landscaper?
Call Jose Diaz for a quote!

+ Irrigation Specialists
+ Landscape Design ¢ Sewer system, water main,
¢ Smart Timers crawl space/camera inspection

(408)702-8818

Licensed Contractor C27 - 1103054 | C36 - 1156276

¢ Plumbing Service

DIANA’S PROFESSIONAL
HOUSECLEANING

Family business with experienced, reliable
and dependable professionals.
Low rates with great Los Altos references.

CALL CRISTINA TODAY!
(408) 806-1415 or (408) 578-5489

License# 447435

o%?%%”é}'ﬁ%a@%

Our Services: * Fence installation
* Lawn maintenance - Irrigation systems
* Landscaping * New lawns

* Clean up * Lights installation

CALL 650-279-3748 FOR INQUIRIES




Stepping Out

PA Players brings ‘Addams Family’
to Lucie Stern Theatre

ScoTT LASKY/SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

The cast of Palo Alto Players’ ‘Addams Family’ includes Jackson DuBoi (as Pugsley), from left, Kylie Abucay
(Morticia), Tony Gonzales (Gomez) and Astraea Parker Brown (Wednesday).

By Lara Leon

TowN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

Palo Alto Players’ produc-
tion of “The Addams Fam-
ily,” opening this weekend, is a
campy, family-friendly musical
that uses its famously peculiar
characters to ask what “nor-
mal” really means, according
to director Janie Scott.

The musical previews Oct.
30, opens Oct. 31 and runs
through Nov. 15 at the Lucie
Stern Theatre, 1305 Middle-
field Road, Palo Alto.

“The Addams family are
about as different as you could
get,” Scott said.

The characters began as
Charles Addams’ cartoons in
The New Yorker in the 1930s
and have since been adapted
into a 1960s television series,
several feature films and a
2010 Broadway musical, with
a book by Marshall Brickman
and Rick Elice and music and
lyrics by Andrew Lippa.

Scott said that history means
audiences of every generation
know some version of the family.

The musical follows Wednes-
day Addams, who has fallen
in love with a young man from
a conventional Ohio family.
When the two families meet for
dinner, both must confront
their differences.

Scott said that clash allows
the show to explore family,

loyalty and acceptance by ex-
amining “what is really nor-
mal and what isn’t, and how
we all kind of construct our
lives around those ideas.”

This is Scott’s third time
directing the show. She first
directed and choreographed it
at Palo Alto Players about 11
years ago, in her first produc-
tion with the company. Scott
said this time she is focused
solely on directing, and a cast
member from that original pro-
duction is choreographing.

Scott said each version takes
on a new identity through its cast
and design team.

“It’s the same script, and it’s
the same music,” she said. “But
it’sjust a different color.”

One of her biggest choices
this time involved the ensemble:
the Addams ancestors, who rise
from the family crypt in shades
of gray for an annual reunion.
Scott created 11 ancestors, rang-
ing from a Neanderthal caveman
to a 1930s aviator, and said each
character was built around the
performer playing it.

Although the Addams family
is often associated with dark hu-
mor, Scott said the production’s
comedy is upfront and vaudevil-
lian - and suitable for all ages.

“Families can come see this
show,” she said.

Tony Gonzalez, who plays
Gomez Addams, said he grew up
watching the character on tele-

vision and in film and had long
hoped to play him.

“He’s just so fun and mysteri-
ous and ridiculous at the same
time,” Gonzalez said.

Gonzalez added that he fo-
cused on finding the humanity
beneath Gomez’s eccentric-
ity. That side of the character
comes through most in “Hap-
py/Sad,” a song Gomez sings
to Wednesday.

“He’s going through things
that a lot of parents go through
when their children are growing
up and getting ready to take on
their own life,” he said.

With rehearsals starting in
mid-September, Gonzalez said
the cast bonded quickly, much
like the family they portray.

“Everybody brings their own
peculiarities and weirdness to
the table, and we come together
with those differences and be-
come stronger together,” he said.

Gonzalez said he hopes audi-
ences leave entertained and re-
minded that differences are what
make people special.

“After all, normal is over-
rated,” he said, “and being a
little peculiar is what makes
life interesting.”

Performances are sched-
uled 7:30 p.m. Fridays and
Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays.
Tickets are $53-$73.

For tickets and more infor-
mation, see paplayers.org.
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Business & Real Estate

Los Altos teen’s
board game
named finalist for
toymaker award

By Kaelyn Tan

TowN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

Biology and board games
may seem to be worlds apart,
but for Los Altos resident Bryce
Mikolajczak and his Cell Quest
team, they go in tandem.

Cell Quest is a board game
about cell organelles created
by Mikolajczak and several
other Lynbrook High School
students. The game is a final-
ist for Young Innovator of the
Year at this year’s Toy & Game
Innovation Excellence Awards
(TAGIE), which take place
Nov. 6 in Rosemont, Illinois.

Mikolajczak designed the
game and oversaw the project
team. Cell Quest hit the mar-
ket last year.

Mikolajczak said his in-
terest in board games began
through family tradition.

“I've been playing a lot of
board games with my fam-
ily for many years, since I was
young,” the senior said.

As he started high school,
Mikolajczak began to not only
enjoy board games, but to de-

sign one. Initially, Mikolajc-
zak said he wanted to create
a board game about the im-
mune system, but he changed
his mind when he discovered
the game Sabobatage, which
served as an inspiration for
Cell Quest.

“I was playing that game,
and then in biology class at
school, we were learning about
the parts of a cell,” said Mikola-
jczak. “So, I thought, ‘Oh, this
might be a great way to make
a better game because it’s not
nearly as complicated.”

As Mikolajczak moved for-
ward with his new idea, the
then-freshman recruited a
few team members to aid him,
including Lynbrook senior
Sophie Wang, who is respon-
sible for the game’s graphic
designs. Wang said she has
been practicing art for over
a decade and is interested in
product design.

“When I saw this oppor-
tunity (to be an illustrator for
Cell Quest) a few years ago, I
thought this was a great way
for me to take the fine art

COURTESY OF BRYCE MIKOLAJCZAK

Bryce Mikolajczak of Los Altos poses with Cell Quest, a board game he designed about cell organelles. The
game is a finalist for Young Innovator of the Year at this year’'s Toy & Game Innovation Excellence Awards.

side of it and also apply it to
... packaging, graphic design,
and product design stand-
point,” Wang said.

For Wang, the opportunity
was more than a gig. Wang
added that illustrating for
Cell Quest helped her develop
skills beyond graphic design.

“I learned to compromise,
take critique, and kind of bend
my style ... to (Mikolajczak’s)
feedback,” Wang said.

During the game’s devel-
opment, the Cell Quest team
headed into biology class-
rooms, including ones at Lyn-

brook, to test out the product
and receive feedback. Mikola-
jczak said his team has taken
steps to align the high school
biology curriculum with the
board game content.

“For instance, on every sin-
gle card, we’ve made it so that
there are facts on the board of
what they do, and so that way
it kind of teaches biology, and
also through the set collecting
aspect, it shows ... the differ-
ence between the various types
of a cell,” Mikolajczak said.

Not long after Cell Quest
was completed, Mikolajczak

$3,998,000 is the magic number in Los Altos

By Alex Wang

SPECIAL TO THE TOWN CRIER

If you follow Los Altos real
estate, you may have noticed a
curious pattern this fall. Almost
every week, a home comes on
the market priced at or just un-
der $3,998,000. And almost ev-
ery one of them sells well above
that number, often by $1 mil-
lion to $2 million.

Since March, seven Los
Altos homes have listed at or
near this price, and they look
remarkably alike on paper: a
flat lot 0f 10,000 square feet or
more, a modest older house of
roughly 1,000 to 2,000 square
feet and dated condition.
What buyers are competing

for is not the house. It is the
land. A flat, regular lot of this
size in Los Altos leaves room
to remodel, expand or build
new - and that flexibility
draws deep competition.

The trend traces back to
March, when our team listed a
three-bedroom home of about
1,157 square feet on Paco Drive
at $3,998,000. It drew five strong
offers and sold for $5,108,000.
Since then, the number has tak-
en on a life of its own.

The most dramatic example
camein Septemberon Hillview
Avenue. Listed at $3,998,000
on a 12,600-square-foot lot, it
drew 26 offers — 14 of them all
cash - and the seller accepted
an offer around $6,700,000.
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Because Hillview is a probate
sale, the story may not be
over: California probate sales
generally require court confir-
mation, and other buyers can
overbid at the hearing. Under
the state’s overbid formula, the
minimum opening bid at con-
firmation works out to roughly
$7,035,500. Probate has ex-
ceptions and every case is dif-
ferent, so buyers and sellers in
probate should consult a real
estate attorney.

There are other examples
that tell the same story in
smaller numbers. A Riverside
Drive home listed at $3,988,000
drew 14 offers and sold for
$5,123,000. A two-bedroom
home on North Clark Avenue

- located across from a school
and between two busy streets
- still drew about a dozen of-
fers. Perhaps most telling was a
house on Chelsea Drive: weak-
er condition than any home in
the group and a back yard be-
side a school basketball court,
yet it listed at $3,880,000 and
sold for $4,880,000.

Why does the strategy work?
Pricing just under $4 million
brings in the widest possible
pool of buyers and then lets
competition, not the list price,
determine the final number.
For sellers of flat lots of 10,000
square feet or more, the results
show how strong demand for
Los Altos land is right now, even
when the house itself is small or

applied for the 2026 TAGIE
Awards, which are known
as the Oscars for toymakers.
Mikolajczak said becoming a
finalist validates his hard work
through the years.

“It ... shows the work that
I put into making Cell Quest,
and also the effort that I put
into making all these materi-
als,” Mikolajczak said. “I felt
like it was worth it...”

Cell Quest is available for sale
online for $24.99. To purchase
the game and for more informa-
tion, visit cellquest.square.site.

real estate

tired. It is not a formula for ev-
ery home, though. Condition,
lot shape, street and timing all
matter, and one home in the
group is pending after a single
strong first round offer rather
than a bidding war.

For buyers, the practical ad-
vice is simpler: Expect multiple
offers and a first-round dead-
line, have financing ready and
lean on an agent who knows the
local market and its agents, be-
cause the list price is only where
the conversation starts.

Alex Wang is a Los Altos
resident, Realtor and founder of
Rainmaker Real Estate. For more
information, text or call (650)
800-8840 or visit AlexWang.com.
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Downtown LA Farmers’ Market
wraps up Thursday

=K B

MAXx ASMAR/TOWN CRIER EDITORIAL INTERN

The threat of rain brought fewer people than usual to last week’s Downtown Los Altos
Farmers’ Market, but it's a good bet there will be more attendees this week. Not only
is the weather expected to be sunnier, but Thursday also marks the final market of the
year. In addition, there will be an opportunity to guess the weight of a giant pumpkin. The
market runs 4-8 p.m. on State Street. For more information, visit tinyurl.com/FarmMktLA.

Have a property?

LET’S DISCUSS

davis + co.
realtors

PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

-Single-family homes  -Multi-family residential
-Condos & town homes -Retail, office and industrial properties

Reduce
Vacancies

We Handle
Repairs

Rent Your
Property Faster

Optimize
Rental Income

Let our experts get the most out of your
properties earning potential.

JOSH DAVIS

(650) 338-4230 |josh@daviscorealtors.com

DRE# 01965341
www.daviscorealtors.com

SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Family-owned and operated since 1987, Davis & Co. Realtors makes it our mission to preserve
and enhance the value of your property, maximize your income, and minimize your expenses.

Transactions

Los Altos

8 Alemendra Lane, Pratt Family
Trust A to N. & T. Kraus for $4,300,000

1964 Deodara Drive, Wu Fam-
ily Trust to Tyler & Perry Trust for
$4,589,000

1369 Chelsea Drive, S. Ohis to Ja-
mie Trust for $4,880,000

614 Springer Terrace, Santiago
Trust to J. & Y. Zhao for $5,500,000

975 Berry Ave., Kellogg & Kay LLC
to 31415926535 Trust for $5,600,000

Mountain View

1915 Mount Vernon Court, #16, S.
Liu to J. Mason for $470,000

701 N. Rengstorff Ave., #6, D.
Bushnell to J. & S. Cho for $607,500

21 Moonbeam Drive, Davis Mut-
suko 2021 Trust to W. & E. Liu for
$1,050,000

539 Walker Drive, R. Liuto H. & L.
Du Chan for $1,210,000

172 Ada Ave., #10, Schlanger Trust
to S. Brahmankar for $1,475,000

1508 Wildrose Way, Manor Trust to
C. & M. Watson for $1,475,000

1257 Verano Road, Z. Ban to T. &
V. Huynh for $1,553,000

441 Poppy Place, Huston Trust to
A. & G. Blake for $1,600,000

117 Gladys Ave., L. Lu to A. & S.
Ramirez for $1,604,000

1971 W. Middlefield Road, #10,
V. Patgaonkar to A. & S. Kelsey for
$1,610,000

454 Mountain Laurel Court, Y.
Zheng to J. & R. Mulani for $1,750,000

538 Shockley Alley, Taylor Morri-
son of California to V. & C. Ballenger
for $2,035,000

113 Beacon St., P. Done to L. & Y.
Liu for $2,405,000

1350 San Domar Drive, Wiseman
Trust to Super Amazing Capital LLC
for $2,500,000

128 Promethean Way, Bridenstine
Living Trust to B. & S. Chiang for
$2,502,000

321 Anna Ave., M. & J. Partlan to P.
& J. Wang for $2,510,000

105 Glen Alpine Court, L. Abcd to
Jain Family Trust for $3,020,000

1094 Clark Ave., C. Bunzel to M. &
P. Garg for $3,300,000

1024 Marilyn Drive, Bay Leasing
Company LLC to Fung 2008 Family
Trust for $4,950,000

1166 Fordham Way, Baystar Invest-
ment LLC to Poojary-Memon Living
Trust for $7,200,000

- CalREsource

(Odeleon

REALTY =P
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66 STEVENSON LANE, ATHERTON

Listed at $34,988,000
66Stevenson.com

Ken DelLeon | 650.300.0888 | DRE #01854880

DELEONREALTY.com | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
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66 STEVENSON LANE

ATHERTON

14123 TRACY COURT

LOS ALTOS HILLS

38 BISHOP LANE
MENLO PARK

WOODSIDE

Don’t Overpay to Sell your Home
List with Us for 3% Total commission

- $34,988,000 | 2.33 Acre Lot

66Stevenson.com

$9,488,000 | 6 Bd | 6 Bth
14123Tracy.com

$3,988,000 | 4 Bd | 3.5 Bth
38Bishop.com

%4 00 | 4 Bd | 3.5.Bth

610akHavenWay.com

ﬁ DeleonRealty_USA

Notice to Buyers:

Although a good buyer's agent can add
significant insight and value, you are not
required to use one to purchase a DelLeon
listing. If you would like to submit an offer
to us directly, please contact the DelLeon
Buyer’s Team at 650.900.7000 and we will
waive 100% of the buyer's-side commission.

1390 MARINOVICH

LOS ALTOS

1037 DEL NORTE AVE
MENLO PARK

};. ._.I

% (1
$3,988,0001 3 Bd | 1 Bth

1390Marinovich.com

'“--"-F; T Byt W
$2,595,000 | 4 Bd | 2 Bth
1037DelNorte.com

e B
Wil

‘- $ -
$5,488,000 | 5 Bd | 3.5 Bth
285EscobarRd.com

Call Us Today!
650.900.7000

Ken Deleon, DRE #01342140 | Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 | Francis Lopez, DRE #02119541
Deleon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224 | Equal Housing Opportunity

Page 26 | Los Altos Town Crier | October 28, 2026




£ e
R e B

OPEN SAT &

.

Desig

Classic ranch with designer appointments
throughout and private rear yard

4 bedrooms and 2.5 baths

Approximately 2,393 square feet (not
confirmed by Compass)

Formal living and dining rooms

Spacious great room design with kitchen,
casual dining, and family room

Designer kitchen with large island beneath
an operable skylight, quartz counters, and
Carrara marble backsplashes

High-end stainless steel appliances,
including gas range and wine cooler

Family room with gas-log fireplace and
surround sound wiring

Privately located bedroom also ideal for a
home office

Separate wing with luxurious primary suite
plus two bedrooms and a hallway bath

ner Ranch on a North Los Altos Cul-de-Sac
426 Casita Court, Los Altos

h

Concealed laundry, powder room,
and attached 2-car garage

Central air conditioning

Spacious and private rear yard
with newly refreshed landscaping,
expansive bluestone patio, and side
yard with 6 raised and irrigated
planter beds

Lot size of approximately 9,492 square
feet (not confirmed by Compass)

Outstanding location on a North
Los Altos cul-de-sac street less than
one mile to San Antonio Center and
just over one mile to the Village

Los Altos schools: Almond Elementary,
Egan Junior High, Los Altos High
(buyer to confirm)

Price upon request
426Casita.com

Bridgman’s

NEW LISTING
OF THE WEEK

E ATHY BRIDGMAN
BROKER ASSOCIATE

#1 Individual Agent
Los Altos &
Los Altos Hills, 2025

39
The Results Are In...
No other individual agent
e sells more LA/LAH homes.
O
g Work with the
K. best in 2026!
o
Z
= 22
X
12
8
#1 #2 #3 #4

Per MLS reported number of sales for LA/LAH. 2025
650.868.7677

COMPASS
License #01189798

kathy@kathybridgman.com
kathybridgman.com
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From
the Bay to
the Beach

Connecting Silicon Valley
& The Coast

SANTA CLARA & SANTA CRUZ COUNTY
COMMUNITY EXPERT

OPERATING WITH HONESTY & INTEGRITY

74

THEAGENCY

MEGAN DEVIVO
831.207.6060 | LIC. #01924071
TheAgencyRE.com

S

Sangster Team

ROOTED IN
LOS ALTOS,
HERE FOR YOU

For 34 years, our family has been
proud to call Los Altos home.
Watching the community evolve
has been so special, and it's why we
love helping others plant roots here.
Whether you're buying or selling,
we're here to guide you through every
chapter of your real estate journey.
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LIZ BEANK

REALTOR® | DRE# 01887904

X
ﬂﬂ FOR HOME BUYERS

I help you find the right home

at the right price in the right
neighborhood. From early
planning and market insight to
skilled negotiation and a smooth
closing, I advocate for your goals
at every step.

LIVE / LOVE |/

LOS ALTOS LOS ALTOS HILLS MOUNTAIN VIEW

THE AGENCY
LOS ALTOS

I. ;-li il

You deserve representation
from a local real estate expert
and skilled negotiator who is
thoughtful, well-prepared,
and steady throughout

the process.

[,) FOR HOME SELLERS

I position your home to stand out,
attract today’s buyers, and achieve
the best possible result. With

the strategic preparation, expert
pricing, targeted marketing, and
strong negotiation, I guide you to
a successful sale with confidence.

KNOW SILICON VALLEY

SUNNYVALE MENLO PARK SAN CARLOS

LIZ BLANK
650.814.2773
liz.blank@theagencyre.com
lizblank.com



761 University Ave, Los Altos

26140 Rancho Manuella Ln, Los Altos Hills 2660 Orchard Hill Ln, Lé Altos Hills
Sold at $10,800,000 Sold at $10,700,000

125 Los Altos Ave, Los Alto 561 Orange Ave, Los Altos 543 hirlynn Ct, LosAIt |
Buyer Rep. - $13,250,000 Buyer Rep. - $7,800,000 Buyer Rep. - $5,050,000

“1 Tor 100

Team in Los Altos Hills 2026!

Exceptional Reputation, Exceptional Results

gary@campi.com | www.campi.com | Follow Us @CampiGroup ©) ®
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated | License # 00600311

25751 Elena Ra, Los Altos Hills
Record Sale - $16,000,000 Sold at $15,200,000

. 14170 Baleri Ranch Rd, Los Altos Hills

Sothebys International Realty Agents

Sold at $9,350,000

8 Alnﬁéndra Ln, Ls Ios
Buyer Rep. -$4,300,000

Top 250

Teams?

Golden
Gate

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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Your experience deserves an
A+ agent.

Report Card

LISTENING & NEGOTIATING

A strong negotiator, utilizing my Master's in Counseling A
Psychology to understand my clients’ needs, wants and goals, +
as well as the other side’s motivations.
As a Los Altos native, I've spent my life in this community.
For fifteen years | taught as a substitute teacher in Los LEADERSHIP - o
Altos School District cl d bef that | Silicon Valley Association of Realtors Los Altos-Mountain View A
0S >Choo 'S,”C classrooms, and before tha Y\(as a District Chair. Silicon Valley Association of Realtors and California +
counselor and dlrector'of human resources for a Silicon Association of Realtors Board Member and Director.
Valley computer recycling company.
ACHIEVEMENT A
Today | bring all of it to sellers and buyers alike. Selling, Intero President's Club. +
buying, downsizing, relocating, or handling an estate or
¥ trust sale is rarely just about the house. | handle ever LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
o . y! L y This is home. With family roots in Los Altos and Mountain View since
detail with discretion and care, so a significant move the 1940s, my husband and | have lived, worked and raised our +

feels manageable to my clients. family here. | know these neighborhoods as only a local can, and the

Local Knowledge Personal Service. connections I've built over the years benefit every client | work with.

A Los Altos native helping families sell and buy across Silicon Valley. INT E RO

DRE# 02113696

Sue Myers

REALTOR®
INTERO PRESIDENT'S CLUB

650.279.2876 smyers@intero.com

suemyersrea ltor.com

Finding a
home for
your dreams.

KP LUXURY HOMES

Representing Silicon Valley’s most discerning
buyers and sellers of exceptional homes and
luxury estates in Los Altos and Los Altos Hills.

Consistently RealTrends/Wall Street Journal
Top 1.5% Nationwide.

KIERSTEN LIGETI
Kiersten@TheAgencyre.com

(650) 766-8319
lic. #01298631

PATRICIA KAROUBI
Patricia@TheAgencyre.com
(650) 868-4565

lic. #01396914

KPLUXURYHOMES.COM

MVLA Gy e,

High School Foundation = ., Foundation

HONOR ROLL OF REALTY 2026

REALTRENDS
VERIFIE

[7[|

THEAGENCY
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A Team Your Friends Trust,
and You Can Too

With over 60 years of combined experience, Judy Bogard-Tanigami and Cindy
Bogard-O'Gorman provide personalized, hands-on serviceto buyers and sellersacross
Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, and the surrounding areas. Pairing first-hand local knowledge
with strategic marketing and skillful negotiation, Cindy and Judy guide clients through
every step of the buying or selling process. The majority of their business comes
from referrals and returning clients, a fact that speaks to the trust they've built and
the results they've delivered. Their goal with every client is simple: Achieve the best
possible outcome while creating a seamless and rewarding experience.

In Our Clients’ Words

Sudy and Cindy were the perfect team tosell my late mother’s Sudy and Cindy guided me through the sale and necessary
home. They macde the process smooth and pleasant from start — improvements with care and attention to every detail.
to finish, with a thoughtful plan to prepare the property for Their market knowledge, clear communication and
market. They kept me informed every step of the way and — professionalism impressed me throughout the process. They
were always available with professional advice. They were a truly are a dream team.”

true blessing, and I'm so glad I chose them.” — KAREN (LOS ALTOS SELLER)

- LILL (LOS ALTOS SELLER)

-

UDY &
THE BOGARD-TANIGAMI TEAM

JUDY BOGARD-TANIGAMI CINDY BOGARD-O'GORMAN CI I\l DY THEAGENCY
JUDY.BOGARD@THEAGENCYRE.COM CINDY.OGORMAN@THEAGENCYRE.COM :
650.207.2111 | LIC. #00298975 650.924.8365 | LIC. #01918407 BOGARD-TANIGAMI TEAH

THEAGENCYRE.COM | CONSULTANTSINREALESTATE.COM

©2026 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks; all rights reserved. The Agency fully supports the Equal Housing Opportunity laws. No representation is made as to the accuracy of the information contained
herein. All prospective buyers should investigate any information deemed important and/or consult with appropriate professionals. CalDRE #01904054
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Pam BlaCkman License #00584333

REALTOR® | CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST® | SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST®

650.823.0308 | PAM.BLACKMAN@THEAGENCYRE.COM | WWW.PAMBLACKMAN.COM

BY THE NUMBERS . . . veecens oo

@ over §0% 100 A 0 90%

of Pam'’s business is of Pam’s listings sell LI—Ll of Pam'’s business is
repeat and by referral (no matter what the seniors & their families
market conditions)

@ 100+ | over 70%
of Pam'’s clients get of Pam’s transactions

her one-on-one plus are listings representing
a personally selected sellers
team of resources

WWW.PAMBLACKMAN.COM [74

" THEAGENCY

erry Haslam has been a top producer in the Los Altos Coldwell

Banker office for 32 years, during which time he has helped sell
over $700 million in real estate. Prior to his career in real estate,
Jerry taught philosophy and comparative religion, and hand built
two of his own homes. His experience is wide reaching, from large
estates to starter homes, from equestrian properties to raw land.
Jerry is known for his straightforward honesty, professionalism, and
being energetic beyond the call of duty in the service of his clients.

JERRY HASLAM

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT'S ELITE

(650) 996-2797

jhaslam@cbnorcal.com
BRE# 01180022
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#1 AGENT
IN LOS ALTOS AND
LOS ALTOS HILLS

PER REALTRENDS, 2023-PRESENT

#54 IN THE U.S.
OUT OF 1.5M AGENTS
PER REALTRENDS, 2026

OVER $1 BILLION

IN PROPERTY SALES

-
e

HIGH-TOUCH STRATEGY
MAXIMUM RETURN

Pre-Sale Planning
Hands-On Execution

Expert Negotiation

In 2025, | unlocked over $10 million in
additional profit for my sellers by making
the right updates before going to market.
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s 1 P, V. b Your home deserves a smarter sale.
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M 650.773.8000
NICHOLASFRENCH ~ BROKER ASSOCIATE | oré sorasoons  Wreuargiion o

CONSISTENT TOP 1% REALTOR® GENERAL CONTRACTOR | #915010
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BEYOND BUYING & SELLING IN LOS ALTOS

As a Los Altos Hills resident and REALTOR®), | understand that finding the right home is
only part of the journey. With my unique background in home renovations and property

investing, | guide sellers and buyers through every step.

| help sellers maximize their home's value and guide buyers to see beyond the surface,
transforming properties into their dream homes. Whether you're preparing to sell,
searching for the perfect fit, or envisioning a renovation, | bring a personalized approach

to each client’s unique needs.

NICOLE RUCCOLO
650.823.0002

nicole.ruccolo@compass.com

REALTOR® | DRE 02101054

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number [license number to
be inserted b_‘ region]. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has
not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description.

All measurements and square footage are approximate. License Number 01991628, 01527235, 1527365.

WIHTOL GROUP

INTERO REAL ESTATE SERVICES
A Berkshire Hathaway Co.

Locally working for and with my clients since 1986

Alex“Sandy” Wihtol
& The Wihtol Group

Intero Presidents Club

650-947-4779

sandyw@intero.com
www.sandyswebsite.com

CalBRE# 00886625

Well Respected, Experienced, Integrity, Local Knowledge, Skillful
Negotiator & An Excellent Communicator That You Can Rely Upon
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Assisting with

L.os Altos #®

and its surrounding
communities
since 1986.

TORI ATWELL

COMPASS

LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA

1224 Heritage Court

4 BD | 3.5 BA | 2,737 SQ FT | $4,998,000

Exceptional homes deserve exceptional results. Through

thoughtful preparation, strategic marketing, and expert

representation, 1224 Heritage Court attracted multiple

offers. Discover what the right strategy can achieve for
your home.

l Wendy Kandasamy

-l. REALTOR® | 650.380.0220

= DRE 01425837 w

- wendy.kandasamy@compass.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01527235, 1527365, 01991628. All material
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.




Rvan Gowdy
Where your story rneets yowr home

It was an absolute pleasure to work with Ryan. Both the smooth
process and the amazing result of our Los Altos home sale
exceeded our expectations. Nobody knows the area like Ryan
does, and his first-hand involvement in preparing us for the
process, prepping the home and being onsite to personally
sweat the details was incredibly valuable — especially since

we had moved out of the area and essentially sold the house
“remotely” with Ryan’s local guidance. Bottom line—if you want
a stress-free/excellent outcome experience, with a partner that’s

super-easy to work with, call Ryan!

- TOM & LINDA | LOS ALTOS

LOS ALTOS NATIVE, CONSISTENTLY RANKED AS A TOP PRODUCER

RYAN GOWDY
Ryan.Gowdy@TheAgencyRE.com

408.309.8660 | LIC. # 01322889

TESTIMONIALS

You will not find a harder-working agent anywhere. If you

have Ryan sell your home, he will work day and night to get
your home in the best condition for the sale. He's a Los Altos
native, knows everybody and has the connections to get any
job done right. Have a special request? Need a favor? Ryan is
on it. Nobody does more to earn their commission, and | would

consider no other agent to sell my home.

- ERIC & ALICE | LOS ALTOS

[71]
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THE TELESCO-CURLEY ADVANTAGE

= Consistent Top Producer with exceptional reputation.
= Committed to personalized service to meet your real estate goals.
= Consistently sells at a higher average sales price.

With the best and most widely recognized real estate brand in the world,

Golden | Sotheby’s

ate INTERNATIONAL REALTY

| look forward to helping you recognize the value of your property here
in the epicenter of Silicon Valley.

Barbara Telesco-Curley
650.861.2488

barbara.curley@sir.com
CalBRE#01837664

ITHEAGENCY

Life’s Biggest Transitions
Demand A Trusted,

Steadfast Advocate

As a Bay Area native and longtime Los Altos resident, Suzanne biings a
deep connection b the community she serves. With decades of
experience and a hands-on appoach grounded in genuine care, she
guides clients through life’s biggest transitions with confidence and
thoughtful attention to every detail.

Let Suzanne help you flourish in your next chapter.

Suzanne O'Brien | Real Estate Agent
650.996.9898 | suzanne.obrien@theagencyre.com | LIC. #01467942
suzanneobrien.com

©2026 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks; all rights reserved. The Agency fully supports the Equal Housing Opportunity laws. No representation is made as to the accuracy of the information contained
herein. All prospective buyers should investigate any information deemed impartant and/or consult with appropriate professionals. CalDRE #01904054
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ELIZABETH THOMPSON REAL ESTATE

Vly clients say It best

“My wife and | lived on Ernestine Lane in Mountain View for 38 years.
Records showed that Elizabeth Thompson had been the realtor on more Ernestine Lane
transactions than any other realtor, so she seemed a natural pick for us.

Elizabeth gave us a schedule that showed the period of renovations and getting ready for
sale, inspections, MLS listing of our house for sale, open houses, when we could expect to
receive offers, the date upon which we would go into contract, and closing. | was amazed when
the schedule was totally fulfilled for every day. 100% schedule adherence is amazing.

Elizabeth transformed our well lived in house into a showpiece. She created a cloakroom out
of a small section of the hallway, put together a mud/laundry room area, transformed the
back shed into a great space for work or play, and installed an accordion door that can fully open
to transform the dining room and outside patio into a larger party area. Elizabeth recruited and
paid for the construction crew and all materials. We reimbursed her materials and labor costs
with our sale proceeds at the time of closing, with no interest or overhead added.”

MARC & BARB
Sellers

ELIZABETH THOMPSON, REALTOR
650.823.8904
elizabeth.thompson@theagencyre.com I [ZﬂAcEch
elizabeththompson.com

LIC. #01382997
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INTERESTED IN Buying or Selling?

=¥ WE OFFERYOU... davis+co.
A -
7 - Premium and Personalized Service realtors
x ' . Local Market Knowledge: We are Bay Area Natives and Lifelong
Residents
JOSH DAVIS . Expertise: Over 30 years of sales and property management experience
(650) 338-4230
josh@daviscorealtors.com . Real Results: Achieving maximum property value using creative
DRE# 01965341 marketing and skillful negotiation

www.daviscorealtors.com

Let us deliver service and results for your home buying and selling needs.

Ask us for details of our
complimentary services
we offer our clients.

SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Family-owned and operated since 1987, Davis & Co. Realtors makes it our mission to preserve and enhance the value of your property,
maximize your income, and minimize your expenses.

I'VE BEEN RANKED AMONG

LOS ALTOS’ Lynn rells
Top-Performing Agents
REALTRENDS VIER_IFIED CITY RANKINGS NO rth

v g In this challenging market,

I can help you as a seasoned agent!

| draw upon my wealth of experience, growing up as a

6" generation Bay Area native, a career as a tech vice
president, serving in senior leadership positions in my
church & on non-profit boards. After over 20 years as a real
estate professional taking only one listing at a time, | have
earned Chairman'’s Club 2024, along with 2025 Real Trend'’s
top 1% in Los Altos, which is a distinction for the 8™ year!

Let me help you with your real estate needs, from
concierge-level service to assisting families cope with the
challenges of change, as the downsize and embrace new
lifestyles! I am personally committed to your success!

L

— B LYNNNORTH | LIC.#01490039 | 650.703.6437

~~  REALTREND
VER":'NE[S;/ L.NORTH@THEAGENCYRE.COM | LynnNorth.com
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Loyalty. Integrity.
Local Knowledge.

Real estate built on real relationships starts
with listening and putting your needs first. We
are here to guide you with honesty, unmatched
industry insight, and results you can trust.

-5
-

Alice & Alicia Nuzzo
REALTORS®

650.504.2394
adliciac@sereno.com
TeamNuzzo.com

DRE 04586/8 | DRE 01127187

GHRISLIES W N0

SERENO TEAM
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Ensure your listings get
the attention they deserve
by advertising with the
Los Altos Town Crier!

Our weekly publication
is delivered by mail
to over 15,500 residences
in the affluent communities
of Los Altos, Los Altos Hills,
Mountain View, and Palo Alto.

Scan to learn
more about Susan

: SUSANSIMSHOMES.COM

Connect with me to enhance
your reach and maximize
your property's visibility.

* Trusted advisor
- Expert negotiation and client representation
+ Highest and best possible price in any market
+ Creative marketing
- Extensive local and global network

SUSAN SIMS
S S BROKER ASSOCIATE | LIC. #01408349
650.743.1838

sUsaN sims SUSAN.SIMS@THEAGENCYRE.COM

Linda Monterrey
Real Estate Advertising Sales
(650) 397-5487

©2023 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks all rights reserved. d
LindaM@latc.com

The Agency fully supports Equal Housing Opportunity laws. CalDRE #01904054.

Hyper-Local Knowledge. Global Reach.
Unparalleled Client Service.

As a Bay Area native for 32 years, | am proud to be providing my
clients with hyper-local knowledge and network. | take pride in
treating a client’s home as if it were mine, and in doing so, have
been able to obtain the best outcome for clients.

NI ‘ CHRISTIE’S
INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
HIEP NGUYEN SERENO
oot on “It’'s more personal than
TOP 1% 2025 s more personal than.
of REALTORS NATIONWIDE rankings by SALES VOLUME business...it’s your home.

650.996.3305 | Hiep@Sereno.com | BayAreaRealEstateToday.com | 467 Ist Street, Suite 200, Los Altos | DRE 01441508
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For Sale

730 S. El Monte Ave, Los Altos
$6,888,888

1700 Waverley St, Palo Alto

Price upon request

1131 Parkinson Ave, Palo Alto
$5,300,000

79 Garland Dr, Palo Alto
$3,560,000

JULIE

TSAI LAW
REALTY GROUP

COMPASS

Thinking About Selling And Buying?
Contact Julie, Your Palo Alto, Los Altos, Menlo Park Neighborhood Expert

780 S. El Monte Ave, Los Altos
$6,488,000

21_71 Clayton Dr, Menlo Park 3

Price upon request

-I I-_EE F

852 Ross Ct, Palo Alto
$4,220,000

Julie Tsai Law Realty Group

Servicing Bay Area Since 2002
Palo Alto Resident Since 1994
Fluent in Mandarin, Taiwanese

Proud to be recognized by
RealTrends/Wall Street Journal
as Top Agents, 2011-2026

Nearly $1 Billion in Sales Volume
Nearly 500 Properties Sold

e ¥ g
555 S. E1 Monte Ave, Los Altos 559 S. E1 Monte Ave, Los Altos
$6,500,000 $8,500,000

b P e i
640 Fairmede Ave, Palo Alto 601 Joandra Ct, Los Altos
$7900,000 $7,775,000

246 Palo Alto Ave, Palo Alto . 2070 Robmﬁood Ln Los Altos
$3,400,000 $3,928,000

? (D A

"‘I*?I'i i

il uumﬂ F e

2704 Louis Rd, Palo Alto 444 San Antonlo Rd #2D Palo Alto
$3,620,000 $1,798,000

www.JulieTsaiLaw.com
(650) 799-8888
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Public Notices

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME

The following person(s) /
registrant(s) has/have aban-
doned the use of the ficti-
tious business name(s).
The information given below is as
it appeared on the fictitious busi-
ness name statement that was
filed at the County Clerk's office.
LOS ALTOS TOWN CRIER, 138
Main St, Los Altos, CA 94022
Filed in Santa Clara Coun-
ty on: 11/18/2024 Under
File No. FBN711237
Full Name of Registrant(s):
LATC MEDIA, INC., 138 Main
St, Los Altos, CA 94022
This business was con-
ducted by: a corporation
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Santa Clara
County on October 09, 2026.
Louis Chiaramonte
County Clerk-Recorder
Santa Clara County
File No. FBN731179
(10-21,28-26,11-04,11-26)

263-T

LOS ALTOS TOWN CRIER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN731180

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: LOS ALTOS TOWN CRIER,
138 Main St, Los Altos, CA,
94022, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and mailing ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): SOTLASOL LLC, 138
Main St, Los Altos, CA 94022.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 10/08/2026.
/S/ Dan Pulcrano /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/09/2026.
(10-21,28-26,11-04,11-26)

262-T

THE LOS GATOS BARBER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business as:
THE LOS GATOS BARBER, 114
Royce Street, Suite C, Los Gatos,
CA, 95032, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and mailing ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is
(are): Alain Mirzaei, 6232 Hopi
Circle, San Jose, CA 95123.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Alain Mirzaei /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 09/28/2026.
(10-14,21,28-26,11-04-26)

261-T

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME

The following person(s) /
registrant(s) has/have aban-
doned the use of the ficti-
tious business name(s).
The information given below is as
it appeared on the fictitious busi-
ness name statement that was
filed at the County Clerk's office.
OASIS LAUNDRY CEN-
TER, 5397 Camden Ave,
Unit C, San Jose, CA 95124

Filed in Santa Clara Coun-
ty on: 06/12/2026 Under
File No. FBN727684

Full Name of Registrant(s): THREE
MOON SKY LLC, 6121 Ocean
View Dr, Oakland, CA 94618
This business was conducted
by: a limited liability company
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Santa Clara
County on October 06, 2026.

Louis Chiaramonte
County Clerk-Recorder
Santa Clara County
File No. FBN731002

(10-14,21,28-26,11-04-26)
260-T

OASIS MODERN LAUNDRY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN731003

The following person (per-

This business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and mailing address of
the registrant(s) is (are): THREE
MOON SKY LLC, 6121 Ocean
View Dr, Oakland, CA 94618.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 06/01/2026.
/S/ Mai-Tuyen Ho /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/06/2026.
(10-14,21,28-26,11-04-26)

259-T

Starlighters
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN730917

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: Starlighters, 1626 Holling-
sworth Drive, Mountain View,
CA, 94040, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and mailing address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Rich-
ard Lundgren, 1626 Hollingsworth
Drive, Mountain View, CA 94040.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Richard Lundgren /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/01/2026.
(10-14,21,28-26,11-04-26)

258-T

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME

The following person(s) /
registrant(s) has/have aban-
doned the use of the ficti-
tious business name(s).
The information given below is as
it appeared on the fictitious busi-
ness name statement that was
filed at the County Clerk's office.
MILLS MORTGAGE BRO-
KERAGE, 599 Tuscarora
Drive, San Jose, CA 95123
Filed in Santa Clara Coun-
ty on: 07/10/2025 Under

This business was con-
ducted by: an individual
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Santa Clara
County on October 05, 2026.
Louis Chiaramonte
County Clerk-Recorder
Santa Clara County
File No. FBN730982
(10-14,21,28-26,11-04-26)

257-T

HOUSE OF AZADEH
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN730808

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: HOUSE OF
AZADEH, 197 2nd Street, Los Altos,
CA, 94022, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and mailing ad-
dress of the registrant(s) is (are):
MAISON AZADEH, 45 Manza-
nita Court, Millbrae, CA 94030.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-

tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 01/01/2026.
/S/ Jean Massih /

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 09/29/2026.
(10-14,21,28-26,11-04-26)

256-T

SNACK2ME
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN730560

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: (1)
SNACK2ME, (2) SNACK2.ME, 2157
O’'Toole Ave Suite 20, San Jose,
CA, 95131, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and mailing address of
the registrant(s) is (are): TO GO
CATERING INC., 2157 O’Toole Ave
Suite 20, San Jose, CA 95131.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Youngmin Kim /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa

NOR CAL CLEANING
SERVICES INC.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN730933

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: NOR
CAL CLEANING SERVICES INC.,
2155 Lanai Ave Apt 39, San Jose,
CA, 95122, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and mailing address of
the registrant(s) is (are): NOR CAL
CLEANING SERVICES INC., PO
Box 21458, San Jose, CA 95151.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 10/01/2026.
/87 Andy Alvarez /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/01/2026.
(10-14,21,28-26,11-04-26)

254-T

NOR CAL NETWORKS
SERVICES INC.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN730934

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: NOR
CAL NETWORKS SERVICES INC.,
2155 Lanai Ave Apt 39, San Jose,
CA, 95122, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and mailing address of
the registrant(s) is (are): NOR CAL
NETWORKS SERVICES INC., PO
Box 21458, San Jose, CA 95151.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
18/ Andy Alvarez /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 10/01/2026.
(10-14,21,28-26,11-04-26)

253-T

HEADSTONE MUSIC & MEDIA
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN730877

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: HEAD-

CA, 94303, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by:
a limited liability company.
The name and mailing address of
the registrant(s) is (are): LED-
DYWORLD LLC, 3903 Apt D Mid-
dlefield Rd, Palo Alto, CA 94303.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Anthony Leddy /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 09/30/2026.
(10-07,14,21,28-26)

252-T

BAY AREA LIFE MANAGEMENT
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN730818

The following person (persons)
is (are) doing business as: BAY
AREA LIFE MANAGEMENT, 3398
Saint Marys Place, Santa Clara,
CA, 95051, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and mailing address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Amy
Schawan, 2010 ElI Camino Real
#2120, Santa Clara, CA 95050.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Amy Schawan /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 09/29/2026.
(10-07,14,21,28-26)

250-T

SESSIONS WITH MYLAN
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN730401

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: SES-
SIONS WITH MYLAN, 775 E
San Fernando St, San Jose,
CA, 95112, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned
by: a corporation.
The name and mailing address of
the registrant(s) is (are): OPUS
ARCADE, INC, 775 E San Fer-
nando St, San Jose, CA 95112.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.

County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 09/16/2026.
(10-07,14,21,28-26)

2491

UNKNOW
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN730435

The following person (per-
sons) is (are) doing business
as: UNKNOW, 255 S Reng-
storff Ave #12, Mountain View,
CA, 94040, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and mailing address of
the registrant(s) is (are): Francesca
A. Barrientos, 255 S Rengstorff Ave
#12, Mountain View, CA 94040.
Registrant began transact-
ing business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) list-
ed above on: 09/16/2026.
/S/ Francesca A. Barrientos /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 09/17/2026.
(10-07,14,21,28-26)

248-T

Virginia’s Garden Beaded Gifts
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. FBN729974

The following person (persons) is
(are) doing business as: (1) Vir-
ginia’s Garden Beaded Gifts, (2)
VG Beads, (3) Virginia’s Garden
Speech Therapy, (4) VG Speech,
(5) The B.E.A.D. Project Initia-
tive, 1200 Arthur Ct, Los Altos,
CA, 94024, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned
by: an individual.
The name and mailing address
of the registrant(s) is (are): Jen-
nifer Venditti-Ramprashad, PO
Box 3066, Los Altos, CA 94024.
Registrant began transacting busi-
ness under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on: N/A.
/S/ Jennifer Venditti-Ramprashad /
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa
Clara County on 08/31/2026.
(10-07,14,21,28-26)

247-T

FILE NO. FBN730715

CA, 95124, Santa Clara County.

sons) is (are) doing business as: File No. FBN717834 Clara County on 09/22/2026.

OASIS MODERN LAUNDRY, Full Name of Registrant(s): Do- (10-14,21,28-26,11-04-26)

5397 Camden Ave #C, San Jose, nette Mills, 599 Tuscarora 255-T
Drive, San Jose, CA 95123

STONE MUSIC & MEDIA, 3903
Apt D Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto,

/S/ MylLan

Biermann /
This statement was filed with the

Datebook

Datebook items are run on a space-

available basis  for entertainment,
events, classes and groups run by non-
profitsin our circulation area (primarily
Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and Mountain
View). The deadline is noon Tuesday for
the next week’s paper. Submit notices via
email to avaa@latc.com and include a
contact name, phone number and fee to

participate (if applicable).
EVENTS

Wednesday travel nights - Discov-
ering America on the backroads. Oct.
28, 7 p.m. Los Altos Main Library, 13 S.
San Antonio Road, Orchard Room. Share
the experiences of Bruce Berger and Pam
Perkins as they travel America’s highways
and byways, chronicling lesser-known
sights, events, parks, and people across 16
statesin 23 days. Programisfree and open

to the public. No registration necessary.

Collaborative Agencies Disaster
Relief Effort (CADRE) presenta-
tion with Resilient Los Altos. Nov.
4, 1-3 p.m. Los Altos Community
Center, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos.
The Loma Prieta earthquake stopped
the World Series, dropped a freeway,
and showed us the vulnerabilities of
a disconnected network and commu-
nity. From that experience, CADRE
was born — a network of community-
based organizations, nonprofits, faith-
based organizations, volunteers, and
businesses working collaboratively to
enable effective disaster preparedness
and mitigation processes. Ahead of El
Nifio winter storms, hear how Loma
Prieta changed the landscape of di-
saster preparedness and response and
leave with simple empowering steps to
stay prepared. Attendance is free and
open to the public.
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She serves/she served: Silicon
Valley and beyond. Nov. 11, noon.
Delmas Ave. and Santa Clara St.,
San Jose. The Santa Clara County
Women’s Veterans Coalition, in as-
sociation with She serves/she served,
is inviting currently serving military
women and women veterans of every
generation to walk together in the San
Jose Veterans Day Parade. As Amer-
ica celebrates its 250th anniversary,
let’s show Silicon Valley the women
whose service and leadership contin-
ue strengthening our communities.

Wags and Wishes: An elegant eve-
ning to support pets with chronic ill-
ness and the families who love them.
Nov. 14, 5:30-9 p.m. The Women’s Club
of Palo Alto, 475 Homer Ave., Palo Alto.
Diesel’s FootPrint will host its inaugural
Wags & Wishes benefit at The Woman’s
Club of Palo Alto. The evening will bring

together members of the veterinary, busi-
ness, philanthropic and animal welfare
communities to help make chronic care
possible for more pets and their families.
Guests will enjoy a seated dinner paired
with local wines, a thoughtfully curated
silent auction and conversations with
leading veterinary and animal behavior
professionals. Tickets are $250. For more
information, visit dieselsfootprint.org/
get-involved/wags-wishes.

The Davin-Levin Duo - Communi-
ty School of Music and Art Fall Concert
series. Nov. 15, 3:30 p.m. Tateuchi Hall,
230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View.
Emily Levin, Principal Harp of the Dallas
Symphony Orchestra, and Colin Davin,
Director of Guitar Studio at Shenandoah
Conservatory, present a unique instru-
ment combination in a memorable and
dynamic chamber music experience. Re-

serve tickets at arts4all.org/events.

CSMA Merit Scholars Winter
Concert - Community School of
Music and Art Fall Concert series.
Dec. 11, 7:30 p.m. Tateuchi Hall,
230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain
View. CSMA Merit Scholar student
ensembles and soloists perform fa-
vorite selections in the popular an-
nual event. Join us to experience the
joy of music from these outstanding
rising stars. Reserve tickets at arts4all.
org/events.

Coffee Together. First Tuesday
of every month, 1:30 p.m. Red Berry
Coffee, 145 Main St. Group for wid-
owed and divorced folks over the
age of 60. Combat the loneliness epi-
demic by taking a small step in con-
nection. Meet others navigating life
after 60 without a partner. For more
information, check out instagram.

com/coffeetogetherlosaltos/



Life Celebrations

CHRISTIAN JOEL
TACY

January 26, 1966 —
October 8, 2026

Christian “Chris” Joel Tacy
passed away on October 8, 2026, at
WakeMed Cary Hospital in Cary,
North Carolina, at the age of 60, due
to complications from diabetes and
pneumonia. A vibrant and spirited
man, Chris will be dearly missed
by his family and friends, who will
remember his energy, his passion
forlife, and the love he had for those
closest to him.

Chris was born on January 26,
1966, on a cold, snowy night in Mon-
treal, where his father, Robert (Bob),
was studying dentistry and his moth-
er, Madeline (Maddy), was working
asasurgical nurse. His childhood was
full of new places and new adven-
tures: two yearsin Portland, Oregon,
while Bob studied orthodontics, then
a few years in Bethesda, Maryland,
where Bob worked at the National
Institutes of Health. In 1970, the fam-
ilysettledin Los Altos, California, the
place Chris would always call home.

Chris attended St. William,
St. Francis, and Woodside Priory
schools. A talented athlete, he par-
ticipated in a variety of sports and
brought enthusiasm and competi-
tive spirit to all his pursuits. Follow-
ing high school, he attended Saint
Mary’s College, graduatingin 1993
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communications.

Chris started his career in cus-
tomer service at Computerware, then
moved into publicrelations at Brough
Communicationsand Weber Shand-
wick. But his true passion ultimately
led him to the world of automobiles.
He founded Velocity Auto Group, a
concierge car service in Los Altos.
Through his business, Chris helped
clients find and secure specialty cars,
combining his personal passion with
a commitment to serving others.

In 2000, Chris married Erin
Bergamo, and together they made
their home in Los Altos, where they
welcomed their two beloved daugh-
ters, Amelia and Siena. The fam-
ily’s adventures took them to Ascot,
England, for three years, and later to
Cary, North Carolina. Chrisand Erin

divorced in 2020, but his daughters
remained at the center of his life.
Chris is survived by his daugh-
ters, Amelia, who attends Yale Uni-
versity, and Siena, who attends New
York University, both of Palo Alto;
his parents, Robert and Madeline
Tacy of Los Altos Hills; and his
brother, Mark Tacy of San Jose. He
isalso survived by his brother, Shan-
non Tacys; sister-in-law, Nicolette
(Vandeneynde) Tacy and nephew
Kieran (KJ) of Bend, Oregon.
Chris will be remembered
for his vibrant personality, spir-
ited nature, love of automobiles,
and the many experiences and
memories he shared with those
around him. His life touched
family and friends in the places
he called home, from California
to England and North Carolina.
Though his passing leaves a
profound sadness, the memories
of Chris and the mark he made on
the lives of those who knew and
loved him will endure. Chris will
be deeply missed and lovingly re-
membered by all that knew him.
A private family memo-
rial and burial will be held on
November 25th at the Gate of
Heaven Cemetery in Cupertino,
California.

NANCY
LOUGHRIDGE

' 4

December 3, 1927 -
October 3, 2026

Nancy Loughridge, 98, of Los
Altos, passed away peacefully on
October 3,2026, just shy of her 99th
birthday — a milestone she fully
intended to reach.

Born and raised in her beloved
San Francisco, Nancy grew up dur-
ing the city’s golden era. As a young
girl, she walked the Golden Gate
Bridge on opening day in 1937, and
her father often took her to Kezar Sta-
dium to watch the 49ers — memories
she cherished throughout her life.

Nancy married her husband,
Charles Loughridge, and together
they raised six children in Los Altos,
where she lived for more than 65
years. Afterlosingboth asonand her
husband, she rebuilt her life with re-
markable resilience, founding Scott

Credit Service, which she later sold
before becoming the acquiring firm’s
top salesperson.

An artist throughout her life
and a devoted 49ers fan, Nancy
was known for her optimism,
kindness, and unwavering support
for those around her.

Nancy was the mother of six chil-
dren; Meg, Jeff, Paul, Katherine,
Scott and Trish; nine grandchil-
dren, Ben, Molly, David, Allana,
Emma, Scott, Jessica, Nicole and
Nathan; and seven great-grandchil-
dren, Jack, Xavier, Mookie, Zach-
ary, Zoie, Joey and Jakob.

A celebration of her life will be
held Sunday, November 8, 2-4pm,
at the Garden House, Shoup Park,
Los Altos.

MARVIN “MARV”
PATTERSON

June 27, 1940 -
July 21, 2026

Marvin “Marv” Patterson passed
away on July 21, 2026, at his home in
Clive, IA. Born on June 27, 1940, in
Ontario, OR, and raised in Washing-
ton, he maintained alifelong connec-
tion to the Pacific Northwest, even
after moving to the Midwest. Marv
beautifully defined his life through
histhree greatest passions: his career
asanelectrical engineer, hisdeeplove
for his wife Mary Lou and their fam-
ily, and his joy of flying as a pilot.

Aftergraduating from the Univer-
sity of Washington and launching his
career at the Pt Mugu Pacific Missile
Range, Marvbegan a highly success-
ful, decades-long tenure at Hewlett-
Packard, where he developed mar-
ket-leading plotters and eventually
served as Director of Corporate En-
gineering. Following his time at HP,
his career evolved into running his
own consulting business and author-
ing three books focused on product
development and innovation. Dur-
ing his retirement he transitioned
into academia, teaching continuing
education courses at Stanford Uni-
versity, the University of Wisconsin,
and various online programs.

Marvwas a deeply devoted father
and uncle who bonded with his chil-
dren over shared activities, summer
nights reading J.R.R. Tolkien, and

a lifelong passion for flying. While
working at HP, he met Mary Lou
Simmermacher. That meeting blos-
somed into adeep, enduringloveand
marriage. Together, they blended
their families into a tight-knit house-
hold of seven, woven together by hu-
mor, affection, and aviation.

Marv earned the first of his three
pilot’s licenses shortly after starting
work at Pt Mugu. This ignited a life-
long love for aviation. He took great
joyin deeply understanding the com-
plexaerodynamics of flight and spent
countless hours perfecting his pilot-
ingtechnique. He transformed family
vacations by trading the traditional
car for an airplane and transporting
his loved ones across the skies. As a
consultant, he took immense pride
in piloting himself to business as-
signments, famously delighting in
stunning Xerox and other clients
by landing at small private airfields
when major commercial airports
were closed by winter storms.

At the age of 86 Marv passed
peacefully, surrounded by the love of
hisfamily. Marvissurvived by his wife
Mary Lou; his children Brad, Brian
(and Patricia) and Bonnie (and Mike);
his stepchildren Daryl (and Raj) and
Craig (and Kelley); his grandchildren
Sean, Molly, Lily and Will; and his
nieces and nephews, Rhonda, Ron,
Randy, Roger and Linda.

All family, friends, and col-
leagues are welcome to join the
Celebration of Life.

November 20, 2026 10:30am PST
Los Altos United Methodist Church
655 Magdalena Ave.

Los Altos, CA 94024

THOMAS (TOM)
FRANK SMITH

July 24, 1945 -
October 3, 2026

In Loving Memory — Thomas
(Tom) Frank Smith, beloved hus-
band, father, grandfather, mentor
and friend, passed on October 3,
2026, at 81, while doing something
he loved - fly fishing.

He will be remembered for his
kindness, strength, sense of hu-
mor, and the love he gave to those
around him. He touched many
lives throughout his years and

leaves behind memories that will
be cherished forever.

Tom was born in Ypsilanti, MI
on July 24, 1945 to Dorothy and
Don Smith. He lived in Ypsilanti and
graduated from Eastern Michigan
University in 1967, when he moved
to the Bay Area. His career started
with Hallmark cards and continued
until he and his two partners, Steve
Andrews and Jim Evans, bought
McWhorters which was a “whole lot
more than a stationary store”. They
successfully built and sold McWhort-
ers in 1996. Tom continued his suc-
cess with investments in real estate
and a commercial real estate broker-
age. Tom always loved the deal.

He is survived by Karen his wife
of26years, children Eric Smith (Mi-
chelle), Kim Kenyon (Sanford), Jen-
nifer (James), and stepchildren Russ
Melbye (Jeanine) and Jill Melbye
(Phil Perry), and sister Jane Fuller
of Ypsilanti, MI, and Michigan fam-
ily. Tom was preceded in death by
his daughter Shannon and brother-
in-law Don Fuller. Tom was also
blessed to have nine grandchildren
and two great grandchildren, along
with many dear friends whose lives
he touched.

Tom always had a kind word,
an interest in what you were do-
ing, and loved to help people. He
loved fly-fishing, traveling with
Karen and friends, cheering on the
Niners, Giants and Sharks, playing
poker with buddies, and growing
and pouring his home-grown wine
“Toren Vineyards”.

We will miss his “hey bud/hello
dear” greeting, humor, tenacious-
ness, and thoughtfulness, to name
a few.

He and Karen built a wonderful
life together, including a lifetime
of memories, love and family. Tom
was a welcoming face at Los Altos
United Methodist Church as an
usher, a Community Service Agen-
cy “Home Town Hero”, along time
Los Altos Chamber member and
past President, and was involved
innumerous other community and
civic organizations.

Though he is no longer with us,
Tom’slove, his spirit, and the memo-
ries shared will remain in our hearts
forever. He was deeply loved and
will never be forgotten.

A memorial service is planned
on Friday, November 13,2026 at 11
a.m. at Los Altos United Methodist
Church (655 Magdalena Avenue,
Los Altos) with a reception to fol-
low at the Church.

Inlieu of flowers, please consider
donating to the Thomas F. Smith
Memorial Fund at Los Altos Moun-
tain View Community Foundation
(LAMVCF.org).
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LOCAL EXPERTISE. PROVEN-RESULTS.

SH“-PA MER[:HANT JUST SOLD by SHILPA in LOS ALTOS
667 Jay Street | $9,555,000

TOP 1% REALTOR® IN THE BAY AREA 215 E. Edith Ave | $9,005,000
650.906.6869 | LIC. #01112533 531 Patrick Way | $7,388,000
Shilpa@ShilpaMerchant.com 1825 Austin Ave | $6.155,000

ShilpaMerchant.com | TheAgencyRE.com
1265 Golden Way | $4,650,000

SHILPA ¢« Lives * Loves * Sells - LOS ALTOS

20+ Years 25+ Years $300M+ Sold
in Real Estate Los Altos Resident Since 2021

OVER 70 yelpi: REVIEWS!

“She was spot on in terms of the proper listing price
and got our home a competitive offer within 1 week!
We've had experiences with other realtors and we 100% believe Shilpa is the best!”

— Andrew H.

©2026 UMRO Realty Corp., dba The Agency. Registered service marks; all rights reserved. The Agency fully supports the Equal Housing Opportunity laws. CalDRE #01904054. Agent ranking based on broker metrics 2021 MLS sales data as reported by 01/10/22
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